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PREFACE.
The Faerie Queene is here reproduced from the text edited by Mr. J. C.

Smith and published by the Clarendon Press in 1909 ; the text of Spenser's

Minor Poems, save for the correction of a few errors, follows my edition

of 1910. To the poems has been added the Correspondence of Spenser

and Harvey, printed from the original editions of 1580. The Glossary

has been compiled by Mr. H. Alexander.

I have prefixed to the volume a biographical and critical essay. My
excuse is that of late years the poetry of Spenser has occupied far less

attention than is warranted either by its own intrinsic beauty or by its

importance as a vital influence upon the development of our literature.

Since the publication in 1884 of Grosart's Life of Spenser little has been

written in England either to advance our knowledge or to increase our

appreciation of his life and work ; and I gladly recognize the debt owed

by me, as by all students of Spenser, to the valuable researches of American

scholars, in particular of Mr. R. A. Neil Dodge, Mr. E. A. Greenlaw,

and Mr. P. Long. A full interpretation of his genius, worthy of its theme,

is yet to be written.

I wish to record my thanks to Mr. J. C. Smith for reading the proofs

of my essay, and to acknowledge my debt to my friend Miss Darbishire

of Somerville College for many suggestions made in the course of its

composition.

E. DE SELINCOURT.
Grasmere,

Sept. 191 2.
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INTRODUCTION.

Of Spenser's life something may be learned from official documents
and from the writings of his contemporaries, but the most valuable

information is to be found in his poetry. The art of an idealist is in

a peculiar sense the expression of his mind and character, and of his

relation with the world about him ; and along with this intimate though
often intangible autobiography Spenser has incidentally recorded some
details capable of more definite interpretation. From a sonnet written

in 1593, the year of his courtship, a year which, he tells us, seems longer

Than al those fourty that my life outwent,

we conjecture that he was born about 1552 ; from the Prothalamion,

where he speaks of

mery London, my most kindly nurse,

That to me gave this life's first native sourse

;

Though from another place I take my name,
An house of auncient fame,

we learn that he was born in London, but that his parents were not

Londoners. The ' house of auncient fame ' with which he was connected

was the Spencers of Althorpe, Northampton. Of three of the daughters

of Sir John Spencer he hymns the praises in Colin Clouts Come Home
Againe} and to each of them he dedicated one of his minor poems, claiming

a relationship with them that they seem gladly to have acknowledged.

His mother's name, he tells us, was Elizabeth ; his father has been

identified with one John Spenser, a gentleman by birth, and a member
of the clan of Spensers whose home was in the Pendleton district of

north-east Lancashire. But John Spenser had settled in London, and

become a free journeyman of the Merchant Taylors Company, living in

East Smithficld near the Tower. Here his three children, Edmund the

poet, John, and Elizabeth were born. He was evidently in humble
circumstances, for when his b()\s went, as ' pore schollers ', to the ncwly-

foundcd school of the Merchant Taylors, he received bounties for their

maintenance from the Nowells,^ a wealthy Lancashire family ; and this

generosity was repeated when they proceeded as sizars to Pembroke
College, Cambridge. The poet was fortunate in liis school. Mulcaster,

' 11.5.^6-71.
• Cf. Grosart: Life of Spenser, [). 16, and The Spending of the Money 0/ Robert

NourII.

a 3



viii INTRODUCTION.
its first head master, was a keen scholar with a generous conception

of the aims of education. ' It is not a mind,' he wrote, ' not a body,

that we have to educate, but a man ; and we cannot divide him.' The
conception derives from the enthusiastic culture of the Renaissance, and

something both of the ideal and the practice of the perfect courtier,

which Spenser was later to emulate and to portray, must have been

instilled into him in early youth. Mulcaster grounded his pupils in

Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, he trained them daily in music both vocal

and instrumental, and was a convinced advocate of the study of the

mother tongue, and of the educational value of acting. He presented

plays yearly before the court, in which his boys were the actors, and
' by that means taught them good behaviour and audacity '. It is highly

probable that Spenser, as among Mulcaster's leading scholars, made his

first appearance before the queen as an actor.

At school, too, Spenser acquired some knowledge of French, and made
his first experiments as a poet. In 1569 appeared a small volume entitled

A Theatre^ wherein he represented as wel the miseries and calamities that

jollow the voluptuous worldlings as also the greate joyes and pleasures which

the faiihfull do enjoy. An argument both profitable and delectable to all

that sincerely love the Word of God. Devised by S. John vander Noodt.

It contained translations from Marot's version of one of the canzoni of

Petrarch and from some sonnets by Du Bellay, which were afterwards

included in Spenser's Coinplaints of 1 591. A few of them were then

rewritten, others left as they had stood in 1569*, but all are clearly enough

from Spenser's hand ; and though the lines are often rough and boyish,

they anticipate, however faintly, the liquid fluency of his later versi-

fication.

Of his years at Cambridge (1569-76) there is little detail to record.

But though, as Dr. Johnson has remarked, ' a scholastic life is very uni-

form ' and would put him ' little in the way of extraordinary casualties
',

its influence was none the less potent both upon his intellectual develop-

ment and his subsequent career. During his residence the entry books

of Pembroke College refer to him on several occasions as the recipient of

allowances, 'aegrotanti ', and it is possible that chronic ill-health tended

to develop the dreamy and reflective side of his nature. But it does not

seem to have affected the avidity of his reading, and it may well be that

his bodily infirmities, like Herbert's, ' betrayed him to a lingering book,'

and preserved him from the distractions of the world. He is among the

most learned of our poets, and if some have been better scholars, none
has been more widely read. Of his contemporaries, Ben Jonson, and
perhaps Chapma"n, could rival his knowledge of the classics ; but Ben
jonson, as Drummond informs us, ' did neither understand French nor

Italiannes ', and Spenser was widely conversant with both. His scholarship

would be accounted superficial to-day. There are signs enough that,

reading his authors for their spirit and matter, he inclined to disregard the
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niceties of grammatical structure. Yet in his own time he was accounted

a proficient Greek scholar ;
^ and in Greek poetry, except the tragedians,

so strangely neglected by the Elizabethans, he was well read. But he was

attracted rather by the thought than by the art of Greece. He was an

enthusiastic student of Plato and Aristotle. By the mystical element in

Plato, more particularly as it is revealed in the Symposium, Phaedo,

Phaedrus, and parts of the Republic, he was profoundly influenced ; and

he knew both the originals and the chief Italian commentators upon

them, Bembo, Ficino, and Bruno, who gave to Platonic teaching so wide

a currency in his time. The poetry of Rome attracted him both by its

wealth of material which he could shape to his own purpose, and by

virtue of its style. It is significant too that while most Elizabethans

turned chiefly to Ovid, Spenser was more vitally affected by the finer

art of Virgil.

2

At Cambridge Spenser formed a deep and lasting friendship with

Gabriel Harvey, who was elected Fellow of Pembroke a year after the

poetha3~corne into residence, and was among the most notable figures

at the University. Biographers of Spenser have wondered at this friend-

ship between men who differed so widely in temperament and ideals,

and have inclined to minimize it, or to attribute it to the modesty of

the younger and the arrogance of the elder. It is, indeed, easy enough

to represent Harvey as a pedantical scholar, vain of his own absurd

achievements, an intellectual bully, so censorious that ' he could hardly

find it in his heart to commend any man ', quarrelsome, forcing his

opinions upon men of finer genius than himself, unable to appreciate

any art that did not conform to his own mechanical rules, and finally

routed and held up to eternal scorn by the nimbler wit of Nashe. But

this is mere caricature. Harvey was a scholar of eminence, deeply versed

in all that was accounted learning in his day. His lectures on rhetoric

drew crowded audiences, and enhanced a reputation that was already

assured. His fame was not confined to his own University; Leicester and

Sidney held him in high esteem and took a personal interest in his career.

He was certainly unpopular. The son of a Sufl^olk rope-maker, he may
well have been resented as an upstart by well-born colleagues who were

intellectually his inferiors,^ and his bearing towards them was not con-

ciliatory. He was, moreover, a strong Puritan, and at Cambridge, the

hot-bed of those ecclesiastical controversies which harassed the minds of

I'llizabcth and her advisers, the odium thcolo^icum was peculiarly virulent
;

so that it is less to be wondered at that Harvey had many enemies than

that Still and Preston, who favoured the more moderate party, were

ranked among his friends. Harvey's literary theory and practice have

' Cf. Dryskrll, fjiiotcd ittfni, pp. xxv, xxvi.
• Vide Sfyrnsrr's liflrsrttnril, vot) W. Rcidncr : I^cip/.i^;, 1008.
• Vide McKcrrow (iVuj/i<*, V.66 f.),\vlio suj^yesis this j)oitit,;ind has influenced my

view oi Ilarvey.



INTRODUCTION.
often been ridiculed. He followed Ascham in his contempt for ' the rude

and beggarly habit of rhyming '
; and at a time when contemporary poetry

had not yet justified itself, made an attempt to impose classical prosody

upon English verse. In this he" tried to influence his younger friend,

buF without any' sijccess ; for it was not till later, when Spenser came
under "the spell of Sidney, that he wavered, even momentarily, from

following the true bent of his own genius. As to style, Harvey had the

taste typical of the Renaissance scholar. Phrases like ' a rarenes of poetic

invention ', ' lively Hyperbolicall Amplifications ', ' rare, queint, and odde
in every point, above the reache of a common schollers capacitie ', to be

met with in his criticism of Spenser's early and unpublished work, suffi-

ciently indicate that side of Spenser which he was able to appreciate, and

also that style which both in his prose and verse he himself attempted

to achieve. Like many another minor poet, he thought too well of his

own compositions, and the fact that they were written upon a scholastic

theory tended only to harden his heart. Naturally, then, he was dis-

appointed with the Shepheardes Calender^ and tried to turn his friend

from the composition of the Faerit Qiieene. The obtuseness of his

judgement on the ' parcels ' of Spenser's masterpiece which were sub-

mitted to his criticism is often quoted as his final condemnation. But

we do not know what those parcels contained, or whether their contents

were in a tentative or in their final form ; and in any case this poem,

with its interweaving of classic myth and barbaric English legend, and

a diction that abounds in archaisms both genuine and spurious, was not

inaptly described by an avowed Humanist in his famous phrase, ' Hob-
goblin runne away with the garland from Apollo.' And this was his final

protest. For when, some ten years later, the first three books were

published, he made the amende honorable in a charming poem of welcome

•to the new venture. In his own day he was accused of vanity in pub-

lishing his correspondence with Spenser
;
yet it is vanity with a diff^erence.

Pride in his pupil is perhaps the most pardonable form of vanity in

a scholar ; and it should not be forgotten, that if these letters reveal

an intimacy on which Harvey may well have congratulated himself, they

reveal the fact, less pleasing to him, that the triumphs of the pupil had

been won in defiance of the literary principles of the master.^ There

can be no doubt that Harvey was both a loyal and a valued friend of

Spenser's, that he took thelceenest interest in his career,_and introduced

him to those who were best able tojfurther^it ; and, if he gave Km bad
advice on literary matters, in all else he was a sound and judicious coun-

sellor. Spenser at least recognized it. Years later he delighted to refer

to Harvey as his ' entire friend ', and there is no reason to believe that

his opinion ever changed, or that his love was thrown away. This friend-

' It is worth notinf,s too, that however wronf; in principle, Ilarvcy makes many
sound and acute remarks on English quantity ; and, in fact, practised the reformed

versifying with more success than Spenser.
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ship, so long and so loyally maintained with a man whose bitter tongue

and cantankerous spirit had alienated many, and who certainly lacked

that refinement of temper and sensibility which Spenser always prized,

bears witness to his own sweetness of disposition and to the generous

tolerance of his mind.

In 1576 Spenser obtained the degree of M.A. and left Cambridge for

the society of hi s Lancashire kinsfolk. Whether this was his first visit

to the North, or the renewal of an earlier acquaintance, it is not possible

to determine. Some critics have thought that much of his boyhood was

spent there, and have read as literal autobiography the account of

Colin's youth in the December Eclogue of the Shefheardes Calender. But

much of that poem is closely adapted from Clement Marot, and even

if the rest recalls the actual pursuits of his own boyhood, there is no

local colour which might not have been drawn from the country that

lay at the gates of London. His familiarity with the dialect of the North,

obvious in the Shepheardes Calender and not unmarked even in the Faerie

Oueene, could well be attributed in part to his residence there in 1 576,

in part to the influence of his parents and his schoolmaster, who must

have retained, as Northerners do to-day, some traces of the pronunciation

and vocabulary of their early home. Of his occupation at this time we
only know that he fell in love with a lady whose identity he veils under

the name of Rosalind in the Shepheardes Calender. Grosart has trium-

phantly identified her with one Rose Dinely, but the name, even if

correct, is only a label. Other evidence suggests that she was a woman
of good family and high spirits, who appreciated the wit and fancy of

him whom she styled her ' Segnior Pegaso V but preferred his rival for

a husband. Others have questioned the sincerity of Spenser's love, and

regarded his allusion to it as mere literary convention. The controversy

on the emotional clement in the love poetry of the Elizabethan age,

conducted for the most part by critics who are not poets, is now become

a trifle wearisome. It must readily be admitted on the one hand that

much amorous verse was avowedly conventional and ideal, and that

Spenser was quite poet enough to feign a passion, even if he never had

one. On the other hand, it is obvious that love poetry only became

a convention because it corresponded with a universal reality, that few

men pass through early manhood without some experience of its depths

and of its shallows, and that Spenser, like all poets and lovers of beauty,

was by tempera ment peculiarly susceptible. It was his habit of mind so

to rarefy and idealize his personal e.xpericncc that it gained a permanent

shrine in his thought and in his art, and the frame of poetic 'convention'

encloses many of the pictures of his own life that arc scattered about his

verse. Human probability is all on the side of the sincerity of his

attachment.

' FamiUiir Letters, infra, p. 625.



xii INTRODUCTION.
This love remained an integral part of his imaginative experience far

on into his life, and Rosalind is alluded to with chivalrous devotion in

Colin Clouts Come Home Againe?- Love is not the only emotion that

gains an added beauty when it has become a memory. But whatever

the depth of his feeling for Rosalind, and it would be surprising if it

were not deep, it did not save him from the dangers and the delights

of falling under other spells. The cautious Harvey had soon reason to

warn him of the seductions of another ' Rosalindula ', perhaps some lady

of the court.

For Spenser did not remain long in Lancashire. Possibly in 1577,

certainly iri__l 57 8j he was in London. Gabriel Harvey had not forgotten

him, and had been the means of introducing him to Sidney and Leicester.

It seems highly probable that Leicester employed him as a private mes-

senger to friends at a distance, and that in this capacity he paid his first

visit, in 1577, to Ireland, where Leicester's father-in-law. Sir Henry
Sidney, was then Governor-General.^ But the greater part of his time

seems to have been divided between the houses of Sidney and Leicester

at Penshurst and in London.

For one of Spenser's temper and convictions no other introduction

could have been so happy. To Leicester he looked up as the recognized

political leader of the Puritan faction, the powerful favourite of Elizabeth,

who had not yet lost hope that a marriage with the Queen might set

the seal upon his fortunes ;
' to Sir Philip Sidney he was soon bound by

a closer tie than that of patron and protege. Though still a young man,

Sidney was commonly regarded as the most brilliant figure at that brilliant

court. His handsome bearing and his martial courage, his learning and

accomplishments, his inflexible uprightness and gravity of demeanour had

spread his reputation throughout Europe ; and by his countrymen he

was proudly recognized as the ideal courtier^. Moreover, he was a serious

politician. An earnest Protestant, ke sSw in Roman Catholicism the

greatest danger to his country's liberty, and he was persistent in urging

upon Elizabeth, against the inaction advocated by Burghley, a bold attack

upon the power of Spain. Spenser accepted .Sidney's political ideals

without reserve, and time only strerigtHened their hold upon him. In

other matters too his sympathy with Sidney was close. The Puritanism

of both men was deeply tinged with Platonic mysticism ; both set them-

selves to adapt to modern life the ideals of mediaeval chivalry, and saw

in the romance of bygone days a symbol not without inspiration for the

battles they had themselves to fight. The soul that was stirred like

a trumpet by the rude ballad of Chevy Chase, and later found both delight

and intimate expression in Arcadia^ had much akin with the poet of the

Faerie Queene. In judgements upon art they were not entirely in accord.

Sidney, as the less exuberant poetic genius, was more subservient to

* 11. 926-51 * Spenser's Faerie Queene, ed. J. C. Smith, p. x.
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fashion and to precedent. Spenser's bolder linguistic experiments he
' dare not allow, since neither Theocritus in Greek, Virgil in Latin, nor

Sanazar in Italian, did affect it ', and he led the scholars' movement to

establish classical metres in English verse. His power to sway in this

matter the sounder judgement of Spenser, where Harvey's fanaticism

had failed, argues an agreement between them on things deeper than

mere form. But the sonnets to Stella are evidence enough that Sidney's

classi^aUiLas \Yas_not bigoted ; and even when his interest in the new
versifying was at its height he encouraged Spenser to the more ambitious

undertaking of the Faerie Queene, approving a design which Harvey
could only condemn. For on the vital issues of poetry they were at

one. The view once put forward, that The Defence of Poesy is founded

upon Spenser's lost pamphlet The English Poete rests indeed on no
authority ; but it is hardly fanciful to believe that the conception of

art that finds so eloquent an exposition in Sidney's prose, was influenced

by intercourse with Spenser at Penshurst, much as those rambles on the

Quantock Hills in 1797 helped to form the mind which produced the

Biographia Literaria.

How far this community of taste and interest developed towards a deep

mutual friendship can never be determined. There is no evidence that

their relationship became one of close personal intimacy. Sidney was

a man of reserve not easily broken down ; and Spenser, with the personal

modesty that so often accompanies the confidence of genius, would
naturally be conscious of their inequality in the eyes of the world. More-
over, the words in which, years later, Spenser dedicated The Riiines of Time
to the Countess of Pembroke, claim no equal friendship with ' that most
brave knight your noble brother deceased '

; they speak rather of an
' entire love and humble affection, which taking roote began in his lifetime

somewhat to bud forth and to shew themselves to him, as then in the

weaknes of their first spring ; And would in their riper strength spired

forth fruit of more perfection '—of what might have been rather than of

what was. But it is safe to speak of Spenser's deep love for Sidney. Love
differs from friendship, in that it gives more and demands less. Yet
assuredly those who speak of a close friendship arc less astray than those

who sec in Spenser's attitude to Sidney merely the conventional worship

of a popular hero and a private patron. It is an idle scholarship that

belittles the emotions of a great artist into decorative fancy, and assumes

that because art is conventional it is convention only. Spenser's love for

Sidney was probably the deepest formative influence upon liis life and
|

character. Time did not efface it. That intensity of emotion common
to all poets was combined in Spenser with the rarer quality of constancy,

and the Sidney who had inspired his youth and given him a moTTel for

tlie brave courtier in Mother Iluhherds T(iL\ lived on in his memory to

vitali/.e some of his most beautiful conceptions in the Fiierie Ottrene.

Readers have been disappointed that in liis elegy upon Astrophd Spenser



xiv INTRODUCTION. ^^
did not drop the pastoral cloak and speak in clearer accents. But this is

to misunderstand both his mind and his art. There is nothing of the

realist in Spense r's poetic^onstitution. His delicate reserve_express£S-Iiis

emotion far more in verbal cadence, ig melody of j^hrag^jpg^ than by the^

logical.ialues^^^f words ; and in the elaborate use of his characteristic

effects of alliteration and repetition, he gives to the lay oiAstrophel a linger-

ing and tender pathos as potent and as moving as the direct expression of

personal regard. And his use of the pastoral is not merely dictated by
its association with elegy. That art form in which he first gave to the

world his own idealized autobiography remained for him the metaphor

by which to express his most intimate personal experience. The poet of

the Faerie Queene was still ' Colin Clout ' among his friends, and he who
had been the ' Southern Shepherd's boy ', and dehghted to hint at their

association in the subtle background of Kentish landscape, fitly lamented

Sidney as Astrophel. Finally, when his own Faerie land becomes itself

pastoral, and Colin Clout strays into it, we recognize in its hero, Sir

Calidore, an ideal portrait of Sidney.

In 1579, when Spenser made his first bid for poetic fame, he dedicated

his book to ' the president of noblesse and of chevalrie ', Sir Philip Sidney.

The importance of the Shepheardes Caleiider was not underrated by
Spenser and his friends. They realized its relations to the past of English

f poetry, and viewed it as the herald of a new movement likely to be con-

demned and misunderstood. It is edited by the mysterious E. K., with

explanatory and apologetic notes, and prefaced with an elaborate letter

addressed to Harvey, as the acknowledged representative of the litterati,

asking for his protection for the work, discussing points that are likely

to meet the criticism of the learned, and whetting curiosity by refer-

ence to other poems of the author's which only await a favourable

public. E. K. has been denied a real existence, and regarded as a pleasant

creation of Spenser's by whose mouth he could gracefully blow his own
trumpet ; but the majority of scholars have accepted the more natural

j
view that the initials stand for Edward Kirke, Spenser's fellow student

I at Cambridge, and one of Harvev's enthusiastic disciples. But though

Kirke was responsible for the Gloss, and sometimes unconsciously, some-

times of set purpose, falls to express his author's intention, it is clear enough
that he can only have undertaken the task at Spenser's instigation, and
that much that he wrote was inspired by a close intimacy with the poet's

mind and thought.

Nor was the anxious care devoted to the publication of the Shepheardes

Calender in any way misplaced. The poem is of deep interest, whether
we regard it as veiled autobiography or as a work of art of historic interest

and high intrinsic value. The spread of education, the influence of the

learning a.id culture of the Renaissance, the habit of foreign travel, the

awakening of a national consciousness, had all tended to create a public

eagerly interested in literature, and especially in poetry. Many of the
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leading nobles were already vying with one another as patrons of the arts;

the new poet, who should prove worthy of the time and express its highest

aspirations, was yet to seek. Spenser realized the situation and set himself

to fulfil the demand. And he was able to fulfil it because, though he was

himself steeped in all that was accounted learning by his contemporaries,

he turned for his vital inspiration to that fountain of native poetry which

they for the most part ignored.

His choice of form was happy ; the pastoral eclogue was already

popular, and its traditions in classical and Renaissance literature gave him
a precedent for whatever allegorical use he chose to make of it. The
shepherd's cloak was the acknowledged disguise of the lover, the poet,

the courtier, the pastor of souls, the critic of contemporary life ; the

shepherd world gave him opportunities for description, often conventional

enough, yet shot through with personal reminiscence and vivid local

colour. In the lowliness of the vocation he could shroud his own glowing

ambition, making the poem the repository of his personal emotions, his

religious and political beliefs, his hopes and fears for art. Where his

various predecessors had specialized in their pastorals Spenser was essen-

tially eckciic and composit e. The calendar used by shepherds to guide

them in the management of their flocks, suggests to him the title of his

poem, and an easily adaptable form in which different aspects of the same

mind may find utterance. In the dramatis personae he can represent

under a disguise, sometimes dark, sometimes transparent, himself and his

friends. He is himself Colin Clout, Gabriel Harvey is Hobbinol . andl

Rosalind the object of his unhappy love. Under other names he alludes

to other personalities, or gives expression to typical points of view.

E. K. has divided the Eclogues into Plaintive (i, 6, 11, 12), Recreative,

'such as al thoscbewhichcontaincmattcrof love, orcommendationof special

personages ' (3, 4, 8), or Moral ' which for the most part be mixed with some
Satyrical bitternessc '

(2, 5, 7, 9, 10). No division can be entirely satisfac-

tory ; for what unity the work has is partly attained by the interweaving

of its various motives. But if wc except the March Eclogue, an attempt

to naturalize in the English woods of early spring a Cupid who has strayed!

from a more congenial Sicilian background, the plaintive and recreative!

poems are chiefly devoted to presenting Colin Clout in his double character

of lover and of poet. Love is the main theme oi January and Decembtrx

alone. For mingling with tlie strain of melancholy which laments the

cruelty of Rosalind rises the triumphant conviction that Colin is recognized

by his brother shepherds as their chief singer, and identified by them
with the great future of English verse. In April Hobbinol's reference toi

Colin's hopeless love is only the introduction to the recital of tlie lyric'

that he has written in praise of ' tlie fayre queenc of shepherds all ',

a lyric of musical variety and beauty unmatclicd before in our poetry.

In /lugust the * roundels fresh ' of Perigot and Willie are ' yshcnd ' by

Cuddie, who recites * a doolcful verse of Rosalind that Colin made '
; and



xvi INTRODUCTION.
the roughness o/ the conventional rustic singing match is of set purpose

emphasized to contrast with the elaborate sestain of the accompHshed
artist. In November Colin himself rehearses a song which he made in

( imitation of Marot, ' farre surpassing his reach,' comments E. K., ' and in

myn opinion all other Eclogues in this book.' It is, indeed, the most
elaborate piece of melody that had yet rejoiced Elizabethan ears, and

in that age can be surpassed only by the lyrical achievements of Spenser's

own maturity.

In the first four moral eclogues, where Spenser expresses his outlook

upon problems of wider import than his own love and poetic fame, Colin

disappears from the dramatis personae, and the style becomes more homely,
as though to suggest the rough sincerity of native satire. February^ in

its brilliantly told fable of the oak and the brier, contrasts the decrepi-

tude of age with the arrogance of youth. But it has possibly a closer

application ; and it may well be that in the oak, once a goodly tree, but

now decayed, he sees the true spirit of Christianity degenerated under

the influence of Romish superstition, and in the haughty brier the irre-

verent and godless temper of the new clergy, whose irreligion offered so

bold a contrast to the simple piety of pure Christian faith. But if this

interpretation is forced, Spenser's purpose in May, July, and September

is clear enough. His family was of the Reforming party, and the influences

under which he had come at college drew his sympathies still more closely

\ to the Puritan cause. Along with its leaders he viewed the tem.porizing

policy of Elizabeth with anxiety, even with horror, and now in his desire

To teach the ruder shepherd how to feed his sheepe,

And from the falser's fraud his folded flocke to keepe,

he was Intensely in earnest. E. K., indeed, is often vague as to the exact

meaning of these eclogues, at times even throws dust in the eyes of their

readers. With a friend's prudence he does not wish the success of the

volume to be jeopardized by incurring the bitterness of party con-

troversy. He declines to recognize in Algrind, who is held up as the pattern

of true religion and piety, a portrait of Grindal, the Puritan archbishop,

then in disgrace for refusing to bow before Elizabeth's distrust of religious

enthusiasm ; and when Spenser contrasts the spiritual earnestness of the

Puritan clergy with the orthodox but worldly members of the reformed

Church, E. K. prefers to read the two types of pastor as the Protestant

and the Catholique.

j
To the student of Spenser's art the most deeply interesting of the

' eclogues is October. It rakes the form of a dialogue between two shepherds,

Cuddie and Piers, Cuadie the perfect pattern of a poet, but dejected at

the contempt into which poetry has fallen, and disappointed at the

worldly fortune it has brought him, and Piers, enthusiastic both for art

and for his friend's achievements in it. Whether the characters are

meant to portray actual persons has been disputed ; but it is clear enough
that they prefigure two conflicting elements in the poet's own nature

;
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the practical—eager for fame, and inclined to value poetry at its market

price, as a means to further his worldly ambitions—and the ideal, expressed

in a passion for an art which, as he had learned from his master Plato,

' was a divine gift and heavenly instinct not to bee gotten by labour and

learning, but adorned with both ; and poured into the witte by a certain

'Ev^ovcriao-/x.o5 and celestiall inspiration.' Incidentally, too, the eclogue

reviews the different themes of poetry, and suggests the development of

Spenser's own genius, its response to the call of the heroic IVIuse, and its

passage from the sphere of courtly panegyric to that lofty idealism in

which the poet finds his truer home. It is the youthfully ardent expression

of the conflict of mind, the questionings and the aspiration, which were

to find fuller and freer utterance in the Faerie Queene.

But, as E. K. realizes, even more important than the contents of the

Shepheardes Calender is the style in which it is composed, and the poet's

attitude towards his predecessors. Spenser shows a full acquaintance with

the pastorals of Greece^ Italy, and France; but it is significant that

though he imitates Bion__aiid_yirgII, even adapts and translates from

Mantuan and Marot, he will acknowledge a debt to Chaucer. . alone.

At a time when his contemporarieswerirTuniiirTg~a!ter foreign models,

.itjs his ambition to be English. This reversion to Chaucer is the boldest

sign oFTus Independence! In" weak imitation of Chaucer the poetry of

the fifteenth century had wellnigh expired ; and the reformers of versifica-

tion, whilst they showed some knowledge and admiration of Chaucer,

never dreamt that they could learn of him. At Cambridge, indeed,

Chaucer was widely read, but Harvey, at least,, would not ,have regarded

him as a fit poetic model. ^ In x\\e.Ju7ie eclogue Spenser represents Harvey
as summoning Colin to the study of more stately masters ; but the

* It is worth notiiif^ that Francis Beaumont, in a letter to Spe^ht, |)ublished in

Speght's edition of Chaucer (1598), writes :
' And here I cannot forget to remember

unto you those auncient learned men of our time at Cambridge, whose dlH^ence in

reading of his (Chaucer's) works themselves and commending them to others of the

younf^er sort, did first brin^' you and me in love with him : and one of them at that

time was and now is (as you know) one of the rarest schoUers in the worlil.* Spe^ht
was at Pctcrhouse, Cambridge, from 1566 to 1573, thus overlapi)inK with Spenser

four years. Did Spenser also come under the inlluence of this ' rare scholler ' ? Wlu)
was he ? Miss Spur^eon, Chaucer danint la critique (u)ii), sug^^ests that it mi^ht
well be Whit^'ift, who was Fellow of IVterhousc, Master of IVmbroke for three months
in 1567, then Master of Trinity Hall, and Re^^ius Professor of Divinity. He was\ice-
Chancellor in 1 579. Slowe, in dedi(alin^,' to him his Annals (i()oo), speaks of his ^jreat

affection towar<ls studies in ^^eneral and to anticjuilies in particular. Miss Spur^jeon

also quotes some mamiscript notes, written in books in the jiossession of Harvey, in

which he insists on Chaucer's learning,', writing; in one place, * t)ther commend I haucer
and Lid^^ate for their witt, pleas;int veine, varietic of jxx'tiial discourse, and all

hiimanitic . I s|)ccially note their Asironomie, philosophic and other parts of profound
or cunning art. Wherein few of their time were n)ore exact Iv learned. It is not

suflicient for poets to be su|)erli( i.d humanists: but llu-v nuist be exijuisite artists

iind curious universal s( holars.' Spenst-r mav thus have owed some of his knowledge
of Chaucer to intercourse with ilarvcv, though his own poetic iustuict wouKl lead

him tu appreciate Ciiuucer un truer lijies than Harvey.
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modesty of Colin's reply barely conceals his deliberate conviction that his

native poetry can gain little inspiration from the rhetoric of classical and

Italian imitation.

Of Muses Hobbinol, I conne no skill,

For they bene daughters of the hyghest Jove.
1 never lyst presume to Parnasse hyll,

But pyping low in shade of lowly grove

1 play to plese myself, al be it ill.^

His master is Tityrus alone ; and if only ' some little drops ' from ' his

learned hedde ' may fall upon him, he need seek no foreign spring. ' That
by Tityrus he meaneth Chaucer,' remarks E. K., ' hath been sufficiently,

said.' The account given by Colin of Chaucer's achievement is in part

fanciful, adapted to the pastoral vein ; and at first sight the relation of

the Shepheardes Calender to Chaucer seems remote enough. But Chaucer

did not appear to the Elizabethan in the light of modern scholarship.

Several of the portraits in the Canterbury Tales were interpreted as the

work of an earnest religious reformer, and the attribution to his authorship

of the Ploicman's Tale, with its allegory of the Pelican and the Gryphon,

would lead Spenser to regard as Chaucerian a use of the beast fable very

different from that suggested by the Nonne Presies Tale. It is evident,

moreover, from the traces in his Hymnes to Love and Beauty, already

written, of Chaucer's Compleynte to Pity, that he saw in Chaucer also the

poet of unhappy love. But more than all was he drawn to him as the

chief of those, who, in the words of Thynne's Preface, which Spenser must

have read,^ ' have right well employed^ themselves to the beautifying and

bettering of the English tongue.' For this was his own ambition. In

Cliaucer he saw ' the well of English undefyled ', in his contemporaries
* a gallimaufry and hodge podge of al other speeches '

; and he set himself

to form a poetic diction on the model of his great master, and so to

recover a beauty which, as it seemed to him, his time had lost. The
pastoral precedent for rustic speech allowed him to introduce dialect

words which were commonly felt to be nearer to the purely native language

than the vocabulary of the cultured, and with these he combined modern
colloquialisms appealing to his ear by their native ring, and archaisms both

genuine and spurious. It may fairly be urged against him that the result

is itself a gallimaufry, though of a different kind from that which he

attacked ; it ' affects the ancients ', and bears the same relation to the

language of Chaucer that his conception of the ' goodly usage of those

antique times ' bears to their reality. But for all its remoteness in certain

respects from the language of real life, suggestive of the ideality of the

poetic mood, it is a genuine attempt at a diction not more elaborate, but

' Shephrardes Calender June, 65 f

.

^ William Thynne's Folio Chaucer was published in 1532, reprinted with additions

ill 1542 and 1550, and with large additions by Stowe in 1561. One of these editions

must have been used by Spenser.
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purer, simpler, more English than the literary language current in his

day, Spenser was fully conscious that his work was tentative, and in the

eclogues of satiric rather than purely poetic intention, he pressed his

experiments to bolder lengths ; but though in his later work he framed

his style with a more careful art, he never departed from the principle

which had inspired the diction of the Shepheardes Calender.

In metre the Shepheardes Calender is no less experimental. Spenser

had no precedent in pastoral tradition for such metrical variety ; in this

hejvvas inspjred_solely by his^oyvn eagerness to explore the native capabilities

of the language. Here, too, though he owes something to his immediate

predecessors both in England and France, he goes back for his models to

an earlier age. He tries his hand at forms suggested by the ballad, at the

irreguiii-fDurrStifiSsed lines, at the regular line of five feet, all traditional

in English poetry, and again finds the fullest and most natural expression

in the metre of Chaucer.^ For the ballad metre, which he only employs

where he is definitely aiming at a rough effect, he found that he had no

taste ; in the \\r\e, of four beats, popular in the fifteenth century, he wrote

with facility, giving Jjl^ variety unknown to earlier employers of it, and

in particular, making delicate use of its opportunities for a triple rhythm.

But he is not sure of its music, and it has been suggested that some of his

metrical irregularities, where his line seems to hover between the irregular

four-stressed line, and the line of five feet, but can in fact be read as

neither, are due to his misreading, through the loss of the pronunciation

oi.the unaccented <?, of some of Chaucer's decasyllabics. This is likely

enough, and is made more likely by his use of the measure in February

and May^ where in other respects his debt to Chaucer is obvious. But
those who hold that the true rhythm of the Chaucerian decasyllabic was

lost to him press their point too far. For with every allowance for change

in pronunciation, much of Chaucer would retain its melody unspoiled.-

This line had degenerated in the hands of feeble artists, and it had been

somewhat stiffly reinstated by Surrey and Wyatt after a study of foreign

models. Since their time Sackville had given some indication of its

solemn dignity and strength, but it was left for Spenser to recapture

the variety, thedclicjaty which it had lost.

JQ its gx^m'^'^p art^ ^'"^r'^'/l/".^'^^^'!}' llcs^ doubtless, the greatest charm
of the Shepheardes Calendery but it makes a further appeal to the lover

' Tliiil interlacing st'Cjuence of rhymes (ah a 1) 1) f h i) foiiiul in Ajnil ami Xovrmbtr,
as well as in the S|Kiiseriaii boiinel and ihe Spenserian stanza, is lonwnimly ascribed

to the inlhienie of .Marot. Hut it is found also in the A 1>C, and Motthrs TaU-, and
other poems of Chaucer's.

' It would he dilficuit to convince mc that S|)enser's liiK* * And trnitiy minstrals

viiihcn milody' was not consciously or unconsciously reminiscent of Chaucer's
* And stniilr Jtnilrs vvikcn tm'ludlf' , .unl if that is so Spenser could hardlvhave read

it as ' And situill Jowh twihin niflody '. It should also he remenihered that SpensiT

makes fre<|uent use liimscif of plurals and possessives in -es to ^jive his lines a lighter

rhythm. His love of archaism was in part melo<lic.
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of Spenser. For this strange pastoral country, with its ideal atmosphere

that gives to intimate personal allusion the remoteness of romance ; with

jits unique blending of artifice and simplicity, of nature and convention,

of deep moral earnestness and tender delicacy of feeling, is, in spite of

all that it has borrowed, a world of Spenser's own. It lies along the

high-road that leads him to Faery land.

Though the Shepheardes Calender was the only work published by

Spenser at this period, he was already known in his own circle as a prolific

writer. E. K. speaks of ' his Dreames, his Legendes^ his Court of Cupid,

and sondry others ', and alludes in the Gloss to Pageants, a translation of

Moschus^ Idyllion of Wandering Love, and a ' sonett ' ; in the Harvey

correspondence of 1579-80 there is reference again to the Dreames,

and to a Dying Pellicane, an Epithalamion Thamesis, My Slomber, Stemmata

Dudleiana, to ' Nine Comedies named after the nine Muses ', and to

parcels of the Faerie Queene. We may also safely conjecture that at

least the first draft of several of the poems published in 1591 was written

by 1580, as well as the bulk of those mentioned in Ponsonby's preface^

to the volume. It is a formidable list ; and even if it contains much that

was in part at least composed at an earlier date, in Cambridge or the

North, it is proof enough that Spenser was busily occupied. Some of this

work is irrecoverably lost, but not a little seems to have been revised and

adapted for incorporation into later poems. The Dreames, of which

Spenser speaks as 'presently to be imprinted, and growen by meanes of

a Gloss full as great as my Calendar ', may have found a place among the

Visions of the Complaints ; the Latin Stemmata Dudleiana may well

have been utilized in T^he Ruines of Time ; and other poems adapted

to embellish the decorative episodes of the Faerie Queene—the Court of

Cupid, for the Masque of Cupid in the third book and the Court in

the sixth, the Epithalamion Thamesis for the marriage of the Thames and

the Medway in the fourth, and the Legendes and Pageants, for some of the

incidental and masque-like allegories, such as the seven deadly sins, or the

procession of the months and seasons. But this is mere conjecture,

however probable ; and in adapting his early poetry to its new surround-

ings Spenser must often have practically rewritten it. A good deal of it

was certainly tentative and experimental, both in form and language.

The elaborate artificiality of style which delighted Harvey in the Dreames

must have afforded a bold contrast with the Shepheardes Calender, and

though it is probable that Spenser wrote chiefly in those different deca-

syllabic stanza forms of which he was already a master, his metrical range

was from the homely ' sonett ' in verse of six accents ^ to the classical

experiments exploited by Sidney and the Areopagus. Of that ' unhappie

verse, the witnesse of his unhappie state,' ^ it is safe to surmise that little

^ Vide p. 470.
' Vide Gloss to October :

' as soote as Swanne ', &c., p. 459.
' Vide lamhiciim Trinietrum, p. 636.
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has been lost. For of all the poems mentioned to Harvey, Epithalamion

Jhamesis alone is spoken of as an attempt at the new 'English versifying',

and had others been written in this manner they would surely have been

the subject of Harvey's enthusiastic comment. Spenser's interest in the

movement did not check his more natural poetic utterance, and while,

he acted as arbiter between the theories of Harvey and the London
Areopagus, and threw oft a few verses as absurdly unmusical as theirs, he

only accepted their main contentions ' against his better judgment, not

deceiv'd '. His interjected query, ' why, a God's name may we not have

the kingdom of our language ?
' ^ expressed for Spenser the vital truth

upon the whole matter.

But full as the time was of strenuous and varied poetic activity, the more
worldly and practical side of Spenser had now the upper hand. Poetry

was a noble pastime, even a vocation, but for a gentleman it was not

a profession. All it could do for him would be to bring his talents to the

notice of those who were in the position to better his fortunes. In the

service of the great Leicester, on terms of easy intercourse with Sidney

and Dyer, received in audience of the queen, and enjoying some at least

of the pleasures of court life, he seemed to be on the threshold of a brilliant

public career. He was under no delusions as to the sordid aspects of the

world in which he found himself, he saw much about him that was

degenerate, and even now he contrasted it with that nobler society which
he imagined in the past.^ But he was ready enough to make the best

of things as he found them, and with all the energy of his ardent nature

he threw himself into the new life that was opening out before him. The
success he had already won seemed to justify his ambitions, and to urge

him on to bolder action. ' Whiles the iron is hote, it is good striking, and

mindes of Nobles varic as their Estates,' he writes to Harvey (October 1579),

and the whole tone of his letter expresses the mood of one who thinks

less of poetry for its own sake than for the effect it is calculated to produce

upon his fortunes. He hesitates about the publication of the Sht'pht'ardcs

Calender then ready to appear, and withholds other poems, * least by
over-much cloying their noble cares, I should gather a contempt of myself,

or else sccmc rather for gaine and commoditic to doe it, for some sweetc-

nessc that I have already tasted.' He is about to go overseas for his

' Vide Lriter In Harvey, p. Or 2.

' SiK-iiser's btlii'f ill ;i j^oldtii u^^c iici-d not be taken literall\-. l)ut tluro can he no
doubt tliat his crilieisnis of I he shoricominj^s of his own lime were intensciv sincere.

He was idways aciilelv sensitive to llie unlovely, both in thinjjs external and ihinjjs

of the spirit ; and I fay often weighed heavy u|>on his niiiid and founil forcible

utteranre both in his letters aiid poems. The more pra(ti(al llarvev eonlinually
criliei/.ed his friend's uncompromising; itlealism. A l«»iij^ letter from llarvev al>out

this time ((jiioted tlrosart, J.ije oj .Sf>tttstr,\>\>. 74 5). in answer to one from S|H-nser

that is lost, rales him for it. Cf. also Harvey's crilif ism of Mother Iluhhcrds Talc
((jiioted p. xxiii). and the words put into the niouih of I lobbitiol in Colin Clouts Come
Ilottw A^aine (II. 7.li--|H).
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Lordship, and he feels that he is on the road to fortune. Harvey's reply

was evidently written with the object of cooling his young friend's ardour.

He is a little doubtful of the progress that Spenser is making, and is unkind
enough to question whether he will go abroad at all. Whether Harvey
was right in this we cannot say ; but it is certain that his general scepti-

cism, due perhaps to his knowledge of Spenser's sanguine temperament,
was not ill-judged. It is clear that in his desire to serve Leicester Spenser

overreached himself and met with a rebuff. The introductory sonnet

to Virgils Gnat, published in 1591, but ' long since dedicated to the most
noble and excellent Lord, the Earle of Leicester, late deceased ', which
can only refer to this period, makes it obvious that some action which
Spenser took in the interests of his patron was resented, and got him into

trouble. Where evidence is so fragmentary it would be rash to dogmatize:

but the key to the mystery is probably to be found in Mother Hubberds

Tale}

To those who played a part in directing the policy of the nation

these were stirring times. Queen Elizabeth was obviously attracted by
the Duke of Alen^on, and so successful had been the intrigues of Simier,

his master of the robes, that the announcement of her marriage was

anticipated as fully as it was dreaded. The aversion of the whole country

to the match was intensified in the Puritans, who remembered the im-

plication of the family of Alengon in the massacre of St. Bartholomew,

and feared that so unholy an alliance would end in the restoration of

Roman Catholicism. Burghley was commonly supposed to favour the

match ; and they looked to Leicester as the one man able to influence the

queen against her present inclination.

In tracing the adventures of the fox and the ape Spenser combined
a satire against a church reformed in little but name, in which by dis-

graceful shifts men crept into preferment, with attacks upon the court,

where foreign influence tended to destroy the more sterling native

qualities that he set forth in his portrait of the brave courtier. But to this

he adds a second allegory in which, though the main actors remain the

same, the fable changes, and invites a more definite interpretation. The
lion who in the earlier part signified Leicester now becomes the queen,

. and Elizabeth's habit of nicknaming her courtiers with the names of

' animals suggests to him to represent the court as a world of beasts. The
ape has stolen the lion's cloak and sceptre, and by that means is ruling

over the kingdom surrounded by ' foreine beasts not in the forest bred ',

and to the great advantage of the fox, who 'feeds his cubs with fat of all

the soyle '. This is Spenser's forecast of what will result from the coalition

of Alengon and Burghley. And the disaster is only avoided when Jove

sends Mercury to warn the sovereign lion of the indignity that he is

suffering in his slumber. Thus would Spenser arouse Leicester to his

* Cf. Greenlaw, Spenser and the Earl of Leicester (Mod.Lang. Assoc, of Am.. 1910),

where the political significance of the poem is fully and convincingly worked out.
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responsibility, and awaken both him and the queen to the impending

national danger.

This scathing attack upon what was thought to be Burghley's policy,

and upon the obvious wishes of the queen, revealed in Spenser a fearless!

independence hardly calculated to advance his fortunes. A Puritan whc

had denounced the French match in a pamphlet had lost the right hanc

with which he wrote it ; and Sidney, who had the courage to send to th^

queen a dignified remonstrance, was banished the court. Spenser took

his cue from Sidney. He had, of course, no intention of publishing his

poem, and to what extent it was circulated in manuscript it is impossible

to say ; but if its drift reached the ears of Burghley or any of his cubs, it is

quite enough to account for the irreconcilable disfavour with which

Spenser had always to reckon from the Lord Treasurer. To Leicester,

who, whatever his private feelings, had no open quarrel with Burghley,

such a satire from one of his proteges could only be an embarrassment.

Whether this poem was or was not the service which Spenser thought

that his master had so ill requited, it is at least typical of over-zeal, and

an anxiety to direct rather than to follow, which is rarely appreciated

by a great lord in his subordinate. The criticism which the more pru-

dent Harvey passed later upon Mother Hiibberds Tale was just enough.

Its author ' in the heat of choler had wilfully overshot his miscontented

self '. And Spenser had to pay the penalty of his indiscretion. When
he wrote to Harvey in April 1580, it was to express no eager hopes for

his budding fortunes : he now reverts to the safer subject of ' English

versifying ', and in speaking of his own literary projects shows the keen

disappointment that he has suffered.

O Tito, slquid ego,

Ecquid erit pretii ?

Harvey in his reply good-naturedly twits him with his extravagant!

expectations, and reminds him of the gloomy view of poetry taken by'
Cuddie in the Shepheardes Calender. In August preferment came,

though it was not the preferment for which he had hoped. He was

appointed private secretary by Grey, the new Lord Deputy, and with him
set sail for Ireland, which was thenceforth to be his home. But he had

no reason to be dissatisfied ; for it was a good opening, and it brought

him into close contact with that man who, next to Sidney, had the deepest

and most permanent influence upon his imagination.

Arthur, Lord Grey of Wilton, was already distinguished as soldier and
patron of letters. I Ic was a zealous Puritan who saw in Roman Catliolicism

the root cause of the disaffection of Ireland. He accepted the appointment
with some hesitation, for he knew that he did not enjoy the favour of the

queen ; and tlie task before him, beset as it was with ilangcr and difficulty,

was impossible witlioutlheconfidence and supportof the home government.
But once in Ireland he set Ijimscif with unflinching sternness to execute



xxiv INTRODUCTION.
his conception of duty. To the governors of those days the only course

open seemed to be one of suppression, and what others accepted from
a sense of political expediency was to Grey a deep religious obligation.

No compromise was possible, there could be no half measures. Ireland,

said Grey, could not be built up ' before force have planed the ground
for the foundation ', and he lost no time in setting about the planing.

When he landed in Dublin the country was in a ferment, torn by feuds

of one clan against another, and united only in deadly hatred of the

English. In the south Desmond was in active revolt, and Grey soon

learned that on the south-west coast of Kerry a band of foreign invaders,

under the Pope's blessing, had landed and fortified a port at Smerwick,

which was to serve as the base for attacks upon the English rule. Grey
first marched against the rebels at Glenmalure in Wicklow and suffered

a reverse. Then he turned to Smerwick, reduced it to surrender, and

put the whole garrison of 600 to the sword, 400 of them ' as gallant and
goodly persons as of any I ever beheld '. Through the length and breadth

of Ireland he passed like a scourge, hanging and mutilating the rebels,

burning the crops, reducing the wretched inhabitants to surrender by the

terror of famine and the sword. His record after two years' campaign

in Ireland was ' 1,485 chief men and gentlemen slain, not accounting those

of the meaner sort, nor yet executions by law, which were innumerable '.

Grey's term of office does not make pleasant reading. But it is idle to

expect the humanitarianism of the twentieth century in an Elizabethan

who combined the spirit of imperialism with the religious fervour of an

early crusader. He reproached himself with a lack of thoroughness in

the extirpation of his foes ; and to the criticism of an unsympathetic

government which professed to dislike his cruelty whilst, in reality, it

only grudged his expenditure, ' he sorrowed that pity for the wicked and

evil should be enchanted unto Her Majesty.' And Spenser endorsed all

that Grey did. To him, and he must have had ample opportunity for

judging, Grey was a man ' whom, who that well knewe, knewe him to be

most gentell, affable, loving, and temperate, but that the necessitye of

that present state of thinges enforced him to that violence, and allmost

changed his very naturall disposition '. As private secretary he would
probably accompany Grey on all his expeditions ; and the vivid pictures

which he drew of the poverty and destitution of Ireland, which suggested

not a little detail in the Faerie Queene, read like the records of an eye-

witness. The Veiie of the Present State of Irelafid, written some years later,

is a reasoned defence of Grey's character and policy, and that same man
who after two years' fruitless attempt to crush rebellion was recalled

to England to undergo a strict examination of his stewardship, was

glorified in the Faerie Ouecne as Sir^rtegall, the chosen instrument of

Justice
—

' Most sacred vcrtue she of all the rest.'

After Grey's departure Spenser remained in Ireland executing subordi-

nate but not unlucrative duties as a civil servant. Already, in the previous
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year, he had been appointed Clerk of Decrees and Recognizances in the

Irish Court of Chancery, and had obtained the lease of the Abbey and

Manor of Enniscorthy, in Wexford County. But the Abbey was not long

his home, if indeed he ever lived there, for in December 1581, he had

relinquished it in favour of one Richard Synot, and in the following

month was granted for six years a house in Dublin, valued at five pounds.

Later in 1582 the House of Friars, called New Abbey, Co. Kildare,

was granted to him to be held on a twenty-one years' lease at a rent of

three pounds. In May 1583 'Edmund Spenser of New Abbey' is

nominated with some others ' to be a commissioner of musters in the

County of Kildare, its crosses and marches, to summon all the subjects

of each barony, and there so mustered to assess in warlike apparel, arms,

horse, horsemen, and footmen, according to the quantity of their lands

and goods, according to the ancient customs and laws of the kingdom and

the instructions of the Lords Justices '.^ In the following two years he

performs a similar ofhce. In 1586 he dates a sonnet to Harvey from

Dublin ; in 1589 he succeeds his friend Ludovick Bryskett as Clerk of the

Council of Munster. This Council, with Sir John Norreys as its president,

was actively engaged in ' planting ' Munster with English colonists,

dividing the province into different seigniories to be assigned to different

gentlemen undertakers whom the crown was anxious to enrich, and by

whose influence the barbarism and destitution of the country should be

civilized and turned to prosperity. Prominent among these was Sir

Walter Ralegh, who obtained various grants, amounting in all to some

forty thousand acres. Spenser himself received the more modest grant

of the manor and castle of Kilcolman in the county of Cork. It consisted

of 3,028 acres, with six English householders settled under him as culti-

vators of the land. The date at which he took up his residence at

Kilcolman cannot be exactly determined, but his resignation in 1587 of

his Clerkship in Dublin, the same year that the lease of his Dublin house

ran out, points to that time. The grant was not ratified until 1591, but

he was certainly in possession two years before.

Spenser's life during these nine years was not entirely occupied with

official business. He had leisure for literary work, and he had now com-
pleted the first three books of that great poem on which he had embarked
before leaving England. And though he must often have been lonely,

and thrown entirely upon his own resources, he was not altogether cut off

from the stimulus of congenial society. In Dublin, holding various

offices under the crown, was a coterie of Englishmen who loved learning

and held Spenser in high repute as scholar and as j^oct. No biographer

of Spenser can leave unquoted the account given by Bryskett, in his

Discourse of Civil Lijf^ of a gathering of friends at his cottage near

Dublin. Touched with the dignity and courtly grace of the Renaissance

* V'itic Kcporls of Pffuily Krrpt-r of Ptihlic Frcnrds in Irrlnftd. (luoU-d hv Buck :

New Facts concernitifi the Ltje oj Spenser (Mod. I^m^;. Notes, DuctjUkt k^^).
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dialogue, it casts a vivid light upon the character of the society into

which Spenser was thrown, and upon the part he played in it.

* Yet is there a gentleman in this company,' says Bryskett, ' whom I have
had often a purpose to intreate, that as his liesure might serue him, he would
vouchsafe to spend some time with me to instruct me in some hard points

which I cannot of myselfe understand ; knowing him to be not onely perfect

in the Greek tongue, but also very well read in Philosophic, both morall and
naturall. Neuertheless such is my bashfulnes, as I neuer yet durst open my
mouth to disclose this my desire unto him, though I have not wanted some
hartning thereunto from himselfe. For of loue and kindnes to me, he encouiaged
me long sithens to follow the reading of the Greeke tongue, and offered me his

helpe to make me vnderstand it. But now that so good an oportunitie is

offered vnto me, to satisfie in some sort my desire ; I thinke I should commit
a great fault, not to myselfe alone, but to all this company, if I should not

enter my request thus farre, as to moue him to spend this time which we have
now destined to familiar discourse and conuersation, in declaring unto us the

great benefits which men obtaine by the knowledge of Morall Philosophic, and
in making us to know what the same is, what be the parts thereof, whereby
vertues are to be distinguished from vices ; and finally that he will be pleased

to run ouer in such order as he shall thinke good, such and so many principles

and rules thereof, as shall serue not only for my better instruction, but also

for the contentment and satisfaction of you al. For I nothing doubt, but that

euery one of you will be glad to heare so profitable a discourse and thinke

the time very wel spent wherin so excellent a knowledge shal be reuealed unto

you, from which euery one may be assured to gather some fruit as wel as myselfe.

Therefore (said I) turning myselfe to M. Spenser^ It is you sir, to whom it per-

talneth to shew yourselfe courteous now unto us all and to make vs all beholding

unto you for the pleasure and profit which we shall gather from your speeches,

if you shall vouchsafe to open unto vs the goodly cabinet, in which this excellent

treasure of vertues lleth locked up from the vulgar sort. And thereof in the

behalfe of all as for myselfe, I do most earnestly intreate you not to say vs nay.

Vnto which wordes of mine euery man applauding most with like words of

request and the rest with gesture and countenances expressing as much,
M. Spenser answered in this manner : Though it may seeme hard for me, to

refuse the request made by you all, whom euery one alone, I should for many
respects be willing to gratlfie

;
yet as the case standeth, I doubt not but with

the consent of the most part of you, I shall be excused at this time of this taske

which would be laid vpon me, for sure I am, that it is not vnknowne unto you,

that I haue alreedy vndertaken a work tending to the same effect, which is in

hcroical verse under the title of a Faerie Queene to represent all the moral vertues,

; assigning to euery vertue a Knight to be the patron and defender of the same,

in whose actions and feates of arms and chlualry the operations of that vertue

whereof he Is the protector, are to be expressed, and the vices and unruly

appetites that oppose themselves against the same, to be beaten down and
ouercome. Which work, as I haue already well entred into, if God shall please

to spare me life that I may finish It according to my mind, your wish [Al. Bryskett)

will be In some sort accomplished, though perhaps not so effectually as you
could desire. And the same may very well serue for my excuse, if at this time

I craue to be forborne In this your request, since any discourse, that I might
make thus on the sudden in such a subject would be but simple, and little to

your satisfactions. For It would require good aduisement and premeditation
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for any man to vndertake the declaration of these points that you have proposed,

containing in effect the Ethicke part of Morall Philosophic. Whereof since

I haue taken in hand to discourse at large in my poeme before spoken, I hope

the expectation of that work may serue to free me at this time from speaking

in that matter, notwithstanding your motion and all your intreaties. But
I will tell you how I thinke by himselfe he may very well excuse my speech,

and yet satisfie all you in this matter. I haueseene(as he knoweth)a translation

made by himselfe out of the Italian tongue of a dialogue comprehending all

the E thick part of Moral Philosophy, written by one of those three he formerly

mentioned, and that is by Giraldi vnder the title of a dialogue of ciuil life.

If it please him to bring us forth that translation to be here read among vs,

or otherwise to deliuer to us, as his memory may serue him, the contents of

the same 5 he shal (I warrant you) satisfie you all at the ful, and himselfe wil

haue no cause but to thinke the time well spentin reuiewing his labors, especially

in the company of so many his friends, who may thereby reape much profit

and the translation happily fare the better by some mending it may receiue

in the perusing, as all writings else may do by the often examination of the same.

Neither let it trouble him that I so turne ouer to him againe the taske he wold
haue put me to; for it faileth out fit for him to verifie the principall of all this

Apologie, euen now made for himselfe ; because thereby it will appeare that

he hath not withdrawne himselfe from seruice of the state to Hue idle or wholly

priuate to himselfe, but hath spent some time in doing that which may greatly

benefit others and hath serued not a little to the bettering of his owne mind,
and increasing of his knowledge, though he for modesty pretend much ignorance,

and pleade want in wealth, much like some rich beggars, who either of custom,
or for couetousnes, go to begge of others those things whereof they haue no
want at home. With this answer of M. Spensers it seemed that all the company
were wel satisfied, for after some few speeches whereby they had shewed an
extreme longing after his worke of the Faerie Queenc^ whereof some parcels had
been by some of them scene, they all began to presse me to produce my tiansla-

tion mentioned by M. Spenser that it might be perused among them ; or else

that I should (as near as I could) dcliucr unto them the contents of the same,
supposing that my memory would not much faile me in a thing so studied and
advisedly set downe in writing as a translation must be.'

In the early autumn of 1589 Spenser received a visit from Sir Walter
Ralegh. Ousted by the Earl of Essex from the favour of Elizabeth,

Ralegh thought it prudent to absent himself from court, and he had come
to Ireland to look to his Munster estates, and to reflect upon further

schemes for the advancement of his country's glory and his own ambitions.

Ralegh stands out in the history of the time as perhaps the completest

representative of the I'lli/.ahcthan spirit. Like Sidney he \v;is a brilliant
J

scholar, who took a keen interest in the development of literature, and
was anxious to add to his other distinctions that of the patron of artistic

genius
; like Sidney, though with a difference, he was himself a man of

letters ; like Sidney he despised the more cautious policy of iUirghley,

and was eager to strike at the power of Spain by naval enterprise and by I

the concjuest and colonization of lands beyond the seas. But where I

Sidney had only dreamed, Ralegh had already achieved. Eii/.abetli had
indeed granted to Sidney vast tracts of land in America, but she had
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never allowed him to cross the Atlantic; and he had to rest content

with the exercise of -his martial prowess in the tourney and in single

combat, and with the final sacrifice of his life at Zutphen in a barren

campaign against Philip in the Netherlands. Ralegh, in the daring spirit

of a modern adventurer, had rivalled the exploits of Frobisher and Drake
;

he had bearded the Spaniards upon the high seas, and pursued the glories

of knight errantry in the guise of a buccaneer. He had made persistent

and costly efforts to found the colony of Virginia, and had taken an active

part in the pursuit of the Armada. And now his presence at Kilcolman

stirred all Spenser's youthful ambitions. It was not their first meeting.

Both had enjoyed, at the same time, the patronage of Leicester, and

Ralegh serving under Grey had been one of the captains appointed to

carry out the massacre of the surrendered garrison at Smerwick. But

now, under Spenser's roof, they were drawn into a closer intimacy.

JEach confided to the other his literary projects and ambitions, and

Ralegh was not slow in recognizing the supreme merits of the Faerie

Queene. His own restless energy reawakened in Spenser the desire to

push his fortunes at Court. They set sail together, and before the

close of the year Spenser was in London. Ralegh, once more in favour,

presented him to the queen and he was graciously received. On the

first of December the first instalment of the Faerie Queene was entered

at the Stationers' Hall. Early in the next year it was published, with

the dedication ' to the most mighty and magnificent Empresse Elizabeth,

by the grace of God, Queene of England, France, and Ireland ; Defender

of the Faith, &c.. Her most humble servant : Ed. Spenser '.

Not content with the mere dedication of the poem to the queen, Spenser

added seventeen sonnets, in which he commended his work to the

most powerful men of the day. The list is highly significant ; for no

poem had ever before been brought by its author to the attention of so

august a company. The different language in which he appealed to each

for his favour and interest throws much light upon the attitude in which

he regarded them. To Sir Christopher Hatton and Lord Burghley he

writes as grave counsellors, the pillars of the state, to the Earl of Oxford,

the Lord Howard, High Admiral, to Sir John Norreys, as men whose fame

he has already eternized, and to Essex as one whose ' heroic parts ' will

form his future theme. The sonnet to Lord Buckhurst pays fine tribute

to ' the lofty numbers and heroick style ' of the Induction ; he addresses

Lord Grey in terms of deep gratitude and personal devotion, and Ralegh

I as his comrade in song, the ' deare delight ' of his sovereign, her soldier

I and poet. Nor did he forget the memory of him who had first encouraged

his art. Sidney was dead ; but to ' that most heroick spirit ' he pays

homage in a sonnet to his sister the Countess of Pembroke. He concludes

with addresses to his cousin Lady Carey, and ' to all the gratious and
beautiful I^adies in the Court.'

The success of the poem was immediate, and the literary world was not
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slow to recognize that the promise of the ' newe poete ' was more than

fulfilled. For more than a year London seems to have been his head-

quarters, and here he could enjoy his triumph to the full. It was in the

summer of 1590, perhaps, that he paid a prolonged visit to the neighbour-

hood of Alton in Hampshire, for Aubrey was informed that ' Mr. Spenser

lived sometime in these parts, in this delicate sweete aire, where he

enjoyed his Muse, and writt good part of his verses '
;
^ but in the autumn

he would be back again at the centre of culture, on easy terms with all

lovers of the arts. Among the ladies of the court he had many friends,

and some of them he honoured with the dedication of poems. For the

Countess of Pembroke he wrote the Ruines of Time ' to the renowning
Df the race of the Dudleys and to the eternizing of the chiefe of them
late deceased ', in particular Sir Philip Sidney. To the Marquesse of

Northampton he dedicates Dap/maida, and to each of his cousins, Lady
Strange, Lady Compton and Montegle, and Lady Carey, he dedicates

a poem, addressing Lady Carey in terms which suggest a special intimacy.

There can be no doubt that Spenser anticipated substantial recognition 1

Df his poetic fame in the shape of a post of responsibility under the crown.
He had too great a sympathy with the national ideals of Sidney and of

Ralegh to desire a mere sinecure ; and his bitterest scorn was always

directed against those who spent their lives hanging about the court in

idleness ; but it is clear that he aspired to some office which would give

^lis ambitions a fuller scope than his Munster clerkship. Yet this was
lot to be. The queen might be personally attracted to Ralegh, as she had
Dcen before to Leicester, but she still trusted Burghlcy, and from Burghley
chat man had little to hope who appeared at court under the patronage
Df Leicester, Ralegh, and later of Essex ; whilst his unswerving loyalty

to his friends, when they were dead or out of favour, did not mark him
is the likely recipient of worldly honours. Rather more than a year after

lis great poem had appeared he received a pension of fifty pounds a year,

ind with this he had to rest content. His impressions of the darker side

Df court life, which had disgusted him ten years before, were now in-

tensified. It was probably when he saw that all his hopes were frustrate

ind that nothing could be gained by a silence intolerable to his impulsive \

lature, that he collected his volume of CofupLunts, in which he voices his I

icspair at the neglect of the arts and the degeneracy of the times, and
:ontinually attributes them to the sinister influence of Burgiilcy. Among
these poems he included his early satire of Mother llubbt-nls Jiih\ adding
to it that magnificently scornful exposure of the pitiful state of the\
)Uitor at court.

Spenser's inability to obtain court j^ri-ferment has been the cause of manv

* NVc have no nu-:ms of drti-riniiiiii^ accurately :il what |)ciio(l of S|hiisci's life

his visit was paid; but il is dillK iil( to lit it in to the crowded years luforc he Icfl

or Irtlaud, and on his second visit to Ijij^dand (1595-6) he wrote little poetry.
H«ii(e the siimtucr of 15(^0 sceins the most probable date.
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a diatribe against the neglect of literature in general and the stinginess

of Elizabeth and Burghley in particular. But apart from the fact that

Burghley had good reason to dislike him, this criticism is beside the mark.

For why should the man of letters, and above all the poet, expect to

receive rewards from a world that has little in common with his peculiar

gifts, and to receive them in the form of an appointment which can only

divert him from following the true bent of his genius ? As a matter of

fact, Spenser was treated far better than many poets have been. j^50 a year

may seem a meagre price for an immortal poem, but the present age can

hardly be expected to pay what is, after all, the debt of posterity. More-
over, it must not be forgotten that ^^50 represents at least ^400 of our

money to-day. This, as a free gift from the crown to a man who had

already been presented with a gentleman's estate in Ireland, and was

in no need of court aid, was, at least, a pleasant recognition of his genius.

Spenser realized fully enough that the court was no place for a poet to

thrive, and that the better side of his nature could only find its realization

in retirement with the Muses. Part of the satire in Mother Hubberds 7ale

is implicitly directed at the poet for going to court ; and though to the

end of his life there were moments in which he reflected with bitterness

upon his unrealized ambitions, it is clear that he became more and more
reconciled to his lot. The tone in which Colin Clout explains the reasons

for his return ^ is very different from the invective of Mother Hubberds

Tale, and the words by which Melibee almost persuades the heroic

Sir Calidore to be a shepherd, give voice to what was surely the poet's

settled mood.

The time was once, In my first prime of yeares,

When pride of youth forth pricked my desire,

When I disdain'd among my equall peares

To follow sheepe, and shepheards base attire ;

For further fortune then I would inquire.

And leaning home, to roiall court I sought

;

Where I did sell my selfe for yearely hire,

And in the Princes gardin daily wrought :

There I beheld such vaineness as I neuer thought.

With sight whereof soone cloyd, and long deluded
With idle hopes, which them doe entertaine,

After I had ten yeares my selfe excluded
From natiue home, and spent my youth in vaine,
I gan my follies to my selfe to plaine,

And this sweet peace, whose lackc did then appeare.
Tho backe returning to my sheepe againe,

I from thenceforth have learn'd to loue more deare
This lowly quiet life, which I inherite here. (vi. ix. 24, 25.)

In London, surrounded by those who enjoyed princely favour and were
playing for big stakes, the lesson was harder to learn; but even there the

' Colin Clouts Come Home Againe, 660-822.
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beauties revealed to his imagination had power to drive away the sullen

:are which afflicted him

Through discontent of his long fruitlesse staye

In princes court, and expectation vayne
Of idle hopes, which still doe fly away.

\.t Kilcolman, by the side of the MuUa, in the country whose beauty he

tiad come to love, he was content. It is as fatal to high poetic achievement

to live in the strenuous pursuit of fortune as to be condemned to unin-

terrupted 'distance from the kind'. In truth, life in Ireland, with

occasional visits to pngland, to quicken and to feed his interest in affairs,

and at the same time to make him appreciate more fully the peace that

awaited him at home, was a good life for the poet, and he knew it.

To Ireland he returned, probably in the spring of 1591,^ leaving behind

Kim, ready for publication, his volume of Complaints.

This volume, as we have seen, contains work completed during his

stay in London, but it takes us back to his earliest years of authorship.

VVe can safely attribute to his undergraduate days the Visions of du Bellay

and the Visions of Petrarch, a mere rehandling of the versions he had

written for Van der Noodt. The former are turned with as little change

as possible from blank verse to sonnets of Shakespearian form, and a few

poems omitted by Van der Noodt are added to the series (6, 8, 13, 14).

The latter needed less manipulation, for he had rhymed them in his

earlier version ; but in four of the first six he had originally kept to the

twelve Hnes of Marot's rendering, and these he expanded to sonnet form; in

place of the quatrain which in 1 569 closed the series he now added a sonnet

Df his own rhyme system (abab bcbc cdcd ee). To the same period belongs

* The exact iime at which S|)cnser returned to Ireland cannot be determined with
:ertainty. He dated Daphnaida from London ' this first of Jan. 1591 ', which
iccordinf,' to the old style of reckoninj^, by which the year be^an with March 25,

would mean 1592. On the other hand, Colin Clout is dated from Kilcolman, Decem-
ber 27, 1591. A journey from Ireland could hardly liave been made in three days,

md we have to choose between re^ardinj^ lither (i) one or other of the dates as a mis-

|>rint, or (2) the datin^j of Daphnaida as intentionally according to the new style,

')r (3) the datii)K of Colin Clout from Kilcolman as a ruse to fit in with the general

corice[)tion of the poem. Mr. 1*. Lon^ has ar^;;ued ably for the last alternative, but
I cannot brin^ myself to accept it. Though much of the detail and the setting of

the poem is undeniably fictitious, its whole spirit su^j^ests to my mind that Spenser
iiad actually returned to Irelaiul when he wrote it, and was reviewinj:; for Kalej^h's

[)leasure and his own satisfaction his visit to London, ils disappointments and con-

iolations. Hut in any case, S|K-nser was in London in December iqtjo, when his

Complaints was entered at the .Stationers' Hall. The statt-nienl, therefore, in my
preface to the Minor Poems of Sprusrr, ("larendon Press, njio (p. xvii), that the

venture (»f the publisher was undertaken after Spenser's departure over sea, ami that
therefore he had no opportunity of correct iuj^ the proofs, is justly pointed out l)y

Mr. L(»in; as untenable. It is indeed (piite likely that he did not see the proofs,

f)ut he caruiot have been innocent of the publication of the volume, thou^jh its

contents su(j^est reasons why he mi^jhl w ish to ap|K'ar so ; and the Preface contributed

by Ponsonby nuist have l>een a piece of intentional mystilication.

SPENSER I)
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the translation of Du Bellay's Antiquitez, de Rome^ in the Shakespearian

form, and soon after, whilst still dominated by the influence of the Pleiade,

he must have written his own original sequence, the Visions of the Worlds

Vanitie. He was, doubtless, interested in the work of the Pleiade upon its

formal side, but he was attracted to their matter also. His natural

addiction to allegory was strengthened by his study of their work; and
the recurrent themes of the vanity of the world, and the degeneracy of

the times, as well as their insistence upon the immortality which verse

alone can bestow, had more than a passing effect upon him.

Later than this, and belonging to his early London years, are Virgils

Gnat and Mother Hubberds Tale, though Mother' Hubberds Tale was

specially revised and in part rewritten for publication in 1591. Virgils

Gnat was described by Wharton as a ' vague and arbitrary paraphrase *

of the pseudo-Virgilian Culex, and certainly it reads more like an original

poem than a translation. It is more than half as long again as the Culex,

and Spenser^ with his love of a fluent and leisurely style, has felt himself

free in it to elaborate and expand as his fancy suggested. Already his

soft Muse delights to play,

Aa easie running verse with tender feete,

and in its peculiar use of assonance, alliteration, and the iteration of word
and verbal cadence, Virgils Gnat is not a little suggestive of the style

that Spenser was later to bring to perfection,^

Of the political significance of Mother Hubberds Tale I have spoken

already. Its poetical importance is even greater. Like the early Visions

it is allegorical, but for its inspiration he has turned away from the em-
blematic devices of the Pleiade to the more comprehensive methods of

mediaeval allegory. Caxton's translation of Renard the Fox has supplied

him with the plot ; its manner shows the further influence of Chaucer.

In the Shepheardes Calender he had aimed at the formation of an ideal

poetic diction on the model of Chaucer ; now he takes the same model

upon simpler lines, his object being to write in the familiar style without

the richness of allusion, so predominant in his work as a whole, and with

only the faintest touch of archaism. ' Simple is the devise and the com-
position meane,' he tells us. The language is essentially plain, and admirably

suited to clear and forcible narrative. And his use of the heroic couplet

has all the ease of mastery. But not only is the poem in metre and

language Chaucerian, Spenser has here caught successfully something of

^ A comparison of 11. 377-84 with Cidex 237-40
' Et Tityos, Latona, tuae mcmor anxius irae

(Implacabilis ira nimis) iacet alitis esca.

icrreor, a tantis insistere, terreor, umbris,

ad Sty{;;ias revocatus aquas,'

will at the same time show the manner in which Spenser expanded his original, and
sufjgest one at least of the sources whence he learnt his musical device of repetition.

Cf. p. Ixiii, injra.
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the Chaucerian spirit. The gravely-drawn portrait of the formal priest,

who could not read or write :

Of such deep learning little had he neede,

Ne yet of Latine, ne of Greeke, that breede,

Doubts mongst Divines, and difference of texts,

From whence arise diversitie of sects,

And hateful heresies, of God abhor'd :

But this good Sir did follow the plaine word,

Ne meddled with their controversies vaine (11. 386-91).

—as well as the sermon that follows,with its sublime excuse for the neglect

of all a pastor's duties by the text All shalbe taught of God, is in the best

vein of Chaucerian irony. Like Chaucer too he does not labour his

moral, but tells his story vividly and in places with a real humour. But
from this he can rise into the manner more essentially characteristic of

his own art. His idealism finds voice in the brief appeal against the

degradation of poetry and in the picture of the brave courtier, his indig-

nation in the magnificent outburst of invective at the pitiful suitor's state.

Mother Hubberds Tale is Spenser's only poem written with a definite

satiric purpose ; it reveals a combination of qualities which are not

commonly attributed to him—a satiric power ranging from the slyest sug-

gestion to savage irony, a shrewd and humorous knowledge of the world,

and a certain primitive understanding of both animal and human nature.

The Teares of the Muses and the Ruines of Time are far less interesting.

The whole tone of the former, out of touch with the development of

poetry which finds such generous if somewhat uncritical recognition only

a little later in Colin Clouts Come Home Againe, suggests that it was.i

written at least before Spenser's return from Ireland, and perhaps earlier '

still. Passages in it recall the language of Cuddic in October of the

Shepheardes Calender, but there is no Piers to give the antidote, and the

monotonous harping upon the degeneracy of the times does not ring

entirely true. The Ruines of Time also contains early work, and in

the ' tragick Pagcaunts ' with vvhich it closes wc have a return to the

emblematic art of tlie early Visions. But from a lament wliich, for the

most part, is conventional botli in style and setting, Spenser rises to

genuine feeling in his scorn for the ' courting masker ' who fawned on
the great Leicester in the days of his prosperity, and now that he is dead
upbraids his deeds (197-224) ; and in his tribute to Sidney's memory
(281-343) his verse takes on that peculiarly haunting melody in which

he is wont to voice an intimate emotion.

Muinpotmos was written in 1 590 ; it seems to have been printed

separately in that year and tlien added to the Complaints. Its tone is very

different from the other contents of the book. The lines which Keats

borrowed from it as a motto for his first volume :

Wliat more fclicitle can fall to creature

'I'lian to enjoy delight with lihcrtlc ?
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express the spirit in which Spenser wrote it. It is surely a mistake to

read into this delicious jeu (Tesprit a moral or satirical intention. For

once Spenser was not sage nor serious, but simply a poet, spinning for

sheer delight in his craft a web of verse as delicate as Arachne's. The
fineness of Spenser's art is often shown in his delineation of insects ;

^

here his butterfly is exquisitely painted ; and so lovely is the garden

into which he strays that Milton drew hints from it for his Paradise.

Muiopotmos stands with Nymphidia and the fairy scenes of A Midsummer
Night's Dream as the most charming of Elizabethan fantasies.

Here and there in Muiopotmos are lines which show that Spenser's

love of Chaucer had not waned ; and this is still clearer from Daphna'ida,

which celebrates the mourning of Sir Arthur Gorges for his lost wife.

In writing this lament for a lady with whom he had no personal acquain-

tance he turned to the Boke of the Duchesse, where Chaucer was engaged

upon a similar task ; and both in his general design and in many details

he is indebted to his master.^ But Chaucer's octosyllabics he felt to

be unsuited both to the subject and to his own genius. All through

the volume of Complaints he had been experimenting in different

combinations of the five-foot line :
^ here, in Daphnaida, by transposing

the fifth and sixth lines of the verse royal and thus avoiding the couplet

ending, he invents a new stanza of singular sweetness and beauty.

Back in Ireland, Spenser settled down once more to the duties of his

clerkship, and to the management of his estate. A quarrel with his

neighbour. Lord Roche, had troubled him before his departure, and though

this was settled, apparently in his favour, at the English courts, another

dispute with Roche over three plough-lands, which Spenser was accused of

appropriating, converting ' a grete deale of corne growinge thereuppon

to his proper use, to the damage of the complainant of two hundred
pounds sterling', seems to have gone against him. On the slender evidence

before us it is unnecessary to take sides between the disputants. As an

Englishman and an uncompromising friend of Grey's Spenser is certain

to have been disliked by his more powerful Irish neighbours, and he is not

likely to have concealed his own feelings with regard to them. But it is

easy to make too much of these petty worries ; for it is clear enough that

they did not seriously disturb his happiness and peace of mind. The years

into which he had now entered show great poetic productiveness. His

* Cf. e.g. his description of the gnat as 'a litle noursling of the humid ayre*
{Virgils Gnat, 283), and the simile of the shei)herd annoyed by gnats {Faerie Queene,
I. i. 23), where his sympathy is all on the side of the insects.

^ Vide Nadal, Daphnaida and the Boke oj the Duchesse (Mod. Lang. Assoc. Am.,
vol. xxiii, 1908), where the analogy is elaborately worked out.

" In Mother Hubberds Tale the heroic couplet ; in Riiities of Time the rhyme
royal ; in The Teares oj the Muses the six-line decasyllabic (ababcc) (cf . Shepheardes

Calender, June and December) ; in Virgils Gnat and Muiopotynos the otlava rima ;

in the different sonnet sequences the Shakespearian and the Spenserian sonnet

forms.
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first work was Colin Clouts Come Home Againe,^ in which he recounted his

recent experiences,—Ralegh's visit to him at Kilcolman, their journey

to London, his reception at court, and his impressions of all he saw there.

In no other poem are we more keenly sensible of the subtle charm of

Spenser's personality than in this graceful piece of idealized autobiography.

The form is pastoral; the manner simple and without ornament, but never

prosaic, touching the most trivial incident with grace, and capable of

rising without violence to express the deepest emotion. It is the triumph

of the familiar style in which so few writers have excelled. To write thus

is only possible to one who is both artist and gentleman : Pope can do it

occasionally, but he is not always a gentleman ; so can Cowper, but he

is not always an artist. The masters in this kind are Shelley and Spenser.

At the same period Spenser collected a small volume of poems commemo-
rative of Sidney, to which he contributed the first

—

Astrophel, A Pastorall

Elegie—and probably the second ;
^ and he was busy upon the second

instalment of the Faerie Queene, of which three more books, written, it

seems, at the rate of one a year, were practically complete in 1594.

On June 11, 1594, after rather more than twelve months' courtship,

he married Elizabeth Boyle, whose home was at Kilcoran, near to the sea

strand of Youghal. She was a lady of good family, and kinswoman to

Sir Richard Boyle, afterwards created first Earl of Cork.^ The inner

history of this, courtship and its consummation is recorded, in idealized

form, in the Amoretti and Epithalamion.

Modern criticism, which has made so damaging an assault upon the

sincerity of Elizabethan sonneteers, could hardly be expected to leave

this beautiful sequence unassailcd ; and the view has lately been advanced

that the Amoretti are addressed for the most part to Lady Carey, and
hence were written during Spenser's residence in London. ** But whilst

it is possible that some of the sonnets were in the first place inspired by
Lady Carey, or indeed by Rosalind or some earlier^ and still more elusive

flame, there is no reason for suspecting the integrity of the scries as a whole;

and amid much that is borrowed from the stock-in-trade of the French

sonneteers, and recounts the emotions incident to every courtship, real

' Colin Clouts Come Home Af^aine, dated in ihc dedication to Ralcph, December
1591, was [niblishcd witli Asiro(>hcl in 1595, and contains passages wliiili nuist have
been added in that year.

' The Lay oj Clorinda, who laments her lost brother, is commoidy attril)uted to

the Countess of I'emliroke. Hut if she did write it, slie had studied to some purpose
the ])cruliarly Spenserian elTects of rhythm and melody. The jxieni is, moreover,
like the iiit rochirtory eh-^,'v, woven into the plan of the volume, and not a si'paratc

work, stanrjin^; hy itstlf, fike those that follow. It is more natural, therefore, to be-

lieve that Spenser wrote it in her name, l-'or criticism of Aslrof>hd vide suf^ta. p. xiii.

* .'Spenser's wife was hrst identified by (lros;irt ; viile I.tfc, pp. i().S-20i.

* .Mr. P. W. \.in\\i. Mod. I.atig. I\a>. (April i<>o8), answered by .Mr. |. C. Smith
in the same journal (July 1910).

'Thus t'.fj. Sonncl VIII is Shukes[K'aTiaM ftunj, whidi at least supj^ests very early

composition.
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or feigned, there is much also that, to the sympathetic reader at least,

seems circumstantial in detail, both in the progress of his suit and in the

character of his mistress. Anyhow, it is evident from their publication

with the Epithaiamion that Spenser intended them to be regarded as

addressed to his future wife; and if he had been criticized for incorporating

in the sequence poems of earlier date, his reply, like Donne's in his Good

Morrow, would have been

But this ; all pleasures fancies be.

If any beauty I did see

Which I desired and got, 'twas but a dream of thee.

In Astrophel, with more daring poetic licence, he had identified Stella

with Sidney's wife, the Lady Francis Walsingham ; and it was natural

to the Platonist to gather into his present emotion the tribute that he

had paid to other women.
The Amoretti are written with an easy and familiar grace, at once clear

and melodious, capable of touching into beauty the ordinary changes and

chances of the lover's fortune, or of voicing the rarer ecstasy, so typically

Spenserian, of the sonnet Most glorious Lord of Lyfe. As a series they

are incomplete, for when the lover seems already to have reached the goal

venomous tongues cause misunderstanding and separation ; and the last

four sonnets are in a minor key. The consummation is read in the

Epithaiamion, the moat magnificent lyric ever penned of love triumphant.

The Epithaiamion seems to concentrate into itself the essence of Spenser's

art. Nowhere else is th^re. a more magic union of the lover's passion with

deep religious feelirg, of a free and ardent joy with a deep and tender

reverence. The style ranges from utter simplicity to highly wrought and

-^richly coloured imagery, and draws alike upon the resources of mediaeval

^ superstition and classic myth. And Spenser's unfailing power over music

is here unsurpassed. His intricate stanza form was suggested by the canzoni

of Petrarch, but it is all his own. The Imked melody of the rhymes, the

varying rhythms, the relief of the occasional short line, arid the lingering

refrain of the final Alexandrine unite in a metrical design sustained

throughout with marvellous beauty. This song is Spenser's highest

poetic achievement.

In the winter of 1595-6, Spenser was again in London ; for the

second instalment of the Faerie Oueene was entered at the Stationers'

Hall on the 20th of January. What hopes of personal advancement he

had were now centred in the Earl of Essex, but they can hardly have

been sanguine. The influence of Burghley was still unshaken ; and
Spenser, as walking ' beside the silver-streaming Themmes ', he looked

up at Essex House, and praised the Spanish victories of the noble

peer who was lodged therein, thought less of what he might secure

through his new friend than of ' the gifts and goodly grace ' that he had
gained from Leicester its former owner, the patron of his youth. During
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this visit he wrote little poetry. From ' Greenwich, this first of September

1596 ' he dated the publication of Fozvre Hymnes, the first two the work

of ' the greener times of his youth ' and expressive of his Platonic concep-

tion of Love and Beauty, the other two added at this time to satisfy

the religious scruples of ' the most vertuous ladies, the Ladie Margaret

Countesse of Cumberland, and the Ladie Marie Countesse of Warwick '.

It is unnecessary to accept literally Spenser's apology for the earher two
Hymnes. The third and fourth books of the Faerie Qiieene show clearly

enough that their Platonism was still a vital part of his creed ; and the

addition that he now made to them only extends their scope so as to

embrace, in a manner perfectly natural to Spenser, the central ideas of

Christianity. His deepening experience had taught him that Love and

BeautyL^piritual]^ conceived are the consummation alike of the Platonic

^d the Christian faith.

Now also he wrote the Prothalamton, a spousal versj made in honour

of the two daughters of the Earl of Worcester. Metrically this poem is,

perhaps, as beautiful as his own marriage ode, but it has not a like con-|

centration upon its avowed theme, nor does it voice the same ecstasy of*

passion. His main energies were probably directed to the composition

of his Feiie of the Present State of Ireland^ for which he had long been

collecting materials. In this masterly tract he defends and justifies the

character and policy of Grey against his detractors, exposes what seem to

him the inevitable results which will follow from the weak and vacillating

rule of his successor. Sir John Perrot, and outlines to the home government
that method of dealing with the Irish problem which alone could save

the English supremacy. Finally, he urges the creation of a Lord Lieu-

tenantship for Ireland ; and in suggesting for the office that man 'on whom
the eye of England is fixed, and our last hopes now rest ', he points clearly

to Essex as the only person equal to coping with the situation. Written

with a wide knowledge both of the antiquities of the country and its laws

and customs, and a full appreciation of its present condition, this pamphlet
is as able a plea as could well be penned for a policy of resolute and remorse-

less suppression. In its lack of sympathy with the Irish, and its failure to

understand the real causes of their disaffection, it is typical of the view

held by all Elizabethans and by most English statesmen since. It is not

surprising that the tract was not sanctioned by the government ; it was

not entered at the Stationers' Hall till 1 59S, and then with the proviso
' uppon condicion that hee gett further aucthoritie before yt be prynted'.

It did not actually appear till 1633.

Spenser was back again at Kikolinan in the next year (1597). He
had resigned his clerkship U) the Council of Munster three years

before, in favour of Sir Richard Hoylc,^ and was without ollice until,

in September 159H, lie was recommended by Elizabeth 10 be ShcritI

' r',rf)s.irt siii^j^csts with some phuisiMliiy that this rcsi^jiuitinu may luivc been
a familv iirraiigcrncnt made at the time ot hib murria^;t•. {Lijr, |i. 203.)
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of Cork, being described in the royal letters as ' a gentleman dwelling

in the county of Cork, who is so well known unto you for all

his good and commendable parts, being a man endowed with good

knowledge in learning, and not unskilful or without experience in the

wars '. Spenser had now four children, and his home was becoming

increasingly dear to him. In his Veue of the Present State of Ireland he had

dwelt upon the natural beauty of the country; in the fragment of a seventh

book of the Faerie Queetie, all that is left us of his composition at this

time, his delight in it finds intimate and characteristic expression. For

he lays his scene at Arlo Hill, and the ' mountaines and rivers and faire

forests ' that surround Kilcolman are celebrated in a charming myth as

the ancient haunt of Diana and her nymphs. But while he feels its beauty,

he is conscious, more than ever before, of the ' heavy hapless curse ' that

now lies upon the country ; and his imagination gains sublimity as it

broods over the instability of things on earth. The theme had been

recurrent, as a faint undertone, throughout his poetry, in tune to that

reflective melancholy which often served to heighten by contrast his keen

sense of the joy and the splendour of Hfe ; now it became the dominant

note of his work. Throughout his life he had escaped from it to the

contemplation of an ideal and golden past, now with sure foreboding

of the gathering storm that was to overwhelm him he looked forward to

the stedfast rest of all things, firmely stayd

Upon the pillours of eternity.

Munster appeared quiet enough, but the Council at Dublin seems fully

to have anticipated a combination of Munster with the insurgent North,

such as would lead to ' an universal Irish war, intended to shake off all

English government ' ; and what was seen by the Dublin Council is not

likely to have escaped the acute observation of Spenser. In his Feue

he had noted how ' all have theyr eares upright, wayting when the watch-

woord shall come that they should all rise generally into rebellion, and cast

away the English subjection. To which there nowe litle wanteth '. And
he had commented thus upon the present lull :

' when they are brought

downe to extreme wretchedness, then they creepe a litle perhaps, and sue

for grace, till they have gotten some breath and recovered their strength

agayne.' In October 1598 these worst fears were realized. Tyrone, who,

two months before, had routed the English army near Armagh, sent

an expedition into Munster. The whole province rose in insurrection,

and in the general destruction Kilcolman was sacked and burnt to the

ground. Spenser escaped with his family to Cork, and there was entrusted

by Sir John Norreys, the President of the province, with despatches to be

delivered to the home government. He left Cork upon the 9th of December,

and before the 24th he was in London. With the despatch erf Sir John
Norreys he presented to the queen a statement drawn up by himself,

written mostly before his departure, containing * certayne poynts to be
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considered of in the recovery of the Realme of Ireland '.^ The policy

that he urges and the tone in which he voices it is the same in this, his last

work, as in his longer tract. He must have felt that the present outbreak

was only another vindication of the policy of Grey against the weaker

efforts at conciliation which had merely courted disaster, and he was

doubtless chosen as the messenger to the government at home that he

might advise them upon immediate and resolute action. But soon after

his arrival at Westminster, Spenser was taken ill. He died on January 16,

This sudden and dramatic close to the career of a poet who was associated

in the public mind with the visionary and the ideal offered an irresistible

temptation to the popular imagination, and the legend grew up that

Spenser lost a child in the flames at Kilcolman and died in a garret in

Westminster, starving and broken-hearted. Ben Jonson, who loved to

dilate upon the hard lot that the world meted out to the artist, and warned

Drummond from cultivating ' Poetrie, for that she had beggared him,

when he might have been a rich lawer, physitian, or marchant ', gave

his support to the story. But it is probably apocryphal. Spenser's calm

and reasoned statement to the queen, penned when the first shock of

disaster was upon him, shows little sign of a broken spirit. His friend

Camden, indeed, speaks of him as ' inops '. He had never been a rich

man ; and after his hurried departure from Kilcolman and the burning

of his real property he may well have been in temporary want of money.

But that the bearer of an important state missive, one who, moreover,

had a pension to fall back upon, should have died for lack of bread is

inconceivable ; and the statement, if it be true, that he ' refused twenty

pieces from my lord of Essex, saying that he was sorrie he had no time to

spend them ', is capable of a very diflFcrent interpretation. The offer

shows clearly that he still had powerful friends able and ready to help

him, its refusal that gallant lightness of heart with which an Elizabethan

gentleman paid his last debt to nature.

His body was laid in Westminster Abbey, near to Chaucer. His

funeral, of which Essex defrayed the cost, was attended by many noblemen

and poets, who threw into the open grave elegies written to his memory
and the pens with which they wrote them. The queen, in a burst of

unwonted generosity, ordered him a monument ; but either her own
financial prudence, or the peculation of a subordinate, stepped in between

her intention and its fulfilment. In 1620 Anne, Countess of Dorset,

corrected the oversight. But the true memorial to Spenser is to be read

in the work of his successors. He is among the very greatest of our poets,

but the significance of his poetry in the history of our literature is even

greater than its intrinsic value, lie recreated I'lnglish prosody, giving

back tQ^uiir.Vcr8Q_jhc_fluidity ji^nJjthe grace tli.it it IiaJTost smccth?
days of Chaucer, and extending the range of its acliievcmcnt

|^
he created

* Quoted in full, Clrosiirt, Lijf, j)|). S37-55.

I'

3
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English poetic diction, lifting it from anarchy and stiffness, daring greatly,

but triumphing whether in the simple or the ornate, widening its scope,

but at the same time never failing to_give it ease and flexibility, so that

language became to him a willing servant, and could voice the subtlest

shades of mood or fancy. By means of this rich and varied style, fully

expressive of his high seriousness, his spirituality, his inexhaustible sense

of beauty, he has exercised a spell that has been potent for three centuries,

and none has called so many poets to their vocation.

The greatness of Spenser was fully recognized in his own day, and he

was accorded praise from writers widely differing from him in method
and ideal. To Shakespeare^ his 'deep conceit' needed 'no defence'.

Even Ben Jonson, who disliked his style, ' would have him read for his

matter.' Nashe, the brilHant realist and sworn foe to Gabriel Harvey,

could find ' no frailtie ' in the fame of ' immortall Spenser but the im-

putation of this Idiot's friendship' ; eulogized him as the ''sum. tot. of

whatsoever can be said of sharpe invention and schollership ', and called

him ' the Virgil of England '.

But the praise that would most have appealed to Spenser came from
honest Dekker. ' The abode of the poets in the Insulae Fortunatae,' he

tells us,^ ' are full of pleasant bowers and queint Arboures in all their

walkes. In one of which old Chaucer is circled around with all the makers

or Poets of his time. Grave Spenser was no sooner entered into this

chapell of Apollo but these elders. Fathers of the divine Furie, gave him
a Laurer and sung his welcome ; Chaucer caWde him his Sonne, and

placde him at his right hand. All of them, closing up their lippes in silence

and turning all their eares for attention, to heare him sing out the rest

of his Faerie Queene's praises.'

The story of Spenser's life is the key to much in that poem which was
his crowning achievement. Written for the most part in the wild and
solitary country of Ireland, the f/y^rif Quffiv^ ^s rppninvorpnt r»f thp wnrM
from which, b^Lwas exiled, and expresses his yearning foj_a^uller life^^and

foi^an abundance of all_the good things that his spirit and senses lacked.

But it is also fully charged with his experience during those years. The
charm of the country-side and the desolation of mountain and forest,

the difficulties and dangers he had to face, the ruffians and the heroes

that he encountered, the friends he made, the woman he loved, all find

their place in the intricate structure of his poem. Its idealism, heightened

by his instinctive desire to escape from a narrow and sordid reality, is thus

combined with a realism that bespeaks his sure sense of the imaginative

value of all experience that is intensely lived.

' If, indeed, the poem in the Passionate Pilgrim, ' If music and sweet poetry ap^ree,'

is by Shakespeare. And it seems too good for Barnfield, to whom also it is attributed.
^ Dekker: A Knights Conjuring.
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It is typical of ' that sacred hunger of ambitious minds ', in which

Spenser was at one with his age, that at the time when he was pressing

his worldly fortunes in the service of Leicester he should have embarked

upon the composition of a vast heroic poem, designed, as he ' flatly pro-

fessed ' in a letter to Harvey, to ' emulate ', perhaps to ' overgo ' the

Orlando Furioso. Such an achievement would not merely place him at

;:he head of English poets, it would rank him as the foremost poet of

the modern world. Ariosto was then at the height of his fame, declared

by the critics to be a writer after Aristotle's own heart, the inheritor of

the epic splendour of Homer and Virgil, and credited, like them, with

profound and studied moral import. In the Orlando Furioso Spenser saw

a complete romance of chivalry, in which the main plots, setting forth

the fates of two pairs of lovers, stood out from a crowded background of

minor episode. The very intricacy of the scheme attracted him ; and in

its combination of graphic incident with reflective comment he recognized

an artistic method peculiarly fitted to his own contemplative genius.

But just as Milton conceived of Paradise Lost as not less but more heroic

than the Iliad or Aeneid, a theme worthier of his austere Muse, so the

sage and serious Spenser thought to surpass his model in the dignity both

of his subject and of its handling. The Faerie Qiieenej however much It ^^^^"-

luighLdiaw. for incident aji^d detail upon foreign sources^ was to hf: a truly

national pocm» based on^^nglish legend and carrying on the national

poetic traditions. Where Ariosto, in Ruggicro and Bradamante, set

himself to celebrate the house of Este, Spenser would seek throughout

his work to do honour to the English queen and to those of her courtiers

who seemed most potent in shaping the destinies of his country. In the

Orlando Furioso the allegory was vague and fitful, and the moral purpose,

which Spenser had been taught to seek in it, was often abandoned for

sheer delight in a baffling irrelevancy. The Faerie Queene, as Spenser

was careful to explain, was to be a ' continued allegory or darkc conceit ',

and all the elaborate interwindings of its pTdt were to be directed by his

ethical intention. The world of chivalry, which Ariosto viewed for the

most part with a sceptical amusement, was to him a reflection of his own
ideal conception of conduct, the means through which he might best

attain his end, ' to fashion a gentleman or noble person in vcrtuous or

gentle discipline.'

Weighty critics, amongst whom we must reckon Spcncc in the

eighteenth century and Courthope in our own time, have suggested tliat

Spenser read Ariosto in complete ignorance of his deep vein of irony»

and that he took with the utmost gravity those ludicrous situations, and

the sly comments upon them, which commend the essentially modern mind
of Ariosto to the reader of to-day. To hold this view is to misconceive

alike the nature of Spenser's idealism and the range of his artistic powers.

The author of Mother Iluhherds Tale was himself as subtle a master of

irony as Ariosto; and if he wrote little in that vein it was not from a
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guileless innocence of the satiric point of view, but from his conviction

|that he had something_greater to achieve. His high seriousness of purpose

did not make him insensible to the humour of others, least of all when
that humour was directed against the object of his instinctive reverence.

A man is most sensitive where his love is engaged ; and Spenser, in his

passion for chivalry, was not likely to confound the accents of somewhat
cynical amusement with his own sympathetic idealism. It is significant

that he takes from Orlando Furioso passage after passage of purely humorous
flavour, and moulds them to serve his deeper purpose. He could appre-

ciate Ariosto's distinctive charm at the same time as he realized its essential

divergence from his point of view.

O gran bonta de' cavalier! antiqui,

laughs Ariosto in good-humoured raillery at a situation which illustrates

with more than usual piquancy the unreal aspects of the chivalric ideal.

Spenser borrows from the situation all except its absurdity, and breaks

forth in accents of genuine enthusiasm.

O goodly vsage of those antique times,

In which the sword was seruant vnto right;

When not for malice and contentious crimes,

But all for praise, and proofe of manly might,

The martiall brood accustomed to fight

:

Then honour was the meed of victorie,

And yet the vanquished had no despight

:

Let later age that noble vse enuie,

Vile rancour to auoid, and cruell surquedrle. (in. i. 13.)

He found much in Ariosto which was a mocking challenge to his idealism.

He accepted the challenge, and met it by transmuting the mockery into

•a triumphant expression of his faith. Nowhere is Spenser's independence

in spirit and treatment, in all truly poetic qualities, more clearly asserted

than where his matter owes to Ariosto an obvious debt. Here at least

he was confident that he would ' overgo ' the Orlando Furioso}

In 1582, when Spenser was already 'well entered upon' the Faerie

Queene, Tasso's Gerusalemme Liberata made its appearance, and threatened

to eclipse the fame of Orlando Furioso as the modern rival to the epics

of Homer and Virgil. Spenser read it eagerly. Its more rigid construc-

tion, which later led Hurd, in his Letters on Chivalry, to regard it as

' trimming between the classic and the Gothic manner ', strengthened

him in his desire to make his plot closely dependent upon his moral

design ; whilst its greater dignity of tone, its sincerity of sentiment, its

patent seriousness both of style and manner, responded more fully to

his own conception of a poet's calling. He found the Gerusalernme Liberata

far less suggestive of incident and situation than the Orlando Furioso
;

but where, as in his description of the Bower of Bliss, he borrowed from

• Cf. Spenser and Arioslo, by R. E. Neil Dodge (Mod. Lang. Assoc. Am., 1897).
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it, he had no need to change the spirit of his original. It was his aim

in the Faerie Queene to combine something of Ariosto's exuberance with

the poetic temper of Tasso.

The passion for dignified and worthy precedent, which led him to

compare his poem with the works of Homer, Virgil, Ariosto, and Tasso,

referred him for his ethical framework to that philosopher whose name
was still held in the highest reverence

—

the twelve moral vertues as Aristotle

hath devised. But he has no intention of fettering his imagination by

too literal a subservience. Even if Aristotle's virtues be twelve in number,

they are certainly not the twelve which Spenser desired to treat, and

it is highly probable that epic propriety rather than philosophic analysis

determined the number.^ From Aristotle, indeed, he takes some hints

in his treatment of incontinence, and in his review of the different aspects

of friendship ; but his chief debt is to be traced in his analysis of virtue

into separate, though at times barely distinguishable, virtues, and in the

conception of one, ixeyaXoKf/vxta, called by Spenser Magnificence, which
^;^

in a measure presupposes the possession of them all.
^r^

On that conception he moulded his plot as he expounds it in the letter ^fX'^
to Sir \V. Ralegh. Prince Arthur has seen in a vision Gloriana, the

Faerie Queene, and, ravished by her beauty, resolves to seek her out in

faery land ; the adventures that befall him on the way are to form the

main plot, and to serve as connecting links to bind the whole together.

Now the Faerie Queene has an annual feast which lasts twelve days, and

on each day she sends forth a knight to aid some suppliant who has come
to beg a champion from her court. It so falls that the redress of each

wrong calls for the exercise of a separate virtue. To the adventures of

each knight a book is principally to be devoted ; and in the fortunes of

each, Arthur, still in quest of his lady, is in some measure to bear a part,

thus gaining experience in all that befits a perfect character. Guided
partly by that precedent of classical epic which Ariosto had been blamed

for neglecting, partly by the desire to make his description of the court

of Gloriana the climax to his poem, Spenser plunges at once in mcdias res,

and |;?r^M'ns hi'; <;rnry with the_ adventures of his first knight. Critics

have blamed him because in the first place he found need to explain his ^^^
poem in an introductory letter, and because in the second his explanation

docs not tally with its later progress. 'I'hcy forget that the letter was

written when only the first three books of the projected twelve were

given to tlic world, and that the explanation was onlv necessary because

the poem was incomj-'lete. .And they fail to recognize that no artist is

bound down to the rigid scheme on which he first conceived his work.

' M. [usscT;iii(l (Mod. Phil., Jumuiry if;o6) sii^;j;csts that Sptiiscr was iiulfhtod

for his idea to I'iccoloniini's trtalisf, l>ella Jtistiliitionr morale dl tutia la vita

ditr ttomo (1542), when-ill special attention is pai*! totlie moral virtues, of which he

s[)caks in a phrase identic al with Spenser's,' rundiei virlii moruli chc pone Arislolcic',

save that he M»enlions eleven virtues instead of twelve.
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An artistic plot is not something that can be worked out like a geometric

design, beforehand, but the living product of characters and ideas. It

often develops with a vitality that seems organic, and independent of

the author's deliberate intention.

At first, indeed, Spenser adhered closely enough to his proposed method.

laJBiiokJLj oi Holinesse, the Red Cross Knight sets forth as the champion

of Una, or Truth, to slay the old Dragon that is devastating her father's

country. In her company he fights a successful battle against the monster

Error, but he is soon led by the arch deceiver Archimago, the impersona-

tion of Guile and Fraud, to distrust the integrity of his lady and take

Duessa in her stead. Enamoured of false Religion, he is able to defeat the

pagan knights Sans Foy and Sans Joy, but he falls an easy victim to

Orgoglio, the Giant of Pride. Una brings to his aid the divine strength

of Arthur ; but though rescued from the sin of Pride he is weakened by

suffering and remorse, and narrowly escapes the toils of Despayre. It is

only after dwelling in the House of Holinesse and learning there the full

meaning of the Christian faith that he gains strength to overcome the

Dragon, and becomes worthy to wed with Una.

The story of Book II is shaped by Spenser's idea of the psychological

development of the human character striving after moral control. Sir

Guyon, seeing in the fates of Amavia and Mordaunt the dangers of

intemperance, learns in the Castle of Medina that the secret of virtue

is moderation. What his intellect has grasped is soon put to proof in

his own emotional experience. His first serious encounter is with Furor,

and he has next to deal with the embroilments of Atin. H^ manfully

overcomes these violent passions of anger and malignity, only to be seduced

for a while by idle pleasures. But Spenser clearly regards his defection

with sympathetic tolerance ; and Sir Guyon suffers no great hurt from

his short passage with irresponsible Mirth upon the lake of Idlenesse. He
returns to his more strenuous journey, and visiting the cave of Mammon,
is called upon to grapple with the passion of Avarice. He escapes, but so

strong are the evil temptations of the world that he falls into a deadly

swoon, and is despoiled of his armour by the sons of Aerates. Prince

Arthur comes to his rescue, and together they enter the House of Alma.

Here Guyon receives a fuller teaching than the merely intellectual guidance

of Medina. For Alma is the human soul in perfect command over the

body. The final canto depicts Guyon's resistance of the supreme tempta-

tions of the sensuous life. Those who blame Spenser for lavishing the

resources of his art upon this canto, and filling it with magic beauty,

have never been at the heart of the experience that it shadows. It is

from the ravishing loveliness of all that surrounds and leads to the Bower
of Acrasia that she herself draws her almost irresistible power. When
Guyon has bound Acrasia and destroyed the Bower of Bliss, he has achieved

his last and hardest victory, and is scaled as the true knight of Temperance.

These first two books are alike in their simple design. In each a single
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knight, representing a particular virtue, brings his quest to a successful

issue, and in each Prince Arthur plays a well defined and significant role.^

But in the second of them we see signs of a different handling, not only

in the more intimate humin psychology, but also in the introduction

of characters, like Braggadocchio and Belphoebe, who are irrelevant to the

main plot. In the third and fourth books this change in the conduct

of the poem is so far developed as to break the pattern of the original

design. Spenser's canvas becomes more crowded. He realizes that the

mere presence of Arthur in each book is not enough to save his poem from

falling into twelve separate romances ; he feels the need of a closer interde-

pendence ; and desires not only to keep in sight those heroes whose mission

is already fulfilled, ^ but also to introduce others whose main achievements

are to be his subsequent theme. His action, therefore, becomes more

complicated. He starts adventures, but keeps the reader in suspense

as to their issue, and as far as mere narrative is concerned he seems to

be treating his plot with all the daring inconsequence of Ariosto.

But to argue from this impression that Spenser was writing at random,

and, grown weary of his allegory, was using his poem as a mere receptacle

lor any casual and irrelevant thought or incident, is to draw a false

conclusion. For this modification of his plan was suggested by the nature

of the virtues that he came in these books to interpret ; and the allegory

only becomes more intricate because, in dealing with Love and Friendship, (

it must adapt itself to the complex realities of life.

The position of women in society had lately undergone a significant

change. At the court of Elizabeth women no longer received an empty
homage which excluded them from all the more serious interests of life.

Their culture, their education, their artistic accomplishments, enabled them
to share in the intellectual life of their time : they were not merely lovers,

they had become companions and friends. At the same time, the venera-

tion in which the Middle Ages had professed to hold them, though it

was often a transparent cloak for contempt, had received new life from

the teaching of the Platonists, whose doctrines, as set forth for example in

the Courtier of CastJglio nc, had a wide vogue among the more thoughtfi>l

men of the time. Love was to them the expression of the yearning of

the soul after true beauty. They recognized its physical basis, but saw

in ' scnsuall covetyngc the lowermost steppe in the stayers by the whichc

a man may ascende to true love '. Beautie, said Bembo in the Courtier^^

was good, and consequently ' the true love of it is most good, holy, and
evermore bringeth fortli good frutes in the soules of them, that with the

* It is worth nolicin^,^ as illustrative of tht- cart- with which Stienst'r arranf^cd liis

plot, that the part i)layf<l by Arthur, important as it is as a first (iiiiiax in the ^:eneral

alU^^oriral developnieiit . is (l(s<rii)e<| in the eighth lanto of each book, except in

Book III, wh( re, ;is Hritoniart is iierself invnlnen»l»le. Arthur fnxisno (jr/;<i«iV place.
' This, indeed, l)e^;ins in H(»(.k II, info which the Red Cntss Knight enters.
* ( asti^;lione'8 Courtier, iraiiilalcd by Iloby i5()i. Kd. Tudor Translations,
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brydle of reason restrayne the yll disposition of sense '. The interaction

of Platonic theory and personal experience is responsible for much of

the portraiture of woman in Elizabethan literature. Thus the Arcadia

differs from earlier romances both in the prominence and the variety of

its heroines. And Spenser, the friend of Sidney, had long been an ardent

Platonist. His early hymns to Love and Beauty, are the completest

expression in our literature of the doctrines of Bembo and Ficino, and in

the Shepheardes Calender he had voiced the same conviction. Like all

lovers of beauty he w^as keenly susceptible to the influence of women, and

jif we may judge by the dedications of his poems he had found in their

company both friendship and understanding. The virtue of Chastity,

therefore, appears to him in a widely different form from that in which

it was celebrated either by the mediaeval saint, or in the knightly conven-

tions of the Courts of Love.

Chastity to Spenser is no monastic virtue, the mere escape from all the

temptations of the flesh. This aspect of the matter had already been

treated in the triumph of Sir Guyon over the wiles of Acrasia, and could

easily have been elaborated by a rigid adherence to the original scheme of

the poem. To Spenser it has a far wider significance, it is the key to the

intercourse of man and woman in all the relationships of Hfe. It is, in

fact, inseparable from some aspects of friendship ; and the alteration oi

the close of Book III, so as to hold in suspense the fates of Scudamour and

Amoret, was designed to bring out more clearly the close kinship of these

two virtues, based as they both are on physical instinct, and potent alike

either for good or evil, according to the spiritual quality of the character

in which they worked.

Wonder it is to see, In diuerse minds,

How diuersly loue doth his pageants play,

And shewes his powre in variable kinds, (iii. v. i.)

This diversity, wherein lies at once the interest and the ethical significance

of the study, could not be shown by dwelling exclusively upon the fortunes

of one hero and heroine. It calls for a fuller canvas, in which the ideal

may be presented in different types of character, and may be seen in rela-

Ition with characters who illustrate its variable kinds. Britomart, Amoret,

Belphoebe, Florimel, are all types of 'Chastity', but are essentially different

And no student of life can doubt that Spenser is right in giving prominence

to a heroine rather than a hero. He has been blamed because the adven-

ture assigned to Scudamour is in reality achieved by Britomart, who thus

becomes the dominant figure in the legend of Chastity. But he had seen

enough of life to realize where man, for all his heroism and nobility, was

likely to be found the weakest, and where he must turn for aid, not to

other men, but to the noblest type of womanhood. And so he conceives

of Scudamour as a man of high courage, in many respects a noble knight,

and certainly a sincere lover, yet unable, without the help of Britomart,
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to expel from his nature the evil which makes him unworthy to gain his

quest. It is significant, too, of his reading of life, that Belphoebe, the

fancy free, has no masculine counterpart. Marinell's avoidance of woman
is from fear, not natural instinct, and leads only to his overthrow. For

man, at least, it is

A lesson too too hard for liuing clay,

From loue in course of nature to refraine. (in. iv. 26.)

And how love may best be ordered is best taught in the study of its

manifestation in different characters—in Arthur, who is stirred to a

restless desire for noble deeds, and Timias, who allows the strength of

a noble passion to confuse his mind and paralyse his whole nature, in

Malbecco and Braggadocchio, in whom lust is overmastered by two
stronger and baser passions, greed and fear ; in the witch's son and the

fisherman in whom mere animahsm is uncontrolled by higher impulses

;

in Sir Paridell, the accomplished seducer, who degrades the nobler qualities

of a keen and subtle intellect to pander to his lust ; and in the Squire of

Dames, the contemptible offspring of a social decadence, who delights in

recording

his aduentures vaine.

The which himselfe, then Ladies more defames, (in. vili. 44.)

and who is significantly presented as in the clutches of Argante, the

Giauntess of prostitution.

The whole book is charged with thesubtlest moral significance. It^is \

a mirror^jthfiAyoild that Spenser kpew on its ideal and on its sordid sides^
}

a_world of which. he recognized the temptations as surely as he saw the.

beauty. And his treatment of friendship follows the same lines. He
presents what he feels to be the ideal as seen in contrast with more
or less counterfeit imitations of it. As a centre to the book is the perfect

friendship of Cambell and Triamond, and parallel to it a perfect friendship

of a different kind between two women, Britomart and Amorct. These
are founded on virtue, and on absolute devotion of self to the friend.

As a contrast to them is the friendship of the baser knights, Paridell and

Blandamour, who arc only friends as long as it suits their private interests,

but are ready to fight directly those interests diverge, and the still baser

Braggadocchio, whose nature is incapable of either friendship or enmity.

And the second half of the book deals suggestively with that most deli-

cate of problems, the friendship between the sexes, thus bearing a close

relationship in theme with the previous book. Timias represents that

type of man who lacks the self-restraint demanded by such a friendship.

iLven in his defence of .Anioret he wounds her ; and his well-intentioned

protection of her only leads \\\i\\ to be faithless to his sworn allegiance to

Belphoebe, wliose

iKihIc lic.irt with sight thereof nv.is liM

With (Iccpc disdainc, and great indignity, (iv. vii. 36.)
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But Arthur, the stronger and more controlled nature, has no tempta-

tions like those of Timias, and his friendship with Amoret and Emilia,

to which he is faithful under the inevitable revilings of the basest slander,

casts no shadow on the love for Gloriana to which his life is devoted.

So comprehensive a treatment of love and friendship would obviously

have been impossible under the original scheme, and the intricate plot,

attacked by critics as a series of irrelevant episodes, is fully justified by
the deeper purpose of the poet.

In the fifth book, of Justice, Spenser reverts once more to the simpler

plan with which he had started ; for the interest is never diverted from
the adventures of the main actors, Sir Artegall and Prince Arthur, though
Britomart, as Artegall's lover, and the central figure of Books III-V,

still plays a prominent part. But the peculiar nature of the theme seemed

to demand a special treatment ; and the allegory, which is to present the

character necessary to him who would be his sovereign's ' instrument
',

and to expound Spenser's whole theory of government, finds its substance

not in legend or romance, but in those three great events which led up
to the final clash with the power of Spain—the suppression of rebellion

in Ireland, encouraged and supported by Philip, the execution of Mary
Queen of Scots, and the war in the Netherlands. The first of these, of

which Spenser had himself personal experience, bulks the largest ; and

the several adventures which befall Sir Artegall are vivid illustrations of

points which he has emphasized in his prose indictment of the present

state of Ireland. Before the Knight of Justice can subdue Grandtorto,

the great enemy who keeps Irena in subjection, he meets with lawless

outrage and deceit in Sir Sanglier, with the venality of Pollente and
Munera, by whom justice is bought and sold, with the misunderstandings

of a mob ever ready to stir up civil faction at the specious bidding of the

Giant of demagogy, with the insolence of Braggadocchio, who takes to

himself credit for the deeds done by the knight that he defames. Hardest

of all he must subdue Malengin, type of that guile which will cross his

path at every turn, and is capable of assuming any form if only it can

elude his vigilance. And if for a moment he give way to womanish pity,

however noble may seem to be its promptings, his work will be undone,

and he will himself be enslaved to the Radegund whom he should destroy.

True Justice ' had need have mightie hands '
:

For vaine it is to deemc of things aright,

And makes wrong doers justice to deride,

Unlesse it be performed with dreadlesse might, (v. vi. I.)

Sir Artegall must have at his right hand Talus,

made of yron mould,

Immoueable, resistlcsse, without end. (v. I. 12.)

Even after rebellion has been crushed and Grandtorto is destroyed, his

task is not complete. There is still need of a wise but relentless government;
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and in the recall of Sir Artegall to the Faerie Court, leaving Irena in

heavinesse, and himself pursued by the revilings of the witches Envy
and Detraction and by the barkings of the Blatant Beast, Spenser

views with passionate regret the fate meted out to his chosen knight

of Justice.^

The sixth book, of Courtesy, has for its hero Sir Calidore. He has been

enjoined by the Faerie Queen to bind the Blatant Beast, who, as the

embodiment of Scandal, is the greatest foe to true Courtesy. In his

adventures by the way Sir Calidore has many an opportunity to prove his

fitness for the task. Of knightly courage he has the necessary equipment,

and with ease he vanquishes the merely brutal tyranny of Maleffort and

Crudor, and rescues Pastorella from a band of robbers. But the virtue

for which he stands appears less in acts of prowess than in his personal

demeanour :

For a man by nothing is so well bevvrayd,

As by his manners
;

(vi. iii. i)

and the essence of Courtesy is

to beare themselues aright

To all of each degree, as doth behoue. (vi. ii. i.)

Under the insults of Briana he shows a sweet reasonableness, in his victory

over Crudor he thinks more of his foe's reformation than of his own
triumph, turning his victory to so good account that Briana is ' wondrously

changed '. He encourages young Tristram in the path of knightly honour,

and his relations with Sir Calcpinc and Serena, with Aladine and Priscilla,

reveal the true character of a mind that thinks no evil of them, and spares

no pains to save them from the wilful misconstruction of others. In the

humbler society of the shepherd world, with its refinement and innocent

pleasures, he finds such delight that he wellnigh forgets his quest. The
churlishness of Corydon he overcomes as easily as the violence of Crudor :

in Mcliboe and Colin Clout he sees the reflection of his own ideal. Among
simple folk he becomes himself simple, and, doffing his armour, wins the

heart of Pastorella, who

Had cucr Icarn'd to louc the lowly things, (vi. ix. 35.)

Prince Arthur performs his part in the book by his subjection of Turpine
and the defeat of Disdain and Scorn, the sworn allies of the Blatant Beast

;

and other characters arc introduced, in the manner of the third and fourlli

books, to throw light upon the main theme. Tlie salvage man shows that

courtesy, though reaching its perfection in the refinements of social life,

is a natural instinct aiul not an acquired virtue ; Timias and Serena

illustrate the harm inflicted by the Blatant Beast on those who too rashly

court its attack, Mirahella the hitter punislimcnt (;f a scornful and

' A iniLslcrly cxijosition ul Hook \', lo \vlii«li I ant inin h iii(UI)tt(l, will l)c louiid in

E. A. (jrcculuw'b S^cmcr and Bnlnh Impcnulum : Modern I'fiilolo^y, Juuuury njij.
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discourteous woman, ^ But this book has its own distinctive character.

The pastoral world was deeply associated with Spenser's own personal

experience ; and as he turns to it again, though his story has still the

character of naive impossible romance, its setting and its atmosphere grow
at once more tender, more natural, more intimate. Sir Calidore is here

a welcome guest, but it is the home of Colin Clout ; and in a beautiful

yet surprising episode Colin is himself introduced piping for the dance of

the Graces and his own fair bride, and celebrating her as his ideal of

womanly courtesy. The contrast with the relentless conception of justice

which precedes it, gives an enhanced beauty to the virtue enshrined

in the sixth book.

The reader who has followed the wandering progress of the Faerie

Queene to the point where Spenser left it may well be puzzled at its

construction. Its plot as originally designed was loose enough, and in the

process of development it has become looser still. Upton, indeed, in the

eighteenth century, had the audacity to claim for It the unity of a classical

epic ; but it is obvious that even if it had been completed it could not

have been other than a discursive romance. To his ' general intention'

and meaning Spenser has kept with sufficient clearness, but that intention

is, after all, something apart from the story, and encourages digression.

The 'adventures intermeddled, but rather as accidents than intendments,'

throw far more light upon the moral conception than is commonly
supposed ; but they complicate the narrative, and by their very interest

and importance obscure the development of an already inchoate plot.

Spenser realized this himself, and towards the close of the sixth book he
off-ered a defence of his rambling method.

Like as a ship, that through the Ocean wyde
Directs her course vnto one certaine cost,

Is met of many a counter winde and tyde,

With which her winged speed is let and crost,

And she her selfe in stormie surges tost

;

Yet making many a horde, and many a bay,

Still winneth way, ne hath her compasse lost

:

Right so it fares with me in this long way,
Whose course is often stayd, yet neuer is astray. (vi. xii. i.)

Such a defence will make no converts. Those who are imbued with the

classical horror of voyaging upon strange seas will travel uneasily in this

^ In Mirabella Spenser has by some critics (e.g. Upton and Dean Church) been
su[)poscd to refer to Rosalind, his first love. ' Spenser's lonjr fostered revenue on the
lady who had once scorned him ' (Church). The statement is absolutely unfounded,
and there is nothing in Spenser's character to justify it. IMoreover, the circumstances
do not fit. Rosalind had preferred the love of Menalcas to Colin's, which Colin

naturally enough regretted but covdd not regard as discourteous ; Mirabella was
a heartless coquette (viii. 20). If Sjienser had wished to insult Rosalind, he would
not have chosen to do it in his book ' of Courtesy'. His true feelings with regard to

her are more accurately expressed in his autobiographical poem {C.C.C.H.A. 926-51)
written only a year or two before this.
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Elizabethan privateer, which sails at the mercy of every w^ind and tide,

and is always ready to tack or to follow any course that seems to promise
a costly prize. They will rudely question the poet's seamanship, and
accuse him of having lost his way, perhaps of having no way to lose. But
his vessel did not set out to take the shortest route to a clearly defined
haven. Those who voyage with him must embark in the spirit of the
Elizabethan seaman. Their captain's chart is not clearly marked, nor do
they greatly care. To them delight in the journey is more than the
promised goal. It is enough that

through such hardy enterprize

Many great regions are discovered,

and if they never reach the promised El Dorado, they are content with
the rich and varied spoil that falls to them by the way. After all, he is

a dull reader who cannot find delight in the endless beauties of the Faerie
Oueene, and fails to recognize how throughout its progress Spenser was
inspired by ' the generall end of all the booke,—to fashion a gentleman or
noble person in vertuous and gentk discipline '.

Apart from its continuous moral allegory, the poem has often a special

and even topical significance, not coincident throughout with the main
plot, but fitful and elusive, appearing and disappearing according as the
characters and situations suggest a parallel to the actual world. ' In that
Faerie Quecne I mean glory in my generall intention, but in particular

I conceive the most excellent and glorious person of our sovereign the
Queen, and her kingdom in Faerie Land.' 'The original ', adds Dryden,
' of every one of his knights was then living at the court of Queen Elizabeth,

and he attributed to each of them that virtue which he thought most
conspicuous in them.' This docs not imply that Spenser intrn.^r.^ t,^

give portraits of JLlizabeth_or of Leiceste r, even of Grey or Sidney. But
he saw_their possibilities ; and the beings who peopled Ins visionary world
took on, as is the fashion of a dream, a likeness to those familiar to his

wakjngHfe. Later ages regard politics as essentially prosaic ; and findi~ng

no place for topical allusion in pure literature relegate it to satire or to
the ebullient jingoism of the music hall. In Spenser's glorification of
Elizabeth they see little but shameless flattery and conventional homage,
and set down his thinly veiled discussion of current national problems as

mere political pamphleteering. Poetry and life to the Elizabethan were
not so easily distinguished. Sptnser was an^rdentjxitjiot. With a strongly
monarchical conception of government he identified tlie nation with thtj

sovereign who controlled its destinies, and inspired the personal devotion
of luT subjects. He was, like all patriots, a p.ini 'i.in lie could not view
contemporary politics with the unbiased eyes of history. Affairs of state

were the vital business of the world in which he moved ; and he shared the
enthusiasms of those whose national ambitions ran the highest. Naturally
then, as he developed his moral allegory, his mind turned continuallv to that
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vast stage of public life on which the players were the men he knew and
loved. At times, indeed, the political allegory was almost a replica of the

moral. We have already noticed this in the conduct of the fifth book,

and it is hardly less obvious in the first. If Una is Truth who must be

freed from Falsehood, Deceit and Hypocrisy, and united to Holiness,

Spenser could not fail to identify her with his own faith, and Duessa with.

\ Roman Catholicism, nor to identify them also with those two great women,
Elizabeth and Mary, the champions whose fates depended on the issue of

the struggle ; and in tracing the progress of the Red Cross Knight in his

/ efforts to achieve holiness he followed, episode by episode, the history

of the English Church in its fight with Rome. But elsewhere the analogies

are suggestive rather than consistent and complete. The two worlds of

politics and romance converge for the moment only to separate. Different

aspects of one character appear under different guises, one of his ideal

creations shadows forth different historical figures. Elizabeth is found

in Gloriana, in Belphoebe, in Una, in Britomart, in Mercilla ; Arthur

is now Sidney, now Leicester ; Sir Calidore, at one time Sidney and at

another Essex. And though in all cases Spenser idealizes, he can hint

a fault as well as extol a prominent virtue. Grey's early implication in

an intrigue with Mary Queen of Scots, which Elizabeth never forgave him,

is glanced at in the subjugation of Arthegal to Radegund, and in the vivid

sketch of Timias the failings of Ralegh are as clearly delineated as his

splendid qualities. This reflection of his own times enhanced the delight

with which the Elizabethan would follow the adventures of Spenser's

faery knights, whilst it saved the poet from the dangers of an allegory

that might have become too abstract and remote* from vital human
interest.^

^ It may be useful to set dovm in a note the chief characters and incidents in the

Faerie Queene, besides those already alluded to above, which have been identified

(chiefly by Upton and Craik) as contemporary allusions. Book I : The books and
papers vomited by Error contain allusion to the scurrilous pamphlets aimed at

Elizabeth by the Roman Catholics, and the flattery and dissimulation of Duessa and
Archimago, which deceive the Red Cross Knight, hint at the danf;ers of a Roman
Catholic reaction and at the Jesuit plots. Archimago = the Pope. Sir Satyrane = Sir

John Perrot, the natural son of Henry VIII, noted for his good nature but rough

manners. Sansfoy, Sansloy, and Sansjoy = different aspects of the Moslem power.

Orgoglio = Philip II of Spain. In Books II-IV there is less obvious contemporary
allusion. Upton rather improbably supposed Sir Guyon and the Palmer to stand for

Essex and VVhitgift. The incident of the Bloody Babe may be a reference to the

rebellion of the O'Nealls in Ireland. Braggadoccio and Trompart= Duke of Anjou
and Simier. Beli)hocbe's rebuke to Braggadocchio= Elizabeth's rejection of her ill-

favoured suitor. Marinell = Lord Howard of Effingham. He is master of the wealth

of the shore because he was in command of the fleet tiiat defeated the Armada
(ill. iv. 22). Paridell = Earl of Westmorland, notorious for his loose character

(III. vii, &c.). In Amoret possibly the favourable side of Mary Queen of Scots is

shadowed (ill. vi), and her cruel treatment by Busirane (iii. xi. xii) suggests the

confinement and persecution of Mary at the direction of Burghlcy. The flight of

Florimel (ill. viii) and her treatment by her jailers suggests a parallel with that of

Mary, as described by contemporary historians (e.g. Camden). The Timias and
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But to many readers all allegory is distasteful. Spenser was led to

adopt it, they believe, partly by the force of mediaeval tradition, and

Belphoebe incident (ill. v) hints at Ralegh's worship of Elizabeth. It has been

interpreted by Greenlaw, however, as reriecting Leicester's hope to become her

husband. In Book IV (vii, viii) Timias's conduct whilst in disgrace with Belphoebe

for paying attention to Amoret is no exaggeration of Ralegh's behaviour when sent

to the Tower as a punishment for his liaison with the daughter of Lord Throgmorton,
who afterwards became his wife. Book V : The giant with the scales (v. ii. 30) =
the spirit of communism. It is aimed, perhaps, at the philosophical conceptions,

such as More's in Utopia, but more probably at the excesses of the Anabaptists,

who preached absolute equality and community of goods, and were notorious for the

part they played in the Peasants' War in S. Germany (1525), and again for their

occupation of Miinster (1532-5) (vide Nashe, Unjortiinate Traveller). Pollente

with his trapfalls (v. vi) may be Charles X, who instituted the treacherous

massacre of Protestants on St. Bartholomew's Day. Guizor, his groom of evil

guise, would be the Duke of Guise, the head of the Papal party in France. The
account of the Soldan's fight with Arthur (v. viii) may represent the Armada
encountering the EngUsh force, the story of Samient referring to Philip's attempts

to undermine Elizabeth's power in Ireland. In v. ix, the trial of Duessa by Mercilla =:

trial of Mary Queen of Scots. Arthur's momentary softening towards Duessa suggests

Leicester's temporary inclination to the party of Mary. Blandamour and Paridell

are Northumberland 'the hotspur youth', and Westmorland, both implicated in

the rising of the North (1569). The ' sage old sire ' is Burghley. Arthur's entcrprize

for Beige (v. x, xi) = Leicester's campaign in the Netherlands. The seventeen sons

of Beige = the seventeen provinces ; the two springals (v. x. 6) sent to Mercilla

are the ambassadors to the English court, the Marcjuess of Haurce and Adolph
Metkcrk. Geryneo is the King of Sjjain, the dreadful monster that lie sets up (v. x. 13)

is the Inquisition, and his Seneschal is the Duke of Alva, Regent of the Netherlands.

Bourbon is Henry IV, King of France, Flourdclis the genius of France, Bourbon's
flinging away of his shield signifies his renunciation of Protestantism ; Artcgall's

rebuke on his temporizing is aimed in a secondary sense at the consistent policy of

Burghley. In Book VI, Sir ('alidorc = Sidney, Melibocus, Sir Francis Walsingham,
and Pastorella, his daughter. Lady Sidney, afterwards Countess of Essex (Upton and
Craik). Possibly Belgard Castle =:: lielvoir Castle, and Sir Bellamour the Earl of

Rutland (vi. xii). The Prince of Pictcland (vi. xii. 4) to whom he wished to marry
his daughter= King of Scotland (Upton). Mr. P. W. Lorig {Englische Studicn, 10 10)

argues that Calidore is Essex, but though certain touches in the character may have
been suggested by Essex, its general conception lils fur better witii Sidney. Among
other corroborative details it is worth noting, as Mr. J.C.Smith points out to me,
that Sir Calidore is distinguished from the other faery knights by the emphasis
laid u[)on his prowess as a runti/r and a wrcsllcr. Cf. F. Q. vi. i. 22, 23 ; iii. 25;
ix. 4, 43, 44 ; with M. II . T. 744-6 (the character of the brave courtier, universally

accepted to be drawn from Sidney), and with Astrophel, 73. Timixs and Serena,

suffering frf)m the bite of the Blatant Ik-asl, refer to the scandal caused by Kalogh's

liaisotj with his future wife (vi. v, vi). Jonson's remark to Driimmond that by
the Bleating Beast the Puritatjs were iniderstood is as misleading as most of his

statements about Spenser. There can l>e little doubt that in Canto \Il, where the

beast is found (K-spoiiing a monastiTV, Spenser attacks the i( tmocl.ism of the extreme
I'liritan ; but the I'.l.ilant I'.tast stands for a great deal more than nure ii onoclasTu.

Then- is no ground for asstuniiig that Spenser ever changed his mind as to the value

of the ideal ff)r whidi the belter Puritans stood. It is truer to s;iy that whilst his

ideal remained the same the Puritan party (levclo|H.'d in practice tendencies with
which as a |H)et and thinker he could have no sympathy. And this is indeed

suggested by the f;ut that Sir Caliilore, who catches the Blatant Beast at his icono-

rlasrn. is a portrait of Sidney, the former lea<ler of the Puritan partv.
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partly under the influence of current ideas as to the didactic function of

poetry. Yet, in truth, Spenser was so influenced only because he was

constitutionally of that idealistic temper in which allegorical poetry had
taken its rise, and because he could most readily express in that medium
the rich and varied interests of a mind that continually hovered between
the worlds of fact and of idea. The idealist, starting from the actual

world of which he has experience, distils from it what seems to be its

essence, and creates another world of spiritual and moral conceptions

which becomes as real for him as that from which he has created it. This

other world is not peopled by dead abstractions. The prosaic analyst

may ' murder to dissect ' : the artist does not merely extract and isolate,

he recreates. To him ideas depend for their reality upon the vividness

with which they kindle his imagination. His mind has, as it were, a centre

in two worlds, and it may work with equal freedom upon material drawn
from either. That imaginative vision, which gives to the world of fact

a higher reality by expressing the soul that informs it, gives to the world

of ideas a sensuous incarnation which utters its voice in song.

In the allegory of the Faerie Queene these two worlds meet and fuse. But
the fusion is not complete, and the children of each world bear upon their

forms traces of their origin. Hence, two types of allegory may often be

distinguished. At times the poet starts from the idea, and the process of

incarnation follows. Human qualities are then abstracted into the rarefied

atmosphere of thought and presented to his imagination for conscious

artistic handling. The result is somewhat formal personification, cast in

the traditional mould of mediaeval allegory, and executed in the manner
of a pageant or a Morality. At its worst it is mechanical in structure and
somewhat arbitrary in its symbolism ; but it is seldom unrelieved by vivid

detail that gives it an independent life, and at its best it turns an abstract

conception with triumphant success into concrete living form. The
Masque of Cupid (in. 12) embraces the quaintly emblematic figures of

Dissemblance twisting her two clewes of silk, and Suspect peeping through

his lattis, and along with them the haunting picture of Fear, ' all armed
from top to toe,' yet taking fright even at the clash and the glitter of his

own coat of mail. Of this kind is much of the incidental allegory in the

Faerie Queene, and Spenser has used to the full the opportunities it offers

to his rich power over colour and form, and his genius for imaginative

description. But when his mind is turned rather upon the warm realities

of life itself, the process is different. Human qualities, justice, temperance,

and the rest, are still realized in their essence, but they are seen to be

present in living human beings. Hence he does not present an abstract

conception by a human symbol, but accepts under his idealizing vision

a human being as the symbol of his conception. Britomart is not the

abstract conception of Chastity, but a real woman who expresses in her

personality and her conduct, along with many other powers and some
human weakness, the essential quality of chastity. Una may be Truth,
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but she is far more. She is a woman with sufficient individuality to be
' pre-eminently dear ' to that poet who of all others delighted to find

his happiness ' in this world, which is the world of all of us '. And such

in the main is the structural allegory of the Faerie Queene. The characters,

indeed, are seldom presented with the subtle and complex detail of

a realist. Spenser's whole artistic method is that of idealization, and

of emphasis on the essential. But for all that he bases it on life. Some-
times, indeed, it is impossible to determine whether the ideal conception

or the character which expresses it was his initial inspiration, whether

in Sir Calidore he thought first of Courtesy or of Sir Philip Sidney, whether

he drew Timias from Ralegh or found himself in his delineation of reckless

honour falling back unconsciously upon his knowledge of his daring and

impetuous friend. Allegory of this kind can easily be distinguished from

the more obvious personification, however vivid ; it has all the character

of myth, which, apart from all its symbolism, has complete artistic life.

Thus Spenser idealizes_real persons, and he breathes jif^into abstracr

lioni. He s^es~Hope not merely as a symbolic figure leaning upon an.

anchor, but as a living woman, whose face bears signs of the anguish

hidden at her heart. He sees Lord Grey not simply as a sagacious and

just-minded man, but as the faery knight of Justice. By his side he sets

Talus, the iron man, that most powerful embodiment of Justice in the

abstract. In Sir Artegal and his remorseless squire the different types

of allegory are seen at once in their boldest contrast and in perfect

harmony. And so the Graces who dance before Colin upon the mount of

Acidale are not three but four in number ; for in the midst of these

ancient ' handmaids of Venus, daughters of delight ', who to the Greeks

symbolized all the grace and charm of womanhood, is ' placed paravaunt *

the woman that Colin loved, the heroine of the Jmoretti and the

Epithaiamion. But there is nothing incongruous. The real meet s the

ideal in faery^land, and itsjkinship is acknowledged.
Apd even where the ^allegorical form is least spontaneous and most

nearly dead, Spenser's imagination breathes life into what seems doomed
to be formal and mechanic. The ingenious symbolism of the Castle of

Alma might well have been borrowed from the drycst scholasticism, and

in the description of its lower regions, where the maister cookc Decoction

officiates with the kitchen clcrke Digestion, Spenser's art sinks to its lowest.

Yet even within these antiquated walls we meet with vividly real people.

Like Sir Cjuyon, we arc drawn to that strangely shy maiden, dressed in

her thickly folded robe of blue. We watch the flashing blood inflame

her lovely face as Guyon addresses her, and the human appeal of the scene

is not lessened when Alma reveals its ideal significance :

Why wonder vfc

Fairc Sir at that, which ye ao much cmhracc ?

.She is the ffninl.iinc of your niDticstrr ;

You shanicfast arc, but Sbamejdsttii's<ii it stlfc is shtc. (ii. i\. 43.)
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The ideal conception of modesty is bodied forth in the lady, the human,
quality of modesty is the very essence of Guyon's personality. The two
meet for one vivid moment in the spacious halls of Alma, the Soul. And
the larger world in which they meet is the ideal world of Spenser's

imagination.

This world of faery land is wide enough to embrace all that was most
precious to Spenser in his own experience. With its chivalrous combats
and its graceful leisure, its tangle of incident and character, its dense

forest and glades, and pleasant sunny interspaces, where the smoke rises

from the homely cottage or the stream trickles down with a low murmur
inviting repose and meditation, it could mirror both the world of his

philosophic vision and the real world of the Irish countryside, of court

intrigues, of European politics, of his own loves and friendships. The
romantic setting of the faery forest and the idealizing form of allegory

are more than a picturesque convention. They are the fitting artistic

expression of that mood in which he looked out on the strangeness

and the beauty of life, and brooded over its inner meaning.

It was inevitable that his faery land should be enriched with the spoils

of literary reminiscence. A student from his youth, he had lived a full

and eager life in books, and his imagination was kindled in the study as

in the outer world. To know the sources of his art is to be familiar with

the library to which the Elizabethan scholar had access. Spenser draws
|

with equal freedom from the Bible, from the Greek and Latin poets, fromi

the writings of the French and Italian Renaissance, from that mediaevalj

literature which the learned held up to contempt. La Morte D''Arthur, and

kindred romances. Sir Bevis, Guy of Warwick, and the rest
—

' those feigned

books of chivalry wherein', says Ascham, 'a man by reading them should be

led to none other end but only to manslaughter and bawdry '—suggested

to Spenser much incident and inspired many a ncble reflection. His art

is compounded of many simples, extracted from many objects, but whilst

few artists have owed more to their predecessors, none has more indelibly

marked all that he touched with his own impress. There is hardly an

incident that the keen-scented source hunter cannot track down to some
earlier writer, obvious or obscure ; but more astonishing than the extent

and diversity of Spenser's reading is his power to group in one harmonious

jf^
picture materials drawn from widely varying sources. They harmonize

because nothing is left as it was found, but all that passes through his mind
is coloured by his imagination, and has caught the distinctive quality of

his personality. Distinctions of classical and romantic, ancient and modern,
sacred and profane, have no meaning for him. Where others distinguish,

he is only conscious of the unity of all that has arrested the human
imagination. This eclectic method is pursued alike in the main weaving

of his plot, in its incidental embellishment, in the similes and allusions

that enrich his style and drive home his imaginative conception. *~The

story of Una and her knight opens with suggestions of Malory's Gareth
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and Lynette ; the enchanter who is their chief enemy is no distant relative

of Ariosto's hermit, who deceives Angehca ; on their travels they meet

with classical satyrs and Elizabethan courtiers, their adventures are

reminiscent now of Vergil, now of Sir Bevis and The Seven Champions of

Christendom, now of the Apocalypse, and their betrothal is celebrated with

a confusion of pagan and Christian ritual
;
yet there is nothing to disturb

the harmony of the imaginative atmosphere. The ante-room in the house

of Busirane is hung with goodly arras whereon, as in the castle of many
a mediaeval poet, are woven legends of classical mythology. Their

source is Ovid, but nothing could be less like Ovid than the music and the

feeling with which Spenser delineates them. And over the portals of the

room are inscribed the words Be bold, which have come from the old

wives' tale of Air. Fox. Among the lovers whose ' spotlesse pleasures
'

make glad the garden of Venus, David and Jonathan, Pylades and Orestes

walk side by side; in thedark river of CocytusPilate stands next toTantalus.

Nor is the poet's method different when he is uttering his deepest religious

conviction. The well of life into which the Red Cross Knight sinks in

his conflict with the dragon is Hkened not merely to Silo or to Jordan,

but to Cephise and to Hcbrus, to the English Bath and the German
Spau. The guardian angel who watches over the prostrate Sir Guyon after

his fierce struggle with the temptations of Mammon, and evokes that

superb expression of Christian humility and gratitude :

O why should heauenly God to men haue such regard ^ (ii. viii. 2.)

appears to Spenser as a fair young man

Of wondrous beautie, and of freshest ycares (11. vlii. 5.)

like to Phoebus, or ' to Cupido on Idacan hill '. The pedant finds the

comparison ludicrous, the more prosaic pietist finds it profane. To
Spenser it was natural, almost inevitable. As Truth appealed to him in

terms of beauty, so allbeauty, whatever its source, could be brough t to

serve and to illuniinatc the highest-truth.

This wealth of varied reminiscence he brings into touch with his own
observation of nature and of human character, 'llic main features of

Irish scenery supplied a background for his poem hardly distinguishable I

from the traditional landscape of mediaeval romance, and he often treats

it in an entirely traditional manner. But it gave him also, as the fruit of

intimate observation, pictures of vivid reality. Tlie little mountain path

of trodden grass where Una comes upon the damzcll ' that on her shoulders

sad a pot of water bore ' (i. iii. 10), the house of Care under tlic steep

hillside with its muddie brook and few crooked sallows (iv. v. 33), the

valley in which, through the tops of the high trees, Florimcl descries

A little 8tn«>kc, whose vapour thin and light

Rcckiiif^' aloft, iiprollcd to the sky
;
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and the hovel

built of stickes and reeds,

In homely wize, and walled with sods around, (iii. vii. 5, 6.)

are all drawn from the life. But Spenser's delicate observation is shown
less in set description than in incidental simile and suggestion. In describ-

ing the wood of error (i. i. 8, 9) he is content to follow a conventional

catalogue that he has drawn from Chaucer : only incidentally does he

show his knowledge and love of jtrees, bringing us in sight of those

two goodly trees, that faire did spred

Their armes abroad, with gray mosse ouercast.

And their greene leaues trembling with euery blast,

Made a calme shadow far in compasse round
;

(i. ii. 28.)

and noting how in winter the

Hoarie frost with spangles doth attire

The mossy braunches of an Oke halfe ded. (i. x. 48.)

In his treatment of the sea he is less hampered by precedent. It is

patriotism, doubtless, and the adventurous spirit of his age that suggest the

naiitkiaLnietaphors with which he delights to mark the stages of his poem.

But his love for~tlie sea was personal, founded on a familiar knowledge

of the coast. He knows ' the moyst mountains of the Irish shore, that

each on other throng '. He has watched the meeting of two billows in

the Irish sounds.

Forcibly driuen with contrarle tydes. (iv. i. 42.)

With Florimel he has visited the little sheltered bay where

A little boate lay houing her before,

In which there slept a fisher old and pore,

The whiles his nets were drying on the sand. (iii. vii. 27.)

His ears have caught the hollow thunder of the horses' hoofs upon the

beach ; and the low boom of the water as it breaks in foam upon the rocks

is re-echoed in his verse :

With that the rolling sea resounding soft,

In his big base them fitly answered.
And on the rocke the waues breaking aloft,

A solemne Meane vnto them measured. (11. xli. 33.)

As the ferryman brushes the sea with his stiff oars he notes

That the hoare waters from his frigot ran.

And the light bubbles daunced all along, (11. xii. 10.)

and his eye detects the ' checked wave ' that covers the dangerous quick-

sand (11. xii. 18).
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He is deeply sensitive to the beauty of light upon the water. The
armour of Pyrochles glitters

as the Sunny beames do glaunce and glide

Vpon the trembling waue. (ii. v. 2).

The moistened eyes of Acrasia are like the starry light

Which sparckling on the silent waues, does seeme more bright. (11. xil. 78.)

The beauty of women again and again suggests to him imaginative effects 1

of light and shade. The ' angel face ' of Una ' makes a sunshine in the
'

shady place ', the damsells who dance before Colin have faces ' glancing

like evening lights ', Britomart, as her hair falls to her feet, * is creasted all

with lines of fierie light,' like the sky upon a summer evening.

The conventions of the life of chivalry which have dictated the outward
actions of his dramatis personae should not blind our eyes to the truthful

simplicity of their emotions. The heroic career of the warrior maid,

Britomart, may have little in common with ordinary life, but the manner
in which her inner life is revealed, in all its subtle changes of mood,
might well excite the envy of a realistic novelist. Spenser's knowledge of

a woman's heart and a woman's ways finds constant and subtle expression.

With a touch of vivid detail he can invest with living interest a wholly

subordinate character. Clarinda, asked for news of her prisoner for whom
she has a secret love, is taken oflP her guard and thrown into confusion, but,

so soone

As she her face had wypt, to fresh her blood, (v. v. 45.)

she recovers herself, and is able to invent a plausible tale. The anxious

care of the aged nurse Glauce over her sick mistress is depicted in many
delicate strokes of humour and pathos ; and the stanza that closes the

midnight scene between them would be hard to surpass in its homeliness,

its dramatic truth of detail, and its climax of tenderness :

Her cliearefull words much chcard tlie feeble spright

Of the sicke virgin, that her downe she layd

In her warme bed to slecpe, if that she might
;

And the old-woman carefully displayd

The clothes about her rouiui with busie ayd
;

So that at last a little creeping slecpe

Surprisd her sense : She therewith well apayd,
The drunken ]am|>e downe in the oyle did steepc,

And set her by to watch, and set her by to weepe. (in. ii. 47.)

Spenser's love of children is quickened by a rare sympathy with the ex-

perience of woman. He realizes by an intuition, in wliich he comes near

to Wordsworth, her passionate tenderness for the child unborn, for the

child that is her living care, for the child that is not hers. When liritoniart
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learns from the Red Cross Knight that Sir Artegall is worthy of her

secret devotion

The louing mother, that nine monethes did beare,

In the deare closet of her painefull side,

Her tender babe, it seeing safe appeare,

Doth not so much reioyce as she reioyced theare/ (in. ii. ii.)

Satyrane's mother finds ' her sweete boy ' playing with the cubs of an

angry lioness. Her first emotion is a paralysing terror ; then her maternal

instinct makes the tender natural appeal : '/or love of me leave off this

dreadfull play.' Sir Calepine rescues a baby from the clutches of a wild

bear. He examines it tenderly but cannot allay its irritating cries, and

in his well-meaning incompetence he is glad to entrust it to the childless

Matilda. No amount of psychological analysis could reveal her strange

conflict of emotions as fully as does Spenser's simple dramatic touch

:

And hauing ouer it a litle wept,

She bore it thence, and euer as her owne it kept. (vi. iv, 37.)

The romantic, often impossible, situations in which his characters are

found only throws into stronger relief the exquisite delicacy of the

sentiment and its essential truth to human nature.

In all this is revealed a side of Spenser's genius which finds too little

recognition, his knowledge of the simple emotions of life, and the relation

of his world of magnificence and pageant to the sources of human joy and

tears. We have already dwelt upon the ornate description of Sir Guyon's

guardian angel, who is like ' to Cupido on Idaean hill '. But the angels

seen in vision by the Red Cross Knight

into that Citie wend,
As commonly as friend does with his Jrend\ (i. x. 56.)

and the saints of his New Jerusalem are

More deare vnto their God, then younglings to their dam.
(i. X. 57.)

As he brings down heaven to earth so the humblest of earth's creatures

can be irradiated with the light of their celestial home. The ' bare naked

wretches ' who are clothed by the Almoner of the House of Holiness are

enshrined in one of Spenser's most beautiful lines as

The images of God in earthly clay. (i. x. 39.)

His art varies from homeliness to splendour, from the remoteness of

romance to the realistic suggestion of common life. His greatness as an

artist lies not in the one sphere or in the other, but in the fusion of the two.

In this lies the secret of his style, which easily adapts itself to his mood,

and is the fitting expression of his unique and graceful personality. His

' Compare, too, his account of the emotion of Pastorella's mother on the recovery

of her lost child (vi. xii. 21).
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character, less forceful perhaps than Milton's, is no less indelibly stamped

on all he wrote. Wordsworth and Keats have written lines which might

have come from the pen of Milton ; no one has ever written a stanza

that could be taken for Spenser's. His many imitators in the eighteenth

century only succeeded in mingling the magniloquent with the childish
;

and Thomson, the best of them, emphasized his failure to recapture the

tones of his master by apologizing ' for a simplicity of diction which

borders on the ludicrous '.^ Those who, like Shelley and Keats, have

fallen most deeply under his spell come nearest to attaining his effects

by avoiding all attempt at detailed imitation, and writing in their own
best manner. His distinctive quality is to be found in his language and its i

melody. To an archaism which is inimitable because it is purely capricious,
\

he was drawn at once by its reminiscent picturesqueness and by its

musical possibilities. Already, in the Shepheardes Calender^ he had experi-

mented in the use of archaic language ; the diction of the Faerie Oueene

is the mature product of his peculiar poetic temperament. Undeterred

by criticism, he took full advantage of the unsettled state of English
^

in his day, not only to revive the obsolete, but to coin new words on old i

analogies, and to adapt both his spelling and his pronunciation to his i

desired effects of cadence and melody. It was his aim to perfect for

himself an instrument from which he could extract a music as subtle asi

Chaucer's, and by means of which he could create around his subject the!

atmosphere of an ideal antique world.

The Chaucerian element in his language is like a distinct but seldom

perceived flavour, which can be tasted in occasional words like ' warray ',

' cncheason ', or ' solas ', in the use of abstract nouns with romance

terminations, and in the cadence or verbal reminiscence of such a line as

There many mlnstrales maken melodye,

which suggests that from Chaucer he learnt the metrical value of the

short^yllable. A special touch of the old romance, transplanted by Malory
and others from France, is given by such words as ' prow ', ' persaunt ',

' bclgardcs ', ' bcaupcrcs *,
' paravaunt '. But it is significant that many of

Spenser's supposed archaisms are really in a sense Elizabethan. He
cherished words which though still in use were rapidly passing out of

fashion, and the sustained colouring and atmosphere of his style is thus

given by a constant use of words which are found in Marlowe, Shake-

speare, or Sidney, perhaps once or twice. 'Eftsoons', ' nc', ' als', ' whilom',!

'uncouth', 'wight', ' ckc ',
' sithcns ', yvvis '— it is words like these

continually woven into the texture of his diction which, more even than

the Chaucerian or romance elements, give it the Spenserian colour. Thus
by freely adapting spelling, pronunciation, and even word-formation, to

his needs, Spc-nser made the fullest use of this rii hly compounded language.

To lighten the movement and smooth the How of his metre he could

' IiitrodiK lion to the Casllr of Indolcttce.
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I use old forms, ' as whilom was the antique worldes guize.' To suit the
* play of his melody or rhyme he could vary his forms, using ' dreriment ', or

'drerihed', or 'dreariness', 'jollihed' or 'jollitee'. Or he would create a

form of his own, such as the adjective ' daint ', or the verb to ' cherry '.

Yet these idiosyncrasies of his vocabulary, open as they are to serious attack

as both arbitrary and illogical, are all grafted on to a firm and healthy

stock of pure and simple English, free from the involved and pedantic

mannerisms that were the snare of his age. Hence it is that though he

was the first conscious inventor of a distinct poetic diction, which drew
from ' well-languaged ' Daniel a criticism of his ' aged accents and un-

timely words ', and from Ben Jonson the charge that ' in affecting the

ancients he writ no language ', Coleridge could assert with a still more
vital truth that there was ' no poet whose writings would safelier stand

the test of Mr. Wordsworth's theory than Spenser '.

\ The individual quality of Spenserian melody found perfect expression

\ in the verse form of the Faerie Queene. This stanza was his own invention,

and it is his greatest contribution to the development of English prosody.

Chaucer's rhyme royal (a b a b b c c) may have called his attention to the

effectiveness of a stanza with an uneven number of lines, and indeed,

the effects attainable in these two measures might well be said to represent

the difference between the metrical genius of Chaucer and of Spenser.

He has been supposed to owe something to the ottava rima (a b a b a b c c),

though the interlacing of his rhymes brings his measure nearer to the

stanza that he had borrowed from Chaucer for the opening of his April

j
and November Eclogues ^ (a b a b b c b c). But to admit this detracts in no

way from the absolute originality of the Spenserian stanza. The added

ninthline is a magnificent conclusion to the linked sweetness of the pre-

ceding eight, and in it the music of the whole stanza spreads and settles

to a triumphant or a quiet close. Its logical value to the metrical scheme
^ lies in the fact that, standing apart from the rest by reason of its length,

' it forms a_ distinct climax, and is in a manner detached; yet, because it is

' linked in rhyme with the foregoing quatrain, it never suffers the sharp

isolation that occasionally marks the final couplet of the ottava rima or

the rhyme royal. It is obviously fitted for sententious and reflective

comment upon the situation :

111 weares he armes, that nill them vse for Ladies sake (in. v. ii.)

It is admirable for rounding off an episode, or concluding a canto. It is

often the most beautiful line of a stanza, which gathers strength as it

proceeds, giving the last splendid touch to a vivid^description :

Loe where the dreadfull Death behind thy backe doth stond, (ii. viii. 37.)

* In the November Eclogue also may be noticed his first consistent use of the

Alexandrine, and it may well be that in his composition of that poem the Spenserian

stanza occurred to him.
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or distilling into one perfect sentence the emotion that the rest of the

stanza has evoked :

Ah Loue, lay downe thy bow, the whiles I may respire, (i. ix 8.)

This Alexandrine, as a rule, has an almost regular iambic beat, and a caesura

which splits the line into two equal parts ; and even so constructed it can

be put to many different uses. It can express a tender, beauty :

So faire a creature yet saw ncuer sunny day. (i. ix. 13.)

It can roll magnificently as when it tells

Of old Assaracus, and Inacbus diuine. (11. ix. 56.)

or of

A sacrament prophane in mistcry of wine. (iii. ix. 30.)

it can be utterly simple :

For all we haue is his : what he list doc, he may. (v. ii. 41.)

A slight variation from the normal type voices the subtlest grades of

feehng.^ The addition of a syllable to the fifth foot of the line makes

it dance with the grace and lightness of a bride :

When forth from virgin howrc she comes in th'early morne.

(11. xii. 50.)

By the avoidance of any marked caesura it seems to gain an added length

and a more sustained and sinuous How as of a snake that

Through thcgrecncgras his long hright burnisht backc declares, (iii. xi. z^.)

W'iicn the line is split by the caesura into three equal parts instead of two

it acquires a slojv and halting movement, as of pain and weariness :

Their hearts were sickc, their sides were sore, thrir fccte wore l.une.

(vi. v. 40.)

in all these lines an effect is attained which would be beyond the scope

ol a decasyllabic verse. Hut to cjuote isolated Alexandrines gives no just

idea of their true value ; for their effect they depend upon their vital

relation with the metrical scheme of the whole stanza. No poet has ever

woven a web of verse as subtly intricate as Spenser's. Throughout the

vast length of his poem he heightens the effect proper to his interlacing

rliym^-systcm by a constant assonance and alliteration, and In the haunt- i

ing repetilion of word, phrase, cadence. Spenser's supreme tour Jt' force \

In tins manner is to be foimd in the oft qu(Ui'd stan/.is from the

' This is inu" also of S|Knscr's (iccisvllahU-s. \\hi<h for tin- nmst p.iri nm with
a smoolli i.inihir beat, hut an* varied at linus with ^(•llin^,' cfTcrt : ^•.^,^ !I. viii. \,

* ('iMuc hilhrr. mnic hither, O <oin> haslilv*. a lim- wiiith the /•>»/<>; editor fonn»l lt»o

irir;.;ul.it litr lii^ taste,

SI'tNSIiH <•
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.;

Bower of Bliss (ii. xii. 71, 74), but it is a manner habitual to him, and it is

capable of infinite variation according to his mood. There are few of

those rhetorical figures noted by Puttenham ^ as ' both auricular and

sensible, by which all the words and clauses are made as well tunable to

the ear as stirring to the mind ' that do not find perfect illustration in

the Faerie Queene. At times a word is so repeated that it gives the line

a metrical balance, or enforces an obvious antithesis, at times the iteration

is little more than a play upon the meaning of the word ; but more often,

by the peculiar quality which it imparts to the music of the stanza it

suggests a subtlety in the poet's thought or feeling :

Withall she laughed, and she blusht withall,

That blushing to her laughter gauc more grace,

And laughter to her blushing, as did fall. (11. xii. 68.)^

His skill in playing throughout a whole stanza with recurrent word and

phrase and cadenc^is that of the jdeft juggler, who weaves in the air

intricate patterns with balls of divers colours, and yet never allows one of

them to fall out of his control :

Amongst those knights there were three brethren bold,

Three bolder brethren neuer were yborne.
Borne of one mother in one happie mold.
Borne at one burden in one happie morne,
Thrise happie mother, and thrise happie morne,
That bore three such, three such not to be fond

;

Her name was Agape whose children werne
All three as one, the first hight Priainond^

The second Dyaynond^ the youngest Triamond. (iv. ii. 41.)'

Puttenham would call this device the ' translacer, which is when vou turn

and translace a word with many sundry shapes as the Tailor doth his

garment, and after that sort to play with him in your dittie ', Spenser

may have been attracted by it in the prose of Sidney, but he caught its

true poetic use from his study of the Latin poets. To Dryden ^ it was

known as the ' turn ' upon the word or the thought, and he rightly

recognized that its English master was ' Spenser, who had studied Virgil,

and among his other excellences had copied that '.

Spenser's studied use of assonance and alliteration springs from the

same musical instinct. He commonly employs assonance to give greater

value to the vowel of the rhyme word, by anticipating it in some strong

place within the line :

Weening some heauenly goddesse he did sec.

Or else vnweeting, what it else miglit bcc
j

(iv. vi. 22.)

* Puttenham, The Arte oj English Poclric, c. xix, pp. 208 f., cd. Arbcr.
* Cf. also V. V. 31, II. vii. 41.
^ Cf. also III. xii. 24, vi. xi. 26, 11. iv. 35.
* Pryden, Critical Essays, ed, Ker, ii. 109.
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and this use is especially noticeable in the Alexandrine, where the assonance

will often be found to emphasize the caesura :

A worke of wondrous grace, and able soules to saue. (i. ix. 19.)

That like a rose her silken leaues did faire vnfold. (vi. xii. 7.)

At times he carries his assonance through a whole stanza, as in the follow-

ing, where he emphasizes the rhyme vowels ai and e by contrasting them

with the harder sound of i :

So there that night Sir Calidore did dwell,

And long while after, whilest him list remaine,

Dayly beholding the faire Pastorell,

And feeding on the bayt of his owne bane.

During which time he did her entertaine

With all kind courtesies, he could inuent
;

And euery day, her companie to gaine.

When to the field she went, he with her went:

So for to quench his fire, he did it more augment, (vi. ix. 34.)^

But Spenser's most persistent artistic device is alliteration, which he 4

uses alike to mark hi^ rhythm and knit his verse together, to enforce his

mea iiing, a^nd^foiJis pure melodic beauty. He was attracted to it, doubtless,

byTis study of that earlier poetry which is alliterative by structure, but

his knowledge of Chaucer had showed him its greater artistic value when
it is accidental rather than structural; and he developed its musical possi-

bilities to their utmost, so that it became for him an integral part of his

melody, capable of sustaining his verse even when his poetic inspiration

was at its lowest. Many of his favourite phrases, ' loving lord', 'girlonds
j

gay', 'silver sleepe', 'lovely layes', 'wide wildernesse', are born of his love \

of alliteration, and so natural an element of his music does it become

that at times it influences, almost unconsciously, his choice of words:

I knockt, but no man aunswred me by name
;

I cald, but no man answerd to my clame. (iv. x. 11.)

Its use for emphasis is obvious enough, as in the description of the giant

who ' with stiirdic steps came stalking in his sight' (i. vii. 8), or of the

studied hypocrisy of Archimago :

Sober he secmdc, and very sagely sad, (i. i. 2y.)

or of the gloom of the Cave of Despair :

Darke, dolcfuli, drcaric, like ;i grccdie prauc. (i. ix. 33.)

Like Milton, he knew the power of alliteration upoji w to give the

sense of vastncss and desolation :

In n\\ Ills wayes tliroiigh this wide worldcs wauc. (i. x. 34)*

' f'f. also VII. vii. .}.j, wlurc .Spenser enforces ihc contrust iK-twecn l>av anil Ni^ht

liV enM)hiisi/.iii^' throu^houl the slan/u the vowels (j and /.

• ('1. ulso II. vii. a, I. ix. 39.
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Certain combinations of consonants, indeed, are associated in his mind
with definite feehngs or conceptions, and he will carry their use through

several lines, sometimes through a whole stanza. Particularly effective is

his alliteration upon s and / to convey a sense of peace, wherein ' the senses

lulled arc in slumber of delight'. The argument of Despair is rendered

almost irresistible by the music in which it is phrased :

\ Is not short paine well borne, that brings long ease,

And layes the soule to sleepe in quiet graue ?

Sleepe after toyle, port after stormie seas.

Ease after warre, death after life does greatly please, (i. ix.40.)

And so of Arthur, dreaming of the faerie queene :

Whiles euery sence the humour sweet embayd.
And slombring soft my hart did steale away,
Me seemed, by my side a royali Mayd
Her daintie limbes full softly down did lay. (i. ix. 13.)^

. . It will be noticed that in all these passages the effect of the alliteration

'

is strengthened by the use of the alliterative letter in the middle and end

as well as at the beginning of the words.

But apart from these special uses, assonance and alliteration run through

all his verse as an integral part of its melody, a kind of sweet undertone,

blending with the regular rise and fall of the verse and enhancing its

rhythmical appeal, so as to form a total effect of indefinable grace and

beauty.

The peculiar dangers and temptations of such a style are obvious, and

Spenser did not escape them. Though his finest music is wedded to his

noblest imaginings, he could convey, in music of a kind, any idea, however

trivial, and it was not always worth the carriage. In such moments he

parodies his poetic self ; the inspiration is gone ; and those devices which

are the natural and inevitable expression of his mode of thought seem

little better than the threadbare artifice of a cunning metrical trickster.

He fills out the rhythmical structure of his stanza with words and phrases

that add nothing to his picture, and gives whole lines of comment that

is trite and commonplace. His characteristic manner has the exuberance

of a garden set in rich and fruitful soil, and it needs a careful tending
;

for even its choicest flowers may put on such luxuriant growth that they

wcllnigh choke each other, and if weeds chance to take root there they

will grow apace. Spenser never learnt the art to prune, he was not over

careful to weed. And his verse, though it has a vigour of its own, is seldom

rapid; it is the counterpart _of. that brooding contemplative moojijn
which he looked habitually at life. Its sustaining principle was a slow

circling movement that continually returned upon itself. Wordsworth's

' Cf. also II. vi. 3, II. v. 30, 32, III. xii. i.
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inspired lines sum up far better than any prose criticism can do, his

essential quality :

Sweet Spenser moving through his clouded heav'en

With the moon's beauty and the moon's soft pace.

To him the significance_of the situations that he describes and his attitude
^

with regard to them were more than the situations themselves ; the music *

in which his imagination phrased them was a part of their significance.

To admit this is to deny him a supreme place among narrative poets,

even among those whose narrative is romance ; and readers who love

a story for its own sake will often find him tedious, and turn with relief

to Ariosto, Byron, or Scott. Spenser is never outside his subject, delight-

ing in a spectacle of movement or of passion, allowing to his creation the

irresponsible freedom of actual life, and curbed only by life's capricious

laws. All that he creates is alike moulded and controlled by his personal

emotions, and is deeply charged with his own reflection. The world of

reality was profoundly dissatisfying to him ; it was filled with baffling con-

tradictions, where splendour clashed with meanness, and high endeavour

was tainted -with base self-seeking. As ^ man he was ready to play his

part in it, and the part he played was courageous and noble, worthy
,\

of his ideals. But as an artist it was his aim to escape from it, into the
|

delightful land of his dream, whose ways

Are so exceeding spacious and wide
And sprinkled with such sweet variety

Of all that pleasant Is to ear and eye,

that his travel never wearies him—a land of clear spiritual vision, in whicli I

truth is always sure of triumph, and the fierce conflicts of earth arc heard

faintly as from a distance, hardly disturbing the enchanted atmosphere

of serene beauty. Here it was that his art found its home, with careless

Quiet
Wrapped in ctcrnall silence, farre from encniyes

;

and wlicn his voice broke in upon this paradise of his imagination * Silence t

was pleased '.
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THE FIRST
BOOKE OF THE

FAERIE QVEENE.
Coiitayiiiiig

THE LEGENDE OF THE
KNIGHT OF THE RED CROSSE,

OR

OF HOLINESSE.

O I the man, whose Muse whilome did maske,

As time her taupht,in lowly Shepheards weeds,

Am now enforst a far vnfitter taske,

For trumj)ets sterne to chaunj^e nunc Oaten
reeds,

And siiij; of Kniphts and Ladies qcnlle deeds ;

Whose |)rayses hauiti},' slept in silence lonj^,

Me, all t(Ki meane, the sacred Muse areeds

To blazon hrrrad emoiiLjst her learned throng :

'ierce warres and failhfull ioues shall moralize

my song.

2

IcljK.' tiicn, T) holy Virgin chiefe of nine,

Thy weaker Nouicc to performe thy will,

L;iy forth out of thine cucrhistinj^ scrvne

The anti({ue rolles, which there Ive hidden still,

Of I'aerie knij^hts and fairi-st 'lanaquill,

\Vli(»m that most noMe Hriton Prince sf) long

Sought through ihS world, and sulfereil so

much ill.

That I must rue his vndescruc<l wrong:
) htl|H; thou my wcakr wit. and shar|»en niy

dull tong.

3
And thou most dreaded impc of highest lone,

Faire Vaxus sonnc, that with thy cruell dart

At that good knight so cunningly didst roue.

That glorious fire it kindled in his hart.

Lay now thy deadly Ilehen bow a|nirt.

And with thy mother milde come to mine ayde

:

Come both, and with you bring triumphant

Mart,

In Ioues and gentle iollities arrayd.

After his murdrous spoiles and bloudy rage

allayd.

4
And with them eke, O Goddesse hcauenly

bright,

Mirrour of grace and Maiestie diuine,

Oreat I.july of the greatest Isle, whose light

Like Phnhiis lain|K- throughout the world doth

shine.

Shell th\- faire Uajues into mv feeble e\ne.

And raise n)V thoughts too humble and t«K» vile.

To thinke of that true glorious X\\k of thine,

The argmnent (»f mine alTIi* te<l stile :

The which to heare, vouchs;ife, O dearest dred

a while.
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Cajifo I.

The Patron oj true Holinesse,

Foide Erroiir doth dejeate :

Hypocrisie him to entrappe,

Doth to his home entreate.

6
A Gentle Knight was pricking on the plaine,«

Y cladd in mightie armes and siluer shielde,

Wherein old dints of deepe wounds did re

maine,

The cruell markes of many' a bloudy fielde ;

Yet armes till that time did he neuer wield

His angry steede did chide his foming bitt,

As much disdayning to the curbe to yield :

Full ioUy knight he seemd, and faire did sitt,

As one for knightly giusts and fierce encounters

fitt. '•

K/'

But on his brest a bloudie Crosse he bore, «-

The deare remembrance of his dying Lord, -"^

For whose sweete sake that glorious badge he

wore, - _

And dead as liuing euer him ador'd :

Vpon his shield the like was also scor'd, ^-

"

For soueraine hope, which in his helpe he had

:

Right faithfuU true he was in deede and word,
But of his cheere did seeme too solemne sad y

Yet nothing did he dread, but euer was ydrad.

Vpon a great aduenture he was bond, *^

That greatest Gloriana to him gaue, j^'

That greatest Glorious Queene of Faerie lond,

To winne him worship, and her grace to haue.

Which of all earthly things he most did craue
;

And euer as he rode, his hart did earne ^
To proue his puissance in battell braue . '

Vpon his foe, and his new force to learne ;
^

'

Vpon his foe, a Dragon horrible and stearne. /

A loucly Ladie rode him faire beside,

Vpon a lowly Asse more white then snow,
Yet she much whiter, but the same did hide

Vnder a vele, that wimpled was full low,

And ouer all a blacke stole she did throw,

As one that inly mournd : so was she sad,

And heauie sat vpon her palfrey slow :

Seemed in heart some hidden care she had.

And bv her in a line a milke white lambe she lad.

So pure an innocent, as that same lambe,

SI* was in life and euery vertuous lore.

And by descent from Royall lynage came
Of ancient Kings and Queenes, that had of yon
Their scepters stretcht from East to Westernc

shore.

And all the world in their subiection held
;

Till that infernall feend with foule vprore

Forwasted all their land, and them expeld :

Whom to auenge, she had this Knight from fa;

compeld.

Behind her farre away a Dwarfe did lag,

That lasie seemd in being euer last.

Or wearied with bearing of her bag
Of needments at his backe. Thus as they past

The day with cloudes was suddeine ouercast

And angry loue an hideous storme of raine

Did poure into his Lemans lap so fast,

I
That euery wight to shrowd it did constrain.

And this faire couple eke to shroud themselue;

were fain.

7

Enforst to seeke some couert nigh at hand,

, 'A shadie groue not far away they spide.

That promist ayde the tempest to withstand

Whose loftie trees yclad with sommers pride

Did spred so broad, that heauens light did hide

Not perceable with power of any starre :

And all within were pathes and alleles wide,

^Vith footing worne, and leading inward farre

;

jTaire harbour that them seemes ; so in the)

entred arre.

And foorth they passe,with pleasure forward led

loying to heare the birdes sweete harmony.
Which therein shrouded from the tempest dred

Seemd in their song to scorne the cruell sky.

'^Much can they pravse the trees so straight anc

y hy,

-The sayling Pine, the Cedar proud and tall.

The vine-proj) Elme, the Poplar ncuer dry.

The builder Oake, sole king of forrests all.

The Aspine good for staues,theCypresse funerali

\f^

le Laurell, meed of mightie Conquerours
And Poets sage, the Firre that wcepeth still,

^ The Willow worne of forlorne Paramours,
-The EusTJj, obedient to the benders will, >'

The Birch for shafles, the Sallow for the nfiill

The Mirrhe sweete bleecftng in the bitter wound
The warlike Beech, the Ash for nothing ill,

The fruitfull Oliue, and the Platane round,

The earner Holme, the Maple seeldom inwarc

sound.
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k1 with delight, they thus beguile the way,

^ntill the blustring storme is ouerblowne ;

V'hen weening to returne, whence they did

stray, [showne,

Tiey cannot finde that path, which first was
Jut wander too and fro in waves vnknowne,
'urthest from end then, when they neerest

weene, [their owne :

Tiat makes them doubt, their wits be not

o many pathes, so many turnings scene,

lat which of them to take, in diuerse doubt

they been.
j j

: last resoluing forward still to fare,

'ill that some end they finde or in or out,

'hat path they take, that beaten seemd most
md like to lead the labyrinth about

; [bare,

Vhich when by tract they hunted had
throughout,

kt length it brought them to a hollow caue,

Lmid the thickest woods. The Champion stout

iftsoones dismounted from his courser braue,

id to the Dwarfe a while his ncedlesse spere

he gaue.
*^

12

; well aware, quoth then that Ladie milde,

^ast suddaine mischiefe ye too rash prouoke :

'hedangcr hid, the place vnknowne and wilde,

Jrecdcs dreadfuU doubts : Oft fire is without

smoke,
md fx^rill without show: therefore your stroke
ir knight with-hold, till further triall made,
kh Ladie (said he) shame were to reuokc

'he forward footing for an hidden shade :

:rtue giues her sclfe light, through darkcncsse

for to wade.

?a but (quoth she) the pcrill of this place

JK-ttcr wot then you, tliough now too late

"o wish you backe returne with foulc disgrace,

{et wiscdome warnes,whilcst foot is in the gate,

'o stay the stci)f)e, ere forced to retrate.

liis is the warulring wo(k1, this Errours den,

\ monster vile, whom (I(h1 and man dots hate:

liercforc I rend Ixware. Fly fly ((pioth then
le fearcfull Dwarfe :) this is no place for lining

imn.
'I

111 full of fire and grcrdy liardinuiit,

Ijcyouilifull knight (ouldnoi (or ought licstaidc,

\\\\ forth viito the <larksonK- lioir he went,
\uf\ looked in : his glistring armor made
^ litle glo<iming light, mudi like a sha<le,

W whicli he saw the vgly monster plainc,

lalfe like a MT|Krit horribly <lisplaidc,

JuLU.i'"lher halfc flid wonians shajic rctaiii*^

rM lothsom.nithivjfouKjand full ol vile disdainc

And as she lay vpon the durtie ground,

Her huge long taile her den all ouerspred,

Yet was in knots and many bough tes \-])wound,

Pointed with mortall sting. Of her there bred

A thousand yong ones, which she dayly fed,

Sucking vpon her poisonous dugs, eachone

Of sundry shapes, yet all ill fauored :

Soone as that vncouth light vpon them shone,.

Into her mouth they crept, and suddain all

were gone, 15

Their dam vpstart, out of her den effraide,

And rushed forth, hurling her hideous taile

About her cursed head, whose folds displaid

Were stretcht now forth at length without

entraile.

She lookt about, and seeing one in mayle
Armed to point, sought backe to turne againe ;.

For light she hated as the deadly bale.

Ay wont in desert darknesse to remaine.

Where plaine none might her see, nor she see

any plaine. jy

Which when the valiant Elfe perceiu'd, he lept

As Lyon fierce vpon the flying pray.

And with his trenchand blade her boldly kept

From turning backe, and forced her to stay :

Therewith ejirag'd she loudly gan to bray,

Andturningfierce,herspcckled taile aduaunst,

Threatning her angry sting, him to dismay :

Who nouglit aghast,his might ie hand enhaunslt

The stroke down from her head vnto her

shoulder glaunst.

18

Much daunted with that dint,her sence was dazd,

\'et kindling rage. her selfeshcgathorcd round,.

And all attonce her beastly body raizd

With doubled forces high aboue the ground :

Tho wrajipiiig vp her wrethed sterne arownd,

Lept fierce vpon his shield, and her huge trainc

All suddeiilv about his body wound.
That hand or foot lostirrc he stroue in vaine :

God helpe the man so wrajit in Errours cnd-

lesse trainc.

His Lady sad to see his sore constraint,

('ride out, Now now Sir knight. shew what ye

Ik'C,

Add faith vnto your force, and Ik* not faint :

Strangle her. else she sure will strangle thee.

That when he heard, in great |Kr|ili'xitie,

Hisi^all did gralc for griele and high disdainc.

And kiutting all his force got one hand free,

Wherewith he grypt her gorge with so great

paine,

That soono to lfK>se her wicked bands did her

(onstr.iine.

•^^OK-^^-iL/n^ \
rP. y^
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Therewith she spewd out of her filthy maw
|A floud of poyson horrible and blacke,

iFull of great lumpcs of flesh and gobbets raw,

Wliich stunck so vildly,thaL it forst him slacke

His grasping hold, and from her turne him backe:

Her vomit full of bookes and papers was,

\\ ith loathly frogs and toades, which eyes did

lacke,

And creeping sought way in the weedy gras :

Her filthy parbreake all the place defiled has.

21

As when old father NilutS^^^ to swell

Her scattred brood, soone as their Parent deare

They saw so rudely falling to the ground,

Groning full deadly, all with troublous feare,

Gathred themselues about her body round,

Weening their wonted entrance to haue found
At her wide mouth : but being there withstood
They flocked all about her bleeding wound,
/And sucked vp their dying mothers blood,

flaking her death their life, and eke her hurt

I
their good.

^6
That detestable sight him much amazde,
To see th'vnkindly Impes of heauen accurst.

With timely pride aboue the Aegyptian vale, V^Deuoure their dam; on whom while so he gazd,

His fattie wanes do fertile slime outwell, o

And ouerflow each plaine and lowly dale : v}

But when his later spring gins to auale.

Huge heapes of mudd he leaues, wherein there

breed

Ten thousand kindes of creatures, partly male
And partly female of his fruitfuU seed

;

Such vgly monstrous shapes elswhere may no
man reed.

22

The same so sore annoyed has the knight,

That welnigh choked with the deadly stinke,

His forces faile, ne can no longer fight.

Whose corage when the feend perceiu'd to

shrinke,

She poured forth out of her hellish sinke

Her fruitful! cursed spawne of serpents small,

Deformed monsters, fowle, and blacke as inke,

Which swarming all about his legs did crall.

And him encombred sore, but could not hurt
at all.

23
As gentle Shepheard in sweete euen-tide,

when ruddy Phccbus gins to welke in west,

High on an hill, his flocke to vewen wide,

Markcs which do byte their hasty supper best ;

A cloud of combrous griattes do him molest,

\ i/^Airstnuing to infixe their feeble stings.

_hat^om tneir noyance he no where can rest,

^ 1^ But with his clownish hands their tender wings

^^ A He brusheth oft, and oft doth mar their mur-
murings.

24
Thus ill bestedd, and fearefull more of shame.
Then of the certaine pcrill he stood in,

Halfe furious vnto his foe he came,
Resolv'd in minde all suddenlv to win.
Or soone to lose, before he once would lin ;

Andstrookeat her with more then manly force,

That from her body full of filthic sin

He raft her hatcfull head w ithout remorse ;

A streame of cole black bloud forth gushed
from her corse.

Hauing all satisfide their bloudy thurst,

Their bellies swolne he saw with fulnesse burst,

'And bowels gushing forth : well worthy end
Ofsuch as drunke her life,the which them nurst;

Now needeth him no lenger labour spend.

His foes haue slaine themselues, with whom he

should contend.
27

His Ladie seeing all, that chaunst, from farre

Approcht in hast to greet his victorie.

And said, Faire knight, borne vnder happy
starre,

Who see your vanquisht foes before you lye
;

Well worthy be you of that Armorie,

Wherein ye haue great glory wonne this day,

And proou'd your strength on a strong enimie,

Your first aduenture : many such I pray.

And henceforth euer wish, that like succeed it

may.
^8

Then mounted he vpon his Steede againe.

And with the Lady backward sought to wend
;

That path he kept, which beaten was most
plaine,

Ne euer would to any by-way bend.

But still did follow one vnto the end,

The which at last out of the wood
brought.

So forward on his way (with God to frend)v^

He passed forth, and new aduenture sought

;

Long way he trauelled, before he heard of ought.

29
At length they chaunst to meet vpon the way
An aged Sire, in long blacke wecdes yclad,

|

His feete all bare, his beard all hoarie gray,

And by his belt his booke he hanging had
;

Sober he secmde, and very sagely sad, •

And to the ground his eyes were lowlv bent,

Simple in shew, and voyde of malice bad,

And all the way he praved, as he went,

And often knockt his brest, as one that did

repent.

them
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[e faire the knight saluted, louting low,

iV'ho faire him quited, as that courteous was :

\nd after asked him, if he did know
3f straunge aduentures, which abroad did pas.

\hmy deare Sonne (quoth he) how should, alas,

silly old man, that liues in hidden cell,

Bidding his beades all day for his trespas,

Fydings of warre and worldly trouble tell ?

rith holy father sits not with such things to

mell.

ut if of daunger which hereby doth dwell,

^nd homebred euill ye dt*sire to heare,

3f a straunge man I can you tidings tell,

rhat wasteth all this countrey farre and neare.

Df such (said he) I chiefly do inquere,

\nd shall you well reward to shew the place,

[n which that wicked wight his dayes doth

weare

:

For to all knighthood it is foule disgrace,

hat such a cursed creature liues so long a

space.

ar hence (quoth he) in wastfuU wildernesse

His dwelling is, by which no liuing wight

Hay euer passe, but thorough great distresse.

S'ow (sayd the Lady) draweth toward night,

\\\i\ well I wote, that of your later fight

k'e all forwcaricd be : for what so strong,

3ut wanting rest will also want of might ?

['he Sunne tliat measures iieauen all day long,

t night doth baite his stecdes the Ocean waues
emong.

ben with the Sunne take Sir, your timely rc-st,

Vnd with new day new worke at once begin :

/ntroubled niglit they say giues counsdl best.

<iglit well Sir knight ye haue aduiscd bin,

Quolh then that aged man ;) the way to win
Is wisely to aduise : uuw day is spent

;

Hiercfore with me ye may take vj) your In

ror this san>e night. The knight was well

content :

) with that gf-Klly father to iiis iK^ne tiny

went.

34
lilllc lowly Hermitage it was,

Jowne in a dale, liard by a f(jrests side,

•'ar from resort of people, that did pas
II Irauell to and fr(»c- : a little wydc
riH-rr was an holy ('ha|»iKll i<lijy(le,

iVberi in the Ilirmite diwly wont to say
lis holy things each morne and euetitydc :

riuTfby a Christall slnamc did gently |>lay,

liich from a sacred founlauie welled forth

alway.

Arriued there, the little house they fill,

Xe looke for entertainement, where none was :

_Rest b their feast, and all things at their will

;

The noblest min31:he best contentment has.

With faire discourse the euening so they pas :

For that old man of pleasing w ordes had store,

And well could hie his tongue assmooth as glas

;

He told of Saintes and Popes, and euermore

He strowd an Aiie-Mary after and before.

36 ^-^^roc^
The drouping Night thiisxreepeULon_jhem fast, T
And the sad humour loading their eye liddes.

As messenger of Morpheus on them cast

Sweet slombring deaw, the which to slee[>e

them biddes.

\'nto their lodgings then his guestes he riddes :

Where when all drownd in deadly sleepe he

findes.

He to his study goes, and there amiddes

His Magick bookes and artes of sundry kindes,

Heseekesout mighty charmes, to trouble sleepy

mindes.
37

Then choosing out few wordes most horrible,

(Let none them read) thereof did verses frame,

With which and other spelles like terrible,

He bad awake blacke Plittoes griesly Dame.
And cursedheauen.andspakereprochfull shame
Of highest God, the Lord of life and light ;

A bold bad man, that dar'd to call by name
Great Gorgon, Prince of darknesse and dead

night, [flight, f'*^
At which Cocytus quakes, and Slyxis put iOA u**^— „.—•

—

,

3S

And forth he cald out of decjie darknesse dred

Legions of Sprights, the which like little tlyes

Flultring about his euer ilanuied lied,

A-waite whereto their seruice he applyes,

To aide his friends, or fray his enimies :

Of those he chose out two, the falsest Iwoo,

And fittest for to forge true-set ining lyes ;

The one of them he gaue a message too.

The other by him selfe slaideolherworke todoo.

3')

He making siK'itly way through sixjrsed ayre,

Andthrough the world of waters wide and dee|)C,

T(» ^liiipkcus house doth liastiK- re|>aire.

.Amid the lM)We!s ol the earth lull stee|H',

.And low , w heredaw nnig d.iy doth neuer|H'ei>e,

His dwelling is ; there Iclll^S his wet L)e<l

Doth euer wash, aiul Cynthia still iloth sIccjh:

-III siluer deaw his eiier-drouning bed,

Wljiles sail Night ouer him lier in:u>tlc black

doth spreil.
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40
Whose double fjatcs he findeth locked fast,

The one faire fram'd of burnisht Yuory,

The other all with siluer ouercast ;

And wakefuU dogges before them farre do lye,

Watching to banish Care their enimy.

Who oft is wont to trouble gentle Sleepe.

By them the Sprite doth passe in quietly,

And vnto Morpheus comes, whom drowned
deepe [keepe.

In drowsie fit he findes : of nothing he takes

.41.
A^d ihore, to lulle him in his slumber soft,

trickling streame from high rocke tumbling

downe
And euer-drizling raine vpon the loft, [sowne
Mixt with a murmuring winde, much like the

Of swarming Bees, did cast him in a swowne :

No other noyse, nor peoples troublous cryes.

As still are wont t'annoy the walled towne,

Might there be heard : but carelesse Quiet lyes,

"Wrapt in eternall silence farre from enemyes.

42
The messenger approching to him spake,

But his wast wordes returnd to him in vaine :

So sound he slept, that nought mought him
awake. [paine,

Then rudely he him thrust, and pusht with

Whereat he gan to stretch : but he againe

Shooke him so hard, that forced him to speake.

As one then in a dreame, whose dryer braine

Is tost with troubled sights and fancies weake,

He mumbled soft, but would not all his silence

breake.
43

The Sprite then gan more boldly him to wake,
And threatned vnto him the dreaded name
Of Hecate : whereat he gan to quake,
And lifting vp his lumpish head, with blame
Ilalfe angry asked him, for what he cime.
Hither (quoth he) me Archima^o sent,

He that the stubborne Sprites can wisely tame,
He bids thee to him send for his intent

A fit false dreame, that can delude the sleepers

sent. .,
44

The God obayde, and calling forth straight way
A diuerse dreame out of his prison darke,
Dcliuered it to him, and downe did lay

His heauie head, deuoide of carefuU carke,

Whose scnces all were straight bcnumbd and
Starke.

He backe returning by the Yuorie dore,

Remounted vp as light as chearcfull Larke,
And on his lille winges the dreame he bore
h\ hast vnto his Lord, where he hun left afore.

45
Who all this while with charmes and hidden

artes.

Had made a Lady of that other Spright,

And fram'd of liquid ayre her tender partes

So liuely, and so like in all mens sight.

That weaker sence it could haue rauisht quight

:

The maker selfe for all his wondrous witt,

Was nigh beguiled with so goodly sight

:

Her all in white he clad, and ouer it

Cast a blacke stole, most like to seeme for Vna
fit.

46
Nowwhen that ydle dreame was to him brought,

Vnto that Elfin knight he bad him fly,

WTiere he slept soundly void of euill thought,

And with false shewes abuse his fantasy.

In sort as he him schooled priuily :

And that new creature borne without her dew,

Full of the makers guile, with vsage sly

He taught to imitate that Lady trew.

Whose semblance she did carrie vnder feigned

hew.

47
Thus well instructed, to their worke they hast,

And comming where the knight in slomber lay,

The one vpon his hardy head him plast.

And made him dreame of loues and lustfull play,

That nigh his manly hart did melt away,
Bathed in wanton blis and wicked ioy :

Then seemed him his Lady by him lay.

And to him jjlaynd, how that false winged boy
Her chast hart had subdewd, to learne Dame

pleasures toy.

48 ,

And she her selfe of beautie soueraigne Queene,

Faire Venus secmde vnto his bed to bring

Her, whom he waking euermore did weene
To be the chastest flowre, that ay did S[)ring

On earthly braunch, the daughter of a king,

Now a loose Leman to vile seruice bound

:

And eke the Graces seemed all to sing,

nynie2ijo_IlYinm, dauncing all around,

\\lnlst freshest Flora her with Yuie girlond

crownd.

49
In this great passion of vnwonted lust,

Or wonted feare of doing ought amis,

He started v]-), as seeming to mistrust

Some secret ill, or hidden foe of his

:

Lo there before his face his Lady is,

Vnder blake stole hyding her baytcd hookc.

And as halfe blushing offrcd him to kis,

With gentle blandishment and louely looke.

Most like that virgin true, which for her knight

him took.

JU.'>^^^^
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All cleane dismayd to see so vncouth sight,

And halfe enraged at her shamelesse guise,

He thought haueslaine her in his fierce despight:

But hasty heat tempring with sufferance wise,

He stayde his hand, and gan himselfe aduise

To proue his sense, and tempt her faigned truth.

Wringing her hands in wemens pitteous wise,

Tho can she weepe, to stirre vp gentle ruth,

Both for her noble bloud, and for her tender

youth.
^j

And said. Ah Sir, my liege Lord and my loue,

Shall I accuse the hidden cruell fate,

And rnightie causes wrought in heauen aboue.
Or the blind God, that doth me thus amate.
For hoped loue to winnc me certaine hate ?

Yet thus perforce he bids me do,, or die.

Die is my dew : yet rew my wretched state

You, whom my hard auenging destinie

Hath made iudge of my life or death indiffer-

if our owne deare sake forst me at first to leaue

My Fathers kingdome, There she stopt with
teares

;

Her swollen hart her speach seemd to bercaue,

And then againe begun, My weaker yeares

Ca()tiu'd to fortune and frayle worldly feares.

Fly to your faith for succour and sure ayde :

Let me not dye in languor and long teares.

Why Dame (quoth he) what hath ye thus

dismayd ?

kVliat frayes ye, that were wont to comfort me
affrayd .>

53
Loue of your sclfe, she said, and deare constraint

Lets nic not slec[)e, but wast the wearie night

In secret anguish iuid vnpittied plaint,

Wliilt-s you in carelesse sleepc are drowned
quight.

Her doubtfull words made tluit re<l()ubte<l knight
Su-vixrd her truth: yet since no'vntrulli he knew.
Her fawriinglouewilh f<niledisdaincfullspighi

Hcw(niIdnolshend,bulsaid,DearedaineIrc\v,
rhat for my sake vnknownc such griefc vnlo

you grew.

,

**

54
Kssurc vour sclfe, it fell not all to ground

;

Var all so deare as life is to my hart,

Ideemeyour loue, and hold me to vou l)Oun(l
;

Ne let vame feares procure \()urn«e(llesscsiiiart,

Where <-:iusc is none, but to sour rest d( part.

Not all <«mtent, yet seemd sdc to appease
H<r niournefull |)laintcs, Ix-'guilcd oi her art,

And fed with words, lliat could not chusc but
pL-.isc,

)o slydiny softly forth, she turnd as to her case.

n

55
Long after lay he musing at her mood,
Muchgrieu'd to thinke that gentle Damesolight,
For whose defence he was to shed his blood.
At last dull wearinesse of former fight

Hauing yrockt a sleepe his irkesome spright.

That troublous dreame gan freshly tosse his

braine, [delight

:

With bowres, and beds, and Ladies deare
But when he saw his labour all was vaine,

With that misformed spright he backe returnd
againe.

Cant. II.

The giiilefiill great EnchaHUtcr parts

The RedCrosse KnightJrom Truth :

Into whose steadfaireJalshood steps,

And uvrkes him uofull riilh.

' W.

^5Cococococ^^ocococ-:

By this tli^/ Northeme wagoner had set

His seuenfold teme behind the stedfast starre,

That was in Ocean wanes yet neuer wet,

But firme is fixt, and sendeth light from farre

To all, that in the wide deepe wandring arre :

.•\ndchearefuIlChauntitJcre with his note shrill

Had warned once, that Phabiis fiery carre

In hast was climbing vp the Easterne hill,

^"'uU enuious that night so long hisroomedid fill.

2

\Mien those accursed messengers of hell.

That feigning dreame, and that faiie-forgcd

Spright

Came to their wicked maister, and gan tell

Their bootelesse paines, and ill succeeding

night

:

Who all in rage to sec his skilfull might
Deluded so, gan threaten hellish j)aine

And sad I'rosrrpitifs wrath, them to affright.

But when he saw his threatniiig was but \aine,

He atst alxiul, and searchl his balelull lx>okes

againe.
3 .

LLbuuUO he tooke th.il miscreated fairo.

And that falseother Spright. on whom hesprcd
A seeming IxkIv of tlie subtile aire.

Like a young Squin-, in louis an«l histv-hcd

His wanton da\es that cuer ltM)selv le«l.

Without regard of amies and drcadc<l light '.

Those two he tooke, ami in n secret betl.

("oucre<lwith «larknesseand mis<leeming nij^ht.

n»emboth together l.iid,toioy in vaine delight.

3
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Forthwith he runnes with feigned faithfull hast

Vnto his guest, who after troublous sights

And dreames, gan now to take more sound

repast,

Whomsuddenly he wakes with fearefuU frights,

As one aghast with feends or damned sprights,

And to him cals. Rise rise vnhappy Swaine,

That here wex old in sleepe, whiles wicked

wights [chaine

;

Haue knit themselues in Venus shamefuU
Come see, where your false Lady doth her

honour staine. -

All in amaze he suddenly vp start

With sword in hand,and with the oldman went;
A .'ho soone him brought into a secret part,

\vhcre that false couple were full closely ment
In wanton lust and lewd embracement

:

Which when hesaw,he burnt with gealousfire,

The eye of reason was wuth rage yblent,

And would haue slaine them in his furious ire,

But hardly was restreined of that aged sire.

6

Returning to his bed in torment great,

And bitter anguish of his guiltie sight,

He could not rest, but did his stout heart eat,

And wast his inward gall with deepe despight,

Yrkesome of life, and too long lingring night.

At last faire Hesperus in highest skie

Had spent his lampe, and brought forth dawn-
ing light

Then vp he rose, and clad him hastily
;

The Dwarfe him brought his steed : so both
away do fly. _

Now when the rosy-fingred Morning faire.

Weary of aged Tilhones saffron bed.

Had spred her purple robe through deawy aire,

And the high hils Titan discouered,

The royall virgin shooke off drowsy-hed.
And rising forth out of her baser bowre,
Lookt for her knight, who far away was fled.

And for her Dwarfe, that wont to wait each
houre

;

Then gan she waile and weepe, to see that woe-
full stow-re.

o
And after him she rode with so much speede
As herjjlowbeast could make ; but all in vaine

:

For him so far had borne his light-foot steede.

Pricked with wrath and fiery fierce disdaine.
That him to follow was but fruitlesse paine

;

Yet she her weary limbes would neucr rest.

But euery hill and dale, each wood and plaine
Did search, sore griL'ued in her gentle brest.

He so vngently left her, whom she loued best.

But subtill Archiniago, when his guests

He saw diuided into double parts.

And Vna wandring in woods and forrests,

Th'end of his drift, he praisd his diuelish arts.

That had such might ouer true meaning harts
;

Yet rests not so, but other meanes doth make,
How he may worke vnto her further smarts :

For her he hated as the hissing snake.

And in her many troubles did most pleasure

take.

lO

He then deuisde himselfe how to disguise
;

For by his mightie science he could take

As many formes and shapes in seeming wise.

As euer Proteus to himselfe could make :

Sometime a fowie, sometime a fish in lake.

Now like a foxe, now like a dragon fell.

That of himselfe he oft for feare would quake,
And oft would flie away. who can tell

The hidden power of herbes, and might of

Magicke spell ?

II

But now seemde best, the person to put on
Of that good knight, his late beguiled guest

;

In mighty armes he was yclad anon,

And siluer shield : vpon his coward brest

A bloudy crosse, and on his crauen crest

A bounch of haires discolourd diuersly :

Full iolly knight he seemde, and well addrest.

And when he sate vpon his courser free,

Saint George himself ye would haue deemed him
to be.

12

But he the knight, whose semblaunt he did

beare.

The true Saint George was wand red far away.
Still flying from his thoughts and gealous feare

;

Will was his guide, and griefe led him astray.

At last him chaunst to meete vpon the way
A faithlesse Sarazin all arm'd to point.

In whose great shield was writ with letters gay
Sans Joy : full large of limbe and euery ioint

He was, and cared not for God or man a point.

He had a faire companion of his way,
A goodly Lady clad in scarlot red,

Purflcd with gold and pearle of rich assay,

And like a Persian mitre on her hed ^
She wore, with crownes and owchcs garnished,

The which her lauish loners to her gaue
;

Her wanton j^ialfrey all was ouerspred

With tinscll trappings, wouen like a waue.
Whose bridle rung with golden bels and bosses

braue.



Qani. II. FAERIE QVEENE. II

14

With faire disport and courting dalljaunce ^

She intertainde her louer all the way :

But when she saw the knight his speare

aduaunce,

She soone left off her mirth and wanton play,

And bad her knight addresse him to the fray :

His foe was nigh at hand. He prickt with pride

And hope to winne his Ladies heart that day,

Forth spurred fast : adowne his coursers side

The red bloud trickling staind the way, as he

did ride.

15

The knight of the Redcrosse when him he spide,

Spurring so hote with rage dispiteous,

Gan fairely couch his speare,and towards ride:

Soone meete they both, both fell and furious,

That daunted with their forces hideous,

Their steeds do stagger, and amazed stand,

And eke themsclues too rudely rigorous,

Astonied with the stroke of their owne hand,

Do backe rtUut, and each tg &ther yeeldeth

As when fwo rams stird with ambitious pride,

Fight for the rule of the rich Heeced flocke,

Their horned fronts so fierce on cither side

Do meete, that with the terrour of the shocke

Astonied both, stand sencelcsse as a blocke,

Forget full of the hanging victory :

So stood these twainc, vnmoucd as a rockc,

lk)th staring fierce, and holding idcly

The broken reliques of their former cruelty.

17

n»e Sarazin sore daunted with the bufTe

Snatcheth his sword, and fiercely to luni flics
;

Who well it wards, and quytcth cuff with cufl :

Eat h others c(|uall puissauncc enuies,

And through tlieir iron sides with cruell spies

D'^K'S secke to percc : repining rf)urage yields

Nf» foote to fr)c. The (lashing fier flits

As from a forge out of thi-ir Inirning shields.

And streatni-s of purple bloud new diis the

verdant fields.

i«

Curse on that Crosse ((juotli then tiie Snrazin)
That kec|)cs thy JMKly from the bitter fit

;

Dead long ygoe I wote tli(»u harjdist bin,

Had not that diartne fr(»ni tlur forwarned it :

Hut yet I warne thee now assured silt.

And hi<lc thy heail. 'riiercwiih vpon his crest

With rigour so outrageous he smitt.

That a large share it liewd out of the rest,

And glauiKirig d(»wnc his shield, from blame
him fairely blest.

^9
Who thereat wondrous wroth, the sleepingspark

Of natiue vertue gan eftsoones reuiue,

And at his haughtie helmet making mark.
So hugely stroke, that it the Steele did riue.

And cleft his head. He tumbling downe aliue,

With bloudy mouth his mother earth did kis.

Greeting his graue : his grudging ghost did

striue

With the fraile flesh ; at last it flitted is,

Wliither the soules do fly of men,that liue amis.

20

The Lady when she saw her champion fall.

Like the old ruines of a broken towre,

Staid not to waile his woefull funerall.

But from him fled away with all her powre ;

Who after her as hastily gan scowre,

Bidding the Dwarfe with him to bring away
The SaraziHS shield, signe of the conqueroure.

Her soone he ouertooke, and bad to stay,

For present cause was none of dread her to

dismay.

21

She turning backe with ruefull countenaunce,

Cride, Mercy mercy Sir vouchsafe to show
On silly Dame, subiect to hard mischaunce,

And to your mighty will. Her humblesse low

In so ritch weedes and seeming glorious show,

Did much emmoue his stout heroicke heart.

And said, Deare dame, your suddein ouer-

throw

Much rueth me ; but now put feare apart,

And tell, both who ye be, and who that tooke

your i)art.

-> >

Melting in teares, then gan she thus lament
;

The wretched woman, whom vnhappy howrc
Hath now made thrall toyourcommandement.
Before that angr\' heauens list t<^ lowrc.

And fortune false betrai<le me to your powre.

Was, (O what now anailith that I was I)

Borne the sole daughter of an Kmixrour,
He that the wide West vnder his rule lias.

And high hath sit his throne, wlnre Tibet is

doth pas.

He in the first tlowre ol my freslust age.

Betrothed me vnto the onely haire

Of a most mighty king, most rich and sage ;

Was luuer I'rince so faithlull an<l so faire.

Was ncuer I'rince so mceke and dcbonaiie ;

But ere mv ho|K'd day of spousall shone.

My dearest Lord fell from high honours stairc,

Into the hands of his accursed f»)ne,

And crucllv was slainc, that shall T cuer monc.
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24

His blessed body spoild of liuely breath,

Was afterward, I know not how, conuaid

And fro me hid : of whose most innocent death

VMien tidings came to me vnhappy maid,

O how great sorrow my sad soule assaid.

Then forth I went his woefull corse to find,

And many yeares throughout the world I straid,

A virgin widow, whose deepe wounded mind
With loue, long time did languish as the striken

hind.

At last it chaunced this proud Sarazin

To meete me wandring, who perforce me led

With him away, but yet could neuer win

The Fort, that Ladies hold in soueraigne dread.

There lies he now with foule dishonour dead,

\ Who whiles he liu'de, was called proud SansJoy,
The eldest of three brethren, all three bred

«%^ Of one bad sire, whose youngest is Sans ioy,

And twixt them both was borne the 6Toudy

2) bold SansJoy. 26

In this sad plight, friendlesse, vnfortunate,

Now miserable I Fidessa dwell.

Craning of you in pitty of my state,

To do none ill, if please ye not do well.

He in great passion all this while did dwell.

More busying his quicke eyes, her face to view,

Then his dull eares,to heare what she did tell

;

And said, Faire Lady hart of flint would rew

The vndeserued woes and sorrow-es, which ye

shew.
27

Henceforth in safe assuraunce may ye rest,

Hauing both found a new friend you to aid,

And lost an old foe, that did you molest

:

Better new friend then an old foe is said.

With chaunge of cheare the seeming simple

maid
Let fall her eyen, as shamefast to the earth,

And yeeldingsoft, in that she nought gain-said.

So forth they rode, he feining seemely merth,

And she coy lookes : so dainty they say maketh
derth.

28

Long time they thus together traueiled,

Till weary of their way, they came at last.

Where grew two goodly trees, that faire did

sprcd

Their armes abroad, with gray mosse ouercast,

And their greene leaues trembling with euery

blast.

Made a calme shadow far in compasse round :

The fearefull Shephcard often there aghast

Vnder them neuer sat, ne wont there sound
His mery oalen pipe, but shund th'vnlucky

ground.

29
But this good knight soone as he them can spie,

For the coole shade him thither liastly got

:

For golden Phcebus now ymounted hie,

From fiery wheeles of his faire chariot

Hurled his beame so scorching cruell hot,

That lining creature mote it not abide
;

And his new Lady it endured not.

There they alight, in hope themselues to hide

From the fierce heat, and rest their weary limbs

a tide.

Faire seemely pleasaunce each to other makes,
With goodly purposes there as they sit

:

And in his falsed fancy he her takes

To be the fairest wight, that lined yit

;

Which to expresse, he bends his gentle wit,

And thinking of those braunches greene to frame
A girlond for her dainty forehead fit.

He pluckt a bough ; out of whose rift there came
Small drops of gory bloud, that trickled downe

the same.

Therewith a piteous yelling voyce was heard,

Crying, spare with guilty hands to teare

My tender sides in this rough rynd embard.
But fly, ah fly far hence away, for feare

Least to you hap, that happened to me heare,

And to this wretched Lady, my deare loue,

too deare loue, loue bought with death too

deare.

Astond he stood, and vp his haire did houe.

And with that suddein horror could no member
moue.

32
At last whenas the dreadfuU passion

Was ouerpast; and manhood well awake.

Yet musing at the straunge occasion.

And doubting much his sence, he thus bespake

;

What voyce of damned Ghost from Livibo lake,

Or guilefull spright wandring in emj)ty aire,

Both which fraile men do oftentimes mistake,

Sends tomy doubtfull eares these speaches rare,

And ruefuU plaints,me bidding guiltlesse bloud

to spare ?

33
^Then gronirig deepe, Nor damned Ghost,(quoth

he,) [spcakc,

/ Nor guilefull sprite to thee these wordes doth

But once a man Fradiibio, now a tree.

Wretched man, wretched tree ; whose nature

weake,

A cruell witch her cursed will to wreake.

Hath thus transfomid, and plast in ojien plaines,

Where Boreas doth blow full bitter bleake,

And scorching Sunne does dr)-my secret vaines:

For though a tree I seeme,yet cold and heat me
paines. ;;-*•
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34
Say on Fradubio then, or man, or tree,

Quoth then the knight, by whose raischieuous

arts

Art thou misshaped thus, as now I see ?

He oft finds med'cine, who his griefe imparts
;

But double griefs afflict concealing harts.

As raging flames who striueth to suppresse.

The author then (said he) of all my smarts,

Is one Diiessa a false sorceresse,

That many errant knights hath brought to

wretchednesse.

35
In prime of youthly yeares, when corage hot

The fire of loue and ioy of cheualree

First kindled in my brest, it was my lot

To loue this gentle Lady, whom ye see.

Now not a Lady, but a seeming tree ;

With whom as once I rode accompanyde,

Me chaunced of a knight encountred bee,

That had a like faire Lady by his syde,

Like a faire Lady, but did fowle Diiessa hydc.

Whose forged beauty he did take in hand,

All other Dames to haue exceeded farre
;

I in defence of mine did likewise stand,

Mine, that did then shine as the Morningstarre:

So both to battell fierce arraunged arre.

In which his harder fortune was to fall

Vnder my spcare : such is the dye of warre :

His Lady left as a prise martiall,

Did yield her comely person, to be at my call.

3?
So doubly lou'd of Ladies vnlike faire,

Tli'one seeming such, the other such indecdc.

One day in doubt I cast for to compare.
Whether in beauties glorie did excccde

;

A Rosy giriorid was the victors incedc :

Both seemde to win, and both seemde won to

So hard the discord wils to be agrcedc.

Fralissa was as faire, as faire mote Ix'e,

And euer false Ducssa seemde as faire as slice.

38 .

Tlie wicked witch now seeing all tliis while

The doubt full ballaunce iMiually to sway,

What not l)y rigTit, she cast to win by guile,

And by iier hellish .s<icnce rais<l streiglit way
A fogi^'v mist, that ouen-ist tin- day.

Ami a dull blast, that breathing u\\ her face,

I)imtne«l her former beauties shining ray,

And with foule vgly forme di<l her disgrace :

'llien was she faire alone, when none was faire

in place.

39
Then cride she out, Fye, fye, deformed wight,

Whose borrowed beautie now appeareth plaine

To haue before bewitched all mens sight ;

leaue her soone, or let her soone be slaine.

Her loathly visage viewing with disdaine,

Eftsoones I thought her such, as she me told,

And would haue kild her ; but with faigned

paine, [hold
;

The false witch did my wrathfull hand with-

So left her, where she now is turnd to treen

mould.
40

Thens forth I tooke Duessa for my Dame,
And in the witch vnweeting ioyd long time,

'*'

Ne euer wist, but that she was the same.

Till on a day (that day is euery Prime,

\Mien Witches wont do penance for their crime)

1 chaunst to see her in her proper hew.

Bathing her selfe in origane and thyme :

A filthy foule old woman I did vew.

That euer to haue toucht her, I did deadly rew.

41

Her neather partes misshapen, monstruous,

Were hidd in water, that I could not see.

But they did seeme more foule and hideous.

Then womans shaj)e man would beleeue to bee.

Thens forth from her most beastly companie
I gan refraine, in minde to slip away,

Soone as appeard safe opportunitie :

For danger great, if not iissur'd decay

I saw before mine eyes, if I were knowne to

stray.
^^

The diuelish hag by chaunges of my cheare

Perceiu'd my tliought, and drownd in sleepic

night.

With wicked hcrbcs and ointments did l^e-

smeare [might,

My IxKlic all, through charmes and magicke

That all my senses were iK-rtaucd quight :

Then brought she me into this desert waste,

And by my wretched loners side me jMght,

Where now endosd in wooden wals full faste,

Banisht from lining wights, our wearie daycs

we w;Lste.
<3

But how long time, said then the Klfin knight.

Are you in this niisforujed house tt) dwell ?

Weinaynot (•haunge((ju«)thhe)thiseuil plight.

Till we l)e l)athe<l in a lining well ;

That is the terme prescriln-il I»v the sjh-11.

how, s;jid he. mote I that well out tind.

That may restore you to your wttnted well ?

Time and suflised fates to former kynd
Shall vs ri-slore, none else from hence may v9

vnhvnd.
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44
The false Duessa, now Fidessa hight,

Heard how in vaine Fradiibio did lament,

And knew well all was true. But the good knight

Full of sad feare and ghastly dreriment,

WTien all this speech the liuing tree had spent,

The bleeding bough did thrust into the ground,

That from the bloud he might be innocent,

And with fresh clay did close the wooden wound:
Then turning to his Lady, dead with feare her

found

45
Her seeming dead he found with feigned feare.

As all vnweeting of that well she knew,
And paynd himselfe with busie care to reare

Her out of carelesse swowne. Her eylids blew
And dimmed sight with pale and deadly hew
At last she vp gan lift : with trembling cheare

Her vp he tooke, too simple and too trew.

And oft her kist. At length all passed feare,

He set her on her steede, and forward forth did

beare.

Cant. III.

Forsaken Truth long seekes her lone,

And makes the Lyon mylde,

Marres blind Deuotions mart, andfals

In hand ofleachour vylde.

Nought is there vnderheau'ns wide hollownesse,
That moues more deare compassion of mind.
Then beautie brought t'vnworthy wretched-

nesse
^

[vnkind

:

Through enuies snares or fortunes frcakes
I, whether lately through her brightnesse blind.
Or through alleageance and fast fealtie,

Which I do owe vnto all woman kind,
Feele my heart perst with so great agonie,

W'lien such I see, that all for pittie I could die.

2

And now it is empassioned so deepe,
For fairest Vnaes sake, of whom I sing,
That my fraile eyes these lines with teares do

steejje.

To thinke how she through guilefull handeling,
Though true as touch.thoughdaughtcr of a king,
Though faire as euer liuing wight was faire,

Though nor in word nor dcede ill meriting,
Is from her kniglit diuorccd in dcs[iaire

And her due loucs deriu'd to tlut vile witches share.

Yet she most faithful! Ladie all this while

Forsaken, wofuU, solitarie mayd ^

Farre from all peoples prease, as in exile.

In wildernesse and wastfull deserts strayd,

To seeke her knight ; who subtilly betrayd
Through that late vision, which th'Enchaunter

wrought.

Had her abandond. She of nought affrayd.

Through woods and wastnesse wide him daily

sought

;

Yet wished tydings none of him vnto her
brought.

4
One day nigh wearie of the yrkesome way,
From her vnhastie beast she did alight.

And on the grasse her daintie limbes did lay

In secret shadow, farre from all mens sight

:

From her faire head her fillet she vndight.

And laid her stole aside. Her angels face

As the great eye of heauen shyned bright,

And made a sunshine in the shadie place
;

Did neuer raortall eye behold such heauenly
grace.

5
It fortuned out of the thickest wood
A ramping Lyon rushed suddainly,

Hunting full greedie after saluage blood ; I

Soone as the royall virgin he Tid spy,

With gaining mouth at her ran greedily.

To haue attonce deuour'd her tender corse :

But to the pray when as he drew more ny.

His bloudie rage asswaged with remorse,

And with the sight amazd, forgat his furious

forse.

6

In stead thereof he kist her wearie feet,

And lickt her lilly hands with fawning tong,

As he her wronged innocence did weet. \

<Lhow can beautie maister the most strong /

And siiiujle truth subdue auengmir wroim ^( i

Whose yeelded pride and proud submission,} 1

Still dreading death, when she.had marked long.

Her hart gan melt in great compassion.

And drizling teares did shed for pure afi'ectionJ

The Lyon Lord of euerie beast in field,

Quoth she, his princely i:)uissance doth abate

And mightie proud to humble weake does yielc

Forgetfull of the hungry rage, which late

Him prickt, in pittie of my sad estate :

But he my Lyon, and my noble Lord,

How does he find in cruell hart to hate

Her that him lou'd, and euer most adord,

As the God of my Ufe 7 why hath he me abhord?
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Redounding teares did choke th'end of her plaint,

Which softly ecchoed from the neighbour wood

;

And sad to see her sorrowful! constraint

The kingly beast vpon her gazing stood
;

With pittie calmd, downe fell his angry mood.
At last in close hart shutting vp her paine,

Arose the virgin borne of heauenly brood,

And to her snowy Palfrey got againe,

To seeke her strayed Champion, if she might
attaine.

9
Tlie Lyon would not leaue her desolate,

But with her went along, as a strong gard

Of her chast person, and a faithfull mate
Of her sad troubles and misfortunes hard :

Still when she slept, he kept both watch and
w-ardL

AncTwhen she wakt, he waited diligent.

With humble seruice to her will prepard :

From her faire eyes he tooke cominaundement,
And euer by her lookes conceiued her intent.

lO

Long she thus traueiled through deserts wyde.

By which she thought her wandring knight

shold pas,

Yet neuer shew of liuing wight espyde ;

Till that at length she found the troden gras.

In which the tract of peoples footing was,

V'nder the steepe foot of a mountaine hgre
;

The same she followes, till at last she has

A tlamzell spyde slow footing her before.

That on her shoulders sad a pot of water bore.

II

To whom approching she to her gan call,

To wcet, if dwelling place were nigh at hand
;

But the rude wench her answcr'd nought at all,

.She could not hcare,nors[K>ake,norvn(lcrsland;

Till seeing by hc-r side the Lyon stand,

With suddaine feare her pitcher downe she

threw,

And fled away : for neuer in that land

Face of faire I^idie she Ixforc did vew.

And tliat dread Lyoiis looke her cast in deadlv

hew.
,2

Full fast she fled, ne euer lookt Ixhynd,
As if her life \\k)U the wager lay,

And home she cinie, whereas her mother blynd
Sate in cternall ni^ht : nought rould she sav,

But suddaine (-atchiiig hold, did lii-r dismay
With rjiiakiiig hancls, atid otluT sigru-s of feare:

VMu) full of ^jhastly fri^^hl and cold altrav,

r..in shut the dorc. Bv this arriucd tlu-re

Dame I'na, wcaric Dame, and entrance ditl

re(|ucrc.

^3
WTiich when none yeelded, her vnruly Page
With his rude clawes the wicket open rent,

And let her in ; where of his cruell rage

Nigh dead with feare, and faint astonishment.
She found them both in darkesome corner pent

;

Where that old woman day and night did pray
Vpon her beades deuoutly penitent

;

Nine hundred Paterjwslers euery day,
And thrise nine hundred Aiu:s she was wont to

say.
j_^

And to augment her painefull j>ennance more,
Thrise euery weeke in ashes she did sit.

And ne.xt her wrinkled skin rough sackcloth

wore.

And thrise three times did fast from any bit

:

But now for feare her beads she did forget.

\Miose needlesse dread for to remoue away,
Faire Vna framed words and count'nance tit

:

Which hardly doen, at length she gan them
pray,

That in their cotage small, that night she rest

her may.

The day is spent, and commeth drowsie night,

Wlien euery creature shrowded is in sleepe ;

Sad Ytui downe her laies in wearie plight.

And at her feet the Lyon watch doth keepe :

In stead of rest, she does lament, and weepe
For the late losse of her deare loued knight,

And sighes, and grones, and euermore does

steepe

Her tender brest in bitter teares all night.

All night she thinks too long, and often lookes

for light.
i6

Now when Aldeboran was mounted hie .^
'-

Aljoue the shynie Cassiopn'iis chaire, -"^
'

And all in dcaiTly sleepe did drowned lie,
'^-^

One knocked at the (lore, anil in woukl fare ;

lie knockcil fast, and often curst, and sware,

That readic entrance was not at his call:

For on his backe a heauy Kuid he l)are *

'

Of nightly stelths and pillage seuerall.

Which he had got abroad by purduise criminall.

»7

He was to wcete a stout and sturdie tiuefc.

Wont to robin.' Churches of their ornaments,
And jHK)rc mens l)oxes of their due rcliefe.

Which giuen was to ihem for gtHnl intents
;

'Hie holy Saints of their rii h vi-stiments

He did disrolx.-, wlu-n all men c.irelesse slept,

.And s|Mtild the Priests of their habiliments, •

NN'liiles none the liolv things in s;ifetv kept ;

Then he by cunnin^^ sleights in at the window
crept.
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And all that he by right or wrong could find,

Vnto this house he brought, and did bestow

Vpon the daughter of this woman blind,

Abessa daughter of CorceM slo\v, [know.

With whom he whoredome vsd, that few did

And fed her fat with feast of offerings.

And plentie, which in all the land did grow
;

Ne spared he to giue her gold and rings :

And now he to her brought part of his stolen

things.

Thus long the dorc with rage and threats he bet,

Yet of those fearefull women none durst rize.

The Lyon frayed them, him in to let

:

He would no longer stay him to aduize.

But open breakes the dore in furious wize.

And entring is ; when that disdainfull beast

Encountring fierce,him suddaine doth surprize,

And seizing cruell clawes on trembling brest,

Vnder his Lordly foot him proudly hath sup-

prest.

20

Him booteth not resist, nor succour call,

His bleeding hart is in the vengers hand,

Whostreight him rent in thousand peeces small,

And quite dismembred hath : the thirstie land

Drunke vp his life ; his corse left on the strand.

His fearefull friends weare out the wofuU night,

Ke dare to weepe, nor seeme to vnderstand

The heauie hap, which on them is alight.

Airraid, least to themselues the like mishappen
might.

21

Now when broad day the world discouered has,

Vp Vna rose, vp rose the Lyon eke.

And on their former iourney forward pas,

In wayes vnknowne, her wandring knight to

seeke, [Greeke,

With paines farre passing that long wandring

That for his loue refused deitie
;

Such were the labours of this Lady meeke.

Still seeking him, that from her still did flie,

Then furthest from her hope, when most she

weened nie.

22

Soone as she parted thence, the fearefull twaine,

That blind old woman and her daughter deare

Came forth.and finding Kirhrapine there slaine.

For anguish great theygan to rend their hearc.

And beat their brcsls, and naked llesh to teare.

And when they both had wept and wayld their

fill.

Then forth they ranne like two amazed deare,

Halfe mad through malice, and reuenging will,

To follow her, that was the causer of their ill.

23
Wliom ouertaking, they gan loudly bray,

With hollow howling, and lamenting cry.

Shamefully at her rayling all the way,
And her accusing of dishonesty,

That was the flowre of faith and chastity
;

And still amidst her rayling, she did pray.

That plagues, and mischiefs, and long misery
Might fall on her, and follow all the way.
And that in endlesse error she might euer stray.

24

But when she saw her prayers nought prcuaile,

She backe returned with some labour lost

;

And in the way as she did weepe and waile,

A knight her met in mighty armes embost.

Yet knight was not for all his bragging bost,

But subtill Archimag, that Vna sought

By traynes into new troubles to haue tost

:

Of that old woman tydings he besought,

If that of such a Ladie she could tellen ought.

25
Therewith she gan her passion to renew,

And cry, and curse, and raile, and rend her

heare.

Saying, that harlot she too lately knew,
That causd her shed so many a bitter teare.

And so forth told the story of her feare :

Much seemed he to mone her haplesse chaunce.

And after for that Ladie did inquere
;

Which being taught, he forward gan aduaunce
His fair enchaunted steed, and eke his charmed

launce.

26

Ere long he came, where Vna traueild slow,

And that wilde Champion wayting her besyde

:

Whom seeing such, for dread he durst not show
Himsclfe too nigh at hand, but turned wyde
Vnto an hill; from whence when shehimspyde,
By his like seeming shield, her knight by name
She wecnd it was, and towards him gan ryde

:

Approching nigh, she wist it was the same,

And with faire fearefull humblesse towards him
shee came.

And weeping said. Ah my long lacked Lord,

Where haue ye bene thus long out of my sight?

Much feared I to haue bene quite abhord,

Or ought haue done, that ye displcasen might,

That should as death vnto my deare hart light:

For since mine eye your ioyous sight did mis,

My chearefuU day is turnd tochearelesse night,

And eke my night of death the shadow is
;

But welcome now my light, and shining lampe
of blis.



''ant. III. FAERIE QVEEXE. 17

28

\t thereto meeting said, My dearest Dame,
Farre be it from your thought,and fro my will,

To thinke that knighthood 1 so much should

shame.

As you to leaue, that haue me loued still.

And chose in Faery court of meere goodwill,

Where noblest knights were to be found on earth:

The earth shall sooner Icaue her kindly skill

To bring forth fruit, and make eternall derth,

rhen I leaue you, my licfe, }borne of heauenly

berth.
29

\tnd sooth to say, why I left you so long.

Was for to seeke aducnture in strange place,

Where Archimago said a felon strong

To many knights did daily worke disgrace
;

But knight he now shall neuer more deface :

Goodcause of mine excuse; that mote ye please

Well to accept, and euermore embrace
My faitlifull seruice, that by land and seas

laue vowd you to defend, now tlien your plaint

appease. ^o -L ^x
' - - • ^/ '. •.

iis louely words her seemd due recorriixnce

Of all her passed {)aines : one louing howre
For many veares of sorrow c^Ax^ di>;ix.'nce :

A dram of sweet is worth a jKJund of sowre :

She has forgot, how many a wofuU stowre

For him she late endur'd ; she speakcs no more
Of past : true is, that true loue hath no powre
To looken backe ; his eyes be fixt before.

3efore her stands her knight, for whom she

toyId so sore.

luch like, as when the lx?atcn marinere.

That long hath wandred in the Ocean wide.

Oft 'oust in swelling Tclhys saltish tearc,

And long time hauing tand his tawncy hide

With blustring breath of heauen, that none
am l)ide.

And scorching flames of fierce Orions hound,
Sooiie as the [Kjrt from farre he has cspide.

Ills rhc-artfull whistle merrily doth soun<l,

^nd NeriHs crowncs wilhcujis ; his males him
pledg around.

kirh jov made Fmi.when her knight slic found

;

Atid tke tircnchauntcr ioyous s(rm«l no Ifsse,

Then the glad marchant, that docs vew from
ground

lii-^ ship farre come from watric wiMiTm-ssc.

lie hurlrs out vowes, and i\r{>liittc <»(l doth
l)l<"sso :

S» forth they past, and all the way tlu*y s|)ent

IHsrotirsing of her dri-adhill late <listressc,

In wliirli he askt her, what the I.yon mcnt :

fWh'jtoldherall ihalfcllitj iouriwy asshcwmt.

33
They had not ridden farre, when they might see

One pricking towards them with hastie heat.

Full strongly armd, and on a courser free.

That through his fiercenesse fomed all with

sweat,

And the sharpe yron did for anger eat.

When his hot ryder spurd his chau filed side ;

His looke was sterne, and seemed still to tlireat

Cruell reuenge, which he in hart did hyde,

/Vnd on his shield Sans by in bloudie lines was
dyde.

3_^

WTien nigh he drew Mito this gentle payre

And saw the Red-crosse, which the knight did

beare.

He burnt in fire, and gan eftsoones prepare

Himselfe to battell with his couched sj^eare.

Loth was that other,and did faint through fcare.

To taste th'vntryed dint of deadly Steele ;

But yet his Lady did so well him cheare.

That hope of new good hap he gan to feele ;

So bent his speare, and spurnd his horse with

yron heele.

But that proud Paynim forward came so fierce.

And full of wrath,tiut withhissharp-he;\d sj:>eare

Through vainely crossed shield he quite did

]iiercc, [feare.

And had his staggering steede not shrunke for

Through shield and bodie eke he should him
beare

:

Yet so great was the puissance of his push.

That from his saddle quite he did him Ixarc :

He tomhling rudely downe to ground did rush.^

And from his gored w ound a well of bloud did

T''-. .
36

. .

Dismounting lightly from his loftie stied.

He to him le[)t, in mind to reaue his lite,

And [iroudly siiid, Lo there the worthie mce<l

Of him, that slew Sansjoy with bloudie knife ;

Henceforth his ghost freed from repining strife.

In peace may passen ouer Lcllir lake.

When mourning altars purgd with enemies life.

The blacke infernall I'urns dtx-n aslake :

Life from Sausjoy thou lookst, Samloy shall

fronj thee take.
37

Tlierewith in haste his helmet gan vnlaro.

Till Vua cri<le, () holil that heai:ie han«l,

Deare Sir, what cuer that thou W in phux :

Enough is, that thv fm* doth \an(iuisht stand

Now at thy nurcy : Mereie not withstand :

For he is one the truest knight uliue,

'IlKnigh ronquere*! now he lie on lowlv lan<l,

Andwliilest hinifort\niefauoiir«l.faireditltliriuc

In bloudie held; tiuTeforeol lilelnnuiot depriuc

^ (lU^^<^^^^''
Wfryy^
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Her piteous words might not abate his rage,

But rudely rending vp his hehnct, would

Haue slaine him straight : but when he sees

his age,

And hoarie head of Archimago old.

His hastie hand he doth amazed hold,

And halfe ashamed, wondred at the sight

:

For the old man well knew he, though vntold,

In charmes and magicke to haue wondrous

might,

Ne euer wont in field, ne in round lists to fight.

39
And said, Why Archimago, lucklesse syre,

What doe I see ? what hard mishap is this.

That hath thee hither brought to laste mine

yre ?

Or thine the fault, or mine the error is,

In stead of foe to w'ound my friend amis ?

He answered nought, but in a traunce still lay.

And on those guilefull dazed eyes of his

The cloud of death did sit. Wliich doen away,

He left him lying so, ne would no lenger stay.

40

But to the virgin comes, who all this while

Amased stands, her selfe so mockt to see

By him, who has the guerdon of his guile,

For so misfeigning her true knight to bee

:

Yet is she now in more perplexitie,

Left in the hand of that same Paynim bold,

From whom her booteth not at all to flie
;

\Vho by her cleanly garment catching hold,

Her from her Palfrey pluckt, her visage to

behold.
.J

But her fierce seruant full of kingly awe
And high disdaine,whenas his soueraineDame

So rudely handled by her foe he sawe,

With gaping iawes full greedy at him came.

And ramping on his shield, did weene the same
Haue reft awaywithhis sharpe rending clawcs.

But he was stout, and lust did now inflame

His corage more, that from his gri]>ing pawes

He hath his shield redeem'd, and foorth his swerd

he drawes. .,

O then too weake and feeble was the forse

Of saluage beast, his puissance to withstand :

For he was strong, and of so mightie corse.

As euer wielded spcare in warlike hand.

And feates of armes did wisely vnderstand.

Eftsooncs he perced through his chaufcd chest

With thrilling jwint of deadly yron brand,

And launcht his Lordly hart: withdeath opprest

He roar'd aloud, whiles life forsooke his stub-

borne brest.

\\ ho now is left to keepe the forlorne maid
From raging spoile of lawlesse victors will ?

Her faithfuU gard remou'd, her hope dismaid

Her selfe a yeelded pray to saue or spill.

He now Lord of the field, his pride to fill,

With foule reproches, and disdainfuU spight

Her vildly entertaines, and will or nill,

Bcares her away vpon hjs courser light

:

ller prayers nought prei^ile, his rage is mor<

of might.

.44
And all the way, with great lamenting paine,

And piteous plaints she filleth his dull eares.

That stony hart could riuen haue in twaine,

And all the way she wets with flowing teares
' But he enrag'd with rancor, nothing heares.

Her seruile beast yet would not leaue her so.

But followes her farre off, ne ought he feares

To be partaker of her wandring woe.

More mild in beastly kind, then that her beasth

foe.

Cant. nil.

To sinjull house cj Pride, Duessa

guides thejailhjull knight,

Where brothers death to wreak Sansioy

doth chalenge him to fight.

I

Young knight, what euer that dost armes pro

fcsse.

And through long labours huntest after fame
13eware of fraud, beware of ficklenesse.

In choice,and change of thy deare loued Dame
Least thou of her beleeue too lightly blame,

And rash misweening doe thy hart rcmoue :

For vnto knight there is no greater shame,
Then lightncsse and inconstancie in loue

;

That doth this Redcrosse knights ensampl
plainly proue.

2

Wlio after that he had faire Vna lorne.

Through light misdeeming of her loialtie,

And false Duessa in her stcd had borne,

Called Fidess', and so supposd to bee
;

Long with her traueild, till at last they see

A goodly building, brauely garnished.

The house of mightie Prince it seemd to bee;

And towards it a broad high way that led,

All bare through peoples feet, which thithei

traueiled.
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jreat troupes of people traueild thitherward

Both day and night, of each degree and place,

But few returned, hauing scaped hard.

With balefuU beggerie, or foule disgrace,

\\'hich euer after in most wretched case,

Like loathsome lazars, by the hedges lay.

Thither Duessa bad him bend his pace

:

For she is wearie of the toilesome way,
^d also nigh consumed is the lingring day.

4
^ stately Pallace built of squared bricke,

UTiich cunningly was without morter laid.

Whose wals were high,but nothing strong, nor

thick,

And golden foile all ouer them displaid,

Tliat purest skye with brightnesse they dis-

maid :

High lifted vp were many loftie towres,

And goodly galleries farre ouer laid.

Full of faire windowcs,and delightful! bowres

;

Lnd on the top a Diall told the timely howres.

5
t was a goodly heape for to behould.

And spake the praises of the workmans wit

;

But full great pittie, that so faire a mould
Did on so wc-ake foundation cuer sit

:

For on a sandie hill, that still did flit,

And fall away, it mounted was full hie,

Tliat eucry breath of heaucn shaked it

:

And all the hinder parts, that few could spie,

V'crc ruinous and old, but painted cunningly.

6

irriued there they passed in forth right
;

For still to all the gates stoorl open wide.

Yet charge of them was to a Porter hight

Cald Mahienu, who entrance none dcnide :

Tlicnce to tin- hall, which was on euery side

With rich array and costly arras dight

:

Inliiiite sorts of [K-oplc (li<i abide

riicTe waiting long, to win the wi>^lu'fl si;,'ht

•f !h r, that was the Lady of that Pallace bright.

7
ly ihcrn thcv [>assc, all gazing on them round.

\rid tri the PrtM-nce mount ; whose glorious

Vcw
riirir frayle amazed sens<.-s did (onfoiind :

In lining Princes court none euer knew
Such endU-vsorirhcsscand sosumptuous shew;
N'e I'frsia scUc, the nonrso of jK)m|K)us pride

Lxkr vui'T saw. An<l there a lujble crt-w

)f I^trdfs and I^idies sto«Kl on cuerv side,

if'hirli with their presence faire, the place much
bcuutitide.

8

High aboue all a cloth of State was spred.

And a rich throne, as bright as sunny day,
On which there sate most braue embellished
With royall robes and gorgeous array,

A mayden Queene, that shone as Titans ray.

In glistring gold, and peerelesse pretious stone:

Yet her bright blazing beautie did assay

To dim the brightnesse of her glorious throne.

As enuying her selfe, that too exceeding shone.

9
Exceeding shone, like Phoebus fairest childe,

Tliat did presume his fathers iirie wayne,
And flamingmou thes ofsteedes vnwonted wilde

Through highest heauen with weaker liand to

rayne ;

Proud of such glory and aduancement vaine,

Wliile flashing beames do daze his feeble even,

He leaues the welkin way most beaten plaine,

And rapt with whirling wheeles, inflames the

skyen.

With fire not made to burne, but fairely for to

shvne.
10

So proud she shyned in her Princely state,

Looking to heauen; for earth she did disdayne,

And sitting high ; for low ly she did hate :

Lo vnderncath her scorncfull feete, was layne

A drcadfull Dragon with an hideous trayne,

And in her hand she lield a mirrhour bright,

Wherein her face she often vewed fayne.

And in her sclfc-lou'd semblance tooke delight:

For she was wondrous faire,as any lining wight.

II

Of griesly Pluto she the daughter was,

And sad Proserpina the Queene of hell

;

Yet did she thinke her peareksse worth to (xis

That i)ar(.iitage, with pride so <lid she swell.

.And tlmndring loiif, that high in heauen doth

dwell.

And wield the world, she claynucl for her syre,

Or if that anv else did lone excell

:

For to the highest she did still aspyre.

Or if ought higher were then that, did it desyre.

12

.\nd j)roud Lucifern men did her call, lU

.

That made her selfe a Queene, aiul crownti to

\'et rightfull kingdome she had none at all.

Ne heritage of natiue soueraintie.

Hut did vsur|K* with wrong ami tyraiuiie

Y|)on the scepter, whi«-h she now did hold :

Ne ruld her Kealrncs with l.nves, but |x>llicie,

.\nd strong a«lui/emeni «)f six wis;irds ol<l.

Tluit with their cuuiu>el!> bad her kingdoine did

Vphold.
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Soone as the Elfin knight in presence came,

And false Dnessa seeming Lady faire,

A gentle Husher, Vanilie by name [paire :

Made rowme, and passage for them did pre-

So goodly brought them to the lowest staire

Of herhighthrone,\vheretheyonhumbleknee
Making obeyssance, did the cause declare,

Why they were come, her royall state to sec,

To proue the wide report of her great Maiestee.

14

With loftie eyes, halfe loth to looke so low,

She thanked them in her disdainefull wise,

Ne other grace vouchsafed them to show
Of Princesse worthy, scarse them bad arise.

Her Lordes and Ladies all this while deuise

Themselues to set ten forth to straungers sight:

Somefrounce theircurled haire in courtly guise,

Some prancke their ruffes, and others trimly

dight

Their gay attire: each others greater pride does

spight.
^^

Goodly they all that knight do entertaine.

Right glad with him tohaue increast their crew

:

But to Duess' each one himselfe did paine

All kindnesse and faire courtesie to shew ;

Forinthatcourtwhylomeherwell they knew:
Yet the stout Faerie mongst the middest crowd
Thought all their glorie vaine in knightly vew.

And that great Princesse too exceeding prowd,

That to strange knight no better countenance

allowd. jg

Suddein vpriseth from her stately place

The royall Dame, and for her coche doth call

:

All hurtlen forth, and she with Princely pace.

As faire Aurora in her purple pall.

Out of the East the dawning day doth call

:

So forth she comes : her brightnesse brode

doth blaze ;

The heapcs of people thronging in the hall.

Do ride each other, vpon her to gaze :

Her glorious glitterand light doth all mens eyes

amaze. j_

So forth she comes,and to her coche does clyme,

Adorned all with gold, and girlonds gay.

That seemd as fresh as Flora in her prime.

And stroue to match, in royall rich array.

Great 7z<rwf5 golden chairc, the which they say

The Gods stand gazing on, when she docs ride

To loHcs high house through heauens bras-

paucd way
Drawne of faire Pecocks, that excell in pride,

And full of Ar^iis eyes their tailes dispredden

wide.

iS

But this was drawne of six ynequall beasts.

On which her six sage Counsellours did ryde.

Taught to obay their bestiall beheasts,

With like conditions to their kinds applyde :

Of which the first, that all the rest did guyde
Was sluggish Idlenesse the nourse of sin ;

Vpon a slouthfuU Asse he chose to ryde,

Arayd in habit blacke, and amis thin,

Like, to an holy Monck, the seruice to begin.

^9
And in his hand his Portesse still he bare,

That much was worne, but therein little red

For of deuotion he had little care,

I
Still drownd in sleepe, and most of his daye:

ded
;

Scarse could he once vphold his heauie hcd,

To looken, whether it were night or day :

May seeme the wayne was very euill led.

When such an one had guiding of the way.

That knew not, whether right he went, or els<

astray.

20

From worldly cares himselfe he did esloyne.

And greatl}' shunned manly exercise, "
From euery worke he chalenged essoyne,i^

For contemplation sake : yet otherwise.

His life he led in lawlesse riotise

;

By which he grew to grieuous malady
;

For in his lustlesse limbs through euill guise

A shaking feucr raignd continually :

Such one was Idlaussc, first of this company.

21

And by his side rode loathsome GliiUQny,

Deformed creature, on a filthie swyne.

His belly was vp-blowne with luxury.

And eke with fatnesse swollen were his eyne

And like a Crane his necke was long and fyne

With which he swallowd vp excessiue feast,

For want whereof poore people oft did pyne
And all the way, most like a brutish beast.

He spued vp his gorge, that alldidhimdeteast

22

In greene vine leaues he was right fitly clad
;

For other clothes he could not wcare for heat

And on his head an yuie girland had.

From \iider which fast trickled downe th(

sweat

:

Still as he rode, he somewhat still did cat,

And in his hand did beare a bouzing can, i

Of which he supt so oft, that on his seat

His dronken corse he scarse vpholden can,

lln shape and life more like a monster, then c

\ man.

V Kj^.>^'
£**,*-•—^|P^^-*
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23
^nfit he was for any worldly thing,

And eke vnhable once to stirre or go,

Not meet to be of counsel! to a king,

"

Wliose mind in meat and drinke wasdrowned so,

That from his friend he seldome knew his fo :

Full of diseases was his carcas blew.

And a dry dropsie through his flesh did flow :

Which by misdiet daily greater grew :

uch one was Gluttony, xht second of that crew.

24

jid next to him rode lustful! Lechery,

Vpon a bearded Goat, whose rugged haire,

And whally eyes (the signe of gelosy,)

Was like the person selfe, whom he did beare :

Who rough, and blacke, and filthy did appeare,

V'nseemely man to please faire Ladies eye ;

Yet he of Ladies oft was loued deare,

VVlien fairer faces were bid standen by :

> who docs know the bent of womens fantasy ?

25

n a greene gowne he clothed was full fairc,

Which vnderneath did hide his filthinesse,

And in his hand a burning hart he bare,

Full of vaine follies, and new fanglcnesse :

For he was false, and fraught with licklenesse,

And learned had to loue with secret lookes,

And well could daunce, and sing with rueful-

nessc,

And fortun«6 tell, and read in louing b)ookcs,

,nd thousand other wayes, to bait liis fleshly

hookes.
26

nconstant man, that loucd all he saw,

And lusted after all, that he die! loue,

Nc would his looser life be tide to law,

liut ioyd weake wemens hearts to tempt and
[)roue

If from their loyall loucs he might then moue ;

Whichkwdncsselild him with rrprorhfullpainc
f)f fliat fowlc- cuill, wliirli all im-n riproue.

That rots the marrow, and consumes the

braine :

uch one was Lecheric, the third of all this

traine.
27

nd grec<ly Annrice by him did ridr,

V|K)ii a Camcll loadcn all with gold
;

I'wo iron colfcrs hong on ritlicr side,

U'itli prci ions Mifllall full, as ihcy might hold,

f\ii(I in his lap an hi:i|H; of <(>inc he told
;

For of his wi« ki-d j)clfc his (hkI he made-,

And vnio hell him silfe for money sold
;

A»riir>.fd v<ii}rk* was all his tradr,

nd right iuul wrong ylike in ecjuall ballauncc
waidc.

Je/i^

28

His life was nigh \Tito deaths doore yplast, |

And thred-bare cote, and cobled shoes heTvare,

Ne scarse good morsel! all his life did tast.

But both from backe and belly still did spare,

To fill his bags, and richesse to compare
;

Yet chylde ne kinsman liuing had he none
To leaue them to ; but thorough daily care

To get, and nightly feare to lose his owne
He led a WTetched life vnto him selfe NTilcnpvMie

29
Most wretched wight, whom nothing might

sufifise.

Whose greedy lust did lacke in greatest store,

Whose need had end, but no end couetise, I

Whose wealth was want, whose plenty made
him pore.

Who had enough, yet wished euer more ;

A vile disease, and eke in foote and hand
A grieuous gout tormented him full sore,

That well he could not touch, nor go, norstand: . yy/
Such one was Aiiarice, the fourth of this faire, t/'*^

band.
30

And next to him malicious Enuie rode,

Vjxjn a rauenous wolfe, and still did chaw
Kctweene his cankred teeth a venemous todc,

That all the poison ran about his chaw
;

But inwardly he chawed his owne maw
At neighbours wealth, that made him euer sad

;

For death it was, when any good he saw,

And we[)t, that cause of weeping none he had.

But when he heard of harme, he wexed won-
1

drous glad.

31
All in a kirtle of discolourd say 'i^

He clothed was, ypainted full of eyes
;

And in his L)osome secretly there lay

An hatefull Snake, the which his taile v[>tyes

In miuiy folds, and mortal! sting implyes.

Still as he rtxle. he gnaslit his tetth, to see

Thme heapts of gold with gri|)le C ouctyse,

;\nd grudged at the gnat klicitie

Of proud Lucijcra, antl his owne conn>anie.

32
III' liatfd all g(XKl workes and virtuous deeds.

And him no li-ssi-, that any like did vsi-.

And who with gra( ious bread the luuigr\' leeiK,

liis almes for want of faith he doth accuse;
.S) miery g(KKl to Uul he doth abuse : J
.•\nd eke tl>e verso of famous I'tK-ls wilt - |U vH
lie d<HS backi-bito.and spightfull |><)is«in spues

l*"rom Irprous mouth on all, that out writl :

Such one vile i.utttt was, that lifte in row ilid

sitt.

^w.A
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33
And him beside rides fierce reuenging Wrath,

Vpon a Lion, loth for to be led ;

And in his hand a burning brond he hath,

The which he brandisheth about his hed
;

I His eyes did hurle forth sparkles fiery red,

And stared sterne on all, that him beheld,

As ashes pale of hew and seeming ded
;

And on his dagger still his hand he held,

Trembling through hasty rage, when choler in

him sweld.

34
His rufifin raiment all was staind with blood,

Which he had spilt, and all to rags yrent.

Through vnaduized rashnesse w-oxeruii'ood
;

I
For of his hands he had no gouernement,
Ne car'd for bloud in his auengement

:

But when the furious fit was ouerpast,

His cruell facts he often would repent

;

Yet wilfull man he neuer would forecast,

How many mischieues should ensue his heed-

lesse hast.

35
Full many mischiefes follow cruell Wrath ;

Abhorred bloudshed, and tumultuous strife,

Vnmanly murder, and vnthrifty scath,

Bitter despight, with rancours rusty knife.

And fretting griefe the enemy of life
;

All these, and many euils moe haant ire.

The swelling Splene, and Frenzy raging rife,

The shaking Palsey, and Saint Fraunccs fire :

Such one was Wrath, the last of this vngodly
tire.

36
And after all, vpon the wagon beame
Rode Salhan, with a smarting whip in hand.
With which he forward lasht the laesie teme.

So oft as Slowth still in the mire did stand.

Huge routs of people did about them band,

Showting for ioy, and still before their way
A foggy mist had couered all the land

;

And vnderneath their feet, all scattered lay

Dead sculs and bones of men, whose life had
gone astray.

37
So forth they marchen in this goodly sort,

To take the solace of the o|")en aire.

And in fresh flowring fields ihcmselues to sport

;

Emongst the rest rode that false Lady faire.

The fowle Diiessa, next vnto the chaire

Of proud Lucifera, as one of the traine :

But that good knight would not so nigh rcpaire.

Him selfe estraunging from their ioyaunce
vaine,

WTiose fellowship scemd far vnfit for warlike

swaine.

38
So hauing solaced themselues a space

With pleasaunce of the breathing fields yfed

They backe returned to the Princely Place
;

Whereas an errant knight in amies ycled,

And heathnish shield, wherein with letters re(

W'as writ Sans ioy, they new arriued find :

Enflam'd with fury and fiers hardy -hed.

He seemd in hart to harbour thoughts vnkind

And nourish bloudy vengeaunce in his bitte

mind.
3^

Wlio when the shamed shield of slaine Sans fo[

He spide with that same Faery champions page
Bewraying him, that did of late destroy

His eldest brother, burning all with rage

He to him leapt, and that same enuious gag^

Of victors glory from him snatcht away :

But th'Elfin knight, which ought that warlike

wage,

Disdaind to loose the meed he wonne in fray

And him rencountring fierce, reskewd the nobl

P''ay. 40
Therewith they gan to hurtlen greedily,

Redoubted battaile ready to darrayne,

And clash their shields, and shake their sword

on hy, [traine

That with their sturre they troubled all thi

Till that great Queene vpon eternall paine

Of high displeasure, that ensewen might,

Commaunded them their fury to refraine,

And if that either to that shield had right,

In equall lists they should the morrow next i

fight.
41

Ah dearestDame, (quoth then the Paynim bold,

Pardon the errour of enraged wight,

\\liom great griefemade forget the raines to hoh

Of reasons rule, to see this recreant knight.

No knight, but treachour full of false despigh

And shamcfull treason, who through guil(

hath slayn

The prowcst knight, that euer field did fight

Eucn stout SansJoy {0 who can thenrefrayn .'*

Wliose shield he beares renuerst, the more t(

hcape disdayn.

And to augment the glorie of his guile,

His dearest loue the faire Fidessa loe

Is there possessed of the traytour vile,

Wlio rcapcs the harucst sowen by his foe,

Sowen in bloudy field, and bought with woe:

That brothers hand shall dearely well requigh'

So be, Queene, you equall fauour showe.

Him litle answcrd th'angry Elfin knight

;

He neuer meant with words, but swords tc

plead his right.
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43
tut threw his gauntlet as a sacred pledge,

His cause in combat the next day to try :

So been they parted both, with harts oh edge,

To be aueng'd each on his enimy.

That night they pas in ioy and ioUity,

Feasting and courting both in bowre and hall

;

For Steward was excessiue Glullonie,

That of his plenty poured forth to ail

;

ifTiich doen, the Chamberlain Slowth did to rest

them call.

44
low whenas darkesome night had all displayd

Her coleblacke curtein ouer brightest skye,

The warlike youthes on dayntie couches layd,

Didchace away sweet sleepe from sluggish eye,

To muse on meanes of hoped victory.

But whenas Morpheus had with leaden mace
Arrested all that courtly company,
Vp-rose Diussa from her resting place,

jid to the Paynims lodging comes with silent

pace.

45
Hiom broad awake she finds, in troublous fit.

Forecasting, how his foe he might annoy,
And him amoucs with spcachcs seeming fit

:

Ah dcare Sans ioy, next dearest to Sans Joy,
Cause of my new griefc, cause of my new ioy,

loyous, to see his ymage in mine eye,

And grccu'd.to thinke how foe did him destroy

,

Tliat was the flowre of grace and chcualrye
;

o his Fidessa to thy secret faith I fiye.

46
• ith gentle wordcs he can her fairclv greet,

And I)ad say on the secret of her hart.

Then sighing soft, I learnc that litle sweet

Dft temprcd is((juolh she)witlunuchell smart:
For since my brest wiis huncht \s\\\\ loucly

dart

Of dc-arc Snnsfoy, I ncuer ioycd howrc,
Unt in eternafi woes my weaker hart

Flaue wasted, loiiing him with all my powre,
,nd for his sake hauc felt full many an heauic

stowre.

47
At last when perils all I weened past,

And hop'd to reape the crop of all my care.

Into new woes vnweeting I was cast.

By this false faytor, who vnworthy ware
His worthy shield , whom he with guilefull snare

Entrappedskw,and brought toshamefullgraue.

Me silly maid away with him he bare,

And euer since hath kept in darksome caue.

For that I would not veeld, that to Sans-foy

Igaue.
^

_^g

But since faire Sunne hath sperst that lo\\Ting

clowd.

And to my loathed life now shewes some light,

Vnder your beanies I will me safely shrowd.

From dreaded storme of his disdainfull spight:

To you th'inhcritance belongs by right

Of brothers prayse, to you eke longs his loue.

Let not his loue, let not his restlesse spright

Be vnreueng'd, that calles to you aboue
From wandring Slygian shores, where it doth

endlesse moue.

49
Thereto said he, Faire Dame be nought dismaid

For sorrowes past ; their griefe is with thtni

Ne yet of present perill be afTraid
;

[gone :

For needlesse feare did ncuer vantage none,

And helplesse hap it bootcth not to mone.
Dead is Sans-Joy, his vitall paines are past.

Though greeued ghost for vengeance deej>e do
grone

:

He Hues, that shall him pay his dewties last,

And guiltie Elfin bloud shall sacrifice in hast.

but I feare the fickle freakes (quoth shee)
^^"^^'^

Of fortune false, antl oddes of armos in field. / S

Why (lame ((luoth he) what txidi-s c-an euer Ik-c^c^ ''^*'

Where both do fight alike, to win or yield ? ^
Yea l)Ut(<iuoth she) he iK'ares a charmed shieldA^^'*^
And eke enchaunted amies, tliat noneam jH.'rce, ^
•Ne none r.ui wound the man, that dix's them ^4'^Jt

wiiid. ..^^ fxtj

("harin<l or enchaunted (answcnl he then fercc)y.>>i»-'*'

1 no whit reck, ne vou the like need to rcherce. >/^^

51

But faire Fiilrssa, sitheiis fortunes guile,

Or riiimies powre hatii now captiued you,

Ki-turne from whenci* ye rame, and rest a while

Till morrrtw next, that I the Elfc sulxlew.

And witlj Satts-foyrs dc:ul dowry you ciuKw.

Av me. that is a doublt- death (she s;U(l)

With proud f«K's sight my sorrow to n-new :

When- cnrr yet I Ik-, my secrete ai<l

Slull follow you. .^) i>;»ssing forth slic iiiin oUiid.
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TheJailhjull knight in eqiiall field

subdeives hisfaithlessefoe,

Whom false Duessa saiies, and for

his cure to hell does goe.

I

The noble hart, that harbours vertuous thought,

And is with child of glorious great intent,

Can neuer rest, vntill it forth haue brought

Th'eternall brood of glorie excellent

:

Such rcstlesse passion did all night torment

The flaming corage of that Faery knight,

Deuizing, how that doughtie turnament

With greatest honour he atchieuen might
;

Still did he wake, and still did watch for dawn-
ing light.

2

At last the golden Orientall gate

Of greatest heauen gan to open faire,

And Phoebus fresh, as bridegrome to his mate.

Came dauncing forth, shaking his deawie haire

:

And hurld his glistring beames through gloomy
aire. [streight way

\Miich when the wakeful Elfe percelu'd,

He started vp, and did him selfe prepaire.

In sun-bright armes, and battailous array :

For with that Pagan proud he combat will that

day.

3
And forth he comes into the commune hall,

Wliere earely waite him many a gazing eye.

To weet what end to straunger knights may fall,

There many Minstrales maken melody.

To driue away the dull melancholy,

And many Bardcs, that to the trembling chord

Can tune their timely voyces cunningly,

And many Chroniclers, that can record

Old loucs, and warres for Ladies doen by many
a Lord.

4
Soone after comes the crucll Sarazin,

In wouen maile all armed warily.

And sternly lookcs at him, who not a pin

Docs care for looke of lining creatures eye.

They bring them w incs of Greece and Araby,

And daintie si)ices fetcht from furthest Ynd,
To kindle heat of corage priuily :

And in the wine a solemne oth they bynd
T'obserue the sacred lawes of armes, that are

assynd.

At last forth comes that far renowmed Queene
With royall pomp and Princely maiestie

;

She is ybrought vnto a paled greene,

And placed vnder stately canapee.

The w arlike feates of both those knights to see

On th'other side in all mens open vew
Duessa placed is, and on a tree

Sans-foy his shield is hangd with bloudy hew
Both those the lawrell girlonds to the victor dew

6

A shrilling trompet sownded from on hye.

And vnto battaill bad them selues addresse :

Their shining shieldes about their wrestes the;

tye,

And burning blades about theirheads do blesse

The instruments of wrath and heauinesse :

With greedy force each other doth assay le.

And strike so fiercely, that they do impresse

Deepe dinted furrowes in the battred ma\le
The yron walles to ward their blowes are weaki

and fraile.

7

The Sarazin was stout, and wondrous strong,

An.d heaped blowes like, yron hammers great

For after bloud and vengeance he did long.

The knight was tiers, and full of youthly heat

And doubled strokes, like dreaded thunder

threat

:

For all for prayse and honour he did fight.

Both stricken strike, and beaten both do beat

That from their shields forth flyeth firie light

And helmets hewen deepe, shew marks o
cithers migliL

*^ J^^/s/>COCA^ 8

po th'one for wrong, the other striues for right

j\s when a Gryfon seized of his pray, (

A Dragon tiers encountreth in Ins flight.

Through widest ayre making his ydle way,

That would his rightfuU rauine rend away :

With hideous horrour both together smight,

Andsouceso sore,that they theheauens affray

The wise Southsayer seeing so sad sight,

li'amazed vulgar tels of warres and mortal

fight.

9
Sn tll'ntU- fr>r v^rr\r,<j^ tli^ ''^^Wx f^'̂ j\\.\Q '=, foXJlgllt

And each to deadly shame would driuc his foe

The cruell Steele so greedily doth bight

In tender flesh, that strcames of bloud dowi

flow, [show

With which the armes, that earst so bright die

Into a pure Vermillion now are dyde :

Great ruth in all the gazers harts did grow.

Seeing the gored woundes to gape so wydc.
That victory they dare not wish to either side
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lO

it last the Paynim chaunst to cast his eye,

His suddcin eye, Haming with wraihfull fyre,

V|X)n his brothers shield, which hong thereby :

Therewith redoubled was his raging yre.

And said, Ah wretched sonne of wofuU syre,

Doest thou sit wayling by h\i\ck Slygian lake,

Whilcst here thy shield is hangd for victors hyre,

And sluggish german doest thy forces slake,

fo after-send his foe, that him may ouertake ?

II

Joe caytiue Elfe, him quickly ouertake.

And soone redeeme from his long wandringwoe

;

Goe guiltie ghost, to him my message make.
That 1 his shield haue quit from dying foe.

Therewith vpon iiis crest he stroke him so,

Tliat twise he reeled, readie twise to fall

;

End of the doubtfull battell deemed tho

The lookers on, and lowd to him gan call

Tie false Duessa, Thine the shield, and I, and
all.

12

loone as the Faerie heard his Ladie spcakc.

Out of his swowning drcame he gan awake,
And quickning faith, that carst was woxen weakc.

The creeping deadly cold away did shake :

Tlio mou'd with wrath, and shame, and Ladies

sake.

Of all attonce he cast aucngd to lx?c,

And with so'exceeding furie at him strake,

That forced him to stoupe vpon his knee
;

lad he not stoupcd so, he should haue cloucn

bee,

Lnd to him said, Goe now proud Miscreant,

Thy selfe thy message <loc to german dcarc.

Alone he wandring thee too long doth want :

Goe say, his fcx; thy shield with his doth lH.'are.

Therewith i>is heauie han<l he high gan rt-arc,

Hiintoliaueslaine;whenl()ca(iarkes(tnierlowd
i

V|xjn him fell : he no where doth ap|K'arc,

lint vanisht is. The Elfe him cals alowd,

Jut answer n(»ne receiues : the darknes him
docs shrowd.

It

n haste Duessa from lur jilarc arose.

And to him running said, O jirowfst knight,

That ciic-r I.;idic' to litT lour did chose,

Ixt now abate the terror of vour might,
An'l (|ueii(h the llamc of furious dcspight,

And bloudic vengeunre ; jo th'infernall |M)wr»s

Cotiering your foe with ( loud of dea«llv night,

Hai:cljorrichiinhcnceto/'/M/o^jUil( fulllmwres.

rhc conquest yrnirs, I yours, the shield, atid

glory v«Mir5».

Not all so satisfide, with greedie eye

He sought all round about, his thirstie blade

To bath in bloud of faithlesse enemy ;

Who all that while lay hid in secret shade :

He standes amazed, how he thence should fade.

At last the trumpets Triumph sound on hie,

And running Heralds humble homage made.
Greeting him goodly with new victorie,

And to him brought the shield, the cause of

enmitie. ^10

Wherewith he goeth to that soueraine Queene,

And falling her before on lowly knee.

To her makes present of his scruice scene :

Which she accepts, with thankes, and goodly

gree.

Greatly aduauncing his gay cheualree.

So marcheth home, and by her takes the knight.

Whom all the people follow with great glee.

Shouting, and clapping all their hands on hight.

That all the aire it fils, and flyes to heauen

bright.
j^

Home is he brought, and laid in sumptuous bed

:

Where many skilfuU leaches him abide.

To salue his hurls, that yet still freshly bled.

In wine and oyle they wash his woundes wide,

And softly can embalmc on euery side.

And all the while, most heauenly melody
About the bed sweet musicke diil diuide,

Him to beguile of griefe and agony :

And all the while Duessa wept full bitterly.

i8

As when a wearie traucllcr that strayes

By muddy shore of broad seuen-mouthed .V;7<-,

Vnweeting of the perillous wandring waves,

Doth meet a cruell craft ie Crocodile,

Which in falsegriefehydinghisharmefull guile.

Dotjiweepe full sore.and sheddethtendirteares:

The foolish man, that pit ties all this while

His mournefvill iilight,is swallowd vp vnwarcs,

KorgetfuU of his owne, that mindes anothers

10

So wept Duessa vntill eucntidc.

That shyning lampts in lours high lunise wire

light

:

Then forth she rose, ne lenger would abide.

Hut a)mes vnto the p!ar«-, where tli'llethen

knight

Inslombringswowndnighvoydofvitallspright,

Uiy couer'd with inehaunted cloud all day :

Whom wlu'nshefound.asshc'him led in pligln.

To wayle his W(k(uII case she would not slay,

Hut to the easterne coast of heauen makes
s|>eedy way.
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Where griesly Night, with visage deadly sad,

That Phccbus chearefull face durst neuer vew,

And in a foule blacke pitchie mantle clad,

She tindes forth comming from her darkesome
mew,

Where she all day did hide her hated hew.

Before the dore her yron charet stood,

Alreadie harnessed for iourney new
;

And coleblacke steedes yborne of hellish brood,

That on their rustie bits did champ, as they

were wood.

21

Who when she saw Duessa sunny bright,

Adornd with gold and iewels shining cleare,

She greatly grew amazed at the sight,

And th'vnacquainted light began to feare :

For neuer did such brightnesse there appeare.

And would haue backe retyred to her caue,

Vntill the witches speech she gan to heare.

Saying, Yet thou dreaded Dame, I craue

Abide, till I haue told the message, which I

haue.

22

She stayd, and foorth Duessa gan proceede,

thou most auncient Grandmother of all,

More old tlien loue, whom thou at first didst

breede.

Or that great house of Gods caelestiall.

Which wast begot in Dcenwgorgons hall,

And sawst the secrets of the world vnmade,
Why suffredst thou thy Nephewes deare to fall

With Elfin sword, most shamefully betrade ?

Lo where the stout Sansioy doth sleepe in

deadly shade.

And him before, I saw with bitter eyes

The bold 5aW5/byshrinke vnderneath his speare;

And now the pray of fowles in field he lyes.

Nor wayldof friends, nor laid on groning bcare,

That whylome was to me too dearcly deare.

what of Gods then boots it to be borne,

If old Aveugles sonnes so euill heare ?

Or who shall not great Nighles children scorne,

VMien two of three her Nephews are so fowle

forlorne.

24

Vp then, vp dreary Dame, of darknesse Queene,
Go gather vp the reliques of thy race,

Or else goe them auenge, and let be scene.

That dreaded A' ?£j/z/ in brightest day hath place,

And can the children of faire light deface.

Her feeling speeches some compassion moucd
In hart , and chaunge in that great mothers face

:

Yet pittie in her hart was neuer proucd
Till then : for cuermore she hated, neuer loued.

25
And said, Deare daughter rightly may I rew
The fall of famous children borne of mee.
And good successes, which their foes ensew :

I

But who can turne the streame of dp<;tinff,

< Or bieake the chayne of strong necessiiee:

WTiich fast is tyde to loues eternall seat ?

The sonnes of Day he fauoureth, I see.

And by my ruines thinkes to make them great

:

To make one great by others losse, is bad ex-

cheat.
26

Yet shall they not escape so freely all

;

For some shall pay the price of others guilt

:

And he the man that made Sansjoy to fall,

Sliall with his ownebloud price that he hath spilt.

But what art thou, that telst of Nephews kilt ?

I that do seeme not I, Duessa am,
(Quoth she) how euer now in garments gilt,

And gorgeous gold arayd I to thee came
;

Duessa I, the daughter of Deceipt and Shame.

Then bowing downe her aged backe, she kist

The wicked witch, saying ; In that faire face

The false resemblance of Deceipt, I wist

Did closely lurke
;
yet so true-seeming grace

It carried, that I scarse in darkesome place

Could it discerne, though I the mother bee

Of falshood, and root of Duessaes race.

welcome child, whom I haue longd to see,

And now haue scene vnwares. Lo now I go
with thee.

28

Then to her yron wagon she betakes.

And with her beares the fowle welfauourd witch:

Through mirkesome aire her readie way she

makes.

Her twyfoldTeme, of which two blacke as pitch,
And two were browne, yet each to each vnlich,

Did softly swim away, ne euer stampe,

Vnlesse she chaunst their stubborne mouths
to twitch

;

Then foming tarrc, their bridles they \\ould

champe,

rd
trampling the fine element, would fiercely

rampe.
29

So well they sped, that they be come at length

^Vnto the j^lace, whereas the Paynim lay,

Dcuoid of outward sense, and natiue strength,

Coucrd with charmed cloud from vew of day,

And sight of men, since his late luckelesse fray.

His cruell wounds with cruddy bloud congealed,

They bindeii vp so wisely, as they may.
And handle softly, till they can be healed :

So lay him in her charet, close in night concealed.
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30
nd all the while she stood vpon the ground,

riie wakefuU dogs did neuer cease to bay,

\s giuing warning of th'vnwonted sound,

iVith which her yron wheeles did them affray,

i\nd herdarke gr iesly looke them much dismay

;

rhe messenger of death, the ghastly Owle
iVith drearie shriekes did also her bewray

;

\nd hungry Wolues continually did howle,

t her abhorred face, so filthy and so fow le.

hence turning backe in silence soft they stole,

\nd brought the heauie corse with easie pace

Fo yawning gulfe of deepe Auemiis hole.

By that same hole an entrance darke and bace

IVith smoake andsulphurehiding all theplace.

Descends to hell : there creature neuer past,

rhat backe returned without heauenly grace
;

But dreadfuU Furies, which their chaines haue

brast,

nd damned sprights sent forth to make ill

men aghast.

y that same way the dircfull dames doe driue

riieir mourncfull charet, t'lld with rusty blood,

\nd downe to Plutoes house are come biliue :

IVhich passing through, on euery side them
stood

rhe trembling ghosts with sad amazed mood,
rhaltring their yron teeth, and staring wide
\\'\\.\\ stonie eyes ; and all the hellish brood

Df fecnds infernall flockt on cucry side,

gaze on earthly wight, that with the Night
durst ride.

33
hey pas the bitter waucs of Acheron,

IVhere many soules sit wailing wcx-fully,

\u(\ come to fiery IIckkI of Phlci^rlon,

^\ lierr.is the damned ghosts in torments frv,

\nd with sharjK: shrilling shriekes doe boot-

lesse cry,

Cursing high /ot<r, the which them thither sent,

riic house of cndlesse j)aiiie is built thereby,

111 which ten thousand sorts of piinishmrnt

he cursed creatures doe eternally torment.

3 * ^ 'r^\
efore the threshold drt-adfull Crrhrrua

[lis threi- drforrnf<l liiads did V.w aTTm^,

iirlrd with thrxisaiid addi-ts vt iiciuous,

\iid lilU'd forth his blou<lit.> tlaming tong :

\V them he gan to rrare his bristles strong,

\ui\ frily gtiarre, vjitill ilaycs cncmv
l)id liimap|K'asc ; tlu-tMlf)wne histaile he !toiip

\\A sulfert-d them to passrn <|uii'tly :

ur bhc in li<--ll and heauen had power equally.

There was Ixion turned on a wheele,

For daring tempt the Queene of heauen to sin
;

And Sisyphus an huge round stone did reele

Against an hill, ne might from labour lin ;

There thirstie Tantalus hong by the chin
;

And Tityus fed a vulture on his maw ;

Typhceus ioynts were stretched on a gin,

Theseus condemned to endlesse slouth by law.

And fifty sisters water in leake vessels draw.

36
They all beholding worldly wights in place,

Leaue of? their worke,vnmindfull of their smart,

To gaze on them ; who forth by them doe pace.

Till they be come vnto the furthest part

:

Where was a Caue ywrought by wondrous art,

Deepe, darke, vneasie, doleful!, comfortlesse,

In which sad JEsculapius farre a part

Emprisond was in chaines remedilesse,

For that Hippolytus rent corse he did redresse.

Hippolytus a iolly huntsman was,

That wont in charet chace the foming Bore ;

He all his Peeres in beautie did surpas,

But Ladies loue as losse of time forbore :

His wanton steixJame louod him the more,

But when she saw her oftrcd sweets refused

Her loue she turnd to hate, and him before

His father tierce of treason false accused,

And with her gealous termes his o[)en cares

abused.

3S

Wlio all in rage his Sea-god syre besought,

Some cursed vengeance on his Sonne to cast

:

From surging gulf two monsters straight were

brought,

With dread whereof his ciiasing stcedes aghast,

IJotli charet swift and huntsman ouerrast.

His g<x)dly corps on raggal difts yrent.

Was quite dismcmbrcd, and his members
chast

.Scattered on cucry mountainc, as he went.

That of Ilippolyius \Nas left no moniment.
v.<^

30
His cruell steivlamc seeing what was donne,

I Icr wicked (la\ i-s with wntthed knile »lid end,

In death au(»wiiig th'iniuHeiice of her sonne.

Which he-.iring his rash Syre, U-gan to rend

His haire, and hastie tongue, that did olTend :

Tho gatljering vp the relicks of his smart

Bv IHiUifs mi-aiK-s, who was llipf\>l\ts frend,

TIu'iu liroHj;ht to .hsiuhipv, tii.it by his art

Did lieulethemall aguiiie,and iuyiiedcuerypart.
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40

Such wondrous science in mans wit to raine

Wlien lone auizd, that could the dead reuiue,

And fates expired could renew againe,

Of endlesse life he mig;ht him not depriue,

But vnto hell did thrust him downe aliue,

With flashing thunderbolt ywounded sore :

Where long remaining, he did alwaies striue

Himselfe with salues to health for to restore,

And slake the heauenly fire, that raged euer-

more.

41 _
There auncient Night arriuing, did alight

From her nigh wearie waine, and in her armes

To /Escidapius brought the wounded knight

:

Wliom hauing softly disarayd of armes,

Tho gan to him discouer all his harmes,

Beseeching him with prayer, and with praise,

If either salues, or oyles, or herbcs, or charmes

A fordonne wight from dore of death mote
raise.

He would at her request prolong her nephews

dales.

42
Ah Dame (quoth he) thou temptest me in vaine,

To dare the thing, which daily yet I rew,

And the old cause of my continued paine

With like attempt to like end to renew.

Is not enough, that thrust from heauen dew
Here endlesse penance for one fault 1 pay,

But that redoubled crime with vengeance new
Thou biddest me to eeke ? Can Night defray

The wrath of thundring lone, that rules both

night and day ?

43.
Not so (quoth she) but sith that heauens king

From hope of heauen hath thee excluded

quight,

WHiy fearcst thou, that canstnot hopefor thing,

And fearest not, that more thee hurten might,

Now in the powre of cuerlasting Night ?

Goe to then, thou farre renowmed sonne

Of great Apollo, shew thy famous might
In medicine, that else hath to thee wonne

Great paines, and greater praise, both neuer to

be donne.

44
Her words preuaild: And then the learned leach

His cunning hand gan to his wounds to lay,

And all things else, the which his art did teach:

Which hauing scene, from thence arose away
The mother of dread darkncsse, and let stay

Aiieu^les sonne there in the leaches cure,

And backe returning tooke her wonted way,

To runnc her timely race, whilst Phorhus pure

In westerne waues his wearie wagon did recure.

.45

The false Duessa leaning noyous Night,

Returnd to stately pallace of dame Pride ;

Where when she came, she found the Faery
knight

Departed thence, albe his woundes wide
Not throughly heald, vnreadie were to ride.

Good cause he had to hasten thence away
;

For on a day his wary Dwarfe had spide,

Wliere in a dongeon deepe huge numbers lay

Of caytiue wretched thrals, that wayled night

and day.

46
A rueful! sight, as could be seene with eie

;

Of whom he learned had in secret wise

The hidden cause of their captiuitie.

How mortgaging their hues to Couelise,

Through wastfuU Pride, and wanton Riotise,

They were by law of that proud Tyrannesse
Prouokt with Wrath, and Enuies false surmise,

Condemned to that Dongeon mercilesse,

\^^lere they should Hue in woe, and die in

wretchednesse.

47
There was that great proud king of Babylon,

That would compell all nations to adore,

And him as onely God to call vpon,

Till through celestiall doome throwne out of

dore,

Into an Oxe he was transform'd of yore :

There also was king Croesus, that enhaunst

Hishearttoohighthroughhisgrcatrichesstore;

And proud Antiochis, the which aduaunst

His cursed hand gainst God, and on his altars

daunst.

48
And them long time before, great Kimrod was,

That first the world wilhsword and fire wurrayd;

And after him old Ninus farre did pas

In princely pompe, of all the world obayd
;

There also was that might ie Monarch layd

Low vnder all, yet aboue all in i)ride,

That name of natiue syre did fowle vpbrayd.

And would as Amnions sonne be magnifide.

Till scornd of God and man a-shamefull death

hedide. mtANAPOi^
49

All these together in one heape were throNNTie,

Like carkases of beasts in butchers stall.

And in another corner wide were strownc

The antique mines of the Ronmincs fall

:

Great Ronnilns the Grandsyre of them all,

Proud Tarquin, and too lordly Lcntidus,

Stout Scipio, and stubborne IlannibaU,

Ambitious SyVla, and sterne Marias,

High Ccesar, great Pompey, and fierce Antonius.
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50
\mongst these mighty men were wemen mixt,

Proud wemen, vaine, forgetful! of their yoke:

The bold Semirawis, whose sides translixt

With sonnes owne blade, her fowle reproches

spoke
;

Faire Sthenohcea, that her selfe did choke

With wilfull cord, for wanting of her will

;

High minded Cleopatra, that with stroke

Of Aspes sting her selfe did stoutly kill

:

\nd thousands moe the like, that did that

dongeon fill.

51

Besides the endlcsse routs of wretched thralles

Which thither were assembled day by da\',

From all the world after their wofuU fallcs,

Through wicked pride,and wasted weal thcs decay.

But most of all, which in that Dongeon lay

Fell from high Princes courts, or Ladies bowrcs,

Where they in idle pompe, or wanton play,

Cant. VI.

From lau'lesse lust by wondrous grace

Jayre Vna is releasi

:

Whom saliiage tialion does adore,

and learnes her ivise beheast.

\s when a ship, that flyes faire vnder saile,

An hidden rocke escaped hath vnwares.

That lay in waite her wrack for to bewaile,

The Marriner yet halfe amazed stares

At jx-'rill past, and yet in doubt ne dares

To ioy at his foole-happie ouersight

:

So doubly is distrcst twixt ioy and G\res

\ The dreadlesse courage of this Ellin knight,

-'

Consumed had their goods, and thriftlcsse \jlauing escapt so sad ensam[)les in his sight,

how res,

Vnd lastly throwne themselues into these heauy
stowres.

52
>\Tx)se case when as the airefull Dwarfe had tould,

And made ensample of their mourncfull sight

V'nto his maister, he no Icnger would
There dwell in [)erill of like painefuU plight,

But early rose, and ere that dawning light

Discoucred had the world to heauen wyde,
He by a priuie Posterne tooke his flight,

Tliat of no enuious eyes he mote be spydc :

For doubtlesse death ensewd, if any him de-

scryde.

. 53

.

)carse could he footing find in that fowle way.
For many corses, like a great I^iy-stall

Of murdred men which therein sirowed lay,

Without remorse, or decent funerall

:

Which all through that great Princesse pride

did fall

Aiidcametoshamefullend. And them beside
Forth ryding vnderneath the aistell wall,

A donghill of dead carkases he spide,

rije dreadlull sjicctacle of that sad house of

I'ndc.

^^^^

Yet sad he was that his too hastie s[>eed

The faire Diiess' had forst him leaue behind
;

And yet more sad, that Vna his deare dreed

Her truth had staind with treason so vnkind
;

Yet crime in her could neuer creature find,

But for his louc, and for her owne selfe sake,

She wandred had from one to other Ynd,

Him for to seeke, ne euer would lors;ike,

Till her vnwaresthe fierce Sansloy did ouertake.

VMio after Archimagocs fowle defeat,

Led her away into a forrest w ilde.

And turning wralhfuU lire to lustfull heat,

With beastly sin thought her to haue delilde.

And made the vassall of his pleasure's vilde.

Yet first he cast by treat ie, anil by traynes.

Her to i)erswade, that stubl)()rne fort to yilde :

For greater conquest of hard loue ho gaynes,

That workes it to his will, then he that it con-

straint's.

•1

With fawning wordes he ctnirtal her a while,

And looking lonely, and olt sighing st)re,

Her constant hart did tempt witlidiuersegnile:

Hut wordes, and hH)ki's, and sighes she did

abljorc,

As rocke of l)iamond stedfast eviermore.

Yet for to feed his fytie lustfull eye.

He snatcht the vele. that hong her (ace Ix-forc;

Then gan her beaut ie shine, as brightest skye,

And burnt his Uaslly Ijart t'ellorcc her

cluLstilyc.
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So when he saw his flatt'ring arts to fayle,

And subtile engines bet from batteree,

With greedy force he gan the fort assayle,

Whereof he weend possessed soone to bee,

And win rich spoile of ransackt chastetee.

Ah heauens, that do this hideous act behold,

And heauenly virgin thus outraged see.

How can ye vengeance iust so long withhold,

And hurle not flashing flames vpon that Pay-

nim bold ?'^
6

The pitteous maiden carefuU comfortlesse.

Does throw out thrilling shriekes, and shriek-

ing cryes.

The last vaine helpe of womens great distresse,

And with loud plaints importuneth the skyes,

That molten starres do drop like weeping eyes;

And Plia'biis flying so most shamefuU sight,

His blushing face in foggy cloud implyes,

And hides forshame. What wit of mortall wight

Can now deuise to quit a thrall from such a

plight ?

7

Eternall prouidence exceeding thought,

WTierenone appearescan make her selfe a way:
A wondrous way it for this Lady wrought,

From Lyons clawes to pluck the griped pray.

Her shrill outcryes and shriekes so loud did

bray,

That all the woodes and forestes did resownd
;

A troupe of Faiines and Salyrcs far away
Within the wood were dauncing in a rownd,

WTiiles old Syluaniis slept in shady arber sownd.

8
Who when they heard tliat pitteous strained voice,

In hast forsooke their rurall meriment.

And ran towards the far rebownded noyce.

To weet, what wight so loudly did lament.

Vnto the place they come incontinent

:

Wliom when the raging Sarazin esi:)ide,

A rude, misshapen, monstrous rablement,

Wliose like he neuer saw, he durst not bide.

But got his ready steed, and fast away gan ride.

The wyld woodgods arriued in the place,

There find the virgin dolefull desolate,

With ruffled rayments,and faire blubbred face.

As her outrageous foe had left her late.

And trembling yet through feare of former hate

;

All stand amazed at so vncouth sight,

And gin to pittie her vnhappie state,

All stand astonied at her beautie bright,

in their rude eyes vniworthie of so wofuU plight.

She more amaz'd, in double dread doth dwell

;

And euery tender part for feare does shake :

As when a greedie Wolfe through hunger fell

A seely Lambe farre from the flocke does take,

Of whom he meanes his bloudie feast to make,
A Lyon spyes fast running towards him,

The innocent pray in hast he docs forsake.

Which quit from death yet quakes in euery lim

"With chaunge of feare, to see the Lyon looke so

grim.

II

Such fearefull fit assaid her trembling hart,

Ne word to speake, ne ioynt to moue she had :

The saluage nation feele her secret smart,

And read her sorrow in her count'nance sad
;

Their frowning forheads with rough homes
yclad.

And rusticke horror all a side doe lay.

And gently grenning, shew a semblance glad

To comfort her, and feare to put away.
Their backwar/lbent knees teach her humbly to

obav,

12

e doubtfuU Damzell dare not yet commit
Her single person to their barbarous truth.

But still twixt feare and hope amazd does sit.

Late learndwhat harme to hastie trust ensu'th.

They in compassion of her tender youth,

An^j-ionder of herVniitig <;ouer^inej.

Are wonne with pitty and vnwonted ruth,

And all prostrate vpon the lowly plaine,

^o kisse her feete, and fawne on her with
v. count'nance faine.

Their harts she ghesseth by their humble guise,

And yieldes her to extremitie of time
;

So from the ground she fearelesse doth arise.

And walketh forth without susj:)ect of crime :

They all as glad, as birdes of io\-ous Prime,

Thence lead her forth ,abou t herdauncing round

,

Shouting, and singing all a shepheards ryme.
And with greene braunches strowing all the

ground,

Do worship her, as Queene, w ith oliue girlond

cround.

.

^^

And all the way their merry pipes they sound.

That all the woods with doubled Eccho ring,

Aiid with their horned feet do wearc the ground,

Lea[iing like wanton kids in pleasant Spring.

So towards old Syluanus they her bring
;

Who with the noyse awaked, commeth out,

To weet the cause, his weake steps gouerning.

And aged limbs on Cypresse stadle stout.

And with an yuie twyne his wast is girt about.
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"ar off he wonders, what them makes so glad,

Or Bacchus merry fruit they did inuent,

Or CybelesiTa.nncke rites hauemade them mad

;

They drawing nigh, \Tito their God present

That flowre of faith and beautie excellent.

The God himselfe vewing that mirrhour rare.

Stood long amazd, and burnt in his intent

;

His owne ialrcDryope now he thinkes notfaire,

^id Pholoc fowle, when her to this he doth

compaire.

16

rhe woodborne people fall before her flat,

And worship her as Goddesse of the wood
;

And old Syluamis selfe bethinkes not, what
To thinke of wight so faire, but gazing stood.

In doubt to deeme her borne of earthly brood
;

Sometimes Dame F^nw^selfe he seemes to see.

But Venus neuer had so sober mood
;

Sometimes Diana he her takes to bee,

3ut misseth bow, and shaftes, and buskins to

her knee.

3y vew of her he ginneth to rcuiue

His ancient loue, and dearest Cyparisse,

And calles to mind his pourtraiture aliue,

How faire he was, and yet not faire to this,
'

And how he slew with glauncing dart amisse

A gentle Hynd, the which the loucly boy
Did loue as life, abouc all worldly blisse

;

For gricfe whereof the lad n'ould after ioy,

Jut pynd away in anguish and sclfe-wild annoy.

lie wooddy Nymphcs, faire Ilamadryades
Her to behold do thither runne apace,

And all the troupe of li^ht-foot Naiades,

Flocke all alxjut to see her lonely face :

But when they vewed haue her ht-auenlvgracc.

They enuic her in their malitious mind,
And fly away for feare of fowle disj^race :

But all the Satyres scornc their wotkIv kind,

Lnd henrcforth nothing faire, but her on earth

they liiul.

pjad of su(h lucke, the luckelcssc lucky maid,
Did her content to please their feeble eyes,

And lf)ng time with that s;iluage |>fople staid,

To gather breath in many miseries.

During whidi \\nw her gentle wit she pives,

\(t U-m\\ tluiu truth, which worsliipt her in

vainc,

And madf hir th'hnage of Idolatryes ;

llutwhcn thtir UK>tli-ssc7.ealcslieclidrc8traine

roin her own worsiiip, tiiey her Assc would
worship fayn.

::o

It fortuned a noble warlike knight

By iust occasion to that forrest came.
To seeke his kindred, and the lignage right.

From whence he tooke his well deserued name:
He had in armes abroad wonne muchell fame,
And fild far landes with glorie of his might,
Plaine, faithfull, true, and enimy of shame,
And euer lou'd to fight for Ladies right.

But in vaine glorious frayes he litle did delight.

21

A Satyres sonne yborne in forrest wyld,

By straunge aducnture as it did betyde,

And there begotten of a Lady myld,
Faire Thyamis the daughter of Lahryde,

That was in sacred bands of wedlocke tyde
To Therion, a loose vnruly swayne

;

Who had more ioy to raunge the forrest wyde,
And chase the saluage beast with busie payne,
Then serue his Ladies loue, and wast in

pleasures vayne.

22

The forlorne mayd didwithloues longing bume,
.'\nd could not lacke her louers company,
But to the wood she goes, to serue her turne.

And seekeherspouse, that from her st ill does fly,

.\nd followes other game and venerv :

A Satyre chaunst her wandring for to find,

.\nd kindling coles of lust in brutish eye.

The loyall links of wedlocke did vnbind,
-\nd made her person thrall vnto his beastly

kind.

>o long m secret cabin there he held

Her cai)tiue to his sensuall desire.

Till that with timely fruit her belly sweld.

And bore a lx>y vnto that s;duage sire :

Then home he sulfred her for to retire,

Forransdine kauinghim the late Imrnc childe

;

Whom till to ryper yean-s he gan aspire.

He nourslfd vp in life and manners wilde,

Fmongst wild beasts and woods, from lawes of

men exilde.

24
For all he taught the tentler vinp. was but
To banish cowardi/e and bastard fi-are ;

His tnnihliiig han«l he would him force to put
VjH)ii the \.\i)\\ and the rugge<l Ikare,

And from tlie she Bean's teats her \\hcljis to

tea re ;

And eke wyld roring l?uls he would him make
To tame, and ryde tiuir kukes not nude to

Ix'are
;

Ami the Roburkes in flight to ouertake.

'nuiteuer)'lii-ast for frareof lumdi<lflyand(|uakc.
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25
Thereby so fearelesse, and so fell he grew,

That his owne sire and maister of his guise

Did often tremble at his horrid vew,

And oft for dread of hurt would him aduise,

The angry beasts not rashly to despise,

Nortoomuchtoprouoke; for he would learne

The Lyon stoup to him in lowly wise,

(A lesson hard) and make the Libbard sterne

Leaue roaring, when in rage he for reuenge did

earne.

26

And for to make his povvre approued more,

Wyld beasts in yron yokes he would compell

;

The sjDotted Panther, and the tusked Bore,

The Pardale swift, and the Tigre cruell

;

The Antelope, and Wolfe both fierce and fell
;

And them constraine in equall teme to draw.

Such ioy he had, their stubborne harts to quell,

And sturdie courage tame with dreadfull aw,
That his beheast they feared, as a tyrans law.

His louing mother came vpon a day
Vnto the woods, to see her little sonne ;

And chaunst vnwares to meet him in the way.
After his sportes, and cruell pastime donne,

When after him a Lyonesse did runne,

That roaring all with rage, did lowd requere

Her children deare, whom he away had wonne:
The Lyon whelpes she saw how he did beare,

And lull in rugged armes, withouten childish

feare.

28

The fearefull Dame all quaked at the sight.

And turning backe, gan fast to fly away,
Vntill with loue reuokt from vaine affright,

She hardly yet perswaded was to stay,

And then to him these womanish words gan
say

;

Ah Salyrane, my dearling, and my ioy.

For loue of me leaue off this dreadfull play ;

To dally thus with death, is no lit toy,

Go find some other ])lay-fellowes, mine own
sweet boy.

29
In these and like delights of bloudy game
He trayned was, till ryper ycares he raught.

And there abode, whilst any beast of name
Walkt in that forest, whom he had not taught

To feare his force : and then his courage haught
Desird of forreine foemen to be knomie,
And far abroad for straunge aduentures sought

:

In which his might was neuer oucrthrowne,

But through all Faery lond his famous worth
was blown.

30
\et euermore it was his manner faire,

After long labours and aduentures spent,

Vnto those natiue woods for to repaire,

To see his sire and ofspring auncient.

And now he thither came for like intent

;

Where he vnwares the fairest Vna found,

Straunge Lady, in so straunge habiliment,

Teaching the Satyres, which her sat around,

Trew sacred lore, which from her sweet lips did

redound.

He wondred at her wisedome heauenly rare,

Whose like in womens wit he neuer knew
;

And when her curteous deeds he did compare,

Gan her admire, and her sad sorrowes rew.

Blaming of Fortune, which such troubles

threw,

And ioyd to make proofe of her crueltie

On gentle Dame, so hurtlesse, and so trew

:

Thenceforth he kept her goodly company.
And learnd her discipline of faith and veritie.

32
But she all vowd vnto the Redcrosse knight,

His wandring perill closely did lament,

Ne in this new acquaintauncc could delight,

But her deare heart with anguish did torment,

And all her wit in secret counsels spent.

How to escape. At last in priuie wise

To Salyrane she shewed her intent

;

Who glad to gain such fauour, gan deuise.

How with that pensiue Maid he best might
thence arise.

2>2>

So on a day when Sat)res all were gone,

To do their seruice to Syluanus old.

The gentle virgin left behind alone

He led away with courage stout and bold.

Too late it was, to Satyres to be told,

Or euer hope recouer her againe :

In vaine he seekes that hauing cannot hold.

So fast he carried her with carefuU painc.

That they the woods are past, and come now to

the plaine.

The better part now of the lingring day.

They traueild had, when as they farre espide

A wcarie wight forwandring by the way,
And towards him they gan in hast to ride,

To weet of newes, that did abroad betide,

Or lydings of her knight of the Redcrosse.

But he them spying, gan to turne aside.

For feare as seemd, or for some feigned losse ;

More greedy they of newes, fast towards him do
crosse.
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silly man, in simple weedes fonvorne,

\nd soild with dust of tlie long dried way ;

iis sandaleswere with toilesome trauelltorne,

^d face all tand with scorching sunny ray,

^ he had traueild many a sommers day,

rhrough boyling sands of Arabic and Ynde
;

^d in his hand a Jacobs stalife, to stay

iis wearie limbes \\x)n : and eke behind,

is scrip did hang, in which his needments he
did bind. ,

le knight approching nigh, of him inquerd

[ydings of warre, and of aduentures new
;

But warres, nor new aduentures none he herd,

rhen Vf2a gan to aske, if ought he knew,
)r heard abroad of that her chamjjion trew,

Tiat in his armour bare a croslet red.

Lye me, Deare dame (quoth he) well may I rew

'o tell the sad sight, which mine eies haue red :

lesc eyes did see that knight both liuing and
eke ded.

37
lat crucll word her tender hart so thrild,

ITiat suddein cold did runne through eucry

vaine,

Ind stony horrour all her sences fild

Vith dying tit, that downe she fell for painc.

'he kni^^ht her lightly reared v[) againe,

Lnd comforted with curtcous kind rcliefe :

Tien wonne from death, she bad him tellen j )laine

'he further proccbse of her hidden griefe
;

le lesser pangs can beare, who hath cndur'd
the chicfc. o

38
len gan the Pilgrim thus, I chaunst this day,
liis falall day, that shall I euer rew,

'o sec two knights in trauell on my way
A sory sight) arraung'd in battell new, [hew

:

Jotli breathing vengeaunce, both of wralhfull

ly fcarefuU llesh did treml)le at their strife,

^o see their blades so greedily imbrew,
liat drunke wilii bl(nid,yet thriMed afterlife:

lial more ? the Rcdcrosse knight was slainc

wi»li Payiiim knife.

.V)

II f.i .ircsl i.<)rd((Hiotli shc^how mi^ht that bee,

KiA he the stoutest knight, tluil euer wonne ?

W\ d(;ir'sl datne ((|U()lli W) how might I see
I'll'* thiiij.;, iliui might not Ix-, and yet was

lie .-'

i"' (said Satyranr) that raynims s<jnne,

'liiu ol life, and vs of ioy hath reft .-'

r away (f|Uoth he) he heme doth wonne
V 11 (ountaine, where I late hitn left

I'k' J'i" bioudy wounds, that through the
Stciic were cleft.

SPHNSI-R

40
Therewith the knight thence marched forth in

hast,

VMiiles Vila with huge heauinesse opprest,

Could not for sorrow follow him so fast ;

And soone he came, as he the {)lace had ghest,

Whereas that Pagan proud him selfe did rest,

In secret shadow by a fountaine side :

Euen he it was, that earst would haue supprest

Paire Vyia : whom when Satyrane espide,

With fowle reprcchfuU words he boldly him
defide.

41
.\nd said. Arise thou cursed Miscreaunt, [train

That hast with knightlesse guile and trecherous

Faire knighthood fowlyshamed,anddoest vaunt
That good knightof xheRcdcrosselo haueslain:

Arise, and with like treason now maintain
Thy guilty wrong, or else thee guilty yield.

The Sarazin this hearing, rose amain,
Andcatching vp inhasthis three square shield,

And shining helmet, soone him buckled to the

field.
42

And drawing nigh him said, Ah misbome Elfe,

In euill houre thy foes thee hither sent,

Anothers wrongs to wreake vpon tin- selfe :

Yet ill thou blamest me, for hauing blent

My name with guile and traiterous intent

;

That Rtdcrosse knight, perdie, I neuer slew,

But had he beene, where earst his armes were
lent,

Th'enchaunter vaine his crrour should not rew

:

But thou his errour shalt, I hoi>e now i)rouen
trew.

43
Tlierewith they gan, both furious and fell,

To thunder blowes, and fiersly to assaile

Each other Ix-nt his enimy to quell, [maile.

That with their force they jK-r^t Ivth plate and
And matle wide furrowes in their tleshes fraile,

That it woulil pilty any liuing eie. [raile ;

Large flo^xis ol blouil adowne their sidi-s tlid

But (1()<k1s of bloud could not them s;itistie :

Bijlh hungred after death : both chose to win,

or die.

So long they fi^ht, and fill reuenge pursue,
'i'liat laiiitiiig each, tlu nisilues to breathen let,

And oft refri^hed, l)atlill oft renue :

.\s\\hen two Bons with ranclin^^ maliiv met,
Tluir ^^ory sidi-s fn-sh bleeding liercely fret,

Til breathli-sse l)oth them selues aside retire,

Where foniing wrath, their cruell tuskes they
whet, [respire;

\w\ trample th\arth. the whiles tluy M»ay
Then iKU'kc to light ugaine, new breathed and

cnliic.
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So fiersly,when these knights had breathed once,

They gan to fight returne, increasing more
Their puissant force, and cruell rage attonce,

With licaped strokes more hugely, then before,

That with their drerie wounds and bloudy gore

They both deformed, scarsely could be known.
By this sad Vna fraught with anguish sore,

Led with their noise, which through the aire

was thrown,

Arriu'd, w^here they in erth their fruitles bloud

had sown.

46
Whom all so soone as that proud Sarazin

Espide, he gan reuiue the memory
Of his lewd lusts, and late attempted sin,

And left the doubtfuU battell hastily.

To catch her, newly offred to his eie :

But Satyrane with strokes him turning, staid,

And sternely bad him other businesse plie,

Then hunt the steps of pure vnspotted Maid :

Wherewith he all enrag'd, these bitter speaches

said.

47
foolish faeries sonne, what furie mad
Hath thee incenst, to hast thy doleful! fate ?

Were it not better, I that Lady had.

Then that thou hadst repented it too late ?

Mostsencelessemanhe,thathiiTiselfedothhate,

To loue another. Lo then for thine ayd
Here take thy loners token on thy pate.

So they to fight ; the whiles the royall Mayd
Fled farre away, of that proud Paynim sore

afrayd.

48
But that false Pilgrim, which that leasing told,

Being in deed old Archimage, did stay

In secret shadow, all this to behold.

And much reioyced in their bloudy fray

:

But when he saw the Damsell passe away
He left his stond, and her pursewd apace.
In hope to bring her to her last decay.
But for to tell her lamentable cace,

And eke this battels end, will need another
place.

Cant VIL

The Redcrosse knight is captiue tnade

By Gyaunt proud opprest,

Prince Arthur meets with Vtui great-

ly with those newes distrest.

I

What man so wise, what earthly wit so ware,

As to descry the crafty cunning traine,

By which deceipt doth maske in visour faire,

And cast her colours dyed deepe in graine,

To seeme like Truth, whose shape she well can
faine,

And fitting gestures to her purpose frame,

The guiltlesse man with guile to entertaine ?

Great maistresse of her art was that false Dame,
The false Duessa, cloked with Fidessaes name,

2

Wlio when returning from the drery Night,

She fovvnd not in that perilous house of Pryde,

Where she had left, the noble Redcrosse knight,

Her hoped pray, she would no lenger bide,

But forth she went, to seeke him far and wide.

Ere long she fownd, whereas he wearie sate,

To rest him selfe, foreby a fountaine side.

Disarmed all of yron-cotcd Plate,

And by his side his steed the grassy forage ate.

3
.

He feedes vpon the cooling shade, and bayes

His sweatie forehead in the breathing wind,

WTiich through the trembling leaues full gently

playes

Wherein the cherefuU birds of sundry kind

Do chaunt sweet musick, to delight his mind ;

The Witch approching gan him fairely greet,

And with reproch of carclesnesse vnkind
Vpbrayd, for leaning her in place vnmeet.

With fowle words tempring faire, soure gall

with hony sweet.

4
Vnkindnesse past, they gan of solace treat,

And bathe in pleasaunce of the ioyous shadt?,

WTiich shielded them against the boyling heat,

And with greene boughes decking a gloomy
glade,

About the fountaine like a girlond made
;

Wliose bubbling wane did euer freshly well,

Ne cuer would through feruent sommer fade

:

The sacred Nymph,which therein wont to dwell,

Was out of Dianes fauour, as it then befell.
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"he cause was this : one day when Phoebe fayre

With all her band was following the chace,

This Nymph, quite tyr'd with heat of scorching

Satdowne to rest in middest of the race : [ayre

The goddesse wroth gan fowly her disgrace,

And bad the waters, which from her did flow.

Be such as she her selfe was then in place.

Thenceforth her waters waxed dull and slow,

jid all that drunke thereof, did faint and feeble

grow.
^

[ereof this gentle knight vnweeting was,

,\nd lying downe vpon the sandie graile,

Drunke of the streame,ascleare as cristallglas;

Eftsoones his manly forces gan to faile,

And mightie strong was turnd to feeble fraile.

[lis chaunged powres at first them selues not felt,

Till crudled cold his corage gan assaile,

And chearefuU bloud in faintnesse chilldid melt,

i/hich like a feuer fit through all his body swelt.

7

et goodly court he made still to his Dame,
Pourd out in loosnesse on the grassy grownd.
Both carelesse of his health, and of his fame :

Till at the last he heard a dreadfuU sownd,
^Vhich through the wood loud bellowing, did

rclx)wnd,

That all the earth for terrour seemd to shake,

And trees did tremble. Th'Elfe therewith

astownd,

Vjistarted lightly from his looser make,
nd his vnready weapons gan in hand to take.

.
^ r '-'

y

ut ere he could his armour on him dight,

Dr get his shield, his monstrous enimy
^Vith sturdie stqis cune stalking in his sight,

An hideous Geant horrible and hye,

Tluit with his tiilncsse scemdtothreat the skyc,

Hie ground eke gronc-d viidt-r him for dreed
;

[lis liuing like saw ncucr liuiiig eye,

S'e durst Ix-hold : his stature <lid exceed

he hight of three the tallest sonnc-s of mortall

seed.

.9

lie greatest ICarth his vi;routh motlier was,

And blustring /Kaliis his Ixrasted sire,

\V\u) with his breath, wliic li through the world
doth IKLS,

Her holl<»w womb did secretly inspire.

And hid her hidden caues with stornut yre,

Tliat slicronreiu'd ; and trebling the dew time,

In \\lii<h the w •'
• ; f women do exnirr.

[{rought f<»rtl» 1 t iOcM. .i4.».v»c oi earthly

slitnc, Icrinie.

lift vp with omptie wind, and fild with sinfull

lO

So growen great through arrc^ant delight

Of th'high descent, whereof he was yborne.

And through presumption of his matchlesse

might.

All other powresand knighthood he did scorne.

Such now he marcheth to this man forlorne.

And left to losse : his stalking steps are stayde

Vpon a snagg\' Oke, which he had torne

Out of his mothers bowelles, and it made
His mortall mace, wherewith his foemen he

dismayde.

Tliat when the knight he spide, he gan aduance
With huge force and insupportable mayne.
And towardeshim with dreadfuU fury praunce

;

Who haplesse, and eke hopelesse, all in vaine

Did to him pace, sad battaile to darrayne,

Disarmd, disgrast, and inwardly dismayde,

And eke so faint in euery ioynt and vaine,

Through that frailefountaine,which him feeble

made.
That scarsely could he weeld his bootlesse single

blade.
12

Tlie Geaunt strooke so maynly mercilesse,

That could haue ouerthrowiie a stony towre,

And were not heauenly grace, that himdid blessc,

He had bcene pouldred all, as thin as llowre :

But he was wary of that deadly stowre.

And lightly lent from vnderneath the blow :

Vet so exceedmg was the villeins powre.

That with the wind it did him oucrthrow,

.\nd all his sences stound, that still he lav full

As when that diuelisii yron Engin wrought
In deeix-'st Hell, and framd by Furies skill,

With windy Nitre and quick Sulphur fraught.

And ramd with bullet round, ordaind to kill,

Conceiueth lire, the heauens it doth fill

With tlnindring noyse, and all the ayre doth

choke,

That none can brt-ath.nor sec, nor heare at will,

Through smouldry cloud of duskish stincking

smoke,

That th'onely breath him daunts,\Nlio hat lusc-.ipt

the stroke.
If

So (launlc<l wlien the Geaunt saw the knight,

His heauie hand he heaucd vp on live,

.Vndhimtodust thought to haue Ixitlreilquight,

N'ntill l)nai,.i Knid to him gan crye ;

O great Orgof^lio, greatest vndcr skyc,

O lioid thy mortall hand for Uulies sake,

Hold for my sake, and do him not to tlyc,

But vaiujui^ht thine eternall Uindslaue tnake,

Ancl me thy worthy mee<l vnto thy Ix.'nuuj t.ike.
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15

He hearkned, and did stay from further harnics,

To gayne so goodly guerdon, as she spake :

So ^YilHngly slie came into his amies,

Wlio her as wilHngly to grace did take,

if' And was possessed of his new found make.

11 Then vphetookethe slombredsencelesse corse,

y And ere he could out of his swowne awake,

I Him to his castle brought with hastie forse,

Knd in a Dongeon deepe him threw without

remorse.
16

From that day forth Duessa was his dcare.

And highly honourd in his haughtie eye.

He gaue her gold and purple pall to weare.

And triple crowne set on her head full hye,

And her endowd with royall maiestye :

Then for to make her dreaded more of men,
And peoples harts with awfuU terrour tye,

A monstrous beast ybred in filthy fen

He chose, which he had kept long time in dark-

some den.
^7

Such one it was, as that reno\\'med Snake
Which great Alcides in Stretnona slew,

Long fostred in the filth of Lerna lake,

Whose many heads out budding euer new,
Did breed him endlesse labour to subdew :

But this same ^Monster much more vgly was
;

For scucn great heads out of his body grew.

An yron brest, and backe of scaly bras.

And all embrewd in bloud, his eyes did shine as

."" -8

His tayle was stretched out in wondrous length.

That to the house of heauenly gods it raught,

And with extorted powre, and borrow'd

strength,

Theeuer-burninglamps from thence itbrought,

And prowdly threw to ground, as things of

nought

;

And vnderneath his filthy feet did tread

The sacred things, and holy hcasts foretaught.

Vpon this dreadfull Beast w^ith scuenfold head
He set the false Duessa, for more aw and dread.

^?
The wofull Dwarfe, which saw his maisters fall,

Whiles he had keeping of his grasing steed,

And valiant knight become a raytiue thrall.

When all was past, tooke vj) his forlorne weed,
His mightie armour, missing most at need

;

His siluer shield, now idle maisterlesse
;

His poynant spcare, that many made to bleed,

The rueful! monimcnts of heauincsse,

And with them all departcs, to tell his great

distresse.

He had not trauaild long, when on the way
He wofull Ladie, wofull Vna met.

Fast flying from the Paynims greedy pray,

Whilcst Satyrane him from pursuit did let

:

Wlio when her eyes she on the Dwarfe had set.

And saw the signes, that deadly tydings spake,

She fell to ground for sorrowfull regret.

And liuely breath her sad brest did forsake,

Yet might her pitteous hart be scene to pant

and quake.
21

The messenger of so vnhappie newes
Would faine haue dyde : dead was his hart

within.

Yet outwardly some little comfort shewes :

At last recouering hart, he docs begin

To rub her temples, and to chaufe her chin,

And euery tender part does tosse and turnc :

So hardly he the flitted life docs win,

\' nto her natiue prison to retourne :

Then gins her grieued ghost thus to lament and
mourne.

22

Ye dreary instruments of doleful! sight,

That doe this deadly spectacle behold,

Wliy do ye lenger feed on loathed light.

Or liking find to gaze on earthly mould,
Sith cruel! fates the careful! threeds vnfould,

The which my life and loue togetlier tyde ?

Now let the stony dart of sensclesse cold

Perce to my hart, and pas througli euery side.

And let eternal! night so sad sight fro me hide.

23
lightsome day, the lampe of highest lone,

First made by him, mens wandring wayes to

guyde,

When darknesse he in deepest dongeon droue,
Henceforth thy hated face for euer hyde.
And shut vp hcauenswindowcsshyning wyde:
For earthly sight can nought but sorrow breed,

And late repentance, which shall long abyde.
Mine eyes no more on vanitie sliall feed,

But seeled vp with death,shall haue theirdeadly
meed.

24
Then downe againe slie fell vnto the ground

;

But he her quickly reared vj) againe :

Thrise did she sinkeadowne in deadly swownd,
And thrise he her reviu'd with busie paine :

At last when life recouer'd liad the raine,

And ouer-wrestled his strong enemie,
With foltring tong, and trembling euery value,

Tell on (quoth she) the wofull Tragedie,
The whicli these reliques sad present vnto mine

eie.
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empestuous fortune hath spent all her spight,

\nd thrilling sorrow thro\\-ne his vtmost dart

;

rhy sad tongue cannot tell more heauy" plight,

rhen that I feele, and harbour in mine hart

:

>Vlio hath endur'd the whole,can beare each part

.

[f death it be, it is not the first wound,
rhat launched hath my brest with bleeding

smart.

Begin, and end the bitter balefuU stound
;

: lesse, then that I feare, more fauour 1 haue

found.
26

hengan the Dwarfe thewhole discourse declare,

rhe sublill traines of ^bxliitna^o old
;

rhe wanton loues of false Fidessa faire,

Bought with the bloud of vanquisht Paynim
bold

:

[mould
;

rhe wretched payre transform'd to trceii

rhe house of Pride, and perils round about
;

rhe combat, which he \s'\\\\Sansioy did hould
;

riie lucklessc conflict with the Gyant stout,

"herein captiu'd, of life or death he stood in

doubt.
27

le heard with patience all vnto the end,

\nd stroue to maister sorrowfull assay,

kVliich greater grew, the more she did contend,

\nd almost rent her tender hart in tway
;

\nd loue frc-sh coles vnto her fire did lay :

[or greater loue, the greater is the losse.

A'as neuer Ladic loued dearer day,

rhen she did loue the knight of the Rcdcrosse
;

or whose dcarc sake so many troubles her did

tosse. o
28

t last when fcrucnt sorrow slaked was,
>hc vp arose, resoluing him to find

Miue or dead : and forward forth doth pas,

\11 as the Dwarfe the way to hir itssynd :

\tid cuermore in constant r.ircfull mind
' d her wtmnd with fnsh renewed bale ;

tost with stormes, and Ixt with bitter

vMiid,

High oner hils, and low adcjwne the dale,

lie wandred many a wood, and mcasurd many
a vale.

29
^ Irtst she channced by goo<l luij) to meet

•<lly knight, faire marching by the way
lier wilh Itis Scjuirc. arayi<l meet :

!itteraiid armour sliiru<l farre away,
;launring light of I'lorbus brightest ray

;

I top to toe no place ap|Kart <l iKirc,

I III dc-.idly dint of stale endanger may :

Athwart his bnsi a l)aul<iri< k braue he ware,
hat shynd, like twinkling stars, with stons

m<»sl pretious rare.

3°
And in the midst thereof one pretious stone

Of wondrous worth, and eke of wondrous
mights,

Shapt like a Ladies head, exceeding shone.

Like Hesperus emongst the lesser lights,

And stroue for to amaze the weaker sights
;

Thereby his mortall blade full comely hong
In yuory sheath, ycaru'd with curious slights

;

Whose hilts were bumisht gold, and handle

strong

Of mother pearle, and buckled with a golden

tong.
^,

His haughtie helmet, horrid all with gold,

Both glorious brightnesse, and great terrour

bred
;

For all the crest a Dragon did enfold

With greedie pawes, and ouer all did spred

II is golden wings : his dreadfull hideous hed

Close couched on the beuer, seem'd to throw

From flaming mouth bright sparkles fierie red,

That suddeine horror to faint harts did show
;

And scaly tayle was stretcht adowne his backe

full low.

Vpon the top of all his loftie crest,

A bunch of haires discolourd diuersly,

Wilhsprinclcd pearle.and gold full riciilydrest,

Did shake, and seem'd to daunce for iollity,

Like to an Almond tree ymounted hye
On top of greene Selinis all alone.

With blossomes braue bedecked daintily
;

Whose tender locks do tremble euery one

At euery little breath, that vnder heauen is

blowne.
33

His warlike shield all closely couer'd was,

Ne might of mortall eye be cucr scene ;

Not made of Steele, nor of enduring bra<;,

Such earthly mettals soonc consumetl Ix^nc:

l»ut all of Diamond jx-rfect pure and clcene

It framed was, one massie entire mould,

1 lew en ou t of Adinunlrtxke with engines kecnc,

That |H)int of speare it iicuer jx-rcen couUl,

Ne dint of direful! sword diuide the substance

would.
34

The same to wigiit he neucr wont disclose,

Hut when as monsters huge he wouhl dismay,

Or daunt vneciuall armies of his foi-s.

Or when the living hcauens he woukl nfTrny
;

I''or so exceeding shone his glistring my,
That Phtthus goltUn fact- it did attaint.

As when a cloutl his iK-amis doth ouer-lay
;

And siluer Cynthia wexed pale and faint,

As when her face is stnynd with magickc arts

constraint.
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No magicke arts hereof had any might,

Nor bloudie wordes of bold Enchaunters call,

But all that was not such, as seemd in sight.

Before that shield did fade, and suddeine fall

:

And when him list the raskall routes appall,

Men into stones therewith he could transmew.

And stones to dust, and dust to nought at all

;

And when him list the prouder lookes subdew.

He would them gazing blind, or turne to other

hew.
^g

Ne let it seeme, that credence this exceedes,

For he that made the same, was knowne right

weU
To haue done much more admirable deedes.

It Merlin was, which whylome did excell

All liuing wightes in might of magicke spell

:

Both shield, and sword, and armour all he

wrought
For this young Prince, when first to armes he

fell;

But when he dyde, the Faerie Queeneit brought
To Faerie lend, where yet it may be seene, if

sought.
^^

A gentle youth, his dearely loued Squire

His speare of heben wood behind him bare,

Whose harmefuU head,thrice heated in thefire,

Had riuen many a brest with pikehead square;

A goodly person, and could menage faire

His stubborne steed with curbed canon bit.

Who vnder him did trample as the aire.

And chauft, that' any on his backe should sit

;

The yron rowels into frothy fome he bit.

Wlien as this knight nigh to the Ladie drew,

With louely court he gan her entertaine
;

But when he heard her answeres loth, he knew
Some secret sorrow did her heart distraine

:

WTiich to allay, and calme her storming paine,

Faire feeling words he wisely gan display,

And for her humour fitting purpose faine,

To tempt the cause it selfe for to bewray
;

Wherewith emmou'd, these bleeding words she

gan to say.

VSTiat worlds delight, or ioy of liuing speach

Can heart, so plung'd in sea of sorrowes deepe,

And heaped with so huge misfortunes, reach ?

The carefull cold beginneth for to crecpe,

And in my heart his yron arrow steepe,

Soone as I thinke vpon my bitter bale :

Suchhelplesseharmes yts better hidden keepe,/

Then rip vp gricfc, where it may not auaile.

My last left comfort is, my woes to weepe and
waile.
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Ah Ladie deare, quoth then the gentle knight,

Wellmay Iweene,yourgriefeis wondrous great;

For wondrous great griefegroneth in my spright.

Whiles thusi heareyou of your sorrowes treat.

But wofull Ladie let me you intrete.

For to vnfold the anguish of your hart

:

Mishaps are maistred by aduice discrete.

And counsell mittigates the greatest smart

:

Found neuer helpe, who neuer would his hurts

impart.

but (quoth she) great griefe will not be tould.

And can more easily be thought, then said.

Right so
;
(quoth he) but he, that neuer would,

Could neuer : will to might giues greatest aid.

But griefe (quoth she) does greater grow displaid,

If then it find not helpe, and breedes despaire.

Despaire breedes not (quoth he) where faith is

staid.

No faith so fast (quoth she)but flesh does paire.

Flesh may empaire (quoth he) but reason can

repaire.

His goodly reason, and well guided speach

So deepe did settle in her gratious thought,

That her perswaded to disclose the breach,

Wliich loue and fortune in her heart had
wrought, [brought

And said ; Faire Sir, I hope good hap hath

You to inquire the secrets of my griefe,

Or that your wisedome will direct my thought.

Or that your prowesse can me yield reliefe :

Then heare the storie sad, which I shall tell you
briefe.

43
The forlomeMaiden ,whom youreyeshaueseene
The laughing stocke of fortunes mockeries.

Am th'only daughter of a King and Queene,

Whose parents dcare, whilest equall destinies

Did runne about, and their felicities

The fauourable hcauens did not enuy,

Didspread theirrulethrough all the territories,

Which Phison and Euphrates flowcth by.

And Gchons golden waucs doe wash continually.

,
. .

44
Till that their crucll cursed enemy,
i An huge great Dragon horrible in sight,

/ Bred in the loathly lakes of Tartary,

I
With murdrous rauinc, and deuouring might
Their kingdome spoild, and countrey wastec

quight

:

Themselues, for feare into his iawcs to fall,

He forst to castle strong to take their flight,

Where fast cmbard in mightie brasen wall,

He has them now foure yeres besiegd to make
them thrall.
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45
ull many kiiights aduenturous and stout

Haue enterprizd that Monster to subdew ;

From euery coast that heauen walks about,

Haue thither come the noble Martiall crew,

rhat famous hard atchieuements still pursew,

^'et neuer any could that girlond win.

But all still shronke, and still he greater grew

:

\11 they for want of faith, or guilt of sin,

he pitteous pray of his fiercecrueltie haue bin,

t last yledd with farre reported praise,

Aliich flying fame throughout the world had
spred,

3fdoughtieknights,whom Faery landdid raise,

Diat noble order hight of Maidenhed,

Forthwith to court of Gloriaue I sped,

Df Gloriatie great Queene of glory bright,

A'hose kingdomes seat Cleopolis is red,

riiere to obtaine some such redoubted knight,

hat Parents dcare from tyrants powre deliuer

might.
47

t wasmy chance (my chancewas fai reand good)

rhere for to find a fresh vn[)roucd knight,

Aliose manly hands imbrew'd in guiltie blood

[lad neuer bene, ne euer by his might
[lad throwne to ground the vnrcgardcd right

:

Vet of his prowcsse proofe he since hath made
[I witnesse am) in many a cruell fight

;

rhe groning ghosts of many one dismaide

aue felt the bitter dint of his aucnging blade.

48
nd ye the forlorne rehfjucs of his |X)wrc,

His byting sword, and his deuouringspeare,
A'hich haue endured many a dreadful! stowrc,

3an spcake his prowcsse, that did earst you
fx»are,

\nd well could rule: nowbehathleftyouhearc,
Fo Ix: the record of his rueful! losse,

\ii'! of my c|«jUfull disaufnturons dearc :

uie record of the gcxni Kalnossf,

liaue you left your Lord. tli;it (ould so
well you tossc ?

49
I ••II lioiH.-<| I, and faire Uginiiiiigs lia«i,

riiit lie my cajitiiic laiigour should re<liriiK',

II vnweeting, an 1'!ih liauiiter bad
ncc uIhimI, and made l»im to misdecine

Uy loyalty, not such as it did sceme ;

riuit rather death desire, then such dcspight.

He iud^e yc he-auens, that all things right

extreme,

[low I liini Ifm'd, and loue with all my might,
3 lh«)iiu;hi I eke of him. aii<l thitike 1 thou^'ht

aright.
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Thenceforth me desolate he quite forsooke,

To wander, where wilde fortune would me lead,

And other bywaies he himselfe betooke.

Where neuer foot of liuing wight did tread,

That brought not backe the baleful! body dead;
In which him chaunced false Duessa meete,

Mine onely foe, mine onely deadly dread,

Wlio with her witclicraft and misseemingsweete,
Inueigled him to follow her desires vnmeete.

At last by subtil! sleights she him betraid

\'nto his foe, a Gyant huge and tall.

Who him disarmed, dissolute, dismaid,

\'nwares surprised, and with mightie mall

The monster mercilesse him made to fall.

Whose fall did neuer foe before behold
;

And now in darkesome dungeon, wretched

thrall,

Remedilesse, for aie he doth him hold
;

Tliis is my cause of griefe, more great, then

may be told.

Ere she had ended all, she gan to faint

:

But he her comforted and faire bcspake,

Ccrtes, Madame, ye liauc great cause of plaint,

Tliat stoutest heart, I weene, could cause to

quake.

But be of cheare, and comfort to you take :

For till I haue acquit your ca[itiue knight.

Assure your selfe, I will you not forsake.

His chearefuU words reuiu'd her chearclesse

spright, [euer right.

So fortli they went, the Dwarfe them guiding

Can/, nil.

Faire virgin to rcdt'ctne her dane

brings Arthur to the fight

:

Who slaves the Gyant, uvunJs the beast,

and strips Duessa quight.

.\v me, how manv perils doe eiitold

The righteous man, to make him daily fall ?

Were not , that heauenly grace doth him \phold.

And sti'ilfast truth acqiiite him out of ull.

Her loue is tirme, her care contiiuiall,

.So oft as he through his owne foolish pride.

Or weaknesse is to sinfuH Uimls niade thrall :

ICIse shouKl this Judirosse knight in Uuids

haue <lyde, (thither gtiide.

For whose deliuerunce she this rrincx* iloth
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They sadly traueild thus, vntill ihey came
Nigh to a castle builded strong and hie :

Then cryde the Dwarfe, lo yonder is the same,

In which my Lord my liege doth lucklesse lie,

Thrall to that Gyants hateful! tyrannie :

Therefore, deareSir,yourmightiepowres assay.

The noble knight alighted by and by
From loftie steede, and bad the Ladie stay,

To see what end of fight should him befall that

day.

3 .

So with the Squire, th'admirer of his might.

He marched forth towards that castle wall
;

Whose gates he found fast shut,ne liuing wight

To ward the same, nor answere commers call.

Then tooke that Squire an home of bugle small,

Wliich hong adowne his side in twisted gold.

And tassels gay. Wyde wonders ouer all

Of that same homes great vertues weren told,

\Miich had approued bene in vses manifold.

Was neuerwight, that heard thatshrillingsound,

But trembling feare did feele in euery vaine
;

Three miles it might be easie heard around,

And Ecchoes three answerd it selfe againe :

No false enchauntment, nor deceiptfull traine

Might once abide the terror of that blast,

But presently was voide and wholly vaine :

No gate so strong, no locke so firme and fast,

But with that percing noise flew open quite, or

brast.

5
The same before the Geants gate he blew,

That all the castle quaked from the ground.

And euery dore of freewill open flew.

The Gyant selfe dismaied with that sownd,
Wliere he with his Duessa dalliance fownd,

In hast came rushing forth from inner bowre.

With staring countenance sterne, as one

astownd, [stowre

And stiiggering steps, to wcet, what suddcin

Had wrought that horror strange, and dar'd his

dreaded powre.

6

And after him the proud Duessa came,
High mounted on her manyheaded beast,

And euery head with fyrie tongue did flame.

And euery head was crowned on his creast.

And bloudie mouthed with late crutll feast.

That when the knight beheld, his mightie shild

Vpon his manly arme he soone addrcst.

And at him fiercely flew, with courage fild,

And cgcr greedinesse through euery member
thrild.

Therewith the Gyant buckled him to fight,

Inflam'd with scornefuU wrath and highdisdaine.

And lifting vp his dreadfull club on hight.

All arm'd with ragged snubbes and knottie graine,

Him thought at first encounter to haue slaine.

But wise and warie was that noble Pere,

And lightly leaping from so monstrous maine.

Did faire auoide the violence him nere ;

It booted nought, to thinke, such thunderbolts

to beare.
o

Ne shame he thought to shunne so hideous

might

:

The idle stroke, enforcing furious way,
]\Iissing the marke of his misaymed sight

Did fall to ground, and with his heauie sway
So deepely dinted in the driuen clay,

That three yardes deepe a furrow vp did throw

:

The sad earth wounded with so sore assay.

Did grone full grieuous vnderneath the blow.
And trembling with strange feare, did like an

earthquake show.

9
As when almightie loue in wrathfull mood,
To wreake the guilt of mortall sins is bent,

Ilurles forth his thundring dart with deadly food,

Enrold in flames, and smouldring dreriment.

Through riuen cloudes and molten firmament

;

The fierce threeforked engin making way.
Both loftie towrcs and highest trees hath rent.

And all that might his angrie passage stay.

And shooting in the earth, casts vp a mount of

clay.
lO

His boystrous club, so buried in the ground,

He could not rearen vp againe so light.

But that the knight him at auantage found,

And whiles he stroue his combrcd clubbe to quight

Out of the earth, with blade all burning bright

He smote off his left arme, which like a blocke

Did fall to ground, dcpriu'd of natiue might

;

Large streames of bloud out of the truncked

stocke

Forth gushed, like fresh water streame from
riuen rocke.

II

Dismaied with so desperate deadly wound.
And eke impatient of vnwonted paine.

He loudly bra^'d with beastly yelling sound.

That all the fields rebellowed againe
;

As great a novse, as when in Cymbrian plaine

An iieard of Bulles,whom kindly ragedoth sting,

Do for the milkie mothers want comjilaine.

And fill the fields with troublous bellowing,

The neighbour woods aroimd with hollow

murmur ring.
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12

rhat when his deare Diiessa heard, and saw
The euill stowTid, that daungerd her estate,

Vnto his aide she hastily did draw
Her dreadfull beast, who swolne with bloud of

late

Came ramping forth with proud presumpteous

gate,

Andthreatnedall his heads Hke flaming brands.

But him the Squire made quickly to retrate,

Encountring fierce with single sword in hand,

\nd twixt him and his Lord did like a bul-

warke stand.

rhe proud Duessa full of wrathful! spight,

And fierce disdaine, to be affronted so,

Enforst her purple beast with all her might

That stop out of the way to ouerthroe,

Scorning the let of so vnequall foe :

But nathcmore would that courageous swayne
To her yeeld passage, gainst his Lord to goe.

But with outrageous strokes did himrestraine,

\nd with his bodie bard the way atwixt them
twaine.

14

rhen tooke the angrie witch her golden cup,

Wliichstill she bore, re[)lete with magick artes

;

Death and despeyre did many thereof sup,

And secret jKn-eon througli their inner parts,

Tli'eternall bale of hcauie wounded hurls
;

Which after charmes and some enchaunt-

ments said.

She li^'htly sprinkled on his weaker parts
;

Therewith hissturdie courage soone wasfjuuyd,

\nd all his senses were with suddeinc dread

dismayd.

50 downc he fell before the cruell beast,

Who (m his necke his bloudie rluwes did sc'ze,

Tliut life ni;^'h crusht out of his panting brest

:

No |K)wre lie had to stirre, nor will to ri/.e.

That wlien the r.ircfull kiiij^lit ^mu well auisc,

He li^^litly left the f(x', with whom he fought,

And to the Ixr.ist gan turnc liis enterprise
;

For wondrous anguish in his hart it wrought,

Fo sec his loucd Sfjuirc into such thraldome
brought. .

\in\ lii|^li aduauruing his blou<l-thirstie blade,

Stroke one of lh«>se defornu<l lieads so sore,

That of his puissance |)r()ud cnsamplc made
;

His monstrous s(-.il|H'<lownetoliisie(ti» it tore,

And that misforrncd slia|>c n>is-sha|H'd more :

A st-ji of bloud ^'usht from the ^japing wound,
Tliat hcrgavj'armcntsslavnd uilii liltliy gore,

And onrrllowrd all the liild aroiniii ;

riiaf (iiicr shoos in blou<l In." wader! on the

i;round.

Thereat he roared for exceeding paine.

That to haue heard, great horror would haue
bred, [traine.

And scourging th'emptie ayre with his long

Through great impatience of his grieued hed
His gorgeous ryder from her loftie sted

WGuldhauccastdowne,andtrodindurtiemyre,
Had not the Gyant soone her succoured

;

\Mio all enrag'd with smart and franticke yre,

Came hurthng in full fierce, and forst the knight

retyre.
^3

The force, which wont in two to be disperst.

In one alone left hand he now Miites,

Wliich is through rage more strong then both

were erst

;

With wliich his hideous club aloft he dites,

And at his foe with furious rigour smites,

TliatstrongestOake might seemetoouerihrow:
The stroke vpon his shield so heauie lites.

That to the ground it doublelli liim full low :

\Miat mortal! wight could euer beare so mon-
strous blow ?

And in his fall his shield, that couercd was,

Did loose his vele by chauncc, and open flew :

The lii;ht wliereof, that heauens light did pas,

Such blazing bri^hlncsse through tiie aier threw,

That eye mote not the same endure to vew.
Which when the Civaunt spyde with staring eye.

He downe let fall his arme, and soft withdrew
His weapon huge, that heaued was on hve

Lor to haue slaine the man, that on the ground
did lye.

' 20

And eke the fruitfull-hcadcd beast, amaz'd
At fl:ushing Ixames of that sunshiny shield.

Became starke blind, and all his senses daz'd,

That downe he lumblal on the durtie held,

And seem'd hiinselfe as conquereil to yieUl.

Whom when his mu>'t ress^' proud jxTci-iuM to fall

.

Whiles yet his fetble feet for faintnessc reeld.

Vnto the (iyant loudly she gan call,

O heli>c Oreoplio, hclj)^^ else we ix-rish all.

At her so i)itteous cry was much amtHuiM
Her champion stout, ami for toayde his frend,

Againc his wonteil angry wrai)on prcxiu'd :

But all in vaine : for he has read Ins end
In that bright shield, and all their font's sixMid

Thcmsclues in vaine : (or since that glauncing

sight.

He hath no )H)\\re to luirt, nor to defeml :

Aswlifrcth'Aliiiij*liti«sliglitningbronddi«slig|it

,

It dininu"s the ilazed eyen, anil ilaunls the

srnsi-s (juight.

c 3
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Whom when the Prince, to battell new addrest,

Andthreatninghighhisdreadfullstrokedidsee,

His sparkUng blade about his head he blest,

And smote off quite his right leg by the knee,

That downe he tombled ; as an aged tree,

High growing on the top of rocky clift,

\Miose hartstrings with keene Steele nigh

hewen be,

The mightie trunck halfe rent, with ragged rift

Doth roll adowne the rocks, and fall with feare-

fuU drift.

Or as a Castle reared high and round.

By subtile engins and malitious slight

Is vndermined from the lowest ground.

And her foundation forst, and feebled quight,

At last downe falles,and with her heaped hight

Her hastie ruine does more heauie make,
And yields it selfe vnto the victours might

;

Such was this Gyauntsfall, thatseemd to shake

The stedfast globe of earth, as it for feare did

quake.
. . ^^ .

The knight then lightly leaping to the pray,

With mortall Steele him smot againe so sore,

That headlesse his vnweldy bodie lay.

All wallowd in his owne fowle bloudy gore,

Which flowed from his wounds in wondrous
store.

But soone as breath out of his breast did pas,

That huge great body, which the Gyaunt bore.

Was vanisht quite, and of that monstrous mas
Was nothing left, but like an emptie bladder

U hose grieuous fall, when false Duessa spide,

Her golden cup she cast vnto the ground.
And crowned mitre rudely threw aside

;

Such percing griefe her stubborne hart did

wound.
That she could not endure that doleful! stoun

But leauing all behind her, fled away :

The light-foot Squireherquicklyturnd around,
And by hard meanes enforcing her to stay.

So brought vnto his Lord, as his deserued pray.

26

Tlie royall Virgin, which beheld from farre,

In pensiue plight, and sad perplexitie,

ThewholeatchieuementofthisdoubtfuUwarre,
Came running fast to greet his victorie.

With sober gladnesse, and myld modestie,

And with sweet ioyouscheare him thus bespake

;

Faire braunch of noblesse, flowre of cheualrie,

That with your worth the world amazed make,
How shall I quite the paines, ye suffer for my

sake }

27

And you fresh bud of vertue springing fast.

Whom these sad eyes saw nigh vnto deaths

dore,

\Miat hath poore Virgin for such perill past,

Wherewith you to reward ? Accept therefore

My simple selfe, and seruice euermore
;

And he that liigh does sit, and all things see

With equall eyes, their merites to restore.

Behold what ye this day haue done for mee,
And what I cannot quite, requite with vsuree.

28

But sith the heauens, and your faire harideling

Haue made you maister of the field this day,

Your fortune maister eke with gouerning,

And well begun end all so well, I pray,

Ne let that wicked woman scape away
;

For she it is, that did my Lord bethrall.

My dearest Lord, and deepe in dongeon lay.

Where he his better dayes hath wasted all.

heare, how piteous he to you for ayd does call.

Forthwith he gaue in charge vnto his Squire,

That scarlot whore to keepen carefully
;

Whiles he himselfe with grecdie great desire

Into the Castle entred forcibly,

Wliere lining creature none he did espye ;

Then gan he lowdly through the house to call

:

But no man car'd to answere to his crye.

There .raignd a solcmne silence ouer all,

NofyVoice was heard, nor wight was seene in

'•owre or hall.

It last with creeping crooked pace forth came
An old old man, with beard as white as

snow,

That on a staffe his feeble steps did frame,

And guide his wearie gate both too and fro :

For his eye sight him failed long ygo.

And on his arme a bounch of keyes he bore,

The which vnuscd rust did ouergrow :

Those were the keyes of euery inner dore.

But he could not them vse, but kept them still

in store.

But very vncouth sight was to behold,

How he did fixshion his vntoward pace,

For as he forward moou'd his looting old,

So backward still was turnd his wrincled face,

Vnlike to men, who euer as they trace.

Both feet and face one way are wont to lead.

This was tlie auncient keeper of that place,

And foster father of the Gyant dead
;

His name I^naro did his nature right aread.
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His reuerend haires and holy grauitie

The knight much honord, as beseemed well,

And gently askt, where all the people bee,

Which in that stately building wont to dwell.

WTio answerd him full soft, he could not tell.

Againe he askt, where that same knight was

layd.

Whom great Orgoglio with his puissaunce fell

Had made his caytiue thrall ; againe he sayde,

He could not tell : ne euer other answere made.

.
^^

Then asked he, which way he in might pas :

He could not tell, againe he answered.

Thereat the curteous knight displeased was,

And said, Old sire, it seemcs thou hast not red

How ill it sits with that same siluer hed

In vaine to mocke, or mockt in vaine to bee :

But if thou be, as thou art pourtrahed

With natures pen, in ages graue degree,

Aread in grauer wise, what I demaund of thee.

34
His answere likewise was, he could not tell.

\Miose sencelesse sj^each, and doted ignorance

Wlien as the noble Prince had marked well,

lie ghcst his nature by his countenance,

And calmd his wrath with goodly tcmi)erance.

Then to him stepping, from his arme did reach

Those keyes,and made himselfe free cnterance.

Each dore he o|H;ncd without any breach
;

There was no l»rre to stop, nor foe him to

cmpcach.
35

Tlicrc all within full rich arayd he found,

With royall arras and resplendent gold.

And did with store of eucry tiling abound,
That greatest Princes presence might Ix-hold.

I'.ut all the floore (too filthy to he told)

With bloud of guilllcssc balx-s, and innocents

trew, [fold,

Wliirli there were slainc, as shcepc out of the

Delilcd was, that dreadfull was to vew,
Arul sacred ashes oner it was st rowed new.

And there Ix-side u[ niurblc str)ne was built

An .AUare, airu'd with ninning imagery,

(hi which true Christians blond was often spilt,

And holy .Martyrs «)flen d<K-ii to dye,

With rruell malice and strong tyranny :

Whfjsc blessed sprites from vnderneath the

stone

To ('fO<l for vengeance cryde cotitinually,

Afidwithcreat gritfewcreoftcn heard togrtiiie.

Til I heart would bleede, to heart their

, .lone.

37
Through eueryrovNTne besought,andeuer\-bowT,

But no where could he find that wofull thrall

:

At last he came vnto an yron doore.

That fast was lockt, but key found not at all

Emongst that bounch, to open it withall

;

But in the same a little grate was pight,

Through which he sent his voyce, and lowd
did call

With all his powre, to weet, if lining wight

Were housed therewithin, whom he enlargen

might.
^g

Therewith an hollow, dreary, murmuring voyce
Thesepiteous plaintsand dolours did resound ;

who is that, which brings me happy choyce

Of death, that here lye dying euery stound,

Vet line perforce in balefull darkenesse bound?
For now three Moones haue changed thrice

their hew, [ground,

And haue beene thrice hid vniderneath the

Since I the heauens chearefull face did vew,

welcome thou, that doest of death bring

tydings trew.

WTiich when that Champion heard, with perc-

ing point

Of jntty deare his hart was thrilled sore,

And trembling horrour ran through euery ioynt,

P'or ruth of gentle knight so fowle forlore

:

\\ liicli shaking olT, he rent that yron dore,

With furious force, and indignation fell

;

Where entred in, his foot could find no f^ore,

But all a decpe descent, as darke as hell,

That breathed euer forth a tilthie banefull smell.

40
But neither darkenesse fowle, nor filthy Ixinds,

Nor noyous smell his pur|X)sc could withhold,

(Entire affection hateth nicer hands)

P>iit that with ct)nstantzeale,and courage bold,

;\fter long j)aiiies and laUnirs manifold.

He found thenieanes that Prisoner vptoroarc;

Whose feeble thiglus, vnhable to vphold

1 lis j)i!ied corse,liimsairse to light couMlx.'are,

.\ ruefull sjxjctacle of death and ghastly drcrc.

41

His sad dull eyes dee|>e sunck in hollow pits,

Could not cmlure tli'viiwonted suiine to view ;

His Uire thin cheekes for want of Ktier bits,

.And empty sides deceiued of their dew,
Could make a stony hart his hap to rew ;

lli> rawUiiieariiKS, wlutse might ybrawncil Ikiwts

Were wont to riue Steele plates.and helmets lu-w,

\\ rtc'cli-ane (diisunrd,aiid all his vit.ill jH>wri"S

Der.ivd, ami all his Ik-sh slironk vj) like

withered (low res.
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\Miom when his Lady saw, to him she ran

U'ith hasty ioy : to see him made her glad,

And sad to view his visage pale and wan,

Whoearst in flowres of freshest youthwas clad.

Tho when her well of teares she wasted had,

She said, Ah dearest Lord, what euill starre

On you hath fround, and pourd his influence bad,

That of your selfe ye thus berobbed arre,

And this misseeming hew your manly looks

doth marre ?

43
But welcome now my Lord, in wele or woe,

Whose presence I haue lackt too long a day ;

And fie on Fortune mine auowed foe.

Whose wrathfuU wreakes them selues do now
alay.

And for these wrongs shall treble penaunce pay
Of treble good : good growes of euils priefe.

Thechearelesse man,whom sorrow did dismay.

Had no delight to treaten of his griefe
;

His long endured famine needed more reliefe.

.44
Faire Lady, then said that victorious knight,

The things, that grieuous were to do, or beare.

Them to renew, I wote, breeds no delight

;

Best musicke breeds fdelight in loathing eare :

But th'onely good, that growes of passed feare,

Is to be wise, and ware of like agein.

This dayes ensample hath this lesson deare

Deepe written in my heart with yron pen.

That blisse may not abide in state of mortall

men.
45

Henceforth sir knight, take to you wonted
strength.

And maister these mishaps with patient might;
Loe where your foe lyes stretcht in monstrous

length,

And loe that wicked woman in your sight.

The roote of all your care,and wretched plight.

Now in your powre, to let her Hue, or dye.

To do her dye (quoth Vna) were despight,

And shame t'auenge so weake an enimy
;

But spoile her of herscarlot robe, and let her fly.

46
So as she bad, that witch they disaraid.

And robd of royall robes, and purple pall,

And ornaments that riclily were displaid ;

Ne spared they to strip her naked all.

Then when they had despoild her tire and call,

Such as she was, their eyes might her behold.

That her misshaped parts did them appall,

A loathly, wrinckled hag, ill fauoured, old,

Wliose secret filtli good manners biddeth not be

told.

47
Her craftie head was altogether bald,

And as in hate of honorable eld.

Was ouergrowne with scurfe and filthy scald ;

Her teeth out of her rotten gummes were feld.

And her sowre breath abhominably smeld
;

Her dried dugs, like bladders lacking wind.

Hongdowne,and filthy matter fromthem weld

;

Her wTizled skin as rough, as maple rind.

So scabby was, that would haue loathd all

womankind.

48
Her neather parts, the shame of all her kind,

]My chasterMuse forshamedoth blush to write;

But at her rompe she growing had behind

A foxes taile, with dong all fowly dight

;

Andekeherfeetemost monstrous wereinsight;
For one of them was like an Eagles claw.

With griping talaunts armd to greedy fight,

The other like a Beares vneuen paw

:

More vgly shape yet neuer liuing creature saw.

.49
\Miich when the knights beheld, amazd they

were.

And wondred at so fowle deformed wight.

Such then (said Vna) as she sccmcth here,

Such is the face of falshood, such the sight

Of fowle Ditessa, when her borrowed light

Is laid away, and counterfesaunce knowne.
Thus when they had the witch disrobed quight.

And all her filthy feature open showne,

They let her goe at will, and wander wayes
vnkno^^^le.
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She flying fast from heauens hated face.

And from the world that her discouercd wide,
Fled to the wastfuU ^\ ildcrnesse apace,

From liuing eyes her oj:)en shame to hide,

And lurkt in rocks and caucs long vnespide.

But that faire crew of knights, and Vna faire

Did in that castle afterwards abide,

To rest them selues, and weary powrcs rcpaire,

Wliere store they found of all, tliat dainty was and rare.
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Cant IX.

His hues and lignage Arthur tells :

The knights knit friendly bands :

Sir Treuisanfliesfrom Despayre,

Whovi Redcrosse knight withstands.

I

goodly golden chaine, wherewith yfere

The vertues linked are in loucly wize :

And noble minds of yore allyed were,

In braue poursuit of cheualrous emprize.

That none did others safety dcspize,

Nor aid enuy to him, in need that stands.

But friendly each did others prayse deuize

How to aduauncc with fauourablc hands,

As this good Prince redeemd the Redcrosse

knight from bands.

2

Who when their powres, empaird through

labour long,

With dew repast they had recurcd well,

And that wcake captiue wight now wexed
strong,

Them list no lenger there at Icasure dwell,

But forward fare, as their aduentures fell.

But ere they parted, Vna faire besought

That straunger knighthis nameand nation tell

;

Least so great gfKxl, as he for her had wrought.

Should die vnknown, and buried be in thank-

Icsse thought.

Faire virgin (said the I'rince) ye mc require

A thing without the romj/as of my wit :

For Ixjth the lignage and the certain Sire,

From which I sprong, from mc are hidden yit.

For all so soone as life did me admit
Into this world, and shewed hcauens light,

From mothers pap I taken was vnlit

:

And streight deliucred to a Faery knight,

To Ix: vpbrought in gentle thewcs and martiall

might.
4

\ nto olfl Timon he me brought byliuc.

Old Twtott, who in ytHilhly yevires hath bccrie

In warlike fcates tlTexiK-rtcst m;in aliuc,

And is the wisest now on earth I wcenc
;

His «lwclling is low in a valley greenc,

Vrider the foot of Rauran mossy hore,

I'rDtn whence the riner /W as sihur cleenc

His tombliiig billdwes rolls with gentle rore :

Tlierc nil my daycs he traind me vp in verluous
lore.

Thither the great Magicien Merlin came,
As was his vse, ofttimes to visit me :

For he had charge my discipline to frame,

And Tutours nouriture to ouersee.

Him oft and oft I askt in priuitie,

Of what loines and what lignage I did spring

:

Whose aunswere bad me still assured bee,

That I was sonne and heire vnto a king,

As time in her iust terme the truth to light

should bring. ,

Well worthy impe, said then the Lady gent,

And Pupill fit for such a Tutours liand.

But what aduenture, or what high intent

Hath brought you hither into Faery land,

Aread Prince Arthur, crowne of Martiall band ?

Full hard it is (quoth he) to read aright

The course of heauenly cause, or vnderstand
The secret meaning of th'eternall might.

That rules mens waycs,and rules the thoughts of

lining wight.

For whither he through fatal! deepe foresight

Me hither sent, for cause to me vnghest.

Or that fresh bleeding wound, which day and
night

Whilome doth rancle in my riucn brest,

With forced fury following his behest,

Me hither brought by waycs yet neucr found,
Vou to haue hel[)t I hold my selfe yet blest.

Ah curteous knight (quoth she) what secret

wound
Could euer find, to gricue the gentlest liart on

ground .>

g
Dearc Dame (quoth he) you sleeping sjxirkcs

awake,

Whi(htr()ublcdoncc,intohuge flames will grow,
Ne euer will their feruent fury slake.

Till lining moysture into smoke do llow,

.And wasted life do l)e in ashis low.

\'et sithens silence ksseneth not my lire,

l'>ut told it flames, and hidden it dcx^s glow,

I will reuele, what ye so much desire :

.\h Louc, lay downe thy l)ow, the whiles I may
respire.

.

'^

It was in fn-shi'st flow re of youthly yeares,

When courage first dots cree|K» in manly chest,

Then first the co;ile of kindly heat ap|Hares
To kindle lone in enerv lining brest

;

But me had warnd old Ttmotis wise Inhest,

Those creeping llanies by reason to snUlew,
lU-forc their rage grew to so great vnrest,
As miserable loners vse to rew.

Which still wex old in wt)e, whiles woe still

\\( xetli iiiw.
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That idle name of loue, and louers life,

As losse of time, and vertues enimy

I euer scornd, and ioyd to stirre vp strife,

In middest of their mournfuU Tragedy,

Ay wont to laugh, when them I heard to cry,

And blow the fire, which them to ashes brent

:

Their God himselfe, grieu'd at my libertie,

Shot many a dart at me with fiers intent,

But I them warded all with war}- gouernment.

II

But all in vaine : no fort can be so strong,

Ne fleshly brest can armed be so sound,

But will at last be wonne with battrie long,

Or vnawares at disauantage found
;

Nothing is sure, that groweson earthly ground:

And who most trustes in arme of fleshly might,

And boastSjin beauties chaine not to be bound,

Doth soonest fall in disauentrous fight,

And yeeldes his caytiue neck to victours most

despight.

12

Ensample make of him your haplesse ioy.

And of my selfe now mated, as ye see
;

Wliose prouder vaunt that proud auenging boy
Did soone pluck downe, and curbd my libertie.

For on a day prickt forth with iollitie

Of looser life, and heat of hardiment,

Raunging the forest wide on courser free.

The fields, the floods, the heauens with one

consent

Did seeme to laugh on me, and fauour mine
intent.

For-wearied with my sports, I did alight

From loftiesteed,and downe to sleepe melayd;

The verdant gras my couch did goodly dight.

And pillow was my helmet faire displayd :

/v Whiles euery sence the humour sweet embayd,
) And slombring soft my hart did steale away.

Me seemed, by my side a royall Mayd
Her daintie limbes full softly down did lay :

So faire a creature yet saw neuer sunny day.

Most goodly glee and louely blandishment

She to me made, and bad me loue her deare,

For dearely sure her loue was to me bent.

As when iust time expired should appeare.

But whether dreames delude, or true it were,

Was neuer hart so rauisht with delight,

Ne liuing man like words did euer heare,

As she to me deliuered all that night

;

And at her parting said, She Queene of Faeries

hight.

Wlien I awoke, and found her place deuoyd.

And nought but pressed gras,where shehad lyen,

I sorrowed all so much, as earst I ioyd.

And washed all her place with watry eyen.

From that day forth I louM that f

a

cgj^juing,

;

From that day forth I cast~in carefull mind,
To seeke her out with labour, and long tyne,

And neuer vow to rest, till her I find,

Nine monethes I seeke in vaine yet ni'll that

vow vnbind.

i6

Thus as he spake, his visage wexed pale.

And chaunge of hew great passion did be\NTay;

Yet still he stroue to cloke his inward bale,

And hide the smoke, that did his fire display,

Till gentle Vfia thus to him gan say
;

happy Queene of Faeries, that hast found

Mongst many, one that with his prowesse may
Defend thine honour, and thy foes confound :

True Loues are often sown, but seldom grow on
ground.

Thine, then, said the gentle Redcrosse knight,

Next to that Ladies loue, shalbe the place,

fairest virgin, full of heauenly light,

Whose wondrous faith, exceeding earthly race,

Was firmest fixt in mine extremest case.

And you, my Lord, the Patrone of my life.

Of that great Queene may well gaine worthy
grace

:

For onely worthy you through prowes priefe

Yf liuing man mote worthy be, to be her liefe.

i8

So diuersly discoursing of their loues,

The golden Sunne his glistring head gan shew,

And sadremembrauncenow the Princeamoues.

With fresh desire liis voyage to pursew

:

Als Vim earnd her traueill to renew, [bynd,

Then those two knights, fast friendship for to

And loue establish each to other Xxtw,

Gaue goodly gifts, the signes of gratefuU m\nd,
And eke as pledges firme, right hands together

ioynd.

Prince Arthur gaue a boxe of Diamond sure,

Embowd with gold and gorgeous ornament.

Wherein were closd few drops of liquor pure,

Of wondrous worth, and vertue excellent,

Tliat any wound could hcale incontinent

:

Which to requite,the RedcrosseVx\\^\\\. himgaue
A booke, wliercin his Saueours testament

Was writ with golden letters ricli and braue
;

A worke of wondrous grace, and able soules to

saue. tjx^'vV/t^
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rhus beene they parted, Arthur on his vray

To seeke his loue, and th' other for to fight

With Vftaes foe, that all her realnie did pray.

But she now weighing the decayed pHght,

And shrunken synewes of her chosen knight.

Would not a while her forward course pursew,

Ne bring him forth in face of dreadfull fight,

Till he recouered had his former hew

:

For him to be yet weake and wearie well she

knew.
21 ,

5o as they traueild, lo they gan espy

An armed knight towards them gallop fast,

That seem.ed from some feared foe to fiy.

Or other griesly thing, that him agast.

Sjill as he fk-d, his eye wqs backward cast,

As if his feare stnTfollowcd him behind;

Als flew his steed, as he his bands had brast.

And with his winged heeles did tread the

wind,

\s he had beene a fole of Pegasus his kind.

22 ^

N'igh as he drew, they might perceiue his head
To be vnarmd, and curld vncombed heares

V|)staring stifle, dismayd with vncouth dread

;

Nor drop of bloud in all his face appeares

Nor life in limbe : and to increase his feares.

In fowle rc[)roch of knigiithoods faire degree,

Alx)ut his neck an hempen rope he weares,

That with his glistring amies does ill agree
;

But he of roi^c or armcs has now no mcmorec.

The Redcrosse knight toward him crossed fast,

To WL'ct, what mister wigiit was so dismayd:
There him he finds all sencelcsse and aghast.

That of him sclfe he seemd to \k afrayd
;

Whom hardly he from fl\'ing forward stayd,

Till he these wordes to iiim deliucr miglit
;

Sir knight, ari-.id who hath ye thus arayd,

And eke from whom make ye this hasty flight:

For ncuer knight 1 saw in such missccming
plight.

24

He answcrd nought at all, but adding new
Frare to his first ama/nK-nt. staring wide
With stony eyes, and hartU'>se hollow hew,
Astonisht stoofl, as one that had aspi<le

Infcrnall furies, with their chaines vntidc.

Ilitn yet againe, and yet againe iK'sjuke

Tlicgfrulc knight ; who nought to him ri-plide,

But irrmbling cvhtv ioynl fjifl inly (luake,

And foltriiif; tongue at last these words syeiiy^j

forth tunhake.

For Gods deare loue, Sir knight, do me not stay;

For loe he comes, he comes fast after mee.

Eft lookingbacke would faine haue runne away;

But he him forst to stay, and tellen free

The secret cause of his perplexitie :

Yet nathemore by his bold harlie speach,

Could his bloud-frosen hart emboldned bee,

But throughhisboldnesse rather fearedid reach,

Yet forst, at last he made through silence

suddein breach.

26

And am I now in safetie sure (quoth he)

From him, that would haue forced me to dye ?

And is the point of death now turnd fro mee,

That I may tell this haplesse history ?

Feiire nouglit : (quoth he) nodaungernow is nye.

Then shall I you recount a ruefull cace,

(Said he) the which with this vnlucky eye

1 late beheld, and had not greater grace

Me reft from it, had bene partaker of the place

27

I lately chaunst (Would I had neuer chaunst)

With a faire knight to keeix'n companee,
Sir Teruin hight, that well himselfe aduaunst

In all afTaires, and was both bold and free,

But not so liaj^pie as mote happie bee :

He lou'd, as was his lot, a Ladie gent,

That him againe lou'd in the least degree:

For she was proud, and of too high intent.

And ioyd to see her louer languish and kmcnt.

28

""rom whom returning sad and comfortlesse,

As on the way together we ilid fare.

We met that vilkn (God from him me blesse)

That cursed wight, from N\hom 1 scapt why
lea re,

A man of hell, that cals himselfe Dfspatre :

Who first vs greets, and after faire areecTes

Of tydings strange, and of aduentures rare :

So creeping ck>se. as Snake in hidden weedes,

liiquireth of our states, and of our knightly

deedes.

29
Which when he knew, and felt our feeble iiarts

l".ml)<)st with Uile, and bitter byting griefe.

Which loue had launched with his deadly darts.

With wounding words tind tenncs of foulc

repriefe

He pluckt from vs all hojx? of due relicfe,

Tluit earst vs luM in loue of lingring life :

Then h(»i>elesse hart K-ssi-.j^MU the cunning thiete

iVrswade vs die, to stint all further strif*- :

To ine he lent this ro|)e, to him a lustie knife.
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30
With which sad instrument of hastie death.

That wofuU louer, loathing lenger hght,

A wide way made to let forth liuing breath.

But I more fearefull, or more luckie wight,

Dismayd with that deformed dismall sight,

Fled fast away, halfe dead with dying feare :

Ne yet assur'd of life by you, Sir knight,

Wliose like infirmitie like chaunce may beare :

But God you neuer let his charmed speeches

heare.

How may a man (said he) with idle speach

Be wonne, to spoyle the Castle of his health ?

I wote (quoth he) whom triall late did teach.

That like would not for all this worldes wealth

:

His subtill tongue, like dropping honny,

mealt'th

Into the hart, and searcheth euery vaine,

That ere one be aware, by secret stealth

His powre is reft, and weaknesse dothremaine.

neuer Sir desire to try his guileful! traine.

32
Certes (said he) hence shall I neuer rest,

Till I that treachours art haue heard and tride;

And you Sir knight, whose name mote I request,

Of grace do me vnto his cabin guide.

I that hight Treiiisan (quoth he) will ride

Against my liking backe, to doe you grace :

But nor for gold nor glee will I abide

By you, when ye arriue in that same place
;

For leuer had I die, then see his deadly face.

^^
Ere long they come, where that same wicked wight

His dwelling has, low in an hollow caue,

Farre vnderneath a craggie clift ypight,

Darke, doleful!, drearie, lilce a greedie graue.

That still for carrion carcases doth craue :

On top whereof aye dwelt the ghastly Owle,

Shrieking his baleful! note, whicli euer draue

Farre frem tliatliauntall other chearefullfowle;

And all about it \\;andring gliostes did waile and
howle.

34

I

And all about old slockes and stubs of trees,

Wliereon nor fruit, nor Icafe was euer scene.

Did liang vpon the ragged rocky knees
;

On wliich liad many wretclies hanged beene,

Wliose carcases were scattered on the greene,

And throwne aljout the cliffs. Arriued there,

That bare-head knight for dread and dolefull

tecne,
. . . ^.

Would faineliauefled,nedurstapprochenneare,rV][)on the banke, yet wilt thy selfe not passe

But th'other forst liim stay, and comforted in feare. I the flood
"^

35
That darkesome caue they enter, where they find

That cursed man, low sitting on the ground,

Musing full sadly in his sullein mind
;

His griesie lockes, long growen, and vnbound,
Disordred liong about his shoulders round.

And hid his face; through whicli his hollow

eyne

Lookt deadly dull, and stared as astound
;

His raw-bone cheekes througli penurie and pine, 1

Were slironke into his iawes, as lie did neuer

dine.

36
His garment nought but many ragged clouts.

With thornes together pind and patched was,

The which his naked sides lie wrapt abouts ;

And him beside there lay vpon tlie gras

A drearie corse, whose life away did pas.

All wallowd in his owne yet luke-warme blood,

That from his wound yet welled fresh alas ;

In whicli a rustic knife fast fixed stood.

And made an open passage for the gushing

flood.

37
Wliich piteous spectacle, approuing trew

The wofull tale tliat Trenisan had told,

Wlien as the gentle Rcdcrosse knight did vew,

With lirie zeale he burnt in courage bold,

Him to auenge, before his bloud were cold,

And to tlie villein said. Thou damned wight,

The author of tliis fact, we here behold.

What iustice can but iudge against thee riglu,

With thine omie bloud to price his bloud, here

slied in sight ?

38
Wliat frantickc fit(quotli he) hath thus distraught

Thee, foolish man, so rash a doome to giue ?

What iustice euer other iudgcmcnt taught,

But he should die, who merites not to line .''

None else to death this man despayring driue,

But his owne guiltie mind dcscruing death.

Is tlien vniust to each his due to giue ?

Or let him die, that loathetli liuing breath ?

Or let him die at ease, that liueth here vneath ?

39
.

Wlio trauels by the wcarie wand ring way,

To come vnto his wished home in haste,

And meetes a flood, tliat doth liis passage stay,

Is not great grace to liel[>e hini ouer past,

Or free his feet, that in the niyre sticke fast ?

Most enuious man, that grieues at neighbours

good.

And fond, that ioycst in the woe thou hast.

Why wilt not let him passe, that long liathstood

"*^'5 ti- a)Jji5^^juf^-Qkv.> KU.(i.>o.A^^^-0«^. /-^^^
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He there does now enioy eternall rest

And liappie ease, which thou doest want and
And further from it daily wanderest: ' [craue,

I
What if some htle paine the passage haue,

That makes fraile flesh to feare the bitter wane?
Is not short paine well borne, that brings long ease.

And laves the soule to sleejxi in quiet graue ?

Sleepe after toyle, port after stormie seas.

Ease after warre, death after life does greatly

please.
41

The knight much wondred at liis suddeine wit,

And said. The terme of life is limited,

Ne may a man prolong, nor shorten it

;

Tlie souldiermay not moue from watchluU sted.

Nor leaue his stand, vntill his Cai^taine bed.

Wlio life did limit by almighlie doome,
(Quoth he)knowesbest the termesestabHshed

;

And he, that [X)ints the Centonell his roome.

Doth license him dejjart at sound of morning
droome.

42
Is not his deed, what euer thing is donne,
In heaucn and earth ? did not he all create

To die againe ? all ends that was bcgonne.
Their times in his eternall booke of fate

Are written sure, and haue their cerlaiue date.

Who then can striue with strong necessitie,

That holds the world in hisslilichaunging state,

Or shunne the death ordaynd by destinie ?

When houre of death is come, let none aske

whence, nor why.

43
The lenger life, I wote the greater sin,

The greater sin, the greater punishment

:

Alllhoscgreatbiittels,whichtlioulxKiststowin,

Through strife, and bioud-shcd, and aucnge-
inent,

Nowpraystl, hereafter dcarc tiiou shalt reixjnt:

For life must life, and bloud must bloud repay.

Is not enough thy euill life ffjresjKUt ?

For he, that once hath luissid the rigiit wav.
The further he doth gfK-, the further he doih

stray.

•II

Then do no further goe, no further stray.

Hut here lie downe, and to thy rist U-take,

Th'ili to preuent, that life ens«\ven may.
I*'or what hath life, tluit may it loucd make,
And giui-s not rather cause it to forsake Z

I'eare, bicknessc, age, los-.c, lalnjur, sorrow,

iMrifc, ((]uake ;

Tainc, hunger, cold, that makes the iiarl to

AncI ruer lirkle fortune rageth rife,

All whirh, and thousands mo do make u loath-

&oinc life.

45
Thou wretched man, of death hast greatest need.

If in true ballance thou wilt weigh thy state :

For neuer knight, tliat dared warlike deede,

More lucklesse disauenturc^ did amate :

Witnesse the dongeon deepe, wherein of late

Thy life shut vp, for death so oft did call

;

And though good lucke prolonged hath thy

date,

Yet death then,would the likemishaps forestall,

Into the wliich hereafter thou maiest hapijen

fall. .
46

Why then doest thou, man of sin, desire

To draw thy dayes forth to their last degree ?

Is not the measure of thy sinfull hire

High heaped vp with huge iniquitie,

Against the day of wrath, to burden thee ?

Is not enough, that to this Ladie milde
Thou falsed hast thy faith with periurie.

And sold thy selfe to serue Diiessa vilde,

With whom in all abuse thou hast thy selfe

defilde ?
47

Is not he iust, that all this doth behold

From highest hcauen,and bearesan equall eye ?

Shall he thy sins vp in his knowledge fold,

And guiltie be of tliine im|nelie ?

Is not his law. Let euery sinner die :

Die shall all flesh ? what then must needs be
donne,

Is it not better to doe willinglie,

Then linger, till the glasse be all out ronne ?

Death is the end of woes : die soonc, faeries

Sonne. o
48

The knight was much cnmoued with his spcach.

That as a swords point through his hart did

perse,

.\nd in his conscience made a secret breach,

Well knowing true all. that he did rehersc

.\nd to his fre>h renRinbrance did reuerse

The vgly vew of his (klornuil crimes,

That all his manly |)owris it did dis|X'rse,

As he were charmi.(l with inchauntcd rimes,

That oftentimes he (juakt, and fainted often

tinies.
40

III which amazement, when the Miscrrant

IVrceiued him to wauer wiake and fraile,

Whilestremblinghorn rdidhisconsciencetlanl,

AikI hellish anguish did his soule ns.sailc.

Tt> driue him to tli-s|niire, and (luite to ({uailc,

He shew'd him glinted in a table plainc,

Thedamne<l ghosts, that doi- in torments wailo,

.And thous;ind (eends thai d«K' them endUsse
|«iine (remaine.

With tire and brinistoi.c, which for cuer shall
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50
The sight whereof so throughly him dismaid,

That nought but death before his eyes he saw,

Aiid euer burning wrath before him laid,

By righteous sentence of th'Almighties law

:

Then gan the villein him to ouercraw,

And brought vntohimswords,ropes,poison,fire,

And all that might him to perdition draw
;

And bad him choose,what death he would desire:

For death was due to him, that had prouokt

Gods ire.
51

But when as none of them he saw him take,

He to him raught a dagger sharpe and keene,

And gaue it him in hand: his hand did quake,

And tremble like a leafe of Aspin greene,

And troubled bloud through his pale face was

scene

To come, and goe with tydings from the hart,

As it a running messenger had beene.

At last resolu'd to worke his tinall smart,

He lifted vp his hand, that backe againe did

start.
^2

Wliich when as Vna saw, through euery vaine

The crudled cold ran to her well of life,

As in a swowne : but soone reliu'd againe.

Out of his hand she snatcht the cursed knife.

And threw it to the ground, enraged rife,

And to him said, Fie, lie, faint harted knight,

Wliat meanest thou by this rcprochfuU strife ?

Is this the battell, which thou vauntst to tight

With that fire-mouthed Dragon, horrible and

bright ?
j^

Come, come away, fraile, feeble, fleshly wight,

Ne let vaine words bewitch thy manly hart,

Ne diuelish thoughts dismay thy constant

spright.

In heauenly mercies hast thou not a part ?

Why shouldst thou then despeire, that chosen

art?

Where iustice growes, there grows eke greater

grace, [smart.

The which doth quench the brond of hellish

And that accurst hand-writing doth deface.

Ari>e, Sir knight arise, and L^aue this cursed

place.
^^

So vp he rose, and thence amounted streight.

Wh ich when the carle beheld , and saw his guest

Would safe depart, for all his subtill sleight,

He chose an halter from among the rest.

And with it hung himselfe, vnbid vnblcst.

But death he could not worke himselfe thereby

;

For thousand limes he so himselfe had drest,

^'et nathelesse it could not doe him die.

Till he should die his last, that is eternally.

CaJlt. X.

Herfaithjull knightJaire Vna brings

to house oJHolinesse,

Where he is taught repentance, and

the way to heauenly blesse.

I

WTiat man is he, that boasts of fleshly might.
And vaine assurance of mortality,

Wliich all so soone, as it doth come to fight,

Against spirituall foes, yeelds by and by.

Or from the field most cowardly doth fly ?

Ne let the man ascribe it to his skill,

That thorough grace hath gained victory.

If any strength we haue, it is to ill.

But all the good is Gods, both power and eke

will.
2

By that, which lately hapned, Vna saw,

That this her knight was feeble, and too faint

;

And all his sinews woxen weake and raw,

Through long enprisonment, and hard con-

straint,

Wliich he endured in his late restraint.

That yet he was vnfit for bloudie fight

:

Therefore to cherish him with diets daint,

She cast to bring him, where he chearen might.

Till he recouered had his late decayed plight.

3
There was an aunticnt house not farre away,
Renowmd throughout the world for sacred lore.

And pure vnspotted life : so well they say
It gouernd was, and guided euermore,

Through wiscdomcofa matronegraueandhore;
Wliose onely ioy was to relieue the needes

Of wretched soules, and helpe the helpelesse

pore

:

All night she spent in bidding of her bedes.

And all the day in doing good and godly dcedes.

4
Dame Ccrlia men did her call, as thought

From heauen to come, or thither to arise.

The mother of three daughters, well vpbrought

In goodly thewcs, and godly exercise :

The eldest two most sober, chast, and wise,

Fidelia and Spi'ra)iza virgins were,

Though spousd, yet wanting wedlocks solem-

nize
;

But faire Charissa to a loucly fere

Was lincked,and by him hadmany pledges dere.
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rriued there, the dore they find fast lockt

;

For it was warely watched night and day,

For feare of many foes : but when the)- khockt,

rhe Porter opened vnto them streight wa}'

:

^e was an aged syre, all hor)' gray,

A'ith lookes full lowly cast, and gate full slow,

iVont on a staft'e his feeble steps to stay,

^ight Hianiltd. They passe in stouping low
;

or streight and narrow was the way, which he

did show.
^

ach goodly thing is hardest to begin.

But entred in a spacious court they see,

3oth plaine, and pleasant to be walked in,

iVTiere them docs meete a francklin faire and
free,

\nd entertaines with comely courteous glee,

A'xs name was Z<?/^,that him right well became,

For in his sjieeches and behauiour hee

!)id labour liuely to expresse the same,

nd gladly did them guide, till to the Hall they

came.

bere fairely them receiues a gentle Squire,

)f milde dcmeanure, and rare courtesie,

<ight cleanly clad in comely sad attire
;

[n word and detde that shew'd great modestic,

\nd knew his gcKxI to all of each degree,

\\'^\\\. Rciicrence. He them withspeeches meet
Does faire entreat ; no courting nicctie,

[Jut simple true, and eke vnfained sweet,

5 might become a Squire so great persons to

greet.
3

nd afterwards them to his Dame he Icades,

riiat aged iJamc, the Ladie of the i)lace :

A'ho all this while was busie at her bcades :

tVhi'h docn, she vj) aroisc with seemcly grace,

\nd toward them full matronely did {Kice.

A'liere when that fairc-st Vna slie Ixhcld,

ATiom well she knew to spring from hcaucnly

rare,

ilcr hart with ioy vnwontc<l inly sweld,

s feeling wondrous ((unfDrt in li< r weaker eld.

nd her embracing s;iid, (J happie earth,

kVhereon thy iiuuKent feet dcK- euer tread,

\[(r^i vertuous virgin Ixjrne of heauenly JK-rth,

riiat to re<lccnjc thy woefull (nirents head,

From lyrans riige, and eiier-dying drcui.

Hast wandred through the worl<l now long a

day
;

\\'\ crast-st not tliv wearic soles to lead,

^Miat grace liatli thee now hither brought this

way ?

r dix'M thy feeble feet vnwecliinj hither stray ?

10

Strange thing it is an errant knight to see

Here in this place, or any other wight,

That hither turnes his steps. So few there bee,

That chose the narrow path, or seeke the right

:

All keepe the broad high way, and take delight

With many rather for to go astray.

And be partakers of their euill plight.

Then witli a few to walke the rightest way
;

foolish men, why haste ye to your owne
decay ?

Thy selfe to see, and tyred limbs to rest,

matrone sage (quoth she) I hither came.

And this good knight his way with me addrest.

Led with thy prayses arid broad-blazed fame.

That vp to heauen is blowne. The auncient

Dame
Him goodly greeted in her modest guise.

And entertaynd them both, as best became.

With all the court'sies, that she could deuise,

Xe wanted ought, to shew her bounteous or

wise.
J,

Thus as they gan of sundry things deuise,

Loe two most goodly virgins came in place,

Vlinkcd amie in arme in loucly wise.

With countenance demure, and modest grace.

They numbred euen steps and cquall pace

:

Of which the eldest, that Fidelia hight.

Like sunny beames threw from her Christall

face,

Tliat could hauc dazd the rash beholders sight.

And round about her head did shine like

hcauens light.

.
^3

She was araied all in lilly white,

And in her right hand bore a cup of gold.

With wine and water hid vp to the hight,

In which a Ser|K'nt did himselfe enfold.

That horrour made to all, that did behoKl ;

1 }u t she no white! id chaunge her constant mood:
.•\nd in her other han<l she fast did hold

.\ Ixjoke, that w;\s both signd and scald with

bl(j<>d,

Wherein darke things \\ere writ, hard to Ik

vnderslood.
14

Her younger sister, that Speranza hight.

Was clad in blew, that her lK->eemcd well ;

Not all so chi-.irefull setinetl she of sight.

As was her sister ; whelluT drmul »li«l tlwell,

Or anguish in her hart, is hard to tell:

\'|M)ji her arme a siluer anchor lav.

Whereon she leaned euer, as Ixfell

:

And euer vp to he;ujen. as she did pray.

Her ste<l(ast eyes were bent, ne swarued other

way.
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IThey seeing Vna, towards her gan wend,

Who them encounters with hke courtesie ;

Many kind speeches they betwene them spend,

And greatly ioy each other well to see

:

Then to the knight with shamefast modestie

They turnethemselues,atF«fl^5meeke request,

And him salute with well beseeming glee
;

Who faire them quites, as him beseemed best.

And goodly gan discourse of many a noble gest.

i6

Then Vna thus ; But she your sister deare
;

The deare Charissa where is she become ?

Or wants she health, or busie is elsewhere ?

Ah no, said they, but forth she may not come :

For she of late is lightned of her wombe,
And hath encreast the world with one sonnc

more,

That her to see should be but troublesome.

Indeede (quoth she) that should her trouble

sore,

But thankt be God, and her encrease so euer-

20

more.
17

Then said the aged CccUa, Deare dame.

And you good Sir, I wote that of your toylc.

And labours long,through which yehithercame,

Ye both forwearied be : therefore a whyle

I read you rest, and to your bowres recoyle.

Then called she a Groome, that forth him led

Into a goodly lodge, and gan despoile

Of puissant amies, and laid in casie bed
;

His name was meeke Obedience rightfully ared.

18

Now when their wearie limbcs wilh kindly rest.

And bodies were refrcsht with dvie repast,

Faire Vna gan Fidelia faire request.

To haue her knight into her schoolchouseplaste,

That of her heauenly learning he might taste,

And heare the wisedome of her words diuine.

She graunted,and thatknight so muchagraste,

That she him taught celestiall discipline.

And opened his dull eyes, that light mote in

them sliine.

And that her sacred Booke, with bloud ywrit,

That none could read, except she did them
teach.

She vnto him disclosed euery whit.

And heauenly documents thereout did preach.

That weaker wit of man could ncuer reach.

Of God, of grace, of iustice, of free will,

That wonder was to heare her goodly speach :

For she was able, with her words to kill,

And raise againe to life the hart, that she did

thrill.

And when she list poure out her larger spright

She would commaund the hastie Sunnetostay,

Or backward turne his course from heauens

hight

;

[may.
Sometimes great hostes of men she could dis-

Dry-shod to passe, she parts the flouds in tway
;

And ekehugemountaines from theirnatiueseat

She would commaund, themselues to beareaway

,

And throw in raging sea wilh roaring threat.

Almightie God her gaue such powre, and puis-

sance great.
21

The faithfull knight now grew in litle space.

By hearing her, and by her sisters lore.

To such perfection of all heauenly grace.

That wretched world he gan for to abhore,

And mortall life gan loath, as thing forlore,

Greeu'dwithremembranceof hiswicked wayes.
And prickt with angui-sh of his sinnes so sore.

That he desirde to end his wretched dayes :

So much the dart of sinfuU guilt the soule dis-

maycs.
-' 22

But wise Speranza gaue him comfort sweet,

And taught him how to take assured hold

Vpon her siluer anchor, as was meet

;

Else had his sinnes so great, and manifold
]\Iade him forget all that Fidelia told.

In this distressed doubtfull agonie,

WHien him his dearest Viia did behold,

Disdeining life, desiring Icaue to die.

She found her selfe assayld with great per-

plexitic.

.23
And came to Coelia to declare her smart,

Wliowellacquainted wilh that communeplight.
Which sinfull horror workes in wounded hart,

Iler wisely comforted all that she might.
With goodly counsell and aduisemcnt right

;

And strcightway sent wilh carcfuU diligence.

To fetch a Leach, the which had great insight

In that disease of grieued conscience.

And well could cure the same ; His name was
Patience.

24
Wlio comming fo that soule-discased knight.

Could hardly him intrcat, to tell his griefe :

Which knowne, and all that noyd his heauic

spright

Well scarcht, eftsoones he gan apply reliefe

Of salues and med'cines, which had passing

priefe.

And thereto added words of wondrous might

:

By which to case he him recured briefe.

And much a'^swag'd the passion of his plight.

That he his p)aine cndur'd, as seeming now more
light.
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jt yet the cause and root of all his ill,

nward corruption, and infected sin.

Cot purg'd nor heald, behind remained still,

ind festring sore did rankle yet within,

lose creeping twixt the marrow and the skin,

Vliich to extirpe, he laid him priuily

)owne in a darkesome low ly place farre in,

Vherc^as he meant his corrosiues to apply,

jd with streight diet tame his stubborne

maladv.

26

ashes and sackcloth he did array

[is daintie corse, proud humors to abate,

ind dieted with fasting euery day,

"he swelling of his wounds to mitigate,

ind made him pray both earcly and eke late :

md euer as superfluous flesh did rot

Imendment rcadie still at hand did wayt,

o pluck it out with pincers lirie whot,

lat soone in him was left no one corrupted iot

id bitter Penance with an yron whip,
/as wont him once to disj^le cuery day

:

nd sharpe Remorse his liart did pricke and
nip,

liat droi)s of bloud thence like a well did play;

nd sad Repentance vsed to embay
lis bofJie in salt water smarting sore,

he filthy blots of sinne to wash away. -

in short sjxice they did to health restore

e m:in that would not Hue, but carst lay at

dealhcs dore.

28
which his torment often was so great,

hat like a Lyon he would cry and rore,

nd rend his flesh, and his owiie ssnewes eat.

lis owne deare Vna hearing euermorc
lis ruefull shrickcs and gronings, often tore

ler guiltlesse garments, aufl her golden heare,

or pilly of his paine and anguish sore
;

ct all with iKitiLiue wisely she did hcare
;

r well she wist, his crime could elst- be neuer
clearc.

29
10m thus recouer'd by wise Patience,
n«l I few Repentance they to Vna brought

:

lio Joyous of his cured conscieiire,

im dc:ir<ly kist, and fairely eke Ix-sought

imsclfe to rhearish, ;md consuming thought
put away out of his r.infull brest.

V this Charisuj, late in (liil<l-lKcI brought,
ai wf>xfn strf>ng,aiid left lur fruit lull m-st ;

!:iirc I'na brought this vnacquainlcd

41. ^

30
She was a woman in her freshest age,

Gf wondrous beauty, and of bountie rare,

With goodly grace and comely personage,

That was on earth not easie to comj^are
;

Full of great loue, but Cupids wanton snare

As hell she hated, chast in worke and will

;

Her necke and breasts were euer open bare,

That ay thereof her babes might sucke their fill

;

The rest was all in yellow robes arayed still.

31
A multitude of babes about her hong.

Playing their sports, that ioyd her to behold.

Whom still she fed, whiles they were weake
and young,

But thrust them forth still, as they wexed old :

And on her head she wore a t\Te of gold,

Adornd with gemmes and owches wondrous
faire.

Whose passing price vneath was to be told
;

And by her side there sate a gentle {xiire

Of turtle doues, she sitting in an yuorie chaire.

32
The knight and Vna entring, faire her greet,

-And bid her ioy of that her happie brood ;

Who thcmrequites with court 'siesseemingnieet,

And entertaines with friendly chearcfull mood.
Then Vna her besought, to be so good,

As in her vertuous rules to schoole her knight.

Now after all his torment well withsto<Kl,

In that sad house of Pethunice, where hi>

s[)right

Had past the paincs of hell, and long enduring
"•gilt.

. .
^i

She was right ioyous of her iust request,

And taking by the hand that Patrics Sonne,

Cian him instruct in eucry go<Kl behest,

Of louc.and riglitcousntsse,and well todonne,
And wrath, and hatred waiilv to shoiuu-.

That drew on men (xmIs hatred, and his wrath.

And many soules in dttlours luid fordonne :

In whirh when him she well instructetl hath,

From thence to ht-auen she teacheth him the

ready ixilh.

. .
34

Wlierc'in his weaker wandring steps to guiiie,

An autu'ienl mat rone she to her d(H*s call.

Whosesolnriookes her wise* lome well di-scride:

Her name was Mrrcir, well knowne ouer all,

To Ik* lM)th gratious, and eke lilH-rall :

To whouj the (-.irefull i harge of him she g;iue.

To lead aright, that he should iieuer fall

iMallhisw.ivesthroughtliisNNidc worldcswaue,
Tlmt Mercy m thecnd his righteous souic might

s;uie.

AJL.
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6:>

The godly ilatrone by the hand him beares

Forth from her presence, by a narrow wayj

Scattred with bushy thornes, and ragged

breares,

Which still before him she remou'd away,

That nothing might his ready passage stay :

And euer when his feet encombred were.

Or gan to shrinke, or from the right to stray,

She held him fast, and lirmely did vpbeare.

As carefull Nourse her child from falling oft

does reare.

36
Eftsoones vnto an holy Hospital),

That was fore by the way, she did him bring.

In which seuen Bead-men that had vowed all

Their life to seruice of high heauens king

Did spend their dayes in doing godly thing :

Their gates to all were open euermore,

That by the wearie way were traueiling,

And one sate wayting euer them before,

To call in commers-by, that needy were and
pore.

37
The first of them that eldest was, and best.

Of all the house had charge and gouernement,

As Guardian and Steward of the rest

:

His office was to giue entertainement

And lodging, vnto all that came, and went

:

Not vnto such, as could him feast againe.

And double quite, for that he on them spent.

But such, as want of harbour did constraine :

Those for Gods sake his dewty was to entertaine.

38
The second was as Almner of the place,

His office was, the hungry for to feed.

And thristy giue to drinke, a worke of grace :

He feard not once him selfe to be in need,

Ne car'd to hoord for those,whom he did breede

:

The grace of God he layd vp still in store,

Which as a stocke he left vnto his seede ;

He had enough, what need him care for more?
And had he lesse, yet some he would giue to the

pore.

.39
The third had of their wardrobe custodie,

In which were not rich tyres, nor garments gay.

The plumes of pride, and wings of vanitie.

But clothes meet to keepe kecne could away,
And naked nature seemely to aray

;

With wh ich bare wretched wights he dayly clad.

The images of God in earthly clay
;

And if that no spare cloths to giue he had.

His owne coate he would cut, and it distribute

glad.

40
The fourth appointed by his office was,

Poore prisoners to relieue with gratious ayd,

And captiues to redeeme with price of bras,

FromTurkesand Sarazins, which them had stayd

;

And though they faultie were, yet well he wayd,

That God to vs forgiueth euery howre [layd,

Much more then that, why they in bands were

And he that harrowd hell with heauie stowre.

The faultie soules from thence brought to his

heauenly bowre.

41

The fift had charge sicke persons to attend,

And comfort those, in point of death which lay

;

For them most needeth comfort in the end,

When sin, and hell, and death do most dismay

The feeble soule departing hence away.

All is but lost, that lining we bestow,

If not well ended at our dying day.

man haue mind of that last bitter throw
;

For as the tree does fall, so lyes it euer low.

42

The sixt had charge of them now being dead.

In seemely sort their corses to engraue.

And deck with dainty flowres their bridall bed,

That to their heauenly spouse both sweet and

braue
They might appeare, when he their soules

shall saue. [mould,

The wondrous workemanship of Gods owne
Wliose face he made, all beasts to feare,and gaue

All in his hand, euen dead we honour should.

Ah dearest God me graunt, I dead be not

defould.

43
. ^

The seuenth now after death and buriall done,

Had charge the tender Orphans of the dead

And widowes ayd, least they should be vndone

:

Infaceof iudgement he their right would plead,

Ne ought the powre of mighty men did dread 1

In their defence, nor would for gold or fee f

Be wonne their rightfuU causes downe to tread:

And when they stood in most necessitee.

He did supply their want, and gaue them euer

free.

44.
There when the Elfm knight arriued was.

The first and chicfest of the scucn, whose care

Was guests to welcome, towardcs him did pas:

Wliere seeing Mcrcic, that his steps vp bare,_

And alwayes led, to her with rcuerence rare

He humbly loutcd in meeke lowlinesse,

And seemely welcome for her did prepare :

For of their order she was Patronesse,

Albe Charissa were their chiefest founderesse.
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-^5

here she awhile him staves, him selfe to rest,

rhat to the rest more able he might bee :

During which time, in euery good behest

And godly worke of Almes and charitee

she him instructed with great industree ;

Shortly therein so perfect he became,

riiat from the first vnto the last degree,

His mortall life he learned had to frame

1 holy righteousnesse,\vithout rebuke or blame.

46
hence fonvard by that painfull way they pas,

Forth to an hill, that was both steepe and hy
;

On top whereof a sacred chappell was,

\nd eke a litle Hermitage thereby,

IMierein an aged holy man did lye,

rhat day and night said his deuotion,

Se other worldly busincs did apply
;

His name was hcauenly Contemplation
;

i God and goodnesse was his meditation.

47
rcat grace that old man to him giuen had

;

For God he often saw from heauens hight,

(\11 were his earthly cyen both blunt and bad,

And through great age had lost their kindly

sight, [upright,

Vet wondrous quick and pcrsant was his

As Eagles eye, that can behold the Sunne :

ITiat hill they scale with all their powre and
might,

rhat his frayle thighes nigh wcarie and for-

donne
Ian failc, but by her hclpe the top at last he
wonnc. o

48
here they do finde that godly aged Sire,

With snowy lockes adowne his shoulders shed.

As lioarie frost with spangles doth attire

The niwsy bnuinches of an Oke halfe (led.

E;ic h Ixjne might tlir<nigh his IwkIv well be red,

And eucry sinew secne through his long fast :

For nought he (-.ir'd his carcas long vnfed ;

His mind was full of sidrituall rejKLst,

Lnd pyn'd his flesh, to kcc|x: his bwly low and
chast.

49
. ,

Vlio whrn these two a|ipr(Khiiij^ he aspidc,

At tlieir first |)resen(c grew agrieued sore,

That forst him lay iiislieauenly tlunightsasidc;

And ha«l he not that Dame rc'S|)fCtcd more,
Whom highly he di«l reuercnce and adore.

He would not once liauc moue<l for the knight.

TIkv liim s;ilutc<l standing far afore ;

Who well them greeting, humbly di< I requiglit,

Lndiiskrd, to what end they clornb that tedious

iKit-lll.

50
UTiat end (quoth she) should cause vs take such

paine,

But that same end, which euery Uuing wight

Should make his marke, high heauen to attaine ?

Is not from hence the way, tliat leadeth right

To that most glorious house,that glistreth bright

With burning starres, and euerliuing fire,

Whereof the keyes are to thy hand behight

By wise Fidelia ? she doth thee require.

To shew it to this knight, according his desire.

51

Thrise happy man, said then the father graue,

Wliose staggering steps thy steady hand doth

lead.

And shewes the way, his sinfuU soule to saue.

Who better can the way to heauen aread.

Then thou thy selfe, that was both borne and bred

hi hcauenly throne, where thous;md Angelsshine ?

Thou doest the prayers of the righteous sead

Present before the maiestie diuine,

And his auenging wrath to clemencie incline.

^^
Yet since thou bidst, thy pleasure shalbe donne.

Then come thou man of earth, and see the way.
That neuer yet was scene of Faeries sonne,

That neuer leads the traueiler astray.

But after lalxiurs long, and sad delay,

Brings them to ioyous rest and cndlcsse blis.

But first thou must a season fast and pray.

Till from her bands the sjiright assoiled is.

And haue her strength rccur'd from fraile in-

firmitis.

53
That done, he leads him to the highest Mount ;

Such one, as that same miglity man of Gal,
That bloud-red billowcs like a walled front

On cither side disparted with his nnl.

Till that his army (iry-f(HU thrcnigh them yod,

Dwelt fortie dayes vpon ; where writ in stone

With bloudy letters bv the hand of Gixl,

The bitter (l<«)ine of death and kilefull nione

He did re<eiue, whiles lliushing fire alwiul him
shone.

?•*

Or like that s;ure<l hill, whose hea«l full hie,

Adornd with fruitfull Oliuis all arownd.

Is, as it were for en<ilesse memory
Of that deare Lord, who oft thereon was fowiul.

For cuer with a flowring girlond crownd :

Or like thai ])lea.s;umt Mount, that is for ay

Through famous Poets verse each where re-

nownd,
On whidi the thrise three learnc<l I^ulics plav

'Iluir hraueiily notes, an<l make full niany a

louely lay.
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55
From thence, far off he vnto him did shew

A litle path, that was both steepe and long,

Which to a goodly Citie led his vew
;

Whose wals and towres were builded high and
strong

Of perle and precious stone, that earthly tong

Cannot describe, nor wit of man can tell

;

Too high a ditty for my simple song
;

The Citie of the great king hight it well,

Wlierein eternall peace and happinesse doth

dwell.

As he thereon stood gazing, he might see

The blessed Angels to and fro descend

From highest heauen, in gladsome companee.

And with great ioy into that Citie wend.
As commonly as friend does with his frend.

Whereat he wondred much, and gan enquere.

What stately building durst so high extend

Her loftie towres vnto the starry sphere,

And what vnknowen nation there empeopled
were.

57
Faire knight (quoth he) Hierusalem that is,

The new Hierusalem, that God has built

For those to dwell in, that are chosen his.

His chosen people purg'd from sinfuU guilt.

With pretious bloud, which cruelly was spilt

On cursed tree, of that vnspotted lam,

That for the sinncs of all the world was kilt

:

Now are they Saints all in that Citie sam.

More deare vnto their God, then younglings to

their dam.
5S

Till now, said then the knight, I weened well,

That great CleopoUs, where I haue beene.

In which that fairest Faerie Qiieene doth dwell,

The fairest Citie was, that might be scene
;

Andthatbrighttowreallbuiltofchristallclcene,

Panlhca, seemd the brightest thing, that was :

But now by proofe all otherwise I weene
;

For this great Citie that does far surpas,

And this bright Angels towre quite dims that

towre of glas.

59
Most trew, then said the holy aged man ;

Yet is CleopoUs for earthly frame,

The fairest peece, tiiat eye beholden can :

And well besccmes all knights of noble name,
That couet in th'immortall booke of fame
To be eternized, that same to haunt,

And doentheirseruice to that soueraigne Dame,
That gloric does to them for guerdon graunt

:

For she is hcauenly borne, and heauen may
iustly vaunt.

60

And thou faire ymp,sprong out from English race,

How euer now accompted Elfins sonne,

Well worthy doest thy seruice for her grace,

To aide a virgin desolate foredonne.

But when thou famous victorie hast wonne.
And high emongst all knights hast hong thy

shield.

Thenceforth thesuit ofearthly conquest shonne,

And wash thy hands from guilt of bloudy field:

For bloud can nought but sin, and wars but

sorrowes yield. ^

Then seeke this path, that I to thee presage,

Which after all to heauen shall thee send
;

Then peaceably thy painefuU pilgrimage

To yonder same Hierusalem do bend,
Wliere is for thee ordaind a blessed end :

For thou emongst those Saints, whom thou

doest see,

Shalt be a Saint, and thine owne nations frend

And Pat rone : thou Saint G^org^^shalt called bee,

Saint George of mery England, the signe of

victoree. ,
62

Vnworthy wretch (quoth he) of so great grace,

How dare I thinke such glory to attaine ?

These that haue it attaind, were in like cace

(Quoth he) as wretched, and liu'd in like painc.

But deeds of armcs must I at last be faine.

And Ladies loue to leaue so dearcly bought ?

Wliat need of armes, where peace doth ay
remaine,

(Said he) and battailes none are to be fought ?

As for loose loues are vaine, and vanish into

let me not (quoth he) then turne againe

Backe to the world, whose ioyes so fruitlesse

are
;

But let me here for aye in peace remaine.

Or streight way on that last long voyage fare,

That nothing may my present hope empare.

That may not be (said he) ne maist thou yit

Forgo that royall maidcs bequeathed care.

Who did her cause into thy hand commit,

Till from her cursed foe thou haue her freely

q^i^-
64

Then shall I soone,(quoth he) so God me grace.

Abet that virgins cause disconsolate,

And shortly backe returne vnto this place.

To walke this way in Pilgrims poore estate.

But now aread, old father, why of late

Didst thou behight me borne of English blood,

Whom all a Faeries sonne doen nominate ?

That word shall I (said he) auouchcn good,

Sithto thee is vnknowne the cradle of thy brood.
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65.
'or well I wote, thou springst from ancient race

Of Saxon kings, that haue with mightie hand
And many bloudie battailes fought in place

High reard their royall throne in Brilane land,

And vanquisht them, vnable to withstand :

From thence a Faerie thee vnweeting reft,

There as thou slepst in tender swadling band,

And her base Elfin brood there for thee left.

luch men do Chaungelings call, so cliaungd by
Faeries theft.

66

lience she thee brought into this Faerie lond.

And in an heaped furrow did thee hyde,

\Miere thee a Ploughman all vnweeting fond.

As he his toylesome teme that way did guydc,

And brought thee vp in ploughmans state

to byde.

Whereof Georgos he thee gaue to name
;

Till prickt with courage, and thy forces pryde.

To Faery court thou cam'st to sceke for fame,

Lnd prouc thy puissaunt armcs, as seemcs thee

best became.
67

) holy Sire (quoth he) how shall I quight

The many fauours I with thee haue found,

That hast my name and nation red aright,

And taught the way that docs to heaucn bound?
This said, adownc he looked to the ground.

To haue returnd, but dazed were his cyne,

Tlirough jxissing brightncsse, which did quite

confound

Ilis feeble scnce, and too exceeding shyne.

io darke arc earthly things compard to things

diuinc.
68

Lt last whcnas himsclfc he gan to find,

To Vna 1/ack lie cost him to retire ;

Who him awaited still with pcnsiue mind.
Great tiiankcs and goodly meed to tliat good

syre,

He thence departing gauc for his paincs hyrc.

9<o rame to Vna, who him ioy<l to see,

And after litle rest, gan him (ksire.

Of her aducnture nnndfull for to In-e.

io kauc tlu-y take of Cului, and her daughters
three.

W^

Cant. XI.

The knight wilh thai old Dragon fi-^hts

t'ivo dayes incessantly :

The third him ouerthrowes, and gayns

most glorious victory.

I

High time now gan it wex for Vna faire,

To thinke of those her captiue Parents deare,

And their forwasted kingdome to rcpaire :

Whereto whenas they now approched neare.

With hartie words her knight she gan tocheare,

And in her modest manner thus bespake ;

Deare knight, asdeare, as euer knight was deare,

That all these sorrowes suffer for my sake.

High hcauen behold the tedious toyle, ye for

me take.
2

Now are we come \nito my natiue soyle.

And to the place, where all our perils dwell

;

Here haunts that feend, and does his dayly

spoyle.

Therefore henceforth be at your keeping well.

And euer ready for your foeman fell.

The sparke of noble courage now awake,

And striue your excellent selfe to excell
;

That shall ye euermore renowmed make,
Abouc all knights on earth, that battcill

vndertake.

And pointing forth, lo yonder is (said she)

The brasen towre in which my jxirents deare

For dread of that huge feend emprisond Ik,

\Miom I from far see on the walles appcare,

Whosesight my ftrhlesouledothgrrallyi he-are:

And on the loj) of all I do espye

The watchman wayting tydings glad to hcare.

That O my parents might I happily

\'nto you bring, to c-asc you of your misery.

4
With that they heard a rturing hideous sound,

Tluit all the ayre with ternuir tilled wiile,

And sccmdvnrathtoshake the stitlfast ground.

Eftsoones that drra«lfull Dragon they cspitle.

Where strtttht he lay viK)n the sunny siilc

Of u great lull, hinisclfe liki- a gnat hill.

Hut all so s(K)ne, as he troni lar desciide

'riidsi' glistring armes. th.it luaui-n with liglit

<lidtill.

lie roiisd himselfe full blith, and hnslnc<l them
vntill.
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Then bad the knight his Lady yede aloofe,

And to an hill her selfe with draw aside,

From whence she might behold that battailles

proof

And eke be safe from daunger far descryde :

She him obayd, and turnd a little wyde.

Now thou sacred Muse, most learned Dame,
Faire ympe of Phochus, and his aged bride,

The Nourse of time, and euerlasting fame,

That warlike hands ennoblest with immortall

name

;

^

gently come into my feeble brest,

Come gently, but not w^ith that mighty rage,

Wlierewith the martiall troupes thou doest infest,

And harts of great Heroes doest enrage.

That nought their kindled couragemay aswage,

Soone as thy dreadful! trompe begins tosownd

;

The God of warre with his fiers equipage

Thou doest awake, sleepe neucr he so sownd.

And scared nations doest with horrour sterne

astownd.
7

Faire Goddesse lay that furious fit aside,

Till I of warres and bloudy Mars do sing,

And Briton fields with Sarazin bloud bedyde,

Twixt that great faery QueeneandPaynimking,
That with their horrour heauen and earth did

ring,

A worke of labour long, and endlesse prayse :

But now a while let downe that haughtiestring.

And to my tunes thy second tenor rayse,

That I this man of God his godly armes may
blaze.

g

By this the dreadfull Beast drew nigh to hand,

Halfe flying, and halfe footing in his hast.

That with his largenesse measured much land,

And made wide shadow vnder his huge wast

;

As mountaine doth the valley ouercast.

Approching nigh, he reared high afore

His body monstrous, horrible, and vast,

VVliich to increase his wondrous grcatnesse more.

Was swolne with wrath, and poyson, and with

bloudy gore.

And ouer, all with brasen scales was armd.
Like plated coate of Steele, so couched neare.

That nought mote perce, nc might his corse be

harmd
Willi dint of sword, nor push of pointed speare

;

Which as an Eagle, seeing pray appeare,

His aery plumes doth rouze, full rudely dight,

So shaked he, that horrour was to heare.

For as the clashing of an Armour bright,

Such noyse his rouzed scales did send vnto the

knight.

His flaggy wings when forth he did display,

Were like two sayles, in which the hollowwynd
Is gathered full, and worketh speedy way :

And eke the pennes, that did his pineons bynd.
Were like mayne-yards,with flying canuas l\"nd.

With which whenas him list the ayre to beat,

And there by force vnwonted passage find.

The cloudes before him fled for terrour great.

And all the heauens stood still amazed with his

threat.

II

His huge long tayle wound vp in hundred foldes.

Does ouerspred his long bras-scaly backe,

/ WTiose wreathed boughts when euer he vn-

^ foldes,

I And thicke entangled knots adowndoesslacke,
/ Bespotted as with shields of red and blacke,

I It sweepeth all the land behind him farre,

I
And of three furlongs does but litle lacke

;

VAnd at the point two stings in-fixed arre,

T3oth deadly sharpe, that sharpest Steele ex-

ceeden farre.

12

But stings and sharpest Steele did far exceed

The sharpnesse of his cruell rending clawes
;

Dead was it sure, as sure as death in deed.

What euer thing does touch his rauenous pawes,

Or what within his reach he euer drawes.

But his most hideous head my toung to tell

Does tremble : for his deepe deuouring iawes

Wide gaped, like the griesly mouth of hell.

Through which into his darke abisse all rauin fell.

And that more wondrous was, in either iaw

Three ranckes of yron teeth enraunged were,

In which yet trickling bloud and gobbets raw
Of late deuoured bodies did appeare.

That sight thereof bred cold congealed feare :

\Miich to increase, and all atonce to kill,

A cloud ofsmootheringsmoke and sulphu r seare

Out of his stinking gorge forth steemed still.

That all the avre about with smoke and stench

did fill.

14 ,

His blazing eyes, like two bright shining shields.

Did burne with wrath, and sparkled lining fy re;

As two broad Beacons, set in open fields,

Send forth their flames farre off to cuery shyre,

And warning giue, that enemies consi:)yre,

With fire and sword the region to inuade
;

So flam'd his eyne with rage and rancorous yre

:

But farre within, as in a hollow glade,

Those glaring lampes were set, that made a

dreadfull shade.
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o dreadfully he towards him did pas,

Forelifting vp aloft his speckled brest,-

And often bounding on the brused gras,

As for great ioyance of his newcome guest.

Eftsoones he gan aduance his haughtie crest,

As chauffed Bore his bristles doth vpreare.

And shoke his scales to battell readie drest ;

That made the Redcrosse knight nigh quake
for feare,

lS bidding bold defiance to his foeman neare.

i6

"he knight gan fairely couch his steadie speare,

And fiercely ran at him with rigorous might

:

The |x)inted Steele arriuing rudely theare,

His harder hide would neither j^erce, nor bight,

But glauncing by forth passed forward right

;

Yet sore amoucd with so puissant push,

The wrathfull beast about him turned light.

And him so rudely passing by, did brush
i^ith his long tayle, that horse and man to

ground did rush.

17

loth horse and man vp lightly rose againe,

And fresh encounter towards him addrest

:

But tii'idle stroke yet backe recoyld in vaine,

And found no place his deadly jX)int to rest.

Exceeding rage cnflam'd the furious beast,

To \>Q auenged of so great despight

;

For neucr felt his imi)crceable brcst

So wondrous force, from hand of lining wight

;

ct had he jjrou'd the powre of many a i)uis-

sant knight.
18

hen with his wauing wings displayed wsdc,
[linisclfe vp high he lifted from the ground.
And with strong llighl did forcibly diuide

riic yielding aire, which nigh Um feeble found
Hf-r tlilting paries, and clement vasound,
To iK-are so grrat a weight : he cutting wav
Willi his broiuJsaylcSjalxnit himsoared round:
At Ixst low stouping with vnweldic sway,
tialcht v[) lx)th liorse and man, to Ix^are lliem

quite awav.
»9

CMig he them Ijore alwuc the subiect plainc,

So farrc as Ewghen bow a shaft may send.

Fill struggling strong did him at last con-
st raine,

Fo let them downc l)cfore his (lighles end :

As li;ig;ird hanke |)r(simiiiig to contend
\\\\\\ harrlif f((wle, alKuie his liable might,
Ills wcjirie |x)un(i's all in vaine doth sjK-nd,

Fo trussc the pray too hrauie f(tr his flight ;

>lii< h ( (itnining downc to grouml, docs free it

selfe by light.

He so disseized of his gryping grosse,

The knight his thrillant speare againe assayd

In his bras-plated body to embosse,

And three mens strength vnto the stroke he la\*d

;

Wherewith the stifle beame quaked, as af?rayd.

And glauncing from his scaly necke, did gl\de

Close vnder his left wing, then broad displayd.

The percing Steele there wrought a wound full

wyde,

That with the vncouth smart the Monster
lowdlv crvde.

21

le cryde, as raging seas are wont to rore,

iTien wir

threat,

WTien wintrv storme his wrathfull wreck does

I

The rolling billowes beat the ragged shore, -^

As they the earth would shoulder from her seat,

And greedie gulfe docs gape, as he would eat

His neighbour element in his reuenge :

Then gin the blustring brethren boldly threat.

To moue the world from off his stedfast henge,

^jid boystrous battell make, each other to

auenge.o 22

Tlie steely head stucke fast still in his flesh,

Till with his cruell clawes he snatcht the wood,
And quite a sunder broke. Forth flowed fresh

A gushing riuer of blackc goarie blood.

That drowned all the land, whereon he stood;

The streame thereof would driue a water-mill.

Trebly augmented was his furious mood
With bitter sense of his deepe rooted ill,

That llames of fire he threw forth from his large

noscthrill.
23

His hideous tayle then hurled he about.

And therewith all enwrapt the nimble thye?

Of his froth-foniy stee<l, whose courage stout

Striuing to loose the knot, that fast him tyes,

Himsclfe instreighter lundestoorash implyes.

That to the ground he is iK?rforceconstraynd

To throw his rider : who can quickly rvse

From off the earth, with durty blond distaynd,

For that reprochfull fall right [o\\\\ hetlisdaynd.

24
And fiercely tookc iiis trenchand blade in hand.

With which he stroke so furious and so fell.

That nothing see!n<l the j)uiss;\nix' coukl with-

stand :

V|)on his crest the h.irdned yron fell,

liut his more hardnecl crest was aimd so well,

That deeper dint llurein it would not make ;

\'et so extreniely diil the bulTe him quell.

That from thenceforth Ijc shund the like to

take, (forxike.

But when he saw them romo, he did them ^u\\

^
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The knight was wrath to see his stroke beguyld,

And smote againe with more outrageous might;

But backe againe the sparckUng Steele recoyld,

And left not any marke, where it did light

;

As if in Adamant rocke it had bene pight.

The beast impatient of his smarting wound,
And of so fierce and forcible despight,

Thought with his wings to stye aboue the

ground
;

But his late wounded wing vnseruiceable found.

26

Then full of griefe and anguish vehement,
He lowdly brayd, that like was neuer heard,

I

And from his wide deuouring ouen sent

A flake of fire, that flashing in his beard.

Him all amazd, and almost made afTeard :

The scorching flame sore swinged all his face,

And through his armour all his bodie seard,

That he could not endure so cruell cace.

But thought his armes to leaue, and helmet to

vnlace.
27

Not that great Champion of the antique world,

Whom famous Poetes verse somuch doth vaunt.
And hath for twelue huge labours high extold.

So many furies and sharpe fits did haunt,

Wlicn him thepoysoned garment did enchaunt
With Centames bloud, and bloudie verses

charm'd,

As did this knight twelue thousand dolours

daunt, [arm'd,

Whom fyrie Steele now burnt, that earst him
That erst him goodly arm'd, now most of all

him harm'd. „28

Faint, wearie, sore, emboyled, grieued, brent

With heat, toylc, wounds, armes, smart, and
inward fire

That neuer man such mischiefes did torment

;

Death better were, death did he oft desire,

But death will neuercome,whcnneedes require.

WTiom so dismayd when that his foe beheld,

He cast to suffer him no more respire.

But gan his sturdie sterne about to weld.

And him so strongly stroke, that to the ground
him feld.

29
It fortuned (as faire it then befell)

Behind his lucke vnweeting, where he stood,

Of auncient time there was a springing well,

From which fast trickled forth a silucr Hood,
Full of great vertucs, and for med'cine good.
Wliylome, before that cursed Dragon got
That happie land, and all with innocent blood
Defyld those sacred wanes, it rightly hot
The well oj life, ne yet his vertucs had forgot.

30
For vnto life the dead it could restore,

And guilt of sinful! crimes cleane wash away.
Those that with sicknesse were infected sore.

It could recure, and aged long decay
Renew, as one were borne that very day.
Both Silo this, and Jordan did excell,

And th'English5a//z,and eke thegerman5"/)flz/,.

Ne can Cephise, nor Hebrus match this well

:

Into the same the knight backe ouerthrowen,.

fell.

31
Now gan the golden Phoebus for to steepe

His fierie face in billowes of the west,

And his faint steedes watred in Ocean deepe,

Whiles from their iournall labours they did
rest.

When that infernall Monster, hauing kest

His wearie foe into that lining well,

Can high aduance his broad discoloured brcst,

Aboue his wonted pitch, with countenance fell,

And clapt his yron wings, as victor he did

dwell.

32
WTiich when his pensiue Ladie saw from farre.

Great woe and sorrow did her soule assay,

As weening that the sad end of the warre,

And gan to highest God entirely pray,

That feared chance from her to turne away
;

With folded hands and knees full lowly bent
All nightshewatcht,ne once adowne would lay

Her daintie limbs in her sad dreriment,

But praying still did wake, and waking did

lament.

The morrow next gan early to appeare,

That Titan rose to runne his daily race
;

But early ere the morrow next gan rcare

Out of the sea faire Titans deawy face,

Vp rose the gentle virgin from her place,

And looked all about, if she might spy
Her loucd knight to moue his manly pace :

For she had great doubt of his safety,

Since late she saw him fall before his enemy.

34
At last she saw, where he vpstarted braue

Out of the well, wherein he drenched lay
;

As Eagle fresh out of the Ocean wane,

Where he hath left his plumes all hoary gray,

And deckt himsclfc with feathers youthly gay.

Like Eyas hauke vp mounts vnto the skies.

His newly budded pineons to assay.

And marueiles at himsclfe, still as he flies :

So new this new-borne knight to battell new
did rise.
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35
iVhom when the damned feend so fresh did sp\-,

No wonder if he wondred at the sight,

And doubted, whether his late enemy
It were, or other new suppUed knight.

He, now to proue his late renewed might,

High brandishing his bright deaw-burning
blade,

V[X)n his crested scalpe so sore did smite,

That to the scull a yawning wound it made :

rhe deadly dint his dulled senses all dismaid.

36
. wote not, whether the rcucnging Steele

Were hardncd with that holy water dew.
Wherein he fell, or sharper edge did feele,

Or his baptized hands now greater grew
;

Or other secret vertuc did ensew
;

Else neuer could the force of fleshly arme,
Ne molten mettall in his bloud embrcw :

For till that stownd could neuer wight him
harme,

3y subiilty, nor slight, nor might, nor mighty
charmc.

37
rhe cruell wound enraged him so sore,

That loud he yelled for exceeding |)aine
;

As hundred raaipinii.Lypns seem'd to rore,

Whom rauenous hunger did thereto constraine:

Then gan he tosse aloft his stretched traine,

And therewith scourge the buxorne aire so sore.

That to his force to yeclden it was fainc
;

Ne ought his sturdicstrokesmight stand afore,

riiat high trees ouerthrew, and rocks in pccccs

rhe same aduauncing high aboue his head,
With sharpe iiilcnded sling so rude him smot,
That to the earlh him drone, as stricken «lead,

Ne lining wight would haue him life bcliot

:

The mortall sting his angry needle shot

Quite through his shield, and in his shoulder
seiLsd,

Wliere fast it stuckc.nc would there out Ix; got:

Tlic griefe thereof him wondrous s<jre diseasd,

^'c might his ranckling paine with patience Ix.-

ai)i)cas<l.
30

3ut yet more mindfull of his honf)Mr deare,

TIkii of the griruotissmart.whidiliimdid wring,

From loathed soile he ran him lightly reare,

Ah<l strouc to loose the farre inlixe<l sting :

Wlii«hwhrn invainehc tryde withstruggcling,
InllamM with wrath, his raging blade he heft.

And strcKikr so strongly, that the knottvslring
Of his huge taile he (juite a sundt-r deft,

Fine ioynts ihcrcof he hcwd, and but the stump
hini left.

Hart cannot thinke, what outrage, and what cr\-es,

\N'ith fouleenfouldred smoake and flashing lire,

The hell-bred beast threw forth vnto the skycs.
That all was couered with darknesse dire :

Then fraught with rancour, and engorged ire,

He cast at once him to auenge for all.

And gathering vp himselfe out of the mire,
With his vneuen wings did fiercely fall

Vpon his sunne-bright shield, and gript it fast

withall.
41

Much was the man encombrcd with his hold.

In fearc to lose his weapon in his paw,
Ne wist yet, how his talants to vnfold ;

Nor harder was from Cerberus grecdie iaw
To plucke a bone, then from his cruell claw-

To rcaue by strength the grii)ed gage away :

Thrise he assa\d it from his foot to draw,
And thrise in vaine to draw it did assay.

It booted nought to thinke, to robbe him of his

I'^'^y- 4 242
Tho when he saw no power might preuaile.

His trustie sword he cald to his last aid.

Wherewith he fiercely did his foe ass;\ile,

And double blowes about him stoutly laid.

That glauncing fire out of the yron plaid
;

Assmrckles from the Anduile vse to fly,

WKeiriieauiehammers on the wedge are swaid;

Therewith at last he forst him to vnty
One of his grasping fecte, himtodefend thereby.

43
Ihc other foot, fast fixed on his shield,

Whcnas no strength, nor- stroks mote him
Constraine

To loose, ne yet the warlike pledge to vitkl.

He smot thereat with all his might and maine.
That nought so wondrous pui^^sance might

sustaine
;

V|)on the ioynt the lucky Steele did light.

And made such way, that hewd it quite in

twainc

;

The jww yet missed not his tniiii»ht might,
Hut hong still on the shield, as it at ru>t was

pight.

I'or griefc thereof, and diueli>h despight.

I'Vom his infernall fournace forth he ihnw
Hugeflanus,lhat«limmedalltluheauens light.

I'-nrold in duskish ^nloke and brinjstone blew
;

As burning Aetthi Ironi his lH)vling stew
lV)thUI(hout flamt^.andrtHkes in|H."fa-sl)n»ke,

An<l ragged ribs «»f niountaines molten new.
Knwrapt in eoK blarke cloudsand iillhysmoke.

That all the land with stench, and hcaucn with
horror choke.
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The heate whereof, and harmefuU pestilence

So sore him noyd, that forst him to retire

A little backward for his best defence,

To saue his bodie from the scorching fire,

Which he from hellish entrailes did expire.

Itchaunst(etcrnallGodthatchauncedidguide)

As he recoyled backward, in the mire

His nigh forwearied feeble feet did slide,

And downe he fell, with dread of shame sore

terrifide. r
46

There grew a goodly tree him faire beside,

Loaden with fruit and apples rosie red.

As they in pure vermilion had beene dide,

Wliereof great vertues ouer all were red :

For happie life to all, which thereon fed.

And life eke euerlasting did befall

:

Great God it planted in that blessed sted

With his almightie hand, and did it call

The tree oflije, the crime of our first fathers fall.

47
In all the world like was not to be found,

Saue in that soile, where all good things did

grow,

And freely sprong out of the fruitfuU ground,
As incorrupted Nature did them sow,

Till that dread Dragon all did ouerthrow.
Another like faire tree eke grew thereby,

Wliereof who so did eat, eftsoones did know
Both good and ill : mornefull memory :

That tree through one mans fault hath doen vs

all tody.
^3

From that first tree forth fiowd, as from a well,

A trickling streame of Balme, most soueraine

And daintiedeare, which on the groundstillfell,

And ouerflowcd all the fertill plaine,

As it had deawed bene with timely raine :

Life and long health that gratious ointment
gaue,

And deadly woundes could heale, and reare

againe

The senselesse corse appointed for the graue.

Into that same he fell : which did from deatii

him saue.
49

For nigh thereto the euer damned beast

Durst not ap[)roch, for he was deadly made.
And all that life prcserued, did detest

:

Yet he it oft aducntur'd to inuade.

By this the drouping day-light gan to fade.

And yeeld his roome to sad succeeding night,

Wlio with her sable mantle gan to shade
The face of earth, and wayes of lining wight.

And high her burning torch set vp in heauen
bright.

50
WTien gentle Vna saw the second fall

Of her deare knight, who wearie of long fight.

And faint through losse of bloud, mou'd not at

all,

But lay as in a dreame of deei^e delight,

Besmeard with pretious Balme, whose ver-

tuous might
Did heale his wounds, and scorching heat alay,

Againe she stricken was with sore affright.

And for his safetie gan deuoutly pray
;

And watch the noyous night, and wait for

ioyous day.

^ .
51

The ioyous day gan early to appeare,

And faire Aurora from the deawy bed
Of aged Titlwne gan her selfe to reare.

With rosie cheekes, for shame as blushing red ;

Her golden lockes for haste were loosely shed
About her eares, when Vna her did marke
Clymbe to her charet, all with flowers spred,

From heauen high to chase the chearelessedarke;

With merry note her loud salutes the mounting
larke.

Then freshly vp arose the doughtie knight,

All healed of his hurts and woundes wide,

And did himselfe to battell readie dight

;

Whose early foe awaiting him beside

To haue deuourd, so soone as day he spyde,

WTien now he saw himselfe so freshly reare,

As if late fight had nought him damnifyde,
He woxe dismayd, and gan his fate to feare ;

Nathlesse with wonted rage he him aduaunced
neare.

53
. .

And in his first encounter, gaping wide,

He thought attoncehim to haue swallowd quight.

And rusht vpon him with outragious pride
;

Whohimr'encountringfierce,ashaukein flight.

Perforce rebutted backe. The weapon bright

Taking aduantage of his open iaw,

Ran through his mouth with so importune might,

That deepe emperst his darksome hollow maw,
And back retyrd,his life bloud forth with all did

draw.

/ ^ 54
\a dnwnp

\-\^^ fi^ll. and forth his life did breath,

That i-anisht into smoke and cloudes swift

;

So downe he fell, that th'carth him vnderneath

Did grone, as feeble so great load to lift

;

So downe he fell, as an huge rockie clift.

Whose false foundation wanes haue washtawav,
With drcadfull poyse is from the mayneland rift.

And rolling downe, great A^^'p/zm^doth dismay;

J^he^ell, and like an heaped mountaine

C'^sp-Xp^-
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"he knight himselfe euen trembled at his fall,

So huge and horrible a masse it seem'd
;

And his deare Ladie, that beheld it all,

Durst not approch for dread, which she mis-

deem'd,

But yet at last, when as the direful! feend

She saw not stirre, off-shaking vaine affright,

She nigher drew, and saw that ioyous end :

Then God she praysd, and thankt her faithfull

knight,

Tiat had atchieu'd so great a conquest by his

might.

Cant. XII.

Faire Vna to the Redcrosse knight

hetroitlhed is with toy :

Though false Diiessa it to bane

herfalse sleights doe imploy.

COCOCOC'XOCOC'XOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO

Jehold r sec the hauen nigh at hand,

To wiiich I nicane my wcarie course to bend
;

Vereiliemaineshete,andbcarevpwiththeland,

The which afore is fairely to be kend.

And sfcmcth safe from stormcs, that may offend

;

Tlicre this faire virgin wc-arie of her way
Must landed be, now at her iourneycs end :

There eke my feeble barke a while may stay,

'ill merry wind and weather call her thence

away.

icarscly had Phccbiis in the glooming E;ist

Yet luirncsscd his firie-footed teeme,

Ne reard ahoue the eiirth his flaming creast,

VVIic-n the lust deadly smoke aloft did stecmc,

Tliat signe of last outbrc-alhcd life did seeme
Vnto the watchman on the raslle wall

;

VV']ir)(liercbyfk-adtliatbal(fulll5<;Lstdidd(.eme,

Arid to his I^jrd and I^<lic lowd gan call,

'o tell, how he lud scene the Dragons fatall full.

^»rosc with hastie ioy, and feeble speed
That aged Sire, the I>ord of all tiiat land,

Ari'l lfH»kcd forth, to wci-t, if true indctdc
• tydings were, sus he <lid vn<lir>3t;iii<l,

\\ whenas true by tryall he out fmid,

He l»ad to o|H*n wyde his bra/.c-n gate,

Willi h long time had bene shut, ami out of bond
PrfMlaymtil ioy arul iK-are through all his state;

or dead now was tncir f"K', wliich them fnr-

raycd late.

Then gan triumphant Trompets sound on hie,

That sent to heauen the ecchoed report

Of their new ioy, and happie victorie

Gainst him, that had them long opprest with
And fast imprisoned in sieged fort. [tort.

Then all the people, as in solemne feast.

To him assembled with one full consort,

Reioycing at the fall of that great beast.

From whose eternall bondage now they were
releast.

.5
Forth came that auncient Lordand aged Queene,
Arayd in antique robes downe to the ground.
And sad habiliments right well besecne

;

A noble crew alx)ut them waited round
Of sage and sober Peres, all grauely gownd ;

Wliom farre before did march a goodly band
Of tall young men, all hable amies to sownd.
But now they laurell braunches bore in hand

;

Glad signe of victorie and peace in all their land.

Vnto that doughtie Conquerour they came.
And him before themselucs prostrating low,

Their Lord and Patrone loud did him proclame,
And at his feet their laurell boughes did throw.

Soone after them all dauncing on a row
The comely virgins came, with girlands dight,

As fresh as flowrcs in medow greene do grow,

When morning ck-aw v|X)n their leaues doth light:

And in their hands sweet Timbrels all vpheld on
hight.

7
And them before, the fry of children young
Their wanton s|)orts and childish mirth dill [ijav,

And to the Maydens sounding tvmbrels sung
In well attuiK'd notes, a ioyous lav,

And made dilightfull musirke all the wav,
Vntill they auiu-, where that faire virgin stootl;

As faire Diatui in fresh sominers day
Bthokls her Nymphes.enraungM in shadie w ooil,

Some wrestle, some do run, some bathe in

christall flood

8
So she iK'heltl those maydens meriment
With chcarefull vew ; nnIio when to her they

(-.Miie,

Themselucs to ground with gratious hun)bles>ie

.And her ador'd by honorable name, [l)enl,

Lilting to luauen her euerlxsiing fame :

Then on her head they set u girland grcenc.

Antlcrowned her twixt earnest and twixt game;
v

Who in her selfe-reseniblancc well iKsecnc.

ni<l seeme sueh, as she N\as, a gotxlly maiden
(.Hieene.
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And after, all the raskall many ran,

Heaped togetlier in rude rablement,

To see the face of that victorious man

:

Whom all admired, as from heauen sent,

And gazd vpon with gaping wonderment.
But when they came, where that dead Dragon lay,

Stretcht on the ground in monstrous large extent,

The sight with idle feare did them dismay,

Ne durst approch him nigh, to touch, or once
assay.

Some feard,and fled ;some feardand well it faynd

;

One that would wiser seeme, then all the rest,

Warnd him not touch, for yet perhaps remaynd
Some lingring life within his hollow brest,

Or in his wombe might lurke some hidden nest

Of many Dragonets, his fruitfuU seed
;

Another said, that in his eyes did rest

Yet sparckling fire, and bad thereof take heed;

Another said, he saw him moue his eyes indeed.

II

One mother, when as her foolehardie chyld

Did come too neare, and with his talants play,

Halfe dead through feare, her litle babereuyld,

And to her gossips gan in counsell say
;

How can I tell, but that his talants may
Yet scratch mysonne, or rend his tenderhand ?

So diuersly themselues in vaine they fray
;

Whiles some more bold, to measure him nigh

stand.

To proue how many acres he did spread of land.

12

Thus flocked all the folke him round about.

The whiles that hoarie king, with all his traine,

Being arriued, where that champion stout

After his foes defeasance did remaine,

Him goodly greetes, and faire does cntertaine.

With princely gifts of yuorie and gold.

And thousand thankes him ycclds for all liis

paine.

Then when his daughter deare he docs behold,

Her dcarcly doth imbrace,and kisscth manifold.

^3

And after to his Pallace he them brings.

With shaumes, and tromi)ets, and with

Clarions sweet ;

And all the way the ioyous people sings.

And with their garments strovves the jxiued street

:

Whence mounting v[),they find purucyance meet

:0f all, that royall Princes court became,

And all the floore was vndcrncath their feet

Bespred with costly scarlot of great name.

On which they lowly sit, and fitting purpose

frame.

14

What needs me tell their feast and goodly guize,

In which was nothing riotous nor vaine ?

What needs of daintie dishes to deuize,

Of comely seruices, or courtly trayne ?

My narrow leaues cannot in them containe

The large discourse of royall Princes state.

Yet was theirmanner then but bare and plaine

:

For th'antique world excesseand pride did hate;
Such proud luxurious pompe is swollen vp but

late.

Then when with meatcs and drinkes of euery
kinde

Their feruent appetites they quenched had,
That auncient Lord gan fit occasion finde,

Of straunge aduentures, and of perils sad,

Which in his trauell him befallen had,

For to demaund of his renowmed guest

:

Who then with vtt'rance graue, and count'n-

ance sad,

From point to point, as is before exprest,

Discourst his %oyage long, according his re-

quc^t.
^

^^

Great pleasure mixt with pittifuU regard,

That godly King and Queene did passionate,

Whiles they his pitti full aduentures heard.

That oft they did lament his lucklesse state,

And often blame the too importune fate,

That heapd on him somany wrathfuUwreakes

:

For neuer gentle knight, as he of late,

So tossed was in fortunes cruell freakes
;

And all the while salt teares bedeawd the

hearers cheal-cs.
17

Then said that royall Pere in sober wise ;

Deare Sonne, great beene the euils,which ye bore
From first to last in your late enterj)rise,

That I note, whether prayse, or pitty more :

For neuer lining man, I weene, so sore

In sea of deadly daungers was distrest

;

But since now safe j-e seised haue the shore,

And well arriued are, (high God be blest)

Let vs deuize of ease and euerlasting rest.

18

Ah dearest Lord, said then that doughty knight,

Of ease or rest I may not yet deuize
;

For by the faith, which I to armcs haue plight,

I bounden am streight after this em[3rizc.

As that your daughter can ye well aduize,

Backe to returne to that great Faerie Quccnc,

And her to serue six yeares in warlike wizc,

Gainst that proud Paynim king, that workcs

her tccne :

Therefore I ought craue pardon, till I there

haue beene.
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ihappie faUes that hard necessilie,

^uoth he) the Iroubler of my happie peace,

.nd vowed foe of my fehcitie
;

ie I against the same can iustly preace

:

>ut since that band ye cannot now release,

[or doen vndo
;
(for vowes may not be vaine)

oone as the terme of those six yeares shall

cease,

e then shall hither backe returne againe,

le marriage to accomplish vowd betwixt you
twain.

20

hich for my part I couet to pcrforme,

n sort as through llie world 1 did [)roclame,

hat who so kild that monster most dcforme,

.nd him in hardy battaile oucrcamc,
hould haue mine onely daughter to his Dame,
.nd of my kingdome hcirc apjiaraunt bee :

herefore since now to thee perteines the same,

!y dew desert of noble cheualree,

»th daughter and eke kingdome, lo I yield to

thee.

21

icn forth he called that his daughter faire,

he fairest Vn his onely daughter dcare,

lis onely daughter, and his onely heyre
;

Hio forth proceeding with sad sober cheare,

.s bright as doth the morning starre a[)peare

'ut of the Eiist, with flaming lockes bcdight,

b tell that dawning day is drawing nearc,

.nd to the world d(xs bring long wished light

;

faire and fresh tliat Lady shewd her sclfe in

sight.

22

faire and fresh, as frcslicst flowre in Ma>' ;

or she had layd iier mournefull stole iiside,

nd widow-like sjul wimple tiirowiie away,
therewith her heauenly beaulie she did hide,

k'liiies on her wt-arie iourney she did ride ;

,nd on her now a garment she did weare,

,11 lilly white, withoiittcn s|)<)t, or |)ride,

hat seemd like silke and siluer wouen neare.

It neither silke nor siluer therein did appcare.

le bla/,ing brighlnesse of lic-r JKauties bi-ame,

,nd glorious light of hrr slln^ilynv face

b till, were as to striue against tin- strratne.

Iv ragg<-d rimes are all I(K) rude and Uice,

ler hfamnly lineaments for to endiace.

le won'ler ; f(jr her owne deare hiued knight

,

.11 were she dayly with hims<lfe in place,

)i<l w(Mi<ier much at lier relesliali sight

:

t ha*l he scene her faire, but ncuer so faire

digl.t.

SI'KNSI'.R

24

So fairely dight, when she in presence came.
She to her Sire made humble reuerence.

And bowed low, that her right well became.
And added grace vnto her excellence :

Who with great w isedomc,and graue eloquence

Thus gan to say. But eare he thus had said,

With llyingspecde,andsecminggrcat pretence,

Came running in, much like a man dismaid,

A Messenger with letters, which his message said.

All in the open hall amazed stood,

At suddeinnesse of that vnwarie sight,

And wondred at his breathlesse hastie mood.
But he for nought would stay his passage right

Till fast before the king he did alight
;

Where falling flat, great humblesse he did make,
Andkist theground,whereon his foot was pight;

Then to his hands that writ he did betake,

Which he disclosing, red thus, as the paper

sjmke.

26

To thee, most mighty king of Eden faire,

Her greeting sends in these sad linis addrest,

The wofull daughter, and forsaken heire

Of that great Empcrour of all the West

;

And bkls thee be aduiztd for the best.

Ere thou thy daughter linck in holy band
Of wedlocke to that new vnknowen guest

:

lor he already [)lightLd his right hand
\'nto another loue, and to another land.

To me sad mayd, or rather widow sad.

He was affiaunced long time before.

And sacrid pledges he lH)th gaue, and luid,

False erraunt knight, infamous, and forswore :

Witnesse the burning Altars, which he swore.

And giiiltie heauens of his lK)ld iKriury,

\\ Inch though he hath |)olluted oft of vorc,

\'et 1 to them for iudgement iust do lly.

And thenu miiuK I'auenge thisshatnefulliiiiury.

28

Therefore since mine he is, or free or lH)nd,

Or false or trew, or lining or else dead.

Withhold, Osoueraiiie rrime, your luisty bond
I'rom knitting league with him, I \t'U ;ui-ad ;

Ne weene my right with strength adownc to

tread.

Through weakenisse ol ni\' \\ idowlud.or wtx-

:

I'or trutli is strong, her rightfulltMUse to plnid.

And shall lin«l friends, if need reipiireth mh-,

.So l)itls thee well to fare, Tl;y neither (rici.d,

nor ftK', I'tdcssa.
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When he these bitter byting words had red,

The tydings straunge did him abashed make,

That still he sate long time astonished

As in great muse, ne word to creature spake.

At last his solemne silence thus he brake,

With doubtfull eyes fast fixed on his guest

;

Redoubted knight, that for mine onely sake

Thy Ufe and honour late aduenturest.

Let nought be hid from me, that ought to be

exprest.
^^

What meane these bloudy vowes,and idle threats,

Throwne out from womanish impatient mind ?

What heauens ? wiiat altars ? what enraged

heates

Here heaped vp with termes of loue vnkind.

My conscience cleare with guiltv bands would

bind ?

High God be witnesse, that I guiltlesse ame.
But if your selfe. Sir knight, ye faultie find,

Or wrapped be in loues of former Dame,
With crime do not it couer, but disclose the

same.
31

Towhom thtRedcrosse knight this answere sent.

My Lord, my King, be nought hereat dismayd.

Till well ye wote by graue intendiment,

Wliat woman, and wherefore doth me vpbrayd
With breach of loue, and loyalty betrayd.

It was in my mishaps, as hitherward

1 lately traueild, that vnwares I strayd

Out of my way, through perils straunge and
hard

;

That day should faile me, ere I had them all

declard.
32

Tliere did I find, or rather I was found

Of this false woman, that Fidessa hight,

Fidessa hight the falsest Dame on ground.

Most false Diiessa, royall richly dight.

That easie was t' inuegle weaker sight

:

Wlio by her wicked arts, and wylie skill,

Too false and strong for earthly skill or might,

Vnwares me wrought vnto her wicked will,

A>nd to my foe betrayd, when least I feared ill.

33
Then stepped forth the goodly royall Mayd,
And on the ground her selfe prostrating low.

With sober countenaunce thus to him sayd
;

pardon me, my soueraigne Lord, to show
The secret treasons, which of late I know
To haue bene wroght by that false sorcercsse.

She onely she it is, that earst did throw
This gentle knight into so great distresse,

That death him did awaite in dayly wretched-

nesse.

34
And now it scemes, that she suborned liath

This craftie messenger with letters vaine.

To worke new woe and improuided scath.

By breaking of the band betwixt vs twaine
;

Wherein she vscd hath the practicke paine

Of this false footman, clokt with simplenesse,

Whom if ye please for to discouer plaine,

Ye shall him Archimago find, 1 ghesse.

The falsest man aliue ; who tries shall find no
lesse.

35
The king was greatly moued at her speach,

And all with suddcin indignation fraight,

Bad on tliat Messenger rude hands to reach.

Eftsoones the Gard, which on his state did

wait,

Attacht that faitor false,and bound him strait:

Wlio seeming sorely chauffed at his band,

As chained Beare, whom cruell dogs do bait,

With idle force did faine them to withstand,

And often semblaunce made to scape out of

their hand. ^
36

But they him layd full low in dungeon deepe,

And bound him hand and foote with yron
chains.

And with continuall watch did warely keepc
;

Who then would thinke, that by his subtile

trains

He could escape fowle death or deadly paines ?

Thus when that Princes wrath was pacifide.

He gan renew the late forbidden banes,

And to the knight his daughter deare he tyde,

With sacred rites and vowes for euer to abyde.

His owne two hands the holy knots did knit,

That none but death for euer can deuide

;

His owne two hands, for such a turne most fit.

The housling fire did kindle and prouide,

And holy water thereon sprinckled wide
;

At which the bushy Teade a groome did light,

And sacred lampe in secret chamber hide,

Where it should not be quenched day nor

night,

P'or feare of euill fates, but burnen euer bright.

Then gan they sprinckle all the iwsts w ith wine.

And made great feast to solemnize that day
;

They all pcrfumde with frankencervse diuine,

And precious odours fetcht from far away.

That all the house did sweat with great aray :

And all the while swecte Musicke did apply

Her curious skill, the warbling notes to play.

To driue away the dull Melancholy ;

The whiles one sung a song of loue and iollity.
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39
During the which there was an heaucnly noise

Heard sound through all the Pallace pleasantly,

Like as it had bene many an Angels voice,

Singing before th'eternall maiesty.

In their trinall triplicities on hye
;

Yet wist no creature, whence that heauenly

sweet

Proceeded, yet each one felt ^e retly

Himselfe thereby reft of his sences meet,

A.nd rauished with rare impression in his sprite.

41

Her ioyous presence and sweet company
In full content he there did long enioy,

Ne wicked enuie, ne vile gealosy

His deare delights were able to annoy :

Yet swimming in that sea of blLsfuU ioy,

He nought forgot, how he whilom'e had
sworne,

In case lie could that monstrous beast destroy,

Vnto his Farie Queenc backe to returne :

The which he shortly did, and Vtia left to

40
Great ioy was made that day of young and old,

And solemne feast proclaimd throughout the

land,

Tliat their exceeding merth ma^- not be told :

Suffice it heare by signes to vnderstand
The vsuall ioycs at knitting of loues band.
Thrise happy man the knight himselfe did hold,

Possc*ssed of his Ladies hart and hand,
And eucr, when his eye did her behold,

lis heart didseemetomeltin pleasures manifold.

Now strike your sailes ye iolly Mariners,

For we be come \nto a quiet rode.

Where we must land some of our passengers,

And light this wcarie vcsscll of her lode.

Here she a \\hilc may make her safe abode,

Till she repaired haue her tackles spent,

And wants supplidc. And then againe abroad
On the long voyage whereto she is bent

:

Well may slie s[)oede and fairely finish her

intent.

FINIS LIB. I
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THE SECOND
BOOKE OF THE

FAERIE aVEENE.
Contayning,

THE LEGEND OF SIR GVYON.
OR

of Temperaunce.

IICHT well I wotc most miphty Souerainc,

That all this famous anticiue history.

Of sonic th'aboiiiKl.uirc of an idle brainc

Will iiidj^erl be, aiifl painUd for^^ery,

Rather then matter of iiist nuinnry,

Sith none, that breatheth liuiii}^ aire, does

!;now,

• is tiiat happy land of Faery,

li I so iniuli do vaunt, yet no where
show,

lut vouch anti<|uitiis, which no Ixnly ran

know.

'i:i 111 that man with Ix-tti r sence aduize,

of the world least jKirt to vs is red :

laylv how thrf)U^,'h hardy cnterprize,

preat K«-j^'i(ms arc disroucrcd,

li to late a»;e were ncurr nu'iitionefl.

cucr heani of th' Indian Prrn ?

Oi .\ho in ventmons vessell iiKasured

'Hie Auuiums hnqe riiirr now fonn<l trew ?

)r fruitfulint Virginia who did t-mr v< w ,-'

Yet all these were.when nomandid them know

;

Vet hauc from wisest ages hidden l)eene :

And later times thin<;s more vnknowne shall

show.

Why then should witkssc man so much mis-

weene
That nothin}^ is. but that which he hath scene?

What if within the Mooneslaireshinin^sphcare?

What if in entry other starre vnsecne

Of other worldes lie haj)pily should hturc ?

He wonder would nnun more : yet such to

some apjK'are.

\

Of I'aeiii.' lond yet if he more in«|uire.

By ccrtainc si^nes lierc set in sundry place

He may it find : nc let liim then admire,

Hut vield his sence to W t(H) blunt and bare,

That no'te without an hf>und fine foot inptnice.

And thou. O fairest i'rineesse vn<ler sky.

In this faiie minliour niaist Inhold thy face,

And thine owiic nalmcs in loin! of I'aery,

And in this anti(|ue Imn^;c thy prcat auncestr)*.
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The which pardon me thus to enfold

In couert vele, and wrap in shadowes Hght,

That feeble ej'es your glory may behold,

Which else could not endure those beames
bright,

But would be dazled with exceeding light.

pardon, and vouchsafe with patient eare

Tlie braue aduentures of this Faery knight

The good Sir Giiyon gratiously to heare,

In whom great rule of Temp'raunce goodly

doth appeare.

Cant. I.

Guyon by Archimage ahusd,

The Redcrosse knight awaytes,

Findes Mordant and Amauia shine

With pleasures poisoned baytes.

I

That cunning Architect of cancred guile,

Whom Princes late displeasure left in bands,

For falsed letters and suborned wile,

Soone as the Redcrosse knight he vnderstands

To beene departed out of Eden lands,

To serue againe his soueraine Elfin Quecne,
His artes he moues, and out of caytiues hands
Himselfe he frees by secret meanes vnseene

;

His shackles emptie left, him selfe escaped

cleene.

2

And forth he fares full of malicious mind,
To worken mischiefe and auenging woe,

Where euer he that godly knight may find.

His onely hart sore, and his onely foe,

Sith Vna now he algates must forgoe,

Whom his victorious hands did earst restore

To natiue crowne and kingdome late ygoe :

Where she cnioyes sure peace for euermorc,

As weather-beaten ship arriu'd on happie shore.

Him therefore now the obiect of his spight

And deadly food he makes : him to offend

By forged treason, or by open fight

He scekes, of all his drift the aymed end :

Thereto his subtile engins he does bend,

His practick wit, and liis faire filed tong,

With thousand other sleights : for well he
kend,

His credit now in doubtfuU ballauncc hong
;

Forhardly could be hurt, who was already stong.

Still as he went, he craftie stales did lay.

With cunning traines him to entrap vnwares,
And priuie spials plast in all his way.
To weete what course he takes, and how he fares

;

To ketch him at a vantage in his snares.

But now so wise and warie was the knight

By triall of his former harmcs and cares.

That he descridc, and shonned still his slight

:

The fish that once was caught, new bait will

hardly bite.

5
Nath'lesse th'Enchaunter would not spare his

paine,

In hope to win occ-asion to his will

;

Which when he long awaited had in vaine.

He chaungd his minde from one to other ill

:

For to all good he enimy was still.

\'^pon the way him fortuned to meet,
Faire marching vnderneath a shady hill,

A goodly knight, all armd in harnesse meete,

That from his head no place appeared to his

feete. ^6

His carriage was full comely and vpright.

His countenaunce demure and temperate,

But yet so sterne and terrible in sight,

That cheard his friends, and did his foes amate:

He was an Elfin borne of noble state,

And mickle worship in his natiue land
;

Well could he tourney and in lists debate.

And knighthood tookeof good Sir Hitons hand,

When with king Oberon he came to Faerie land.

7
Him als accompanyd vpon the way
A comely Palmer, clad in blacke attire,

Of ripest ycares, and haires all hoarie gray.

That with a staffe his feeble steps did stire.

Least his long way his aged limbcs should tire;

And if by lookes one may the mind aread.

He seemd to be a sage and sober sire.

And euer with slow pace the knight did lead,

Wlio taught his trampling steed with equall

steps to tread. „

Such whenas Archiniago them did view.

He weened well to worke some vncouth wil \

Eftsoones vntwisting his deceiptfull clew,

He gan to weaue a web of wicked guile,

And with faire countenance and flattring stile.

To them approching, thus the knight bespakc:

Faire sonne of Mars, that scekc with warlike

spoile,

And great atchieu'ments great your selfe to

make.
Vouchsafe to stay your steed for humble misers

sake.
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le stayd his steed for humble misers sake,

And bad tell on the tenor of his plaint-;

Wlio feigning then in euery limbe to quake,

Through inward feare, and seeming pale and
faint

With piteousmone his percingspeachgan paint;

Deare Lady how shall I declare th}- cace,

WTiom late I left in langourous constraint ?

Would God thy selfe now present were in [)lacc,

'0 tell this ruefull tale ; thy sight could win

thee grace.^ 10

>r rather would, would it so had chaunst,

That you, most noble Sir, had present beene,

Wlien that lewd ribauld with vile lust aduaunst

Layd first his filthy hands on virgin clcene,

To spoile her daintie corse so faire and sheene.

As on the earth, great mother of vs all.

With liuing eye more faire was neuer seene,

Df chastitie and honour virginall

:

/itncsse ye heauens, whom she in vaine to

helpe did call.

fow may itbe,(sai<l then the knighthalfe wroth.)

That knight should knighthood cuer so liaue

shent ? [troth.

None but that saw (quoth he) would wcene for

How shamefully that Maitl he did torment.
[ler looser golden lockes he rudely rent,

And drew heron the ground, and his shar|)esword

Against her snowy brest he fiercely iKiit,

(\nd threat ned death with maiiyahloudie word;
oung hates to tell the rest, that eye to see

abhord.
12

herewith amoucd from his sober mood,
\nd lines heyet (said he) that wrought this act,

\nd (loen the heauens afford him vitall focwl ?

He liues, ((ju(;tli he) and boiLstelh of the fact,

Ne yet hath any knight his courage crackl.

^Vliere may that trcachour then (said lie) Ix-

found,

Dr by what mcanes may I his footing tract ?

rhat sliall I shew (said hi-) ;is sure, a.s hound
lie stricken I>eare doth rhaleiige by the bleed-

ing wound.
'^

c staid not lengcr talkc. but with furce ire

\nd zralous hast away is (|ui( kly gone
kcth:il kiii(.;lil,wliereliimlhatcraftie Squire
'•'d to Im-. They do arriuc anoiic,

Al,. re s;ilr :i gentle i^-idv all alone.
iVilli garments rent, and haire disrhcuele<l,

iVringiMglurhatids.aiifJ making piteous niorie;

ilcr swollen eyes were much disligured,

nd her (aire fucc with tciircs was fowlv
blubUrcd.

14

The knight approching nigh, thus to her said,

Faire Ladie, through foule sorrow ill bedighi.

Great pittie is to see you thus dismaid,

And marre the blossome ofyour beautie bright

:

For thy appease your griefe and heauie plight.

And tell the cause of your conceiued paine.

For if he Hue, that hath you doen despight.

He shall you doe due recompence againe.

Or else his wrong with greater puissance main-
taine.

\Mnch when she heard, as in despightfuU wise,

She wilfully her sorrow did augment.
And offred hope of comfort did despise :

Her golden lockes most cruelly she rent.

And scratcht her face with ghastly dreriment,
Ne would she speake, ne see, ne yet be seene.

But hid her visage, and her head downe l)ent.

Either for grieuous shame, or for great teene,

As if her hart with sorrow had transhxed beene.

16

Till her that Squire bcspake, Madame my liefe,

For Gods deare loue be not so wilfuU bent.

But doe vouchsiile now to receiue reliefe.

The which good fortune doth to you present.

P'or what bootes it to wcepeand to waymcnt,
When ill is chaunst, but doth the ill increase.

And thewcake mind with double woe torment.^
\Mien she her Squire heard speake, she gan

appease

Hervoluntarie paine,andfcele some secret ease.

17

Eftsoone she said, Ah gentle trustie Squire,
What comfort ran 1 wofuU wretch conccaue,
Or why should euer I henceforth desire

To see faire heauens face, and life not leaue,

Sith that false Traytourtlid my honour reaue.^

False traytour certes (said the Faerie knight)

I read the man, that euer would dettaue
A gentle Uulie, or lur wrong through might :

Death were too little |xiine for such a foule

despight.

IH

Hut now, faire I^idie, comfort to vou make.
.\nd rrad, who hath ye wrought this sh.imefull

j)light
;

That short rouenge the man may oueitakc.

Where so he Ik*, and s(H)ne vpon liim light.

Certes (s;iide she) I wote not how he highi,

lUit vnder him n grav stetnie did he wield.

Whose si<le8 with dapletl circles weren dight :

Vpright he nnle. «n«l in his siluer shieM
I !< lK)rea l»loudie ( rosse.that quart reil all the held.
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19

Now by my head (said Guyon) much I muse,

How that same knight should doso foule amis,

Or euer gentle Damzell so abuse :

For may I boldly say, he surely is

A right good knight, and true of word ywis :

1 present was, and can it witnesse well.

When armes he swore, and streight did

enterpris

Th'aduenture of the Errant damozell,

In which he hath great glorie wonne, as I heare

tell.

20

Nathlesse he shortly shall againe be tryde.

And fairely quite him of th'imputed blame.

Else be ye sure he dearely shall abyde,

Or make you good amendment for the same :

All wrongs haue mends, but no amends of

shame.

Now therefore Ladie, rise out of your paine.

And see the saluing of your blotted name.
Full loth she seemd thereto, but yet did faing

;

for she was inly glad her purpose so to gaine,

2f

Her purpose was not such, as she did faine,

Ne yet her person such, as it was scene,

But vnder simple shew and semblant plaine

Lurckt false Duessa secretly vnseene.

As a chast Virgin, that had wronged beene :

So had false Archimago her disguisd.

To cloke her guile with sorrow and sad teene
;

And eke himselfe had craftily deuisd

To be her Squire, and do her seruice well aguisd.

12

Her late forlorne and naked he had found.

Where she did wander in wastj wilderncsse,

Lurking in rockesand caues farre vnder ground.

And withgreene mosse cou'ring her nakednesse.

To hide her shame and loathly filthincsse
;

Sith her Prince Arthur of proud ornaments
And borrow'd beautie spoyld. Her nathelesse

Th'enchaunter finding fit for his intents,

Did thus reuest, and deckt with due habili-

ments.

23
For all he did, was to deceiue good knights,

And draw them from pursuit of praise andfame,
To slug in slouth and sensuall delights,

And end their dales with irrenowmed shame.

And now exceeding griefe him ouercame,

To see the Redcrosse thus aduaunced hye
;

Therefore this craft ie engine he did frame,

Against his praise to stirre vp enmitye

01 such, as vertues like mote vnto him allye.

24
So now he Guyon guides an vncoulh way
Through woods and mountaines, till they came
Into a pleasant dale, that lowly lay [at last

Betwixt two hils, whose high heads ouerplast,

The valley did with coole shade ouercast,

Through midst thereof a little riuer rold,

By which there sate a knight with helme vnlast,

Himselfe refreshing with the liquid cold,

After his trauell long, and labours manifold.

Loe yonder he, cryde Archimage alowd,
That wrought the shamefull fact, which I did shew;

And now he doth himselfe in secret shrowd,
To flie the vengeance for his outrage dew

;

But vaine : for ye shall dearely do him rew,

So God ye speed, and send you good successe
;

Which we farre off will here abide to vew.
So they him left, inflam'd with wrathfulnesse.

That streight against that knight his speare he
did addresse.

26
\ViTi6 seeing him from farre so fierce to pricke,

His warlike armes about him gan embrace,

And in the rest his readie speare did sticke ;

Tho when as still he saw him towards pace,

He gan rencounter him in equall race.

They bene ymet, both readie to alifrap,

When suddenly that warriour gan abace
His threatned speare, as if some new mishap
Had him betidde, or hidden daunger did entrap.

27

And cryde, Mercie Sir knight, and mercie Lord,

For mine offence and heedlesse hardiment,

That had almost committed crime abhord,

And with reprochfuUshame mine honour shcnt.

Whiles cursed Steele against that badge I bent,

The sacred badge of my Redeemers death,

Which on your shield is set for ornament

:

T^ut his fierce foe his stcede could stay vneath.

Who prickt with courage kene, did cruell

battell breath.

28

But when he heard him speake, streight way he

knew
His error, and himselfe inclyning sayd ;

Ah dcare Sir Guyon, well bccommeth you,

But me behouclh rather to v|)brayd,

Whosehaslie hand so farre from reason strayd,

That almost it did haynous violence

On that fairc image of that hcaucnly Mayd,
That decks and armes your shield with faire

defence

:

Your court'sie takes on you anothcrs due offence.
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^9

) bene they both attone, and doen vpreare

rheir beuers bri^'ht, each other for to greete
;

joodly comportance each to otlier btare,

^nd entertaine themselucs with court'sies meet,

riicn said the Redcrosse knight, Now mote I weet.

)ir Guyon, why with so herce saliauncc,

^nd fell intent ye did at earst me meet

;

"or sith 1 know your goodly gouernauncc,

reat cause, I weene, you guided, or some vn-

couth cliaunce.

jrtes (said he) well mote I shame to tell

rhe fond encheason, that me hither led.

V false infamous faitour late befell

tie for to meet, that seemed ill bested,

Vnd playnd of grit-uous outrage, which he red

^ knight had wrought against a Ladie gent
;

rVhich to auenge, he to this i>lace me led,

(Vhere you he made the marke of his intent,

nd now is fled ; foule ^hamc him follow, where
he went.

31

) can he turnc his earnest vnto game,
rhrou},'hgoofJly handling and wise temperance.

3y this his aged guide in j)resence came
;

iVhosooneas on that knij^ht hiseye did glance,

ift sooncs of him had |)erfect cognizance,

iith him in Faerie court he late auizd
;

Wi said, Paire sonnc, God giue you happie
cliancc,

Wl that deare Crosse vpon your shield dcuizd,

Tierewith alx)uc all knights ye goodly sccme
aguiz<J.

^2

)y may you hauc, and euerlasting fame,

jf late most hard atchieu'ment by you donne,

[*'or which enrolled is your "glorious name
[n heauenly Re'^'islers alK)Ue the Sunnc,

A'here you a Saint willi Saints your seat haue
wonnc

:

[marke,
Rtit wretched wc, ^^herc ye haue left your

• now anew be^'in, like r;u e to runnc
;

^iiidc thee, Ctiyon, well to en<l thy warke,

nd to the wished hauen bring thy weary barke.

33
rtlinrr, (liim answered the Redcrosse knight)

tlicprai>c, that this ate hieu'nieiil wroiij^ht,

made my hand the or^'an of his might ;

then ^'(XKlwill to me attribute nought :

11 1 did, 1 dicl but ns I ought.

<)U,fairc Sir.wljosc [xi^eant next cnsewes,

»\<ii luotc yec thee, as Well can wish your

^hon^{llt,

riiat home ye tnavre|M)rl thri^e h.ippie newe> ;

or Well yc wortiiie bene for worth and gentle

thewcs.

34
So courteous conge both did giue and take.

With right hands plighted, pledges of goodwill.

Then Guyon forward gan his voyage make.
With his blacke Palmer, that him guided still.

Still he him guided ouer dale and hill.

And with his steedie stalTe did j)oint his way :

His race with reason, and with words his will,

From foule intemperance he oft did stay,

Andsuflrednot in wrath hishastiesteps to stray.

^^
In this faire wize they traueild long yfere,

Through many hard assayes, which did betide;

Of which he honour still away did beare.

And spred his glorie through all countries wide.

At last as chaunst them by a forest side

To passe, for succour from the scorching ray.

They heard a ruefuU voice, that dearnly cride

With percing shriekes,and manyadolefuU lay;

Which to attend, a while their forward steps

they stay.
^^

But if that carelesse hcauens (quoth she) despise

The doome of iust reuenge, and take delight

To see sad pageants of mens miseries,

As bound by them to Hue in hues despight.

Yet can they not warne death from wretched
wight. [to nice,

Come then, come soonc, come sweetest death

And take away this long lent loathed light

:

Sharpe be thy wounds, but sweet the medi-

cines bee,

That long captiued soules from wearie ihral-

dome free.
37

But thou.swcctRibo.whom frowning froward fate

Hath nuule s;id witnesse of thy fathers fall,

Sith heauen thee deignes to hold in lining state,

Ix)ng maist thou line, and iKtler thriue withall,

Then to thy huklesse parents did Ix'fall

:

Line thou, and to thy mother ilead attest.

That dearc she dide from blemiNh rriminall ;

Thy litle hands embrewtl in bleeding brcst

Loc I for pledges leaue. So giue ine leauc to rest.

Willi that a deadly shrieke she forth did throw,

That through the wo<kI reeerhix'<l a^'aine.

.And after gaue a grone so tlee|)c and low.

That seemd her tenderhmirtwivs rent intwainc,

Or thrild with|H)int of thorough piercing (winc;

.'\s gentle Hyncl, xsJKtse sides with rruell steelc

Throu';h lautuhed, forth lur blei'<ling life d(H*s

raine,

Whiles the sad V<u\\\ approi hinjj she dix's ftrlo,

Hr.tvts out her latest breath, an«l vp her eyes

doth scclc.

1^ li
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^9
Which when that warriour heard, dismounting

straict

From his tall steed, he rusht into the thicke,

And scone arriued, where that sad pourtraict

Ofdt'athanddolourlay,halfedead,halfequicke,

In whose white alabaster brest did sticke

A cruell knife, that made a griesly wound,
From which forth gusht a stremc of gorebloud

thick.

That all her goodly garments staind around.

And into a deepe sanguine dide the grassie

ground.

40
PittifuU spectacle of deadly smart.

Beside a bubbling fountaine low she lay.

Which she increased with her bleeding hart.

And the cleane wanes with purple gore did ray;

Als in her lap a lonely babe did play

His cruell sport, in stead of sorrow dew
;

For in her streaming blood he did embay
His lille hands, and tender iovnts embrew ;

Pitiful! spectacle, as euer eye did view.

41

Besides them both, vpon the soiled gras

The dead corse of an armed knight was spred.

Whose armour all with bloud besprinckled was;

His ruddie lips did smile, and rosy red

Didpainthis chearefuU cheekes,yet being ded:

Seemd to haue beene a goodly personage,

Now in his freshest flowre of lustie hcd.

Fit to inflame faire Lady with loues rage.

But that fiers fate did crop the blossome of

his age.

42
Wliom when the good Sir Giiyon did behold,

His hart gan wexe as starke, as marble stone,

And his fresh bloud did frieze with fearefull cold.

That all his senses scemd bereft attone :

At last his mightie ghost gan dcepe to grone,

As Lyon grudging in his great disdaine,

Mournes inwardly,and makes tohimselfemone,
Till ruth and fraile affection did constraine

His stout courage to stoupe, and shew his in-

ward paine.

43
Out of her gored wound the cruell Steele

He lightly snatcht, and did the floudgate stop

With his faire garment : then gan softl\' feele

Her feeble pulse, to proue if any drop
Of lining bloud yet in her veynes did hop

;

Which when he felt to moue, he hoped faire

To call backe life to her forsaken shop
;

So well he did her deadly wounds repaire,

Thatat the last she gan to breath out liuin^'aire.

44
\Miich he perceiuing greatly gan reioice,

And goodly counsell, that for wounded hart

Ismeetestmed'cine,tem])red with sweet voice

;

Ay me, deare Lady, which the image art

Of ruefuU pitie, and impatient smart,

What direfuUchance.armdw^ithreuenging fate,

Or cursed hand hath plaid this cruell part,

Thus fowle to hasten your vntimely date
;

Speake, deare Lady speake : help neuer comes
too late.

.45.
Therewith her dim eie-lids she vp gan reare.

On which the drery death did sit, as sad

As lump of lead , andmade darke cloudsappeare;
But when as him all in bright armour clad

Before her standing she espied had.

As one out of a deadly dreame alTright,

She wcakely started, yet she nothing drad

:

Streight downe againe her selfe in great

despight

She groueling threw to ground, as hating life

and light.

46
The gentle knight her soone with carefuU paine

Vplifted light, and softly did vphold :

Thriseheherrcard,andthriseshesunkeagainc,

Till he his armes about her sides gan fold,

And to her said ; Yet if the stony cold

Haue not all seized on your frozen hart,

Let one word fall that may your griefe vnfold.

And tell the secret of your mortall smart

;

He oft finds present helpe, who does his griefe

impart.

47
Then casting vp a deadly looke, full low

Shee sight from bottome of her wounded brest,

And after, many bitter throbs did throw

With lii)s full pale and foltring tongue opprest.

These words she breathed forth from riuen

chest

;

Leaue, ah leaue off, what cucr w ight thou bee,

To let a wearie wretch from her dew rest,

And trouble dying souks tranquilitee.

Take not away now got, which none would giue

to me.

48
Ah farre be it (said he) Deare dame fro mee.

To hinder soule from her desired rest,

Or hold sad life in long captiuitce :

For all I seeke, is but to haue rcdrest

The bitter pangs, that doth your heart infest.

Tell then, O Lady tell, what'fatall priefe

Hath with so huge misfortune you opprest ?

That I may cast to compasse your reliefe,

Ordiewith you insorrow,and partake yourgriefe.
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49
ith feeble hands then stretched forth on hye,

IS heauen accusing guiltie of her death,

md with dry drops congealed in her eye,

n these sad words she spent hervtmost breath

:

leare then, man, the sorrowes tliat vneath

Iv tongue can tell, so farre all sense they pas :

-oe thisdead corpse, that lies here vnderneath,

'he gentlest knight, that euer on greene gras

ly steed with spurs did pricke, the good Sir

Mordant was.
5°

as, (ay the while, that he is not so now)
ly Lordmy loue;my dcare Lord,my dcarelouc,
o long as hcaucns iust with equall brow
'ouchsafcd to behold vs from aboue,

)ne day when him high courage did emmoue,
kS wont ye knights to seeke aduentures wilde,

le pricked forth, his puissant force to proue,

le then he left cnwombcd of this child,

lis lucklesse child, whom thus yc see with

bloud defild
51

im fortuned (hard fortune ye may ghesse)

o come, where vile Acrasia does wonne,
\crasia a false enchaunteressc,

'hat many errant knights hath foule fordonne:
Vithin a wandring Island, that doth ronne
Lnd stray in perilous gulfe, her dwelling is

;

'aire Sir, if euer there ye traucll, shonne
'he curse<l lanrl where many wend amis,

1(1 know it bv the name ; it hight the Bo'd^c

ofblis.

'

^^
L-r blisse is all in pleasure and delight,

Vherewith she makes her louers drunken mad,
ind then with words and wecdcs of wondrous
mirht,

)m tliem she WDrUts her will to vses bad :

ly lifest Lord shi- thus iKguiUd had;
'or he was flesh : (all flesh doth fraill ie bn rd.)

Vhorn when I hc-.ird to Ikciic so ill bcstnd,

Veakewretdi I wrapt mysilfein Palmers weed,

id cast to seeke liitn forth through daunger
and crcat dreed.

. .
^^

»w had faire Cyuthiit by eucn tourncs

•ull tncjisured three <juartcrs of her yeare,

\x\i\ tlirisc three times had fild her crooked

horties,

Vl»<n;i.s my w ritnbc hcrburdeiii wouKl forln-are,

^nd l»ad me cjill I.iidnii to uu- ncare.

.urifui rnrjie : a rn;ui<liild forth 1 brought :

'he w(mk1s, the Nymphcs, u\y l»owres, my
inidwini-s wrare,

I;irdli«liwnt ncrfl. S)dcarrth(( Ik^Ik" I lMiu^;lit ,

[•t iifMiglit l<K)deare I deemd, while so my dear

I AOllght.

54
Him so I sought, and so at last I found.

Where him tliat witch had thralled to her will,

In chaines of lust and lewd desires ybound.
And so transformed from his former skill,

That me he knew not, neither his owne ill

;

Till through wise handlingandfairegouemance,

1 him recurcd to a better will.

Purged from drugs of foule intem[)erance

:

Then meanes I gan deuise for his deliuerance.

55
VMiich when tJie vile Enchaunteresse perceiu'd.

How that my Lord from her I would repriue,

VVithcup thus charmd, him partingshcdeceiu'd;

Sad verse, giiie death to him that death does giue,

And losse of lone, to her thnt hues to line,

SosooneasBacchitsu'ith theNyuiphe does linchc

:

So parted we and on our iourney driue,

Tillcomming to this well,hestoui)t todrincke:

The charme fulfild, dead suddenly he downe did

sincke. ^
50

Whichwhen I wretch, Not one word moreshesayd
But breaking off the end for want of breath.

And slyding soft, as downe to sleepe her layd,

And ended all her woe in quiet death.

That seeing good Sir Giiyott, could vneath

From teares abstaine, for griefc his hart did

grate,

And from so heauie sight his head did wreath,

Accusing fortune, and too crucll fate,

Which plunged had faire I^die in so wretched

state.
57

Tlien turning to his Palmer said, Old syre

liehold the image of mortalitie,

And feeble nature clolh'd with fleshly t\ re,

When raging jiassion with fierce tyrannic

Robs reason of her due ngalitie.

And nuikes it s( ruant to lur baMst jurt :

The strong it weakens with inlirmitie.

And with lK>ld furie armis the weakest hart ;

I'he strong through pleasure sooiust fill. v. the

weake through smart.

5«

P>ut tLiniK.ran(e (s;iid he) with golden st]uirc

ll<-twixt them lH)th can measure out n meanc,
NeiMier to melt in pleasures whot «lesire.

Nor frv in hartksse griefe and dolefull teenc.

Thrise Iiappie man, who fares them l>ot]i

atweene :

Hut sith this wreldiid woman ouenome
( )f anguish, ratlnT then of crunr hath Ut ne,

K»*Nerue licr nuise to her etimall doome,

An<l in the meanc vourhsjif(< her h«»iu)niblc

t(Htmlx'-
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59
Palmer (quoth he) death is an equall doome
To good and bad, the common Inne of rest

;

But after death the tryall is to come,

When best shall be to them, that liued best

:

But both alike, when death hath both supprest,

Religious reuerence doth buriall teene,

Which who so wants, wantsso much of his rest:

For all so great shame after death I weene.

As selfe to dyen bad, vnburied bad to beene.

60

So both agree their bodies to engraue
;

The great earthes wombe they open to the sky,

And with sad Cypresse seemely it embraue,

Tlien couering with a clod their closed eye.

They lay therein those corses tenderly,

And bid them sleepe in euerlasting peace.

But ere they did their vtmost obsequy,

Sir Guyon more affection to increace,

Bynempt a sacred vow, which none should aye

releace.
^

The dead knightssword out ofhissheathhe drew.

With which he cut a locke of all their heare,

Wliich medling with their bloud and earth, he

threw

Into the graue, and gan deuoutly sweare
;

Such and such euill God on Guyon reare.

And worse and uoise young Orphane be thy paine,

If I or thou dew vengeance doe forbeare.

Till guiltie bloud her guerdon doe obtaine :

So shedding many teares, they closd the earth

againe.

Cant. 11,

Babes hloiidie hands may not he clensd :

theface of golden Meane.

Her sisters two Extremities

slriue her to banish cleane.

I

Thus when Sir Guyon with his faithfull guide

Had with due rites and dolorous lament

The end of their sad Tragedie vptyde,

The litle babe vp in his armcs he hent
;

Who with sweet plcasance and bold blandish-

ment
Gan smyle on them, that rather ought toweepc.

As carelcsse of his woe, or innocent

Of that was doen, that ruth empcrccd deepe

In that knights heart, and wordcs with bitter

teares did steepe.

Ah lucklesse babe, borne vnder cruell starre.

And in dead parents balefull ashes bred,

Full litle weenest thou, what sorrowes are

Left thee for portion of thy liuelihcd,

Poore Orphane in the wide world scattered,

As budding braunch rent from the natiuc tree,

And throwen forth, till it be withered :

Such is the state of men : thus enter wee
Into this life with woe, and end with miseree.

. 3 .

Then soft himselfe inclyning on his knee

Downe to that well, did in the water weene
(So loue does loath disdainfuU nicitee)

His guiltie hands from bloudie gore to cleene.

Hewashtthem oftand oft.yetnoughttheybeene

For all his washing cleaner. Still he stroue.

Yet still the litle hands were bloudie scene
;

The which him into great amaz'ment droue,

And into diuerse doubt his wauering wondei
cloue.

4
He wist not whether blot of foule ofTence

Might not be purgd with water nor with bath
Or that high God, in lieu of innocence.

Imprinted had that token of his wrath,

To shew how sore bloudguiltinesse he hat'th
;

Or that the charme and venim, which they
druncke.

Their bloud with secret filth infected hath.

Being diffused through the senselesse truncke,

That through the great contagion direful!

deadly stunck,

Wliom thus at gaze, the Palmer gan to bord
With goodly reason, and thus faire bcspake

;

Ye bene right hard amated, gratious Lord,

And of your ignorance great maruell make,
\Miiles cause not well conceiued ye mistake.

But know, that secret vertues are infusd

In euery fountaine, and in euery lake,

\^^lich who hath skill them rightly to haue
chusd.

To proofe of passing wonders hath full often vsd.

6

Of those some were so from their sourse indewd
By great Dame Nature, from whose fruitful 1 pap
Their welhcads spring, and are with moisture

deaud
;

Which fecdeseach liuing plant withliquid sap,

And filles with flowrcs faire F/orar^painted lap

:

But other some by gift of later grace.

Or by good prayers, or by other hap.

Had vertue pourd into their waters bace,

And thenceforth were renowmd, and sought

from place to place.
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uch is this well, wrought by occasion straunge,

Which to her Nymph befell. \ pen a day,

As she the woods wiihbow and shafts did raur.ge,

The hartlesse Hind and Robucke to dismay,

Dan Faiinus chaunst to meet her by the way,
And kindling fire at her faire burning eye,

Inflamed was to follow beauties chace.

And chaccd her, that fast from him did fly
;

3 Hind from her, so she fled from her eniinv.

t last when fayling breath began to faint,

And saw no mcanes to scape, of shame affrayd,

r?he set her downe to weepe for sore constraint,

\nd to Diana calling lowd for ayde,

[Icr dcare besought, to let her dye a mayd.
rhe godde<=se heard, and suddeine where she sate,

A'eliing out streames of teares, and quite

dismayd
A'ith stony feare of that rude rustick mate,
ransfomid her to a stone from stedfast virgins

state.

9
now slie is that stone, from whose two heads,

\s from two weeping eyes, fresh streames do
flow,

/etrold through feare,and old concciucd dreads;

\ndyctthestoneh(.'rscmblancesecmestoshow,
3ha[)t like a maid, that such ye may her know

;

\nd yet her vertues in her water bydc :

Vox it is chast and pure, as j)urest snow,
S'e lets her wauc-s with any filth be dyde,
ut cucr like her selfe vnstaincd hath becne
tryde.

rem thence it comes, that this babes bloudy
hand

klay not be clens<l with water of this well

:

S'c certes Sir striuc you it to withstand.
Jut let tluni still \k bloudy, as befell,

riiat they his mothers intifxenre may tell,

U she lK-f|iieathd in her last testament ;

rijat as a sarred Syinbole it may dwell

n her sonncs flesh, to luinde reuengenient,

lid lie for all rhast I)anu-s an cndlesse mmii-
nivnt,

1

1

'rktu-<l to hi. reason, and tlu- diilde

ing, to the Palmer gaue to In-are ;

5iil his s.wl fathers amies wilh blond dedlde,

^n heaiiic load himselfe did lightly reare,

^nd turning to that place, in which whyleare
Ic left his loftie steed with griMen sell,

^nd gfKxlly gorgeous UirlK«s, him found not

tlinirc.

^y other nrcidmt that carst Ix-fcll,

cisronnnidr.butlioworwlHrr.herelitsiKil tell

12

WTiich when Sir Guyon saw, all were he wroth,

Yet algatts mote he soft himselfe api^ease,

And fairely fare on foot, how euer loth ;

His double burden did him sore disease.

So long they traueiled with litle ease.

Till that at last they to a Castle came,

Built on a rocke adioyning to the seas
;

It was an auncient worke of antique fame.

And wondrous strong by nature, and by skilful!

frame.

Therein three sisters dwelt of sundry sort,

The children of one sire by mothers three ;

Who dying whylome did diuide this fort

To them by equall shares in equall fee :

But strifull minde, and diuerse qualitee

Drew them in parts, and each made others foe

:

Still did they striue, and dayly disagree
;

The eldest did against the youngest goe.

And both against the middest meant to worken
woe.

14

\Miere when the knight arriu'd, he was right

well

Receiu'd, as knight of so much worth became.

Of second sister, who did far cxcell

The other two ; Medina was her naiue,

A sober sad, and comely curleous Dame
;

Who rich arayd, and yet in modest gui/.c,

In goodly garments, that her well beaunc,
Kaire marching forth in honorable wize,

Ilim at the threshold met, and well did entrr-

prize.

She led him vp into a goodly b«n\ re.

And comely courletl wilh meet nuKlestic,

Ne in her speach, ne in her hauiour.

Was lightnesse seene, or Uniser vanilie.

But gratious womanhiMxl, and grauitie,

Al)«jue the reason i>f her youthly yeares

:

H( r golden lockes she roundly ili<l vptyc
In breaded tramels, that no kxiser heares

Did out of order stray about her daintic cares.

1

6

\Miilest she her selfe thus busilv did frame,

S«em« ly to entertaine her new-come guc^t,

Newes hereof to her other sisters rame,
\N ho all this while were at their wanton n>t,
Acaiurting each her friend with laiiish fcst

:

They Were two knights of jHTelesse pnissantv,

An(( famous far abro;id for warlike f^est,

Which to these I.;idies loue did munteimunre,
And to his mistresse each himselfe slrouc to

aduauncc.
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17

He that made loue vnto the eldest Dame,
Was hight Sir Huddibras, an hardy man

;

Yet not so good of deedes, as great of name.

Which he by many rash aduentures wan,
Since errant armes to sew he first began

;

More huge in strength, then wise in workes he

was,

And reason with foole-hardize ouer ran ;

Sterne melancholy did his courage pas,

And was for terrour more, all armd in shyning

bras. o
18

But he that lou'd the youngest, was Sans-loy,

He that faire Vna late fowle outraged.

The most vnruly, and the boldest boy,

That euer warlike weapons menaged,
And to all lawlesse lust encouraged,

Through strongopinion of his matchlesse might:
Ne ought he car'd, whom he endamaged
By tortious wrong, or whom bereau'd of right.

He now this Ladies champion chose for loue to

fight.^
19

These two gay knights, vowd to so diuerse loucs.

Each other does enuie with deadly hate.

And dayly warre against his foeman moues.

In hope to win more fauour with his mate.

And th'others pleasing seruice to abate.

To magnifie his owne. But when they heard.

How in that place straunge knight arriued late,

Both knights and Ladies forth right angry far'd.

And fiercely vnto battell sterne themselues

prepar'd.

But ere they could proceede vnto the place.

Where he abode, themselues at discord fell.

And cruell combat ioynd in middle space :

With horrible assault, and furie fell,

They heapt huge strokes, thescorned life toquell,

That all on vprore from her settled seat

The house was raysd, and all that in did dwell

;

Seemd that lowde thunder with amazement
great

Did rend the ratling skyes with flames of foul-

dring heat.

The noyse thereof cald forth that straunger knight,

To weet, what dreadful! tiling was there in

hand

;

[fi^ht

Where when as two braue knights in bloudy

With deadly rancour he enraunged fond.

His sunbroad shield about his wrest he bond.

And shyning blade vnsheathd, with which he

ran

Vnto that stead, their strife to vnderstond
;

And at his first arriuall, them began

With goodly meanes to pacific, well as he can.

22

But they him spying, both with greedy forse

Attonce vpon him ran, and him beset

With strokes of mortal 1 Steele without remorse,

And on his shield like yron sledgts bet

:

As when a Beare and Tygre being met
In cruell fight on lybicke Ocean wide,

Espye a traueiler with feet surbet.

Whom they in equall pray hope to deuide.

They stint their strife, and him assaile on euery

side.
23

But he, not like a wearie traueilere,

Their sharpe assault right boldly did rebut.

And suffred not their blowes to byte him nere,

But with redoubled buffcs them backe did put

:

WTiose grieued mindes, which choler did englut.

Against themselues turning their wrathfull

spight,

Gan with new rage their shields to hewand cut

;

But still when Guyon came to part their fight.

With heauie load on him they freshly gan to

smight.^
24

As a tall ship tossed in troublous seas.

Whom raging windes threatning tomake thepray

Of the rough rockes, do diuersly disease,

Meetes two contrary billowes by the way.

That her on either side do sore assay,

And boast to swallow her in greedy graue
;

She scorning both their spights, docs make
wide way.

And with her brest breaking the fomy wane.

Does ride on both their backs, and faire her

selfe doth saue.
25

So boldly he nim beares, and rusheth forth

Betweene them both, by conduct of his blade.

Wondrous great prowesse and heroick worth

He shewd that day, and rare ensample made.

When two so mighty warriours he dismade :

Attonce he wards and strikes, he takes and
paycs,

Now forst to yield, now forcing to inuade.

Before, behind, and round about him layes

.

So double was his paines, so double be his prayse.

26

Straunge sort of fight, three valiaunt knights to

see

Three combats ioyne in one, and to darraine

A triple warre v/ith triple enmitce.

All for their Ladies froward loue to gaine,

Wliich gotten was but hate. So loue does raine

Instoutest minds,andmaketh monstrous warre;

He makcth warre, he maketh peace againe.

And yet his peace is but continuall iarre

:

miserable men, that to him subiect arre.
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^7

^liilst thus they mingled were in furious amies,

The faire Medina with her tresses tome,

And naked brcst, in pilty of their hannes,

Emongst them ran, and falhng them beforne,

Besought them by the womb, which them had
borne, [dcare,

And by the loucs, which were to them most

And by the knighthood, which they sure had
sworne,

rheir deadly cruell discord to forbeare,

jid to her iust conditions of faire peace to

heare.
^8

iut her two other sisters standing by,

Eler lowd gainsaid, and both their champions
bad

Purscw the end of their strong enmity.

As cuer of their loues they would be glad.

Vet she with pitthy words and counsell sad,

Still stroue their stubborne rages to reuoke,

riiat at the Lust suppressing fury mad,
rhey gan abstaine from dint of direfull stroke,

.nd hearken to the sober spcaches, \\ Inch she

spoke.
* 2g

h puissaunt Lords, what cursed euill Spright,

L)r fell Erinnys, in your noble harts

[ler hellish brond hath kindled with dcspight,

And stird you vp to worke yourwilfull smarts?
Is this the ioy of amies ? be these the parts

Df glorious knighthood, after bloud to thrust.

And not regard dew right and iust dcsarls ?

Vaine is the vaunt, and victory vniast,

liat more to mighty hands, then rightfull cause

doth trust.

no were there rightfull cause of difference,

Vet were not Ix-tlcr, faire it to accord,

rhen with bloud guilt imsse to heape offence,

i\nd luortall vcngraunce ioyne tocrimcabhord?
') fly from wrath, lly, O my liefest Lord :

Sad Ik- the siglits, and bitter fruits of warre,

An<l thousimd furies wait on wrathfull sword
;

N'eoughtthcprayseofprowessemorcdothmarrc,
hen fowle rcucnging rage, and base conten-

tious iarre.
3'

kit lonely concord, and most vurcd [Hare
Doth nourish vert uc,an(l fast friendship breeds;

Weakc she makes strong, and strong t liing docs
inrrejicc,

Fill it the pilch of highi-st pravse exceeds :

Hraue Ik.* her warrj-s, and lionr»rai)le dee<ls,

Hv which she triutnplies ouer ire ami pride,

And wiiiiH-s an Oliiie girlon«l for her meeds :

Ii«- therefore, () my de:ire Lords, pac ifxic,

,nd this missceming discord meckcly lay asiile.

32
Her gracious wordes their rancour did apj^all.

And suncke so deepe into their boyling brcsts.

That downe they let their cruell weapons fall,

And lowly did abase their loftie crests

To her faire presence, and discrete behests.

Then she began a treat ie to procure,

Andstablishtermes betwixt doth their requests.

That as a law for euer should endure ;

Which to obserue in word of knights they did

assure.
33

Which to confirme,and fast to bind theirleague,

After their wearie sweat and bloudy toile.

She them besought, during their quiet treague,

Into her lodging to rcpaire a while,

To rest themselues, and grace to reconcile.

The}' soone consent : so forth with her they

fare, [spoile

Wliere they are well rccciu'd, and made to

Themselues of soiled amies, and to prepare

Their minds to pleasure, and their mouthcs to

dainty fare.
34

And those two froward sisters, their faire loucs

tame with them eke, all were they wondrous
loth.

And faincd chcare, as for the time behoues.

But could not colour yet so well the troth,

But that their natures bad appeard in both :

For both did at their second sister grutch,

And inly gricuc, as doth an hiilden moth
The ymer garment fret, not th'vtter touch ;

One thought their clieare too lilte, th'other

thought too mutch.

35
Elissa (so the eldest highl) did decmc
Such entertainment kise, nc ought would cat.

Neought would speako, but euermore did secme
As discontent for want of mcrth or meat ;

No solace could her Paramour intreat

I ler once to show, ne court, nor ilalliantX',

But with bent iowring browcs, as she wouM
threat, [nauiue,

Slio scouU],and frownd with froward counlc-

Vnworthy of faire Lulies comely gouernauncc.

36
But young Ptrissa was of other mind.

Full of dis|x)rt, still laughijig, loosely liglit,

An<l (|uite contrarv to her sisters kiml ;

No measure in her ukhxI, no rule of right.

But |K)ure<l «)Ut in pleasure and tlelight ;

In wine and nuats slie llowd alM)ue the b;ui< ki-.

Antl in e\(c-v»e exceeded her «)wn«' might ;

In sunipt\ious tire she io\«l herselle toiinii < ke,

Bulofhcrluuctoolauish(lillchuucshetl)aiii Uc )
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37
Fast by her side did sit the bold Sans-Ioy,

Fit mate for such a mincing mincon,

Who in her loosenesse tooke exceeding ioy ;

Might not be found a franker fran ion,

Of her lewd parts to make companion
;

But Huddibras, more like a Malecontent,

Did see and grieue at his bold fashion
;

Hardly could he endure his hardimcnt,

Yet still he sat, and inly did him selfe torment.

Betwixt them both the faire Medina sate

With sober grace, and goodly carriage :

With cquall measure she did moderate
The strong extremities of their outrage

;

That forward paire she euer would asswage,

When they would striue dew reason to exceed

;

But that same freward twaine would accourage,
And of her plenty adde vnto their need :

So kept she them in order, and her selfe in heed.

39
Thus fairely she attempered her feast.

And pleasd them all w-ith meete satietie.

At last when lust of meat and drinkewas ceast,

She Guyon deare besought of curtesie,

To tell from whence he came through ieopardie,

And whither now on new aducnture bound.
Who with bold grace, and comely grauitie.

Drawing to him the eyes of all around,

From lofty siege began these words aloud to

sound.

40
This thy demaund, Lady, doth rcuiue

Fresh memory in me of that great Queene,

Great and most glorious virgin Queene aliue.

That with her soueraigne powre, and scepter

shene

All Faery lohd does peaceably sustene.

In widest Ocean she her throne does reare,

That ouer all the earth it may be scene
;

As morning Sunne her beames dispredden

cleare,

And in her face faire peace, and mercy doth
ajipeare.

41

In her the richcsse of all hcauenly grace

In chiefe degree are hca[)cd vp on hye

:

And all that else this worlds enclosure bace

Hath great or glorious in mortall eye,

.^dornes the person of her Maicstie
;

That men beholding so great excellence.

And rare perfection in mortalitic,

Do her adore with sacred reuercnce,

As th'Idole of her makers great magnificence.

42
To her I homage and my seruice owe,

In number of the noblest knights on ground,

Mongst whom on me she deigned to bestowe

Order of Maydenhcad, the most renownd.
That may this day in all the world be found :

An yearely solemne feast she wontes to make
The day that first doth lead the yeare around ;

To which all knights of worth and courage bold

Resort, to heare of straunge aduentures to be

told.

43
There this old Palmer shewed himselfe that day,

And to that mighty Princesse did complaine

Of grieuous mischiefcs, which a w icked Fay
Had wrought, and many whelmd in deadly

painc.

Whereof he crauM redresse. My Soueraine,

W'hose glory is in gracious deeds, and io)"es

Throughout the w-orld her mercy tomaintaine,

Eftsoones deuisd redresse for such annoyes
;

Me all vnfit for so great purpose she employes.

44.
Now hath faire Phcvbe with her siluer face

Thrise scene theshadowesof the neather world,

Sith last I left that honorable place.

In which her royall presence is fintrold ;

Ne euer shall I rest in house nor hold.

Till I that false Aaasia haue wonne
;

Of whose fowle deedes, too hideous to be told,

I witnesse am, and this their wretched sonne,

\Miose \\ofull parents she hath w^ickedly for-

donne.

.
45

Tell on, faire St, said she. that dolefull tale,

From which sad ruth does secme j'ou to re-

straine.

That we may pitty such vnhappy bale.

And learne from pleasures poyson to abstainer

111 by ensample good doth often gayne.

Then forward he his purpose gan pursew%

And told the storie of the mortall payne,

Which Mordant and Amauia did rew
;

As w'ith lamenting eyes him selfe did lately vew.

46
Night was far spent, and now in Ocean deepe

Orion, flying fast from hissing snake.

His flaming head did hasten for to steepe,

When of his pittcous tale he end did make ;

WHiilest with delight of that he wisely spake,

Those guestes beguiled, did beguile their eyes

Of kindly sleepc, that did them ouertake.

At last when they had markt the chaunged

skyes, [rest him hyes.

They wist their houre was spent j then each to
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Cauf. III.

Vaine Braggadocchio getting Guyons

horse is niade the scorne

OJ knighthood trav, and is of fayre

Bt Iphabe foule Jorlorne.

I

)Oone as the morrow faire with purple beames
Disperst the shadowes of the mistie ni^jht,

And Titan j)l3ying on the eastern strcames,

Gan cleare the deawy ayre with springing Ught,

Sir Guyon mindful! of his vow yplight,

Vprose from drowsie couch, and him addrest

Vnio the iourney which he had behight

:

His puissaunt armes about his noble brcst,

^nJ many-folded shield he bound about his

wrest.
2

rhen taking Conge of that virgin [Jurc,

The bloudy-handed babe vnto her truth

Did c-arnc-stly commit, and her coniure,

In vertuous lore to traine his tender youth,

And all that gentle noriture ensu'th :

And that so soone as ryix;r yeares he raught.

He might for memorie of that dayc-s ruth,

Be called Ruddymane, and thereby taught,

r'auenge his Parents death on them, that had
it wrought.

>o forth he far'd, as now Ix-fell, on foot,

Sith his good steed is lately from him gone ;

Patience |jtrforce ; hel|K-lcssc what may it boot
To fret for anger, or fur griefe to mone ?

His I'alnier now shall io(A no more alone :

Sofortunewrought.asviKlcrgrtenewcKxlssydv
He lately heard that dying I^idy grone,

He left his steed without, and s|)eare Ix-sydc,

^d rushed in on foot to ayd her, ere she dyde.

4
Hie whiles a lrr.cll wandritig by the way.
One that to Ixjurjtic ntuer r.ist his mind,
Ne thought of honour cuer tlid assav

His Ijuscr brest, but in his kestrell kind

A pl( using Vaine of glory vaine did liiid.

To which his flowing toung, and troublous

^
spright

Gaue liim great ayd, and made him ntore

in( liiid :

He til it brauc steed there linding rea«iy (light.

i*iirlovn<l l>oth Btcctl and siK-ttre, and roii uway
hA\ light.

Now gan his hart all swell in iollitie.

And of him selfe great hope and helpe con-

ceiu'd.

That pufi'ed vp with smoke of vanitie,

And with selfe-loued personage deceiu'd.

He gan to hope, of men to be receiu'd

For such, as he him thought, or faine would
bee

:

But for in court gay jxjrtaunce he perceiu'd.

And gallant shew to be in greatest gree,

Eftsooncs to court he cast t'auaunce his first

degree.

And by the way he chaunced to espy

One sitting idle on a sunny bancke.

To whom auaunting in great brauery,

As Peacocke, that his painted plumes doth

prancke,

He smote his courser in the trembling flanckc,

And to him threatncd his hart-thrilling spearc

:

The seely man seeing him ryde so rancke,

And ayme at him, fell flat to ground for feare,

And crying Mercy lowd, his pitious hands gan
reare.

7

Thereat the Scarcrow wexed wondrous prowd,
Through fortune of his first aduenlure faire,

And with big thundring voyce reuyld him lowd:

Vile Caytiue, vassall of dread and desiaire,

Vnworthie of the conmiune brtatheel aire,

Why liuest thou, dead dog, a lengcr day.

And docst not vnto death thy selfe prejwire.

Dye, or thy selfe my captiue yield for ay
;

Great fauour I thee graunt, for aunswere thus

to stay,
8

Hold, deare Lord, hold your dead-doing hand.

Then loud he cryde, I am your humble thrall.

Ah wretch ((juoth he) thy de-stinits withstand

My wrathfull w ill, and do for meiey (all.

I giue thee life : therefore prostrated fall,

And kisse my stirrup ; that thy homage Ixc.

The Miser threw him selfe, as an Oflall,

Streight at his foot in Ixtse humilitee,

And rleeiK(l him his litge. to hold of him in fee.

So liappy jicnre they made atid faire nax)rd :

Efts(K mes this liege-man gan tow e\e ntorebold,

And when he filt the folly of his I^ird,

In his owne kind he gan him selfe vnfold :

l*'or he was w\lie wilted, and growne old

In ctmning sleights and pr.u ti(k knauery.

From that dav forth he cist for to vphold

His idle ininionr with line flattery.

And blow the Ullowcs to his swelling vanity.
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Trompart fit man for Braggadocchio,

To serue at court in view of vaunting eye
;

Vaine-glorious man, when fluttring wind does

blow
In his Hght wings, is Hfted vp to skye :

The scorne of knighthood and trew cheualrye,

To thinke without desert of gentle deed,

And noble worth to be aduaunced hye :

Such prayse is shame ; but honour vertues meed
Doth beare the fairest flowre in honorable seed.

II

So forth they pas, a well consorted paire,

Till that at length with Archiniagc they meet

:

Who seeing one that shone in armour faire,

On goodly courser thundring with his feet,

Eftsoones supposed him a person meet,

Of his rcuenge to make the instrument

:

For since the Rcdcrosse knight he earst did weet.

To beene with Gnyon knit in one consent,

The ill, which earst to him, he now to Gnyon
ment.

12

And comming close to Trompart gan inquere

Of him, what mighty warriour that mote bee.

That rode in golden sell with single spere.

But wanted sword to wreake his enmitee.

He is a great aducnturer, (said he)

That hath his sword through hard assay forgone.

And now hath vowd, till he auenged bee.

Of that despight, neuer to wearen none
;

That speare is him enough to doen a thousand

grone.
13

Th'cnchaunter greatly ioyed in the vaunt,

And weened well ere long his will to win.

And both his foen with cquall foylc to daunt.

Tho to him louting lowly, did begin

To plaine of wrongs, which had committed bin

By Gnyon, and by that false Redcrosse knight,

Which two through treason and deceiptfuU gin.

Had slainc Sir Mordant, and his Lady bright

:

That mote him honour win, to wreake so foule

despight.

Therewith all suddeinly he seemd enraged,

And thrcatned death with dreadfuU counte-

naunce,

As if their Hues had in his hand beene gaged
;

And with stiffe force shaking his mortall launce.

To let him weet his doughtie valiaunce,

Thus said ; Old man, great sure shalbe thy
meed, [gcaunce

If where those knights for feare of dew vcn-

Do lurke, thou certainly to me areed,

That I may wreake on them their hainous hate-

full deed.

15

Certes, my Lord, (said he) that shall I soone.

And giue you eke good helpe to their decay,

But mote I wisely you aduise to doon ;

Giue no ods to your foes, but do puruay
Your sclfe of sword before that bloudy day :

For they be two the prowest knights on ground.
And oft approu'd in many hard assay,

And eke of surest Steele, that may be found,

Do arme your selfe against that day, them to

confound. ^
16

Dotard (said he) let be thy deepe aduise
;

Seemes that through many yeares thy wits

thee faile.

And that weake eld hath left thee nothing wise.

Else neuer should thy iudgement be so fraile.

To measure manhood by the sword or maile.

Is not enough foure quarters of a man,
Withouten sword or shield, an host to quaile?

Thou little wotest, what this right hand can:

Speake they, which haue beheld the battailes,

which it wan.

The man was much abashed at his boast

;

Yet well he wist, that who so would contend

With either of those knights on euen coast,

Should need of all his amies, him to defend
;

Yet feared least his boldnesse should offend,

When Braggadocchio said, Once I did sweare,

When with one sword seuen knights I brought

to end.

Thence forth in battell neuer sword to beare,

But it were that, which noblest knight on earth

doth weare. o
18

Perdie Sir knight, said then th'cnchaunter bliue,

That shall I shortly purchase to your bond :

For now the best and noblest knight aliue

Prince Arthur is, that wonnes in Faerie lond
;

Hehathasword,ihatflameslikeburningbrond,

The same by my deuice I vndcrtake

Shall by to morrow by thy side be fond.

At which bold word that boaster gan to quake,

And wondred in his mind, what mote that

monster make.

He stayd not for more bidding, but away
Was suddein vanished out of his sight

:

The Northerne wind his wings did broad dis-

At his commaund, and reared him vp light

From off the earth to take his aerie fliglit.

They lookt about, but no where could espie

Tract of his foot : then dead through great

affright

They both nigh were, and each bad other flic :

Both fled attonce, ne euer backc returned cie.
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rill that they come vnto a forrest greene,

In which they shrowd themselues from cause-

lesse feare
; [beei;e,

Yet feare them follovves still, where so they

Each trembling leaie, and whistling wind they

heare.

As ghastly bug their haire on end does reare

:

Yet both doe striue their fearfulnesse to faine.

At last they heard a home, that shrilled cicure

Tliroughout the wood, that ecchoed againe,

Lnd made the forrest ring, as it would riue in

twaine.
21

iift through the thicketheyheard one rudelyrush;

With noyse whereof he from iiis loftie steed

Downe fell to ground, and crept into a bush,

To hide his coward head from dying drctd.

But Tromparl stoutly stayd to taken heed

Of what might hap. Eftsoonethercsteppedfcrih

A goodly Ladie clad in hunters weed,

That secmd to be a woman of great worth,

^nd by her stately portance, borne of heauenly
birth.

22

\cT face so faire as flesh it seemed not,

But heauenlyp)iirtiaict of bright Angels hew,
Cleare as the skie, withoutcn blame or blot,

Through goodly mixture of complexions dew
;

And in her checkes the vermeill red did shew-

Like roses in a bed of lilli( s shed,

The which ambrosiull odours from them threw.

And gazers sense with double plea.sure fed,

lable to heale the sicke, and to reuiue the ded.

23
n her faire eyes two lining lam[:)S did flame,

Kitidle<l aboue at th'heauenly makers light,

And darted fyrie iK-nines out of the same,

S<j [fiLSsing |KTs;uit, and so wondrous bright.

That c|uile Ix-reiui'd the nush beholders sight

:

In them the blinded gfxl his lustfull lire

To kintile oft assayd, but had no might
;

For with dre<ld Maiestie, and awfull ire,

ihc broke his wanton darts, and (|uen(he(l b;Lse

tlesirc.
24

Icr iuorie forhrad, full of Ixnintic braue,

Like a brojid tablr <lid it selfe <lispre<l,

I'or \Ai\\v his loftie Iriumplies (o engraue,

And write tlir UilteU of liis great go«llied :

All goo<l and honour might ihrrcin U- rnl

:

For there their dwelling w;ls. Ami when she

s|>ake,

Sweet words, like dropping honnv she ''i<l she<l,

Atnl Iwixl the iktIc^ antl rubins scjitly brake
^siluer souml, lluit lieaucniy niusieke sccnid to

make.

V[;on her eyelids man)- Graces sate,

Vnder the shadow of her euen browes,

Working belgards, and amorous retrate,

And euery one her with a grace endowes :

And euery one w ith meekenesse to her bowes.

So glorious mirrhour of celestial 1 grace,

And soueraine moniment of mortall vowes,

How shall fraile [>en descriueher heauenly face.

For feare througli want of skill her beautie to

disgrace ? ^'^ 26

So faire,and thousand thousand times more faire

She seemd, when she presented was to sight.

And was yclad, for heat of scorcliing aire.

All in a silken Camus lylly whigbt,

Purlled vpon with many a folded plight.

Which all aboue besprincklcd was throughout

With golden aygulets, that glistrcd bright,

Like twincklingstarres. and all iheskirt about
Was hemd with golden fringe.

27

Below her ham her weed did somewhat traine,

And herst re ight legs most brauely wereembay Id

In gilden buskins of costly Cordwaine,

Al I bard with golden bendcs, which w-ere entayld

With airious antickes, and full faire aumayld :

Before they fastned were vnder her knee

In a rich Jewell, and therein entrayld

Theendsofall their knots,that none might sec,

How t hey within their fouldingscloseenwrapjX'd

bee.

'

^g

Like two faire marble pillours they were scene,

Which doe the teni['le of the Gods support.

Wiiom all the peo[)le decke with garlands greeiK-,

And honour in their festiuall resort ;

Those siuiicwithstatelygr.ue,and princcl\-[X)rt

She taught to tread, when she her selfe wouhl

grace,

But with the wooddie Nymphes when she did

play.

Or when the flying Liblxird she did chace.

She could them nimbly moue, and after lly

a|)ace.

.

-'->

And in her hand a shariK? l)ore-s|)eare she held,

And at her bat ke a Ik)W and quiuer gay,

Stuft with steele-headeel il.irls, wherewith she

()ucld

Tl»c s;ilimge Ix'tisles in her victorious play,

Knit with a golden IxiuKlritke, which forelay

Athwart her snowy blest, and did diuide

Her dainlie jxips ; which like young fruit in

May
Now little gan to swell, an«l l)cing tide,

'Hirough her thin weed I heir places onlysignifidi;.
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3°
Her yellow lockes crisped, like golden wyre,

About her shoulders weren loosely shed,

And when the winde emongst them did inspyre,

They waned like a penon wide dispred.

And low behinde her backe were scattered :

And whether art it were, or heedlesse hap.

As through the flouring forrest rash she fled,

In her rude haires sweet flowres themselues did

lap.

And flourishing fresh leaues and blossomes did

enwrap.
3^

Such as Diana by the sandie shore

Of swift Enrolas, or on Cynthus greene,

Wherjallth Ny.npheshaueher vnwaresforlorc,

Wandreth alone with bow and arrowes keene,

To seeke her game : Or as that famous Queene
Of Atnazons, whom Pynhus did destroy,

The day that first of Priame she was scene,

Did shew her selfe in great triumphant ioy,

To succour the wcakc state of sad afflicted Troy.

32
Such when as hartlesse Trompart did her vew,

He was dismayed in his coward mind.
And doubted, whether he himsclfe should shew.

Or fly away, or bide alone behind :

Both feare and hojje he in her face did find,

\Vlien she at last him spying thus bespake
;

Hayle Groome ; didst not thou see a bleeding

Hind, [strake?

Whose right haunch earst my stedfast arrow

If thou didst, tell me, that I may her ouertake.

^^
Wlierewith reviu'd, this answere forth he threw

;

Goddesse, (for such I thee take to bee)

For neither doth thy face terrestriall shew,

Nor voyce sound mortall ; I auow to thee.

Such wounded beast, as that, I did not see,

Sith earst into this forrest wild I came.

But mote thy goodlyhed forgiue it mee.

To weet, which of the Gods I shall thee name,
That vnto thee due worship Imay rightly frame.

34
To whom she thus ; but ere her words ensewed,

Vnto the bush her eye did suddein glaunce.

In which vaine Braggadocchio was mewed.
And saw it stirre : she left her percing launce,

And towards gan a deadly shaft aduaunce,

Inmindtoma'kctliebcast. Atwhichsadstowro,
T^ow/w^/ forth stept ,to stay the mortal 1 cliaunce,

Out crying, O what euer heauenly powre,

Or earthly wight thou be, withhold this deadly

howre.

00
stay thy hand, for yonder is no game
For thy fierce arrowes, them to exercize,

But loe my Lord,my liege, whose warlike name
Is farre renowmd through many bold emprize

;

And now in shade he shrowded yonder lies.

She staid : with that he crauld out of his nest,

P'orth creeping on his caitiue hands and thies,

And standing stoutly vp, his loftie crest

Did fiercely shake, and rowze, as comming late

from rest. .

36
As fearefuU fowle, that long in secret caue

For dread of soaring hauke her selfe hath hid,

Not caring how, her silly life to saue,

She her gay painted plumes disorderid.

Seeing at last her selfe from daunger rid,

Peepes foorth, and soone renewes her natiue

pride
;

She gins her feathers foule disfigured

Proudly to prune, and set on euery side,

So shakes off shame, ne thinks how erst she did

her hide.
37

So when her goodly visage he beheld.

He gan himselfe to vaunt : but when he vewed
Those deadly tooles, which in her hand she held,

Soone into other fits he was transmcwed.

Till she to him her gratious speach renewed
;

All haile. Sir knight, and well may thee befall,

As all the like, which honour haue pursewed
Through deedes ofarmes and [)rowesse martiall;

All vertue merits praise, but such the most of all,

38.
To whom he thus ; fairest vnder skie,

True be thy words, and worthy of thy praise,

That warlike feats doest highest glorifie.

Therein haue I spent all my }-outhly daies,

And many battailes fougiit, and many fraies

Throughout the world, wher so they might be

found,

Endeuouriiig my drcadded name to raise

Aboue the JMoone, that fame may it resound

In her eternall trompe, with laurell girland

cround.

But what art thou, Ladie, which doest raunge

In this wilde forrest, where no pleasure is.

And doest not it for ioyous court exchaunge,

Emongst thine cquall peres, where happie blis

And all delight does raigne, much more tiien

this ?

There thou maist loue, and dearely loued bee,

Andswim in ])leasure,which thou here doesi mis;

There maist tliou best be scene, and best maist

see :

The wood is fit for beasts, the court is fit for thee.
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40
^\Tio so in pompe of proud estate (quoth she)

Does swim, and bathes himselfe in courtly bUs,

Does waste his dayes in darke obscuritee,

And in obhuion euer buried is :

\Miere ease abounds, yt's eath to doe amis
;

But who his hmbs with labours, and his mind
Behaues with cares, cannot so easie mis.

Abroad in armcs, at home in studious kind

iiMio seekes with painfull toile, shall honor

soonest find.

41

[n woods, in waues, in warrcs she wonts to dwell,

And will be found with perill and with paine
;

Ne can the man, that moulds in idle cell,

Vnto her happie mansion attaine :

Before her f,'ate hi{:^h God did Sweat ordaine,

And wakcfull watches euer to abide :

But easie is the way, and passage plaine

To pleasures j)al!ace ; it may soone be spide.

^nd day and ni^ht her dores to all stand open
wide.

n Princes court, The rest she would haue said,

But that the foolish man, hid with delight

Of her sweet words, that all his sence dismaid.

And with her wondrous beautie rauisht quight,

Gan burne in lillliy lust, and lca|)ing light,

Thought in his bastard armcs her to embrace.
With that she swaruiiig backe, lier lauelin

bright

Against him bent, and fiercely did menace
lo turned her about, and fled away apace.

43
Mijrh when the I'ea<;ant saw, amazd he stood.

And gricucd at her flight
;
yet durst he not

Pursevv her steps, through wild vnknowenwocHj;
Besiflcs he fr.ird her wrath, and thrcatued shot

VVhik-s in the bush he lay, not yet forgot

:

Ne car'd he greatly for her pr^•^.ence vainc,

But turning said to Trotn/xirl, What foule blot

Is this to kniglit, that I^kJIc should againc
)epart to woo<ls vntoucht, and leaue so proud

ilisdiine ?

41
Vrdie (said Tromfuirl) let her passe at will,

Ix-ast by her presence daunger niote iK-fall.

For who can tell (and sure I feare it ill)

But that she is sf)nie powre celestiall .•'

For whiles she s|»ake, Iter grc-jit words did a|>all

My feeble courage, and my luirl opf)res.vc,

Thai yet I quake an<l trenible ouer all.

And I (sjiid iWiif^vjidocfhu)) lliDught no lesse,

Vh( II first I lieard her home sound with such
gh.-wtlincssc.

I

-^5

I

For from my mothers wombe this grace I haue

,

Me giuen by eternall destinie,

j

That earthly thing may not my courage braue
Dismay with feare, or cause one foot to flic,

I

But either hellish feends, or powres on hie :

Which was the cause, when earst that home
I heard.

Weening it had beene thunder in the skie,

I hid my selfe from it, as one afleard
;

But when I other knew, my selfe I boldly reard.

46
But now for feare of worse, that ma\- betide,

Let vs soone hence depart. They soone agree ;

So to his steed he got, and gan to ride,

As one vnfit therefore, that all might see

He had not trayned bene in cheualree.

Which well that valiant courser did discerne:

For he despysd to tread in dew degree,

But chaufd and fom'd, with courage fierce and
Sterne,

And to be easd of that base burden still did erne.

Cani. JUL

Giiyon does Furor bind in chaincs,

and slops Occasion :

Dcliucrs Plicdon, and therefore

by Strife is rayld vpon.

I

In braue pursuit of honorable deed,

There is I know not what great ditTercna*

Ik'lweene the vulgar aiul tlie nol)le seed.

Which vnto things of valorous pretence
Sceim^ to 1)0 Ix^rne by natiue influence

;

As fcates of amies, and loue to entertaine,

But chiefly skill to riile, sccmi-s a science

Proper to gentle blou<l ; some others faine

To menage steeds, as did lliis vaunter ; but in

vaine.
2

But he the rightful! owner of that steed.

W ho well could menage and suUlew his pride.

'Ihe whiles on f<»<»t was forced for to veed,

\\ iihthat blackePaliner.hiMuosttmslN guide;

Who sultre<l not hi.s wandring feet to slide.

But when strong jxission, or wrake flcsjjlini^ssc

Would from the right way seeke to draw hitii

wide,

newouMthrou},'hteiii|K'r;ina'an<!stetlf.i^lnese.

Teach him the wcake to strengthen, and the

strong suppn-ssc.
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3
It iortuncd forth faring on his way,

lie saw from farre, or seemed for to see

Some troublous vprore or contentious fray,

Whereto lie drew in haste it to agree.

A mad man, or that fjigned mad to bee,

Drew by the haire along vpon the ground,

A handsome stripl'ng with great crueltcc,

Whomsore hebett,andgor'dwith many awound,
That cheekes with teares, and sides with bloud

did all abound.
4

And him behind, a wicked Hag did stalke,

In ragged robes, and filthy disaray.

Her other leg was lame, that she no'te walke.

But on a staffe her feeble steps did stay ;

Her lockes, that loathly were and hoarie gray,

Grew all afore, and loosely hong vnrold,

But all behind was bald, and worne away,

That none thereof could euer taken hold.

And eke her face ill fauourd, full of wrinckles

old.

And euer as she went, her tongue did walke

In foule rcproch, and termes of vile despight,

Prouoking him by her outrageous talke,

To hcape more vengeance on that wretched

wight

;

[smite.

Sometimes she raught him stones, wherwith to

Sometimes her staffe, though it her one leg were,

Withouten which she could not go vpright

;

Ne any cuill mcanes she did forbeare,

That might him moue to wrath, and indignation

reare.
^

Tlie noble Guyon mou'd with great remorse,

Approching, first the Hag did thrust away,

And after adding more impetuous forse,

His mightie hands did on the madman lay.

And pluckt him backe ; who all on fire streight

Against him turning all his fell intent, [way.

With beastly brutish rage gan him assay,

And smot, and bit, and kickt, and scratcht,

and rent,

And did he wist not what in his aucngement.

And sure he was a man of mickle might,

Had he had goucrn uico, it well to guide :

But when the franticke (it inllamd his s[)right,

His force wasvaine,andstrookeniorcoftcnwide,

Then at the aymcd marke, which he had cide :

.And oft himselfe he chaunst to hurt vnwarcs,

Whilst reason blent through passion, nought

descride,

But as a blindfold Bull at randon fares,

.\nd where he hits, nought knowes, and whom
he hurts, nought cares.

8

His rude assault and rugged handeling

Straunge seemed to the knight , that ayewith foe

In faire defence and goodly menaging
Of armes was wont to hght, yet nathemoe
Was he abashed now not fighting so,

But more enfierced through his currish play,

Him sternely grypt, and haling to and fro,

To ouerthrow him strongly did assay.

But ouerthrew himselfe vnwares, and lower lay.

And being downe the villein sore did beat.

And bruze with clownish fistcs his manly face :

And eke the Hag with many a bitter threat,

Still cald vpon to kill him in the place.

\\ith whose rcproch and odious menace
The knight emboyling in his haughtie hart,

Knit all his forces, and gan soone vnbrace

His grasping hold : so lightly did vpstart.

And drew his deadly weapon, to maintaine his

part.

Which when the Palmer saw, he loudly crydc.

Not so, Guyon, neuer thinke that so

That Monster can be maistred or destroyd :

He is not, ah, he is not such a foe,

As Steele can wound, or strength can ouerthroe.

That same is Furor, cursed cruell wight,

That vnto knighthood workes much shame
and woe

;

And that same Hag, his aged mother, hight

Occasion, the root of all wrath and despight.

ir

With her, who so will raging Furor tame,

Must first begin, and well her amenage :

First her restraine from her reprochfuU blame.

And euill meanes, with which she doth enrage

Her franticke sonne, and kindles his courage.

Then when she is withdrawen, or strong with-

stood,

It's eath his idle furic to asswage,

And calmc the tempest of his passion wood ;

The bankcs arc ouerflowen, ^^hen stopped is the

flood.
12

Therewith Sir Guyon left his first emprise.

And turning to that woman, fast her hcnt

Bv the hoarc lockes, that hong before her eyes,

And to the ground her threw : yet n'ould she

stent

Her bitter r.uling and foule rcuilement,

I5ut St ill proudkt her somietowrcakc herwrong;

But nathelesse he did her still torment.

And catching hold of her vngratious tong.

Thereon an yron lock did fasten firme and

strong.
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13

rhen when as vse of speach was from her reft,

With her two crooked handes she signes did

make,
And beckned him, the last helpe she had left

:

But he that last left helpe away did take.

And both her luinds fast bound vnto a stake,

That she note stirre. Then gan her Sonne to flie

Full fast away, and did her quite forsake
;

But Giiyon after him in haste did hie,

^d soone him ouertooke in sad perplexitie.

14
.

ji liis strong armes he stiffely him embraste.

Who him gainstriuing, nought at all preuaild :

For all his power was vtterly defaste,

And furious fits at earst quite weren quaild :

Oft he rc'nforst, and oft his forces fayld.

Yet yield he would not, nor his rancour slacke.

Then him to ground he cast, and rudely hayld,

And Ujtli his liands fast bound behind his backe,

^d both his feet in fetters to an yron racke.

15.

Vith hundred yron chaines he did him bind,

Andhundrcdknot^thatdidhimsoreconstraine:
Vet his great yron teeth he still did grind.

And grin)lygnasii,threatningreuenge invaine;

His burning cyen, whom bloudie strakes diti

staine,

Stared full wide,and threw forth sparkes of lire.

And more for ranck despight, then for great

pa i tic,

Sh ikt his long lockes, colourd like co[)per-wire,

\x\(\ bit his tawny beard to shew his raging ire.

16

rhus when as Gtiyon Furor had captiuM,

Turning about he saw that wrctrhcd S(juire,

Whdrn that mad man of life nigh late depriu'd.

Lying on j^round, all soild with bloud and mire:

Whom when as he |K.rceiued to respire,

He gan to comfort, and his wounds to dresse.

Being at LlsI recured, he gan incjuire,

Wliall»ardmish:ipliiMibr<)U^Iilt()SU(lidistressc,

Vnd nuide that cailiues ihral, the thral <tf

wrttchednesso.

17

iVilhhart then throbbing;, and with w;ttrveyes,

r.iireSir(*|ii«)tlihf)wliat m;in r.tn slim 1

1

lie h.ij),

111 it hidden lyi-s vnwarcs him to surpryse .•'

Misfortune waites aduantage to entrap

Tlu" man most warie in her whelming lap.

.So me we:ik»* wretch, of man\- weakest one,

Viiwrftini', and viiware of sii< h mishap,
Shr bron^^lit to niis<liiefe tliroii^Oi (Mc;ision,

iVIuTethissJune wicked villeinili«lmelight vpon.

18

It was a faithlesse Squire, that was the sourse
Of all my sorrow, and of these sad teares,

Withwhomfromtenderdugofcommune nourse,
Attonce I was vpbrought, and eft when ycares
More rype vs reason lent to chose our Peares,

Our selues in league of vowed loue we knit

:

In which we long time without gealous feares,

Or faultie thoughts continewd, as was fit

;

And for my part I vow, dissembled not a whit.

It was my fortune commune to that age,

To loue a Ladie faire of great degree.

The which was borne of noble parentage,

And set in highest seat of dignitee.

Yet seemd no lesse to loue, then loued to bee :

Long I her seru'd,and found her faithfull still,

Ne eucr thing could cause vs disagree :

Loue that two liarts makes one, makes eke one

will

:

Each si roue to please, and others pleasure to

fulfill.

20

My friend, hight Phikuwn, I did partake

Of all my loue and all my priuitie ;

Who greatly ioyous seemed for my sake,

And gratious to that Ladie, as to mee,
Ne euer wight, that mote so welcome bee.

As he to her, withouten blot or blame,

Ne eucr thing, that she could thinke or sec,

But vnto him she would ini|>art the Siime :

wretched man, tliat would abuse so gentle

Dame.
21

At last such grace I found, and meancs Iwrought,

'I'hat I tliat Ladie to my s[R)use had wonne
;

Accord of friends, consent of parents sought,

Afiiance made, my happinesse l)cgonne.

There wanted nought but few rilis to Ix- donnc,

Which mariage make ; that day too farre did

seeme :

Most ioyous man, on whom the shining Sunne
Did shew his face, my sclfe I did esteeme,

And that my falser frieiul did no lesse ioyous

deeme.

Hut ere that wished day his l>c;une disdosd,

lie either enu\ing my toward giHul,

Or of himselfe to treason ill disposd,

One (lav vnto me a\me in friendly nuxxl,

And told for secret how he vnderslcKxl

That Lidie \shom I h.id to me ass\nd.

Had Uith distaind her honor;ilile LKhxI,

Ami eke the faith, whit h she to me <li<l bvnd ;

And tlurfore wisht me sl.iy, till I more truth

should fviid.
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23

The gnawing anguish and sharpe gelosy,

Which his sad speech infixed in my brest,

Ranckled so sore, and festred inwardly,

That my engreeued mind could find no rest.

Till that the truth thereof I did outwrest,

And him besought by that same sacred band

Betwixt vs both, to counsell me the best.

He then with solemne oath and plighted hand

Assur'd,ere long the truth to let m j vnderstand.

24

Ere long with like againe he boorded mee,

Saying, he now had boulted all the floure,

And that it was a groome of base degree,

Wliich of my loue was partner Paramoure :

Who vsed in a darkesome inner bowre

Her oft to meet : which better to approue,

He promised to bring me at that howre.

When I should see, that would me nearer moue,

Anddriue me to withdrawmy blind abused loue.

25

This gracelesse man for furtherance of his guile.

Did court the handmayd of my Lady deare.

Who glad t'embosome his affection vile,

Did all she might, more pleasing to appeare.

0]ie day to worke her to his will more neare,

He woo'd her thus : Pryene (so she hight)

What great despight doth fortune to thee beare,

Thus lowly to abase thy beautie bright.

That it should not deface all others lesser light?

26

But if she had her least helpe to thee lent,

T'adorne thy forme according thy desart,

Their blazing pride thou wouldest soone haue

blent, [part

;

And staynd their prayses with thy least good

Ne should faire Claribell with all her art.

Though she thy Lady be, approch thee neare :

For proofe thereof, this euening, as thou art,

Aray thy sclfe in her most gorgeous geare.

That I may more delight in thy embracement
deare.

27

The Maiden proud through prayse, and mad
through loue

Him hearkned to, and soone her selfe arayd,

The whiles to me the treachour did rcmoue
His craftie engin, and as he had sayd.

Me leading, in a secret corner layd,

The sad spectatour of my Tragedie
;

[playd,

Where left, he went, and his owne false part

Disguised like that groome of base degree,

Wliom he had feifrnd th'abuser ofmv loue to bee.

28

Eftsoones he came vnto th'appointcd place,

And with him brought Pryene, rich arayd.

In Claribellaes clothes. Her proper face

I not descerned in that darkesome shade.

But weend it was my loue, with whom he playd.

Ah God, what horrour and tormenting griefe

My hart, my hands, mine eyes, and all assayd ?

Me liefer were ten thousand deathes priefe,

Then wound of gealous worme, and shame of

such repriefe.

I home returning, fraught with fowle despight,

And chawing vengeance all the way I went,

Soone as my loatl\ed loue appeard in sight,

With wrathfull hand I slew her innocent ; •

That after soone I dearely did lament

:

For when the cause of that outrageous deede

Demaunded, I made plaine and euident,

Her faultie Handmayd, which that bale did

breede,

Confest, how Philemon her wrought to chaunge

her wecde.
30

Which when I heard, with horrible affright

And hellish fury all enragd, I sought

Vpon my selfe that vengeable despight

To punish : yet it better first I thought.

Towrcakemywrathon him,that first it wrought.

To Pkilemon, false faytour Philemon

I cast to pay, that I so dearely bought

;

Of deadly drugs I gaue him drinke anon.

And washt away his guilt with guiltie potion.

31.

Thus heapingcrime on crime, and griefeon griefe,

To losse of loue adioyning losse of frcnd,

I meant to purge both with a third mischiefe,

And in mv woes beginner it to end :

That was Pryene ; she did first offend,

She last should smart: with which cruell intent,

When I at her mv murdrous blade did bend.

She fled away with ghastly drerimcnt.

And I purscwing my fell purpose, after wont.

32
Feare gaue her wings,and rage cnforst my flight

;

Through woods and plaincs so long I did her

chace.

Till this mad man,whom your victorious might

Hath now fast bound, me met in middle s[)ace.

As I her, so he me pursewd apace,

And shortly oucrtooke : I, breathing yrc.

Sore chauffed at my stay in such a cace.

And with my heat kindled his cruell fyre
;

Wliich kindled once, his mother did more rage

inspyrc.
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33
jtwixt them both, they haue me doen to dye,

Tirough wounds, and strokes, and stubborne

handeling,

'hat death were better, then such agony,

LS griefe and furie vnto me did bring
;

)f whicli in me yet stickes the mortall sting,

'hat during h{e will neuer be appcasd.

V'hen he thus ended had his sorrowing,

aid Gwyon, Squire, sore haue ye beenediseasd

;

It all your hurts may soone through temper-

ance be easd.
34

len gan the Palmer thus, Most wretched man,
"hat to affections does the bridle lend

;

n their beginning they are weake and wan,
Jut soone through suff'rance grew to fcarefull

end
;

[contend :

Vhiles they are weake betimes with them
orwhen they once to j")erfcct strength dogrow,
trong warrts they make,and cruel Ibattry bend
iainst fort of Reason, it to oucrthrow :

rath, gclo^ie, griefe, louc this Squire haue
layd thus low.

ratli, gcalosle, griefe, loue do tlais cx[xll

:

Vrath is a fire, and gealosie a wecde,

'iricfe is a flood, and loue a monsti-r fell
;

lie fire of sfKirkcs, the wcedc of little secde,

'hefloodof dro[)s,theMonhtcrfiIthdidhrccde:

Jut sparks,seed,dro|)s, and filth do thus delay
;

Tie sfiarks soone quench, the springing seed

outweed,

Tic dro[>s dry vp, and filth wi|)e clcane away :

» shall wrath, gealosie, griefe, loue dye and
decay.

36
iliicky Squire (said Cuyon) sith thou hast

' into misrhicfe through intcmi>orauncc,

torthtakchte !eofthat thou now hast pa^t,

lide thy wayis with waric goueriiaunrr,

worse iK'tidc thee bvsome later rhaunce.

id how art thou narn'd.atidof what kin.

It I hi;;ht (cpioth \\v) aiul <lo adiiaunrc

line aiiiir. ^f rv from famous Corndin.

hofirst tor.iyscourhousctohonourdi<l iKgin.

uis as he sjKikc, lo far away they spydc
^ varlrt running towanls liastily,

Vlif>sc flying feet .so fast lliiir way applydo,
^"''

! round al)«iuf a cloud of dust did ily,

1 fninglfd all wit hsweiilc,di<l dim his vyv.

! '>')ncappn)<lK'd,p.intirig,l»r« athlcsscwhot,
\tul all so soyM, that noiir ( ihi!<1 hitn discry

;

nannrc was bold, ainl Ii.isIk*! not

I'M ikes, but scorncfull i VKlauncc at

hiiw 'liot

.

Behind his backe he bore a brasen shield.

On which was drawen faire, in colours fit,

A flaming fire in midst of bloudy field.

And round about the wreath this word was writ,

Burnt I do burne. Right well beseemed it.

To be the shield of some redoubted knight

;

And in his hand two darts exceeding flit.

And deadly sharpe he held, whose heads were
dight

In poyson and in bloud, of malice and despight.

39
When he in presence came, to Giiyon first

He boldly spake, Sir knight, if knight thou bee,

Abandon this forestalled place at erst.

For feare of further harme. I counscU thee,

Or bide the chaunce at thine owne ieoperdie.

The knight at his great boldnesse wondered,

And though he scornd his idle vanitie,

Yet mildly him to pur])ose answered
;

For not to grow of nought he it conicctured.

40
Varlet, this place most dew to me I dccme,

Yielded by him, that held it forcibly.

But whence should come that harme, which

thou docst scenic

To threat to him, that mindshischauncet'abj'e?

Perdv (said ho) here comes, and is hard by

A knight of wondrous |)Ow re, and great assay,

That neuer yet cncountred enemy,
But did him deadly daunt, or fowle dismay :

Ne thou for bet ter hope, if thou his presence stay.

4t

How hight he then (s;iid Giiyon) and from

whence ?

Pyroclilfs is his name, rcnownicd farrc

For his lx>ld feats and hardy confidence,

Full oft aj'prou'd in many a crmll warro,

The brother of Cvtnofhlrs. \hA\\ which arre

The sonncs of old Aerates and I\spi^lt,

Airiitis Sonne of Phlrtirton and larrf ;

But Pliln^rlon is Sonne of Ilrrrlftis and Night

;

But Ilercbus sonne of Aetnuitie is hight.

•12

So from inimorlall r.ire he does prorcede.

That niorlall hands may not withstand his

might,

Drad for his dorring <lo. and bloudy deed
;

For all in bloud an(l s|H»ile is his delight.

His am I Aliu, his in wrong and right.

That inatt<r make for him to worke vjHin

And stirrc him \'p to strife ami crurll light.

I'lv therefore. (Iv this fcarefull stead anon.

Least thy f(K»lhar<li7.c worke thy sjul confusion.
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His be that care, whom most it doth concerne,

(Said he) but whither with such hasty flight

Art thou now bound ? for well mote 1 discerne

Great cause, that carries theesoswift and light.

My Lord (quothhe)me sent,andstreight behight

To seeke Occasion, where so she bee :

For he is all disposd to bloudy fight,

And breathes out wrath and hainous crucltie
;

Hard is his hap, that first fals in his icopardie.

44
Madman (said then the Palmer) that does seeke

Occasion to wrath, and cause of strife
;

She comes vnsought, and shonned followes eke.

Happy, who can abstaine, when Rancour rife

Kindles Reuenge, and threats his rusty knife

;

Woe neuer wants, where cuery cause is caught,

And rash Occasion makes vnquiet life.

Then loe, where bound she sits, whom thou

hast sought,

(Said Gityon,) let that message to thy Lord be

brought.

That when the varlet heard and saw, streight

way
He wexedwondrouswroth,and said,Vileknight,

That knights and knighthood doest with

shame vpbray.

And shewst th'ensample of thy childish might,

With silly wcake old woman thus to fight.

Great glory and gay spoile sure hast thou got,

And stoutly prou'd thy puissaunce here insight;

That shall Pyrochlcs well requite, I wot,

And with thy bloud abolish so reprochfuU blot.

46
With that one of his thrillant darts he threw,

Headed with ire and vcngcable dcspight

;

The quiuering Steele his aymed end well knew,
And to his brest it selfe intended right

:

But he was warie, and ere it cmpight
In the meant marke, aduaunst his shield

atweene,

On which it seizing, no way enter might,

Bu t backe rebounding, left the forckheadkecne

;

Eftsoones he fled away, and might no where be

scene.

Wr^

Cant. V.

PyrocJiles does with Guyon fight,

And Furors chayne vnbinds :

Ofwhom sore huri,Jor his reuenge

Atin Cymochlesfinds.

I

Who euer doth to temperaunce apply
His stedfast life, and all his actions frame,

Trust me, shall find no greater enimy.
Then stubborne perturbation, to the same

;

To whichright well the wise do giue that name.
For it the goodly peace of stayed mindcs
Does oucrthrow,and troublous warre proclame

:

His ownewoes authour, who so bound it findcs,

As did Pyrochlcs, and it wilfully vnbindes.

\

After that varlets flight, it was not long,

Ere on the plaine fast pricking Guyon spide
One in bright armes embatteiled full strong,

That as the Sunny beamcs do glaunceand glid

Vpon the trembling waue, so shined bright,

Androundabout him threw forthsparlding fire,

That seemd him to enflame on euery side :

His steed was bloudy red, and fomed ire,

Wlien with the maistring spur he did him
roughly stire.

3
Approching nigh, he neuer stayd to greete,

Ne chaffar words, prowd courage to prouokc.

But prickt so fiers, that vnderucath his feete

The smouldring dust did round about him
smoke,

Both horse and man nigh able for to choke
;

And fairly couching his stecle-headed spcare,

Him first saluted with a sturdy stroke
;

It booted nought Sir Guyon comming ncare

To thinke, such hideotis puissaunce on foot to

beare.

.4
But lightly shunned it, and passing by,

With his bright blade did smite at hiin so fell,

That the siuirpe Steele arriuing forcibly

On his broad shield, bit not, but glauncing fell

On his horse nccke before the quilted sell.

And from the head the body sundred quight.

So him dismounted low, he did com[)cll

On foot with him to matchen equall fight

;

The truncktd beast fast bleeding, did him fowly
dight.
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)re bruzed with the fall, he slow vprose,

^d all enraged, thus him loudly shent

;

)isleall knight, whose coward courage chose

Po wreake it selfe on beast all innocent,

^d shund the marke, at which it should be

ment, [hood fraile
;

rhereby thine armes seeme strong, but man-
)0 hast thou oft with guile thine honour blent

;

But litle may such guile thee now auaile,

wonted force and fortune do not muchme failc.

6

ith thathedrewhis flamingsword,andstrookc
U him so fiercely, that the vpper marge
)f his seuenfolded shield away it tooke,

Ind glauncing on his helmet, made a large

Ind open gash therein : were not his targe,

^'hat broke the violence of his intent,

lieweary soule from thence itwoulddischarge;
'Jathclesse so sore a bufT to him it lent,

lat made him reele, and to his brcst his beuer
bent.

7
icceeding wroth was Guyott at that blow,
(nd much asliamd, that stroke of lining armc-

rhould him dismay, and make him stoupsolow,
'hough otherwise it did him lillc luirme :

'ho hurling high iiis yron braced armc,
le smote so manly on his shoulder i)late,

'hat all his left side it did quite disarmc
;

^et there the Steele stayd not, but inly bate
teepe in his flesh, and o[)cncd wide a red flocMJ-

gate.
g

Kidly flismayd, with horrour of that dint

^yrochles was, and (jricued eke cntyre
;

{ci nathemore did it his fury stint,

Jut added llame vnto his former fire,

liat welnigh molt his hart in raging yrc,

ie thenceforth his approut-d skill, to ward,
)r striko, or hurtle round in warlike gyre,

leinfrnbrcd he, ne rar'd for his s;uifgard,

it riKJciy ng'd, and like a cruell Tygre far'd.

L' hcwd, and laslit, and fr)yii(j. and tliimdre<l

blowcs,

i\v\ cucry way did scckc inlo his life,

^•plal «•, nc male n )ul< I w.i rd so might V I hrowi'S,
tut yielded pav^ag- to his rriiell knifi-.

Jut (iuytm, in the heat of all his si rile,

Vas warie wis*-, and closely did a\\a\ t

kuaiiiitage, whilcst his ffK" did rage most rife
;

omeiimcs a thwart, sometimes he st r(M)ke him
strayt,

id falsefj oft his blowcs, I'illude him with such
bayt.

10

Like as a Lyon, whose imperiall powre
A prowd rebellious Vnicorne defies,

T'auoide the rash assault and wrathfull stowrc

Of his fiers foe, him to a tree applies,

And when him running in full course he spies.

He slips aside ; the whiles that furious beast

His precious home, sought of his cnimies.

Strikes in the stocke, ne thence can be releast.

But to the mighty victour yields a bounteous
feast.

II

With such faire slight him Guyon often faild.

Till at the List all breathlesse, wearie. faint

Ilim sj)ying, with fresh onset he assaild,

And kindling new his courage seeming queint,

Strooke him so hugely, that through great

constraint

He made him stoup perforce vnto his knee.

And do vnwilling worship to the Saint,

That on his shield depainted he did sec ;

Such homage till that instantneuer learned hce.

12

\Miom Guyon seeing stoup, pursewed fast

The present ofTer of faire victory,

And soone his dnadfuU blade about he cast.

Wherewith he smote his haughty crest so h\"e.

That streight on ground made him full low to

lye;
'1 hen on his brest his victour foole he thrust.

With that he cryde, Mercy, do me not dye,

Ne deeme thy force by fortunes doonic vniust,

That hath (maugre her spight) thus low me laid

in dust.

Eftsoones his cruell hand Sir Guyon stayd.

Tem|)ring the pa.sion with aduizcmcnt slow.

And maistring mif^ht on enimy dismavd :

For th'equall dye of warre he \mI1 diil ki'.ow ;

Then to him s;\id. Line and alle^'annce owe.
To him that giuis tlue life and lilx-rtie.

And heiu-ef<»rth by this dayes ens;un|ile trow.

That luisty wroth, and heedli-sse ha/ardrie

Do breede re|xmlauncc late, and histing in-

faniie.

So vp he let him rise, who with grim looke

Anil count'nauncc sternc viistandinjj, pan to

grind

Ilisgrateflttfthfrirgrent disdeigne.and shooke

His suidv l<Mkes, long hanging downc Ix'hind,

Knotted in bloud and dust, for gricfc of mind,

'Hiat !»«• in (hIs of arnu's was conquerai :

Vet in himselfe s(imf comfort he did luid.

That him so noble kni|.'hl liati maisteriMl.

Whose Uiuntv more then might, yet both he

wondercil.
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15

.

\Vliich(7»yon marking said, Be nought a<T[rieu'd,

Sir knight, that thus ye now subdewed arre :

Wasneuerman,\vhomostconquestesaichieu'd,

But sometimes had theworse,and lostby vvarre,

Yet shortly gaynd, that losse exceeded farre :

Losse is no shame, nor to be lesse then foe,

But to be kssar, then himselfe, doth marre

Both loosers lot, and victours prayse alsoe.

Vaine others ouerthrowes, who sclfe doth ouer-

throwe. .
16

Fly, Pyrodiles, fly the dreadfull warre.

That in thy selfe thy lesser parts do moue,
Outrageous anger, and woe-working iarro,

Dirv-'full impatience, and hart murdring loue
;

Those,thosethy foes, thosewarrioursfarremoue.

Which thee to endlesse bale captiued lead.

But sith in might thou didst my mercy proue,

Of curtesie to me the cause aread,

That thee against me drew with so impetuous

dread.
17

Dreadlesse (said he) that shall I soone declare :

It was complaind, that thou hadst done great

tort

Vnto an aged woman, poore and bare,

And thralled her in chaines with strong effort,

Voide of all succour and needfull comfort

:

That ill beseemes thee, such as I thee see.

To worke such shame. Therefore I thee exhort,

To chaunge thy will, and set Occasion free.

And to her captiue sonne yield his first libertee.

18

Thereat Sir Guyon smilde. And is that all

(Said he) that thee so sore displeased hath ?

Great mercy sure, for to enlarge a thrall.

Whose freedome shall thee turne to greatest

scath. [wrath

:

Nath'lesse now quench thy whot emboyling

Loe there they be ; to thee I yield them free.

Thereat he wondrous glad, out of the path

Did lightly Icape, where he them bound did see,

And gan to breake the bands of their captiuitee.

Soone as Occasion felt her selfe vntyde.

Before her sonne could well assoylcd bee,

She to her vse returnd, and strcight defyde

Both Guyon and Pyrodiles : th'one (said slice)

Bycause he wonne ; the other because hce

Was wonne : So matter did she make of

nought,

To stirre vp strife, and do them disagree :

But soone as Furor was enlargd, she sought

To kindle his quencht fire, and thousand causes

wrought.

It was not long, ere she inflam'd him so,

That he would algates with Pyrochles fight,

And his redeemer chalengd for his foe.

Because he had not well mainteind his right.

But yielded had to that same straunger knight:
Now gan Pyrodiles wex as wood, as hee.

And him affronted with impatient might

:

So both together fiers engrasped bee.

Whiles Guyon standing by, their vncouth strife

does see.

21

Him all that while Occasion did prouoke
Against Pyrodiles, and new matter framed
VjDon the old, him stirring to be wroke
Of his late wrongs, in which she oft him blamed
Forsufferingsucli abuse, as knighthoodshamed,
And him dishablcd quite. But he was wise

Ne would with vaine occasions be inflamed
;

Yet others she more vrgent did deuise :

Yet nothing could him to impatience entise.

22

Their fell contention still increased more.
And more thereby increased Furors might,

That he his foe has hurt, and wounded sore,

And him in bloud and durt deformed quight.

His mother eke, more to augment his spight,

Now brought to him a flaming fire brond,

Which she in Stygian lake, ay burning bright,

Had kindled : that she gaue into his bond.

That armd with fire, more hardly he mete him
withstond.

Tho gan that villein wex so fiers and strong,

That nothing mightsustaine his furious forse
;

He cast him downe to ground, and all along

Drew him through durt and ni}re without

remorse.

And fowly battered his comely corse,

That Guyon much disdeignd so loathly sight.

At last he was compeld to cry perforse,

Hel[)e, Sir Guyon, helpe most noble knight.

To rid a wretched man from hands of hellish

wight.

The knight was greatly moued at his plaint.

And gan him dight to succour his distrcsse,

Till that the Palmer, by his graue restraint,

Him stayd from )ielding ])itifull rcdrcsse ;

And said, Deare sonne, thy causelesse rrth

reprcsse,

Ne let thy stout hart melt in pitty vayne :

lie that his sorrow sought through wilfulncsse,

And his foe fettrcd would release agayne,

Deseruestotast his follies fruTt, repented payne.
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yon obayd ; So him away he drew
rorn needlesse trouble of renewing fight

Iready fought, his voyage to pursew.

ut rash Pyrochles varlet, Alin hight,

/hen late he saw his Lord in heauy plight,

nder Sir Guyons puissaunt stroke to fall,

[im deeming dead, as then he secmd in sight,

led fast away, to tell his funerall

ito his brother, whom Cymochles men did call.

26

: was a man of rare redoubted might,

amous throughout theworld for warlikeprayse,

nd glorious spoiles, purchast in perilous fight:

uU many doughtie knights he in his daycs

!ad doen to death, subdewde in equall frayes,

Hiose carkases, for terrour of his name,
ffowlt-sand beast shemade the[)itecusprayes,

ndhong their conqueredarnusformorcckfamc
; gallow tiees, in honour of his dearest Dame.

s dearest Dame is that Enchaunteresse,

he vile Acrasia, that with vainc delightes,

nd idle pluusures in her Boure of Blissc,

oes charme her louers, and the feeble

sprightcs

an aill out of the bodies of fraile wightes :

fhom then she does transforme to monstrous
hewcs,

nd horribly misshapes with vgly sightes,

iptiuM eternally in yron mewes,
d darksom dens, where Tilun his face neuer
shewes. o

28

ere Alin found Cymochles soiourning,

seme his Ivcnians loue : for he, by kind,

'as giuen all to lust and loose lining,

'hen euer his liers hands he free tuotc find :

rul now he has |>ourd out his idle mind
1 daintie delices, and laiiish ioyes,

uuing his warlike wea|)ons cast lx;hind,

nd ilowes in pleasures, and vainc pleasing
toycs,

igled ctnongsl loose Ladies and lasciuious

boycs,
-''

'I ouer him, art striuing to com|Kiire

ilh nature, did an ArlnT grecnc dis|)rcd,

ramed of w.uit«)n Yuie. flouring f.iire,

'hwhi<litlH'fragr:uif l'!t;l.uilinedidspre I

'king arnies, (•nlra\ Id with r(»st^ red.

liu li<l.iintiro«loiirs roun<l alM)ut llicinthri \v,

r»d all within vsitli llowres was garnislwd,
lat when nivid /<7>//v"irfnio!igst tlirm blew,
i l)rcatli r>ut bounteous sujels, and painlctl

colors shew.

And fast beside, there trickled softly downe
A gentle streame, whose murmuring wane did

play

Emongst the pumy stones, and made a sowne.
To lull him soft a sleepe, that by it lay ;

"I'he wearie Traueiler, wai dring that way.
Therein did often quench his thristy heal,

And then by it his wearie limbes display.

Whiles creeping slomber made him to forget

His former paine, and N\'\pt away his to\ Isom
sweat.

And on the other side a pleasaunt groue
Was shot vp high, full of the stalely tree,

That dedicated is i'Olynipicke loue,

And to his sonne Alcidts, whenas hee
Gaynd in Xemea goodly victoree

;

Therein the mcry birds of euery sort

Chaunted alowd tiieir chearefull harmonie :

And madeemongst themseluts a sweet consort,

That quickned the dull spright with musical I

comfort.
32

There he him found all carelesly displayd,

In secret shadow from the sunny ray,

On a sweet bed of lillies softly layd.

Amidst a flocke of Damzcls fresh and gay,
That round about him dissolute did play

Their wanton follits, and light mcriment

;

Euery of which did loosely disaray

Her vppcr parts of meet habiliments,

And shewd them naked, deckt with many
orn;unents.

33
And euery of them strouc. with most delights,

Ilim to aggratc, and gnatist pleasures shew :

Some framd faire loukes, glancing like euening
lights.

Others sweet words, dropping like h(^nn\- dew

;

S(4ne Uithcd kisses, antl did soft embrew
'Ihe sugred licour through his melting li|« :

One Ixxtstes her Ix-autie.and does veekl to vew
Her daintie linilK-s al)oue lur lender hips ;

Another iier out l)<).i^les, and all fort rvall strips.

34
Hi", like an Adder, lurkii^g in tl>e weeds,

Hi^wandringthoughtindeiiH'disireckxsslccpe,

And hisfrailee\e\\iths|Knle of Uautie feitles;

Soiiirlinit's he faKely f.iinih hiniNelle to slee|K',

Whiles through their lids his wanton oil's do
|>eepe,

To stj'ale a Miatth of amorous coniXMpt,

Whereby close lire into his heart dtxs crle|>e :

.•n), tlu in deceiui*s, deceiuM in his dccvipt,

Maile drunke with drugs of deare voluptuous
receipt.
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35
Atin arriuing there, when him he spide,

Thus in still waues of deepe delight to wade,

Fiercely approching, to him lowdly cride,

Cymochles ; oh no, but Cyttiochles shade,

In which that manly person late did fade,

\\'hat is become of great Aerates sonne ?

Or where hath he hong vp his mortall blade,

That hath somany haughtie conquests wonne ?

Is all his force forlorne,and all his glory donne ?

.
36

.

Then prickinghim with hissharpe-pointed dart,

He said ; Vp, up, thou womanish weake
knight.

That here in Ladies lap entombed art,

VnmindfuU of thy praise and prowest might.

And weetlesse eke of lately wrought despight,

Whiles sad Pyrochks lies on senselesse ground,

And groneth out his vtmost grudging spright,

Through many a stroke, and many a stream-

ing wound,
Calling thy helpe in vaine, that here in ioyes art

dround.

37.
Suddeinly out of his delightfull dreame
The man awoke, and would haue questiond

more
;

But he would not endure that wofull theame

For to dilate at large, but vrged sore

With pcrcing words, and pittifuU implore,

Him hastie to arise. As one affright

With hellish feends, or Furies mad vprore.

He then vprose, inflam'd with fell despight.

And called for his armes ; for he w'ou'ld algates

fight.

38 .
. _

They bene ybrought; he quickly does him dight.

And lightly mounted, passeth on his way,

Ne Ladies loues, ne sweete entreaties might

Appease his heat, or hastie passage stay
;

For he has vowd, to beene aueng'd that day,

(That day it selfe him seemed all too long :)

On him, that did Pyrochks deare dismay :

So proudly pricketh on his courser strong.

And Atin aie him pricks with spurs of shame
and wrong.

^W?

Cant VI.

Giiyon is of immodest Mcrlh

led into hose desire,

Fights with Cymochles, whiles his bro-

ther biirnes in furiousfire.

A Harder lesson, to learne Continence

In ioyous pleasure, then in grieuous paine

:

For sweetnesse doth allure the weaker sence

So strongly, that vneathes it can refraine

From that, which feeble nature couets fainc
;

But griefe and wrath, that be her enemies,

And foes of life, she better can restraine
;

Yet vertue vauntes in both their victories,

kndGuyon in them all shewes goodly maisteries.

2

Whom bold Cymochles trauelling to find.

With cruell i)urpose bent to wreake on him
The wrath, which Atin kindled in his mind,

Came to a riuer, by whose vtmost brim
Wayting to passe, he saw whereas did swim
A long the shore, as swift as glaunce of eye,

A litle Gondelay, bedecked trim

With boughcs and arbours wouen cunningly,

That like a litle forrest seemed outwardly.

And therein sate a Ladie fresh and faire.

Making sweet solace to her selfe alone
;

Sometimes she sung, as loud as larke in aire.

Sometimes she laught, that nigh her breth was

gone.

Yet was there not with her else an\- one.

That might to her moue cause of meriment

:

Matter ofmerthenough, though therewerenone.

She could deuise, and thousand waics inuent.

To feede her foolish humour, and vaine iolli-

ment.
4

Which \\\v:n farre off CymochleshQSixd, and saw.

He loudly cald to such, as were a bord,

The little barke vnto the shore to draw,

And him to ferrie ouer that deepe ford :

The merry marriner vnto his word
Soone hcarkncd, and her painted bote

streightway [Lord

Turnd to the shore, where that same warlike

She in receiu'd ; but Atin by no way
She would admit, albe the knight her much did

pray.
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tsoones her shallow ship away did slide,

ore swift, then swallow sheres the liquid skie,

('ithouten oare or Pilot it to guide,

r winged canuas with the wind to flie,

nly she turn'd a pin, and by and by
: cut away vpon the yielding wane,

e cared she her course for to apply :

or it was taught the way, which she would
haue,

d both from rocks and flats it selfe could

wisely saue.
^

d all the way, the wanton Damzell found
ew merth, her (passenger to entertaine :

Dr she in pleasant [purpose did abound,
nd greatly ioyed merry tales to faine,

f which a store-house did with her remaine,

et seemed, nothing well they her became ;

or all her words she drownd uith laughter

vaine,

nd wanted grace in vtt'ring of the same,

at turned all her pleasance to a scofBng game.

7

d other whiles vaine toyes she would denize

5 her fantasticke wit did mwt delight,

jmctimcs her head slie fondly would agnize

^illi gaudie girlunds, or fresh flowrets dight

bout her necke, or rings of rushes plight
;

)mctimcs to doe him laugh, she would assay

3 laugh at shaking of the leaues light,

r to iK'hold the water workc, and pla\*

out h'.r litle frigot, therein making way.

8

r light Ix-liauiour, and loose dalliaunce

aue wondrous great contentment to the

knight,

iiat of his way he Ixad no souenauncc,

or care of vow'd rcuengc, and rrui 11 fight,

ut to weake wench did yt'chl his marliall

might.

) casic was to quench his flanit'l mind
^ith one sweet drop of sensuall dtlight,

) cusic is, t'ap[)case the slormie wind
malice in the calnie of pleasant womankind.

icrsc dis<()ur>i-s in their way (licy six-nt,

ongst which CynwchUs of her (|ueslioned.

oth what she was, and what that vs;ige ment,
hich in her cot she daily practised,

tiinc man(saidslir)th;it uonldrst JMTcckoned
slr.iiingrr in thy hoinc, and ignoraunt

i riunlriii (for so m\" name is rc«l)

f I'litz-iiriti, thine ownr f.llow seruaunt ;

r thou to scruc Acrasia Ihy sclfe doc^l vuunl.

lO

In this wide Inland sea, that hight by name
The Idle lake, my wandring s\\\\) I row,

ThatknowLsher|X)rt,andthithersail(.sbya)ine,

Ne care, ne feare I, how the wind do blow.

Or whether swift I wend, or whether ^low :

Both slow and swift a like do serue my tourne,

Ne swelling Neptune, ne loud thundring lone

Canchaungemycheare.ormakcmeeuermoume;
My litle boat can safely passe this [perilous

bourne.

II

Whiles thus she talked, and whiles thus she toyd.

They were farre past thepassage. which he spake,

j

And come vnto an Island, waste and voyd,

I

That doted in the midst of that great lake.

There her small Gondelay her |)ort did make,
And that gay paire issuing on the shore

Disburdned her. Their way they forward take
I Into the land, that lay them faire before.

i
Whose pleasaunceshehimshew'd. and j^lentifuU

! great store.

I 12

It was a chosen plot of fertile land,

Emongst wide wanes set, like a litle nest,

j

As if it had by Natures cunning hand
' Bene choisely picked out from all the rtst,

.'\nd laid forth for ensample of the best

:

NodaintienowTecrherbe.thatgrowtsongrounel,

No arboret with painteel blosse")mes drest,

Andsmellingsweet,but there it might befound
To bud out faire, and her sw eet sniels throw all

around.

13

No tree, whose braunchcsdid not brauely spring;

No braunch, whereon a line biril eliel not sit

:

No bird, but did her shrill notes sweetly sing
;

No song but did containe a louel\- dit :

Trees, braunches, birds, and songs were
frame(l fit,

I'or to allure fraile mind to rarelesse case.

("arelessethemans(M)newo\e,andhisweakewit

Was onercome of thing, that did him please
;

1^0 pleased, did his wrathfull pur|H»se faire

ap|)e"ase.

14

Thu . when she h.id his evis and senses fed

With false deligl it s.iinel hid with pleasure sv.iine,

Into a sha<lie dale she soft him Kd.

And laid him «lt)wne vihjii a grassie |)laine ;

;\nd her sweet se-lfe w itnont dread, 01 tlis»laine,

I>he set lK"side, laying his head ilisaim'd

In her hnisf lap, it softlv to snstaiiie.

Will re s«M (lie heshinibrtd. fearing not UharmM,
The whiles with a louel la\' she thus him sweetly

rhurniM.



96 THE II. BOOKE OF THE Qant. VI.

Behold, man, that toilesome paines doest take,

The flowres, the fields, and all that pleasant

growes,

How they themsclues doe thine ensam[)lc make,

Whiles nothing enuious nature them forth

throwcs

Out of her fruitfuU lap ; how, no man knowes,

They spring, they bud, they blossome fresh

and faire, [showes
;

And deck the world with their rich pompous

Yet no man for them taketh paines or care,

Yet no man to them can his carefuU paines

compare.
^^

The lilly, Ladie of the flowring field,

The Flowre-deluce, her louely Paramoure,

Bid thee to them thy fruitlesse labours yield,

Andsooneleaueoffthistoylesomeweariestoure;

Loe loe how braue she decks her bounteous

boure.

With silken curtens and gold couerlcts,

Thereinto shrowd her sumptuous Bekimoure,

Yetneitherspinnesnorcardes,ne cares nor frets.

But to her mother Nature all her care she lets.

17

Why then dost thou, man, that of them all

Art Lord, and eke of nature Soueraine,

Wilfully make thy selfe a wretched thrall.

And wastthy ioyous houres in needlesse paine.

Seeking for daunger and aduentures vaine ?

What bootes it all to haue, and nothing vse ?

Whoshallhimrew,thatswinuninginthemaine,

Will die for thirst, and water doth refuse ?

Refuse such fruitlesse toile, and present plea-

sures chuse. n

By this she had him lulled fast a sleepe,

That of no worldly thing he care did take
;

Then she with liquors strong his eyes did steepe.

That nothing should him hastily awake :

So she him left, and did her selfe betake

Vnto her boat againe, with which she cleft

The slouthfull wane of that great gricsly lake
;

Soone she that Island farre behind her left,

And now is come to that same place, where first

she weft.

By this time was the worthy Giiyon brought

Vnto the other side of that wide strond,

Where she was rowing, and for passage sought:

Him needed not long call, she soone to bond
Her ferry brought, where him she byding fond,

With his sad guide ; hiinselfe she tooke a boord.

But the Blackc Palmer suffrcd still to stond,

Ne would for price, or prayers once affoord,

To ferry that old man ouer the perlous foord.

Guyon was loath to leaue his guide behind.

Yet being entred, might not backe retyre ;

For the Hit bark,-, obaying to her mind.

Forth launched quickly, as she did desire,

Ne gaue him leaue to bid that aged sire

Adieu, but nimbly ran her wonted course

Through the dull billowts thicke as troubled

mire, [forse,

Whom neither wind out of their seat could

Nor timely tides did driue out of their sluggish

sourse.

21

And by the way, as was her wonted guize,

Her merry fit she freshly gan to reare, :

And did of ioy and iollitie denize.

Her selfe to cherish, and her guest to cheare :

The knight was courteous,and did not forbeare

Her honest merth and pleasaunce to partake ;

But when he saw her toy, and gibe, and geare,

And passe the bonds of modest merimakc,

Her dalliance he despisd, and follies did forsake.

22

i
Yet she still followed her fonner stile,

And said, and did all that mote him deligh

Till they arriued in that pleasant He,

Where sleeping late she left her other knight.

But when as Guyon of that land had sight.

He wist himselfe amisse, and angry said
;

Ah Dame, perdie ye haue not doen me right,

Thus to mislead me, whiles I you obaid :

Melitle needed from my rightway toliaue straid.

23

Faire Sir (quoth she) be not displcasd at all

;

Who fares on sea, may not commaund his way,

Ne wind and weather at his pleasure call

:

The sea is wide, and easie for to stray
;

The wind vnstable, and doth neuer stay.

But here a while ye may in safety rest,

Till season serue new passage to assay
;

Better safe port, then be in seas distrcst.

Therewith she laught, and did her earnest end

in icst.

24

But he halfe discontent, mote nathelesse

Himselfe appease, and issewd forth on shored

The ioycs whereof, and happic fruitfulntssc,

Such as he saw, she gan him lay before.

And all though pleasant, yet she made mucb

more

:

[spring

The fields did laugh, the flowres did freshly

The trees did bud, and earely blossomes bore.

And all the quire of birds did sweetly sing,

And told that gardins pleasures in their caroling
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nd she more sweet, then any bird on bough,
IVould oftentimes emongst them beare a part,

\nd striue to passe (as she could well enough)
rheir natiue musicke by her skilfull art

:

50 did she all, that might his constant hart

iiVithdraw from thought of warlike enterprize,

\nd drowne in dissolute delights ajjart,

^Vhere noyse of amies, or vew of marliall guize

light not reuiue desire of knightly exercize.

26

iut he was wise, and warie of her will,

\nd euer iield his hand vpon his hart

:

Vet would not seeme so rude, and thewed ill.

As to des[Mse so courteous seeming part,

rhut gentle Ladie did to him impart,

But fuirely tem[>ring fond desire subdewd,
(\nd euer her desired to depart.

J5he list not hearc, but her disixjrts poursewd,

nd euer bad himstay,tilltime the tide renewd.

27

nd now by this, Cymocliles howre was si:)ent,

riiat he awoke out of his idle dreme,
(\nd shaking off his drowzie drerimcnt,

'jan him auize, how ill did him beseemc,

In sloulhfull sleepe his molten hart to steme,
(\iid (juench the brond of his conceiued ire.

rho vj) he started, stird with shame extreme,

No staied for his Damzell to iiuiuire,

ut marched to the strond, there p;Lss;ige to

recjuire.
^g

nd in the way he with Sir Guyon met,
\rrf)in()anydc with Plucdria the faire,

ones he gan to rage, and inl\- fret,

\[, Let be that I^idie deboiiaire,

I'iiou recreant knight, and soone thy sclfe

pre] Ki ire

Fo batlell. if thou meanc her loue to gaine :

IvOe, 1(X" alreadir, how the fowli-s in aire

Doe (locke, awaiting shortly to obtaine

hy carcasse for their j)ray, the guerdon of thv
ixiinc.
' 29

nd tiieriwithail he fiercely at him (K w.
\n<l with importune outrage him a.ssavld ;

(Vlu) soone prepard to field, his sword forth

drew,

\\A him with ((iiiall value cotinteruayld :

nuir might ie strokes their halK-rieons d;s-

inayld,

\\\*\ nakc'l niade vm\\ others manlv s|ki1Us
;

llie mortall Steele dcs|iitioiisly eiitayld

Jcc|)c in their flesh, <|uile through the vron
dalles, (fallcs.

tiat a large
|
iur| »lcslrcme adown iheirgianilxux

SI'I-NSI R ,

30
Cynwchles, that had neuer met before

So puissant foe, with enuious despight

His proud presumed force increased more,
Disdeigning to be held so long in fight

;

Sir Guyon grudging not so much his might,
As those vnknightly raylings, which he spoke,

With wrathfuU tire his courage kindled bright,

Thereof deuising shortly to be wroke.
And doubling all his powres, redoubled euer\'

stroke.
31

Both of them high attonce theirhands enhaunst,
Arid both attonce their huge blowes downe did

sway
;

Cymochles sword on Gityons shield yglaunst,

And thereof nigh one quarter sheard away ;

But Gityons angry blade so fierce did jilay

On th'others helmet, which as Tiian shone,

That quite it cloue his plumed crest in tway,

And bared all his head vnto the bone
;

Wherewith astonisht, still he stood, as sense-

lesse stone.
32

Still as he stood, faire Phcrdna, that beheld

That deadly daunger, soone atweene them ran:

And at their feet her sclfe most humbly feld,

Crying with pitteous voice, and count'nance
wan

;

.Ml well away, most noble Lords, how can

Vour cruell eyes endure so pitteous sight.

To shed your Hues on ground ? wo worth the

man,
That first did teach the cursed Steele to bight

In his owne fksh. antl make way to the lining

spright.

33
If euer loue of Ladie did empierce
Vour yron brtstes, or pittie could find place.

Withhold your I )l()udiehands from I Kit tell fierce,

;\n<l sitli for me ye fight, to me this grace
Both yeeld. to stay your diadly strife a space.

Tlieystay<la while: aiul ftath shegan proceed:

Most wrctdied woman, and of wicked race,

That am the author of this haiiious deed.

.And cause of tleath betwcenc two doughtie
knights doe breid.

34
Mill if for mr ye light, or me will serur.

Not this rude kind of batlill, nor these arnus
Are me« I . the which den- ni< .1 in Kile to steriie,

And «lolefull sorrow heape with deadly liarme*:

SiK h cruell game my siiirmoges disurnies :

Another warre, and other \\ni|>ons I

1 )« K'hnie,where loiie(l(K>sj^'iiiehissweetaIanms,

Without l)loii<lslietl, an<l where the enemv
\Mks yeeld vnto his foe a pKas;Uil victor\

.
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Debatefull strife, and cruell enmitie

The famous name of knighthood fowly shend
;

But louely peace, and gentle amitie,

And in Amours the passing houres to spend,

The mightie martiall handsdoe most commend:
Of loue they euer greater glory bore,

Then of their arraes : Mars is Ciipidoes frend,

And is for Venus loues renowmed more,

Then all his wars and spoiles, the which he did

of yore.
^^

Therewith she sweetly smyld. They though

full bent

To proue extremities of bloudie fight,

Yet at her speach their rages gan relent.

And calme the sea of their tempestuous spight,

Such powre haue pleasing words : such is the

might
Of courteous clemencie in gentle hart.

Now after all was ceast, the Faery knight

Besought that Damzell suffer him depart,

And yield him readie passage to that other part.

37
She no lesse glad, then he desirous was

Of his departure thence ; for of her ioy

And vaine delight she saw he light did pas,

A foe of folly and immodest toy,

Still solemne sad, or still disdainfull coy,

Delighting all in armes and cruell warre,

That her sweet peace and pleasures did anno\-,

Troubled with terrour and vnquiet iarre,

That she well pleased was thence to amoue him
farre. o

3^
Tho him she brought abord, and her swift bote

forthwith directed to that further strand
;

The which on the dull wanes did lightly flote

And soone arriued on the shallow^ sand.

Where gladsome Giiyon sailed forth to land.

And to that Damzell thankes gaue for reward.

Vpon that shore he spied Alin stand,

There by his m lister left, when late he far'd

In Phcedrias flit barke oner that perlous shard.

39
Well could he him remember, sith of late

He with Pyrochlcs sharp debatcment made
;

Streight gan he him reuile, and bitter rate,

As shepheards curre, that in darke euenings

shade

Hath tracted forth some saluage beastes trade;

Vile Miscreant (said he) whither doest thou flie

Th^ shame and death, which will thee soone

iiuiade ?

What coward hand shall doe thee next to die.

That art thus foully fled from famous enemie ?

40
With that he stiffelyshooke his steelehead dart:

But sober Guyon, hearing him so raile,

Though somewhat moued in his mightie hart,

Yet with strong reason maistred passion fraile,

And passed fairely forth. He turning taile,

Backe to the strond retyrd,and there stillstayd,

Awaiting passage, which him lale did faile

;

The whiles Cymochles with that wanton mayd
The hastie heat of his auowd rcuenge delayd.

41
Whylest there the varlet Stood , hesaw from farre

An armed knight, that towards him fast ran,

He ran on foot, as if in lucklesse warre

His forlorne steed from him the victour wan
;

lie seemed breathlesse, hartlesse, faint, and
wan,

And all his armour sprinckled was with bloud,

And soyld with durtie gore, that no man can

Discerne the hew thereof. He neuer stood,

But bent his hastie coursvi towards the idle flood.

42
The varlet saw, when to the flood he came,

How without stop or stay he fiercely lept,

And deepe him selfe beducked in the same,

That in the lake his loftie crest was steept,

Ne of his safetie seemed care he kept,

But with his raging annes he rudely flasht

The waues about, and all his armour swept.

That all the bloud and filth away was washt,

Yet still he bctthe water,'and tiie billowesdasht.

43
Atin drew nigh, to weet what it mote bee

;

For much he wondred at that vncouth sight

;

Whom should he, but his owne deare Lord,

there see.

His owne deare Lord Pyrochles, in sad j^light,

Readie to drowne himselfe for fell dcspight.

Harrow now out, and well away, he crsde,

WHiat dismall day hath lent this cursed light,

To see my Lord so deadly damnifyde ?

Pyrochles, Pyrochles, what is thee betyde ?

44
I burne, I burne, I burne, then loud he cryde,

how I burne with implacable fire,

Yetnought can quench mine inly flaming sydc,

Nor sea of licour cold, nor lake of mire.

Nothing but death am doe me to respire.

Ah be it (said he) from Pyrochlcs farre

After pursewing death once to require.

Or think, that ought those puissant hands may
marre :

Death is for wretches borne vnder vnhappie

starrc.
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;rdie, then is it fit for me (said he)

rhat am, I weene, most wretched man aliue,

Burning in flames, yet no flames can I see,

^nd^Hynxg daily, daily yet reuiue :

) Alin, hcl[iG to me last death to giue.

riie varlet at his plaint was grieued so sore,

rhat his deejje wounded hart in two did riuc,

Vnd hisowne health remembring now no more.

id follow tliatensample, which he blam'd afore.

46
»to tlie lake he lept, his Lord to ayd.

So Loue the dread of daunger doth despise)

Vnd of him catdiing hold him strongly stayd

From drowning. But more happiehe, then wise

ji that seas nature did him not auise.

rhe waues thereof so slow and sluggish were,

Engrost with mud, which did them foule agrise,

rijat euery weightie thing they did vpbeare,

e ought mote euer sinke downe to the bottome
there.

47 ,
.

.

Whiles thus they strugled in that idle wane,

\ndstroueinvaine,theonehimselfetodrowne,
I'he other both from drowning for to saue,

Lo, to that shore one in an auncient gowne,
A'hosc hoarie hjcks great grauitie did crowne,

Flolding in hand a goodly arming sword,

IJy fortune came, kdwithtlielr(Hibloussowne:

^\1jeredrenchcddee|x? he found in that dull ford

h.* aircfuli scruant, stiiuing with his raging

Lord.

lim AltH spying, knew right well of yore,

f\nd loudly cald, nel|>e hel|)C, O Archima^e ;

\o s.iue my Lor<l, in wretched |)light forlorc ;

HfJiK- with th\' luind.orwilh thv rounsell sage:

VVi-ukeliands.!)ut rounst-ll ismf)sl strong in age.

Iliiu whfn the old man saw, hi- wondre<l sore,

I'o sec Pyrochlts there so rudely rage :

Vet sitlicns hel|K', he saw. he neefled more
hen pillie, he in lui'^t ap[»rorhed to the shore.

40
,n<l cald, Pyrochles, what is this, I sec ?

What hellish furie hath at earst thee henl ?

!'''irious euer I thee knew lo Ix-e,

•1 -uer in this straimge astonislnient.

flames, these (lanes (he (T\{|e) do me
toriiicnl.

Wli.it llaiiies((jU()th he) when I thee present see,

fri daunger rather lo Ik* drent, ihcn brent .-'

Harrow, the fl.unes, which me consume (said

hce)

Ic can Ik* <|uen( lit, within n»y secret bowels bcc

That cursed man, that cruell feend of hell,

Furor, oh Furor hath me thus bedi»htJ

Ilis deadly wounds within my liuers swell.

And hiswhot tire burnes in mine entrai is bright

,

Kindled throughhisinfernall brond of spight,

Sith late with him I battcil vaine w ould boste

;

That now I weene loues dreaded thunder lif:ht

Does scorchnot halfe so sore, nor damnedghoste
In flaming Phlegelon does not so fell\- roste.

51

Which when as Archimago heard, his griefe

He knew right well, and him attonce disarmd:

Then searcht his secret wounds, and made a

priefe

Of euery place, that was with brusing harmd,
Or with the hidden fire too inly warmd.
Which done, he balmes and herbes thereto

applyde.

And euermorewith mighty 5i)els themcharmd,
That in short space he has them qualifyde,

And iiim rtstor'd to health, that would haue

algates dyde.

Cant. I'll.

Guyonfiudes Mammon in a deluc.

Sunning his threasure hore :

Is by him tempted, and led downe,

To see his secret store.

I

.\s Pilot well expert in perilous wane,

That to a stedfa.sl starre his course hath bent.

When foggy mistis, or cloudy temiKsts haue

The faithfull light of that faire lami)C yblent,

And couer'd heauen with hideous dreriment,

V[H)n his card and comjuis hrmes his eye,

The maisters of his long ex|)eriment,

And to then» dix-s the sted<ly helme apply,

IJiddii g his wingdl vessell fairely forward ily :

So (htvon hauing lost his trusty guide,

I^ite left Uyoiul that Ydle lukr, pr<Kreiles

Vet on his w;i\ , of none acci)m|>;uii»le ;

And euermore liiniselfe with con>f«)rl feid«s.

Of hisowne vert ues.and prayseworthy dee« lis.

So long he yo«le, yet no aduenture found,

Wliitlifanieof her shrill tromiHt worthy rtitli-^:

For still he traueild through v\i»le wusthill

ground, (around.

That nought but <Iev rt wildernesse shew'dwil
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.

At last he came vnto a gloomy glade, [light,

Couer'dwithboLighes and shrubs fiomhcaueui

Whereas he sitting found in secret shade

An vncouth, saluage, and vnciuile wight,

Of griesly hew, and fowle ill fauour'd sight

;

His face with smoke was tand, and eyes were

bleard.

His head and beard with sout were ill bedight,

His cole-blacke hands did sccme to haue beene

seard

In smithes fire-spitting forge, and nayles like

clavves appeard.
4

His yron coate all ouergrowne with rust,

Was vnderneath enueloped with gold,

Whose glistringglossedarkned with filthy dust,

Well yet appeared, to haue beene of old

A worke of rich entayle, and curious mould,

Wouen with antickes and wild Imagery :

And in his lap a masse of coync he told,

And turned vpsidowne, to feede his eye

And couetous dt^sire with his huge threasury.

5
And round about him lay on euery side

Great heapes of gold, that neuer could be spent:

Of which some were rude owro, not purilide

Of Miilcibers deuouring element

;

Some others were new driucn, and distent

Into great Ingoes, and to wedges scjuare
;

Some in round plates withoutcn moniment

;

But most were stampt, and in their metall bare

The antique shapes of kings and kesars straunge

and rare. /-

Soone as he Guyon saw, in great affright

And hast he rose, for to remoue aside

Thos3 pretious hils from straungers cnuious

sight, [wide,

And downe them poured through an hole full

Into the hollow earth, them there to hide.

But Guyon lightly to him leaping, stayd

His hand, that trembled, as one tcrrifyde
;

Andthoughhimselfevvereatthesightdismayil,.

Yet him i)erforce restraynd, and to him doubt-
full savd.

7

WHiat art thou man, (if man at all thou art)

Tiiat here in desert hast thine habitaunce,

And these rich heapes of wealthdocsthideapart
FronUh J worlf leseye,und fron 1 her rightvsaunce?

Thereat with staring eyes fixed askaunce.

In great disdaine, he answerd ; Hardy Elfe,

That darest vew my direfuU countenaunce,
I read thee rash, and heedlesse of thy selfc.

To trouble my still seate, and heapes of [)retious

pclfe.

8

God of the world and worldlings I me call,

Great Mammon, greatest god below the skye,

That of my plenty poure out vnto all,

And vnto none my graces do enuye

:

Riches, renowme, and i)rincipalit\-,

Honour, estate, and all this worldcs good,

For which men swinck and sweat incessantly,

Fro me do fiow into an ample Hood,

And in the hollow earth haue their eternall

brood.
9

Wlierefore if me thou deigne to serue and sew,

At thy commaund lo all these mountaines bee

;

Or if to thy great mind, or greedy vew
All these may not suffise, there shall to thee

Ten timessonmchbenumbredfranckeand free.

i1/a;«/no«(saidhe)thygodheades vaunt is vainc.

And idle offers of thy golden fee ;

To them, that couet such eye-glutting gaine,

Proffer thygiftes,andfitterseruauntsentertaine.

lO

Me ill besits, that in der-doing armcs,

And honours suit my vowed dayes do spend,

Vntothy bounteousbay te-^,ind pleasing charn:e5,

Withw hichweakemen thou witchestjtoattend:

Regard of worldly mucke doth fowly blend,

And low abase the high heroicke spright,

That ioyes for crownes and kingdon.es to con-

tend
;

[delight •

Faire shields, gay stcedes, bright armcs be my
Those be the riches fit for an aducnt'rous knight.

11

Vaine glorious Elfe (said he)docst not thou wcet,

That money can thy wantes at will su]ij)ly ?

Sheilds, steeds, and amies, and all things for

thee meet
It can puruay in twinckling of an eye

;

And crownes and kingdomes to thee multiply.

Do not I kings create, and throw the crowne

Sometimes to him, that low in dust doth ly ?

And him that raignd, into his rowme thri.st

downe.
And whom I lust, do heape with glory and

renowne ?
12

All otherwise (said he) I riches read,

And deemc them roote of all distjuictncsse ;

First got with guile, and then i-)reseru'd with

dread.

And after spent with pride and lauishncsse,

Leaning behind them griefe and heauincsse.

Infinite mischiefes of them do arize,

Strife, and debate, bloudshed, and bitternesse,

Outrageous wrong, and hellish couetize,

That noble heart as great dishonour dcth despize.

i
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^3

e thine be kingdomes, ne the scepters thine ;

LJut real. lies and rulers thou doest both con-

found,

\nd loyall truth to treason doest incline
;

iVitnesse the guiltlesse bloud pourd oft on
ground,

rhe crowned often slaine, the slayer cround,

rhe sacred Diademe in peeccs rent,

^nd purple robe gored with many a wound ;

!}astles surprizd, great cities sackt and brent

:

) inak'st thou kings, and gaynest wrongfuU
gouernement.

ingwereto tell the troublousstormes,thattosse

rhe priuate state, and make the life vnsweet:
rVho swelling sayles inCas[)ian sea doth crosse,

^nd in frayle wood on Adrian gulfe doth fleet,

>jth not, I weeiie, so many euils meet,
rhen Mammon wexing wroth. And why then,

said,

Vre mortal 1 men so fond and vndiscreet,

k) euill thing to sceke vnto their ayd,
[id h.iuing not complainc, and hauing it

vpbraid ?

ideede (quotl 1 he) througl 1 fow le intcin|)erauncc,

"'rayle men are oft aiptiu'd to couctise :

iut would they thinke, with how small
allowauncc

/ntroublcd Nature doth her sclfc suflise,

)uch su[)crfluilics they would dcs|)ise,

V'hirh with sad aires einpeach our natiueioyes:
U the Well head the purest streames arise:

iut mucky tilth his braunchingariiiesannoycs,
nd with vncorncly wcedes the gentle wane
accloyes.

ic antique world, in his first flowring youth,

'ound un <lefect in his Creatours grace,

Jut with glad thankcs, and vnrcprouetl truth,

lie gifts of soueraignc lx)unlie did embrace :

-ike Angels life was then mens happv cace
;

tut later iijes pri'le, like corn-fed steed,

Unisd her |ilenty, and fat swolne encreace
'(> all lie.Mtious lust, and gan exceed (need.

IC measure of her meane, and naturall first

nirsed hand the quiet wombe
' ir.iiidinolherwillisteele to wound,

^ji<l ill.' hid treasuri-s in her sacred toiiiln',

Vith S K rilcfl^'e to dig. Therein he found
outit.lines of g«tld and silui r to alH»un<l,

)f wliiih the matter of his hu^^e desire

U>d|K».r.(»ouspridecfts<M)neshedidcom|)oun(l;
'' ' m tlirou^;h his veines inspire

, in lkin<lleil life (leuouriii!; lire.

Sonne (said he then) let be thy bitter scorne,
And leaue the rudenesse of that antique age
To them, that liu'd therein in state forlorne

;

Thou that doest Hue in later times, must wage
Thy workes for wealth,and life for gold engage.
If then thee list my oflred grace to vse,

Take what thou please of all this surplusage
;

If thee list not, leaue haue thou to refuse :

But thing refused, do not afterward accuse.

Me list not (said the Elfin knight) receaue
Thing offrcd, till I know it well be got,

Ne wote I, but thou didst these goods bereaue
From rightfuil owner by vnrightcous lot.

Or that bloud guiltinesse or guile them blot.

Perdy (quoth he) yet neuer eye did vew,
Ne toung did tell, ne hand tlusc handled not,

But safe I haue them kept in secret mew,
From heauens sight, and powre of all which

them pursew.

Wiiat secret place (quoth he) can safely hold
So huge a masse, and hide from heauens eye ?

Or wherel.ast thou thy wonne, that so n.uch gold
Thou canst preserue from w rong and robbery.''

Come thou ((juoth he) and see. So by and by
Through that ihicke couert he him led, and

found
A darkesome way, w Inch no man could descrv.

That dee|>e descended through the hollow

ground.

And was with dread and horrour compassed
around.

21

At lenj^th they cnme into a larger space,

That slretcht it selfe into an ample plainc,

Throuj^h which a beaten broad high way did
trace,

That streight did lead to Plutoes griesly raine :

H> that wayes side, there s;ite infernall I'ayne,

And fast l)esidc him s;it tiuniiltuous .Strife :

The one in hand an vron whip diil straine,

The other brandished a bloudv knife.

And Uilh did j^nash their teeth, and l)Oth did
threaten life.

22

On ihother side in one consort there s;»te,

(ruell keuenge. and raiKorous Di'vpij.-ht

,

l)is|o\all Treason, and hart hurnin^^ llate»

Hut ^^nawin^^ Ciealosje <iiit of their si^^ht

Si^tin^,' alone, his |)itt( r lij s did bight,

An«i trembling I'Vare still to and fro did fly.

Ami found no place, where s;ife he sluiuid huu
ini(;ht,

I-ameiiting Sorrow did in darknesse lye,

And Shame his vgly face dulhiile from lining eye
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23

And ouer them sad Ilorrour with grim hew,

Did alwayes sore, beating his yron wings
;

And after him Owlcs and Night-rauens flew,.

The hateful! messengers of heauy things,

Of death and dolour telling sad tidings
;

Whiles sad Ccleno, sitting on a clift,

A song of bale and bitter sorrow sings,

That hart of flint a sunder could haue rift

:

Which hauing ended, after him she flyeth swift.

24
All these before the gates of PliUo lay,

By whom they passing, spake vnto them
nought.

But th'Elfin knight with wonder all the way
Did feed his eyes, and flld his inner thought.

At last him to a litle dore he brought,

That to the gate of Hell, which gaped wide,

Was next adioyning, ne them parted ought

:

Betwixt them both was but a litle stride.

That did the house of Richesse from hell-mouth

diuide.

Before the dore sat selfe-consuming Care,

Day and night keeping wary watch and ward.

For feare least Force or Fraud should vnaware
Breake in ,and spoile the treasure there in gard

:

Ne would he suffer Sleepe once thither-ward

Approch, albe his drowsie den were next

;

For next to death is Sleepe to be compard

:

Therefore his house is vnto his annext

;

Here Sleep, there Richesse, and Hel-gate them
both betwext.

26

So soone as Mammon there arriu'd, the dore

To him did open, and affoorded way ;

Him followed eke Sir Guyon euermore,

Ne darkenesse him, ne daunger might dismay.

Soone as he entred was, the dore streight way
Did shut, and from behind it forth there lept

An vgly feend, more fowle then dismall day,

The which with monstrous stalke behind him
stept,

And euer as he went, dew watch vpon him kept.

Well hoped he, ere long that hardy guest.

If euer couetous hand, or lustfull eye.

Or lips he layd on thing, that likt him best.

Or euer sleepe his eye-strings did vntye.

Should be his pray. And therefore still on hye
He ouer him did hold his cruell clawc§,

Thrcatning with greedy gripe to uo him dye
And rend in pecces with his rauenous pawcs,

If euer he transgrest the fatall Stygian lawcs.

28 .

That houses forme within was rude and strong,

Like an huge caue, hewne out of rocky clift.

From whose rough vaut the ragged breaches

hong,

Embost with massy gold of glorious gift,

And with rich metall loaded euery rift.

That heauy ruine they did seeme to threat

;

And ouer them Arachne high did lift

Her cunning web, and spred her subtile net.

Enwrapped in fowle smoke and clouds more
blacke then let.

29
Both roofe, and floore, and wals were all of gold.

But ouergrowne with dust and old decay.

And hid in darkenesse, that none could behold

The hew thereof : for vew of chearefuU day
Did neuer in that house it selfe display,

But a faint shadow of vncertain light

;

Such as a lamp, whose life does fade away :

Oras the Moone cloathed with clowdy night,

Does shew to him, that walkes in feare and sad

affright.f 30
In all that rowme was nothing to be scene.

But huge great yron chests and coffers strong,

All bard with double bends, that none could

weene
Them to efforce by violence or wrong

;

On euery side they placed were along.

But all the ground with sculs was scattered,

And dead mens bones, which round about were
flong.

Whose Hues, it seemed, whilome there were

shed.

And their vile carcases now left vnburied.

They forward passe, ne Guyon yet spoke word.

Till that they came vnto an yron dore.

Which to them opened of his owne accord.

And shewd of richesse such exceeding store,

As eye of man did neuer see before
;

Ne euer could within one place be found,

Though all the wealth, which is, or was of yore,

Could gathered be through all the world around

,

And that aboue were added to that vnder

ground.^
32

The charge thereof vnto a couetous Spright

Commaundcd was, who thereby did attend,

And warily awaited day and night.

From other couetous feends it to defend,

Who it to rob and ransacke did intend.

Then Mammon turning to that warriour, said ;

Loe here the worldes blis, loe here the end,

To which all men do ayme, rich to be made

:

Such grace now to be happy, is before thee laid.

!

I
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!ertes (said he) I n'ill thine offred grace,

Ne to be made so happy do intend : .

Another blis before mine eyes I place,

Another happinesse, another end.

To them, that Hst, these base regardes I lend:

But I in armes, and in atchieuements braue.

Do rather choose my Hitting houres to spend,

And to be Lord of those, that riches haue,

'hen them to haue my selfe, and be their seruile

sclaue.

34
Tiereat the feend his gnashing teeth did grate,

And grieu'd, so long to lacke his greedy pray;

For well he weened, that so glorious ba\te
Would tempt his guest, to take thereof assay:

HaH he so doen, he had him snatcht away,
light then Culuer in the Faulcons fist,

.all God thee saue from such decay.

But whenas Manmion saw his purpose mist,

lim to entrap vnwares another way he wist.

35
hence forward he him led, and shortly brought
I'nto another rowme, whose dore forthright,

Fo him did ojxjn, as it had beene taught

:

rherein an hundred raungcs wcrcn pight,

\nd hundretl ftjrnaces all burning bright

;

liy eucry fornuce many feends did bide,

Deformed creatures, horribl-j in sight,

\nd euery feend his busi-j paines ai)plidc,

melt the golden me^ll, ready to be tride.

^^'
I

ne with great bcllowcs gathered filling aire,
;

Vn<l with forst wind the fcwcll di<l inllanic
;

Vnotlicr did the dying bronds repaire

Vith yron toungs, and sprinckletl oft the same
Vitli li(|uid wanes, fiers Vulcnns rage to t'lmc,

Yho maistring them, renewd his former heat;
»omc sound the drossc, that from the metall
Gime ;

>oinc stird the molten owre with ladles great

;

nd cuery one did swincke, and euery one did
sweat.

nt when as earthly wij,'ht ihev present sjiw,

nv, in arnu's :iinl battaili)us arav,

their whot worke ihty did thcmselues
witiulr.ivv

r.i v..,,r»dcr at the si^,'ht : f(»r till that dav,
I icucr creature siiw, that canjc that way

.

u- .1 staring (•v<'ss[)ar(kliii^ with fcrucnt lire,

Ind vj^ly sli.i|M-s did u\^\\ iji,- man disinav,
riuit Wire it not for shanic. Ii • W(»uld n-tirf,

II tlut him thus Ix-spakc iheif boueraigne
I^)rd and sire.

38
Behold, thou Faeries sonne, with mortall e\e,

That huing eye before did r.euer see :

The thing, that thou didst craue so earnestly,

Toweet,whenceall thewealth lateshewdbymee,
' Proceeded, lo now is reueald to thee.
' Here is the fountaine of tlie worldes good :

Now therefore, if thou wilt enriched bee.

Auise thee well, and chaunge thy wilfull mood,
Least thou perhaps hereafter wish, and be

witlistood.
39

Suffisc it then, thou Money God (quoth hee)
That all thine idle offers I refuse.

All that I need I haue : what needeth mee
To couet more, then I haue cause to vse ?

With such vaine shcwes thy worldlings vile

abuse

:

But giue me leaue to follow mine emprise.

.1/(zm?wwwasmuchdisplcasd.yetno'tehcchuse,
But beare the rigour of his bold mesprise,
And thence him forward led, him furtlier to

entisc.
40

He brought him dirough a darksome narrow
strait.

To a broad gate, all built of beaten gold :

The gate was open, but therein did wait
A sturdy villein, striding sliffe and bold,
As if tiiat highest God dcfie he would

;

In his ri^ht hand an yron club he held.

But he himsclfe was all of golden moulil,

\Vt had bothlife and sence.and well could weld
Tluit cursed weapon, when his crutll foes he

queld.

Disdaytte he called was, and did disdaine
To be so cUd, and who so did him call

:

Sli-rne was his l<K)ke.an<l full of Stomacke vaine.
His j)ortaunce terrible, and stature tall.

Far passinj^ th'hij^ht of men ternstriall

;

Like an hu^i- Gyant of the TiUms raa*,

That made him scorne all creatures great and
small.

And with his |)ride all others |x)wrc defaix'

:

More fit amongst blacke (iendes, then nun U^

haue his place.
42

S(K>ne as those ^^litterand armes he did es|)VC.

Tlut with their brij^htnesse made that dark-
nesse light.

His harmefull dub he |.'an to hurtle hve,
.\nd threaten batleill to the Faery knight ;

Who likewise j^an hiinselfe to Uitteill di^^ht.

Till Mimnum did his hastv h.md wilhhoUi,
And eounseld hnn.ibst.uin- fiotn|H'rilousfij»hl:

For nothing might aUish the villein Ih)I<I,

Ne mortall Steele cmj)cri'chis miscreated mould.
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.

So hauing him with reiison pacifide,

And the fiers Carle cominaundiag to forbeare.

He brought him in. The rowme was large and
wide.

As it some Gyeld or solemne Temple weare :

Many great golden pillours did vpbeare

The massy roofe, and riches huge sustayne,

And euery pillour decked was full deare

With crownes and Diademes, and titles vaine,

Which mortall Princes wore, whiles they on earth

did rayne.

A route of people there assembled were,

Of euery sort and nation vnder skye,

Which with great vprore preaced to draw nere

To th'vpper part, where was aduaunced hye
A stately siege of soueraigne maiestye

;

And thereon sat a woman gorgeous gay.

And richly clad in robes of royaltye,

That neuer earthly Prince in such aray

His glory did enhaunce, and pompous pride

display.
^^

Her face right wondrous faire did sceme to bee,

That her broad beauties beam great brightnes

threw [see

:

Through the dim shade, that all men might it

Yet was not that same her owne natiue hew.

But wrought by art and counterfetted shew.

Thereby more loners vnto her to call

;

Nath'lesse most heauenly faire in deed and vevv

She by creation was, till she did fall

;

Thenceforth she sought for helps, to cloke her

crime withall. ^
. .

46
There, as in glistring glory she did sit,

She held a great gold chaine ylincked well.

Whose vpi)er end to highest heauen was knit.

And lower jjart did reach to lowest Hell

;

And all that preace did round about her swell,

To catchen hold of that long chaine, thereby

To clime aloft, and others to excell

:

That was Anibilion, rash desire to sty.

And euery lincke thereof a step of dignity.

47
Some thought to raise themselues to high degree,

By riches and vnrighteous reward.

Some by close shouldring, some by flatteree
;

Others through friends, others for base regard

;

y\nd all by wrong waves for themselues i:)repard.

Those that were v]) themselues, kept others low,

Tho,e tliat were low themselues, held others

hard,

Ne suffred them to rise or greater grow.
But euery one did striue his fellow downe to

throw.

48
Which whenas Guyon saw, he gan inquire,

What meant that preace about that Ladies
throne.

And what she was that did so high aspire.

Him Mammon answered ; That goodly one.

Whom all that folke with such contention,

Do ffocke about, my deare, my daughter is
;

Honour and dignitie from her alone

Deriued are, and all this worldes blis

For which ye men do striue : few get, but many
mis.

49
And faire Philolime she rightly hight.

The fairest wight that wonneth vnder skye,

But that this darksome neather world her liglit

Doth dim with horrour and deformitie.

Worthy of heauen and hye felicitie.

From whence the gods haue her for enuy thrust

:

But sith thou hast found fauour in mine eye,

Thy spouse I will her make, if that thou lust.

That she may thee aduance for workes and
merites iust.

Gramercy Mammon (said the gentle knight)

For so great grace and offred high estate
;

But I, that am fraile flesh and earthly wight,

Vnworthy match for such immortall mate
My selfe well wote, and mine vncquall fate ;

And were I not, yet is my trouth yplight.

And loue auov/d to other Lady late.

That to remoue the same I haue no might

:

To chaunge loue causelesse is reproch to warlike

knight.

51

Mammon emnioued was with inward wrath ;

Yet forcing it to faine, him forth thence led

Through gricsly shadowes by a beaten path.

Into a gardin goodly garnished

With hearbs and fruits, whose kinds mote not

be red

:

Not such, as earth out of her fruitfull woomb
Throwes forth to men, sweet and well sauourcd,

But direfulldcadlvblackc both Icafe and bloom, |

Fit to adorne the dead, and decke the drery f

toombe.

There mournfull Cyprcsse grew in greatest store.

And trees of bitter Gall, and Hcben sad.

Dead slee[iing Poppy, and blacke Hellebore,

Cold Coloqiiinlida, and Telra mad,
Mortall Sam)iilis, and Cicuta bad,

W^ith which th'vniust Alheniens made to dy
Wise Socrates, who thereof quafilng glad

Pourd out his life, and last Philosoj)hy

To the faire Crilias his dearest Belamy.
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53
le Gardin of Proserpina this hight

;

Lnd in the midst thereof a siluer seatj

Vith a thicke Arber goodly ouer dight,

n which she often vsd from open heat

ler selfe to shroud, and pleasures to entreat,

s'ext thereunto did grow a goodly tree,

Vith braunches broad dispred and body great,

llothed with leaues, that none the wood mott see

id loaden all with fruit as thicke as it might

leir fruit were golden apples glistring bright,

liat goodly was their glory to behold,

)n earth like ncuer grew, ne lining wight

^ike euer saw, but they from hence were sold ;

'or those, which Hercules with conquest bold

lot from great Alias daughters, hence began,

Indplanted there,did bring forthfruitof gold:

ind those with which \.\\ Eubccan young man
wan

krift Alalanla, when through craft he her out

ran.

ere also sprong that goodly golden fruit,

Vith which Aconliiis got his loucr trew,

VliOin he had long time sought w ith fruitlesse

suit:

lere eke that famous golden Apple grew,

lie which emongst the gods false Ale threw
;

''or which i\\ Ido-an Ladies flisagrecd,

'ill partiall Paris deii.pt it Venus dew,
Lnd had of her, faire Helen for his meed,
lat many noble Greekes and Troians made to

bleed.

ic warlike Elfe much wondred at this tree,

ofaircanl great, that shadowed alltheground,
Ind his broad braunches, laden with rich fee.

)iilstrctrhth(.inscliKs without t he vtinost bound
)f this great gardin, compast w ilh a mound,
Vhichf uerhanging.thL-ythiinsi lues did steepe,

n a blacke I1o(h1 wljich tlow'd alxjut it round
;

luit is the riuer of ('ocylus decpe,

I which full many seniles do likIK ',sf waile and
weqie.

hii-h to bchf.M, he domb vp to ihi- banke,
^iidi(x)king<l()wnc,s;iw marivdaiiiiKd wights,

n tli()s<-s;id wanes. whi( lull refiilhkadlvstanke,

'longifl cKnlinually of cruell S|)rights,

liat with their pitteous cryes, and yelling

nhrights,

rhcv made the further shore rtsoimdcn wide:
I Ik" rest of tlxtse sa ne rut-full sights.

1 r-rcalurc he by chaunce cspide,

tul dfi uclied lay full dcepe, vnder the (larden

side.

Deepe was he drenched to the vpmost chin,

Yet gaped still, as coueting to drinke

Of the cold liquor, which he waded in.

And stretching forth his hand, did often thinke

To reach the fruit, which grew vponthebrincke:
But both the fruit from liand, and floud from
mouth

Did riie abacke,and made him vainely swinke:
The whiles he steru'd with hunger and with

drouth

He daily dyde, yet neuer throughly dyen couth.

.
59

The knight him seeing labour so in vaine,

Askt w ho he was, and what he ment thereby :

Who groning deepe, th.us answerd him againe

:

Most cursed of all creatures vnder skye,

Lo Tantalus, I here torn:ented lye :

Of w horn high loue wont w hylome feasted bee,

Lo here I now for want of food doe dye :

But if that thou be such, as I thee see.

Of grace I pray thee, giue to eat and drinke to

mee. ^60

Nay, nay, thou greedie Tantalus (quoth he)

Abide the fortune of thy present fate,

And vnto all that Hue in high degree,

Ensample be of mind inteuii^eratc.

To teach them how to vse their jiresent state.

Then gan the cursed wretch aloud to cry,

Accusing highest loue and gods ii grate.

And eke blaspheming heauen bitterly.

As authour of vniuslice, there to let him dye.

61

lie lookt a little furtl^er, and cspyde
Another wretch, whose carkasse deepe was

drent

Within the riuir. which the same did hyde

:

But !x)lh his hands most lilthy feculent,

Alx)ue the water were on high extent,

And faynd to wash iheinsilues imxssantly
;

\'et nothing cleaner were for such inttnl,

But rather fowler seemed to the eye ;

So lost his labour vaine and idle ii.dustr>'.

(2

The kiiighl him callir.g. asked who he was,

Who litling vp his luad, him answerd thus:

I Ptlate am the falsest ludge, alas,

And most vniust, that by vnrighleous

And wicked d(K)me, to lewis despitious

lKliuire<l V|> the Lord of life lo die,

AikI <li<l ao|uite a murdrer felonous ;

The wliiles my hands 1 washt in purilie,

The whiles my soule was soyld with foule

iniquilic.

K ^
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63

Lilinite moe, tormented in like paine

He there beheld, too long here to be told

:

'SeMamnion would there let him long rcmaine,

For terrour of the tortures manifold.

In which the damned soules he did behold.

But roughlyhimbespake. ThoufearefuU foole,

Whv takest not of that same fruit of gold,

Ne sittest downe on that same silucr stoole,

To rest thy wearie person, in the shadow coole.

64
All which he did, to doe him deadly fall

In fra\-le intemperance tlirough sinful! bayt

;

To which if he inclined had at all,

That dreadfull feend, wliich did behind him
wayt.

Wouldhimhaue rent in thousand peeces strayt

:

But he was warie wise in all his way,

And well perceiued his deceiptfull sleight,

Ne suffred lust his safetie to betray
;

So goodly did beguile the Guyler of the pray.

65

And now he has so long remained there,

That \itall powres gan wexe botli weake and

wan,
Forwant offood,andsleepe,whichtwovpbeare,

Like mightie pillours, this fraile life of man.

That none without the same enduren can.

For now three dayes of men were full out-

wrought,

Since he this hardie enterpriz.e began :'

For th)' great Manwion fairely he besought,

Into the world to guide him backe, as he him
brought.

66

The God', though loth,yetwas constraind t'obay

,

For lenger time, then that, no liuing wight

Below tlie earth, might suffred be to stay :

So backe againe, him brought to liuing light.

But all so soone as his enfeebled spright

Gan sucke this vitall aire into his brest,

As ouercome with too exceeding might.

The life did flit away out of her nest.

And all his senses were with deadly lit opprest.

Cant nil.

Sir Guyon laid in su'owne is by

Aerates sonnes despoyld,

Whom Arthur soone hath reskcived

And Paynim brethren Joyld.

I

And is there care in heauen ? and is there loue

In heauenly sj^irits to these creatures bace,

That may compassion of their euils moue ?

There i s : elsemuchmorewretchedwere the cace
Of men, then beasts. ButO th'exceeding grace

Of highest God, that loues his creatures so.

And all his workes with mercy doth embrace,

That blessed Angels, he sends to and fro,

To serue to wicked man, to serue his wicked foe.

How oft do they, their siluer bowers leaue,

To come to succour vs, that succour want ?

How oft do they with golden pineons, cleaue

The flitting skyes, like flying Pursuiuant,

Against foule feends to aide vs millitant ?

They for vs fight, they watch and dewly ward,

And their bright Squadrons round about vs

plant,

And all for loue, and nothing for reward :

why should heauenly God to n^.en haue such

regard ?

3
During the while, that Guyon did abide

In Mamnionshouse,the Palmer,whom whyleare
That wanton Mayd of passage had denide,

By further searchhad passage found elsewhere,

And being on his way, approched ncare,

Where Guyon lay in traunce, when suddenly

He heard a voice, that called loud and cleare,

Come hither, come hither, come hastily
;

That all the fields resounded with the ruefull cr}-.

The Palmer lent his earc vnto the noyce.

To weet, w^ho called so iniportunely :

Againe he heard a more efforced vo\'ce,

That bad him come in haste. He by and by
His feeble feet directed to the cry

;

Which to that shadie delue him brought at last,

Where .l/fl?;z»w;/ carst did sunne his threasury

:

There the gooil Guyon he found slumbring fast

In senselesse dreame ; which sight at first him
sore atrhast.
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eside his head there sate a faire young man,
|

Df wondrous beautie, and of freshest yeares,
j

tVhose tender bud to blossome new began,

\nd flourish faire aboue his equall peares
;

His snowy front curled with golden heares,

Like Phoebus face adornd with sunny rayes,

Diuinely shone, and two sharpe winged sheares,

Decked with diuerse plumes, like painted layes,

^ere fixed at his backe, to cut his ayerie wayes.

ike as Citpido on Idaan hill,

kVhen hauing laid his cruell bow away,

\nd mortall arrowes, wherewith he doth fill

Fhe world with murdrous spoiles and bloudic

pray,

kVith his faire mother he him dights to play,

\nd with his goodly sisters, Graces three
;

Fhe Goddesse (^leased with his wanton play,

suffers her selfe through sleepe beguild to bee,

he whiles the other Ladies mind their merry
glee.

7

fhom when the Palmer saw, abasht he was
Fhrough fear and wonder, that he nought
could say,

Fill him the child bcs|)oke, Long lackt, alas,

flaflj bene thy faithfull aide in hard assay,

s deadly fit thy pu|)ill doth dismay ;

(1 this heauie sight, thou reuercnd Sire,

liut dread of death and dolour doe away
;

For life ere long shall to her home retire,

nd he that brcathlcssc scemes,shal corage bold

respire.

8
he charge, which God doth vnto me arret,

Jf his deare safctie, I to thee commend ;

^ot will I not forgoe, ne yet forget

Fhe aire thereof my selfe viilo llie end,
liui cuermore him succour, and defend
\gainst his foe and mine : watch thou I pray ;

For eiiill is at hand him to ofleiid.

X) hauing s;iid, efts(X)Mes he gan display
is painted nimble wings, uud vanisht (|uite

away.

9
he I'almer seeing his left empty plicc.

\'. ! his slow eyes U-guiK*! ol their si^^ht,

sore aflraid, and standing still a space,
.. 1 after iiim, jus fowie escapl bv llight

;

^t I.Lst him turning to his charge iHhight.
A'ith trembling hand hist rouble*

1 1 )ulseg.uilrv;

WluTv finding life not yet dishxlged <iMighl,

lie nuK h rei(»yst, and ( oiird it teiiderlv,

.schi«ken newly halcht, from <lre.uleil destiny.

At last he spide, where towards him did pace

Two Paynim knights,all armd as bright as skie,

And them beside an aged Sire did trace,

And farre before a light-foot Page did flie.

That breathed strife and troublous enmitie
;

Those were the two sonnes of Aerates old,

Who meeting earst with Archiniago slie,

Foreby that idle strond, of him were told,

That he, which earst them combatted, was
Guyon bold.

II

Which to auenge on him they dearely vowd,
Where euer that on ground they n ote him fynd

;

False Archiniage prouokt their courage prowd.
And stryfuU Atin in their stubborne mynd
Coles of contention and whot vengeance tynd.

Now bene they come, whereas the Palir.er sate,

Kec[)ing that slombrcd corse to him assynd
;

Well knew they both his person, sith of late

With him in bloudie amies they rashly did

debate.

12

Whom when Pyrochles saw, inflam'd with rage,

That sire he foule bespake, Thou dotard vile,

Tliat with thy brutencssesl.endst thy ccmelyagc,

Abaiidone soone, I read, the caitiue spoile

Of that same outcast carkassc, that erewhile

Made it selfe famous througii false trechery,

Anderown(lhis( oward crest with knightlystile;

Loe v.here he now inglorious doth lye,

To prone he lined ill, that did thus foully dye.

13

To whom the Palmer fearelesse answered
;

Certcs,Sir knight. ye bene too much to blame.

Thus for to blot the honour of the dead,

And with foule cowardi/.e his caikassc shame.
Whose lining hands immortalizd his name.
Vile is the vengeance on the iishes cold,

And cnuie base, to barke at sleeping fame :

Was neiier wiglit. that treason of him told ;

Vour selfe his prowessc i)rou'd and found him
fiers and bold.

If

Then said Cyviodilcs ; Palmer, thou doest dote.

Ne canst of prowesse. neof knightluuKl deeme,
.Saue as thou scest or hearst. Hut well 1 wote.

That of his puissimce tryall made extnrnie ;

Yet gold all is not, that doth golden seciuc,

Neallgoo<l knights, that shake well spoareand
shield:

The worth of all men by their en«l cstcane.
And then due jiraise, or i\uc rejircnh tluiu

yield; Ion field .

Had therefore I him dctnie, that thus lies dead
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15

Good or bad (gan his brother fierce reply)

What doe I recke, sith that he dyde entire ?

Or what doth his bad death now satisfy

The fjreedy hunger of reuenging ire,

Sith wrathfuUhand wrought not herownedesire?

Yet since no way is left to wreake my spight,

I will him reaue of armes, the victors hire,

And of that shield,more worthy ofgood knight

;

For why should a dead dog be deckt in armour
bright ?

16

Faire Sir, said then the Palmer suppliaunt,

For knighthoods loue, do not so foule a deed,

Ne blame your honour with so shamcfuU vaunt

Of vile reuenge. To spoile the dead of weed
Is sacrilege, and doth all sinnes exceed

;

But leaue these relicks of his lining might,

To decke his herce, and trap his tomb-blacke

steed. [dight,

What herce or steed (said he) should he haue

But be entoxibcd in the rauen or the kight ?

^7

With that, rude hand vpon his shield he laid,

And th'other brother gan his helme vnlace.

Both fiercely bent to haue him disaraid
;

Till thatthcyspide,wheretowardstheindid pace

An armed knight, of bold and bounteous grace,

Whose squire bore after him an heben launce,

And couerd shield. Well kendhim so farre space
Th'enchaunter by his armes and amenaunqg,

When vnder him he saw his Lvbian steed to

prauncc.

18

And to those brethren said, Rise rise by hue.

And vnto battel 1 doe your selues addresse
;

For yonder comes the prowest knight aliue.

Prince Arthur, fiowre of grace and nobilesse.

That hath to Paynim knights wrought great

distresse.

And thousand Sar'zins foully donne to dye.

That word so deepedid in their harts impresse,

That both cftsoones vpstarted furiously.

And gan thcmselues prepare to battell greedily.

19
But fierce Pyrochles, lacking his owne sword.
The want thereof now greatly gan to plaine.

And Archimage besought, him that afford.

Which he had brought for Bra?^::,adocchio vaine.

So would I (said th'enchaunter) glad and faiiie

Beteeme to you this sword, you to defend,
Or ought t lilt clseyourlionourmight maintainc.
But that this weajwns powre I well haue kend.

To be contrarie to the worke, which ye intend.

20

For that same knights ownesword thisisof yore,

Which Merliti made by his almightie art

Forlhathisnoursling.whenlieknighthoodswore,

Therewith to doen his foes eternall smart.

The metall first he mixt with Medarccart,

Thatnoenchauntmentfromhisdintmightsaue;
Then it in flames of Aclna wrought apart.

And seuen times dipped in the bitter waue
Of hellish Styx, which hidden vertue to it gaue.

21

The vertue is, that neither Steele, nor stone

The Stroke thereof from entrance may defend ;

Ne euer may be vsed by his fone,

Ne forst his rightful! owner to offend,

Ne euer will it breake, ne euer bend.

Wherefore Morddure it rightfully is bight.

In vaine therefore, Pyrochles, should I lend

The same to thee, against his lord to fight,

For sure it would deceiue thy labour, and thy

might.

22

Foolish old man, said then the Pagan wroth,

That weenest words or charmes may force

withstond :

Sooneshal t thou see ,and then beleeue for troth,

That I can carue with this inchaunted brond

HisLordsownc flesh. Therewithoutofliishond

That vertuous Steele he rudely snatcht away,

And Giiyons shield about his wrest he bond
;

So readie dight, fierce battaile to assay.

And matchhis brother proud in battailous array

.

23
By this that straunger knight in presence came,
And goodly salued them ; who nought againe

Ilim answered, as courtesie became,
Butwithsternclookes,andstomacliousdisdainc,

Gaucsignescfgrudgeanddiscontcntmentvaine:
Then turning to the Palmer, he gan spy
Where at his feete, with sorrowfull dcmaine
And deadly hew, an armed corse did lye,

In whose dead face he red great magnanimity.

Said he then to the Palmer, Reucrend syre,

Whatgrcatmisfortunehathbetidd this knight?

Or did his life her fatall date expyrc.

Or did he fall by treason, or by fight ?

How euer, sure I rew his pitteous i~>light.

Not one, nor other, (said the Palmer graue)

Hath him bcfalne, but cloudcs of deadly night

A while his heauie cylids couer'd haue.

And all his senses drowned in deepe senselesse

waue.
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hich, those his cruell foes, that stand hereby,

laking aduantage, to reuenge their spight,

Vould him disarme, and trcatcn shamefully,

/^nworthy vsage of redoubted knight.

Jut you, faire Sir, whose honorable sight

)oth promise hope of helpe, and timely grace,

lote I beseech to succour his sad plight,

^nd by your ixjwre protect his feeble cace.

rst i^raise of knighthood is, foule outrage to

deface.

25

timer, (said he) no knight so rude, I wcene,

is to doen outrage to a sleeping ghost

:

Je was there euer noble courage scene,

'hat in aduauntage would his puissance bost:

lonour is least, where oddes appearcth most,

lay be, that better reason will assuage

'he rash reuengers heat. Words well disj^ost

laue secret ix)\vre, t'appease inllanicd rage :

not, leaue vnto me thy knights last patronage.

10 turning to those brethren, thus bespoke,

''e warlike payre, whose valorous great mij^lit

t seemes,iust\vronnstovengeanced()ejjrouoke,

'o wreake your wrath on this dead seeming
knight,

lote ought allay the storme of your despight,

ind settle patience in so furious heat ?

<ot to debate the chalenge of your ri^'ht.

Jut for this carkasse pardon I entreat,

hom fortune hath alrcadie laid in lowest seat.

28

) wh(jm Cymochks said ; For what art thou,

'hat inak'stthyselfe his dayes-man, to prolong

'he vengeance prist? Or who shall kt me now,
)n this vile Ixxlie from to wreake my wrong,
iU(\ make his carkasse as the outcast dt^ng ?

Vhy should not that dead rarrion s;itisfie

lie guik, which if lie lined had thus long,

lis life for due n-uen^e should deare abie ?

!'• trr.|);LSse still doth liue,allH; the person die.

^tlien s lid the l'riri(e) the euill dotine

ot. \s hen breath the Ikm lie lirsl doth leaue.

Uil from tliej^randsyrelothe Nephewes Sonne,
kfid all his seed the curse doth often cltaue,

'ill vengeance vllerly the guilt Ureauc :

N) streiglitly do I <'otli iu<!ge. iUit ^;cnt!e

kiii^'lit,

liat (loth against the dead his hand V|)reare,

lis honour staines \s ith rancour and d( spij^lit,

ul i^reat (lis|>ara^jnHnl makes to his former
mij;lil.

I
30

' Pyrochles gan reply the second time,

And to him said, Now felon sure I read,

How that thou art partaker of his crime :

Therefore by Termagaunt thou slialt be dead.

With that his hand, more sad then Icmpof lead,

Vplifting high, he ^^ ecned with jMorddurCf

His owne good sword Morddure, to cleaue his

head.

The faithfull Steele such treason no'uld endure,

But swaruing from the marke, his Lords life did

assure.

Yet was the force so furious and so fell,

That horse and man it made to reele aside
;

Nath'lcsse the Prince would not forsake his sell:

For well of yore he learned had to ride,

But full of anger fiercely to him cride
;

False traitour miscreant, tliou broken hast

The law of armes, to strike foe vndelide.

But thou thy treasons fruit, I hope, shalt taste

Right sowre, and feele the law, the which thou

hast defast.
32

With that his balefull speare he fiercely bent

Against the I'agansbrcst.and therewith thought

His cursed life out of her lodge haue rent

:

But ere the point arriutd, where it ought.

That seuen-fold shield, which he from Gityoti

brought

He aist betwene to ward the bitter stound :

Through all those foldcs the steelehcad j;i\ssage

wrought [ground

And through his shouldtr pierst ; wherwith to

He groueling fell.all gored in his gushing wound.

33
Which when his brother saw, fraught with great

griefe

And wrath, he to him KajKd furiously,

And fowly said, By Mnlumuf, cursed ihiefc,

That direfull stroke thou diarely shalt aby.

Thin hurling vp his haimefull blade on hyc,

Smote him so hugelv on his haughtie crest,

That from his saiklle forctd him to lly :

IJse mote it needes tlowne to his manly brest

Haue cleft his head in twaiiie, and lile thence

disiKissesl.

. .3*
Now was the I'rince in daungerous diilrcsso,

Wantingliissword,whenh. onlootshoult.iigiil:

1 1 is single s| leare couhl doe him small ndrtssc,

Against two foes of so exceeding might,

The least of which w.is mal«h for anv knight.

And now the other, whom he eaisl did daunt,

Had reaid himselfe againe to <ruell light,

Three tiiiKs more furious, and more puissaunt,

\ nnundlull of Ins wound, of his f.ite i;-i:orauni
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So both attonce him charge on either side,

With hideous strokes, aud importable powre,

That forced him his ground to trauerse wide,

And wisely watch to ward that deadly stowre :

For in his shield, as thicke as stormic showre,

Their strokes did raine, yet did he neuer quaile,

Ne backward shrinke, but as a stedfast towre,

Whom foe with double battry doth assaile,

Them on her bulwarke beares, and bids them
nought auaile.

^

So stoutly he withstood their strong assay,

Till ihit at last, when he aduanlage spyde,

His poinant speare he thrust with puissantsway
At proud Cyw!?cA/^5, whiles hissh eldvvaswyde,

That through his thigh the mortall Steele did

gryde:

He swaruing with the force, within his flesh

Did breake the launce, and let the head abyde:

Out of the wound the red bloud flowed fresh,

That vnderneath his feet soone made a purple

plesh.
3^

Horribly then he gan to rage, and rayle,

Cursing his Gods,andhimselfe damningdeepe:

Als when his brother saw the red bloud rayle

Adowne so fast, and all his armour steepe,

For very felnesse lowd he gan to weepe.

And said, Caytiue, cursse on thy cruell bond,

Thattwisehathsped; yetshall itnottheekeepe

From the third brunt of this my fatall brond:

Loe where the dreadfull Death behind thy backe

doth stond. „
3^

With thathstrooke,and th'otherstrookewithall,

That nothing seem'd mote beare so monstrous

might

:

The one vpon his couered shield did fall,

Andglauncingdowne would not hisowner byte:
But th'other did vpon his troncheon smyte,

Which hewing quite a sunder, further way
It made, and on his hacqueton did lyte,

The which diuiding with importune sway,

It seizd in his right side, and there the dint did

stay.^
39

Wyd .>was th?wound ,and alargclukewarme flood,

Red as the Rose, thence gushed grieuously
;

That when the Paynim spyde the streaming

blood,

Gaue him great hart, and hope of victory.

On th'other side, in huge peri)lexity,

The Prince now stood, hauinghisweapon broke;
Nought could he hurt, but still at ward did ly

:

Yet with his troncheon he so rudely stroke

Cytnochles twise, that twise him forst his foot

reuoke.

40
Whom when the Palmer saw in such distresse,

Sir Guyons sword he lightly to him raught,

And said ; Faire Son, great God thy right

hand blesse,

To vse that sword so wisely as it ought.

Glad was the knight, and with fresh courage

fraught.

When as againe he armed felt his bond ;

Then like a Lion, which hath long time saught

His robbed whelpes, and at the last them fond

Emongst the shepheard swaynes, then wexeth

wood and yond.

So fierce he laid about him, and dealt blowes

On either side, that neither mayle could hold,

Ne shield defend the thunder of his throwes :

Now to Pyroddes many strokes he told
;

Eft to Cymochles twise so many fold :

Then backe againe turning his busie hond.

Them both attonce compeld with courage bold.

To yield wide way to his hart-thrilling brond

;

And though they both stood stifle, yet could

not both withstond.

42
As saluage Bull, whom two fierce mastiues bayt,

When rancour doth w ith rage him once engore,

Forgets with warie ward them to awayt,

But with hisdreadfullhomes them driuesafore,

Or flings aloft, or treads downe in the flore.

Breathing out wrath, and bellowing disdaine.

That all the forrest quakes to heare him rore :

So rag'dPrince^r/A/^rtwixthisfoementwaine,

That neither could his mightie puissancesustaine.

43
But euer at Pyrochles when he smit,

Who Guyons shield cast euer him before.

Whereon the FaeryQueenespourtract was writ,

His hand relented, and the stroke forbore.

And his deare hart the picture gan adore,

Which oft the Paynim sau'd from deadly stowre.

But him henceforth the same can saue no more

;

For now arriued is his fatall howre,

That no'te auoyded be by earthly skill or powre.

44
For when Cymochles saw the fowle reproch,

Wliicli them ap|X!achcd,pricktwithguiltyshame,

And inward griefc, he fiercely gan ai)proch,

Rcsolu'd to put away that loathly blame,

Or dye with honour and desert of fame
;

And on the hauberk stroke the Prince so sore,

That quite disparted all the linked frame, |
And pierced to the skin, but bit no more, |
Yet made him twise to reele, that neuer moou'd

afore. „
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45
Vhereat renfierst with wrath and sharpe regret,

He stroke so hugely with his borrowd- blade,

That it empierst the Pagans burganet,

And cleaning the hard Steele, did deepe inuade

Into his head, and cruell passage made
Quite through his braine. He tombling downe

on ground,

Brcathd out his ghost, which to th'infernall

shade

Fast flying, there eternall torment found,

''or all tiie sinnes, wherewith his lewd life did

abound.
^

SThich when his german saw, the stony feare

Ran to his hart, and all his sence dismayd,
Ne thencefortli life ne courage did appearc,

But as a man, whom hellish fecnds haue frayd,

Longtremblingstilliiestood: atlastthussayd;

Tray tour wliat liast thou doen ? how eucr may
Thy cursed hand so cruelly haue swayd
Against tlxat knight : Harrow and well away.
Jter sowickcddced whyliu'st thou Icnger day ?

^ith that all de>.j>erate as loathing light,

And with reuenge desiring soone to dye,
Assembling all his force and vtmost miglit,

With his owne sword he fierce at him did flye,

ATidstrookc,and foynd. and lasht outrageously,

VViihouten reason or regard. Well knew
Tlie I'rincc, witii patience and suffcraunce sly

So hasty heat so(jne cooled to sulxlew :

l»o when this breathlesse wo.xe, that batteil

gan renew. ^,

^ when a windy tempest blowelh liye,

TlialMothingmay withstand hisstormystowre,
n»e clondes,iis things affrayd,before him flye;

Bui all so soone as his outrageous jKiwre

Is I;iyd, they fiercely then Ixgin to shonre,

And as in scorne of his si^'nt stormy spight.

Now all altonoe their malice forth do |H)urc
;

3o did Prince Arthur Ijcare himselfe in fight,

jid suffrcd rash Pyroclihs wast his idle might.

4')

,t last when as the Sara/in |)trceiu'd,

How iluit straunge sword rcfasd, lo .seruc his

nee<l, [decciuM,
But when he stroke most strong, the dint
'

I '''>ng it from him, and deuoycl of dreol,
liim lii^litly leaping without heed.

' his Ivso mighty amies engr.is|K-d f;Lst.

i.ing to (Mirrtlirow an<l downe him IrnI :

iJut luminslrengthan(lskilltlicPriMresnr|»;ist,

iu\ through his nimble sleight did vnder him
down cast.

50
Nought booted it the PajTiim then to striue

•

For as a Bittur in the Eagles claw,

That may not hope by flight to scape aliue,

Still waites for death with dread and trembling

aw
;

So he now subiect to the victours law,

Did not once moue, nor vpward cast his eye.

For vile disdaine and rancour, which did gnaw
His hart in twaine with sad melancholy,

As one that loathed life, and yet despisd to dye.

51

But full of Princely bounty and great mind.
The Conquerour nought cared him to slay.

But casting wrongs and all reuenge lx?hind.

More glory thought to giue life, then decay.

And said, Paynim, this is thy dismall da\ ;

Yet if thou wilt renounce thy miscreaunce.

And my trew liegeman yield thy selfe for ay

Life will I graunt thee for thy valiauncc,

And all thy wrongs will wipe out of my souen-

aunce.
5-

Foole (said the Pagan) I thy gift defye.

But vse thy fortune, as it do'.h befall.

And say, that I not ouercome do dye.

But in despight of life, for death do call.

Wroth was the Prince, and sory yet withall,

Tliat he so wilfully refused grace ;

Yet silh his fate so cruelly did fall.

His shining Helmet he gan soone vnlace.

And left his hcadlcssc body bleeding all the

place.

53
By this Sir Guyon from his traunre awakl.

Life hauing niaistered her sencelesse tix* ;

;\nd l(X)king vp, when as his shiekl he lakl,

And sword saw not, lie wexcd wondrous woe:

But when the Palmer, whom he long ygoc

Had lost, he by him spide, right glail he grew.

Ands;iid,I)earesir,wliom wandriiig to and fro

I long haue lackt, I ioy thy face to vew
;

Firme is thy faith, whom daungcr wucr fro me
drew.

54
But read what wiikctl h.uul hath MiblKd mec
Ofmygocvlswordand.shield? ThePalmerglatl,

With stj fresh hew vprising him to see.

Him answered ; l-'aire sonne, Ik' no whit sad

For w.ml of wea|H)ns, thcv sh.ill stniiie l>c luul.

.So gan ho to «liscoursi- the whole delxite,

Which that straunge knight for him sustained

had,

.\nd those two Sura/ins confounded Lite,

Whose carciiscs on ground were horribly jmos-

irate.
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55
Which when he heard, and saw the tokens trew,

His hart with great affection was embayd,
And to the Prince bowint:; with reuerence dew.

As to the Patrone of his life, thus sayd
;

Jly Lord,my liege, by whose most gratious ayd

I line this day, and see my foes subdewd,

What may suftise, to be for meede repayd

Of so great graces, as ye hauc me shewd,

But to be euer bound

To whom the Infant thus, Faire Sir, what need

Good turnes be counted, as a seruile bond,

To bind their doers, to receiue their meede ?

Are not all knights by oath bound, to with-

stond

Oppressours powre by armes and puissant

hond ?

Suffise, that I haue done my dew in place.

So goodly purpose they together fond.

Of kindnesse and of curteous aggrace ;

The whiles false Archiniage and Alin fled apace.

Cant. IX.

The house of Temperance, in which

doth sober Alma dwell,

Besiegd of fnanyJoes, ivhom siraunger

knighles lo flight compell.

I

Of all Gods workes, which do this world adorne,

There is no one more faire and excellent.

Then is mans body both for powre and forme.

Whiles it is kejjt in sober gouernnient

;

But none then it, more fowle and indecent,

Distempredthrough misrule and passionsbace:

It growes a Monster, and incontinent

Doth loose his dignitie and natiue grace.

Behold, who list, both one and other in this

]jlace.

2

After the Paynim brethren conquer'd were.

The Briton Prince recou'ring his stolne sword,

And Giiyon his lost shield, tliey both yfere

Forth jiassed on their way in faire accord,

Till him the Prince with gentle court did bord
;

Sir knight, mote I of you this curt'sie read,

To weet why on your shield so goodly scord

Beare ye the picture of that Ladies head ?

Full liuely is the semblaunt, though the sub-

stance dead.

Faire Sir (said he) if in that picture dead
Such life ye read, and vertue in vaine shew,
What mote ye weene, if the trew liuely-head

Of that most glorious visage ye did vew ?

But if the beautie of her mind ye knew.
That is her bountie, and imperiall powre,
Thousand times fairer then her mortall hew,

how great wonder would your thoughts
deuoure,

.And inlinite desire into your spirite poure !

4
She is the mighty Queene of Faerie,

Whose faire retrait I in my shield do beare ;

She is the fiowre of grace and chastitie,

Throughouttheworld renowmed far andneare,

My liefe, my liege, my Soueraigne, my deare,

Whose glory shineth as the morning starre,

And with her light the earth enlumines cleare;

Far reach her mercies, and her prayses farre,

As well in state of peace, as puissaunce inwarre.

Thrise happy man, (said then the Briton knight)

Whom gracious lot, and thy great valiaunce

Hauemade theesouldierofthatPrincessebright,

Which with her bounty and glad countenance

Doth blesse her seruaunts, and them high

aduaunce.

How may straunge knight hope euer to aspire,

By faithfull seruice, and meet amenance,

Vnto such blisse ? sufhcient were that hire

For losse of thousand Hues, to dye at her desire.

6

Said Guyon, Noble Lord, what meed so great.

Or grace of earthly Prince so soueraine.

But by your wondrous worth and warlike feat

Ye well may hope, and easely attaine ?

But were your will, her sold to entertaine,

Andnumbredbemongstknightsofil/ayif«/z£'rf,

Greatguerdon,wellIwote,shouldyouremaine,

And in her fauour high be reckoned,

As Arthcgall, and Sophy now becne honored.

7
.

Certes (then said the Prince) I God auow,

That sith I amies and knighthood lirst did

plight.

My whole desire hath beene, and yet is now.

To seruc that Queene with all my powre and
might.

NowliaththeSunnewithhislamp-buminglight,

Walkt round about the worUl, and I no lesse,

Sith of that Goddesse I haue sought the sight,

Yet no where can her find : such hai)i)inesse

Heauendothtomeenuy,andforlunefauourlcsse.
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Drtune, the foe of famous cheuisaunce

Jeldome (said Guyon) yields to vertueaide,

But in her way throwes mischiefe and mis-

chaunce,

Vhereby her course is stopt, and passage staid.

3ut you, faire Sir, be not herewith dismaid,

3ut constant keepe the way, in which ye stand

;

Vhich were it not, that I am else delaid

Vith hard aduenture, which I haue in hand,

labour would to guide you through all Faery

land.
9

ramercy Sir (said he) but mote I weete,

Vhat straunge aduenture do ye now pursew ?

^erhaps my succour, or aduizcment meete
iote stead you much your purpose to subdew.
"hen gan Sir Guyon all the story shew
)f false Acrasia, and her wicked wiles,

Vhich to auenge, the Palmer him forth drew
'Vom Faery court. So talked they, the whiles

ley wasted had much way,and measurd many
miles.

10

id now faire Phoebus gan decline in hast

lis weary wagon to tlie Westerne vale,

Vhenas they sj)ide a goodly castle, plast

•"oreby a riuer in a pleasaunt dale,

Vhich choosing for that euenings hospitale,

liey thither niarcht : but when they came in

sight,

^nd from their sweaty Coursers did auale,

'heyfound thegalesfast barred longerenight,

id eucry loup fust lockt, as fearing foes

despight.

hidiwhen theysaw, they wecne Ifowlereprorh
V:ls to ihcm d(X-n, their entrance to forslall,

"ill that the S<|uire gan nightr to approch
;

^nd wind his home viulcr the c^.islle wall,

riuil with the ncjise it shooke, as it would fall

:

CftMMjues f(jrth looked from the highest spire

lie watch, and lowd vnto the knights did ( all.

^o weete, what they so rudels' did re<|uire.

ho gently answered, They enlrancL- did (Icbirc.

12

y fly. g'KHl knights. (s;iid he) fly fast awav
f that your lines ye lone, iis meete ye should

;

'1yf;Lst.andsaue your sc'lues from nearedcc-.iv.

lerc may ye not haue entrauncv. though we
Wf)ul(l

:

Vc would aiifl would againc, if that we could ;

{ut thoiisjind enemies alM»ul vs raue,
\iv\ with long siege vs in this r.Lstle hould :

K'ucn ynireJi this wi/c ihey vs JK'sii-gc'd haue.
lU many grM)«l knights slaine, that haue vs
sought to suue.

Thus as he spoke, loe with outragious cry

A thousand villeins round about them swarmd
Out of the rockcs and caues adio\ning nye,

Vile Giytiue wretches, ragged, rude, deformd,
All threatning death, all in straunge manner
armd.

Some with vnweldyclubSjSome with lonpspeares.
Some rusty kniucs, some staues in fire wanr.d.

Sterne was tlicirlookc, like wild an.azedsteares.

Staring with hollow eyes, and stitfe vpstanding

heares.

Fiersly at first those knights they did assaile,

And droue them to recoile : but when againe

They gaue fresh charge, their forces gan to f;\ile,

\'nhable their encounter to sustaine
;

ForwithsuchpuissaunceandiiiJix'tuousmaine
Those Champions broke on them, that forst

them fly, [swaine

Like scattered Sheepe, whenas the Shepheards
A Lyon and a Tigre doth espye,

With greedy pace forth rushing from the forest

nye.

A while they fled, but soone returnd againe
With greater fury, then before was found ;

And euermore their cruell Capitaine
Sought with his raskall routs t'enclosc them

round,

.\nd ouerrun to tread them to the ground,
liut soone the knights with their bright-burn-

ing blades
I
found,

Broke their rude troupes, and orders did con-

Hewing and slashing at their idle shades ;

For though they bodies seen.e, yet substance
from them fadts. ,

16

As whi-n a swam e of Cnats at euenlide
Out of the fcnncs of Allan do arise,

Their murmuring small trompetssounden wide,
Whiles in the aire tluir ilustring army flies,

Thai ;ls a cloud doth seeme to (lim llie skies ;

Ne man nor Ix-ast may rest, or lake rejusl,

For tht ir shar|»e wounds, and noyous iniuries.

Till t he licrcLNurtheme win<;\N ill il ilustring Mast
I)o(h blow ihini (|uiti- awa)-. antl in the Okiih

cast,
17

Thus when they had tha*. troublous rout iliNj>crst,

\ nto the castli- gate thev come againe.

And entrannee crauM, uhi( h was di i\ietl erst.

Now when re|K)rt ol that their |H.rilous p;iine,

An<lcoml)rt us<ontli( t.whiclitluvdidvusl.iine

Came to the Lidies eare.whii h there did dwell.

She forth ivseweil with a goodly traine

Of .'s<|uiri-s an<l I.;Klies e<|uip;iged well.

And enlertaini-<l them right lajjelv, a-« befell



114 THE 11. BOOKE OF THE Cant. IX.

i8

Alma she called was, a virgin bright

;

That had not yet felt Ciipides wanton rage,

Yet was she woo'd of many a gentle knight,

And many a Lord of noble parentage,

That sought with her to lincke in marriage :

For she was faire, as faire mote euer bee.

And in the flowre now of her freshest age
;

Yet full of grace and goodly modestee.

That euen heauen reioyced her sweete face to

see.

19

In robe of lilly white she was arayd,

Thatfromhershouldertoherheeledowneraught,

The traine whereof loos : far behind her strayd.

Braunched with gol 1 and pearle, most richly

wrought.

And borne of two faire Damsels, which were

taught

That seruice well. Her yellow golden heare

Was trimly wouen, and in tresses wrought,

Ne other tyre she on her head did weare,

But crowned with a garland of sweete Rosiere.

20

Goodly she entertaind those noble knights,

And brought them vp into her castle hall

;

Where gentle court and gracious delight

She to them made, with mildnesse virginall,

Shewing her selfe both wise and liberall

:

There when they rested had a season dew.

They her besought of fauour speciall,

Of that faire Castle to aftoord them vew
;

She graunted, and them leading forth, the

same did shew.

21

First she them led vp to the Castle wall,

That was so high, as foe might not it clime,

And all so faire, and fensible withall,

Not built of bricke, nc yet of stone and lime.

But of thing like to that JEgyplian slime,

WhereofkingiVmt'whilome built Babell towre;

But O great pitty, that no lenger time

So goodly workemanship should not endure :

Soone it must turne to earth ; no earthly thing

is sure.

22

The frame thereof seemd partly circulare,

And part tridnguLirc, worke diuine ;

Tiiose two the first and last proj)ortions are,

The one imperfect, mortall, fiKtninine ;

Th'other immortall, perfect, masculine,

And twixt tliem both a quadrate was the base

Proportioned equally by sjuen and nine ;

Nine was the circle set in heauens ])lace,

All which compacted made a goodly diapase.

^3
Ther. in two gates were placed seemly well

:

The one before, by which all in did pas.

Did th'other far in workmanship excell

;

For not of wood, nor of enduring bras,

But of more worthy substance fram'd it was;
Doubly disparted, it did locke and close.

That when it locked, none might thorough pas,

And when it opened, no man might it close.

Still open to their friends, and closed to their

foes.

24

Of hewen stone the porch was fairely wrought.

Stone more of valew, and more smooth and
fine,

Then let or Marble far from Ireland brought

;

Ouer the which was cast a wandring vine,

Enchaced with a wanton yuie twine.

And ouer it a faire Portcullis hong,

Which to the gate directly did incline,

With comelycompasse, and compacturestrong,
Neither vnseemely short, nor yet exceeding

long.

Within the Barbican a Porter sate,

Day and night duely keeping watch and ward,

Nor wight, nor word mote passe out of the gate,

But in good order, and with dew regard
;

Vtterers of secrets he from thence debard,

Bablers of folly, and blazers of crime.

Ilis larumbell might lowd and wide be hard.

When cause requird, but neuer out of time
;

Earlyand late it rong,at euening and atprime.

26

x\nd round about the porch on euery side

Twise sixteen warders sat, all armed bright

In glistring Steele, and strongly fortifide

:

Tall yeomen seemed they, and of great might,

And were enraunged ready, still for fight.

By them as Alma passed with her gucstcs,

They did obeysaunce, as beseemed right.

And then againe returned to their restes :

The Porter eke to her did lout with humble
gestes.

27

Thence she ihcm brought into a stately ILill,

Wherein were many tables faire dispred,

And ready dight with dra])cts festiuall,

Against the viaundes should be ministrid.

At th' upper end tliere sate, ydad in red

Downe to tlie ground, a comely personage,

That in his hand a white rod menaged,

lie Steward was hight Dili ; rypc of age.

And in demeanure sober, and in counsel! sace.
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nd through the Hall there walked to and fro

\ iolly yeoman, Marshall of the same, •

^Vhose name was Appetite ; he did bestow
Both guestes and meate, when euer in they

can»^,

\nd knew them how to order without blame.

Vs him the Steward bad. They both attone

Did dewty to their Lady, as bccair.e
;

N\\o passing by, forth led her guestes anone
ito the kilchin rowme, ne spard for nicencsse

none.

; was a vaut ybuilt for great dispcncc,

ifVith many raunges reard along the wall

;

\nd one great chimney, whose long tonnell

thence

rhe smoke forth threw. And in the midst of all

rhere placed was a caudron wide and tall,

/[wn a mighty furnace, burning whot,

tfore whot, then Aetn\ or i\,ximn^ Aloti^iball

:

"or day and night it brent, ne cciised not,

) long as any thing it in the caudron got.

30
ut to delay the heat, least by mischaunce
[t might breake out, and set the whole on fire,

riiere added was by goodly ordinaunce,

\.n hugegreat pui re of bdlowes, which did styrc

."oiitiiiually, and cooling breath insi)yrc.

^bout the Caudron ii.any ('(K)kcs accoyld,

\'ith liofikL-s and hulks, iis need did require ;

[he whiles the viandes in the vessc-ll boyid

ley did about their businesse sweat, and sorely

toyld.

31

iie maister Cooke was caUi Concoction,

\. curefull man. and full of comely guise :

riie kitcliin Ck-rke, that hight I)i\\i'stion,

)id orflcr all th'Achalcs in scomely wise,

^nd s<'t ihiMii forth, as well he could deuisc.

rii'- re St had scucrall oHiies assii d,

iome to rcinoue the scum, Jis it did rise ;

)tlKrs to ln;are the same away did mind
;

nd others it to vsc according to his kind.

ul all the lifHK»ur,uhi( h was fowlcand wast.

S'ol g(MH| nor scruii cablr elso for ought,

rhfv in another gnat round vcsstll plast.

Pill l)v a comluit pi|x' it th(n«r \\i re brought

:

II the rest, that noyons was. an<l nought,
' r<'t waves, that none iniglit it espy,

^.isi lovMonuiud, uultoih l«irk-g I I rought,

riiat ( U-|>t<l was Port I''.s(/iiilinc, whereby
wa.s auoided (|tiite,iuul throw iie out priuily.

33
Which goodly order, and great workmans skill

Whenas those knights beheld, with rare delight

,

And gazing wonder they their minds did hll;

For neuer had they scene so straunge a sight.

Thence backe againefaire-i4/>;w ledthem right.

And soone into a goodly Parlour brought,

That was with royall arras richly dight,

In which was nothing pourtrahed, norwrought.

Not wrought, nor pourtrahed, but easie to be

thought.

34
And in the mid^i thereof vpon the floure,

A louely btuy of faire Ladies sate,

Courted of many a iolly Paramoure,

The which them did in modest wise amate.

And eachone sought his Lady to aggrate :

And eke emongst thtm litle Cupid |)layd

Ilis wanton sports, being returned late

Fromliisfiercewarres,andl:auingfromhimlayd

His cruell bow, wherewith he thousands hath

dismayd.

Diuerse delights they found them selucs to

please
;

Somesonginsweetconsort,somelaught for ioy,

Some i)laid withstrawcs, some idly 5at at e;ise;

But other some couKl not abide to toy,

All pleasaunce was to them griefe and annoy:

Tliis fround, that fauncl, the third for shame
did blush,

Another seimed enuious, or coy.

Another in her teeth did gnaw a rush :

But at these straungers presence eucry one did

hush.
36

Soone as the gracious AInui came in place

They all attonce out of their scates arose.

And to her homage made, with hun.bie grace :

VVI lom w 1un the is n igl 1 ts 1 1 held , tluy ^an« .is| H>sv

'nienisehiestoidurt ,andeachaI>amsell("hose:

The l'rin<e by ehaunce did on a I^idy light.

That was right faire and fresh as niorningrose.

But somwhat sad, and solenme eke in sight.

As if some jKnsiue thought constraint! her

gentle spright.

37
In a long purple |>;ill, whose skirt with ^oUl

Was frettcfl all alntut, she w;us arayd ;

And in her h.uid a Poplar l)rauneh did hold :

'I'o whom the Prince in eurteous nianner s;iid;

(lentle .Madame, whv In-ene ye thus disn.aid.

And your f.iire U-autie do with s;idnesse spill .'

Liues any, that you hath thus ill ti|viid .''

Or<l(K'n you h)ue,or ikn-n you lackeyotir will.'*

What euer Ik.' the cause, it sure Ix-scenics vou ill.



ii6 THE II. BOOKE OF THE Cant. IX,

38
.

Faire Sir, (said shehalfe in disdainefull wise,)

How is it, that this mood in me ye blame,

And in your selfe do not the same aduise ?

Him ill beseemes, anothers fault to name.
That may vnwares be blotted with the same :

Pensiue I yeeld I am, and sad in mind,
Through great desire of glory and of fame

;

Ne ought I weene are ye therein behind,

That haue twelue moneths sought one, yet no
where can her find.

The Prince was inly moued at her spcach.

Well weeting trew, what she had rashly told ;

Yet with faire sem.blaunt sought to hide the

breach,

\Miich chaunge of colour did perforce vnfold,

Now seeming flaming whot, now stony cold.

Tho turning soft aside, he did inquire.

What wight she was, that Poplar braunch did

hold

:

It answered was, her name was Prays-desire,

That by well doing sought to honour to aspire.

.4°
. .

The whiles, the Faerie knight did entertaine

Another Damsell of that gentle crew,

That was right faire, and modest of demaine,

But that too oft she chaung'd her natiue hew :

Straunge washer tyre,andallhergarment blew,
Close round about hertucktwithmanyaplight:
Vpon her fist the bird, which shonneth vew.

And keepes in couerts close from lining wight,

Did sit, as yet ashamd, how rude Pan did her

dight.

41

So long as Guyon with her commoned,
Vnto the ground she cast her modest eye,

And eucr and anone with rosie red

The bashfuU bloud her snowy chcekes did dye,

That her became, as polisht yuory,

Wl 1 ich cunningCraftcsmans haiidhath ouerlayd
With faire vermilion or pure Castory.

Great wonder had the knight, to see the mayd
So straungel}' passioned,and to her gently sayd,

42
Faire Damzell, seemeth,by )our t roublcd chcare

,

That either me too bold }e weene, this wise

You to molest, or other ill to fcare

That in the secret of your hart close lyes,

Fr(>m whence it doth, as cloud from sea arise.

If it be I, of pardon I you pray
;

But if ought else that I mote not deuise,

I will, if j)lease you it discure, assay,

To case you of that ill, so wisely ai I may.

43
She answerd nought,butmoreabasht for shame.
Held downe her head, the whiles her louelyface

The flashing blouJ with blushing did inflame,

And the strong passion mard her modest grace.

That Guyon meruayld at her %ncouth^cace

:

Till Alma him bespake, Why wonder yee
Faire Sir at that, which ye so much embrace ?

She is the fountaine of your modestee
;

You shamefast are, but Sliamejastnesse it selfe

is shee.

44
Thereat the Elfe did blush in priuitee,

And turnd his face away ; but she the same
Dissembled faire, and fa\ nd to ouersee.

Thus they awhile with court and goodly game,
Themselues did solace each one with his Dame,
Till that greatLadie thence away them sought.

To vew her castles other wondrous frame.

Vp to a stately Turret she them brought,

Ascending by ten steps of Alablastcr wrought.

That Turrets frame most admirable was,

Like highest heauen compassed around,
And lifted high aboue this earthly masse.

Which it suruew'd, as hils doen lo\\cr ground \

But not on ground mote like to this be found,

Notthat, which antique Cadmus whylomebuilt
In Thebes, which Alexander did confound

;

Nor tliat proud towre of Troy, though richly

guilt.

From ^\hich young Hectors bloud by cruell

Cre^/jf^ was spilt.

46
The roofe hereof was arched oner head.

And deckt with flowers and herbars daintily

;

Two goodly Beacons, set in watches stead.

Therein gaue light, and flam'd continually :

For they of Uuing fire most subtilly

Were made, and set in siluer sockets bright,

Couer'd with lids deuiz'd of substance sly,

That readily they shut and open might.

who can tell the prayses of that makers might

!

47
Ne can I tell, ne can I stay to tell

This i)arts great workmanship, and wondrous
powre,

Tliat all tlais other worlds worke doth excell,

And likest is vnto that heaucnly towre.

That God hath built for his owne blessed bowre.

Thereinwerediuerseroomcs,anddiuerse stages.

But three the chiefest, and of greatest powre.

In which there dwelt three honorable sages.

The wisest men, I weene, that lined in their ages
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;iot he,whom Greece, the Xourseof all good arts,

By Phoebus doome, the wisest thought aliue,

Might be com[)ar'd to these by many parts :

Nor that sage Pylian syre, which did suruiuc

Three ages, such as mortall iiKn contriue,

By whose aduise old Priams citlie fell.

With these in praise of poUicics mote striue.

These tlirce in these three roomes did sundrv
dwell,

Old counselled faire Aluia, how to gouerne well.

49
Tie first of them could things to come foresee:

The next could of things present best aduize ;

The third tilings past could kecpe in memorec.
So tliat no time, nor reason could arize,

But that the same could oneof these comprize.

For thy the first di 1 in the forepart sit.

That nought mote hinder his quicke preiudize:

He liad a sliarj:»e foresight, and working wit,

'hat neuer idle was, ne once could rv.st a whit.

50
lis chamber was dispaintcd all within,

With sundry colours, in the which were writ

Infinite shapes of things dispersed thin
;

.Some such as in the world were neuer yit,

Ne can deuized be of mortall wit

;

Some daily seene, and knowen by their names.
Such as in idle fantasic-s doe flit

:

InferiiallIlags,6V«/aar^,feendcs,//z7)/w7rt>w^,

ijx's, I.ions, .Fgles, Owles, fooles, louers, chil-

dren, Dames.

ind all the chamber filled was with Hves,
Whi( h buzzed all about, and made such sound,
Tliat they encombred all mens cares and eyes,

Like many swarmes of Bees assembled round.
After their hiuis with liunny do abound :

All those were idle- thoiigiits and fantasies,

U'lirc-s, dreanRs, opinicjns vnsound,
' s, visions, s(Kjlh-sayes, and j)r(iplusii-s

;

11 liuil faintd is, as leasings, tale-s, and lus.

.inongst them all sate he, which wonncd there,
i*hat hi;.:ht PluinlasUs by his nature trew

;

A man of yejires yet fresh, as mote appcre,
'

'
irth complt xion. and of «ral)lH(l hew,
liini full of milaiK liolv did shew

;

iiollowbti-il -browrs.sliarite staring eyes,
mad or ftKilish sicnid : one by his vcw
l«« niehim lK)rne with ill disiK/sed skyes,
obli'^uc Salurne sate in the house of

aj^'onyrt.

53
\\ hom Ahta hauing shewed to her guestes.

Thence brought them to tlie second roome,
\\ hose wals

Were })aintcd faire with memorable gestes,

Of famous \\ i-ards, and with picturals

Of Magistrates, of courts, of tribunals,

Of commen wealthes, of states, of pollicy,

Of lawes, of iudgements, and of decretals
;

All artcs, all science, all riiiloscphy.

And allthatinthewor Idwasaye thought wittily.

54
Of those that roome was full, and tliem among
There sate a man of ripe and jx^rfect age.

Who did them meditate all his Ule long,

Tliat through continuall practise and vsage,

He now was growne right wise, and \\ondrous

sage.

GreatplcasurehadthosestrangcrknighlSjtosee

His goodly reason, and graue personage,

That his disciples both desir'd to bee ;

But.-J/;;w thence them ledto th'hindmost roome
of tliree.

55
.

That chamber seemed ruinous and old,

And therefore was remoued farre behind,

Yet were the wals, that did the same vphold.
Right firme and strong, though somewhat they

declind
;

And tiierein sate an old oldman, halfe bUnd,
And all decrepit in his feeble corse.

Yet liuely vigour rested in his mind,
And recompenst him with a better scorse :

Weake body well is dmng'd for minds redoubled
forsc. ,

I his man of infinite remembrance was,
And things foregone through many ages held.

Which he recorded still, as they did pas,

Ne suffred them to jKrish through long eld,

Asallthingsclse, the which thisworld doth weld,
But Liid tliem vp in his immortall serine,

Where they for euer incorrui)ted dweUl

:

The warred he well renienibrid of king A'lW,
()| old AsSiiracitSfixwd //wr/n« diuine.

1 he ycarcs of Neahrr nothing were to liis,

Ne yet Madiusnlnn. though longest liu'd
;

For he renunibred both their infancies:

Nc wonder then, if that he W( re dii>riu'd

Of natiuestrnigth now. that he ihetn suniiu'd.

Mis chanilMr all was hangd alnnit with roller.

And old records from auncient times deriu'd,

.Some made in books, some in lonp |xirthmenl

s<ToIlcs, jhoKs.

That were all wormc-catcn, and full of r.uiker
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58

Amidst them all he in a chaire was set,

Tossing and turning them withouten end ;

But for he was vnhable them to fet,

A litle boy did on him still attend,

To reach, wiien euer he for oi'L^ht did send
;

And oft when things were lost, or laid amis,

That boy them sought, and vnto him did lend.

Therefore he Anamnesles cleped is,

And that old man Enmnestes, by their propertis.

59
Tlie knights there entring, did him reuerence

dew
And wondred at his endlesse exercise,

Then as they gan his Librarie to vew.

And antique Registers for to auise,

There chaunced to the Princes hand to rize.

An aundent booke, hight Brilon nionimenis,

That of this lands first conquest did deuize,

And old diuision into Regiments,

Till it reduced was to one mans goucrnments.

60

Sir Giiyon chaunst eke on another booke,

That hight Anliquilie of Faerie lond.

In which when as he greedily did looke,

Th'off-spring of Eluesand Faries there he fond,

As it deliuered was from bond to bond :

Whereat they burning both with ferucnt fire.

Their countries auncestry to vnderstond,

Crau'd leaue of Alma, and that aged sire,

To read those bookes; whogladlygraunted their

desire.

Cant. X,

A chronicle oJBrilon kings,

Jrom Brute to Vthers rayne.

A nd rolles of Elfin Eniperours,

till time ofGbriane.

Who now shall giue vnto me words and sound,

Equall vnto this haughtie enterprise ?

Or who shall lend mc wings, witli which from

ground
My lowly verse may loftily arise.

And lift it selfe vnto the highest skies ?

More ample spirit, then hitherto was wount,

Here needes me, whiles the famous auncestries

Of my most dreaded Soueraigne I recount,

By which all earthly Princes she doth farre

surmount.

Ne vnder Sunne, that shines so wide and faire,

Whenceall thatliues, does borrow lifeand light.

Lines ought, that to her linage may compaire,

Which though from earth it be deriued right.

Yet doth it selfe stretch forth to heauens hight.

And all the world with wonder ouerspred
;

A labour huge, exceeding farre my might

:

How shall fraile pen, with feare disparaged,

Conceiue such soueraine glory, and great

bountihed ?

3
Argument worthy of Ma;onian quill,

Or rather worthy of great Phoebus rote.

Whereon the mines of great Ossa hill.

And triumphes of Phlegrccan loue he \\ rote,

That all the Gods admird his loftie note.

But if some relish of that heauenly lay

His learned daughters would to me report.

To decke my song withall, I would assay.

Thy name, soueraine Queene, to blazon farre

away.

4
Thy name soueraine Queene, thy realme and

race,

From this renowmed Prince deriued arre,

Wlio mightily v]:)held that royall mace,

Which now thou bear 'st, to theedesccnded farre

From mightie kings and conquerours in warre.

Thy fathers and great Grandfathers of old.

Whose nobledeedesaboue the Northernestarre

Immortall fame for euer hath enrold
;

As in that old mans booke they were in order

told.

5
The land, which warlike Britons now possessc,

And therein haue their mightie empire raysd,

In antique times was saluage wildernesse,

Vnpeoplcd, vnmanurd, vnprou'd, vnpraysd,

Ne was it Island then, ne was it paysd

Amid the Ocean wanes, ne was it sought

Of marchants farre, for profits therein praysd.

But was all desolate, and of some thought

By sea to haue bene from the Celticke mayn-
land brought.

6

Ne did it then dcserue a name to haue,

Till that the venturous Mariner that way
Learninghisship from thosewhite rockstosaue,

Which all along the Southcrne sea-coast lay,

Threatning vnhecdie wrecke and rash decay,

For safeties sake that same his sea-markemade,
And namd it Albion. But later day
Finding in it fit ports for fishers trade,

Gan more the same frequent, and further to

inuade.
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!ut farre in land a saluage nation dwelt.

Of hideous Giants, and halfe beastly men,
rhat neuer tasted grace, nor goodnesse felt,

But like wild beasts lurking in loathsome den,

And flying fast as Roebucke through the fen,

All naked without shame, or care of cold.

By hunting and by spoiling liued then
;

Of stature huge, and eke of courage bold,

hat sonnes of men amazd their sternnesse to

behold.
8

iut whence they sprong, orhow they were begot,

V^neath is to assure ; vncath to wene
Fnat monstrous error, which doth some assot,

rhat Dioclesians fiftie daughters shene

Into this land by chaunce haue driuen bene,

ifVhere companing with feends and filthy

Sprights,

rhrough vaine illusion of their lust vnclene,

riic-y brought forth Giants and such dreadfull

wights,

s farre exceeded men in their immeasurd
mights.

9 .
. .

hey held this land, and with their filthinesse

Polluted this same gentle soyle long time :

riiat their owne moliicr loatiid their beastii-

ncsse,

\nd gan abhorre her broods vnkindly crime,

Ml were they borne of her owne natiue slime,

V'ntill that Brulus anciently deriu'd

From royall stocke of old Assaracs line,

Driuen by fatal! error, here arriu'd,

nd them of their viiiust pfjssession depriu'd.

10

ut ere he had established his throne,

And spred his empire to tht- vtiiiost shore,

He fought great battt-ls wiih his saluage fone ;

In which he them deflated euerniore,

And rmmy Giants left on groning (lore ;

riuit well can witncssc vet vn(o thi> day
Hie western*' Ilogh, lx?sprincled with the gore
3f inightie (ionnot, whom in stout fray

oriiuus conciuered, and eruellv (li<l sL»y.

1

1

nd eke that anipli- I'it, yi t farre renownd,
Kor tlif Lirge leu|)c, which hrhoti <nd cotni»eIl

n to make, Ixihg ei^jhl higs ol growntl
;

lie which returning batke, he fell,

11 *se three nionsirousstonest!(Kni(»st<xceH

I that huge sonnc of hideous Albion,
•' father llrrculrs in I'rauncc tlid (jucil,

• (.ifhlmer threw, in fierce contention,
I lK)lfl Caniitus

; but of hiiu was sLiinc anon.

I 12
' In meed of these great conquests by them got,

Coriueiis liad that Prouince vtmost west.

To him assigned for his worthy lot.

Which of his name and memorable gest

; He called Corneivaile, yet so called best

:

I And Debons sliayre was, that is Deuonshyre :

I

But Canute had his portion from the rest,

I

The which he cald CaniUium, for his hyre
;

Now Cantiiim,which. Kentwe commenlyinquire.

^3
Thus BriUe this Realme vnto his rule subdewd,
And raigned long in great felicitie,

Lou'd of his friends, and of his foes eschewd,

He left three sonnes, his famous progeny.
Borne of faire hiogeue of Italy

;

Alongst whom he parted his imperiall state,

And Locrine left chiefe Lord of Britany,

At last ripe age bad him surrender late

His life, and long good fortune vnto iinall fate.

14

Locrine was left the soueraine Lord of all

;

But Albanact had all the Norlhrene part.

Which of himselfe Albania he did call

:

And Camber did j^ossesse the Wcsterne quart,

Wiiich Seiierne now from Logris dotii depart

:

And each his portion peaccal)ly ei ioyd,

Ne was thercoutward breach,nor gri'.dgeinliart,
Tiiat once their quiet gouernmcnt annoyd,
Butcaclihis paines toothersprolitstillemployd.

15
Vntill a nation straung, with visage swart,

And courage fierce, that all men did alTray,

Which through the world ihenswannd in cucry

jKirt,

And oucrflow'd all countries farre away,
Like Noyes great Hood, with their imjiortunc

sway,
lliis land inuaded with Uke violmtT,

And tlid themstliKs tlirough all the North
disnUiy :

Vntill tluit Locrine for his Realmcs defena*.

Did head against them make, and strong muni-
lii 111 e.

i'>

He them «n((>untrid, a (oiihistil rout.

Fori by the Kiuer, that wliyltMuc N\as liighl

The auncient Abas, where willi (t)urage stout

lie theiM deflated in \ii lorioiis tight.

And chaste so lit rn ly after learfull flight,

Thatforst their( hieltainc.forhis s;ifetiess«ke,

heir ("hieftainc }{uuti>cr named was aright)

Vnto the might ie streamc him to iKtake,

\N here he un er»d of Uit tell.iuul of li fo did nmkc.
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17

The king returned proud of victorie,

And insolent wox through vnwonted ease,

That shortly he forgot the ieopardie.

Which in his land he lately did appease,

And fell to vaine voluptuous disease :

He lou'd faire Ladie Estrild, lewdly lou'd,

Whose wanton pleasures him too much did

please,

That quite his hart from Guendolene remou'd,

From Guendolene his wife, though alwaies faith-

full prou'd.

18

The noble daughter of Corineiis

Would not endure to be so vile disdaind.

But gathering force, and courage valorous,

Encountred him in battell well ordaind.

In which him vanquisht she to fly constraind :

But she so fast pursewd, that him she tooke,

And threw in bands, wherehe tilldeath remaind;

Als his faire Leman, flying through a brookc.

She ouerhent, nought moued with her piteous

looke.

19
But both her selfe, and eke her daughter deare.

Begotten by her kingly Paramoure,

The faire Sahrina almost dead with feare,

She there attached, farre from all succoure
;

The one she slew in that impatient stourc.

But the sad virgin innocent of all,

Adowne the rolling riuer she did poure.

Which of her name now Seuerne men do call

:

Such was the end, that to disloyall loue did fall.

20

Then for her sonne, which she to Locrin bore,

Madan was young, vnmeet the rule to sway,

In her owne hand the crowne she kept in store,

Till ryper yeares he raught, and stronger stay :

During which time her powre she did display

Through all this realme, the glorie of her sex,

And first taught men a woman to obay :

But when her sonne to mans estate did wex,
She it surrendred, ne her selfe would lenger vex.

21

Tho Madan raignd, vnworthie of his race

For with all shame that sacred throne he fild

:

Next Memprise, as vnworthy of that place,

In which being consorted with Manild,
For tiiirst of single kingdonie him he kild.

But Ebranck salucd both their infamies
With noble deedes, and warreyd on BrunchUd
In Ilcnaidl, where yet of his victories

Braue monimcnts remaine, which yet that land
enuies.

An happie man in his first dayes he was,
And happie father of faire progeny :

For all so many weekes as the yeare has,

So many children he did multiply
;

Of which were twentie sonnes, which did apply
Their minds to praise, and cheualrous desire:

Those germans did subdew all Germany,
Of whom it hight ; but in the end their Sire

With foule repulse from Fraunce was forced to

retire.

23
Which blot his sonne succeeding in his seat,

The second Brute, the second both in name,
And eke in semblance of his puissance great,

Right well recur'd, and did away that blame
With recompence of euerlasting fame.

He with his victour sword first opened
The bowels of wide Fraunce, a forlorne Dame,
And taught her first how to be conquered

;

Since which, with sundrie spoiles she hath beene
ransiicked.

24
Let Scaldis tell, and let tell Hania,
And let the marsh of Eslham bruges tell.

What colour were their waters that same day,

And all the moore twixt Eluersham and Dell,

With bloud of Henalois, which therein fell.

How oft that day did sad Brunchildis see

The greene shield dyde in dolorous vermeil ?

That not Scuilh guiridh it mote seeme to bee.

But rather y Scuilh gogh, signe of sad crueltee.

His Sonne king Leill by fathers labour long,

Enioyd an heritage of lasting peace.

And built Cairleill, and built Cairleon strong.

Next Iluddibras his realme did not encrease.

But taught the landfromweariewarrestocease.
Whose footstei)s Bladud following, in arts

Exccld at Athens all the learned preace,

From whence he brought them to these

saluage parts,

And with sweet science moUifide their stub-

borne harts.

26

Ensample of his wondrous faculty,

Behold the boyling Bathes at Cairbadon,

Which seeth with secret fire eternally.

And in their entrails, full of quicke Brimston,

Nourish the flanics.which they are warni'dvpon,

That to their peojilc wealth they forth do well,

And health to cucry forreine nation :

Yet he at last contending to excel!

The reach of men, through flight into fond

mischief fell.

I
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.

^7

xt him king Leyr in happie peace long raind,

ut liad no issue male him to succeed,-

ut three faire daugliters, which were well

vptraind,

1 all that seemed fit for kingly seed :

ongst whom Ins realme he equally decreed

haue diuided. Tho when feeble age

igh to his vtmost date he saw proceed,

e ca!d his daughters ; and wit . speeches sage

juyrd, which of them most did loue her

parentage.

28

e eldest Gotwrill gan to protest,

hat shemuchmore then herownelifchimlou'd:

nd Kc^an greater loue to him profest,

hen aD the world, when eucr it were proou'd
;

ut Cordi'ill said slie lou'd him, as behoou'd :

('hose simple answere, wanting colours faire

jxiint it forth, him to displcasance moou'd,

hat in his croune lie counted her no haire.

t twixt the other twaine liis kingdome whole

did shaire.

29
wedded tii'one to Maglan king of Scots,

nd th'othcr to the king of Cambria,

ndtwixtthcmshayrdhisrealmebycqualllots:
|

ut without dowrc the wise Curddia

I'as stnt to Aganip of Cellica.

heir aged Syre, thus eased of his crowne,

prinate life kd in Albania,

('ilh (jotwrill, long liad in great renownc,

at nought him grieu'd to bene from rule

dci)oscd downe.

t true it is, that when the oyle is spent,

he li;^ht goes out, and weeke is throwne away

;

) wlicn lie had rt-sigufd his regiment,

is (hiughter gan despise his dnmping (kiy,

nd wraric waxe of his conlinuall stay.

Ijo to his (Uuighter Regan he re|)ayrd,

'ho him at first well vsed eucry way ;

ut when of his departure she uesfKiyrd,

rbounlieshealKiled,andhischeareempayril.

c wrctclicd man gan then auisc U^o Lite,

liat loue is not, where nxisl it is profest,

f»f) frncly tryde in his rxtreatiust state ;

1 list n-soliiM likfwise to proue the rest,

c to Cnrdrlia him seUe addrest,

p'ho with entire affection him rueauM,
s for her .Svre and king her seemed Inst

;

nd after all an army sir(<ng she lti»uM,

war ot) thos<", whi« h him had of his reahne
IxTeau'd.

32
So to his crowne she him restor'd againe,

In which he dyde, made ripe for death by eld,

And after wild, it should to her remaine :

Who j>eaceably the same long time did weld:

And all mens harts in dew obedience held :

Till that her sisters children, woxen strong

Through proud ambition, against her rebeld.

And ouercommen kept in prison long.

Till wearie of tiiat wretched life, her selfe she

hong.

.
^^

Tlien gan the bloudie brethren both to raine

:

But fierce Cuudah gan shortly to enuie

Iiisbrother:Uorga«,pricktwiihprouddisdainc,

To haue a pere in part of soueraintie.

And kii.dUi g coles of crucU enmitie,

Raisd warre, and him in battell ouerthrew :

Whence as he to those wocxlie hils did llie,

Which liiglit of him Glamorgan, \.Wr*:\\\\w slew:

Then did he raigne alone, when he none equall

knew.

.
34

His Sonne Riuallo his dead roome did supply,

In whosesad timeblouddid from heauen raine:

Next great Gurgustus, then faire Ccrcily

In constant peace their kingdomesdidcontaine,
After whom luigo, and Kiumarke did raine.

And Gorbogud, till farre in yeares he grew :

Then his amljitious sonncs vnto them twaine

Arraught the rule, and from their latiierdrew,

Stout Ferrex and sterne Porrcx him in prison

threw.

35
But O, the greedy thirst of royall crowne,

That knowes no kinred, nor regarcks no rigiit,

Slird I'orrtx \p to put his brotlu-r downe ;

Who vnto liim assembling forreiiie might,

.Made warre on him, and fell him S( Ife in tight :

Whose death t'aueiige, his m«ither mercile*sse,

Most mercilesse of women, W'ydtn higiit,

Her other soime fiust >leeping die! o|)prcsse,

.\nd witlj most crueTlhand himmunlrcd pitii-

lessc.

36
He re ended Brutus sacred nrogenic,

\\ lii( h hael seuen hundred yeares this scepter

lK)riie,

With hi^^h reiiowme, ant! great feliiilie ;

The noble braunch from th'anlit|ue stixkc was

torne

'niroiij^hdiscord.andlherovalllhroiu forkirne:

Them cforlh this Kealmew as iniofaei ions rent,

Whitest each of Hrulus boiiste<l to Ik* Iwrnc,

That it) the end was left no moniment
Of Hrulus, nor of lUitons gK)ry auneient.
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37
Then vp arose a man of matchlesse might,

And wondrous wit to menage high affaires,

\Vlio stird with pitty of the stressed plight

Of this sad Realme, cut into sundry shaires

By such, as claymd themselues Brutes rightful!

haires,

Gathered the Princes of the people loose,

To taken counseU of their common cares
;

Who with his wisedoni won, him streight did

choose

Their king, and swore him fealty to win or loose.

Then made he head against his enimies, •

And Ymner slew, of Logris miscreate
;

Then Ruddoc and proud Staler, both allyes,

This of Alhanie newly nominate,

And that of Cambry king confirmed late.

He ouerthrew through his owne valiaunce
;

Wliose countreis he redus'd to quiet state,

And shortly brought to ciuill gouernaunce.

Now one, which earst were many, made through

variaunce.
39

Then made he sacred lawes, which somemen say
Were vnto him reueald in vision.

By which he freed the Traueilers high way.
The Churches part, and Ploughmans portion.

Restraining stealth, and strong extortion
;

The gracious Nunia of great Britanie

:

For till his dayes, the chiefe dominion
By strength was wielded without pollicie

;

Therefore lie firstworecrowne of gold for dignitie

.

40
Domcallo dyde (for what may Hue for ay ?)

And left twosonnes, ofpearelesscprowesscboth;
That sacked Rome too dcarely did iissay.

The recompence of their periured oth.

And ransackt GreeceweW tryde,when theywere
wroth

;

Besides subiected Fraunce, and Germany

,

VMiich yet their prayses sj:>eake,all be they loth,

And inly tremble at the memory
Of Brennus and Bellinus, kings of Britany.

41
Next them did Gurgunl, great Bellinus sonne
In rule succeedc, and eke in fathers prayse

;

He Easterland subdcwd,and Danmarke wonne.
And of them both did foy and tribute raise.

The which was dew in his dead fathers daycs :

He also gaue to fugitiucs of Sjmyne,
Wliom lie at sea found wandring from their

A seate in Ireland safely to remayne, [wayes.
Which they should hold of him, as subiect to

Britayne.

42
After him raigncd Gidtheline his haj're,

The iustest man and trewest in his dayes,

Who had to wife Dame Mertia the fayre,

A woman worthy of immortall prayse,

Which for this Reabne foundmanygoodly layes,

And wholesome Statutes to her husband
brought

;

Her many dcemd to haue beene of the Fayes,

As was Aegerie, that Numa tought

;

Those yet of her be Mertian lawes both nam'd
and thought.

43
Her sonne Sisilhis after her did rayne,

And then Kimarns, and then Daniiis
;

Next whom Morindus did the crowne sastaine,

Wlio, had he not with wrath outrageous,

And cruell rancour dim'd his valorous

And mightie deeds, should matched haue the

best

:

As well in that same field victorious

Against the forreine Morands he exprest

;

Yet hues his memorie, though carcas sleepe in

rest.

44
Fine sonnes he left begotten of one wife,

All which successiucly by turnes did raine
;

First Gorhoman a man of vertuous life
;

J

Next Archigald, who for his proud disdaine, |
Deposed was from Princedome soueraine,

And pitteous Elidure put in his sted ;

Wlio shortly it to him restord againe,

Till by his death he it recouered ;

But Peridure and Vigent him disthronized.

In wretched prison long he did rcniaine,

Till they outraigncd had their vtmost date,

And then therein reseized was againe,

And ruled long witli honorable state,

Till he surrendred Realme and life to fate.

Thenall the sonnes of these fine brethren raynd
By dew successe, and all their Ncphewcs late,

Euen thriseelcucn descents the crowne retaynd,

Till aged Hcly by dew heritage it gaynd.

46
He had two sonnes, whose eldest called Lud
Left of his life most famous memory,
And cndlesse moniments of his great good :

Tlie ruin'd wals he did rcaxlifye

Of Troynouant, gainst force of cnimy.

And built that gate, which of his name ijhight,

By which he lyes entombed solemnly.

He left two sonnes, too young to rule aright,

Androgens and Tenanlius, pictures of his might.
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47
hilst they were young, Cassibalane their Erne

'^ds by the people chosen in their sted,

{ho on him tooke the royall Diademe,

nd f;oodly well long time it gouerned,

ill the prowd Romanes him disquieted,

nd warlike Ccesar, tempted with the name
•f this sweet Island, neucr conquered,

nd enuying the Britons blazed fame,

hideous hunger of dominion) hither came.

48
t twise they were repulsed backc againe,

jid twise renforst, backe to their ships to fly,

he whiles with bloud they all the shore did

staine,

nd the gray Ocean into purple dy :

e had they footing found at last perdie,

larl not Androgens, false to natiue soylc,

nd enuious of Vncles soueraintie,

etrayd his contrey vnto forreine spoyle :

>ught vUe, but treason, from the first this land

did foylc.

49
by him Ccrsar got the victory,

hrough great bloudshe<l,and many asad assay,

\ which him selfe was charged hcauily

f hardy Nennius, whom he yet did slay,

ut lost his sword, yet to be scene this day.

henceforth this land was tributaric made
'ambitious Rome, and did their rule obay,

ill Arthur all that reckoning dcfrayd
;

t oft the IJriton kings against them strongly

swayd.

.50
xt him Tenanliits raigncd, then Kimheline,

Hiat time tireternall Lord in lU-sIily slimt-

nwomlx.'d was, from wrtt<hcd Adams line

fnirgc away the guilt of sinfull crime :

ioyous memorie of ha|>py time,

hat heaueiily grace so plenlcfHisly displayd
;

) trtf) hi^h ditty for my sim|)li' rime.)

X)rie after this the Romiiurs him warravd
;

r thai ihtir tribute he n fihil to lit Im- payd.

51

otl CUmdtiis, tliat next was Em|Kronr,
narrnvbroughl, and with him baltill fought,

' «In<li the king was by a Treadutour
ed slaiiic, ere atiy tlwreof thought :

> I . .isr<| not the bloiidy light for (»ught ;

or Aruirnf/ms brotlwrs plan- supplide,

oth in his nrmcs, an«l crowne, and by that

dr:nighi

id dri\ip the Roftutnrs to the wrakcr si«lr,

at tlicy to [K^K c aj;reetJ. .So all was pacifidr.

52
Was neuer king more highly magnifide.

Nor dred of Romanes, then was Aruirage,

For which the Emperour to him allide

His daughter Genniss' in marriage :

Vet shortly he renounst the vassalage

Of Rovie againe, who hither hastly sent

Vespasian, that with great spoile and rage
r'orwasted all, till Gemiissa gent

Perswaded him to ceasse,and her Lord to relent.

53
He dyde ; and him succeeded Marins,

\Vlio ioyd his dayes in great tranquillity,

Then Coyll, and after him good Lucius,

That first receiued Christianitie.

The sacred pledge of Christes Euangely
;

Yet true it is, tliat long Ix^fore that day
Hither came Joseph of Arimathy,

Whobroughtwitiihimth.'liolygrayle. (they say)

And preacht the truth, but since it greatly did
decay.

54
Tliis good kmg shortly without issew dide.

Whereof great trouble in the kingdome grew,

That (I'd her selfc in sundry parts diuidc.

And with her powre her owne selfe ouerthrew,

Whilest Romanes day ly did the weake subdew

:

Which seeing stout Bunduca, vp arose.

And taking amies, the Britons to her drew ;

With whom she marched streight against her

foes.

And them vnwares besides the Seucrne did

Tlierc she with them a cruell Uuiell tride.

Not with so good succe^se, as she deseruM ;

By reason that the ( aptaines on her side,

( orrupted by Paulinus, from her "^weru'd :

Yet such, as were through former flight prc-

scru'd,

Cathering againe. her Host slu- did nnew.
And with frrsh courage on the victom seru'd :

But Ih-ing all deffate<l. s;nie a few.

Rather then fly, or Ix* captiu'd her selfe she slew.

56
C) f.unons moniment of womens praise,

.Matchable filher to Semiramis,
Whom aniitiue history v) high doth raise.

Or to Ilvpsif'hiV or to Thomiris :

Her Host two liundrr<l thousand iumil)re<l is ;

Wlio whiK-s good fortiini- lauournl her might.
Trininphfti oft ag.iinst jicr t-ninns

;

Ami Vet though oucrcoiiK' in hapK-sso light.

She tnumpiutl on death, in eiuinics <!espi^;ht.
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57
.

Her reliques Fulgent haumg gathered,

Fought with Seuerus, and him ouerthrew

;

Yet in the chace was slaine of them, that fled :

So made thcni victours, whom he did subdew.

Then gan Caniusius tirannize anew,

And gainst the Romanes bent their proper

powre.

But him AUcdus treacherously slew, •
And took on him the robe of Empcroure :

Nath'lesse the same enioyed but short happy
howre

:

58

For Asdepiodale him ouercame.

And left inglorious on the vanquisht playne,

Without or robe, or rag, to hide his shame.

Then afterwards he in his stead did rayne
;

But shortly was by Coyll in battell slaine :

Who after long debate, since Lucies time.

Was of the Britom first crownd Soueraine :

Then gan this Realmerenewe herpassed prime

:

He of his name Coylchesler built of stone and
lime.

59
WTiich when the Romanes heard, they hithersent

Constantius, a man of mickle might.

With whom king Coyll made an agreement.

And to him gaue for wife his daughter bright,

Faire Helena, the fairest liuing wight

;

Who in all godly thewes, and goodly prayse

Did far excell, but was most famous hight

For skill in Musicke of all in her dayes.

Aswell incurious instruments, as cunning layes.

60

Of whom he did great Constaniine beget,

Who afterward was Emperour of Roni^ ;

To which whiles absent he his mind did set,

Octauius here lept into his roome.

And it vsurped by vnrighteous doome :

But he his title iustifide by might.

Slaying Traherne, and hauing ouercome
The Rotnane legion in dreadfull fight

:

So set tied he his kingdome,and confirmd his right

.

61

But wanting issew male, his daughter deare

He gaue in wedlocke to Maximian,
And him with her madeof his kingdome heyre,

W^ho soone by meanes thereof the Empire wan,
Till murdred by the friends of Gratian ;

Tlien gan the Ilunnes and Picts inuade this

land,

During the raignc of Maximinian
;

Wlio dying left none heire them to withstand.

But that they ouerran all parts with easie hand.

62

The weary Britons, whose war-hable youth
Was by Maximian lately led away,
With wretched miseries, and woefull ruth,

\\'ere to those Pagans made an open pray,

And dayly spectacle of sad decay :

Whom Romane warrcs, N\hich now foure

hundred yeares.

And more had wasted, could no whit dismay
;

Till by consent of Commons and of Peares,

They crownd the second Conslanlinc with

ioyous teares, ^

Who hauing oft in battelhvar.quished

Tliosespoileful]Picts,andswanningEasterlingSj

Long time in peace his Realme estabhshed.

Yet oft annoyd with sundry bordragings

Of neighbour Scots, and forrein Scatterlings,

With which the work! did in thosedayesabound:

Which to outbarre, with painefull pyonings

From sea to sea he heapt a mightie mound.
Which from Alcluid to Panwelt did that border

bound. ^
64

Three sonnes he dying left, all vnder age ;

By meanes whereof, their vncle Vorligere

Vsurpt the crowne, during their pupillage
;

Which th' Infants tutors gathering to feare,

Them closely into Armorick did beare :

Fordread ofwhom,and for those Picts annoyes,

He sent to Germanie, straunge aid to reare.

Fromwhence eftsoones arriued here three hoyes

Of Saxons, whom he for his saf^.tie imployes.

65
. .

Two brethren were their Capitains, which hight

Hengist and Horsus, well approu'd in warre,

And both of them men of rcnowmed might

;

Who making vantage of their ciuill iarre.

And of those forrt-inc rs, which came from farre,

Grew great, and got large portions of land.

That in the Reahiieere long they stronger arre,

Tlien they which sought at first their lielping

hand,

And Vortiger enforst the kingdome to aband.

66

But by the helpe of Vortimere his Sonne,

He is againe vnto his rule restord.

And Hengist seeming sad, for that was donne,

Rccciujd is to grace and new accord,

Through his faire daughters face, and flattring

word
;

Sooncaiter which, threehundredLordesheslew

Of British bloud, all sitting at his bord
;

Wliose doiefull moniments who list to rcw,

Th'etcrnallmarkesof treason xwixy ^i Stonheng

vew.
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67
ty this the sonnes of Constantine, which fled,

Ambrose and Vther did ripe years attalne,

\nd here arriuing, strongly challenged

rhe crowne, which Vortiger did long detaine :

iVho flying from his guilt, by them was slaine,

^nd Ilengisl eke soone brought to shamefull
death,

rhtncefortli Aiirelius peaceably did rajTie,

nilthat through poyson stoppedwas his breath;

3 now entombed lyes at Stoneheng by the

heath.
68

fter him VtJicr, which Pcndragon hight,

Succeding There abruptly il did end,

IVithout full ix)int, or other Cesure right,

Vs if the rest some wicked hand did rend,

Dr th'Authour selfe could not at least attend
Fo finish it : that so vnlimcly breach
Die Prince him selfe halfe seemelh to offend,

i('et secret ple-.isurc did oflence empeach,
nd wonder of anliquiiie long stoju his s|x-ach.

t last quite nuiislit wiiii delight, to heare
rhe royall Ofsjiring of his naliue land.

Vydeout,lX-ure count rey,0 how deurclydearc
Jught thyreinembr.iuiuA ,andiK'rix;tuall band
!3e to thy fosic-r Childe, that from thy hand
Did cornmun breath and nouriiure receauc ?

low brutish is it not to vnderstand,
low much to her we owe, that all vs gaue,
liat gaue vnto vs all, what euer g(XKl wc liaue.

Lit Giiyon all this while his Ixxike did read,

Sc vet liiLS ended : for il was a gnat
Vnd ample volume, that dcth far excead
•ly liasure, so l(jiig Ic-aues litre to re|)eat

:

t tol<l, how first I'rotnrlficiis did create

^ man, of many partes from Ixaiits (kriuul,
Wid then stole lire from heauen, to anitnate
lis worke, for which he was by lour depriue«l

[ life him selfe, and harl-slriiigs of an .Kgle
riucd.

7'
• -nan so made, he lalh d /•//•. to wci t

. the first atiiliour of all lUin kind :

> ho wandring through the world with wearir
f<-«f

.

'ins of Adottis (il <1

iri', whom he <lc( md in mind
o Ik- no (arihly \\\y)\\, hut lillu-r Sj»right,

»r Angill, th'authour of all W(tman kind ;

1uT« f.,rc u I'liy he her according hight,
f whr»fii all Fitrryrs 'pring, and fetih their
lignagc right.

Of these a mightie people shortly grew,
And puissaunt kings, which all the world
warrayd,

And to them selues all Nations did subdew ;

The first and eldest, which that scepter swayd.
Was Elfin ; him all India obayd,
And all that now Anurica men call

:

Next him was noble Elfinan, who la\d
Cleopolis foundation first of all

:

But Elfiline enclosd it with a golden wall.

73
II is Sonne was Elfinell, who ouercame
The w ickcd Gobbelines in bloudy field :

But Eljant was of most renowmcd fame.
Who all of Christall did Panthca build :

Tlien Elfiir, who two brethren gyants kild,

The one of w hich had tw oheads, th'othcr three

:

Then Elfinor, who was in Magick skild
;

lie built by art vj)on the glassy See
A bridge of bras, wliose sound heauens thunder

secm'd to bee.

74
He left three sonnes, the which in order ra\Tid,

And all their Ofs|)ring, in their dew discents,

Euen seuen hundred Princes. which maintaynd
With might iediedi'slhfirsundrygouernments;
That Wire too long their inlinite contents
Here to record, ne much materiall

:

Vet shoulfl they be most famous monimenls.
And braue ensample, both of martiall,

/\nd ciuill rule to kings and states imiK'riall.

75
After all the^c Elfidcos did rayne,

The wise Flfidfos 'n great Maitstie,

Who mightily that scepter did sustaync.
And vith ridi spoiK-s and famous victorie.

l)i<l high a<liKUMKe the crowne of Faery :

lie Kft two sonnes, of which faitc Eljrron
The ildest brotlur did vntimely dy

;

\\ hose emptie place the mightie Oltrron

Doubly snpplide, in siKuisdl, and dominion.

(Ireat was his iK)Wcr and gloric oner m11.

Which him Infore, that sa<rcd seate (1<I fill,

'Iliat vet nniaini^ his wide niemoriall :

Me dying lift the fain-st TatutmiU,
Him to succivde therein, by his last will :

lainrand nobler liu(th none this how re,

Ne like in gnicf. nc like in Karned skill :

Therefore thev67<»rf'(;M mil that glorious flow r«>

Lung nla^'^l \\w\\ Glorian Hue, in glory and
great jjowrc.
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Beguild thus with dehght of nouelties,

And naturall desire of countreys state.

So long they red in those antiquities,

That how the time was fled, they quite forgate,

Till gentle Alma seeing it so late,

Perforce their studies broke, and them be-

sought

To thinke, how supper did them long awaite.

So halfe vnwilling from their bookes them
brought.

And fairely feasted, as so noble knights she

ought.

Cant. XL

The enimies of Temperaunce

besiege lier divelling place :

Prince Arthur them repelles, andjowle

Maleger doth deface.

I

What warre so cruell, or what siege so sore,

As that, which strong affections do apply
Against the fort of reason euermore
To bring the soule into captiuitie

:

Their force is fiercer through infirmitie

Of the fraile flesh, relenting to their rage.

And exercise most bitter tyranny
Vpon the jjarts, brought into their bondage :

No wretchednesse is like to sinful! velienac[e.

But in a body, which doth freely \eeld

Ilis partes to reasons rule obedient.

And letteth her that ought the sceiitcr wceld,

All happy peace and goodly gouernment
Is setled there in sure establishment

;

There Alma like a virgin Queene most bright,

Doth florish in all bcautie excellent

:

And to herguestesdothbounteousbanket dight,
Attempred goodly well for health and for

delight.

Early before the Morne with crcmosin ray,

The windowes of bright hcauen oi)ened had,

Through which into the world the dawning da\-

Might looke, that maketh cu*.r\- creature glad.

Vprose Sir Giiyon, in bright armour clad.

And to his purposd iourney him prc])ar'd :

With him the Palmer eke in habit sad.

Him selfe addrest to that aduenture hard :

So to the riuers side they both together far'd.

Wliere them awaited ready at the ford

The Ferriman, as Alma had behight,

W^ith his well rigged boate : They go abord.

And he eftsoones gan launch his barke forth-

right.

Ere long they rowed were quite out of sight

And fast the land behind them fled away.
But let them pas, whiles windand weather right

Do serue their turnes: here I a while must stay.

To see a cruell fight doen by the Prince this day.

For all so soone, as Guyon thence was gon
Vpon his voyage with his trustie guide.

That wicked band of villeins fresh begon
That castle to assaile on euery side.

And lay strong siege about it far and wide.

So huge and infinite their numbers were.

That all the land they vnder them did hide
;

So fowle and vgly, that exceeding feare

Their visages imprest, \\hen they approched

neare. |
6

Themin twelue troupes theirCaptaindid dispart

And round about in fittest steades did place,

\Miere each might best offend his proper part,

And his contrary obiect most deface.

As euery one seem'd meetest in that cace. I
Seuen of the same against the Castle gate,

In strong entrenchments he did closely place,

Which with incessaunt force and endlesse hate.

They battred day and night, and entraunce did

awate.

7

The other fine, fine sundry wayes he set,

Against the fine great Bulwarkes of that pile,

And vnto each a Bulwarke did arret,

T'assayle with oi)en force or hidden guile,

In hope thereof to win victorious spoile.

They all that charge did ferucntly api)ly, J
With greedie malice and imjiortune toyle, %
And planted there their huge artillery.

With which they dayly made most dreadful)

battery.

8

Tlie first troupe was a monstrous rabltment

Of fowle misshapen wights,of which some were

HeadedlikeOwles, with beckes vncomelvbcnt,
Others like Dogs, others like Gryphons dreare.

And some had wings, and some had clawts to

teare.

And euery one of them had Lynces eyes,

.And euery one did bow and arrowes bcare :

All those were lawlcsse lustes, corrupt enui

And couetous aspectcs, all cruell enimies

ie||
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Dse same against the bulwarke of the SigJu

id lay strong siege, and battailous assault,

e once did yield it respit day nor night,

ut soone as Tilati gan his head exault,

nd soone againe as he his light with hault,

tieir wicked engins they against it bent

;

liat is each thing, by which the eyes may fault,

ut two then all more huge and violent,

autie, and money, they that Bulwarke
sorely rent.

e second Bulwarke was the Hearing sence,

ainst which the second troupe dessignment

rnakc-s ;

>eformed creatures, in straunge difference,

>me hauing hc-ads like Harts, some like to

Snakes,

Dme like wild Bores late rouzd out of the brakes;

launderous reprochcs, and fowle infamies,

eii^ings, backbytings, and vaine-glorious

crakes,

lad counsels, prayses, and false flatteries.

I those ag-aiiist that fort did Ixnd their

batteries.
1

1

cewi.se thai s.irne third Tort, that is iheSmdl
f tliat third trou|>e was cruelly assayd :

/hoj^ehidrousshaiK-swereliketofeendsofhcll,

:>mcliketohounds,somelike to Apes,dismayd,

^me like to I'uttockes, all in pliiiiics arayd :

II shap't according their conchtions,

or by those vgly formes weren pourtrayd,

oolish delights and fond abusions,

uch do that sence Ix-siege w ith light illusions.

12

d that fourth band, which cruclli)atlry Ixiit,

t the fourth Bulwarke. that is the Tasl,

i.i-. .is the rest, a grysie rablement,

Dmc tnoutli'd likegreedy Oystrigcs, some fast

' '' p;ithlyT()a(!es,S()tnef:i.shir)iu'<l inthewiust

Aitie ; for so clcformd is luxury,

I, Mjisflict, and vntlirifiie wast,

feasts, and idle suj)erli\iity :

I those this scnccs Fort iLs.siiyle iiices-siintly.

t^

It the fift trniijK' mf>sl horrible of lu-w,

nd ruTcr of force, was dreadfull to re|»ort :

ors'iiiiflikcSn,iilrs,somc<lid like ''pyders shew

,

nd sotiic like v^lv Vr< bins thii ke :ind short :

rnillv they iLssaylcd th;it lift I'ori,

riiied with darts of sensuall deli(.;ht,

/itli stin^^s of nirnall liist,:md strong effort

'f feeling pleasures, with whi< h day and ni^;lit

' that s;imc lift bulwarke thev fontinucd

14
Thusthese twelue troupeswithdreadfullpuissance
Against that Castle restlesse siege did lay.

And euermore their hideous'Ordinance

\'ix)n the Bulwarkes cruelly did play.

That now it gan to threaten neare decay :

And euermore their wicked Capitaine

Prouoked them the breaches to assay,

Somtimes with threats, somtimes with hope
of gaine,

\\ hich by the ransack of that peece they should

attaine.
15

On th'other side, th'assieged Castles ward
Tlieir stedfast stonds did mightily maintaine,

And many bold repulse, and many hard

Atchieuement wrought with {x-rill and with

paine,

That goodly frame from mine to sustaine :

And those two brethren Giants did defend

The walks so stoutly w ith their sturdie mairic.

That neuer entrance any durst pretend.

But they to direfull death their groning ghosts

did send. ^16

Tlie noble virgin, I^die of the place,

Was nuich dismayed with that dreadfull sight •

For neuer was she in so euill cace,

Till that the Prince seeing her wofull j^light.

Can her recomfort from so sad alTrif^ht,

Offring his seruice, and his dearest life

For her defence, against that Carle to tight,

Which was their chiefe and th'author of tliat

strife

:

She him rcmercitd as the Patrone of her life.

Eftsooncs himselfe in glittenu.d armis he ilight,

And his well proued weapons to him hent

;

So taking courteous conjjc he Ixhight,

Tliose gates to Ix; vnlKir'd. and forth he went.

Faire mote he thee, the prowest and most ^ent.

That euer brandislud brij^hl Steele on hye :

Whom s<H)ne as that vniuly rablement,

With his ^ay S<juire issuing did espy.

They reard a most outrageous dreadfull yelling

And therewith all attonce at him let lly

'nieirflutlrin^;airowes,thitkias(l.ikes()f snow.

An<l round about him Hoeke ini|K-tnouslv.

Like a ^rtat water tI«io<l, that tonil)lin^ low

I' lorn tlie hi^li inonntaines, thieals tooueilldw

With Middein fury all the fertile plaine.

;\ ndt he s;idhusl>;indniansl()n^ho|K.' doth throw

A dowiie the strcame. and all his vowcs make
vaine, (sustaine.

Nor l»ounds nor banks his headlong ruinc muy
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Vpon his shield their heaped hayle he bore,

And with his sword disperst the raskall flockes,

Wliich fled a sunder, and him fell before,

As withered leaues drop from their dried

stockes, [locks

;

When the wroth Western wind does reaue their

And vnder neath him his courageous steed,

The fierce5'/>;/;;zac?(3rtrodethemdownelikedocks,

The fierce Spiimador borne of hcauenly seed :

Such as Laomedon of Phccbus race did breed.

20

Which suddeine horrour and confused cry,

When as their Captaine heard, in haste heyode.
The cause to weet, and fault to remedy

;

Vpon a Tygre swift and fierce he rode,

That as the winde ran vnderncath his lode,

Whileshislonglegsnighraughtvntotheground;

Full large he was of limbe,and shoulders brode,

But of such subtile substance and vnsound.

That like a ghost he seem'd, whose graue-

clothes were vnbound.

21

And in his hand a bended bow was scene.

And many arrowes vnder his right side,

All deadly daungerous, all cruell keene,

Headed with flint, and feathers bloudie dide,

Such as the Indians in their quiuers hide
;

Those could he well direct and streight as line,

And bid them strike the marke, w hich he had
eyde,

Ne was theresalue, ne was there medicine,

That mote recure their wounds : so inly they

did tine.
22

As pale and wan as ashes was his Icoke,

His bodie leane and meagre as a rake.

And skin all withered like a dryed rooke.

Thereto as cold and drery as a Snake,
That seem'd to tremble euermore, and quake :

All in a canuas thin he was bcdight.

And girded witli a belt of twisted brake,

Vpon his head lie wore an Helmet light,

Made of a dead mans skull, that seem'd a
ghastly sight.

Mnleger was his name, and after him,
There follow'd fast at iiand two wicked Hags,
Witli hoarie lockes all loose, and visage grim

;

Their feet vnshod, their bodies wrapt in rags,

And both as swift on foot, as chased Stags
;

And yet the one her other Icgge had lame,
Which with a staffe, all full of litle snags
She did su])port, and Impotence her name :

But th'other wiis Impulicnce, arm'd with raging

flame.

24
Soone as the Carle from farre the Prince espyde,

Glistring in amies and w^arlike ornament,
His Beast he felly prickt on cither syde,

And his mischicuous bow full rcadie bent.

With which at him a cruell shaft he sent:

But he was warie, and it warded well

Vpon his shield, that it no furtlicr went,

But to the ground the idle quarrell fell

:

Then he another and another did cxpell.

VMiich to preuent, the Prince his mortall speare

Soone to him raught, and fierce at him did

ride.

To be auenged of that shot whyleare :

But he was not so hardie to abide

That bitter stownd, but turning quicke aside

His light-foot beast, fled fast away for feare :

Whom to pursue, the Infant after hide,

So fast as his good Courser could him beare,

But labour lost it was, to weene approcli him
neare.

26

For as the winged wind his Tigre fled.

That vew of eye could scarse liim ouertake,

Ne scarse his feet on ground were scene to trcd;

Through hils and dales he speedie way did

make,
Ne hedge ne ditch his readie passage brake,

And in his flight the villein turn'd his face,

(^\s wonts the Tartar by the Caspian lake.

When as the Russian him in fight does chace)

Vnto his Tygres taile, and shot at him apace.

27

Apace he shot, and yet he fled apace,

Still as the greedy knight nigh to him drew,

And oftentimes he would relent his pace,

That him his foe more fiercely should pursew

:

Who when his vncouth manner he did vew.

He gan auize to follow him no more.

But keepe his standing, and hisshafte eschew,

Vntill he quite had spent his perlous store,

And then assayle him fresh, ere he could shift

for more.

28

But that lame Hag, still as abroad he strew

His wicked arrowes, gathered tlicm againc.

And to him brouglit, fresii battell to renew :

Which he espying, cast her to restraine

I'^roni }'ielding succour to that cursed Swaine,

And her attaching, thought lier hands to tye
;

But soone as him di>^mounted on the plaine,

Tliat other Hag did farre away esjiy

Binding her sister, she to him ran hastily.
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29

id catching hold of him, as downe he lent,

lim backward ouerthrew, anddowne him stayd
Vith their rude hands and griesly graplement,

111 that the villein comming to their ayd,

I'poa him fell, and lode vix)n him layd
;

•"uU litle wanted, but he had him slaine,

^nd of the battell baleful! end had made,

iad not his gentle Squire beheld his painc,

rtd corameu to his reskew, ere his bitter bane.

) greatest and most glorious thing on ground

yiay often need the helpe of weaker hand
;

k) feeble is mans state, and life vnsound,

rhat in assurance it may neuer stand,

fill it dissolued be from earthly band.

r*roofe be thou Prince, the prowest man aliue,

\nd noblest borne of all in Brilayne land
;

i'et thee fierce P'ortune did so nearely driue,

liat had not grace thee blest, tliou shouldest

not suruiue.

31

he Squire arriuing, fiercely in his armcs
jnattlit first the one, and then the other lade,

tiis cliiefesr lets and authors of his harmes,

Wlthemperforcewithliei;witlithreatne<l blade,

Least that his Lord they should Ix'hind inuad.^

:

Die whiles the Prince prickt with reprochfuli

shame,

\s one awakt out of long slombring shade,

Keuiuing thought of glorie and of fame,

ni»ed all his jxiwres to purge himselfe from
blame.

ike as a fire, the which in hollow cniie

[lath long bene vnderkept, and downesiipprcst,

A'ith murmurous disdaine doth inly raue,

\nd gruflgi-, in so strciglit prison to be i)rest,

\t last brtiikfs fortli with furious vnrest,

•Xnd striucs to mount vnto his natiue seat
;

Ml that did earst it hinder and moli-st,

llnowdcuoiinswithllariicsandsrorchinghc-jit,

ml carries into smotike with rage and horror

great.

» mightily the Jirilon Prina* him rou7.<l

)ut of his hold, aiul broke his r.iitiue IkukIs,

\ndasa Ik-are whom angry currcs haiie toii/d,

; ^l^lkl tliiin.an<l es<-.ipt their haiicls.

.lore fell.ati'l all that him witiislan<ls

I rt-udi downe and ouerthrowc-s. Now had
till Carlo

U-<l from his Tigrc, and his hands
luirfjed of his lx)W and dradly (juar'lc,

> seize v|M)n lii:i foe flat lying on the marie.

> SI'ENSLK

34
Which now him turnd to disauantage deare

;

For neither can he fly, nor other harme.

But trust vnto his strength and manhood meare,
Sithnowheis farrefromhis monstrous swarme.
And of his weapons did himselfe disamie.

The knight yet wrothfull for his late disgrace.

Fiercely aduaunst his valorous right amie,
And him so sore smote w ith his yron mace.

That groucling to the ground he fell, and fild

his place.

35
Well \vcene<i he, that field was tlien his owne,
And all his labour brought to happie end,

When suddein vp the villein ouerthrow ne,

Out of his swowne arose, fresh to contend.

And gan himselfe to second battell bend,

As hurt he had not bene. Thereby there lay

An huge great stone, which stood Nponone end.

And had not bene remoued many a day
;

Some land-marke seem'd to be, or sigr.e of

sundry wav.

36
Tlie same he snatcht, and with exceeding sway
Tlirew at his foe, who was right well aware
To shunne the cngin of his meant decay ;

It booted not to thinke that throw to beare.

But ground he gaue, imd lightly leapt areare;

Fft fierce returning, as a Faulcon faire

That once hath failed of her souse full neare,

Remounts againe into the open aire,

And VTito better fortiuie doth her selie prepaire.

37
So braue returning, with his brandLshl blade,

He to the Carle himselfe againe addrcst.

And strooke at him so sternely, that he made
An o|K'n |);us.s;i<^'e through his riuen bri>t.

lliat halfc the Steele Uhind his luck did rest

;

Which drawing backe, he lotjktd euermore
W Inn the hart bloud should gush out of his

(best.

Or his dead corse sh< uld f.ill vpon tin- llore ;

l!iu hisdiatl c( rs( vjKjn the llore fellnathemore.

3-^

Ne drop of bloud njiiH-ared shed to I ec.

All were the wounde >(> wide ajul v. onderous.

That throughhisiarkasstoiu iniglitpl.iinelyscc;

liaUe in a nui/e with horror hidious,

;\nd halfe in rage, to W dehideil thus,

Againe through both the sides he strooke him
• plight.

That made his spright to grone full piltous;

\'tl nathemore forth Med his groning spright,

Bui fn-shly as at first
, prepard himselfe to fight.
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39
Thereat he smitten was with great affright,

And trembhng terror did his hart apall,

Ne wist he, what to thinke of that same sight,

Ne what to say, ne what to doe at all

;

He doubted, least it were some magicall

Illusion, that did beguile his sense.

Or wandring ghost, that wanted funerall,

Or aerie spirit vnder false pretence.

Or helUsh feend raysd vp through diuelish

science.
40

His wonder farre exceeded reasons reach,

That he began to doubt his dazeled sight,

And oft of error did himselfe appeach

:

Flesh without bloud, a person without spright,

Wounds without hurt, a bodiewithout might,

That could doe harme, yet could not harmed
bee.

That could not die, yet seem'd a mortall wight,

That wa5 mo>t strong in most infirmitee
;

Like did he neuer heare, like did he neuer see.

41

A while he stood in this astonishment, r~ .

Yet would he not for all his great dismay-^
Giue ouer to effect his first intent, o^_- j
And th'vtmost meanes of victorie assay, y
Or th'vtmost issew of his owne decay. jsT'

His owne good sword Morddure, that neuer

fayld c>
At need, till now, he lightly threw away, %y
And his bright shield, that nought him now

auayld, o^
And with his naked hands him forcibly assayld.

Ŵhich when

44
^

Nigh his wits end then woxe th'amazed knight,

And thought his labour lost and trauell vaine,

Against this lifelesse shadow so to fight

:

Yet life he saw, and felt his mightie maine,

That whileshe marueildstill,didstillhimpaine:
For thy he gan some other wayes aduize,

How to take life from that dead-liuing swaine,

Whom still he marked freshly to arize

From th' earth, and from her wombe new spirits

to reprize.

45
lie then remembred well, that had bene sayd,

Howth'Earthhismotherwas,and firsthim bore;

She eke so often, as his life decayd,

Did life with vsury to him restore.

And raysd him vp much stronger then before,

So soone as he vnto her wombe did fall

;

Therefore toground he would himcast nomore,
Ne him commit to graue terrestriall,

But beare him farre from hope of succour vsuall.

42

Twixt his two mightie armcs him vp he snatcht,

Adowne
That backe againe it did aloft rcbownd,

And gaue against his mother earth a gronefull

sownd. -f^
43 .

.

As when loues harnesse-bearing Bird from hie

Stoupes at a flying heron with proud disdaine,

The stone-dead quarrey fals so forciblie.

That it rebounds against the lowly plaine,

A second fall redoubling backe againe.

Then thought the Prince all jK-rill sure was past,

And tluit he victor onely did remaine
;

No sooner thought, then that the Carle as fast

Gan heap huge strokes on him. as ere he downe
was cast.

46
Tho vp he caught him twixt his puissant hands,

And hauing scruzd out of his carrion corse

The lothfuU life, now loosd from sinfuU bands,

Vpon his shoulders carried him perforse

Aboue three furlongs, taking his full course,

Vntill he came vnto a standing lake ;

Him thereinto he threw without remorse,

Ne stird, till hope of life did him forsake
;

So end of that Carles dayes, and his owne paines

did make.

47
those wicked Hags from farre

did spy.

... ,
'"! ^^[

T- ,,\j Like two mad dogs they ran about the lands,
And crusht his carkasse so agamst his brest^

^^^^^ ^j^,^^^^ ^^ ^^^^-^ ^^.J^ ^^^^^^^^^1 Hi
That the f;sdainfull soule he thence dispatjit, t^ throwing away her broken chaines and bands,
And th idle brea h all vtterly exprest : V ^^^^ ^^J ^^^,^^j^^ j^^^ ^^^^. ^^^ brands,
Tho when he felt hirn dead, a downe he kest

J^ ^^^^ j^-^^^^^^^ ^.^ ^^^^ .^^^^ -j^^^ y^^^^
The lumpish corse vnto the senselesse grownd ;y ^^^ in7poleme with her owne wilfull hands,

he kest it with so puissant wrest, \J r\ c 1 r 7 \ ^ * a- a *r.\.^
, . _. .. .-^ .1:,, _,'_f^ „ u_ 1 <S One of Malegers cursed darts did take.

So riu'd her trembling hart, and wicked end

did make.

48
Thus now alone he conquerour remaines ;

Tho comming to his Squire, that kept his steed.

Thought to haue mounted, but his feeble vaines

Him faild thereto, and serued not his need,

Through k)sse of bloud, which from his wounds

did bleed.

That he began to faint, and life decay

:

But his good Squire him helping vp with speed,

With stedfast hand vpon his horse did stay.

And led him to the Castle by the beaten way.
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49
here many Groomes and Squiers readie were,

'0 take him from his steed full tenderly,

jid eke the fairest Ahia met him there

I'ith balme and wine and costly spicery,

'0 comfort him in his iiifirmity ;

iftsoones she causd him vp to be conuayd,

jid of his armes despoyled easily,

n sumptuous bed she made him to be layd,

id all the while his wounds were pressing, by
him stayd.

y/ / Cant. XII\
.^

^06rCOCOC'X.''X:'3C'^'X'>C\"'C'5C^XO

>
Guyon, by Pahners goiieniance,

' passing through perils great,

Volh ouerthroTv tlie Boivre oj blisse,

and Acrasie defeat.

I

>w pins this goodly frame of Temperance
airely to rise, and her adorned hed

pricke of hij,'hest praise forth to aduance,
"ormerly grounded, and fast scttelcd

>n firme foundation of true lx)untihcd
;

md this braue knight, that for that vertue

fights,

»ow comes to point of that same [Krilous stcd.

Vhere Pleasure dwclles in scnsuall delights,

jngst thousand dangers, and ten thousiind

magick mights.

2

vo dayes now in that sea he sayled has,

s'e cucT land beheld, ne lining wight,

»c ought s;iue jK-rill, still as he did pas :

'ho when ap|K.ar(.-«l the third Morrow bright.

jwn the wanes to sprcd her treml)liiig light,

u\ hideous nxiring farre away they heard,
lull all their senso tilled with alTriglit,

iiid streight they s:iw the raging surges rejird

> to the skyes, tluil tlitin of drowning made
affiord.

id then the lioteman, I'alnur stere aright,

Uid kee}>e an etien rours** ; for yoiuler way
Vc iieeiles mubt jklssc (God do vs Well ac-
•luight.)

riiat iH the Guljr of (ireedinesse, they Siw.
1i.it decjic cngorgrth all this worldos prav :

S'hi« h hauirig swallowd vp excessiuely,

Ml vomit vp ngaine dmh lay,

ill forth his sn|wrlluitv,

"l'^' for (cure do scetiic away to My.

On th'other side an hideous Rocke is pight.

Of mightie Magnes stone, whose craggie clift

Depending from on high, dreadfull to sight,

Ouer the wanes his rugged armes doth Uft,

And threatneth downe to throw his ragged rift

On who so commeth nigh
;
yet nigh it drawes

All passengers, that none from it can shift

:

P'orwhiles they fly that Gulfes deuouring iawes,

They on this rock are rent, and sunck in help-

lesse wawes.

5
Forward they passe,and stronglyhethem rowes,

Vntill they nigh vnto that Gulfe arriue,

Wherestreamemore violent andgreedygrowes:

Then he with all his puissance doth striue

To strike his oares, and mightily doth driue

Thj hollow vessell through the threatfull waue,

Which gaping wide, to swallow them aliue,

In th'huge abysse of his enguliing gjraue,

Doth rore at them in vaine, and with great

terror raue.

6

They passing by, that griesly mouth did see,

Sucking the sciis into his entralles deepe,

That seem'd more horrible then hell to bee,

Or that darke dreadfull hole of Tarlarc sttx-jx*,

Through which the damned ghosts doen often

creejK'

Backe to the world, bad liners to torment

:

Ikit nought that fall* into this direfuU deepe,

Ne that approcheth nigh the wide descent.

May backe relume, but is condemned to be

drent.

7
On th'other side, they saw that ix'rilous Rocke,
Threalning it selfe on them to ruinate.

On whose sharpe difis theril)s of vi-ssels broke,

Andshiueredshi|>s.whichluullK'ne wrecked lale,

Vet stuck, with carkasscs exanimate
Of such, as hauing all their sul»stance si>cnt

In wanton ioyes, and lustes intein|H.rate,

Did afterwards make shijiwracke violent.

Both of their life, and fame for tuer fowly blent.

8

For thy. this hight The Koike c/vile Kcproeh,

A daungerons and deti-stable phuv.
To which nor fish nor fowle did once approch,
H<it yelling Mcawes, >> illi Siagulles hoar>e and

Ixice,

And Corniovrants. w ith l)ir<ls of rauenous rare,

NVhidi still sate waiting on that wasttnll cliit,

I'or s|>ovle of wretches, whose vnliap|iie oice.

Alter lost crc"«iite and ((insunied thrift.

At last lliemdriueiiliath to l)iisdes|taircfull drift.
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The Palmer seeing them in safetie past,

Thus said ; Behold th'ensamples in our sights,

Of lustful! luxurie and thriftlesse wast

:

What now is left of miserable wights,

Which spent their looser daies in lewd delights,

But shame and sad reproch, here to be red.

By these rent reliques, speaking their ill plights ?

Let all that liue, hereby be counselled.

To shunne Rocke of Reproch, and it as death to

dred.

10

So forth they rowed, and that Ferryman
With his stiffeoares did brush the sea so strong,

That the hoare waters from his frigot ran,

And the light bubbles daunced all along.

Whiles the salt brine out of thebillowes sprong.

At last farre ofif they many Islands spy,

On euery side floting the floods emong

:

Then said the knight, Loe I the land descry.

Therefore old Syre thy course do thereunto

apply.

II

That may not be, said then the Ferryman
Least we vnweeting hap to be fordonne

:

For those same Islands,seeming now and than^

Are not firme lande, nor any certein wonne,
But straggling plots, which to and fro do ronne

In the wide waters : therefore are they hight

The ivandring Islands. Therefore doe tliem

shonne

;

For they haue oft drawne many a wandring
wight

Into most deadly daunger and distressed plight.

12

Yet well theyseeme to him, that farre doth vew,

Bothfaire and fruitfull,and the ground dispred
With grassie greene of delectable hew,

And the tall trees with leaues apparelled,

Are deckt with blossomesdyde in white and red,

That mote the passengers thereto allure
;

But whosoeuer once hath fastened

His foot thereon, may neuer it recure,

But wandreth euer more vncertein and vnsure.

13
As th'Isle of Delos whylome men report

Amid th' Aegcean sea long time did stray,

Ne made for shipping any certaine port.

Til! that Latona traueiling that way.
Flying from lunoes wrath and hard assay.

Of her faire twins was there deliuercd,

Whicli afterwards did rule the night and day
;

Thenceforth it firmely was established.

And for ApoUoes honor highly berried.

14
They to him hearken, as besecmeth meete,
And passe on forward : so their way does ly,

That one of those same Islands, which doe fleet

In the wide sea, they needes must passen by,
Whicli seemd so sweet and pleasant to the eye,

That it would tempt a man to touchen there :

Vpon the banck tliey sitting did espy
A daintie damzell, dressing of her heare.

By whom a litle skippet floting did appeare.

She them espying, loud to them can call.

Bidding tlicm nigher draw vnto the sliore
;

For she had cause to busie them withal!

;

And therewith loudly laught : But nathemore
Would they once turne, but kept on as afore :

\Miich when she saw, she left her lockes vn-

dight.

And running to her boat withouten ore

From the departing land it launched light,

And after tliem did driue with all her power and
might.

i6

Whom ouertaking, she in merry sort

Them gan to bord, and purpose diuersly,

Now faining dalliance and wanton sport,

Now throwing forth lewd words immodestly
j

Till that the Palmer gan full bitterly

Her to rebuke, for being loose and light

.

Which not abiding, but more scornefully

Scoffing at him, that did her iustly wite,

She turnd her bote about, and from them rowed
quite.

17

Tliat was the wanton Phcedria, which late

Did ferry him ouer the Idle lake :

Whom nought regarding, they kept on their

gate.

And all her vaine allurements did forsake,

When them the wary Boatcnian thus bespake;

Here now bchoueth vs well to auj-se.

And of our safetie good heede to take
;

For here before a perlous passage lyes,

Wliere many Mermayds haunt, making false

melodies.

i8

But by the way, there is a great Quicksand,
And a whirlepoolc of liidden ieopardy.

Therefore, Sir Palmer, kecpe an euen hand
;

For twixt tliem lx)th tlie narrow way dotli ly.

Scarsehad he said, when hjrd at hand tlicyspy

Tliat quicksand nigli with water couered ;

But by tlie checked waue tliey did descry

It plaine, and by the sea discoloured

:

It called was the quicksand of Vnlhrijlyhed.
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^9

ley passing by, a goodly Ship did see,

aden from far with precious merchandize,

jid brauely furnished, as ship might bee,

iiTiich through great disauenture, or mesprize,

ler selfe had runne into that hazardize
;

^liosemarinersandmerchantswithmuchtoyle,

abour'd in vaine, to haue recur'd their prize,

iud the rich wares tosauefrompitteous s[X)yle,

It neither toyle nor trauell might her backe
recoyle.

20

I th'other side they see that perilous Poole,

"hat called was the WhirlepooU J decay,

n uhich full many had with haplesse doole

siincke, of whom no memorie did stay :

; circled waters rapt with whirling sway,

,ike to a restlesse wheele, still running round,

>id couet, as they passed by tliat way,

"o draw their boate within the vtmost bound
his wide Labyrinth, and then to haue them
dround.

21

It th'heedfuU Boateman strongly forth did

stretch

lis brawnie armcs, and all his body straine,

Ijatth'vtmostsandy breach tlity shortly fetch,

^"hilcs the dred daunger does behind remaine.

uddcine they see from midst of all the Maine,

he surging uaters like a mountaine rise,

.nd the great sea puft vj) with proud disdainc,

b swell al>jue the measure of his guise,

threatning to deuoure all, that his powre
despise.

22

ic waucs come rolling, and the billowcs rore

>iitragioiisly, a.s they enraged were,

>r wrathfull Sepliuu did them tlriue l)eforc

lis whirling charet, for exceeding feare :

or not one piilfe of wind there did ap|)earc,

liat all the three thereat woxe much afravcl,

nwceting.wiiats ichh'>rroiirstraiitigedi<lrt.arc.

'hey saw iui hideous hoJLst arrayd,
.1 monsters, such us lining scnce

di^iiiuyd.

1st vgly sliapos, an<l liorrible as[x?cts,

" h as I)unie Nature selic mote feare to see,

I'lic, that cuer should mi f«»wle defects
'"ill her nu»st cunning hand es<^a|»ed bcc ;

II (ireudfull ixnjrtraic ts of deformiiee :

lica«lc<i llydraes, und st-a-slunildring

'ii»h alllishes makcto flee,

.arui'd with silucrscalcft,

ijhly Monotcros, with immcasurcd taylcs.

24
The dreadfull Fish, that hath deseru'd the name
Of Death, and Uke him lookes in dreadfull hew,

The gritsly Wasserman, that makes his game
The Hying ships with swiftnesse to pursew.

The horrible Sea-satyre, that doth shew
His fearefull face in time of greatest storme.

Huge Ziffuis, whom Mariners eschew

Xo lesse, then rockes, (as trauellers informe,)

And greedy Rosnwnnes with visages deforme.

25
All these, and thousand thousands many more.
And more deformed Monsters thousand fold.

With dreadfull noise, and hollow rombling rore.

Came rushing in the fomy waues enrold,

Whicli seem'd to fly for feare, them to behold:

Ne wonder, if these did the knight appall

;

For all that here on earth we dreadfull hold,

Be but as bugs to fearen babes withall,

Compared to the creatures in tlie seas entrall.

26
Feare nought, (then said the Palmerwell auiz'd;)
For these same Monsters are not these in deed.

But are into these fearefull shapes disguiz'd

By that same wicked witch, to worke vs dreed,

And draw from on this iourney to jiroceede.

Tho Ufting vp his vertuous stalTe on hye.

He smote the sea, which calmed was with ^jx-ed,

And all that dreadfull Armie fast gan live

Into great Ttlhys bobome, where tliev hidden

lye.

Quit from that daunger, forth their course they

kept.

And as they went, they heard a riiefull cry

Of one, that wayld and piltifully wept.

That through the sea the n-bouncling jilaints

did lly :

At List they in an Island ditl espv

A seemely Maiden, sitting bv the shore,

'lliat with great sorrow and s;ul agony,
Seeinetl some great misfortune to deplore.

And lowd to them for succour called eucrnu re.

2S

Whirh Cuyou hearing, streight his Palmer luul.

To stere the lK)ate towards that dclefull Mayd,
That he might know, and ease her sorrow sad :

Who him aui/.ing Utter, to him sayd ;

I'aire Sir, l>e not displeasd, if disoUiyil ;

I'or ill it were to hearken to her cry
;

For she is inlv nrithing ill a|>;iv<l.

But onely \Mimani>h tine forgerv,

Vourstubbornclmrtt'uncctwitlifruilcinfirmitv.
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29
To which when she your courage hath incHnd

Through foohsh pitty, then her guileful! bayt

She will embosome deeper in your mind,

And for your ruine at the last awayt.

The knight was ruled, and the Boateman stray

t

Held on his course with stayed stedfastnesse,

Ne euer shruncke, ne euer sought to bayt

His tyred armes for toylesome wearinesse,

But with his cares did sweepe the w^atry wilder-

nesse.

30"

And now they nigh approched to the sted,

WTiere as those Mermayds dwelt : it was a still

And calmy bay, on th'one side sheltered

With the brode shadow of an hoarie hill,

On th'other side an high rocke toured still,

That twixt them both a pleasaunt port they

made,
And did like an halfe Theatre fulfill

:

There those fiue sisters had continuall trade,

And vsd to bath themselues in that deceiptfuU

shade.

They were faire Ladies, till they fondly striu'd

With iWHeliconian maides for maistery
;

Of whom they ouer-comen, were depriu'd

Of their proud beautie, and th'one moyity

Transform'd to fish, for their bold surquedry,

But th'vpper halfe their hew retained still,

And their sweet skill in wonted melody
;

Which euer after they abusd to ill,

T'allure weake trauellers, whom gotten they

did kill.

32
So now to Guyon, as he passed by.

Their pleasaunt tunes they sweetly thus

applide ;

thou faire sonne of gentle Faery,

That art in mighty armes most magnifide

Aboue all knights, that euer battell tride,

turne thy rudder hither-ward a while :

Here may thy storme-bet vessell safely ride
;

This is the Port of rest from troublous toyle.

The worlds sweet In, from paine and weari-

some turmoyle.

33
With that the rolling sea resounding soft,

In his big base them fitly answered,

And on the rocke the waucs breaking aloft,

A solcmne Mcane vnto them measured.

The whiles sweet Zephiriis lowd whisteled

His treble, a straunge kinde of harmony ;

Which Guyons senses softly tickeled.

That he the boateman bad row easily,

Andlethimhearesomepartof their rare melody.

34
But him the Palmer from that vanitv.

With temperate aduice discounselled.

That they it past, and shortly gan descry
The land, to which their course they leueled

;

When suddeinly a grosse fog ouer spred
With his dull vapour all that desert has.

And heauens chearefull face enucloped.

That all things one, and one as nothing was,
And this great Vniuerse seemd one confused

mas.

35
Thereat they greatly were dismayd, ne wist

How to direct their way in darkenesse wide.

But feard to wander in that wastfull mist.

For tombling into mischiefe vnespide.

Worse is the daunger hidden, then descride.

Suddeinly an innumerable flight

Ofharmefuilfowlesaboutthem fluttering, cride,

Andwiththeirwickedwingsthemoftdidsmight,
And sore annoyed,groping in that griesly night.

36
Euen all the nation of vnfortunate

And fatall birds about them flocked were,

Such as by nature men abhorre and hate,

The ill-fasteOwle, deaths dreadfullmesscngere,

The hoars Night-rauen,trump of doleful! drere,

The lether-winged Bat, dayes enimy,
The rueful! Strich, still waiting on the bere.

The Whistler shrill, that who so lieares, doth dy,

The hellish Harpies, prophets of sad destiny.

All those, and all that else does horrour breed,

Aboutthem flew, and fildthcirsaylcswithfear.:

Yet stayd they not, but forward did proceed,

Whiles th'one did row, and th'other stifly

steare ;

Till that at last the weather gan to cleare,

And the faire land it selfe did plainly show.

Said then the Palmer, Lo where docs appeare

The sacred soile, where all our perils grow
;

Therefore, Sir knight, your ready armes about

you throw.

.38
He hearkned, and his armes about him tooke,

The whiles the nimble boate so well her sped.

That with her crooked keele the landshestrooke,

Then forth the noble Guyon sallied.

And his sage Palmer, that him goucrncd ;

But th'other by his boate behind did stay.

They marched fairly forth, of nought ydred.

Both firmely armd for eucry hard assay.

With constancy and care, gainst daunger and
dismay.
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Ire long they heard an hideous bellowing

Of many beasts, that roard outrageously,

As it that hungers point, or Venus sting

Had them enraged with fell surquedry
;

Vet nought they feard, but past on hardily,

Vntill they came in vewof those wild beasts

:

Who all attonce, gaping full greedily.

And rearing fiercely their vpstarting crests,

lam towards, to deuoure those vnexpected
guests.

40
Jut soone as they approcht with deadly threat,

The Palmer ouer them his stafle vpheld,

Hismighty staffe, that could all channes defeat:
Eftsoones their stubborne courages were queld.

And high aduaunced crests downe meekely feld.

In stead of fraying, they them selucs did feare.

And trembled, as them passing they beheld :

Such wondrous powredid in that stafle api^eare,

dl monsters to sulxlew tohim,that did it beare.

.41
)i that same wood it fram'd was cunningly,

Of which Caduceus whilome was made,
Caduceus the rori of Mercury,

With which he wonts the Stygian realmes

inuade.

Through ghastly horrour, an<l etcrnall shade
;

Th' infernall fecnds with it he can asswage,

And Orctis tame, whom nothing can [x?rswade,

And rule the Fiiryes, when they most do rage :

urh vertuc in his staffe had eke this Palmer
sage.

42
lienre passing forth, they shortly do arriuc.

Whereas the IJowre of filissc was situate
;

A place [)irkt out by choice of Ik's! aliue,

ITiat natures worke by art am imitate :

In which what cucr in this worldly state

Is sweet, and nleasing vnto lining seitse.

Or that njay daynti(.-st fantasie ag^rate.

Was [)ouri<l ff»rth with plcntifull dis|M.-nce,

kiidnuide there to abound withlaui^h allluencc.

4.\

it was cnrjosfd round alxHit,

11 thrir entrrd guistcs if) kefi>e within,
As those vtiruiy U-asts to hold without ;

^ • 'vjw tlie fence thereof but we:»ke aiifj thin ;

lit fejirri their f<»r<e. that fortilage to win,
I 'in wis4*<lonics|>owre,an(!teni|HTaiinreMiii^;ht

,

\W whiih the mightiest lliings ellnncd |)in :

And eke the gate w;ui wrouj^ht of sul>staun(e

Mit.
lather lor plc:i.sure, then for Irattery or tight.

44
Yt framed was of precious yuoty,

That seemd a worke of admirable wit

;

And therein all the famous history

Of lason and Medcra was ywrit

;

Her mighty charmes, her furious louing fit,

His goodly conquest of the golden fleece.

His falsed faith, and loue too lightly flit.

The wondred Argo, which in venturous peece

First through the Euxine seas bore all the flowr

of Greece.

45
Ye might haue seene the frothy billowes fry

Vnder the ship, as thorough them she went,

That seemd the wanes were into \-uory,

Or yuory into the wanes were sent

;

And other where the snowy substaunce sprent

With vermeil, like the Iwyes bloud therein shed,

A piteous sj')ectacle did represent.

And othcrwhiles with gold besprinkelcd ;

Yt seemd th'enchaiuitcd flame, which did

Crensa wtd.

46
All this, and more might in that goodly gate «

lie red ; that euer oi)en stood to all, «

Which thither came : but in the Porch there *

sate
\

A comelv personage of stature tall,

And semblaunce pleasing, more then naturall, •

That trauellers to him seemd to entize ;

His l(xiser garment to the ground did fall.

And flew alx)ut his heeles in wanton wize.

Not fit for sjx?edy pace, or manly exercize.

Tliey in that i)lace him Gcuius did call

:

Not that celesliall pcjwre, to whom the care

Of life, and generation of all

lliat Hues, [nrtaines in charge jurtiailare.

Who wondrous things c«)ncerning our welfare,

.And straunge phantomes doth let vs oft forsee,

.\nd oft of >cTret ill bids vs iK-ware :

That is our Selfe, whom though we do not Sif,

Yeteachdoth inhimsclteit well [Krceiuelobee.

Tlierefore a Ck^I him sage .Antitjuity

l)id wisely make, and gcxHl Aiidisles rail

:

iUit this s;une was to that quite contrary,

The Uk' of life, that gtxxl enuyes to all.

That secretly doth vs prtH'ure to fall.

Through i^uilefiill s<niblaunts. whi< h he makes
vs set".

He ol this ("lardin had the gouernall.

/\nd Plr.isures |¥)rter was deiii/d to Ihv,

Holding u slutfe in liaiid lor more fornialitec.
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With diuerse flowres he daintily was deckt,

And strowed round about, and by his side

A mighty Mazer bowle of wine was set,

As if it had to him bene sacrifide
;

Wherewith all new-come guests he gratifide :

So did he eke Sir Guyon passing by :

But he his idle curtesie defide,

And ouerthrcw his bowle disdainfully
;

And broke his staffe, with ^\hich he charmed
semblants slv.

Thus being entred, they behold around

A large and spacious plaine, on euery side

Strowed with pleasauns, whose faire grassy

ground
Mantled with greene, and goodly beautifide

With all the ornaments of Floraes pride,

WTierewith her mother Art, as halfe in scorne

Of niggard Nature, like a pompous bride

Did decke her, and too lauishly adorne,

Wlien forth from virgin bowre she comes in

tli'early morne.

^
^

51
.

I
Thereto the Heauens alwayes louiall,

' Lookt on them louely, still in stedfast state,

Ne suffred storme nor frost on them to fall,

Their tender buds or leaues to violate.

Nor scorching heat, nor cold intemperate

T'afflict the creatures, which therein did dwell.

But the milde aire with season moderate

Gently attempred, and disposd so well.

That still it breathed forthsweet spirit and hole-

some smell.

More sweet and holesome, then the pleasaunt

hill

Of Rhodope, on w-hich the Nimphe, that bore

A gyaunt babe, her selfe for griefe did kill

;

Or the Thessalian Tempe, where of yore

Faire Daphne Phcchiis hart with loue did gore
;

Or Ida, where the Gods lou'd to repaire,

\Mien euer they their heaucnly bowres forlore

;

Or sweet Parnasse, the haunt of Muses faire
;

OrEi^wselfejif ought with £(f^w mote compaire.

53
Much wondred Guyon at the faire aspect

Of that sweet place, yet suffred no delight

To sincke into his sence, nor mind affect.

But passed forth, and lookt still forward right.

Bridling his will, and maistering his might

:

Till that he came vnto another gate
;

No gate, but like one, being goodly dight

With boughcs and braunches, which did broad
dilate

Their clasping armes, in wanton wreathings

intricate.

54
So fashioned a Porch with rare deuice,

Archt oucT head with an embracing vine.

Whosebounchcshangingdowre.seemfdtoentice
All passers by, to tast their lushious wine.

And did themselues into their hands incline,

As freely offering to be gathered :

Some deepe empurpled as the Hyacint,

Some as the Rubine, laughing sweetly red,

Some like faire Emeraudes, not yet well ripened.

55
And them amongst, some were of burnisht gold,

So made by art, to beautifie the rest,

Whichdidthemseluesemongsttheleauesenfold,

As lurking from the vew of couetous guest,

That the weake bowes,with so rich load opprest,

D'd bow adowne, as ouer-burdened.

Vnder that Porch a comely dame did rest.

Clad in faire weedcs, but fowle disordered.

And garments loose, that seemd vnmeet for

womanhed. ,

^ V- ^ 56
n her left hand a Cup of gold she held,

And with her right the riper fruit did reach.

Whose sappy liquor, that with fulnesse sweld,

Into her cup she scruzd, with daintie breach

Of her fine fingers, without fowle empeach.
That so faire wine-presse made the wine more

sweet

:

Thereof she vsd to giue to drinke to each,

Whom passing by she happened to meet

:

It was her guise, all Straungers goodly so to

greet.
^^

So she to Guyon offred it to tast

;

Who taking it out of her tender hond.
The cup to ground did violently cast.

That all in peeces it was broken fond.

And with the liquor stained all the lond

:

WHicreat Excesse exceedingly was wroth.

Yet no'te the same amend, ne yet withstond,

But suffered him to passe, all were she loth
;

Who nought regarding her displeasure forward

f.

goth.
58

There the most daintie Paradise on ground.

It sclfe doth offer to his sober eye,

In which all pleasures plenteously abound.

And none does others happinesse enuye :

The painted flowres, the trees vpshooting hye.

The dales for shade, the hilles for breathing

space,

The trembling groucs, the Christall running by

;

And that, which all faire workes doth most

aggrace.

The art, which all that wrought, appeared in 1.0

place.

I
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le would haue thought, (so cunningly, the rude,

ind scorned parts were mingled with the fine,)

"hat nature had for wantonesse ensude

iTi, and that Art at nature did repine ;

o striuing each th' other to vndermine,

)ach did the others worke more beautifie
;

o difl'ring both in willes, agreed in fine :

o all agreed through sweete diuersitie,

lis Gardin to adorne with all varietie.

60

jd in the midst of all, a fountaine stood,

)f richest substaunce, that on earth might bee,

o pure and shiny, that the siluer flood

"hrough euery channell running onemight see

;

lost goodly it with curious imageree

V'as ouer-wrought, and shapes of naked boyes,

)f which some seemd with liuely iollitee,

o fly about, plajing their wanton toyes,

hilest others did them selues embay in liquid

ioves.

61

id ouer all, of purest gold was spred,

L trayle of yuic in his natiue hew :

or tlie rich mcttall was so coloured,

'hat wiglit, who did not well aui^'d it vew,
Vould surely dceme it to \)e yuit trcw :

x>w his lasciuious amies adown did crcepe,

'hat thcrasclucs dip[)ing in the siluer dew,
Tieir fleecy flowres they tenderly did steepe,

hich drojjs of Chrbtall secmd for wantoncs to

wce(>e.

62

finit streamcs continually did well

)ut of tliis fountaine, sweet and faire to see,

lie which into an ample buer fell,

iu(\ shortly grew to so great quantitie,

"liat like a little lake it seemd to Ixe ;

Vhose depth exceeded not three cubits hight,

liat through the waucs one might the bottom
see,

^11 pauM iK-nrath with I;i>par shining bright,

lat sctmd the fountaine in that sea did i>;iyle

vpright.

'\<\ all the margrnt roiuul alK)ut was set,

Vith shaily I^uirell trcis, thence to defend
lie sunny Ixanies, whi< h on the billowes Ixt,

Vnd tlw^sc wliirli therein Uitlied, m«tte oflend.

W Ciiivott li;i|)neil by the same to wen<l,

I Iv.im/elles he therein i-spvde,

rein bathing, seemed to (ontend,
• li- wantonly, ne carM to hvrjc,

'v jurlh (rum vew of anv. whiih
thcni cydc.

Sometimes the one would lift the other quight

Aboue the waters, and then downe againe

Her plong, as ouer maistered by might.

Where both awhile would couered remaine.

And each the other from to rise restraine ;

The whiles their^nowylimbcs, as through a vele,

So through theChristall wanes appeared plaine

:

Then suddeinly both would themselues vnhele,

And th'amarous sweet spoiles to greedy eyes

reuele.

65
As that faire Starre, the messenger of morne,
His deawy face out of the sea doth reare :

Or as the Cyprian goddesse, newly borne
Of th'Oceans fruitful! froth, did first ap|>€are :

Such seemed they, and so their yellow heare

Christalline humour dropix?d downe apace.

\VhomsuchwhenC/i/)'o>;saw,hedrewliimneare,

And somewhat gan relent his earnest pace,

His stubborne brest gan secret pleasaunce to

embrace.
66

The wanton Maidens him espying, stood

Gazing a while at his vnwontcd guise ;

Then th'one her selfe low ducked in the flood,

Aljasht, that her a straunger did a vise:

But th'other rather higher did arise,

And her two lilly paps aloft displayd,

And all, that might his melting hart entise

To her delights, she vnto him bewrayd :

The rest hid vndernealh, him more desirous

made.

W ilh that, the other likewise vp arose.

And her faire lockes, which formerly werebo\^ nd
\*|) in one knot, she low adowne did lose :

Which flowing long and thick, her cloth'd

arownd.
And th'yunrie in golden mantle gownd :

So that faire s|>ectaele from him was reft.

Vet t hat , w li ich reft it . no lesse faire w as fowml

:

So hid in Ifxkts and wanes from lo<ikers theft.

Nought but her louely face she for his looking

left.

Witliall she laughed, and she blushl withall.

That blushing to her laughter gaue more grace.

And laughter to her blvtshing. as did fall

:

Now when they spide the knight to slacke hLs

jKice,

Them to iK'hold, and in his sinirkling face

The seeret sigm-s of kindled lust ap|»eare.

Their wanton inerinients they diil encreace,

And to him Uikned, to appr«Kh more ncare,

And shewd him many sii-hts, that ...uti.-i ii,Iij

could rcarc.

3 ^
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. 69.
On which when gazing him the Palmer saw,

He much rebukt those wandring eyes of his,

And counseld well, him forward thence did

draw.

Now are they come nigh to the Bonre of Mis

Of her fond fauorites so nam'd amis :

When thus the Palmer ; Now Sir, well auise
;

For here the end of all our trauell is :

Here wonnes Acrasia, whom we must surprise,

Else she will slip away, and all our drift despise.

lEftsoones they heard a most melodious sound,

I Of all that mote delight a daintie eare,

/ Such as attonce might not on Uuing ground,

/ Saue in this Paradise, be heard elswhere :

j Right hard it was, for wight,which did it heare,

/ To read, what manner musicke that mote bee:

I
For all that pleasing is to lining eare,

I Was there consorted in one harmonee,

Y Birdes, voyces, instruments, windes, waters, all

\ agree.^
71

*^ The ioyous birdes shrouded in chearefull shade,

"^ Their notes vnto the voyce attempred sweet

;

Th'Angelicall soft trembling voyces made
To th'instruments diuine respondence meet

:

The siluer sounding instruments did meet
With the base murmure of the waters fall

:

The waters fall wifh difference discreet.

Now soft, now loud, vnto the wind did call

:

The gentle warbling wind low answered to all.

72
There, whence that Musick seemed heard to bee,

Was the faire Witch her selfe now solacing,

With a new Louer, whom through sorceree

And witchcraft , she from farredid thither bring:

There she had him now layd a slombering.

In secret shade, after long wanton ioyes :

WTiilst round about them pleasauntly did sing

Many faire Ladies, and lasciuious boyes.

That euer mixt their song with light licentious

toyes.

73
And all that while, right ouer him she hong.

With her false eyes fast fixed in his sight.

As seeking medicine, whence she was stong,

Or greedily depasturing delight

:

And oft inclining downe with kisses light.

For feare of waking him, his lips bedewd,
And through his humid eyes did sucke his

spright.

Quite molten into lust and pleasure lewd
;

Wherewith she sighed soft,as ifhisc^esherewd.

74^
The whiles some one did chaunt this louely lay

;

Ah see, who so faire thing doest faine to see,

In springing flowre the image of thy day ;

Ah see the Virgin Rose, how sweetly shee

Doth first peepe forth with bashfull modestee.

That fairer seemes, the lesse ye see her may

;

Lo see soone after, how more bold and free

Her bared bosome she doth broad display
;

Loe see soone after, how she fades, and falles

away.
^^ ^,

So passeth, in the passing of a day,

Of mortall life the kafe, the bud, the flowre,

Ne more doth flourish after first decay.

That earst was sought to decke both bed and
bowre.

Of many a Ladie, and many a Paramowre :

Gather therefore the Rose,whilest yet is prime,

Forsoonecomesage,thatwillherpridedeflowre:

) Gather the Rose of loue, whilest yet is time,

KVhilest louing thou mayst loued be with equall

crime. ||^v.A.4jli'r>*Nut>k«/i^|L«-«/»^'

He ceast, and then gan all the quire of birdes

Their diuerse notes t'attune vnto his lay,

As in approuance of liis pleasing words.

The constant paire heard all, that he did say,

Yet swarued not, but kept their forsvard way,
Throughmanycouertgroucs,and thickets close,

In which they creeping did at last display

That wanton Ladie, with her louer lose.

Whose sleepie head she in her lap did soft dispose.

77
Vpon a bed of Roses she was layd.

As faint through heat, or dight to pleasant sin,

And was arayd, or rather disarayd,

All in a vele of silke and siluer thin,

That hid no whit her alablaster skin,

But rather shewdmore white, ifmore might bee:

More subtile web Arachne cannot spin,

Nor the fine nets, which oft we wouen see

Of scorched deaw, do not in th'aire more lightly

flee.
^g

Her snowy brest was bare to readie spoyle

Of hungry eics, which n'ote therewith be fild,

Andyet through languour of her late sweet toyle,

Few drops, more cleare then Nectar, forth

distild.

That like pure Orient perlcs adowne it trild,

And her faire eyes sweet smyling in delight,

Movstened their fierie beanies, with which she

t'hrild

Fraile harts, yet quenched not ; like starry light

Wliich sparckling on the silent waues, does

seeme more bright.
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79
^ ^

le young man sleeping by her, seemd to boe

k^me goodly swayne of honorable place,

'hat certes'it great pittie was to see

lim his nobilitie so foule deface ;

i sweet regard, and amiable grace,

lixed with manly sternnesse did appcare

('et sleeping, in his well proiX)rtiond face,

^nd on his tender Ups the downy hearo

id now but freshly spring, and silken blos-

somes bcare.

Ut^ C-A^CU-: So

is warlike armes, the idle instruments

)f slec[jing praise, were hong vpon a tree,

^nd his braue shield, full of old moniments,

,Vasfowlyra'st,that none thesigncsmight see;

s'e for them, ne for honour cared hee,

S'e ought, that did to his aduauncement tend,

Jut in lewd loues, and wastfuU luxuree,

lis dayes, his g< ods, his bodic he did spend :

horrible enchantment, that him io did blend.

Si

he noble Elfe, and carefuU Palmer drew
vjnigh them, mindingnought.butlubtfull game,

rhat suddein forth they on them rusht, and

threw

\ subtile net, which oncly for the s;ime

rhe skilfuU Palmer formally did frame.

H) held them vndcr fast, the whiles the rest

ne<l all away for feare of fowler shame.

File faire Enchauntressc, so vnwan-s opjuest,

rydc all her arts, and all her sleights, thence

out to wrest.
82

fid eke her loucr stroue : Init all in vainc ;

For that siime net so cunningly w;is wound,
lliat neither ^'uile, nor force might it di^traine.

Tluy to<jke thtm Ixilh, and both them strongly

bound [foiuid :

In captiue bandcs, which there they readie

Hut her in chaines of adamant he tydc
;

I'or nothing else might keeix: her safe and
sound ,

Hut VcrJdtti (so he hight) he soonc vntyde,

Lnd coun"bell sagcinslee<J t hcref )f to himapplyde.

83
lut all those pleasant bowresand Pallace braue,

Gityon broke downe, with rigour pittilesse
;

Ne ought theirgoodly workmanship might saue

Them from the tempest of his wrathfulnesse,

But that their blisse he turn'd to balefulnesse :

Tj^eir ^oues he fcld, their nardins did deface,

Their arBc'is -siKifte, their Cabinets sUppFebse,"

' Their banket houscsburne,thcirbuildiiigsrace.

And of the fairest late, now nmde the fowlest

- place.
g_^

Tlien led they her away, and eke that knight

They with them led, both sorrowfuU and sad :

Thewaythey came,thesiuneretourn'dthtyright,
Till they arriucd,where they lately had [mad.

Charm'd those wild-btasts,lhatrag'dwithfurie

Which now awaking, tierce at them gan fly.

As in their mistrcsse reskew, whom they lad ;

liut them the Palmer soone did pacify.

Then Guyon askt, what meant those beastes,

which there did ly.

Said he. These seeming beasts are men indeed.

Whom this Enchauntresse hath transformed

thus,

Whylome her loucrs, which her lusts did feed,

Now turned into figures hideous,

According to their mindts like monstruous.

Sad end (quoth he) of life intem|K>ratc,

.And mournefull meed of ioyes delicious :

I5ul Palmer, if it mote thee so aggrate,

Let them returned be vnto their former state.

86

Streight way he with his vcrtuous stafTe tlum

strooke,

.\ndstreight ofiKaststhiy comely nunlx-came;

Vet Uing nun they ilid viimanly looke,

.\nd stared ghastly, some for inward slumo.

And some for wraiii. to see their raptiue Dame:

Put one alM.ue the rest in siKniall.

That h.idanh<.gl)eene late. higluOVi7/rby name,

Kepine<l greatlv, and t'i<l him mi-icall,

'I hat had from hoggish forme him brougiit to

naturall.

^1

.Slid Cuyon, .Sec the mind of U-a^lly man,

That h.iih Mj soone forgot the excellence

()( his creation, when he life Ugan,
riial n(»w he ilnMrsith. with vile diKerencc,

Ti» Ik? a Ik'.isI, and l.u ke intrHiginie.

'I'o whom \\\r Palmer thus, The tloiighill kind

1)( lights ill tilth and foiile iiKoiitiiieiK e :

IaI lirill l)c Grill, and haiie his hoggish mind,

Jut let v» hence dei«rt, whilcst wcllier serue« und wind.



THE THIRD
BOOKE OF THE
FAERIE Q.VEENE

Contayning,

THE LEGEND OF BRITOMARTIS.

OR

Of Chastitie.

It falls me here to write of Chastity,

That fairest vertue, farre aboue the rest

;

For which what needs me fetch from Faery
Forreine erisamples, it to haue exprest ?

Sith it is shrined in my Soueraines brest,

And form'd so liuely in each perfect part,

That to all Ladies, which haue it protest.

Need but behold the pourtraict of her hart.

If pourtrayd it might be by any liuing art.

But liuing art may not least part expresse,

Nor life-resembling pencill it can paint,

All were it Zeiixis or Praxiteles

:

His dffidale hand would faile, and greatly

faint.

And her perfections with his error taint

:

Ne Poets wit, that passcth Painter farre

In picturing the jwrts of beautie daint.

So hard a workmanship aduenture darre,

For fear through want of words her excellence

to marre.

How then shall I, Apprentice of the skill.

That whylome in diuincst wits did raine,

Presume so high to stretch mine humble
quill ?

Yet now my lucklesse lot doth me constraine

Hereto perforce. But drcd Soueraine

Tlius farre forth pardon, sith that choicest

wit

Cannot your glorious pourtraict figure plaine

That I in colourd showes may shadow it,

And antique praises vnto present persons fit.

But if in liuing colours, and right hew,

Your selfe you couet to see pictured.

Who can it doe more liuely, or more trew,

Then that sweet verse, with Nectar sprinckeled,

In which a gracious seruant pictured

His Cynthia, his hcauens fairest light ?

That with his melting sweetnesse rauished,

And with the wonder of her beames bright,

My senses lulled are in slomber of delight.
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iut let that same delitious Poet lend

A little leaue vnto a rusticke Muse
To sing his mistresse prayse, and let him mend,

If ought amis her liking may abuse :

Ne let his fairest Cynlhia refuse,

In mirrours more then one her selfe to see,

But either Gloriana let her chuse.

Or in Belphocbe fashioned to bee :

n th'one her rule, in th'other her rare chastitee.

Caiit. I.

Ciiyon encountreth Britoniart,

/aire Floriniell is chaccd :

Duessaes Iraines and Malecastaes

champions are defaced.

I

'he famous Briton Prince and Faerie knight,

After long waycs and jKriious paines endured,

Hauing their wearie linibes to jierfect i)li}^ht

Kestord, and sory wounds right well recured,

Of liie faire Alma greatly were procured.

To nuike there lenger soiourne and abode
;

But when thereto they might not be allured,

From seeking praisc,and decfls ofarnics ubro<^le,

"hey courteous conge tooke, and forth together

yodc.

'nt the captiu'd Acrasia he sint,

use of traucll long, a nigiier way,
.. ..ii a strong gard, all rcskcw to prcuent,

And her to Fatric court safe to coiiuay,

Tliat l>cr for witnessc of his hard ass;iv,

Vnto his Faerie Qucene he nii^lit present

:

But lie him selfe Ul(M)k<; aiKjllier wav.
To make more triall of his hardimeiit,

mil scfkc aducntures, as he with I'rincc Arthur
went.

^
.ong vj they trauelled throuj^h wastefull waves,
NMierc daungers dwelt, and iH:rils most did

wonnc.
To hunt for gloric and renowmwl praise

;

Full many Oiuntriis they did ouerrnrna*,

I'r'.iii th#. vjjrising to the setting Sunnc,
• liard uduenturt-s did alciiieue ;

which they hotumr euer wdimc,
rig the wrake oppri-sM-d to rclicue,

III recouer right for such, as wrong di<l

gricuc.

At last as through an open plaine they yode,

They spide a knight, that towards pricked faire.

And him beside an aged Squire there rode.

That secm'd to couch vnder his shield three-

square.

As if that age bad him that burden spare,

And yield it those, that stouter could it wield

:

He them espying, gan himselfe prepare.

And on his arme addresse his goodly shield

That bore a Lion passant in a golden field.

.5
\Vhich seeing good Sir Guyon, deare besought
The Prince of grace, to let him runne that turne.

He graunted : then the Faery quickly raught

His poinant speare, and sharpely gan to spurne

His fomy steed, whose fierie feete did burne
The verdant grasse, as he thereon did tread ;

Ne did the other backe his foot returne.

But fiercely forward came withouten dread,

And bent his dreadfuU speare against the others

head.

6
They bene >Tnet, and both their points arriued.

But Guyon droue so furious and fell.

That seem'd both shield and phte it would
haue riued

;

Nathelcsse it bore his foe not from his sell.

But made him stagger, as he were not well:

But Guyon Selfe, ere well he was aware.

Nigh a spcares length behind his crouper fell.

Yet in his fall so well him selfe he bare.

That mischieuous mischance liis hfc and limbes

did spare.

7
Great shame and sorrow of that fall he tooke ;

For neuer yet, sith warlike armes he bore,

.\ndhhiuerings] K-are in blouilie field first shooke,

He found himselfe dishonored so sore.

Ah gentlest knight, tluit cuer annour bore,

Let not thee ^rieue dismounted to haue Ux-ne,

And l)rou^httoj^rounti,tliatneuerwust before;

For not thy fault, but secret jKWvre vnseer.e.

That speare encluiunted \\;ls, which byd thee

on the grecnc.

8

But wecneiLst tiiou what wiqht thee oucrthrew.

Much gri-.iter j^riefe and shamefuller ni^ret

For thy hartl fortune then thou wouMst nnew,
'Hiat of a sin^'le dam/ell tliou wert nu \

On n|uall plaine, an«i there so hartl Inset
;

I'iuen the famous litiumiart it was,

\Vhomstrauiij^ea(luenturedidfrom/ir/.<jiMrfet,

To scckc her loner (louc furro sou^jht alas,)

NMjom: inujj^c she had scene in Venus looking

glas.
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Full of disdainefull wrath, he fierce vprose,

For to reuenge that foule reprochfull shame,

And snatching his bright sword began to close

With her on foot, and stoutly forward came;
Die rather would he, then endure that same.

\Miich when his Palmer saw, he gan to feare

His toward per ill and vntoward blame,

\Miich by thatnew rencounter he should reare:

For death sate on the point of tliat enchaunted

speare.

10

And hasting towards him gan faire perswade,

Not to prouoke misfortune, nor to weene

His speares default to mend with cruell blade
;

For by his mightie Science he had seene

The secret vertue of that weapon keene,

That mortall puissance mote not withstond :

Nothing on earth mote ahvaies happie beene.

Great hazard were it, and aduenture fond.

To loose long gotten honour with one euill hond.

II

Bv such good meanes he him discounselled,

From prosecuting his reuenging rage
;

And eke the Prince like treaty handeled,

His wrathfuU will with reason to asswage,

And laid the blame, not to his carriage,

But to his starting steed, that swaru'd asyde,

And to the ill purueyance of his page,

That had his furnitures not firmely tvde :

So is his angry courage fairely pacifyde.

12

Thus reconcilement was betweene them knit,

Through goodly temperance, and affection

chaste,

And either vowd with all their power and wit,

To let not others honour be defaste.

Of friend or foe, who euer it embaste,

Ne armes to bcare against the others syde :

In which accord the Prince was also plaste.

And with that golden chaine of concord tyde.

So goodly all agreed, they forth yfere did ryde.

goodly vsage of those antique times,

In which the sword wa:^ seruant vnto right

;

Wlien not for malice anc^ contentious crimes.

But all for praise, and j^roofe of manly might.
The marliall brood accustomed to fight

:

Then honour was the meed of victorie,

And yet the vanquished had no dcspight

:

Let later age that noble vse enuie,

^'ile rancour to auoid, and cruell surquedrie.

14
, ,

Long they thus trauelled in friendly wise,

Through countries waste, and eke well edifyde,

Seeking aduentures hard, to exercise

Their puissance, whylome full dernely tryde :

At length they came into a forrest wyde,

WTiose hideous horror and sad trembling sound
Full griesly seem'd : Therein they long did ryde,

Yet tract of liuing creatures none they found,

Saue Beares, Lions, and Buls, which romed
them around.

15

All suddenly out of the thickest brush,

Vpon a milk-white Palfrey all alone,

A goodly Ladie did foreby them rush,

Whose face did seeme as cleare as Christall

stone.

And eke through feare as white aswhales bone:

Her garments all were wrought of beaten gold,

And all her steed with tinsell trappings shone,

WTiichfled so fast, that nothing mote him hold,

Aad scarse them leasure gaue, her passing to

behold.

16

Still as she fled, her eye she backward threw,

As fearing euill, that pursewd her fast

;

And her faire yellow locks behind her flew,

Loosely disperst with puffe of euery blast

:

All as a blazing starre doth farre outcast

His hearie beames, and flaming lockes dispred,

At sight whereof the people stand aghast

:

But the sage wisard telles, as he has red.

That it importunes death and dolefuU drerihed.

So as they gazed after her a while,

Lo where a griesly Foster forth did rush,

Breathing out beastly lust her to defile :

His tyreling iadc he fiercely forth did push,

Tlirough thickc and thin, both ouer banke and
bush

In hope her to attaine by hooke or crooke.

That from his gorie sides the bloud did gush :

Large were his limbcs, and terrible his looke,

And in his'clovmish hand a sharp bore speare he

shooke.

18

\\niich outragewhen those gentleknights did see,

Full of great enuie and fell gcalosy,

They stayd not to auise, who first should bee,

But all s])urd after fast, as they mote fly,

To reskew her from shamefuU villany.

The Prince and Guyon equally byliue

Her selfe pursewd, in hope to win thereby

Most goo(llv mccde, the fairest Dame aliue :

But after the ioule foster Timias did striue.
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^9

"he whiles faireBn/<>wwr/,whose constant mind,

Would not so lightly follow beauties chace,

Ne reckt of Ladies Loue, did stay behind,

And them awayted there a certaine space.

To wect if they would turne backe to that place

:

But whenshe sawthem gone, she forward went,

As lay her iourney, through that j^erlous Pace,

NViih stedfast courage and stout hardiment

;

le euill thing she fear'd, ne euill thing she mcnt.

,t last as nigh out of the wood she came,

A stately Castle farre away she spyde,

Po which her ste[)S directly she did frame,

fhat Castle was most goodly cdifyde.

And plaste for pleasure nigh that forrest syde :

But faire before the gate a spatious plaine,

Manlledwithgreene,itselfe did sprcddenwyde,
Dn which shesawsixe knights, that did darraine
ierce battell against one, with crucll might and
moine.

21

[ainly they all attonce vpon him laid,

And sore beset on euery side around,

Fhat nigh he brc-alhlessc grew, yet nought
dismaid,

N'c euer to them yielded foot of ground
All had he lost much bloud through many a
wound,

But stfjutly dealt his blowes, and eucrv way
To which he turned in his wrathfuU stound.

Made them recoile, and fly from dred decay,

hat none of ;dl the si xe before, him durst assay.

22

ike dastard Currcs, that hauing at a bay
Hie s:iluage Ixnust cnilK)st in wcarie chace,

[>.ire not adiienture on the stublK)riie pray,

Sc byte Ix-fore, but rotne from place to place,

Fo get a snatch, wluii tiiriu d is his face,

[n su<h <listri-ssc nri<l doubt full it-opardy,

^Mien liritomart hitn s;iw, she ran a pace
V'nfo his rcskew, and with earnest cry,

dd those s;imc sixe forlxare that single enimy.

iut to InT rry they list not Knden earc,

Nc otight the more their ini'/h lie strokes sur-

cea«»»c,

athrrin>; him round alK)ut more neare,

dirrfnll rancour rather <!id en<ri-:»vve ;

I ill I Mngtlirou^;lithetliir ki-stpreasse,

iVrl rt«-d their i-ompacted gyre,

And •'Mttie I otn[xlil to hearken vnto jM-arc :

Tho gan she rnyldly of them to in«|uyrc

liccnuvnf il)cir(liH.vnlionnndotitrngc*o(i^yre.

24

Whereto that single knight did answere frame
;

These sixe would me enforce by oddes of might.

To chaunge my liefe, and loue another Dame,
That death me liefer were, then such despight.

So vnto wrong to yield my wrested right

:

For I loue one, the truest one on ground,

Nelistmechaunge; ^cXW Erratii Dawzellhl^t.,

For whose dearesake full manyabitterstownd,

I haue endur'd, and tasted many a bloudy

wound.
^5

Certes (said she) then bene ye sixe to blame,

To weene your wrong by force to iustifie :

For knight to Icaue his Ladie were great shame,

Tliat faithfull is, and better were to die.

All losse is lesse, and lesse the infamie.

Then losse of loue to him, that loues but one ;

Ne may loue be compeld by maisterie
;

For soone as maistcrie comes, sweet loue anone

Taketh his nimble w ings,and soone away is gone.

26

Then spake one of those sixe,Tliere dwelleth here

Within this castle wall a Ladie faire,

Whose soueraine bcautie hath no lining pere,

Tliereto so bounteous and so debonaire,

Tliat neuer any mole with her compaire.

She halh ordaind this law, which we aj>proue,

That euery knight, which doth this way repaire,

In case he haue no Ladie, nor no loue,

Shall doe vnto her seruicc neuer to rtmouc.

But if he haue a Ladie or a Loue.

Then must he her forgoe with foule defame.

Or else with vs by dint of sword apjiroue.

That she is fairer, then our fairest Dame,
As did this kr.ight, l)efore ye hither came.

IVrdie (siid Jirtlcttuirl) the (hoise is hard :

Hut what reward had he. that ouercame .-'

lie should aduaunced l>e to higli regard,

(Said they) ami haue our L;ulies loue for his

reward.
28

Tlierefore aread Sir, if thou haue a loue.

Loue haue I sure, ((|uoth she) but I-;uly none;

Wl will I not fro n)inr owne lojie remoue,

Ne to your Liuiy will I seruice tlone,

Hut wrrakc your wrongs wrought to this

knight alone,

An<l prone his rause. With that her mort.ill

s|K~.ire

She mightily nucntrcti towards one.

And downeium smot.ere well aware he wcare,

'Hien to the next she rinK-, an<I ddwiu ihe next

<lid In-are.
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29

Ne did she stay, till three on ground she layd

That none of them himselfe could rcareagaine.

The fourth was by that other knight dismayd,

All were he wearie of his former paine,

That now there do but two of six remaine ;

Which twodidyield,beforeshedidthem smight.

Ah (said she then) now may ye all see plaine,

That truth is strong, and trew loue most of

might, [iight.

That for his trusty seruaunts doth so strongly

30
Too well we see, (said they) and proue too well

Ourfaultyweaknesse,andyourmatchlcssemight:

For thy, faire Sir, yours be the Damozcll,

WTiich by her owne law to your lot doth light,

And we your liege men faith vntq you plight.

So vnderneath her feet their swords they mard,,

And after her besought, well as they might,

To enter in, and reape the dew reward :

Shegraunted,and then in they all together far'd.

Long were it to describe the goodly frame.

And stately port of Caslle loyeous,

(For so that Castle hight by commune name)
WTiere they were entertaind with curteous

And comely glee of many gracious

Faire Ladies, and of many a gentle knight,

WTio through a Chamber long and spacious,

Eftsoones them brought vnto their Ladiessight,

Tliat of them cleeped was the Lady oj deligJu.

32
But for to tell the sumptuous aray

Of that great chamber, should be labour lost

:

For liuing wit, I weene, cannot display

The royall riches and exceeding cost.

Of euery pillour and of euery post

;

\Vhich all of purest bullion framed were,

And with great pearlcs and pretious stones

embost,

That the bright glister of their beames cleare

Did sparckle forth great light, and glorious did

appeare.

These straunger knights through passing, forth

were led

Into an inner rowme, whose royaltee

.\nd rich purueyance might vncath be red
;

Mote Princes place besceme so dcckt to bee.

Wliich stately manner when as they did see,

Tlie image of superfluous riotize.

Exceeding much the state of meane degree.

They greatly wondred, whence so sum[)tuous

guize fdeuize.

Might be maintaynd, and each gan diucrscly

34
The wak were round about apparelled

With costly clothes of Arras and of Toure,

In which with cunning hand was pourtrahed

The loue of Venus and her Paramoure
The faire Adonis, turned to a flowre,

A worke of rare deuice, and wondrous wit.

First did it shew the bitter balefuU stowre,

Which her assayd with many a feruent fit.

When first her tender hart was with his beautie

smit.

35
Thenwithwhatsleighlsandswcctallurementsshe

Entyst the Boy, as well that art she knew.
And wooed him her Paramoure to be

;

Now making girlonds of each flowre that grew,

To crowne his golden lockes with honour dew
;

Now leading him into a secret shade

From his BeauperLS, and from bright heauens
vew,

Wlierehim tosleepe she gentlywould perswade,
Or bathe him in a fountaine by some couert

glade.

36
And whilst he slept, she ouer him would spred

Her mantle, colour'd like the starry skyes.

And her soft arme lay vnderneath his hed.

And with ambrosiall kisses bathe his eyes ;

Andwhilesthebath'djwithhertwocraftyspyes,

She secretly would search each daintie lim.

And throw into the well sweet Roscmaryes,
And fragrant violets, and Pances trim,

And euer with sweet Nectar she did sprinklehim.

o • . 37
So did she steale his heedclesse hart away.
And ioyd his loue in secret vncspyde.
But for she saw him bent to crucll play.

To hunt the saluage beast in forrest wyde,
DreadfuU of daunger, that mote him betyde,

She oft and oft aduiz'd him to refraine

From chaseofgreaterbcasts,whosebrut ishpryde

Motebrecdehimscathvnwares: butallinvaine;

For who can shun the chaunce, that dest'ny

doth crdaine ?

38
Lo, where beyond he lyeth languishing.

Deadly cngorcd of a great wild Bore,

And by his side the Goddesse groueling

Makes for him endlesse mone, and cuermore
With her soft garment wipes away the gore.

Which Staines hissnowy skin with hatefull hew

:

But when she saw no helpe might him restore,

riim to a dainty flowre she did transmew.
Which in that cloth was wrought, as if it liuely

crew.
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was that chamber clad in goodly wize,

.\nd round about it man\' beds were djght,

\s whilome was the antique worldes guize,

5ome for vntimely ease, some for delight,

\s pleased them to vse, that vse it might

:

\nd all was full of Damzels, and of Squires,

[>auncing and reueling both day and night,

\iid swimming decj^e in sensuall desires,

nd Cupid still emongst them kindled lustfull

fires.

40
nd all the while sweet Musicke did diuide

W^x looser notes with Lydian harmony
;

\nd all the while sweet birdes thereto applide

Hieir daintie layes and dulcet melody,

\y caroliiig of loue and iollity,

rhat wonder wiis to heare their trim consort.

Ahich when those knights beheld, withscorne-

full eye,

riijy sdeigned such lasciuious disport,

nd loath'd the loose demeanure of tliat wan-
Ion sort.

41
hence they were brought to that great Ladies

vew,

Aliom they found sitting on a sumptuous bed,

rhat glistred all with gold and glorious shew,
Vs the proud Persian (^eencs acaistomcd :

ihe scemd a woman of great lx)untihed,

\nd of rare beautic, sauing that askaunce
;lcr wanton eyes, ill signc-s of womanhed,
)id roll too lightly, and too often glaunce,

itlioui ruMrd of grace, or comely amenaunce.

42
'orke it were, and needlcssc to deuize

; gocKJly entcrtainement and great glee :

>he cause<l them Ix: led in curteous wize
Into a lK)wre, disarmed f(»r to Ue,
\rid cheared well uith wine and spicercc :

Hie AVvArf;.4,vr Knight wass(K)nedisarme<l there,

'.lit tlir l.raue Mayd would not disirmed lx:e,

vented vp lier vmhrierc,

let her g«)<j<lly visage to a|>|>ere.

43
H when fairc CytUhia, in <larkesome night,
' ill a noyous cloud enuelo|>ed,

»hc inay find the substaunce thin and
«. fhed
i«fnrthhrr sihirr lK>anu*s,atid her bright

to the worl<l (lisrorn(it(<l ;

TV iraiullir. that went astray,

she is hirie*! ;

A the sjiiiiiiij^r rnv,

iiitwtu«.lifuircZ>Vt/&m<i/-/gauclightvntothc(liy.

44
And eke those six, which lately with her fought,

Now were di5armd,anddid them selues present

\'nto her vew, and company' vnsoght

;

For they all seemed curteous and gent.

And all sixe brethren, borne of one parent.

Which had them traynd in all ciuilitee.

And goodly taught to tilt and turnament

;

Now were they liegemen to tliis Lady free.

And her knights seruice ought, to hold of her in

fee.

Tlie first of them by name Gardanle bight,

A iolly person, and of comely vew
;

The second was ParlayUe, a bold knight.

And next to him locayilc did ensew
;

Dascinnle did him selfe most curteous shew

;

But fierce Bacchante seemd too fell and keene;

And yet in amies Xoclanle greater grew :

All were faire knights.and goodly well beseene.

But to faire Brilomarl they all but shadowcs
• beene.

46
For she was full of amiable grace.

And manly terrour mixed therewithal!.

That as the one stird vj) affections kice,

So tirother did mens ra>h desires apall.

And hoUl them backe, that would inerrourfall;

As he. that hath tspide a vermeill Rose,

To \\hich shari)e thornes and brercs the way
forstall,

Dare not for dread his hardy hand cxj^ose,

But wishing it far oil, his idle wish doth lose.

Whom when the I^dy saw so faire a wight,

.'Ml ignoravnit of her contrary sex,

(For she her weend a fnsh and lusty knight)

She greatly gan enamoured to wcx.

And with vaine thoughts her falstd fancy vex:

Her fickle hart conceiued hasty tire,

Like s|>;irkes of lire, whiih fall in m lender flex.

That shortly brent into extreme desire,

And rai.sackl all her veines with (>a^sion entire.

\^
Fftsoones she grew to great imjuiticnce

And into termi-s of <)|)en outtage brust,

'Hiat plaine dis<oueri<l her ina nlinencc,

No reckt she, who her meaning did mistrust ;

For she was giuen all to Ihshlv lust,

.And ponreil forth in sensuall delight.

That all regard of shame she had disnist.

.'\nd meet resju-et of honour put to flight :

So shanu-lessc beauty soone bcconies a kmthly

night.
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49
Faire Ladies, that to loue captiued arre,

And chaste desires do nourish in your mind,

Let not her fault your sweet affections marre,

Ne blot the bounty of all womankind
;

'Mongst tliousands good one wanton Dame to

find

:

Emongst the Roses grow some wicked weeds
;

For this was not to loue, but lust inclind
;

For loue does alwayes bring forth bounteous

deeds,

And in each gentle hart desire of honour breeds.

5°
Nought so of loue this looser Dame did skill.

But as a coale to kindle fleshly flame,

Giuing the bridle to her wanton will.

And treading vnder foote her honest name :

Such loue is hate, and such desire is shame.

Still did she roue at her with crafty glaunce

Of her false eyes, that at her hart did ayme,
And told her meaning in her countcnaunce^

But Brilomart dissembled it with ignoraunce.

Supper was shortly dight and downe they sat,

\Vliere theyw^reseruedwithallsumptuous fare,

\Miiles fruitfull Ceres, and Lyceus fat

Pourd out their plenty,without spight or spare

:

Nought wanted there,that dainty wasand rare

;

And aye the cups their bancks did ouerflow.

And aye betweene the cups, she did prepare

Way to her loue, and secret darts did throw
;

But Brilonmrt would not such guilfull message

know.
52

So when they slaked had the feruent heat

Of appetite with meates of euery sort,

The Lady did faire Brilomart entreat,

Her to disarme, and with delightfuU sport

To loose her warlike limbs and strong effort.

But when she mote not thereunto be wonne,
(For she her sexe vnder that straunge purport

Did vse tohide,and'plaine apparaunceshonne :)

In plainer wise to tell her grieuaunce she bc-

gonne.
53

And all attonce discouercd her desire

With sighes, and sobs, and plaints, and
piteous griefe,

The outward s])arkes of her in burning fire ;

Wliich spent in vaine.atlastshe told herbricfe,

That but if she did lend her short reliefe,

And do her comfort, she mote algates dye.

But the chaste damzell, that had neuer priefe

Of such malengine and fine forgerie,

Did easily belecue her strong extremitie.

54
Full easie was for her to haue beliefe.

Who by self-feeling of her feeble sexe.

And by long triall of the inward griefe.

Wherewith imperious loue her hart did vexe,

Could iudge what paines do louing harts

perplexe.

Who mcanes no guile, be guiled soonest shall,

Andtofaircsemblauncedothlightfaithannexe;

The bird, that knowes not the false fowlers call.

Into his hidden net full easily doth fall.

55. .

For thy she would not in discourteise wise,

Scorne the faire offer of good will profest

;

For great rebuke it is, loue to despise.

Or rudely sdeigne a gentle harts request

;

But with faire countenaunce, as beseemed best,

Her entertaynd ; nath'lesse she inly deemd
Her loue too light, to wooe a wandring guest

:

Which she misconstruing, thereby csteemd

That from like inward fire tliat outward smoke
had steemd.

56
Therewith a while she her flit fancy fed.

Till she mote winne fit time for her desire.

But yet her wound still inward freshly bled,

And through her bones the false instilled fire

Did spred it selfe, and venime close inspire.

Tho were the tables taken all away.

And euery knight, and euery gentle Squire

Gan choose his dame with Basciomani gay,

With whom he meant to make his sport and

courtly play.

57
Some fell to daunce, some fell to hazardry,

Some to make loue, some to make meriment,

As diuerse wits to diuers things apply ;

And all the while faire Malecasta bent

Her crafty engins to her close intent.

By thisth'eternall lampes, wherewith high loue

Doth light the lower world, were halfe yspent,

And the moist daughters of huge Atlas stroue

Into \.\\Q Ocean deepe to driue their weary droue.

. .
58

High time it seemed then for euery wight

Them to betake vnto their kindly rest
;

Eftsoones long waxen torches weren light,

Vnto their bowres to gulden euery guest

:

Tho when the Dritoncsse saw all the rest

Auoidcd quite, she gan her sclfc dcspoile.

And safe commit to her soft fethered nest,

Wliere through long watch, and late daycs

weary toilc.

She soundly slept, and careful! thoughts did

quite assoile.
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59
w whenas all the world in silence deepe

shrowded was, and euery mortall wight

'as drowned in the depth of deadly sleepe,

lire Malecasla, whose engrieued spright

Duld find no rest in such perplexed plight,

ightly arose out of her wearie bed,

nd vnder the blacke vele of guilty Night,

er with a scarlot mantle couered,

at was with gold and Ermines faireenueloped.

60

en panting soft, and trembling eucrie ioynt,

er fear fu 11 feete towards the bowre shemoued

;

Tiere she for secret purpose did appoynt
lodge the warlike mayd vnwisely loucd,

nd to her bed approching, first she prooued,

'Tiether she slept or wakt, w ith her soft hand
le softly felt, if any member mooued,
nd lent her wary eare to vndeistand,

my pufie of breath, or signe of scnce she fond.

6r

lich whenas none she fond, with easie shift,

ox fcare least her vnwares she should abrayd,

h'embro<Jerd quilt she lightly vp did lift,

nd by her side her sclfe she softly luyd,

f euery finest fingers touch affrayd
;

e any noise she made, ne word she spake,

ut inly sigh'd. At last the royall Mayd
ut of her quiet slombcr did awake,

d chaungd her weary side, tlic l^ttter case to

take.

62

icrc feeling one close couclied by her side,

le lightly Icpt out of her filed bed,

nd to her weajxin ran, in mindc to gride

he loathed k-nrhour. I5ut the Dame lialfe d( <1

liroMgh suddein fearc and ghastlv dnrilud,

id shrii'ke alowd, that through the house it

rorig,

nd the whole family therewith adrcd,

ashly f»ut of their rouzcd rr)uclus sprong,

d to the trouijied chamlxT all in arnu s did

throng.

r.7

63
And those six Knights that Ladies Champions,
And eke the Redcrosse knight ran to the stow nd,
Halfearmdand halfevnarmd,with themattons:
\\ here w hen confusedly they came, they fownd
Their Lady lying on the sencelesse grownd

;

On th'other side, they saw die warlike Mavd
All in her snow-white smocke, with locks

vnbownd,
Threatning the point of her auenging blade,

That with so troublous terrour they were all

dismavde.
64

About their Lady first they flockt arownd.
Whom hauing laid in comfortable couch,

Shortly they reard out of her frcsen swownd
;

And afterwards they gan with fowle reproch

Tostirrevpstrife,andtroublousconteckebroch:

But by ensample of the last dayes losse,

None of them rashly durst to her approch,

Ne in so glorious spoile thtmselues embosse
;

Her succourd eke the Champion of the bloudy
Crosse.

65
But one of those sixe knights, Gardanle hight,

Drew out a deadly bow and arrow kecne,

\\ hich forth he sent with felonous despight,

And fell intent against the virgin sheene :

The mortall Steele stayd not, till it was scene

To gore iicr side, yet was the w ounil not deepe,

But lightly rased her soft silken skin.

That drojisof puri>lebloud thereout did wecpe,
Which did her lilly smock with Staines of ver-

meil StCCI)C.

Wherewith cnrag'd she fiercely at them flew,

And with her flaming sword al>out her layd,

That none of t Ikm foulc miscl I ii fe could t schew

,

15utwithhcrdria(lfullstrokcsw».re;'.lIc!i>nuivd:

Here, tlure, antl cuiry whereabout her swayil

Ihr wrathfiill Steele, that none mote it abide ;

And eke the KeJcrossc knight gauc her good
aid.

Ay ioyning foot to foot, ai d si<le to side,

Tliat in short space their foes they haue quite

terrifidc.

T\\o whcn.ts all were jnit to shanufull llight.

The noble lirilottuirtis her arav<l.

And her bright arines uIkjuI her Ixnly dighf :

For nothing would she lenger there Ik' stayd,

Where so l(K>se life, and so vngentic trade

Was vmI of Knights and luidit s seeming gent :

So earely ere the grossc Kirllus grvesv shade
Was nil <lis|K-rsi out of the lirmament,

Tljcy tookc their steeds, and ft)rth v|H)n thiir iourncy went.
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Cant. II.

The Redcrosse knight to Britomart

describeth Artegall

:

The wondrous myrrhoiir, by which she

in hue with him didjail.

I

Here haue I cause, in men iust blame to find,

That in their proper prayse too partiall bee,

And not indifferent to woman kind,

To whom no share in armes and cheualrie

They do impart, ne maken memorie
Of their braue gestes and prowesse martiall

;

Scarse do they spare to one or two or three,

Rowme in theirwrits ; yet thesame writing small

Does all their deeds deface, and dims their

glories all,

2

But by record of antique times I find,

That womenwont in warres to bearc mostsway,
And to all great exploits them selues inclind :

Of which they still the girlond bore away.

Till enuious Men fearing their rules decay,

Gan coyne streight lawes to curb their liberty
;

Yet sith they warlike armes haue layd away,
They haue exceld in artes and pollicy.

That now we foolish men that prayse gin eke

t'enuy.

3.

Of warlike puissaunce in ages spent,

Be thou faire Britomart, whose prayse I write,

But of all wisedome be thou precedent,

soueraigne Queene, whose prayse I would
endite,

Endite I would as dewtie doth excite
;

But ah my rimes too rude and rugged arre,

When in so high an obiect they do lite,

And striuing, fit to make, I feare do marre :

Thy selfe thy prayses tell, and make them
knowen farre.

4
She trauelling with Guyon by the way.
Of sundry things faire purpose gan to find,

T'abridg their iourney long, and lingring day

;

Mongst which it fell into that Faeries mind,
To aske this Briton Mayd, what vncouth wind,

Brought herinto those parts, and what inquest

Made her dissemble her disguised kind :

Faire Lady she him seenid, like Lady drest,

But fairest knight aliue, when armed was her

brcst.

Thereat she sighing softly, had no powre
To speake a while, ne ready answere make.
But with hart-thrilling throbs and bitter

stowre,

As if she had a feuer fit, did quake.

And euery daintie limbe with horrour shake
;

And euer and anone the rosy red,

Flasht through her face, as it had been a flake

Of lightning, through bright heauenfulmined;
At last the passion past she thus him answered.

Faire Sir, I let you weete, that from the howre
I taken was from nourses tender pap,

I haue beene trained vp in warlike stowre,

To tossen speare and shield, and to affrap

The warUke ryder to his most mishap

;

Sithence I loathed haue my life to lead,

As Ladies wont, in pleasures wanton lap,

To finger the fine needle and nyce thread ;

Me leuer were with point of foemans speare be

dead.

7

All my delight on deedes of armes is set.

To hunt out perils and aduentures hard.

By sea, by land, where so they may be met,

Onely for honour and for Irigh regard,

Without respect of richesse or reward.

For such intent into these parts I came,

Withouten compasse, or withouten card,

Far fro my natiue soyle, that is by name
The greater Britaine, here to seeke for prayse

and fame.

8

Fame blazed hath, that here in Faery lond

Do many famous Knightes and Ladies wonne,

And many straunge aduentures to be fond.

Of which great worth and worship may be

wonne
;

\Miich I to proue, this voyage haue begonne.

But mote I weet of you, right curteous knight,

Tydings of one, that hath vnto me donne
Late foule dishonour and reprochfuU spight,

The which I seeke to wrcake, and Arlhcgall he

hight.

9
The word gone out, she backe againe would call.

As her repenting so to haue missayd.

But that he it vp-taking ere the fall,

Her shortly answered ; Faire martiall Mayd
Certes ye misauised beene, t'vpbrayd

A gentle knight with so vnknightly blame

:

For weet ye well of all, that euer playd

At tilt or tourney, or like warhke game.
The noble Arlhemll hath euer borne the name.
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10

r thy great wonder were it, if such shame
lould euer enter in his bounteous thought,

r euer do, that mote deseruen blame :

he noble courage neuer weeneth ought,

hat may vnworthy of it selfe be thought,

lierefore, faire Damzell, be ye well aware,

»st that too farre ye haue your sorrow

sought

:

ou and your countrey both I wish welfare,

d honour both ; for each of other worthy are.

II

e royall Mayd woxe inly wondrous glad,

heare her Loue so highly magnifide,

nd ioyd that euer she afJixed had,

cr hart on knight so goodly glorifide,

ow euer finely she it faind to hide :

he louing mother, that nine monethes did

beare,

\ the deare closet of her painefuU side,

!er tender babe, it seeing safe ap[x?are,

ithnotsomuchrcioyce,asshereioyccdtheare.

12

t to occasion him to further talkc,

o feed her humour with his pleasing stile,

'er list in strifull tcrmcs with him to balke,

nd thus rci)Iide, How euer, Sir, ye file

our curteous tongue, his praysc-s to compile,

: ill Ix^sccmcs a knight of gentle sort,

ach as ye haue him Ixxisted, to beguile

simple mayd, and worke so haynous tort,

slianie of knighthood, as I hrgely can rci)ort.

t \)e therefore my vcngcaunce to disswadc,

nd read, where I tiiat favtour false may fuul.

h, but if reason faire might you [x^rswade,

slake your wrath, and mollifie your mind,
iaid he) [KThaps yc should it better find :

or hardy thing it is, to wecnc by might,
hat man to hard conditions to bind,

r ho[>c to matrli in cnuill fight,

i

rowc-ssc panigon s;iw neuer liuing wight.

'lilich is it easic fr»r to read,

now ()f\ earth, or how he may Ixj found ;

or lie nc wonmth in one cirlaint- sti-ad,

lut r< stlcssc walkelh all the world around,
ky doing things, that to his fame redound.
)-.(,.., li„j, I^i,li,H» cuise, and ()r|)hans riglit,

M) he luans, tluit any doth confound
IP 111 roinforflcvsc, through t\ r:iniiy or tni^lit

;

1 i"k his soucntine honour rai-sde to hcauens
hight.

His feeling words her feeble sence much pleased,

And softly sunck into her molten hart

;

Hart that is inly hurt, is greatly eased

With hope of thing, that may allegge his smart;
For pleasing words are like to Magick art.

That doth th.^ charmed Snake in slomber lay :

Such secret ease felt gentle Briiovtart,

Yet list the same eflorce ^\ ith faind gainesay
;

So dischord oft in Musick makes the sweeter lay.

16

And said. Sir knight, these idle termes forbeare,

And sith it is vncath to find his haunt.

Tell me some markcs,by which hemay appeare,

If chaunce I him encounter parauaunt

;

For perdie one shall other slay, or daunt

:

\Miat shape, what shield, what armcs, what
steed, what sted.

And what so else his person most may vaunt ?

All which the Rcdcrosse knight to \mv\i arcd,

And him in euery part before her fashioned.

17

Yet him in euery part before she knew.

How euer list her now her knowledge faine,

Sith him whilome in Britaine she did vew.

To her rtuealed in a mirrhour plaine,

Whereof did grow her first engraffed paine ;

Whose root and stalke so bitter yet did tast,

lliat but the fruit moresweetnessedidcontaine.

Her wretched daycs in dolour she mote wast,

.\nd vicld the pray of loue to lotliscme death at

last.

18

Hy strange occasion she did him Ixhold,

An<l much morestrangelygan to loue hi-^ sight.

As it in bookcs hath written Ixne of old.

In Dcheuharth that now South-waKs is hight,

Whattimeking/\'yfM<Yraign'd,ar.ddialidright,

The great Miigitian Mtrliti had deuiz'd.

\W liis dee])C science, and hell-dreaded might,

.\ lcK)king glasse, riglit wondrously aguiz'd,

Whfjsc vertui-s through the wyile world soone

were solcmniz'd.

10

It vertue had. to shew in ] crfect 'iclit.

What euer tiling was in the world contaviul.

lUtwixt the lowist earth and heaiieiis hight.

So that it to the l(K>ker ap|)ertayiul ;

What euer f(K' had wrought .or frend had faynd,

llierein discouered was, ne ought mote jkis,

Nc ouglit in secret from the s;ime reinaynd ;

For tliv it round and h*)llow sliaind was.

I, ike to the world it stife, anil seem'd a world of

gl:iS.
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Who wonders not, that reades so wonderous

worke ?

But who does wonder, that has red the Towre,

Wherein th'/Egyptian Phao long did lurke

From all mens vew, that none might her

discoure,

Vet she might all men vew out of her bowre ?

Great Plolomcee it for his lemans sake

Ybuilded all of glasse, by Magicke powre,

And also it impregnable did make
;

Yet when his loue was false, he with a peaze it

brake.

21

Such was the glassie globe that Merlin made,
And gaue vnto king Ryence for his gard,

That neuer foes his kingdome might inuade,

But he it knew at home before he hard

Tydings thereof, and so them still debar'd.

It was a famous Present for a Prince,

And worthy worke of infinite reward,

That treasonscould bewray,and foes conuince

;

Happie this Realme, had it remained euer since.

22

One day it fortuned, faire Britotnart

Into her fathers closet to repayre
;

For nothing he from her reseru'd apart,

Being his onely daughter and his hayre :

Wherewhen she hadespyde that mirrhourfayre.
Her selfe a while therein she vewd in vaine

;

Tho her auizing of the vertues rare,

Which thereof spoken were, she gan againe
Her to bethinke of, that mote to her selfe per-

taine.

23
But as it falleth, in the gentlest harts

Imperious Loue hath highest set his throne,

And tyrannizeth in the bitter smarts
Of them, that to him buxome are and prone :

So thought this.Mayd(as maydensvse to done)
Whom fortune for her husband would allot.

Not that she lusted after any one ;

For she wiis pure from blame of sinfull blot.

Yet wist her life at kist must lincke in that
same knot.

24
Eftsoones there was presented to her eye
A comely knight, all arm'd in complete wize.
Through whose bright ventayle lifted vp on hye
His manly face, that did his foes agrize,

And friends to termes of gentle truce cntize,

Lookt foorth, as Phcc'^us face out of the east,

Betwixt two shadie mountaines doth arize
;

Portly his vierson was, and much increast

Through his Heroicke grace, and honorable gest.

25
II is crest was couered with a couchant Hound,
And all his armour seem'd of antique mould,
But wondrous massie and assured sound,
And round about yfretted all with gold.

In which there written was with cyphers old,

Achilles annes, which Arihegall did win.

And on his shield enueloped seuenfold

He bore a crowned litle Ermilin,

That deckt the azure field with her faire poul-

drcd skin.

26
The Damzell well did vew his personage.

And liked well, ne further fastned not.

But went her way ; ne her vnguilty age
Did weene, vnwares, that her vnlucky lot

Lay hidden in the bottome of the pot

;

Of hurt vnwist most daunger doth redound :

But the false Archer, which that arrow shot

So slyly, that she did not feele the wound,
Did smyle full smoothly at her weetlesse wofull

stound.

27
Tlienceforth the feather in her loftie crest,

Ruffed of loue, gan lowly to auaile,

And her proud portance, and her princely gcst,

Withwhichsheearsttryumphcd.nowdidquailc:
Sad, solemne, sowre, and full of fancies fraile

She woxe
;
yet wist she neither how, nor why,

She wist not, silly Mayd, what she did aile,

Yet wist, she was not well at ease perdy.

Yet thought it was not loue, but some melan-

cholv.

28

So soone as Night had with her pallid hew
Defast the beautie of the shining sky,

And reft from men the worlds desired vew,

She with her Nourse adowne to sleepe did lye ;

But sleepe full farre away from her did fly :

In stead thereof sad sighcs, and sorrowcs deepe

Kept watch and ward about her warily.

That nought she did but way le, and often steepe

Her daintie couch with teai es, which closely she

did weepe.

29
And if that any drop of slombring rest

Did chaunce to still into her wearie spright,

When feeble nature felt her selfe opprcst,

Streight way with dreames, and with fantas-

ticke sight

Of dreadfuU things the same was put to flight,

That oft out of her bed she did astart,

As one with vew of ghastly fcends affright

:

Tho gan she to renew her former smart.

And thinke of that faire visage, written in licr

hart.
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•ne night, when she was tost with such vnrcst,

Her aged Nurse, whose name was Glance hight,

Feeling her leape out of her loathed nest,

Betwixt her feeble armes her quickly keight,

\nd downe againe in her warme bed lier dight;

.\h my deare daughter, ah my dearest dread,

^V'hat vncouth fit (said she) what euill plight

[lath thee opprest, and with sad drtaryhead

haunged thy liuely cheare, and liuing made
thee dt.ad ?

or not of nought these suddeine ghastly feares

Ml night afflict thy naturall repose.

And all the day, when as thine equall peares

Hieir fit disp>orts with faire delight doe chcSe,

Faou in dull corners doest thy sclfe inclose,

Se tastest Princes pleasures, ne doest sprcd

\broafl thy fresh youthes fairest flowre, but lose

[3oth leafe and fruit, both too vntimely shed,

s one in wilful! bale for euer buried.

32
lie time, that mortall men their weary cares

[)o lay away, and all wildc beastes do rest,

\nd eucry riuer eke his course forbcares,

rhen doth tfiis wicked euill thee infest,

\nd riue with thousand throbs thy thrilled

brest ;

Akc an huge Aeln' of dccpe engulfed griefe,

v»rro\v is h<.tii>ed in thy hollow chest.

Alienee forth it breakc-s in sighes and anguish
rife,

s smoke and sulphurc mingled with confused

strife.

ye me, how much I fearc, least louc it bee
;

iJut if tliat louc it be, as sure I rtwl

W knowen sigut-s and [sissitjus, whic h I see,

k it worthy of tiiv rare an<l roynll send,

rhen I auow by this most s;irre(l head
>f n»y deare foster child, to case thy griefe,

\nd w in thy \s ill : Therefore away fUx: dread ;

"or di-iith nor daunger fr(»m thy dew reliefe

ull mc delKirre, tell me therefore mv liefest

licfc.

34
1 hnninp ^lid, her twixt her armes twnine

litly strastid, and (olled teiiderlv,

trembling iovnt. and euery vuine
niv felt, and riibU-d busilv,

'• the frosen tolij away to flv ;

\r»d her faire deawy vu-s with kisM-s deare
^hc oft did Uith, and oft againe did clry

;

\inl cuer her imi»ortund. not to fearc
I) let the se< ret (.f Ii« r hart to lit r apjicarc.

0:!

The Damzell pauzd, and then thus fearefully

;

Ah Nurse, what needeth thee to eke my paine?

Is not enough, that I alone doe dye,

But it must doubled be with death of twaine ?

For nought for me but death there doth re-

maine.

daughter deare (said she) despaire no whit
;

For neuer sore, but might a salue obtaine :

That blinded God, which hath ye blindly smit,

Another arrow kith your louers hart to hit.

36
But mine is not (quoth she) like others wound

;

For which no reason can find remedy.
Was neuer such, but mote the like be found,

(Said she) and though no reason may apply

Salue to your sore, yet louc can higlier stye.

Then reasons reach,and oft hath wondersdonne.
But neither God of loue, nor God of sky
Can doe (said she) that, which cannot be donne.

Things oft impossible (quoth she) setme, ere

begonne.

.
37

These idle words (said she) doe nought asswage
Mystubborncsmart, but moreannoyance breed,

I*"or no no vsuall lire, no vsuall rage

It is, O Nurse, which on my life doth feed.

And suckes the bloud, which from my hart

doth bleed.

But since thy faithfull zcale lets mc not hyde
My crime, (if crime it be) I will it reed.

NorPrince.nor [Hrreit is.whoscloue hathgryde
My feeble brest of late, and launched this wound

wvdc,

38 .

Nor man it is, nor otlier liuing wight
;

For then some lio|>c I might vnto me draw.
But th'only shade and senibl.uil of a knight,

W hftsc shape or ]>erson yet I neuer saw,

llath me subiected to loues cruell law :

The same one day, as mc misfortune led,

1 in my fathers wondrous niirrhour saw,

And pleased with that seiniing g(HHllv-hed.

\"nwarislhehi<ldenhookewithl»;uteIswall(>wul.

Siihcns it hatli infixed faster hold

Within my bleeding luiwels, and so sore

.Now r.iiK kleth in this same frailelleshly mould,
That all mineentrailes How with |H)ysnousgorc,

.'\iid th'vKer groweth daiK- more and more ;

Ni- can my running sore lind reiimlie,

Other then my hard fortune to deplore.

And languish as the leafe falne from the tree,

Till death make tine end of mydayisand miscrie.
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40

Daughter (said she) what need ye be dismayd,

Or why make ye such Monster of your mind ?

Of much more vncouth thing I was c.ffrayd
;

Of filthy lust, contrarie vnto kind :

But this affection nothing straunge I find
;

For who with reason can you aye reproue,

To loue the semblant pleasing most your mind,

And yield your heart, whence ye cannot re-

moue ?

No guilt in you, but in the tyranny of loue.

Not so tWArabian Myrrhe did set her mind
;

Nor so did Biblis spend her pining hart,

But lou'd their natiue flesh against all kind,

And to their purpose vsed wicked art

:

Yet playd Pasiphae a more monstrous part,

That lou'd a Bull and learnd a beast to bee ;

Such shamefull lusts who loaths not, which

depart

From course of nature and of modestie ?

Sweet loue such lewdnes bands from his faire

companie.

42
But thinemy Deare (welfare thy heart my deare)

Though strange beginning had, yet fixed is

On one, that worthy may perhaps appeare
;

And certes seemes bestowed not amis :

loy thereof haue thou and eternall blis.

With that vpleaning on her elbow weake,

Her alablaster brest she soft did kis,

Which all that while she felt to pant and quake.
As it an Earth-quake were ; at last she thus

bespake.

43
Beldame, your words do3 worke me litle ease;

For though my loue be not so lewdly bent.

As those ye blame, yet may it nougnt appease

My raging smart, ne ought my flame relent,

But rather doth my helpelesse gricfe augment.

For they, how euer shamefull and vnkind,

Yet did possesse their horrible intent

:

Short end of sorrowes they thereby did find
;

So was their fortune good, though wicked were

their mind.

44
But wicked fortune mine, ihougli mind be good.

Can hauc no end, nor hope of my desire.

But feed on shadowcs, whiles I die for food.

And like a shadow wexc, whiles with entire

Affection, I doe languish and expire.

I fonder, then Cephisiis foolish child,

Who hauing vewcd in a fountaine shere

His face, was with the loue thereof bcguild
;

I fonder loue a shade, the bodie farre exild.

45
Nought like (quoth she) for that same wretched

boy
Was of himselfe the idle Paramoure :

Both loue and louer, without hope of ioy,

For which he faded to a watry flowre.

But better fortune thine, and better howre,

Which lou'st the shadow of a warlike knight

;

No shadow, but a bodie hath in i:)Owre :

That bodie, wheresocuer that it light,

May learned be by cyphers, or by Magicke
might.

.46
But if thou may w-ith reason yet represse

The growing euill, ere it strength haue got,

And thee abandond wholly doe possesse,

Against it strongly striue, and yield thee not,

Till thou in open field adowne be smot.

But if the passion mayster thy fraile might.

So that needs loue or death must be thy lot,

Then I auow to thee, by wrong or right

To compasse thy desire, and find that loued

knight.

47
Her chearefull words much cheard the feeble

spright

Of the sicke virgin, that her downe she layd

In her warme bed to sleepe, if that she might;
And the old-woman carefully displayd

The clothes about her round with busie ayd

;

So that at last a little creeping sleepe

Surprisd her sense : She tiierewith well apayd,
Thedrunkcnlampedowneinthcoyledidsteepe,
And set her by to watch, and set her bv to

weepe.
^^

Earely the morrow next, before that day
His ioyous face did to the world reueale.

They both vprose and tooke their readie way
Yuto the Church, their prayers to appeale.

With great dcuotion, and with litle zeale :

For the faire Damzell from the holy herse

Herloue-sicke hart to other thoughts did steale;

And that old Dame said many an idle verse.

Out of her daughters hart i'ond fancies to

reuerse.

49
Returned home, the royall Infant fell

Into her former fit ; for why, no powre
Nor guidance of her selfe in her did dwell.

But th'aged Nurse her calling to her bowrc.

Had gathered Rcw,and Sauinc, and the flowre

Of Camphora, and Calamint, and Dill,

All which she in a earthen Pot did poure,

And to the brim with Colt wood did it fill.

And many dro[-)S of milke and bloud through it

did spill.
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hen takinf; thrise three haires from off her head,

rhem trebl)' breaded in a threefold lace,

\nd round about the pots mouth, boiind the

thread,

\nd after hauing whispered a space

>rtaine sad words, with hollow voice and bace,

^he to the vir^n said, thrise said she it
;

rome daughter come, come ; spit vponmyface,
5pit thrise vpon me, thrise vpon me spit

;

h'vTieuen number for this businesse is most fit.

51

hat sayd, her round about she from her turnd,

^he turned her contrarie to the Sunne,

Hirise she her turnd contrary, and retumd,
Ml contrary, for she the right did shunne,

\nd euer wliat she did, was strei<j;ht vndonne.

k) thought she to vndoe her daughters loue :

^ut loue, that is in gentle brest begohne,

*^'o idle charmes so lightly may remoue,
bat well can witnesse, who by triall it docs

proue.

e ought it mote the noble Mayd auayle,

'Ce slake the furie of her crucli flame,

5ut tliat shestilldidw;ustc,and still did wayle,

rhat through long languour, and liart-buming

br;^me

'lortly like a pyncd phost became,
1 long hath waited by the St\gian strond.

1 h'li when old ClauceKiwAor fcarc least blame
)f her miscarriage should in htr be fond,

le wi«,t not how t'amcnd, nor how it to with-

stond.

CmiL III

Merlin beurnycs to BriUwmrt,

the state of/irte^all.

And shnivs the fiww.is Progeny

'ivhich from them sfvin^cn shall.

I

»st «iacTcd fire, th:it bunust niirhtily

n li'iing brcsts, ykindlc*! (irst ;iU»ue,

'St ih'cfcrnall sphcrts .hkI l.itnpini! skv.

:< nrcp<iur(!ititonHn,wlii< linitncilllxjuc;

>ot tfuit s'UMc.wliic lulf)lli liascafferlioiismouc

n bruti».h minrls, and hllhv lust iiidamc,

lut that sweet III, that (lr>ili true iK-auti'.' loue,

md rlioscth vertuc for his fli-jircst Dame,
hcnre spring nil noble deeds and neucr dying
(an.c

:

Well did Antiquitie a God thee deeme,
That ouer mortall minds hast so great might,
To order them, as bc-st to thee doth seeme,
And all their actions to direct aright

;

The fatall purpose of diuine foresight,

Thou doest effect in destined descents,

Through deepe impression of thy secret might,
And stirredst vp thTIerots hij^h intents,

Which the late world admyres for wondrous
moniments.

^

But thy dread darts in none doe triumph more,
Ne brauer proofe in any, of thy powre
Shew'dst thou. then in this royall Maid of vore,

Making her secke an vnknowne Paramoure,
From the \n orlds end, through many a bitter

stowre

:

[rayse

From \\hose two loyncs thou afterwards did
Most famous fruits of matrimoniall bo\\Te,

Which through the earth haue spred their

lining prayse,

That fame in trompe of gold eternally displaycs.

4
Begin then, my dearest sacred Dame,
Daughter of Phn^biis and of Memorie,
That doest ciuioblc with immortall name
The warlike Worthies, from antiquitie.

In thy great volume of Etcmi tie ;

Ikgin, Clio, and recount from hence
My glorious Soueraincs goodlv auncestrie,

Till that by dew dtgrets and long jirotense,

Thou haue it lastly brought vnto her Excellence.

5
Full many waycs within her troubled mind,
Old Glance cast, to cure this I^diis pritfe

:

Full many waiesshesouf^ht. but none n mid find.

Nor herlxs, nor charmes, nor counscll, that is

rhi'fe

,\tid choisfst med'cine for sickc harts r«.liefe :

For thy },'reat rare she tookc, and j^natcr feare,

Least that it should lu r turno to fonle npricfe,

And sore rei>ro<h, wWu so her father dearc
SIk)u1»1 of his clearest daughters hard misfortune

he-are. 5

At last she her auisd, that he, which made
That inirrhour. wluri in the si»ke Darnoscll

Sostraunj^ily vewid lur stra»in^,'e loutrs shade,
To Wert, the Kariucl Mcrlitt, well could till,

N'lidrr what anist of heauen the man «lid dwell,

And by what mcancs his loue might best be
wrought

:

For thoii^'h Ik-voiuI the Afriek Isntarll.

Or tir Indian /Vr/« he were, slie thou^jht

Ilini forth throuj^h infinite endiuour to Imue
sought.
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Forthwilhthemseluesdisguisingbothinstraunge

And baseattyrc, that none might them bewray,
To Maridnnwn, that is now by chaunge

Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke their

way

:

There the wise il/^r/mwhylome wont (they say)

To make his wonne, low vnderneath theground,

. In a deepe delue, farre from the vew of day,

That of no Huing wight he mote be found,

When so he counseld with his sprights encom-
past round. q

And if thou euer happen that same way
To trauell, goe to see that dreadfull place :

It is an hideous hollow caue (they say)

Vnder a rocke that lyes a little space

From the swift Barry, tombling downe apace,

Emongst the woodie hilles of Dyneuoiire :

But dare thou not, I charge, in any cace.

To enter into that same balcfuU Bowre,

For fear the cruell Feends should thee vnwares

deuowre.

But standing high aloft, low lay thine eare,

And there such ghastly noise of yron chaincs,

AndbrasenCaudronsthoushaltrom.blingheare,

Which thousand sprights with long enduring

paines

Doe tosse, that it will stonne thy feeble bralncs,

And oftentimes great grones, and grieuous

stounds,

Wlientcohugetoileandlabourthemconstraincs:

Andoftentimesloudstrokes,andringingsounds

From vnder that deepe Rocke most horribly

rebounds.
lO

The cause some say is this : A litle while

Before that Merlin dyde, he did intend,

A brascn wall in compas to compile

About Cairmardin, and did it commend
Vnto these Sprights, to bring to perfect end.

During which worke the Ladie of the Lake,

Whom long he lou'd, for him in hast did send,

Wlio thereby forst his workemcn to forsake.

Them bound till his returne, their labour not to

slake.

In themeanetime through that false Ladicstrainc,

He was surprisd, and buried vnder bcare,

Ne euer to his worke returnd againe :

Nath'l sse those feends may not their worke
forbcare,

So greatly his commaundement they feare,

But there doe toyle and trauell day and night,

Vntill that brasen wall they vp doe rcare :

For Merlin had in Magicke more insight,

Then euer him before or after lining wight.

For he by words could call out of the sky

Both Sunne and Moone, and make them him
obay

:

The land to sea, and sea to maineland dry,

And darkesome night he eke could turne to day

:

Huge hostes of men he could alone dismay,
And hostes of men of meanest things could

frame,

When so him list his enimies to fray :

That to this day for terror of his fame.

The feends do quake, when any him to them
does name.

13
And sooth, men say that he was not the sonne

Of mortall Syre, or other lining wight,

But wondrously begotten, and begonne
By false illusion of a guilefuil Spright,

On a faire Ladie Nonne, that whilome hight

Matilda, daughter to Pubidius,

Who was the Lord of Mathraiiall by right.

And coosen vnto king Amhrosius :

Whence he indued was with skill so maruellous.

14

They here ariuing, staid a while without,

Ne durst aduenture rashly in to wend.

But of their first intent gan make new dout

For dread of daunger, which it might portend:

Vntill the hardie Mayd (with loue to frend)

First entering, the dreadfull Mage there found

Deepe busied bout worke of wondrous end,

And writing strange characters in the ground,

With which thestubborn feends he to his seruice

bound.
15

He nought was moued at their entrance bold:

For of their comming well he wist afore,

Yet list them bid their businesse to vnfold.

As if ought in this world in secret store

W^ere from him hidden, or vnknowne of yore.

Then Glance thus, Let not it thee offend,

That we thus rashly through thy darkesome

dore,

Vnwares haue prcst : for cither fatall end,

Or other mightie cause vs two did hither send.

16

He bad tell on ; And then she thus began.

Now haue three Moones with borrow'd

brothers light, [wan.

Thrice shincd faire, and thrice seem'd dim and

Sith a sore euill, which this virgin bright

Tormenteth, and doth plonge indolefull plight,

First rooting tooke; but what thing it mote bee,

Or whence it sprong, I cannot read aright

:

But this I read, that but if rcmedee

Thou her afford, full short Iv I her dead shall see.
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lierewith th'Enchaunter softly gan to smyle

^t her smooth speeches, weeting inly well,

rhat she to him dissembled womanish guyle,

^nd to her said, Beldame, by that ye tell,

•lore need of kach-craft hath your Damozell,

rhen of my skill : who heli:)e may haue else-

where,

n vaine seekes wonders out of Magicke spell.

Ii'old woman wox half blanck, those words to

heare
;

id yet was loth to let her purix)se plaine

appeare.
^g

id to him said, If any leaches skill,

)r other learned meanes could haue redrest

'his my deare daughters deepe engrafted ill,

'ertes 1 should be loth thee to molest ":

Jut this sad euill, which doth her infest,

)oth course of naturall cause farre exceed,

md housed is within her hollow brcst,

Tiat either scenus some cursed witches deed,
• euill spright, that in her doth such torment

breed.
^^

10 wi<;ard could no longer bcare her Ixird,

Jut (trusting forth in laughter, to her sayd ;

ilauce, what nectls this colourable word,

'o cloke the cause, that hath it sclfe bewrayd?
so ye fairo Britovmrlis, tiius ara\(l,

lore hidden arc, then Sunne in cloudy vole;

Miom thy good fortune, hauirig fate obavd,
lath hither brought, for succour to ai>|)cle :

le which the powres to thee are pleased to

rcuclc.
20

le doubtfull Mayd, seeing her sclfe descryde,

Vas all alxisht, and her pure yuory
nto a ck-are Carnation sud<kuie dydc ;

Is faire Aurora ri>ing hastily,

>)th by her blushing tell, that she did lye

11 night in old Tithonus froscn iK-d.

Vhereof she seemes asharne<l inwardly.

Jut her old Nourse was nmight dishartcncd,

Jt vauntagc made of that, whicli Merlin had
ared.

21

nd sayd, Sith then thou knowcst all our griefc.

For what docst not thou know ?) of grace I

pray,

'•ur [»l:iint, and yirld vs meet rrlitfe.

that the I'ro|ilu-l still awhile <iid slay,

\u<\ then his spirile thus gan forth display ;

tlost noble N'irgiii, that by fatall lore

last learn'd to louo, let no whit thro tlismay

Hic hard U-gin, that meets thee in the dore,

nd with sharfK' fits thy tender hart opprcsscth
•ore.

For so must all things excellent begin.

And eke enrooted deepe must be that Tree,

Whose big embodied braunches shall not lin.

Till they to heauens hight forth stretched bee.

For from thy wombe a famous Progenie

Shall spring, out of the auncient Troiiin blood,

Which shall reuiue the sleeping memorie
Of those same ant ique Peres the heauens brc od

,

Which Greeke and Asian riuers stained with
their blood.

23
Renowmed kings, and sacred Emperours,
Thy fruitfull Ofspring, shall from thee descend;

Braue Captaines, and most mighty warriours.

That shall their conquests through all lands

extend.

And their decayed kingdomes shall amend :

The feeble Britons, broken with long warre.

They shall vpreare, and mightily defend

Against their forrein foe, that comes from farre.

Till vniuersall peace compound all ciuill iarrc.

24
It was not, Brilomart, thy wandring eye,

Glauncing vnwares in charmed looking glas.

But the streight course of heauenly destiny,

Led with eternall prouid«.nce. that has

(iuided thy glaunce, to bring his w ill to pas :

No is thy fate, no is thy fortune ill.

To loue the prowest knight, that euer was.

Therefore submit thy wayes vnto his will.

And do bv all ckw nicancs thv dcstinv fultill.

- 5

But read (s;iid Glautt) thou Magilian

NMiat meants shall she out seeke, or what
wayes take .•'

How shall she know, how shall she find the

man .''

Or what needs her to toyle, sith fates can make
Way for tlKinsilucs, their purpose to partake?

Then Merlin thus ; Iiukcd the fatt s are firme.

Ami may not shrinck, tlxnigh all the worUl do
shake

:

Vet ought mens gcKxlcndcuoursthcniconfirmc,

.\nd guide the heauenly causes to their con-

stant termc. .
20

IIjo man whom heauens haue ordavn«l to Ik'o

The s|)ousc' of IWilomart, is Arllux<ill

'

lie wotiiH'th in the land of Favitrr,

Vet is no Fitry Ixirne, no sib at all

To Klfrs, but sprong of setnl terrestriall,

An<l whilomo by falso h'nrirs 5tolnc awav.
Whiles yet in infatit cradle he did crall ;

Nc other to hims»lf«' is knowne this dav,
But that he In- an I'.Ue was gotten of u M/y.
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But sooth he is the sonne of Gorlois,

And brother vnto Cador Cornish king,

And for his warhke feates renowmed is,

From where the day out of the sea doth spring,

\'ntill the closure of the Euening.

From thence, him firmely bound with faithfull

band,

To this his natiue soyle thou backe shalt bring,

Strongly to aide his countrey, to withstand

The powre of forrein Paynims, which inuade

thy land.

28

Great aid thereto his mighty puissauncc,

And dreaded name shall giue in that sad day :

Where also proofe of thy prow valiaunce

Thou thcnshalt make, t'increase thy louers pray.

Long timeyebothinarmesshallbearegreat sway,

Till thy wombes burden thee from them do call.

And his last fate him from thee take away,

Too rathe cut off by practise criminall

Of secret foes, that him shall make in mischiefe

fall.

29
With thee yet shall he leaue for memory
Of his late puissaunce, his Image dead.

That liuing him in all actiuity

To thee shall represent. He from the head

Of his coosin Constanlius without dread

Shall take the crowne, that was his fathers right

,

Andtherewithcrownehimselfe in th'othersstead:

Then shall he issew forth with dreadfuU might,

.\gainst his Saxon foes in bloudy field to fight.

Like as a Lyon, that in drowsie caue

Hath long timeslept,himselfe soshall he shake,

Andcommingforth,shallspredhis bannerbraue

Ouer the troubled South, that it shall make
The warlike Merlhns for feare to quake :

Thrise shall he fight with them, and twise shall

win.

But the third time shall faire accordaunce make:

And if he then with victorie can lin,

He shall his dayeswith peace bring tohisearthly

In.

His Sonne, hight Vorlipore, shall him succeedc

In kingdome, but not in felicity
;

Yet shall he long time warre with happy speed.

And with great honour many battels try :

But at the last to th'importunity

Of froward fortune shall be forst to yield.

But his Sonne Malgo shall full mightily

Auenge his fatherslosse, with speareand shield

,

And his proud foes discomfit in victorious field.

32
Behold the man, and tell me Briiomarl,

If ay more goodly creature thou didst see
;

How like a Gyaunt in each manly part

Beares he himselfe with portly maiestee.

That one of th'old Heroes seemes to bee :

He the six Islands, comprouinciall

In auncient times vnto great Britainee,

Sliall to the same reduce, and to him call

Their sundry kings to do their homage seuerall.

33
, ,

m
All which his sonne Careticus awhile B
Shall well defend, and Saxons powre suppresse,

Vntill a straunger king from vnknowne soyle

Arriuing, him v.ith multitude opprcsse ;

Great Gormorid, hauing with huge mightinesse

Ireland subdewd, and therein fixt his throne,

Like a swift Otter, fell through emptinesse.

Shall ouerswim the sea with many one

Of his Norueyses, to assist the Britons fone.

34
He in his furie all shall ouerrunne,

And holy Church with faithksse hands deface.

That thy sad people vtterly fordonne.

Shall to the vtmost mountaines fly apace :

Was neuer so great wast in any place.

Nor so fowle outrage doen by liuing men :

For all thy Cities they shall sacke and race,

And the greene grasse, that groweth, they

shall brcn,

That euen the wild beast shall dy in staruedden.

.35,
\^Tiiles thus thy Britons do in languour pme,
Proud Elhcldred shall from the North arise,

Seruing th'ambitious will of Augustine,

And passing Dee with hardy enterprise,

Shall backe repulse the vaWaunt Brock-uelltwist,

And Bangor with massacred ^lartyrs fill

;

But the third time shall rew his foolhardise :

For Cadwan pittying his peoples ill.

Shall stoutly him defeat, and thousand Saxoni

kill.

36
But after him, Cadwallin mightily

OnhissonneiiV'a'/nallthosewrongsshallwreakej

Ne shall auaile the wicked sorcery

Of false Pellitc, his purposes to brcake,

But him shall slay, and on a gallowcs blcake

Shall giue th'cnchaunter his vnhappy hire
;

Then shall the Britons, late dismayd and weake,

From their long vassalage gin to respire,

.'Vnd on their Paynim foes auenge their rancklcc
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e sl12.ll he yet his wrath so micigate,

fill Loth the sonnes of Edwin he liaue slaine,

l^ricke and Osricke, twinnc-s vnfortunate,

ioth slaine in battell vpon Layburne plaine,

fogether with the king of LoiUhiane,

:light Adin, and the king of Orkeny,

3och ioynt partakers of their fatal! paine

:

3ut Peyida, fearefull of like destcny,

jail yield luni sclfe liis Utgeman, and sweare

fc-altv.

ini sliall he make his fatall Instrument,

f'atllict the other Saxons vnsubdewd

;

le marching forth with fury insolent

Vgaii.st the good king Oyu-ald, who indewd
iVitli heauenly jxjwre, and by Angels rcskewd,

^11 holding crosses in their hands on hye,

jhall him defeatc withouten bloud imbrewd:
)f which, that field for endlcsse memory,
lall Ileiuufuld be cald to all i)Osterity.

39
here at Cadicallin wroth, shall forth isscw,

Viid an huge hoste into NorthumlxT lead,

iVith which he godly Osuald shall subdcw,
\iA crowne with martyrdomc his sacred

head.

iV'hosc brother 6)5tfr«,daunted with like dread,

iVith price of siluer shall his kingdome buy,

Vnd Ptnda, seeking him adowne to tread,

ihall tread adowne, and do him fowly dye,

at sliall with gifts his Lord Cadwallin [xicif)-.

40
lien sliall Cadwallin dye, and then the raine

){ Unions eke with him altonce shall dye
;

S'c shall the gfxjd Cadwalladcr with paine,

)r |K)wre, l>e luiblc it to remedy,
Alien the full time pretixt by destiny,

iluillx: expire! of liritons regiment,

•or luaiicn it selfe shall their successe cnuy,
\ut\ tliiin witli plagui-s and murrins iKstilent

Me, till all their warlike puiss;unuc Ik-

, Mt.

et aftrr all these s(jrrr)wcs, and liuge hills

)f tlyiiig |»coplc, <!uring eiglit yearcs sjrace,

I'adicalLidrr not yiel<liiig to his ilU,

Krom Armorickr, where long in wretched

I'd, returning to his naliuc place,

• by vision staid from his intent :

I'hraiK-iis liiiiif tie*Teed, to displace

I 111- liritons. for tlitir sinncs«lew punislimcnt,

nd to the S ixutii oucryiue tlieir gouernnieni.

42

Then woe, and woe, and euerlasting woe,

Be to the Briton babe, that shalbe bonie,

To Hue in thraldome of his fathers foe
;

Late King,nowcaptiue, late Lord, now forlome.

The worlds rej^roch, the cruell victois scornc,

Banisht from Princely bowre to wastfull wood

:

who slxall helpe me to lament, and mourne
The royal! seed, the antique Troian blood,

Whose Empire lenger here,then euer any stood.

Tlie Damzel! was full deej^e empassioned,

Both for his gricfe, and for her peoples sake,

Whose future woes so plaine he fasliioned,

And sighing sore, at length him thus bespake ;

Ah but will heauens fury neuer slake.

Nor vcngeaunce huge reknt it selfe at last ?

Will not long misery late mercy make,
But shall their i.ame for euer be defast,

And quite from of the earth tlieir memory be

rast ?

AA
Nay but the terme (said he) is linuted,

Tliat in this thraldome Britons sliall abide,

And the iust reuolution measured,

That they as Straungtrs shalbe notifidc.

FortwisefourehundrethyeareJshall;csui>plide,

Ere they to former rule rest or 'd slialbec,

And their imjx)rtune fates all satisfide :

Vet during this their most obseuritee,

Their Ixami-s shall oft brcake forth, tliat men
tliem faire may see.

45
For Rhodoriikc, wllo^e surname shallK" Great,

Sliall of him selfe a braue en-ample shew,

That Saxon kings his friendship shall intrtat
;

And llourll I>lui shall gcxxlly well indew
The saluage minds >\iih skill of iust anei trew

;

Then GnJIyth Cotuin aKo sliall v|> reare

His elreaded head, ai.d the old sparkis renew
Of natiue cour.ige, tlurt his foe-s shall fearc,

l>e;Lst luuke againe the kingdeuiie he from them
shouM beare.

46
Ne shall the Saxons selm-s all ) eaceably

Enioy the crowne, which they from Htitons

wonne
First ill, and after ruled \Nickeill\-

:

F«»r ere two hundretl veare-s Ik- full outronne,

niiere shall a Kauen far from ri'^ing Suniie,

With his wide wings \|>on llu ni iierrcly tly,

And bid his faiililesse chickens onerronnc

The fruit full plaines, and with fell cruelty.

In tluir aucngc, lre*ad downc the victours sur*

«|ucdry.
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Yet shall a third both these, and thine subdew
;

There shall a Lyon from the sea-bord wood

Of Neustna come roring, with a crew

Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood,

Whose clawes were newly dipt in cruddy blood,

That from the Daniske Tyrants head shall rend

Th'vsurped crowne, as if that he were wood,

And the spoile of the countrcy conquered

Emongst his young ones shall diuide with

bountyhcd.

Tho when the terme is full accomplishid,

There shall a sparke of fire, which hath long-

while

Bene in his ashes raked vp, and hid,

Be freshly kindled in the fruitfull lie

Of Mona, where it lurked in exile
;

[flame,

Which shall breake forth into bright burning

And reach into the house, that beares the stile

Of royall maiesty and soueraigne name
;

So shall the Briton bloud their crowne againe

reclame.

49
Thenceforth eternall vnion shall be made
Betweene the nations different afore,

And sacred Peace shall louingly perswade

The warlike minds, to learne her goodly lore,

And ciuile arines to exercise no more :

Then shall a royall virgin raine, which shall

Stretch her white rod oucr the Belgicke shore,

And the great Castle smite so sore with all,

That it shall make him shake, and shortly

learne to fall.

50
But yet the end is not. There Merlin stayd.

As ouercomen of the spi rites powre,

Or other ghastly spectacle dismayd,

That secretly he saw, yet note discoure :

Which suddein fit, and halfe extatick stoure

When the two fearefull women saw, they grew
Greatly confused in behauioure

;

At last the fury past, to former hew
Heeturnd againe, and chearefull looks (as carst)

did shew.

51
Then, when them sclues they well instructed had
Of all, that needed them to be inquird,

They both concciuing hope of comfort glad,

With lighter hearts vnto their home retird
;

Where they in secret counscll close conspird,

How to effect so hard an enterprize.

And to posscssc the purpose they desird :

Now this, now that twixt them they did deuise,

And diuerse plots did frame, to maske in strange

disguise.

52
At last the Nourse in her foolhardy wit

Conceiu'd a bold deuise, and thus bespake
;

Daughter, I deeme that counsell aye most fit,

That of the time doth dew aduauntage take

;

Ye see that good king ViJier now doth make
Strong warre vpon the Paynim brethren, hight

Ocla and Oza, whom he lately brake

Beside Cayr Verolame, in victorious fight.

That now all Brilanie doth burne in amies
bright.

53
That therefore noughtourpassagemayempeach,
Let vs in feigned armes our selucs disguize.

And our weake hands (whom need new
strength shall teach)

The dreadfuU speare and shield to exercize

:

Ne certes daughter that same warlike wize

I weene, would you misseeme ; for ye bene tall,

And large of Umbe, t'atchieue an hard emprize,

Ne ought ye want, but skill, which practize

small

Will bring, and shortly make you a mayd
Martiall.

54
And sooth, it ought your courage much inflame,

To heare so often, in that royall hous,

From whence to none inferiour ye came.

Bards tell of many women valorous

Wliich haue full many feats aducnturous

Performd, in paragone of proudest men :

The bold Bunduca, whose victorious

Exploitsmade Ronie to quake, stout Giiendolen,

Renownied Marlia, and redoubted Emmilen.

And that , which more then all the restmay sway.

Late dayes ensample, which these eyes beheld,

In the last field before Meneuia _
Which Vther with those forrcin Pagans held,

I saw a Saxon \'irgin, the which feld

Great Vljin thrise vpon the bloudy plaine,

And had not Carados her hand withheld

From rash reuenge, she had him surely slain^

Yet CaradoshSmsoilQ from her escaptwith paine.

Ah read, (quoth Britovmrt) how is she hight ?

Faire Angela (quoth she) men do her call.

No whit lesse faire, then terrible in fight

:

She hath the leading of a Martiall

And mighty people, dreaded more then all

The other Saxons, which do for her sake

And loue, thcmselues of her name Angles cal

Therefore faire Infant her ensample make
Vnto thy selfe, and equall courage to thee tak<
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• harty words so dee{)e into the niynd

the young Danizell sunke, that great desire

warlike amies in her forthwith they tynd,

id generous stout courage did inspire,

lat she rebolu'd, vnweeting to her Sire,

iuent'rous knighthood on her selfe to don,

idcounseld with her Nourse, her Maides attire

• turne into a massy liabergeon,

i bad her all things put in readinesse anon.

old woman nought, that needed, did omit

;

It all things did conuenicntly puruay :

fortuned (so time their turne did fit)

band of Britons ryding on lorray

w dayes before, had gotten a great pray

: Saxon goods, emongst the which was scene

goodly Armour, and full rich aray,

liich long'd to Angela, the Saxon Queene,
fretted round with gold, and goodly well

beseene.

' same, with all the other ornaments,
ng Ryetue caused to be hanged hy
his chiefe Church, for endlesse monimcnts
his succcsse and gLidfuU victory :

which her sclfe auising readily,

th'euening late old GLmcc thither led

lire Brilotmirl, and that same Armory
Avne taking, her therein appareled,

II as she might, and with braue bauldrick

garnished. ,

ide those armc-s there stood a mighty spcarc,

hich Bladud made by Magick art of yore,

id vsd the same in kittell aye to beare ;

:h which it luid bin here preseru'd in store,

ir his great vi-rtues proued long afore :

»r neuer wight so fast in sell could sit,

It him [>erf(;rce vnl<j the giounil it lK)re :

>ih sjKrarc she tooke, and shield, which hong
by it

:

h siK-jire and shield of great [)Owre, for her

pur|)oscfu. ,

>s when she luid the virgin all aravd,
ifttlwr luirni-sse, which <lid hang therebv,

•out her selfe she dight.tluit tlie young .Mayd
ic might in ecjuall armes accompativ

,

»1 as lier S<|uire altetnl her carefully :

lo lo tlieir ready Steeds they clomlx: full

light.

td through back wayes, lh.it n»<ne might
' '-^kpy,

I with jwcrct cloud of silent night,

ic^ they forth conuayd, und [JU&iKrd

ird right.

02

Ne rested they, till that to Faery lond

They came, as Merlin them directed late :

Where meeting with this Redcrosse knight, she

Of diuerse tilings discourses to dilate, [fond

But most of Arlhegall, and his estate.

At last their wa)es so fell, that they mote part:

Then each to other well affectionate.

Friendship professed w ith vnfaintd hart,

Tlie Redcrosse knight diuerst, but forth rode

Brilomart.

Cant. nil.

Bold Marinell oj Brilomart,

Is ihro'U'tie on the Rich strond :

Fa ire Florimell ofArthur is

LougfoUo'u'ed, but notfond.

e'X:-,''C'vVv'«cococ-X'5cocv^cv>C'X';c-^co

I

Where is the Anticjue glory now become.
That whilome wont in women to appeare ?

\Vliere be the braue atchieuemcnts docn by
some ?

Where be the battels, where th.e shield and
siK-are,

Andall the conquests,which themhighdidreare,
'Ihat matter made for famous Poets verse.

And lK)asifull men so oft abaslit to heare ?

Ikne they all dead, and laid in dolefull lierse ?

Or doen they onely sleej>e, and shall againe

reuerse ?
2

If they be dead, then woe is me therefore :

But if they skriK.', O let them soone awake:
For all t(K) long 1 burne with miiv sore.

To heare t he w ar like fiat IS, w hich /y <';>;<•; tsjwke
C)f bold J'etilhesilee, whiih m.ule a Like

Of Cjreikish bloud so oft in Troian plainc ;

But when I read, how stout Dehora slrake

I'roiid Siscra, and how CamiW hath slaine

Tile huge Orsilochus, I swell with great disdaine.

\'el these, ami all that i Ise luid puissaunce,

Cannot with noble Britontarl comiuire,

.•\swell for glory of great valiaiince,

As for pure chastiiit- and verlue rare,

That all her giKxilv deeds do will deilare.

Well worthy slock, from which the branches

sprung,

Tluii in late y«ucs so fairo a blossonie hnre,

As ihcr, () Queene, the matter of my "-ong.

Whose lit'iiacc from this lawly I dcriue ;il..i .•
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Who when through speaches with the Redcrosse

knight,

She learned had th' estate of Arthe^all,

And in each point her selfe informd aright,

A friendly league of loue perpetuall

She with him bound, and Conge tooke withall.

Then he forth on his iourney did proceede,

To seeke aduentures, which mote him befall,

And win him worshipthrough his warlike deed,

Whichalwayesof his paines hemade the chiefest

meed.

But Britotnart kept on her former course,

Ne euer dofte her armes, but all the way
Grew pensiue through that amorous discourse,

J^y\\\)\c\i\.\\Q Redcrosse knight did earst display

Her louers shape, and cheualrous aray
;

A thousand thoughts she fashioned in her mind,

And in her feigning fancie did pourtray

Him such, as fittest she for loue could find.

Wise, warlike, personable, curteous, and kind.

6

With such selfe-pleasing thoughts her wound
she fed,

And thought so to beguile her grieuous smart

;

But so her smart was much moregrieuousbred,
And the deepe wound more deepe engord her

hart.

That nought but death her dolour mote depart.

So forth she rode without re[DOse or rest,

Searching all lands and each remotest part,

Following the guidance of her blinded guest,

Till that to the sea-coast at length she her

addrest.
7

There she alighted from her light-foot beast.

And sitting downe vpon the rocky shore.

Bad her old Squire vnlace her lofty creast

;

Tho hauing vewd a while the surges hore,

That gainst the craggy clifts did loudly rore,

And in their raging surquedry disdaynd.
That the fast earth affronted them so sore,

And their deuouring couetize rcstravnd,

Tliereat she sighed deepe, and after thus com-
playnd.

g

Huge sea of sorrow, and tempestuous griefe,

Wherein my feel)le barke is tossed long,

Far from the hoped haucn of reliefe,

Why do thy cruell billowes beat so strong,

Andthymoystmountaineseachonodiersthrong,
Threatning to swallow vp my fearefuU life ?

O do thy cruell wrath and spightfull wrong
At length allay, and stint thy stormy strife,

Which in tiic^e troubled bowels raignes, and
rageth rife.

For else my feeble vessell crazd, and crackt

Through thy strong buffets and outrageous

blowes,

Cannot endure, but needs it must be wrackt
On the rough rocks, or on the sandy shallowes..

The whiles that loue it steres, and fortune rowes

;

Loue my lewd Pilot hath a restlcsse mind
And fortune Boteswaine noassuraunceknowes
But saile withouten starres gainst tide anc
wind :

How can they other do, sith both are bold and
bUnd }

lO

Thou God of winds, that raignest in the seas.

That raignest also in the Continent,

At last blow vp some gentle gale of ease,

The which may bring my ship, ere it be rent,

Vnto the gladsome port of her intent

:

Then when I shall my selfe in safety see,

A table for eternall moniment
Of thy great grace, and my great ieopardee.

Great Neptune, I auow to hallow vnto thee.

II

Then sighing softly sore, and inly deepe,

She shut vp all her plaint in priuy griefe
;

For her great courage would not let her weepe,

Till that old Glance gan with sharpe repriefe,

Her to restraine, and giue her good reliefe.

Through hope of those, which Merlin had her

told

Should of her name and nation be chiefe.

And fetch their being from the sacred mould

Of herimmortallwombe,to be in heauenenrold.

12

Thus as she her recomforted, she spyde.

Where farre away one all in armour bright,

With hastie gallop towards her did ryde
;

Her dolour soone she ceast, and on her dight

Her Helmet, to her Courser mounting light

:

Her former sorrow into suddein wrath.

Both coosen passions of distroublcd spright,

Conuerting, forth she beates the dustie path

;

Loue and despight attonce her courage kindled

hath.

As when a foggy mist hath ouercast

The face of heauen, and the cleare aire engrost,

The world in darkenesse dwels, till that at last

The watry Southwinde from the seabord cost

Vpblowing, doth disperse the vaix)ur lo'st.

And poures it selfe forth in a stormy showre : ij

So the faire Britomart hauing disclo'st l||

Her clowdy care into a uTathfull stowre.

The mist of griefe dissolu'd, did into vengeance

powre. I

II
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14

tsoones her goodly shield addressing faire,

hat mortall speare she in her hand did. take,

nd vTito battell did her selfe prejjaire.

he knight approching, sternely her bespake
;

ir knight, that doest thy voyage rashly make
y this forbidden way in my despight,

'e doest by others death ensample take,

read theesooneretyre, whiles thou hast might,

ast afterwards it be too late to take thy flight.

hrild with deepe disdaine of his proud threat,

he shortly thus ; Fly they, tliat need to fly
;

I'ords fearen babes. I meane not thee entreat

o passe ; but maugre thee will passe or dy.

e lenger stayd for th'other to rc[Dly,

ut with slmrpc sjjeare the rest made dearly

knowne.
Lrongly the straunge knight ran, and sturdily

trooke her full on the brest, that made her

downe
clinc her head, and touch her croupcr with
her crownc. ,

16

t she aguine him in the shield did smite

'ith so fierce furie and great puissaunce,

Kat through his threesquare scuchin percing

quite,

nd through his mayled haubcrquc, by mis-

chaunce fglaunce ;

be wicked Steele through his left side did

im so transfixed she before her lx)re

»yond his croupe, the length of all her launce,

ill sadly soucing on the sandie shore,

tomblcd on an hcaixj, and wallowd in his

gore.
^^

:e as the sacred Oxc, that carclesse stands,

ithgilden horncs,andflowrygirlonds crownd,
'Olid of his dying hoiK)r :ind di-ire bands,

Tiilestiraltarsfuniewitlifrankincciiscarownd,

II sn(l<k-iily with inorlall stroke jLstownd,

Dthgroucling fall,and with hisstrcaminggorc
istaines the pillours, and the holy grownd,
ikI the faire ilowrcs, that decked him afore

;

fell proud Marimll vjxjn the prctious shore.

18

c marliall Mayd stayd not him to lament,
lit f(jrward rcKlc, arxl k(|it litr rcadie way
long the strond, which as slu- ouer-wciit,

ic saw JK-st rowed all with rich aray
f |H-:irlcs and jtretioiis sloius of great nss;iy,

ikI all the graucll niixt with golden owrc ;

licrcatsliewondrcdnuKli, but would not Slav
)r L'old.oriHTlfs.or prctious stones an how n ,

t thrill drspiscdall ; for all was in her ()owre.

SPi".Ni.i;u O

^9
\Miiles thus he lay in deadly stonishment,
Tydings hereof came to his mothers eare ;

His mother was the blacke-browd Cyvioent,

The daughter of great Nereus, w hich did beare
This warlike sonne vnto an earthly pcare.

The famous Dumarin ; who on a day
Finding the Nymph a sleej^e in secret wheare,
As he by chaunce did wander that same wa>-,

Was taken with her loue, and by her closely lay.

20

There he this knight of her begot, whom borne
She of his father Marinell did name,
And in a rocky caue as wight forlorne.

Long time she fostrcd vp, till he became
A mightie man at amies, and mickle fame
Didgetthroughgrcataduenturcsbyhimdonne:
For neuer man he su fired by that same
Rich slrotid to trauell, whereas he did wonne,
But tliat he must do battell with the Sea-

nymphes sonne.

21

An hundred knights of honorable name
He had subdew'd, and them his vassals made,
Tliat through all Farie lond his noble fame
Now blazed was, and ftare ditl all inuade,
That none durst passen through that {x^rilous

glade.

And to aduance his name and glorie more.
Her Sea-god syre she dcarely did jx^rswade,

T'endow her sonne with threasureandrichstorc,
Boue all the sonnes, that were of earthly

womlx'S ybore.

22

ThcCoddidgrauntliisdaiightersdcaredeniaund,
To (locn his Nephew in all riches llow

;

I']ftsoonts his heaped wanes he did commaund,
Out of their hollow lx)some forth to throw
All the huge threasure, which the sea below
Had in his greedie gulfe dtuoured dee|K%

And him enridied through the ouerthrow
And wierkesofmany wretches.whididiilweefx*,

And often wailc their wtalth, \\\\'\d\ he from
thiin did keepe.

-3
Shortly v])on that shore there luaixd was,
Exceeding richis and all |)rctious things.

The s|)oyle of all the world, that it did (uis

Tile wealth of ih'Eabt, ami [Hiiiipe of l\rstan
kings ;

(lold, amlKT, yiuirie, pel lis, owilus. rings,

And all that else- w;is prctious and deare,
The st-.i vnto him voluntaiy brings,

'lliat shortlv he a gnat Lord did api>c;iro,

As was in all the lond of Faerv, or elsculieate.
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Vhereto he was a doughtie dreaded knight,

Tryde often to the scath of many dcare,

That none in equall amies him matchen

might,

The which his mother seeing, gan to feare

Least his too haughtie hardines might rcare

Some hard mishap, in hazard of his Ufe :

For thy she oft him counseld to forbeare

The bloudie battell, and to stirre vp strife.

But after all his warre, to rest his wearie knife.

And for his more assurance, she inquir'd

One day of Proteus by his mightie spell,

(For Proteus was with prophecie inspir'd)

Her deare sonnes destinie to her to tell,

And the sad end of her sweet Marincll.

Who through foresight of his eternall skill.

Bad her from womankind to kecpe him well

:

For of a woman he should haue much ill,

A virgin strange and stout him should dismay,

or kill.

26

For thy she gaue him warning euery day,

The loue of women not to entertaine ;

A lesson too too hard for liuing clay.

From loue in course of nature to refraine :

Yet he his mothers lore did well retaine,

And euer from faire Ladies loue did fly ;

Yet many Ladies faire did oft complaine,

That they for loue of him would algates dy :

Dy, who so list for him, he was loues enimy.

But ah, who can deceiue his destiny.

Or weene by warning to auoyd his fate ?

That when he sleepes in most security.

And safest seemes, him soonest doth amate,

And findeth dew effect or soone or late.

So feeble is the powre of fleshly arme.

His mother bad him womens loue to hate,

For she of womans force did feare no horme ;

So weening to haue arm'd him, she did quite

disarme.

28

This was that woman, this that deadly wound,
That Proteus prophecide should him dismay.

The which his mother vaincly did expound.

To be hart-wounding loue, which should assay

To bring her sonne vnto his last decay.

So tickle be tiie termes of mortall state.

And full of subtile sophismes, which do play

With double senses, and with false debate,

T'approue tlie vnknowen purpose of eternall

fate.

29
Too true the famous Marinell it fownd,

Wlio through late trial), on that wealthy Strond

Inglorious now lies in senselesse swownd.
Through heauy stroke of Britottiartis hond.

Which when his mother deare did vnderstond.

And heauy tydings heard, whereas she playd

Amongst her watry sisters by a pond,
|

Gathering sweet dafiadillyes, to haue made i

Gay girlonds, from the Sun their forheads faiif'

to shade

;

Eftsoones both flowres and girlonds farre awaj

She flong, and her faire deawy lockes yrent,

To sorrow huge she turnd her former play,

And gamesom merth to gricuous dreriment

:

She threw her selfe downe on the Continent,

Ne word did speake, but lay as in a swowne,

Wliiles all her sisters did for her lament,

Withyelling outcries,and withshrickingsowTie
And euery one did teare her girlond from hei

crowne.

31

Soone as she vp out of her deadly fit

Arose, she bad her charct to be brought.

And all her sisters, tliat with her did sit,

Bad eke attonce their charets to be sought

;

Tho full of bitter gricfe and pensiue thought

She to her wagon clombe ; clombe all the rest

And forth together went, with sorrow fraught

The wanes obedient to their beheast.

Them yielded readie passage, and their rag<

surceast.

Great Neptune stood amazed at their sight,

Whileson his broad round backe they softly sli(

And eke himselfe mournd at their mournful

plight.

Yet wist not what their wailing ment, yet di

For great compassion of their sorrow, bid

Ilis mightie waters to them buxome bee

:

Eftsoones the roaring billowcs still abid.

And all the griesly Monsters of the See

Stood gaping at their gate, and wondred then

to see.

33
A teme of Dolphins raunged in aray,

Drew the smooth charet of sad Cymoent ;

They were all taught by Triton, to obay

To the long raynes, at her commaundcment

As swift as swallowcs, on the waues they went

That their broad flaggie finnesnofome did rear>

Ne bubbling roundell they behind them sent

The rest of other fishes drawen weare,

\Miich with their finny oars the swelling sea di'

shcare.
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3i
one as they bene arriu'd vpon the brim
If the Rich strond, their charets they forlore,

ind let their temed fishes softly swim
Jong the margcnt of the fomy shore, [sore

,easttheytheirfinnesshouldbruze,andsurbate

"heir tender feet vpon the stony ground :

jid comming to the place, ^vhere all in gore

jid cruddy bloud enwallowed they found

le lucklesse Marinell, lying in deadly swound

;

35

.

s mother swowTied thrise, and the third time

ould scarce recouered be out of her paine
;

[ad she not bene deuoyd of mortall slime,

he should not then haue bene reliu'd againe,

!ut soone as life recouered had the raine,

he made so piteous mone and deare wayment,
liat the hard rocks could scarse from tcares

refraine,

^nd all her sister Nymphes with one consent

pplide her sobbing breaches with sad com-
plement. ,

;are image of my selfe (she said) that is,

he wretched sonne of wretched mother borne,

5 this thine high aduauncemc-nt, is this

h'immortall ruime, with which thee yet vn-

borne

hy Gransire Nernis promist to adorne ?

ow lyest thou of life and honor reft

;

ow lyest thou a lumpe of earth forlorne,

e of thy late life memory is left,

can thy irreuocable destiny be weft ?

37
nd Proteus, father of false prophecis,

nd they more fond, that credit to thee giuc,

ot this the worke of womaiis liand ywis,

liat so dce()e wound through these deare
mcmlx-rs driuc.

feared lone : but they that louc do Hue,
ut llicy tlut flie, doe neither loue nor hate.
ath'Kssc to llice thy folly I forj^'iiie,

' my selfe, and to accurserl fate

„ It I (locaMTibc: deare wisedomc bought
too late. o

• auailcs it of itnmortall seed
lie yhred and neiur JK^rne to die ?

irrc Ix-ttcr I it deeme to die with s|h((1,

lion waste in ww and waiUfnll tnis<rie.

r'ho dve^ the vtMK)st dolour <loth abve,
ut who tluit lines, is left to waile his losse :

> life in Imsc, and de:ith feliiitie.

v\ life worse then ^;lad death : and ^jreater

croSM- (rti;;r(»ss<-.

!KrcfrienJs (;rauc,thcn dead the gruue selfe to

39.
But if the heauens did his dayes enuie,

And my short bUsse maligne, yet mote they well
Thus much afford me, ere that he did die

That the dim eyes of my deare Marinell

I mote haue closed, and him bed farewell,

Sith other offices for mother meet
They would not graunt.

Yet maulgre them farewell, my sweetest sweet

;

Farewell my sweetest sonne, sith we no more
shall meet.

40
Tlius when they all had sorrowed their fill.

They softly gan to search his griesly w ound :

And that they mif^ht him handle more at will.

Theyhim disarm'd,andsprcddingon the ground
Their watchet mantles frindgdwith silucrround.

They softly wipt away the gelly blood

From ih'orifice ; which liauing w ell vpbound.
They jx)urd in soueraine balme, and Nectar

good.

Good both for earthly med'cine, and for

heauenly food.

Tho when the lilly handed Liagore,

(This Liagore whylome had learned skill

In leaches craft, by great Appolloes lore,

Sith her whylome vj)on liigh Pindus hill,

He loued, and at last her wombc did fill

With heauenly seed, w hereof wise P<ro«sprong)
Did feele his pulse, she knew their staled still

Some litle life his feeble sprites cmong
;

Which to his mother told, despcire she from her

flong.
*^ 42

Tho vp him taking in their tender liands,

They easily vnto her cliaret bcare :

Her temcat hercommaundement quiet stands,

Whiles they the corse into her wa<^on rearc.

And strow with flowres the lamentable bearc :

Then all the rest into their eothes dim.
And through the brackish waues their jxissagc

sheare
;

\'|K)n great Nepiitnes nccke they softly swim,
And to her watry chamber swiftly carry him.

43
Dee|K' in the l)Ottome of the sea, her lx)wro

Is liuilt of hollow billowes heaped live,

Like to thieke doudes, that threat a ^loMnv

show re,

.And vanted all within, like to the sky.

In whi( h the CkxIs do dwell eternally :

There tliev him laid in easie rourh wt 11 di^lit ;

And sent in haste for Tryphott, [o applv
Salues to his wotuuls.and intdiriius of mij^ht

:

For Trxphon of sea gcxls the soueraine leath is

hiuht.
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44
The whiles the iVyw/)//^'^ sit all about him round,

Lamenting his mishap and heauy plight

;

And oft his mother vewing his wide wound,

Cursed the hand, that did so deadly smight

Her dearest sonne, her dearest harts delight.

But none of all those curses ouertooke

The warlike Maid, th'ensample of that might,

But fairely well she thriu'd,andwelldidbrooke

Her noble deeds, ne her right course for ought

forsooke.

45
Vet did false Archimage her still pursew.

To bring to passe his mischieuous intent.

Now tliat he had her singled from the crew

Ofcourteousknights, the Prince,andFaerygent,

Whom late in chace of beautie excellent

She left, pursewing that same foster strong ;

Of whose foule outrage they impatient.

And full of fiery zeale, him followed long,

To reskew her from shame, and to reuenge her

wrong.

46
Through thick and thin, through mountaines

and through plains.

Those two great champions did attonce pursew

The fearefuU damzell, with incessant paines :

Who fromthem fled,as light-footharefrom vew
Of hunter swift, and sent of houndes trew.

At last they came vnto a double way,

Where, doubtfuU which to take, her to reskew,

Themselues they did dispart, each to assay,

^^'hether more hiappie were, to win so goodly

pray.

.
47

But Tiniias, the Princes gentle Squire,

That Ladies loue vnto his Lord forlent,

And with proud enuy, and indignant ire,

After that wicked foster fiercely went.

So beene they three three sundry wayes ybent.

But fairest fortune to the Prince befell,

Whose chaunce it was, that soone he did repent,

To take that way, in which that Damozell

Was fled afore, affraid of him, as feend of hell.

48
At last of her farre off he gained vcw :

Then gan he freshly pricke his fomy steed.

And eucr as he nigher to her drew.

So euermore he did increase his sjieed.

And of each turning still kcjit warie heed :

Aloud to her he oftentimes did call,

To doe away vaine doubt, and needlcsse dreed:

Full myld to her he spake, and oft let fall

Many meeke wordes, to stay and comfort her

witliall.

49
But nothing might relent her liastie flight ; .

So deepe the deadly feare of that foule swaine

Was earst impressed in her gentle spright

:

LikeasafearefullDoue,whichthroughtheraine,

Of the wide aire her way does cut amaine,

Ilauing farre ofl espyde a Tassell gent,

Which after her his nimble wings doth straine,

Doubleth her haste for feare to be for-hent,

And with her pineons cleaues the liquid firma-
,
d

mcnt. n
50

With no lesse haste, and eke with no lesse dreed.

That fearefuU Ladie fled from him, that rnent

To her no euill thought, nor euill deed
;

Yet former feare of being fowly shent.

Carried her forward with her first intent

:

And though oft looking backward, well she

vewd.

Her selfe freed from that foster insolent.

And that it was a knight, which now her sewd,

Yet she no lesse the knight feard, then that

villein rude.
51

His vncouth shield and straunge amies her

dismayd.

Whose like in Faery lond were seldome seene,

That fast she from him fled, no lesse affrayd,

Then of wilde beastes if she had chased beene

:

Yet he her foUowd still with courage keene.

So long that now the golden Hesperus

Was mounted high in top of heauen sheene,

And warnd his other brethren ioyeous.

To light their blessed lamps in loues eternal)

hous.

All suddenly dim woxe the dampish ayre,

And griesly shadowes couered lieauen bright,

That now with thousand starres was decked

fayre ;

Which when the Prince beheld, a lothfuU sight,

And that perforce, for want of Icnger light.

He mote surcease his suit, and lose the hope

Of his long labour, he gan fowly wyte

His wicked fortune, that had turnd aslope.

And cursed night, tliat reft from him so goodly

scope.
^3

Tho when her wayes he could no more descry,

But to and fro at disauenture strayd ;

Like as a ship, whose Lodestarre suddenly

Couered with cloudes, her Pilot hath dismayd

;

His wearisome pursuit perforce he stayd,

And from his loftie steed dismounting low,

Did let him forage. Downe himselfe he layd

Vpon the grassie ground, to sleepe a throw:;

The cold earth was his couch, the hard Steele

his pillow.
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: gentle Sleepe enuyde him any rest

;

stead thereof sad sorrow, and disdaine

his hard hap did vexe his noble brest,

id thousand fancies bet his idle braine

ith their light wings, the sights of semblants

vaine

:

t did he wish, that Lady fa ire mote bee

5 Faery Queene, for whom he did complaine:

that his Faery Queene were such, as slice :

1 euer hastie Night he blamed bittcrlie.

55
ht thou foule Mother of annoyance sad,

iter of heauie death, and nourse of woe,

hich wast begot in heauen, but for thy bad
id brutish shape thrust downe to hell below,

here by the grim floud of CocyUis slow

ly dwelling is, in Herebus blacke hous,

iacke Herebus thy husband is the foe

all the Gods) where thou vngratious,

fe of thy dayc-s doest lead in horrour hideous.

56
at had th'eternall Maker need of thee,

le world in his continuall course to kccpe,

lat doest all things deface, ne lettcst see

le beautie of his worke ? Indeed in skcpe
le slouthfull bodic, that doth loue to stccix;

slustlcsse limlxrs,and drownehisbaser mind,
)thpraisethceoft,and oft from5/ygw«deepe
lies thee, his goddesse in his error blind,

1 great Dame Natures handmaide, chcaring

L-uery kind.

57
well I wote, that to an heauy liart

ou art the root and nurse of bitter cares,

coder of new, renewer of old smarts :

stead of rest thou lendt^t rayling tearcs,

stead of sIcriK-'thouscndi-sttronblousfearcs,

id drtadfull viMons, in the which aliue

e dnarie image of s;id death ap|H.ares :

from the wcarie spirit thou doest driue

ired rest, and men of luippincssc depriue.

58
Icr thy rnntitle l)lackc there hidden lye.

^•ht-slionniiig theft, and traiterous intent,

ihorrc<l bkuidslu-d, and vile fclonv,

.imrfiill di'coipt, and daungi r imniincnt
;

iile h<»rrf»r, and eke hellish drcririu lit :

I fhf«.i> I ufttc ill (liv protcctioti Ikc,

•line, for fearc of JHiiig shcnt :

I loth'd of tht-m an<l thee,

I all liiiit lewdnesHc louc, doc hate the light

59
For day discouers all dishonest wayes,

And sheweth each thing, as it is indeed :

The prayses of high God he faire displayes.

And his larj^e bountie rightly doth arced.

Daves dearest children be the blessed seed,

Wliich darknesse shall subdew, and heauen

win

:

Truth is his daughter ; he her first did breed.

Most sacred virgin, without spot of sin.

Our life is day, but death with darknesse doth

begin.

60

when will day then turne to me againe,

And bring with him his long expected light ?

Titan, haste to reare thy ioyous waine :

Speed thee to spred abroad thy beanies bright,

And chase away this too long lingring night.

Chase her away, from whence she came, to helL
She, she it is, that hath me done dcspight

:

There let her with the damned spirits dwell,

And yeeld her roome to day, tliat can it gouerne

well.

61

Thus did the Prince that wearie night outweare.

In restlesse anguish and vnquiet paine :

And earely, ere the morrow did vpreare

His deawy head out of the Ocean maine,

He vp arose, as halfe in great disdaine.

And clomlx? vnto his steed. So forth he went.

With heauie looke and lumpish [)ace, that

plaine

In him bcwraid great grudge and maltalent

:

His steed eke seem'd t'apply Ids steps to his

intent.

Cant. r.

Prince Arthur heares ofFlor inull :

threefosters Tiniias uvutui,

Belphcbefinds him almost deaJt

and rearcth out ojsmcnd.

I

Wonder it is to sec, in diucrsc minds.
How diuersly loue doth his pageants i>lay,

And shcwes his |M)wre in vari.ible kiiuls :

The bast-r wit, whose idlr thoughts alway
Arc wont to clcaiic vnto the lowly tlay,

It slirnth vp to stnsuall desire,

An<l in U wd slouth to wast his rarelessc day :

lUit in braue sprite it kindU-s g(KKll\ fire,

That to all high desert and honour doth aspire.
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Ne suffereth it vncomely idlenesse,

In his free thought to build her sluggish nest

:

Ne suffereth it thought of vngentlenesse,

Euer to creepe into his noble brest,

But to the highest and the worthiest

Lifteth it vp, that else would lowly fall

:

It lets not fall, it lets it not to rest

:

It lets not scarse this Prince to breath at all,

But to his first poursuit liim forward still doth

call.

3
Who long time wandred through the forrest

wyde.
To finde some issue thence, till that at last

He met a Dwarfe, that seemed terrifyde

With some late perill, which he hardly past,

Or other accident, which him aghast

;

Of whom he asked, whence he lately came,

And whither now he trauelled so fast

:

Forsoreheswat,andrunningthroughthatsame

Thicke forest, was bescratcht, and both his feet

nigh lame.

4
Panting for breath, and almost out of hart,

The Dwarfe him answerd, Sir, ill mote I stay

To tell the same. I lately did depart

From Faery court, where I haue many a day

Serued a gentle Lady of great sway.

And high accompt through out all Elfin land,

Wlio lately left the same, and tooke this way

:

Her now I seeke, and if ye vnderstand

Which way she fared hatli, good Sir tell out of

liand.

5
Wliat mister wight (said he) and how arayd ?

Royally clad (quoth he) in cloth of gold.

As meetest may besceme a noble mayd ;

Her faire lockes in rich circlet be enrold,

A fairer wight did neuer Sunne behold.

And on a Palfrey rides more white then snow.

Yet she her selfe is whiter manifold :

The surest signe, whereby ye may her know.
Is, that she is the fairest wight aliue, I trow.

Kow certcs swaine (said he) such one I wccne.

Fast flying through this forest from her fo,

A foule ill fauoured foster, I haue scene
;

Ilcr selfc, well as I might, I reskewd tho.

But could not stay ; so fast she did forcgoc,

Carried away with wings of speedy feare.

Ah dearest God (quoth he) that is great woe,

And wondrous ruth to all, that shall it heare.

But can ye read Sir, how 1 may her find, or

where ?

7

Perdy me leuer were to weeten that,

(Said he) then ransome of the richest knight,

Or all the good that euer yet I gat

:

But froward fortune, and too forward Night

Such happinesse did, maulgre, to me spight,

And fro me reft both life and light attone.

But Dwarfe aread, what is that Lady bright,

That through this forest wandreth thus alone ;

For of her errour straunge I haue great ruth and
mone. «

That Lady is (quoth he) where so she bee,

The bountiest virgin, and most debonaire,

That euer lining eye I weene did see
;

Liuesnonethisday,thatmay with her compare

In stedfast cliastitie and vertue rare,

The goodly ornaments of beautie bright

;

And is ycleped Florimell the faire,

Faire Flori,ncll belou'd of many a knight,

Vet she loues none but one, that Marinell is

A Sea-nymphes sonne, that Marinell is hight.

Of my deare Dame is loued dearely well

;

In other none, but him, she sets delight,

All her delight is set on Marinell ;

But he sets nought at all by Florimell :

For Ladies loue his mother long ygoe

Did him, they say, forwarne through sacred

spell.

But fame now flies, that of a forreine foe

He is yslaine, which is the ground of all our woe.

lO

Fine dayes there be, since he (they say) was

slaine,

And foure, since Florimell the Court for-went.

And vowed neuer to returne againe,

Till him aliue or dead she did inuent.

Therefore,faire Sir, forloueof knighthood gent,

And honour of trew Ladies, if ye may
By your good counsell, or bold hardiment.

Or succour her, or me direct the way ;

Do one, or other good, I you most humbly pray.

II

So may ye gaine to you full great renowmc.

Of all good Ladies through the world so wide,

And haply in her hart find highest rowme.

Of whom ye seeke to be most magnilide :

At least eternall meede shall you abide.

To whom the Prince ; Dwarfe, comfort to ihce

take,

For till thou tidings learne, what her betide,

I here auow thee neuer to forsake.

Ill wcarcs he amies, that nill themvse for Ladies

sake.

I
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with the Dwarfe he backe return'd againe,

To seeke his Lady, where he mote her find
;

But by the way he greatly gan compkiine

rhe want of his good Squire kite left behind,

For whom he wondrous pensiue grew in mind.

For doubt of daunger, whichmote him betide
;

For him he loued aboue all mankind,

Hauing him trew and faithfull euer tride,

nd bold, as euer Squire that waited by knights

side.

iTio all this while full hardly was assayd

Df deadly daunger, which to him betid
;

For whiles his Lord pursewd that noble Mayd,
\fter that foster fowle he fiercely rid.

Fo bene auenged of the shame, he did

To that faire Damzell : Him he chaced long

Fhrough the thicke woods, wherein he would
haue hid

H is shamcfuUhcadfromhisaucngcment strong,

r.d oft him threatned death for his outrageous

wrong.
14

athlcsse the villen sped him stlfe so well,

ATietherthroughswiftnesse ofhissi>eedy beast,

Jr knowledge of those woods, where he did

dwell,

riiat shortly he from daunger was rdeast,

\nd out of sight cscajx-d at the le;i.->t
;

^'et not esca|H.d from the dew reward
Ji his bad deeds, which dayly he increast,

S'e cease<l not, till him oppressed hard

lie heauy pkigue, tliat for such Icachours is

prcfxird.
^^

Df soone as he was vani^ht out of sight,

lis coward courage gan cml)oIdncd l)ce,

\nd cast I'ancngc him of that fowle despight,

A'hich he h:id Ixirnc of his l)old enimee.

rho to his brethren ramc : for they were three

k'ngralious chiUlren of one gracelc-ssc sire,

Vnd NTito them complaincfl, how that he
lad vst-fj In-ne of that foolehardy .*Niuire ;

) them with bitterwords he stirrl to bloudy ire.

16

ortliwith ihcrnselues with tlujrsad instrununts
)f s|)oylc atul murder they gan arme byliue,

\nd with him forth into the forc-st went,
I'o wreakc the wrath, whit h hedidearst reuiue

In their sternc brcsts, on him whit h btc did
driuc

rhcir brothir to repr(>< h and shaim full lli^jht

:

I'Dr lluy had vow d, ihat neiur he aliuc

)ut of thai fon-st should i-v-ain.' tlnir mi^;ht ;

ilc ruiirour llicir rude liarts lud fild with such
dn| light.

Within that wood there was a couert glade,

Foreby a narrow foord, to them well knowne.
Through which itwas vneath for wight to wade

;

And now by fortune it was ouerflowne :

By that same way they knew tliat Squire mi-

knowne
Mote algates passe ; for thy thcmselues they set

There in await, with thicke woodsouer growne^
And all the while their malice they did whet
With cruell threats, his passage through the ford

to let.
^3

It fortuned, as they deuized had.

The gentle Squire came ryding tliat same way,
\'nweeting of their w ile and treason bad,

.\nd through the ford to passen did assas"

;

But that fierce foster, which late tied away.
Stoutly forth stepping on the further shore,

Him boldly bad his passage there to stay.

Till he had made amends, and full restore

For allthedamage, whichhehad him doenafore-

\^ ith that at him a quiu'ring dart he threw,

With so fell force and villeiiious despighte,

That through his haberiecn the forkehead flew.

And through the linkedmay Icsemj^ierccdquite,

But luid no |>owre in his soft flesh to bite :

That stroke the hardy S<]uire did sore displease,

But more that him he could not come to smite;

Forby no meancs t he high banke he could sease,

But laix)ur'd long in that deejxj ford with vaine

disease.
20

.\nd still the foster with his long bore-speare

Ilim kept from landing at his wi>lie<l will
;

;\none one sent out of the thicket neare

.\ cruill shaft, headed with deadK- ill,

.•\nd fethered with an vnlucky (juill ;

The wicke<l Steele stayd not, till it diil light

In his left thigh, and deejxly did it thrill

:

Exceeding griefe that wound in him cmpight,
But more th.it with his fots he loulil not come

to fight.

.\t last through \\Tath and vengcaunce making
way.

He on the bancke arriu'd with mickle paino,

Whtre the third brother him did ^ore ass;iy.

.And drone at him with all his ini^^ht an«l inaii.c

.\ forrrst bill.whii h Ixdh his hands tlidslraine;

lUit warily he tlid auoiik- the blow,

.\nd with his s[K.'are ret|uite<l him agaiiie.

That both his siik-s were ihrilkd with the

throw,

And a large streame of bloiul out of the wound
tlid Mow.
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He tombling downe, with gnashing teeth did

bite

The bitter earth, and bad to let him in

Into the balefull house of endlesse night,

Where wicked ghosts do waile their former sin.

Tho gan the battell freshly to begin
;

For nathemore for that si^ectacle bad,

Did th'other two their cruell vengeaunce blin,

But both attonce on both sides him bestad,

And load vpon him layd, liis life for to liaue had.

Tho when that villain he auiz'd, which late

Affrighted had the fairest Florhyull,

Full of fiers fury, and indignant hate,

To him he turned, and with rigour fell

Smote him so rudely on the Pannikell,

That to the chin he cleft his head in twaine :

Downe on the ground his carkas groueling fell;

His sinfuU soule with desperate disdaine.

Out of her fleshly ferme fled to the place of paine.

24
That seeing now the onely last of three,

WTio with that wicked shaft him wounded had,

Trembling with horrour, as that did foresee

The fearefuU end of his auengement sad.

Through which he follow should his brethren

bad.

His bootelesse bow in feeble hand vpcaught,

And therewith shot an arrow at the lad
;

WTiich faintly fiuttring, scarce his helmet

raught.

And glauncing fell to ground, but him annoyed
naught.b

25

With that he would haue fled into the wood
;

But Timias him lightly ouerhent,

Right as he entring was into the flood,

And strooke at him with force so violent.

That headlcsse him into the foord he sent

:

The carkas with the streame was carried downe,

But th'head fell backeward on the Continent.

So mischief fcl vpon the meaners cro\Mie ;

They three be dead with shame, the Squire Hues

with renowne. ^26

He Hues, but takes small ioy of his renowne
;

For of that cruell wound he bled so sore.

That from his steed he fell in deadly swowne
;

Yet still the bloud forth gusht in so great store,

That he la wallowd all in his owne gore.

Now God thee keepc, thou gentlest Squire aliue.

Else shall thy louing Lord thee see no more.

But both of comfort him thou shalt depriuc,

And eke thy selfe of honour, which thou didst

atchiue.

Prouidence heauenly passeth lining thought,

And doth for wretched mens reliefe make way

;

For loe great grace or fortune thither brought
Comfort to him, that comfortlcsse now lay.

In those same woods, ye well remember may,
How that a noble hunteresse did wonne,
She, that base Braggadochio did affray.

And made him fast out of the forrest runne
;

Bclphccbe was her name, as faire as Phoebus

sunne.

28 Ifi
She on a day, as she pursewd the chace

Of some wild east, which with her arrowes

keene

She wounded had, the same along did trace

By tract of bloud, which she had freshly scene.

To haue besprinckled all the grassy greene :

By the great persue,which she there perceau'd,

Well hoped she the beast engor'd had beene,

And made more hast, the life to haue bereau'd

:

But ah, her expectation greatly was deceau'd.

29
Shortly she came, whereas that woefull Squire

With bloud deformed, lay in deadly swownd

:

In whose faire eyes, like lamps of quenched fire,

The Christall humour stood congealed rownd
;

His locks, like faded leaues fallen to grovNTid,

Knotted with bloud, in bounches rudely ran,

And his'sweete lips,on which before thatstownd

The bud of youth to blossome faire began,

Spoild of their rosie red, were woxen pale and
wan.

. .
30

Saw neuer lii'ing eye more hcauy sight,

That could haue made a rocke of stone to rew.

Or riue in twaine : whichwhen that Ladv bright
Besides all hope with melting eyes did vew,

All suddeinly abasht she chaunged hew.

And with Sterne horrour backward gan to start:

But when she better him beheld, she grew
Full of soft passion and vnwonted smart

:

The point of pitty perced through her tender

hart.

Meekely she bowed downe, to weete if life

Yet in his frosen members did rcmaine.

And feeling by his pulses beating rife.

That the weake soule her seat did yet retaine,

She cast to comfort him with busie paine :

His double folded necke she rcard vpright.

And rubd his temples, and each trembling

vaine ;

His mayled haberieon she did vndight,

.'Vnd from his head his heauy burganet did light

1
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to the woods thenceforth in hast she ^vent,

o sceke for hearbes, that mote him remedy
;

'or she of hearbes had great intendiment,

aught of the Nymphe, which from her infancy

ler nourced had in trew Nobihty :

Tiere, whether it diuine Tobacco were,

)r Panachcea, or Polygeny,

ihe found, and brought it to her patient deare

ho al this while by bleeding out his hart-

bloud ncarc.

le soueraigne weede betwLxttwomarbles plaine
ihe pKjwnded small, and did in peeccs bruze,

Ind then atwecne her lilly handes twaine,

nto his wound the iuyce thereof did scruze,

Ind round about, as she could well it vze,

"he flesh therewith she suppled and did steepe,

r'abateallspasme,andsoke the swelling bruze,

Ind after hauing searcht the intuse deepe,

\Q with her scarfe did bind the wound from
cold to keepe.

v this he had sweete life recur'd againc,

^nd groniiig inly deepe, at last his eyes,

lis watry eyes, drizling like dcawy raine,

le vp gan lift toward the azure skies,

•"rom whence descend all hopelcsse remedies :

rherewith he sigh'd, and turning him aside,

rhe goodly Mayd full of diuinities,

^nd gifts of htauenly grace he by him spide,

er bow and gilden quiuer lying him beside.

crc)' deare Lord (said he) what grace is this,

['hat thou ha.st shewed to me sinfull wight,

fo send thine Angcll from her bowre of blis,

'o comfort me in my distressed plight ?

^ngell, or Goddesse do I call thee right ?

Vliat sernirc may I do vtito thee meete,

riiat hast fromdarkeiiesse me returnd lo light,

UuJ with thy heauenly salucs and med'cines

sucetc,

a.st drest my sinfull wounds ? I kissc thy
blessed feetc.

lereat she blushing said. Ah gentle S<|uirc,

sor (Mxldessc I, n<jr Angell. but the ^Iayd,
\\\i\ rlauglitcr of a wtKxJy Nymphe, tlesirc

^•'o vruire, but thy s;ifely an<I avcl
;

Vhi< h if thou gaine, I sIkiIIh" well apayd.
Vcinortall wights whose liuesaiid fortuneslx'c

"o cotninuii accidents still <tperi la\<l,

Uc Iioiind with rommun Ixtnd of (raillee,

) ^urtour wretched wights, whom wc captiucd
Str.

By this her Damzels, which the former chace

Had vndertaken after her, arriu'd.

As did Belphccbe, in the bloudy place,

And thereby deemd the beasthad bene depriu'd
Of life, whom late their Ladies arrow ryu'd :

For thy the bloudy tract they follow fast.

And euery one to runne the swiftest str\Ti'd ;

But two of them the rest far ouerpast,

And where their Lady was, arriued at the last.

\Miere when they saw that goodly boy, with

blood

Defowlcd, and their Lady dresse his wownd,
They wondred much, and shortly vnderstood,

How him in deadly case their Lady fownd.

And reskewcd out of the hcauy stownd.

Eftsoones his warlike courser,which w as strayd

Farre in the woods, whiles that he lay in

swownd, [stayd,

She made those Damzels search, which being

They did him set thereon, and forth with them
conuayd.^

39
Into that forest farre they thence him led.

Where was their dwelling, in a pleasant glade.

With mountaincs round about enuironed,

And mighty woods,which did the valley shade,

And like a stately Theatre it made.
Spreading it selfe into a spatious plaine.

And in the midst a little riuer plaide

Emongstthepumystones,whichscemdtoplaine
With gentle murmure, that his course they did

restraine.
40

Beside the same a dainty place there lay,

Planted with mirtle trees and laurels grccne.

In which the birtls song many a lonely lay

Of gods high prayse, and of their loucs sweet

teene,

As it an earthly Paradize had l)ecnc :

In who've enclosed shadow there was pight

A faire Pauilion, scarcely to Ijc scene.

The which was all within most richly dight.

That greatest Princes lining it mote well delight.

Thither thev brought that wounditlSquire.and

layd

In easie couth his feible limUs to rest,

lie rested him a while. an<l tlun the >hiyd

11 is ri-ady wound with belter ">alui-s new drcsl
;

Dayly she dressed him, and did the Ust
His grieuous hurt to garish, thai she might.

That shortly she his dolour hath redrtst,

And his foulc sore rcdun-t! to faire plight

:

It she reduced, but himsclfc di*stroyetl t|uii;ht

3
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42

foolish Physick, and vnfruitfuU paine,

Tliat heales vp one and makes another wound:
She his hurt thigh to him recur'd againe,

But hurt his hart, the which before was sound,

Through an vnwary dart, which did rebound

From her faire eyesand gracious countenaunce.

\Miat bootes it him from death to be vnbound,

To be captiued in endlesse duraunce

Of sorrow and despaire without aleggeaunce ?

43
Still as his wound did gather, and grow hole.

So still his hart woxe sore, and health decayd :

iladnesse to saue a part, and lose the whole.

Still whenas he beheld the heauenly Mayd,
Whiles dayly plaisters to his wound she layd.

So still his Malady the more increast.

The whiles her matchlesse beau tiehim dismayd.

Ah God, what other could he do at least,

But loue so faire a Lady, that his Ufe releast ?

44
Long whih he stroue in his courageous brest,

With reason dew the passion to subdew,

And loue for to dislodge out of his nest

:

Still when her excellencies he did vew,

Her soueraigne bounty, and celestiall hew,

The same to loue he strongly was constraind :

But when his meane estate he did reuew,

He from such hardy boldnesse was restraind.

And of his lucklesse lot and cruell loue thus

plaind.

\ nthankfull wretch (said he) is tliis the meed.
With which her soueraigne mercy thou doest

quight ?

Thy life she saued by her gracious deed,

But thou doest weene with villeinous despight.

To biot her honour, and her heauenly light.

Dye rather, dye, then so disloyally

Deeme of her high desert, or seeme so light

:

Faire death it is to shonne more shame, to dy :

Dye rather, dy, then eucr loue disloyally.

But if to loue disloyalty it bee.

Shall I then hate her, that from deathes dorc

Me brought ? ah farre be such reproch fro mcc.
What can I lesse do, then her loue therefore,

Sith I her dew reward cannot restore ?

Dye rather, dye, and dying do her serue,

Dying her serue, and liuing her adore ;

Thy life she gaue, thy life she doth deserue :

D}e rather, dye, then euer from her scruice

swerue.

47
But foolish boy, what bootes thy seruice bace

To her, towhom the heauens do serue and sew?
Thou a meane Squire, of meekeand lowly place,

She heauenly borne, and of celestiall hew.

How then ? of all loue taketh equall vew :

And doth not highest God vouchsafe to take

The loue and seruice of the basest crew ?

If she will not, dye meekly for her sake

;

Dye rather, dye, then euer so faire loue forsake.

Thus warreid he long time against his will,

Till that through weaknesse he was forst at last,

To yield himselfe vnto tlie mighty ill

:

Which as a victour proud, gan ransack fast

His inward parts, and all his entrayles wast,

That neither bloud in face, nor life in hart

It left, but both did quite drye vp, and blast

;

As percing leuin, which the inner part

Of euery thing consumes, and calcineth by art.
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\Miich seeing faire Belphcebe ran to feare,

Least that his wound were inly well not healed,

Or that the wicked Steele empoysned were :

Litle she weend, that loue he close concealed
;

Yet still he wasted, as the snow congealed,

\Mien the bright sunne his beams thereon

doth beat

;

Yet ncuer he his hart to her reucaled.

But rather chose to dye for sorrow great.

Then with dishonorable termes her to entreat.

so
. .

'

She gracious Lady, yet no paines did spare.

To do him ease, or do him remedy :

]\Iany Restoratiues of vertues rare,

And costly Cordialks she did apply.

To mitigate his stubborne mallady :

But that sweet Cordiall, which can restore

A loue-sick hart, she did to him enuy
;

To him, and to all th'\niworthy world forlore

She did enuy that soueraigne salue, in secret

store.

51

That dainty Rose, the daughter of her Morne,

More deare then life she tendered, whose flowre

The girlond of her honour did adorne

:

Ne suffrcd she the Middayes scorching powre,

Ne the sharp Northerne wind thereon to

showre,

But lapped vp her silken leaues most chaire,

When so the froward skye began to lowre :

But soone as calmed was the Christall aire,

Siie did it faire dispred, and let to florish faire.
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i!ternall God in his almighty powre,

To make ensample of his heauenly {^race,

In Paradize whilome did plant this flowre,

Whence he it fetcht out of her natiue place,

And did in stocke of earthly flesh enrace,

That mortall men her glory should admire :

In gentle Ladies brest, and bounteous race

Of woman kind it fairest flowre doth spire,

Ind beareth fruit of honour and all chast desire.

53
'aire ympes of beautie, whose bright shining

btames
Adorne the world with like to heauenly light,

And to your willes both royalties and Rcabnes
Subdew, through conquest of your wondrous

might,

With this faire flowTe your goodly girlonds

dight,

Of chastity and vertue virginall,

That shall embellish more your beautie bright,

Andcrowneyourheadeswithhcauenlycoronall,
iuch as the Angeb weare before Godstribunall.

54
fo youre faire selues a faire ensample frame,

Of this faire virgin, this Bclphabc faire.

To whom in jxrfcct loue, and spotlessc fame
Of cliastitic, none liuing may comi)aire :

Nc p<jysnous Emiy iustlv can cmpaire

The prayso of her fresh flowring Maidenhead
;

For thy she standelh on the highest staire

Of th'honorable stage of womanhead,
rhat Ladies all may follow her ensample dead.
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n so great prayse of stedfxst chastity,

•Natlikv^; she was so curteous and kind,

'C, and go<j(lly modesty,
two verlucs stroue to find

I plaic in her Mtroic k mind :

g <a(lj did other more augment.
And Ixitli cncreast the jiraysc of woman kind,

And both encrcast her beautie e.xcellent
;

'O all did nuikc in her a perfect complement.

^^/^

Cant, VL

The birth ojjaire Belphcebe and

OfAmorel is told.

The Gardins ofAdonisfraught

With pleasures nianijold.

I

Well may I weene, faire Ladies, all this while

Ye wonder, how this noble Damozell

So great perfections did in her compile,

Sith that in saluage forests she did dwell,

So farre from court and royall Citadell,

The great schoolmistresse of all curtesy :

Seemeth that such wild woods should far expell

All ciuill vsage and gentility,

And gentle sprite dcforme with rude rusticity.

But to this faire Bdphabe in her berth

The heauens so fauourable were and free.

Looking with myld aspect vpon the earth.

In \\\ Horoscope of her natiuitee,

That all the gifts of grace and chastitce

On her they poured forth of plenteous home
;

loue laught on Vctius from his soueraigre see.

And Phabus with faire l>eames did her adorne,

And all the Graces rockt her cradle being borne.

Her berth was of the wombe of Morning dew,

And her conception of the ioyous Prime,

And all her whole creation did her shew
Pure and vnspottcd from all Iruithly crime,

That is ingeneratc in fleshly slime.

So was this virgin borne, so was she bred.

So was she trayiicd vp from time to time.

In all (liast vertue, and true bounti-hed

Till to her dew iH.Tfeclion she was rii)en<.d.

Iler mother was the faire Chrysogonff,

The tlaughter of Aviphisa, who l)y race

A I'aerie w;'s, yl)ornc of high degree.

She Ixire I'dpholw, she bore in like cacc

Faire Avwrctla in tlu' second place :

Tlic-se two Were luinnes, and Iwixl them two
di<l share

'Hie hi-ritage of all alt-stiall grace.

That all the rest it seiin'd they roblnd Ujio

Of bountic, and of beautie, and all vertucs

rare.
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It were a goodly storie, to declare,

By what straunge accident faire Chrysogone

Conceiu'd these infants,and howthem she bare,

In this wild forrest wandring all alone.

After she had nine rnoneths fulfild and gone :

For not as other wemens commune brood,

They were enwombed in the sacred throne

Of her chaste bodie, nor with commune food,

As other wemens babes, they sucked vitall

blood.

6

But wondrously they were begot, and bred

Through influence of th'heauens fruitful! ray,

As it in antique bookes is mentioned.

It was vpon a Sommers shynie day,

When Titan faire his beames did display,

In a fresh fountaine, farre from all mens vew.

She bath'd her brest, the boyling heat t' allay;

She bath'd with roses red, and violets blew.

And all the sweetest flowres, that in the forrest

grew.

7

Till faint through irkesome wearinesse, adowne
Vpon the grassie ground her selfe she layd

To sleepe, the whiles agentleslombringswowne

Vpon her fell all naked bare displayd ;

The sunne-beames bright vpon her body playd,

Being through former bathing moUifide,

And pierst into herwombe, where they embayd
With so sweet sence and secret power vnspide.

That in her pregnant fleshthey shortly fructifide

.

8
Miraculous may seeme to him, that reades

So straunge ensample of conception
;

But reason teacheth that the fruitfull seades

Of all things lining, through impression

Of the sunbeames in moyst complexion.

Doe life conceiue and quickned are by kynd :

So after Nilus invndation.

Infinite shapes of creatures men do fynd,

Informed in the mud, on which the Sunne hath

shynd.

9
Great father he of generation

Is rightly cald, th'author of life and light

;

And his faire sister for creation

Ministrcth matter fit, which tcmpred right

With heate and humour, brcedes the Huing
wight.

Sosprongthcse twinnes mwoxnhcoiChrysogone

,

Yet wist she nought thereof, but sore affright,

Wondrcd to see her belly so vpblone.

Which still increast, till she her terme had full

out"one.

. . ^° I
\Miereof conceiuing shame and foule disgrace, ^
Albe her guiltlesse conscience her cleard,

She fled into the wildernesse a space.

Till that vnweeldy burden she had reard, I
And shund dishonor,which as death she feard:

W'here wcarie of long trauell, downe to rest

Her selfe she set, and comfortably cheard
;

There a sad cloud of sleepe her ouerkest.

And seized euery sense with sorrow sore opprest.

II

It fortuned, faire Venus hauing lost

Her little sonne, the winged god of loue.

Who forsome light displeasure,whichhim crost,

Was from her fled, as flit as ayerie Done,
And left her blisfull bowre of ioy aboue,

(So from her often he had fled away.
When she for ought him sharpely did reproue,

And wandred in the world in strange aray,

Disguiz'd in thousand shapes, that none might
him bewray.)

12

Him for to seeke, she left her heauenly hous,

The house of goodly formes and faire aspects,

Whence all the world deriues the glorious

Features of beautie, and all shapes select,

With which high God his workmanship hath

deckt

;

And searched euery way, through which his

wings

Had borne him, or his tract she mote detect

:

She promist kisses sweet, and sweeter things

Vnto the man, that of him tydings to her brings.

FirstshehimsoughtinCourt,wheremosthevsed
Wliylome tohaunt,but there she found him not

;

But many there she found, which sore accused

His falsehood, and with foule infamous blot

His cruell deedes and wicked wyles did spot

:

Ladies and Lords she euery where mote heare

Complayning, how with his empoysned shot

Their wofull harts he wounded liad whyleare,

And so had left them languishing twixt hope

and fcare.
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She then the Cittles sought from gate to gate.

And euery one did aske, did he him see
;

And euery one her answerd, that too late

He had him scene, and felt the crucltie

Of his sharpe darts and whot artillcrie ;

And euery one threw forth rcprochcs rife

Of his mischieuous deedes, and said. That hee

Was the disturber of all ciuill life.

The cnimy of peace, and author of all strife.
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riien in the countrey she abroad him sought,

And in the rurall cottages inquired,

Where also many plaints to her were brought,

How he their heedlesse hartswith loue had fyred,

And his false venim through their veines

inspyred
;

And eke the gentle shepheard swaynes, which

sat

Keeping their fleecie flockes,as they were hyred,

Sheswectly heard complaine, both howandwliat

:Ier sonne had to them doen
;
yet she did smile

thereat. .
lo

3ut when in none of all these she him got,

She gan auize, where else he mote him hyde :

At last she her bethought, that she luid not

Yetsoughtthesaluagewoodsandforrestswyde,

In which full many louely Nym[)hes abyde,

Mongst whom might be, that he did closely lye,

Or that the loue of some of them him tyde :

For thy she thither cast her course t'apply,

fo search the secret haunts of Dianes comjxiny

.

^h'jrtiy vnto the wastefuU woods she came,

Whereasshe found theGoddcssewiihhcr crew.

After Lite chiice of their cmbrewcd game,
Sitting iK-side a fountaine in a rew,

Some of them washing with the liquid dew
From off their dainty limlxs the dustie sweat,

And soyle which did dcforme their liuely hew

;

Others by shaded from the scorching heat
;

rhc rest vjjonher [xTsongaueattendance great.

18

^he luuing hong vfxjn a lx)ugh on high

Her IxiW and jxiinted rjuiuer, had vnlaste

Her siluer buskins from her nimble thigh,

.\nd her lanckc loynes vngirt, and brests vn-

bra.slc.

After her heat the breathing cold to taste ;

!• n lockes, tluit late in tresses bright

i -d were for hindririg of her haste,

l(Kr>e aUuit her shoulders hong vndight.

•vcre witli sweet Antbrosia all Ixspriiickkd

Ughl.
iw

'.'iHus Siiw l>ehiinl her JKuke,

iiiM to \k' so loose siirpri/ed,

.voxel wile wrothaj^'ainst lierdamzelsslacke,

I had not her tliertof l)eforc auizetl,

Hut suffred her so carciesly disguized
'- '>»irrtakcn. Soone her garments loo^c

ith'rini;. in her Ikjmjihc she comprized,
' '

'. and to the (i<Kldessc rose,

ii|)hi!j did like u girlond her

Goodly she gan faire Cytherea greet.

And shortly asked her, what cause her brought

Into that wildernesse for her vnmeet,

From her sweete bowres, and beds with

pleasures fraught

:

That suddein cliange she strange aduenture

thought.

To whom halfe weeping, she thus answered,

Tliat she her dearest sonne Cupido sought,

WTio in his frowardnesse from her was fled ;

That she repented sore, to haue him angered.

21

Thereat Diana gan to smile, in scorne

Of her vaine plaint, and to her scoffing sayd ;

Great pittie sure, that ye be so forlorne

Of your gay sonne, that giues ye so good ayd

To your dis[X)rts : ill mote ye bene apayd.

But she was more engrieued, and replide ;

Faire sister, ill beseemes it to vpbrayd

A dolefuU heart with so disdainfull pride
;

The like tliat mine, may be your jjaine another

tide. ^'
22

As you in woods and wanton wildernesse

Your glory set, to chace the saluage beasts,

So my delight is all in ioyfulnesse.

In beds, in bowre<;, in banckets, and in feasts

:

And ill becomes you with your loftie crcasts.

To scorne the ioy, that louc is glad to secke ;

We l)0th are bound to follow heauens beheasts,

And tend our charges with obeisance mcekc :

Spiire, gentle sister, with rcproch my jiaine to

ecke.
^^

And tell me, if that ye my sonne haue heard,

Tolurkeemongst yourNym[)hes in secret wizc

;

Or kee|K their cabins : much I am affcard,

I>e;ist he like one of them him selfe disguize,

And turtle his arrowcs to their exercize :

So may he long himselfe full easie hide :

For he is faire and fresh in face and guizc,

As any Nymph (let not it Ik' ciniyile.)

So saying cucry Nymph full narrowly she eydc.

24

Hut Plidbt therewith sore was angered,

An<l sluirply Siiid ; Goc Dame, goc sceke your

Ikiv,

Where you him l.itely left, in Mars his Ind ;

He comes not here, we scorne his foolish ioy,

Nc lend we leisure to his idle toy :

Hut if I ratch him in this <om|w\ny.

Hv Slvf^iiitt lake I vow, whose sad atuioy

The (mkIs doe dread, he dearelv shall abyc :

He clip his wanton wings, that he no more shall
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Whom when as Venus saw so sore displeased,

She inly scry was, and gan relent,

What she had said: so her she soone appeased,

With sugred words and gentle blandisliment.

Which as afountaine from her sweet lips went,

And welled goodly forth, that in short space

She waswellplcasd,andforthherdamzels sent,

Through all the woods, to search from place to

place,

If any tract of him or tydings they mote trace.

26

To search the God of loue,hcrNymphes she sent

Throughout the wandringforrest euery where:

And after them her selfe eke with her went

To seeke the fugitiue, both farre and nere,

So long they sought, till they arriued were

In that same shadie couert, whereas lay

Faire Crysogone in slombry traunce whilere :

Who in her sleepe (a wondrous thing to say)

Vnwareshad borne two babes, as faire as spring-

ing <iay.
27

Vnwares she them conceiu'd, vnwares she bore :

She bore withouten paine, that she conceiucd

Withouten pleasure : ne her need implore

Lucinaes aide : which when they both per-

ceiued,

They were through wonder nigh of sense

bereaued,

And gazing each on other, nought bespake :

At last they both agreed, her seeming grieued

Out of her heauy swowne not to awake,

But from her louing side the tenderbabes to take.

28

Vp they them tooke, each one a babe vi^tooke.

And with them carried, to be fostered ;

Dame Phoebe to a Nymph her babe betooke,

To be vpbrought in perfect ]\Iaydenhed,

And of her selfe her name BelpJiccbe red :

But Venus hers thence farre away conuayd,

To be vpbrought in goodly womanhed,
And in her litle loues stead, which was strayd,

Her Amorelta cald, to comfort her dismayd.

She brought her to her ioyous Paradize,

Where most she wonnes, when she on earth

does dwel.

'So faire a jilace, as Nature can denize :

Whether in Paphos, or Cylheron hill.

Or it in Gnidus be, I wote not well

;

But well I wote by tryall, that this same
All other pleasant places doth excell,

And called is by her lost louers name,
The Gardin of Adonis, farre renomnd by fame.

30
In that same Gardin all the goodly flowres,

Wherewith dame Nature doth her beautifie,

And decks the girlonds of her paramoures.

Are fetcht : there is the first seminarie

Of all things, that are borne to liue and die,

According totheirkindes. Long worke it were,

Here to account the endlesse progenie

Ofallthewecdes, that bud and blossome there
;

But so much as doth need, must needs be

counted here.

It sited was in fruitfuU soyle of old,

And girt in with two walles on cither side
;

The one of yron, the other of bright gold.

That none might thorough brcake, nor oucr-

stride

:

And double gates it had, which opened wide,

By which both in and out men moten pas
;

Th'one faire and fresh, the other old and dride

:

Old Genius the porter of them was,

Old Genius, the which a double nature has.

32
He letteth in, he letteth out to wend,

All that to come into the world desire
;

A thousand thousand naked babes attend

About him day and night, which doe require,

That he with fleshly weedes would them attire

:

Such as him list, such as eternall fate

Ordained hath, he clothes with sinfull mire,

And sendeth forth to liue in mortall state,

Till they againe returnebacke by theliinder gate.

After that they againe returned bcene,

They in that Gardin planted be againe ;

And grow afresh, as they had neucr seene

Fleshly corruption, nor mortall i)aine.

Some thousand yeares so doen they there

rcmaine
;

And then of him are clad with other hew.

Or sent into the chaungcfuU world againe.

Till thither they returne, where first they grew:

So like a wheele around they runne from old to

new.

34
Ne needs there Gardiner to set, or sow.

To j)lant or prune : for of their owne accord

All things, as they created were, doe grow.

And vet remember well the mightie word.

Which first was spoken by th'Almightie lord,

That bad them to increase and multiply :

Ne doe they need with water of the ford.

Or of the clouds to moysten their roots dry ;

For in themselues eternall moisture they imply.

II
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Infinite shapes of creatures there are bred,

And vncouth formes, \vhich none yet euer knew,

And euery sort is in a sundry bed

Set by it selfe, and ranckt in comely rew

:

Some fit for reasonable soules t'indew,

Some made for beasts, some made for birds to

weare.

And all the fruitfull spawT.e of fishes hew
In endlesse rancks along enraunged were,

rhat seem'd the Ocean could not containe them
there.

36
Daily they grow, and daily forth are sent

Into the world, it to replenish more ;

Vet is the stocke not lessened, nor spent.

But still remaines in euerlasting store,

As it at first created was of yore.

For in the wide wombe of the world there lyes,

In hateful! darkencsse and in dee{>e horrorc,

An huge eternall Chaos, which supplycs

The substances of natures fruitfull progcnyes.

37
All things from thencedoc their first being fetch.

And borrow matter, whereof they are made,
Which when asformeaiid feature it does ketch,

liccomes a Ixxlie, and doth then inuade

The state of life, out of the griesly shade.

Tliat sul>stance is cterne, and bideth so,

Ne when the life decayes, and fonne docs fade.

Doth it consume, and into notliing go,

Dut cliaunged is^ and often altred to and fro.

38
The substance is not chaunged, nor altercfJ,

Dut th'oiily forme and outward fashion
;

For cuery substance is conditioned

To cliangc her hew, and sundry formes to don.

Meet for her tcnn)cr and comj)lexion :

For formes arc variable and demy,
I'y course of kind, and by ocn\sion

;

And lliat faire flowre of beaut ie fades away,
As dolh the lilly fresh Ixfore the sunny ray.

30
Cireat cnimy to it, and to all the rest,

''"liat in the (iardin of Adonis springs,

Is wickc«l Tittw, who with his srylh addrest.

Docs mow the flowring hcrl)cs and goixlly

things,

And all lhcirglf»ry to the grninid downe flings.

Where they drx; wither, and an- fowly tnard :

lie flyes alxnit, and with his Ihiggy wings
Ilcjitcs (lownc \yA\\ leaues and buds without

regard,

N<-
' iicT pitlie may relent l.is malice hard.

40
Vet pittie often did tlie gods relent,

To see so faire things mard, and spoyled quight

:

And their great mother Venus did bment
The losse of her deare brood, her deare delight:

Her hart was pierst with pittie at the sight,

When walking through the Gardin, them she

spyde.

Vet no'te she find redresse for such despight.

For all that hues, is subiect to tliat law :

All things decay in time, and to their end do

draw.
41

But were it not, that Time their troubler is.

All that in this delightfuU Gardin growes,

Should happie be, and haue immortall blis

:

For h^re all plentie, and all pleasure llowes,

Andsweetlouegentle fitsemongst them throwcs,
Without fell rancor, or fond gealosie

;

Franckly each paramour his leman knowes.

Each bird his mate, ne any does enuie

Their goodly meriment, and gay felicitie.

42
There is continual! spring, and haruest there

Continuall, both meeting at one time : [beare,

For both the boughes doe laughing blossomes

And with fresh colours decke the wanton Prime,

And eke attonce the heauy trees they clime.

Which secme to labour vnder their fruits lode:

The whiles theioyousbirdcsmake their pastime

Emongst the shadie leaues, their sweet abode,

And their true louts without suspition tell

abrode.
-^3

Right in the middcst of that Paradise,

Therestood a stately Mount, onwhoscroundtop
A gloomy groue of mirtle trees did rise, [lop,

Wliose sluulie Iwughes sharpe Steele did neuer

Nor wicked beasts their tender buds ilid crop,

But like a girlond compassal the hight.

And from llieir fruitfull sides sweet gum did

droj).

That all theground with precious deawbedight.
Threw forth most dainty odours, and most

sweet dtlight.

.

-^-^

And in the thickest couert of tluit shade.

There was a plr.tsant arlxnir, not by art,

But of the trees owne inclination made,
Whiih knilliiig their rancke braunclu-s part to

I<;irt,

With wanton yuie tw\ne entrayld athwart,

And Mglantine, and (aprilole emong,
Fasliiond alK>nc within tluir inin<>st |>;irt,

That nether I'habiis beiuns could through

them throng, [wrong.

Nor Aeolus sharp blast could worke tluiu any
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45
And all about grew euery sort of flowre,

To which sad louers were transformd of yore
;

Fresh Hyacin'hus, Phccbus paranioure.

And dearest loue,

Foolish Narcisse, that likes the watry shore,

Sad Aniaranlhus, made a flowre but late,

Sad Aniaranlhus, in whose purple gore

Me seemes I see Aminlas wretched fate,

To whom sweet Poets verse hath giuen endlesse

date.

46
There wont faire Venus often to enioy

Her deare Adonis ioyous company,
And reape sweet pleasure of the wanton boy

;

There yet, some say, in secret he does ly,

Lapped in flowres and pretious spycery,

By her hid from the world, and from the skill

Of Stygian Gods, which doe her loue enuy ;

But she her selfe, when euer that she will,

Possesseth him, and of his sweetnesse takes her

fill.

47
And sooth it seemes they say : for he may not

For euer die, and euer buried bee

In balefull night, where all things are forgot

;

All be he subiect to mortalitie.

Yet is eterne in mutabilitie.

And by succession made perpetuall.

Transformed oft, and chaunged diuerslie :

For him the Father of all formes they call

;

Therefore needs mote he Hue, that liuing giues

to all.

There now he liucth in eternall blis,

loying his goddesse, and of her cnioyd :

Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of his,

WTiich with his cruell tuske him deadly cloyd :

For that wilde Bore, the which him once an-

noyd.

She firmely hath cmprisoned for ay.

That her sweet loue his malice mote auoyd.
In a strong rocky Cauc, which is they say,

Hewen vnderneath that Mount, that none liim

losen may.

There now he Hues in euerlasting ioy,

With many of the Gods in company.
Which thither haunt, and with the winged boy
Sporting himselfe in safe felicity :

Who when he hath with spoilcs and cruelty

Ransackt the world, and in tiie wofuU harts

Of many wretches set his triumphes hyc.

Thither resorts, and laving his sad darts

Aside, with faire Adonis playes liis wanton
parts.

.
50

And his true loue faire Psyche with him playes,

Faire Psyche to him lately reconcyld,

After long troubles and vnmeet vpbrayes.

With which his mother Venus her reuyld.

And eke himselfe her cruelly exyld

:

But now in stedfast loue and happy state

She with him hues, and hath him borne a chyld.

Pleasure, that doth both gods and menaggrate,
Pleasure, the daughter of Cupid and Psyche late.

Hither great Venus brought this infant faire,

The younger daughter of Chrysogonee,

And vnto Psyche with great trust and care

Committed her, yfostered to bee,

And trained vp in true feminitee :

Who no lesse carefully her tendered,

Thenher owne daughter Pleasure, towhom shee

Made her companion, and her lessoned

In all the lore of loue, and goodly wonjanhead.

52
In which when she to perfect ripenesse grew.

Of grace and beautie noble Paragone,

She brought her forth into the worldes vew.
To be th'ensample of true loue alone.

And Lodestarre of all chaste affectione.

To all faire Ladies, that doe liue on ground.

To Faery court she came, where many one

Admyrd her goodly haueour, and found

His feeble hart wide launched with loues cruell

wound.

But she to none of them her loue did cast,

Saue to the noble knight Sir Scudamore,

To whom her louing hart she linked fast

In faithfull loue, t'abide for euermore.

And for his dearest sake endured sore,

Sore trouble of an hainous enimy
;

Who her would forced haue to haue forlore

Her former loue, and stedfast loialty.

As ye may elsewhere read that ruefull history.

54
But well I wcene, ye first desire to Icarne,

What end vnto tliat fearefuU Damozcll,

Which fled so fast from that same foster

stearne.

Whom with his brethren Tiniias slew, befell

:

That was to wect, the goodly Florimell
;

Who wandring for to sccke her loucr deare,

Her loucr deare, her denrest Marincll,

Into misfortune fell, as ve did hcare.

And from Prince Arthur fled with wings of idle

fcare.
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Tlie witches sonne hues FlorirneU :

shefiyes, he/aines to die.

Satyrane saues the Squire oJDaines

Jrom Gyanls tyrannie.

ke as an Ilynd forth singled from the heard,

'hat hath escajx-d from a rauenous beast,

t'et flyes away of lier owne feet affeard,

\.nd euery leafe, tliat shaketh with the least

iurmure of winde, her terror hath encreast
;

fled faire Floriniell from her vaine fearc,

X)ng after she from perill was releast

:

ikicli sliade she saw, and each noyse she did

hcarc,

id seemc to be the same, which she cscapt

whyleare.

2

1 tliat same euening she in flying spent,

Ind all tliat night her course continewed :

se did siie let dull sleepe once to relent,

»i'or wcarinesse to slacke her hast, but fled

i!uer alike, as if her former dred

Vcre hard Ix-hind, her readie to arrest

:

Lnd her white Palfrey hauing conquered

'he maistriiig mines out of her weary wrest,

rrforcc her curried, where euer he tliought best.

• long as breath, and hable puissance

)id Jiutiue courage vnto him supply,

lis j^ace he freshly forward did aduauncc,

Ind carried her beyond all ieoiwrdy,

Jut nought that wanteth rest, am long aljv.

le liauing thr<iugh incessant trauell sjKiit

lis force, at List |)<.Tforce a downe did ly,

^'c ffXJt cduld further nioue : The I^uly gent

lereat wassuddcinstrooke with great astonish-

ment.

4
id fofst I'alight, on ffx)t mote algales fare,

^ traucUer vnwontcd to such way :

seed tt-acheth ht-r this lesson juird and rare,

"hjit fortune all in e<|n:ill hiiiiKe doth sway,
\\\i\ nn»riall nns«ri(S doih make hi-r plav.

>o lofig shi- trauelUd, till ;it Inigtii she r.imc

I'o an liilli-N side, whi( h did to her Ixwray
^ little valley, subiect to the same,
II couerd with thick woods, tliat (juilc it ouer-

came.

Through the tops of the high trees she did descry
A litle smoke, whose vapour thin and linht

Reeking aloft, vproUed to the sky :

Which, chearefuli signe did send vntoher sight.
That in the same did womie some huin" wiaht,
Eftsoones her steps she thereunto applvde.
And came at last in weary wretched plight
\'nto the place, to which her hope did guyde,

To find some refuge there, and rest her weary
svde.

6

There in a gloomy hollow glen she found
A little cottage, built of stickcs and reedes

In homely wize, and wald with sods around.
In which a witch did dwell, in loathly weedes,

And wilfuU want, all careLsse of her needes ;

So choosing solitarie to abide.

Far from all neighbours, that her deuilish

deedes

And hellish arts from people she might hide,

And hurt far off vnknowne, whom euer she

enuide.

7
The Damzell there arriuing cntred in ;

Where sitting on the flore the Hag she found,

Busie (as seem'd) about some wicked gin :

Who soone as she beheld that suddein stound,

Lightly vj)started from the dustie ground.

And with fell lookc and hollow deadly gaze
Stared on her awhile, as one astound,

Xe had one word to speake, for great amaze,
But shewd by outward signcs, tliat dread her

sencc did daze.

S

.\t last turning her feare to foolish wrath,

She askt, what deuill had her thither brought,

And who she was, and what vnwonttd juth
Had guided her, vnwtlcomed, vnsought ?

To whi( h tlie Damzell fullof doubt full thought

,

Her mil<lly answer'el ; lieldame l>e not wroth
With silly N'irgin by aduenture brought
\'nto your dwelling, ignorant and loth.

That crane but rowme to rest, while tempest
ouerblo'lh.

<)

With that adowne out of her Christall cync
Few trie kling te-.ires she softly forth let f.dl,

That like two Orient [K-arles, did piirelv shvnc
V|>on her snowy « heeke ; and thenwllhall
She sighed soft, that none so iHstiall,

Nor siduage hart, but ruth of her sid plight

Would make to melt, or pitteouslv app.ill :

;\nd that vile Hag, all were her whole delight

In misdiiefe, was much moucd nt so pilteous

sight.
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And gan recomfort her in her rude wyse,

With womanish compassion of her plaint,

Wiping the teares from her suffused eyes,

And bidding her sit do\Yne, to rest her faint

And wearie hmbs a while. She nothing quaint

Nor s'deignfull of so homely fashion,

Sith brought she was now to so hard constraint,

Sate downe vpon the dusty ground anon,

Asglad of thatsmall rest,as Birdof tempest gon.

II

Tho gan she gather vp her garments rent,

And her loose lockes to dight in order dew.

With golden wreath and gorgeous ornament

;

Whom such whenas the wicked Hag did vew.

She was astonisht at her heauenly hew,

And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight.

But or some Goddesse, or of Dianes crew.

And thought her to adore with humble spright

;

T'adore thing so diuine as beauty, were but right.

12

This wicked woman had a wicked sonne.

The comfort of her age and weary dayes,

A laesie loord, for nothing good to donne,

But stretched forth in idlenesse alwayes,

Ne euer cast his mind to couet prayse.

Or ply him selfe to any honest trade.

But all the day before the sunny rayes

He vs'd to slug, or slcepe in slothfull shade :

Such laesinesse both lewd and poore attonce

him made.

He comming home at vndertime, there found

The fairest creature, that he euer saw,

Sitting beside his mother on the ground
;

The sight whereof did greatly him adaw,

And his base thought with terrour and with aw
So inly smot, that as one, which had gazed

On the bright Sunne \Tiwares, doth soone

withdraw
His feeble eyne, with too much brightnesse

dazed,

So stared he on her,and stood long while amazed.

14

Softly at last he gan his mother aske,

\Miat mister wight that was, and whence
deriued.

That in so straunge disguizement there did

maske.
And by what accident she there arriued :

But she, as one nigh of her wits depriued.

With nought but gliastly lookcs him answered.

Like to a ghost, that lately is reuiued

From Stygian shores, where late it wandered ;

So both at her, and each at other wondered.

But the faire Virgin was so meeke and mild,

That she to them vouchsafed to embace
Her goodly port, and to their senses vild,

Her gentle speach applide, that in short space

She grew familiare in tliat desert place.

During which time, the Chorle through her so

kind

And curteise vse conceiu'd affection bace.

And cast to loue her in his brutish mind
;

No loue, but brutish lust, tliat was so beastly

tind.
16

Closely the wicked flame his bowels brent.

And shortly grew into outrageous fire
;

Yet liad he not the hart, nor hardiment,

As vnto her to vtter liis desire ;

His caytiue thought durst not so high aspire,

But with soft sighes, and louely semblaunces,

He ween'd that his affection entire

She should aread ; many resemblaunces

To her hemade,andmany kind remembraunces.

^7
.

Oft from the forrest wildings he did bring.

Whose sides empurpled were with smiling red,

And oft youngbirds,which hehad taught tosing
His mistresse prayses, sweetly caroled,

Girlonds of flowres sometimes for her faire hed

He finewould dight; sometimes thesquirellwild

He brought to her in bands, as conquered

To be her thrall, his fellow seruant vild
;

All which, she of him tooke with countenance

meeke and mild.

18

But past awhile, when she fit season saw
To leaue that desert mansion, she cast

In secret wize her selfe thence to w ithdraw.

For feare of mischiefe, which she did forecast

Might be by the witch or that her sonne com-

past

:

Her wearie Palfrey closely, as she might,

Now well recouercd after long repast,

In liis proud furnitures she freshly dight,

His late miswandred wayes now to remeasrre

right.
19

And earely ere the dawning day appeard,

She forth issewed, and on her iourney went;

She went in perill, of each noyse affeard,

And of each shade, that did it selfe present

;

For still she feared to be ouerhcnt.

Of that vile hag, or her vnciuile sonne

.

Who when too late awaking, well they kent,

That their faire guest was gone, they both

bcgonne fvndonne.

To make exceeding mone, as they had

i

. benai|
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t that lewd louer did the most lament

or her depart, that euer man did heare
;

e knockt his brest with des|)erate intent,

ndscratcht his face,andwith liis teeth did teare

is ru<^ged flesh, and rent liis ragged heare :

hat bus sad mother seeing his sore pUght,

^as greatly woe begon, and gan to feare,

east his fraile senses were emperisht quight,

d loue to frenzy turnd, sith loue is franticke

hight." 21

waves she sought, him to restore to plight,

I'ith herbs, with charms, with counsell, and
with tearcs,

ut tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counsell

might
sswage the fury, which his entrails teares :

3 strong is passion, that no reason heares.

ho when all other hel|)es she saw to faile,

he turnd her selfe backe to her wicked learcs

nd by her deuilish arts thought to preuaile,

bring her backe againe, or worke her finall

bale.
22

isoones out of her hidden caue she cald

n liideous beast, of horrible aspect,

liat could the stoutest courage liaue appald
;

lonstrous mii>liaj)t,and all his backe was spect

kith thousand s[X3ts of colours queint elect,

liereto so swift, tliat it all beasts did pas :

ike neuer yet did liuing eye detect

;

lut likest it to an Hyena w as,
'

L-ds on womens Hesh, as others fcede on

23
. . .

forth she cald, and gaue it streight in charge,

hrough thicke and thin her to jnirscw ajKicc,

ic once to stay to rest, or brcatii at large,

ill Ikt lie luif! attaind, and brf)ught in place,

'r f|i!it'' dfuourd her Ix'tuit ic-s scornefull grace,

r swift as word, that from her went,

1 in hast, and did her f»)<)ting trace

sure and swiftly, through his |)frfect sent,

id ixiasingsiK-cde, that shortly he her ouerhent.

24
when tlw fi-arrfull I)ain/(11 nigh espidc,

<J to bid h'.-r fast away to Ilie
;

lut vglv slmjK" so sore her terrihde,

lut it she shuMfi no les.sc, tlu-n dread to die,

.ml her flit Palfrey did s« well ap|>ly

li«k nimble fwt to luT roncriunl fr.iro,

lut wluliiil his breulh did strength to him

I free he her nway did Ix-arc :

u luH force gun failc, his jxicc pm wcx
irc.

Which whenas she perceiu'd, she was dismayd
At tliat same last extremitie full sore.

And of her saietie greatly grew alrasd
;

And now she gan approch to the sea shore,

As it befell, that she could flie no more.

But yield her selfe to spoile of greedinesse.

Lightly she leaped, as a wight forlore.

From her dull horse, in desiderate distresse,

And to her feet betooke her doubtful! sickernesse.

26

Not halfe so fast the wicked Myrrha fled

From dread of her rcuenging fathers hond :

Nor halfe so fast to saue her maidenhed.

Fled fearefuU Daphm on Xh'JEgcpan strond,

As Florimell fled from that Monster yond,

To reach the sea, ere she of liim were raught

:

For in the sea to drowne her selfe she fond,

Rather then of the tyrant to be caught

:

Thereto feare gaue her wings, and neede her

courage taught.

27

It fortuned (high God did so ordaine)

As she arriutd on the roring shore,

In minde to leajx; into the mighty maine,

A little boate lay houing her before,

In which there slept a fisher old and jX)re,

The whiles his nets were drying on the sand :

Into the same she leapt, and with the ore

Did thrust the shallop from thelloting strand:

So safetie found at sea, which she found not ai

land.

28

The Monster ready on the jiray to sease.

Was of his forward hojH.' dectiued quight
;

Ne durst as.s;iy to wade the jK'rlous seas.

Hut greedily long gaping at the ^ight.

At hi-st in vaine was forst to lurne his flight,

And tell the idle tidings to liis Dame :

\'et to aiienge his {Jt»iili>h dt-spight,

lie set viM»u her Talfrey tired lame.

And slew him cruelly, ere any nskiw came.

"')

And after luuiing him eniU)Welkd,

To fill his hellish gorge, it cluunist a knight

To ptuvsc tlut wav. as forth he IrauelUd ;

It was a gcxxllv Swaiiie, and of great might.

As euer man tliat bloudy fieM did fight ;

iJut in vaine shet»ws, that uont yong knights

JHwitih.

And courtly seruiccs tookc no delight,

Hut rather ioyd to l»e, then seemen sii h :

I'oi IxitliidlM- .iinl SI line to him \\as 1.i1h)ui li^h.
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It was to weete the good Sir Satyrane,

That raungdabroadto seeke aduenturcs wilde,

As was his wont in forrest, and in plaine
;

He was all armd in rugged Steele vnfilde,

As in the smoky forge it was compilde,

And in liis Scutchin bore a Satyres hed :

lie comming present, where the Monster vilde

Vpon that milke-white Palfreyes carkas fed,

V'nto his reskew ran, and greedily him sped.

31

There well perceiu'd he, that it was the horse,

Whereon faire Florimell was wont to ride.

That of that feend was rent without remorse :

Much feared he, least ought did ill betide

To that faire Mayd, the flowre of womens pride

;

For her he dearely loued, and in all

His famous conquests highly magnifide :

Besides her golden girdle, which did fall

From her in flight, he found, that did him sore

apall.

32

Full of sad feare, and doubtful! agony,

Fiercely he flew \^on that wicked feend.

And with huge strokes, and cruell battery

Him forst to leaue his pray, for to attend

Him selfe from deadly daunger to defend :

Full many wounds in his corrupted flesh

He did engraue, and muchell bloud did spend,

Yet might not do him dye, but aye more fresh

And fierce he still appeard, the more he did him
thresh.

He wist not, how him to despoile of life,

Ne how to win the wished victory,

Sith him he saw still stronger grow through

strife.

And him selfe weaker through infirmity
;

Greatly he grew enrag'd, and furiously

Hurling his sword away, he lightly lept

Vpon the beast, that with great cruelty

Rorcd, and raged to be vnder-kept

:

Yet he perforce liim held, and strokes vpon him
hept.

34
As he that striues to stop a suddein flood,

And in strong banckes his violence enclose,

Forceth it swell aboue his wonted mood.
And largely ouerflow the fruitfuU plaine,

That all the count rey seemes to be a Maine,

And the rich furrowcs flotc, all quite fordonne:

The wofuU husbandman doth lowd complaine,

To see his whole yeares labour lost so soone.

For which lo God he made so many an idle

boone.

35
So him he held, and did through might amate
So long he held him, and him bet so long,

That at the last his fiercenesse gan abate.

And meekely stoup vnto the victour strong

:

Who to auenge the implacable wrong,
Which he supposed donne to Florimell,

Sought by all meanes his dolour to prolong,

Sith dint of Steele his carcas could not quell:

His maker with her charmes had framed him so

well.

36
The golden ribband, which that virgin wore
About her sclender wast, he tooke in hand.

And with it bound the beast, that lowd did rore

For great despight of that vnwonted band,
Yet dared not his victour to withstand,

But trembled like a lanibe, fled from the pray,

And all the way him followd on the strand,

As he had long bene learned to obay
;

Yet neuer learned he such seruice, till that day.

37
Thus as he led the Beast along the way.
He spide far off a mighty Giauntesse,

Fast flying on a Courser dapled gray.

From a bold knight, that with great hardinesse

Her hard pursewd,and sought for tosuppresse;

She bore before her lap a dolefull Squire,

Lying athwart her horse in great distresse.

Fast bounden hand and foote with cords ofwire,

Whom she did pieane to make the thrall of her

desire.

38
WTiich whenas Satyrane beheld, in hast

He left his captiue Beast at liberty,

And crost the nearest way, b>' which he cast

Her to encounter, ere she passed by :

But she the way shund nathemore for thy,

But forward gallopt fast ; whichwhen he spyde,
His mighty speare he couched warily.

And at her ran : she hauing him descryde,

Her selfe to fight addrest, and threw her lode

aside.

39
Like as a Goshauke, that in foote doth beare

A trembling Culuer, hauing spide on hight

An Eglc, that with plumy wings doth sheare

The subtile ayre, stouping with all his might,

The quarrey throwes to ground with fell

despight.

And to the battell doth her selfe prepare

So ran the Geauntesse vnto the fight

;

Her firie eyes with furious sparkcs did stare,

And with blasphemous bannes high God
peeces tare.
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e caught in hand an huge great yron mace,

ilierewith she many had of hfe depriued,

ut ere the stroke could seize his a\Tned place,

is speareamids her sun-broad shield arriued

;

et nathemore the Steele a sunder riued,

II were the beame in bignesse like a mast,

e her out of the stedfast sadle driued,

ut glauncing on the tempred mettall, brast

thousand shiuers,and so forth beside her past.

41

rSteeddidstaggerwiththatpuissauntstrooke;

ut she no more was moued with that might,

hen it liad lighted on an aged Oke ;

r on the marble Pillour, that is pight

pon the top of Mount Olympus hight,

or the braue youthly Champions to assay,

i'ith burning charet wheelcs it nigh to smite :

ut who that smites it, mars his ioyous play,

d is the spectacle of ruinous decay.

42
t therewith sore enrag'd, with sterne regard

!er dn-adfull wcajx^n bhe to him addrcst,

pTiich on his hclnut martcllcd so liard,

liat made him low incline his lofty crest,

nd br>wd his batlred visour to his brcst

:

iTierewithhc was so stund, that he n'ote rydc,

ut reeled to and fro from East to West

:

rliich when his cruel cnimy espyde,

e lightly vnto him adioyncd side to sydc
;

43
id on his collar laying puissant hand,
ut of his waucriiig stat him [tluckt jx^rforsc,

erforsc him pluckt, vnable to withstand,

r hclix' himselfc. and laying thwart htr horse,

1 loathly wi>.c like to a carion corse,

lie lx>rc him fast away. Which when the

knight,

liat her purscwcd, saw, with great remorse
• :irc was touched in his nolilc spright.

II cncrcasc his speed, as she encriiust her

night.

•u
•.\hcn as ni^jh approdiing she espyde,
r»\\ away lur burden aiiqrily

;

' not the battell to abide,

lier selfe more li^;ht, away to fly :

r the hardv knight purscwd so live,

ilnxfst ill tlic Iku ke he oft her strakc

:

Uil Klill when him at lumd she did espy,
'" ••irnd, ami M>inl>launcc of faire fight did

tak

f n he stuyd. to flight againc she did her

45
By this the good Sir Satyraue gan wake
Out of hisdreame, that did him longentraunce,

And seeing none in place, he gan to make
Exceeding mone, and curst that cruellchaunce.

Which reft from him so faire a cheuisaunce:

At length he spide, whereas that wofuU Squire,

Whom he had reskewed from captiuaunce

Of his strong foe, lay tomblcd in the myre,
Vnable to arise, or foot or hand to styre.

To whom approching, well he mote perceiue

In that foule plight a comely personage,

And louely face, made fit for to deceiue

Fraile Ladies hart with loucs consuming rage.

Now in the blossome of his freshest age :

He reard him vp, and loosd his yron bands.

And after gan inquire his parentage,

And how he feU into that Gyaunts hands,

And who that was, which chaced her along the

lands.
47

Then trembling yet through feare, the Squire

bcspake,

Tliat Geauntesse Argante is behight,

A daughter of the Titans which did make
Warrcagainst hcaucn, and heaped hilson hight.

To scale theskycs, and put loiu- from his right

:

Hcrsirc J")7'//a'//5was,^^honladthroughmerth.

And drunko with bloud of men, slaine by his

might,
_

Through incest, her of his owne mother Earth
Whilome begot, being but halfc twin of that

berth.
40

For at that berth another Babe she bore,

To wcet the mighty Ollyphaut, that wrought
Great wrcake to many errant knights of yore,

And many hath to foule confusion brought.

These twinnts, men say, (a thing far |<issing

thou;^hl)

Whiles in their mothers wombe cnclosd they

were.

Ere t hey into the lightsome world were brought

,

In llishlv hist were mingled l>oth yfere,

And in that monstrous \\ ise elid to the weirld

apixjre.

Se) liu'd they euer after in like sin.

Gainst natures law, and g(HHl iK-hauioure :

But greatest shame was to that maiden twin,

Who not content so fowly to deuoure

Iler natiue flesh, and staine her brotheisl)owre,

Ditl wallow in all other fleshly myre.
And sullre<l Uasts her UkIv to dellowrc :

S<i uhot she l>urne<l in tli.it lust full fvre.

Vet all lluit might not slake her sensuall desyrc.
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But ouer all the countrey she did raunge,

To seeke young men, to quench her flaming

thrust,

And feed her fancy with delightfuU cliaunge :

Whom so she fittest finds to serue her lust,

Tlirough her maine strength, in which she

most doth trust,

She with her brings into a secret He,

Where in eternall bondage dye he must,

Or be the vassall of her pleasures vile,

Andinallshamefull sort him selfe with her defile.

51

Me seely wretch she so at vauntage caught,

After she long in waite for me did lye,

And meant vnto her prison to haue brought.

Her lothsome pleasure there to satisfye
;

That thousand deathes me leuer were to dye,

Then breake the vow, that tp faire Coluinhell

I plighted haue, and yet keepe stedfastly :

As for my name, it mistreth not to tell

;

Call me the Squyre oJDanies, that me beseemeth

well.

But that bold knight, whom ye pursuing saw
That Geauntesse, is not such, as she seemed.

But a faire virgin, tliat in martiall law,

And deedes ofarmesaboue all Dames is deemed,
And aboue many knights is eke esteemed.

For her great worth ; She Palladine is hight

:

She you from death, you me from dread re-

deemed.
Ne any may that Monster match in fight,

But she, or such as she, that is so chaste a wight.

S3
Her well beseemes that Quest (quoth Satyrane)

But read, thou 5"^z<yr5o/Z)a«z^5,whatvowisthis,

Which thou vpon thy selfe hast lately ta'ne ?

That shall I you recount (quoth he) ywis,

So be ye pleasd to pardon all amis.

That gentle Lady, whom I loue and serue.

After long suit and weary seruicis.

Did aske me, how I could her loue dcserue.

And how she might be sure, that I would neuer

swerue.

I glad by any meancs her grace to gaine.

Bad her commaund my lite to saue, or spill.

Eftsooncs she bad me, with inccssaunt painc

To wander through the world abroad at will.

And euery where, wherewith my power or skill

I might do seruice vnto gentle Dames,
That I the same should faithfully fulfill,

And at the twelue monethes end should bring

their names [games.

And pledges ; as the spoiles of my victorious

50
So well I to faire Ladies seruice did,

And found such fauour in their louing hartes,

That ere the yeare his course had compassid,

Three hundred pledges for my good desartes.

And thrise three hundred thanks for my good
partes

I with me brought, and did to her present

:

Which when she saw, more bent to eke my
smartes.

Then to reward my trusty true intent.

She gan for me deuise a grieuous punishment.

56
To weet, that I my trauell should resume,

And with like labour walke the world around,

Ne euer to her presence should presume.

Till I so many other Dames had found,

The which, for all the suit I could propound,

Would me refuse their pledges to afford,

But did abide for euer chast and sound.

Ah gentle Squire (quoth he) tell at one word,

How many foundst thou such to put in thy

record ?

57
In deed Sir knight (said he) one word may tell

All, that I euer found so wisely stayd ;

For onely three they were disposd so well,

And yet three yeares I now abroad haue strayd,

To find them out. Mote I (then laughing sayd

The knight) inquire of thee, what were those

three.

The which thy proffred curtesie denayd ?

Or ill they seemed sure auizd to bee.

Or brutishly brought \-p, that neu'r did fashions

see.

58
The first which then refused me (said hee)

Certcs was but a common Courtisane,

Yet flat refusd to haue a do with mee.

Because I could not giue her many a lane.

(Thereat full hartely laughed Satyrane)

The second was an holy Nunne to chose.

Which would not let me be her Chappellane,

Because she knew, she said, I would disclose

Hercounsell, if she should her trust inme repose.

59
The third a Dam.zell was of low degree,

Whom I in countrey cottage found by chaunce

;

Full little weened I, that chastitcc

Had lodging in so meane a maintenaunce,

Yet was she faire, and in her countenance

Dwelt simple truth in seemcly fashion.

Long thus I woo'd her with dew obscruance.

In hope vnto my pleasure to haue won
;

But was as farre at last, as when I first bcgon,
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:e her, I neuer any woman found,

[lat chastity did for it selfe embrace,

ut were for other causes firme and sound
;

ither for want of handsome time and place,

r else for feare of shame and fow le disgrace,

bus am I hopelesse euer to attaine

y Ladies loue, in such a desf)erate case,

ut all my dayes oxn like to wast in vaine,

:king to match the chaste with th'vnchaste

Ladies traine.

61

•dy, (said Salyrane) thou Squire of Dames,
reat labour fondly hast thou hent in hand,

) get small thankes, and therewith many
blames,

lat may emongst Alcidcs labours stand,

lence backe returning to the former land,

Tiere late he left the Beast, he ouercamc,

e found him not ; for he had broke his band,

id was return'd againe vnto his Dame,
tell wiiat tydings of faire Florimdl became.

Cant. VIIL

T)u Witch creates a snouy Lady,

like to Florinwll,

Who urongd by Carle by Proteus satCd,

is sought by Paridell.

•C-'COC-'X'^COCOCOC'XOC'JCOC'JCOCO

X

r>ft as I this history record,

I' liart dolli melt with meerc compassion,
) tliinke, how causelesse of her ownc accord

ntlf Damzcll, whoin I write vi>()n,

jiionged be in such afllirtion,

ithout all Iioik; of comfort or relitfe,

uit sure I wcenc, the linrdest hart of stone,
ouM hardly frnd to aggrauatc her griefc ;

misery craucs rather menie, then npriefc.

: tJiat arnirscfl Hag, her hostcssc late,

•rickli-d Ik r malitioiis hart,

\ril th'abridgitijciit of Ikt fate,

l«»ii^; «iilar^;enu-iit of her paiiK full sinart.
w when the Ik-ast. whith by her wirke<l art

th ^hcst•nt,shc iKirkc returning sjiyde,

. viih her broken girdle, it a part
hcrrirhs|>ovlw, whom hr had earst (lest rovil.

Tifl. and wotidrmis gladne^sc to her hart

And with it running hast'ly to her sonne,
Thought ^^^th that sight him much to haue

reliued
;

Who thereby deeming sure the thing as donne,
His former griefe with furie fresh reuiued,
Much more then earst, and would haue algates

riued

The hart out of his brest : for sith her ded
He surely dempt,himselfe he thought depriucd
Quite of all hope, wherev ith he long had fed
His foolish maladie, and long time liad misled.

With thought whereof, exceeding mad he grew.
And in his rage his mother would haue slaine,

Had she not fled into a secret mew,
Where she was wont her Sprights to entcrtaine
The maisters of her art : there was she faine

To call them all in order to her avde.
And them coniure vpon eternall paine.

To counsell her so carefully disma\d,
How she might heale her sonne, whose senses

were decayd.

5
By their aduise, and her o\\T\t wicked wit,

She there deuiz'd a wondrous worke to frame.
Whose like on earth was neuer framed yit,

That cuen Nature selfe cnuide the same,
.•\nd grudg'dto see the counterfet shouldshame
The thing it selfe. In hand she boldly tooke
To make another like the former Dame,
Another FlorimcU, in shape and looke

So liuely and so hke, that many it mislooko.

The substance, whereof she the bodic made.
Was j)urest snow in massie mould cor.giald,

\Miich she had gathered in a shadic glade
Of the Rifyha'an hils, to her reucald

By errant Sprights, but from all menconceald;
The same she temprtd with fine Mcrcur\',

And virgin wex. that neuer yet was seald,

And mingUd them with perfect vermilv,

Tliat like a liuely s;inguine it setm'd to the ive.

In stead of cyts two burnirg lampcs she set

In siluer stM-kets. shyning like tlie skycs,

.\nd a quirke moiling Spirit did arret

To stirre and roll tluni. like a womans eyes ;

In sti-ad of yellow lockes she did deuisc.

With goldejj wyre to weatie her i \irled luad
;

\*et golden wyre was not so yellow thri'^e

As I'lonntflh faire liaire : and in the '-t«..il

Oflifc,slu'puta.'^lirighttorulethcnirka.ssetiia<l.
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A wicked Spright yfraught with fawning guile,

And faire resemblance aboue all the rest,

Which with the Prince of Darknesse fell some-

while,

From heauens blisse and euerlasting rest

;

Him needed not instruct, which way were best

Himselfe to fashion likest Florimell,

Ne how to speake, ne how to vse his gest.

For he in counterfeisance did excell,

And all the wyles of wemenswits knew passing

well.

9
Him shaped thus, she deckt in garments gay,

Which Florimell had left beliind her late.

That who so then her saw, would surely say.

It was her selfe, whom it did imitate,

Or fairer then her selfe, if ought algate

Might fairer be. And then she forth her

brought

Vnto her sonne, that lay in feeble state
;

Who seeing her gan streight vpstart, and
thought

She was the Lady selfe, whom he so long had
sought.

lO

Tho fast her clipping twixt his armes twaine,

Extremely ioyed in so happie sight.

And soone forgot his former sickly paine ;

But she, the more to seeme such as she hight.

Coyly rebutted his embracement light

;

Yet still with gentle countenaunce retained,

Enough to hold a foole in vaine delight

:

Him long she so with shadowes entertained,

As her Creatresse liad in charge to her ordained.

II

Till on a day, as he disposed was
To walke the woods with that his Idole faire,

Her to disport, and idle time to pas.

In th'open freshnesse of the gentle aire,

A knight that way there chaunced to repaire
;

Yet knight he was not, but a boastfuU swaine.

That deedes of armes had euer in despaire.

Proud Braggadocchio, that in vaunting vaine
His glory did repjse, and credit did maintaine.

12

He seeing with that Chorle so faire a wight,
Decked with many a costly ornament,
Much mcruciled thereat, as well he might.
And thought thatmatcha fowle disparagement

:

His bloudie spcare eftsoones he boldly bent
Against the silly clowne,whodead through fearc,

Fell streight to ground in great astonishment;
Villein (said he) this Ladie is my deare,
Dy, if thou it gainesay : I will away her beare.

^3

The fearefull Chorle durst not gainesay, nor dooe,

But trembling stood, and yielded him the pray

;

Who finding litle leasure her to wooe.

On Tromparls steed her mounted without stay,

And without reskew led her quite away.
Proudman himselfe then Braggadocch io deemed,
And next to none, after that happie day.

Being possessed of that spoyle, which seemed
The fairest wight on ground, and most of men

esteemed.

But when he saw himselfe free from poursute.

He gan make gentle purpose to his Dame,
With termes of loue and lewdnesse dissolute

;

For he could well his glozing speachcs frame

To such vaine vses, that him best became :

But she thereto would lend but light regard.

As seeming sory, that she euer came
Into his powre, that vsed her so hard.

To reaue her honor, which she more then life

prefard.

Thus as they two of kindnesse treated long,

There them by chaunce encountred on the way
An armed knight, vpon a courser strong,

Whose trampling feet vpon the hollow lay

Seemed to thunder, and did nigh affray

That Capons courage : yet he looked grim.

And fain'd to chcare his Ladie in dismay
;

Who seem'd for feare to quake in euery lim,

And her to saue from outrage, meekely prayed
him. ^

16

Fiercely that stranger forward came, and nigh

Approching,wilh bold words and bitter threat,

Bad that same boaster, as he mote, on high

To leaue to iiim that Lady for excheat,

Or bide him battell without further treat.

That challenge did too peremptory seeme.

And fild his senses with abasliment great

;

Yet seeing nigh him icopardy extreme.

He it dissembled well, and light seem'd to

esteeme.

Saying, Thou foolish knight, that weenst with

words
To steale away, that I withblowes hauewonne,
And brought throgh points of many perilous

swords :

But if thee list to see thy Courser ronne.

Or proue thy selfe, this sad encounter shonne.

And sceke else without hazard of thy hed.

At those proud words that other knight be-

gonne

To wexe exceeding wroth, and him ared

To turne his steede about, or sure he should be

ded.

I
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18

)ith then (,said Braggadocchio) needes thou wilt

Thy dayes abridge, through proofe of puissance,

Turne we our steedes, that both in equall tilt

May meet againe, and each take happie chance.

This said, they both a furlongs mountenance
Ketyrd their steeds, to ronne in euen race :

But Braggadocchio with his bloudie lance

Once liauing turnd, no more returnd his face,

5ut left his loue to losse,and fled himselfe apace.

rhj knight him seeing fly, had no regard

Him to poursew, but to the Ladie rode,

And hauing her from Trompart lightly rcard,

VlX)n his Courser set the louely lode,

And with her fled away without abode.

Well weened he, that fairest Florimdl

It was, with whom in company he yode,

And so her selfe did alwaies to him tell

;

\o made him thinke him selfe in heauen, that

was in hell.

20

3ut Florinull her selfe was farre away,
Driuen to great distrcssc by Fortune straunge,

And taught the carefuU Mariner to play,

Sith late miscliaunce liad her compeld to

chaunge

The land for sea, at randon there to raunge :

Yet there tliat cruell Queene auengeresse,

Not satisfidc so farre her to estraunge

From courtly blisse and wonted happinesse.

Did heapc on her new wanes of weary wrctchcd-

ncsse.

21

For being fled into the fishers bote.

For refuge from the Monsters crueltic,

Long so bile on the mightic mainc did flote,

And with the tide droue f(jrward cardcslic
;

ioT th'aire wasniilde, and cleared was theskie.

And all his windes Dan Aiolus did kceiH.',

From stirring vj) their stormy cnmilie,

As pitlyin}; to sec her waile and wee|)e
;

But all the while the fisher did securely slecpc.

22

\t last whcndronrkc withdrowsincsse,he woke,
Aiid s;iw his (Irouer drine along the slrcanu",

I lcwas(iisinay«l, and thrisc his breast host roke,

For nwruill of tluit an ident extnamc
;

Hilt when he s;iw tint bla/in^' Ixnuities iK-amc,

NMiirh with rare lij^'ht his botr did iH-anlilie,

lie tnarucild more, and tlu»n[.;ht he yet diil

drcainc

'.veil awakt, or tluit sonu* cxtasic

led luul his sense, or dazed was his eie.

But when her well auizing, he perceiued

To be no vision, nor fantasticke siglit.

Great comfort of her presence he conceiued,

And felt in his old courage new delight

To gin awake, and stirre his frozen spright

:

Tho rudely askt her, how she thither came.

Ah (said she) father, I note read aright.

What hard misfortune brought me to the same;
Yet am I glad that here I now in safety am.

24

But thou good man, sith farre in sea we bee.

And the great waters gin apace to swell,

That now no more we can the maine-land see,

Ilaue care, I pray, to guide the cock-bote well,

Least worse on sea then vs on land befell.

Thereat th'old man did nought but fondly grin,

And said, his boat the way could wisely tell

:

But his deceiptfull eyes did neuer lin.

To looke on her faire face, and marke her snowy
skin.

25
The sight whereof in his congealed flesh,

Infixt such secret sting of greedy lust.

That the drie withered stocke it gan refresh.

And kindled heat, that soonc in fliune forth

brust

:

The driest wood is soonest burnt to dust.

Rudely to her he lept, and his rou<:^h hand
Wherein became him, rashly would liaue thrust

,

But she with angry scorne him did withstond.

And shamefully reproued for his rudencsse fond.

26

But he, that ncucr good nor niancrs knew,
Her sharjx; rebuke full litlc did estcenie

;

Hard is to teach an old horse amble trew.

The inward smoke, that did Ik fore but stccme,

Broke into open fire and ra^e extnmc.
And now he strength gan addc vtito his will,

Forcing to doc, that did him fowlc missecme :

Ikastly he thnw her downe, ne car'd to spill

Her ^arnKiits }^av with scales of fish, that all did

fill.

The silly vir^'in strouc him to withstand.

All that she might, and him in vaine reuild :

Shcstrupgledstronj^lybothwithf(H)t and hand.

To R;iue her honor from tliat villainc vild,

And cride to lu atien. from humane heljx' exiM.

Ovel)rauekni^,'hts, that IxKist this hulies loue,

Where Ih' ye now. whrn she is ni^jh <lehld

Of filthv wretch ? w»l| mav slur von reprotic

Of falshcKKl or of slo\ith, whin mo^t it may
beluHie.
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25

But if that thou, Sir Salyran, didst weete,

Or thou, Sir Peridiire, her sorie state.

How soone would yee assemble many a fleete.

To fetch from sea, tliat ye at land lost late
;

Towres, Cities, Kangdomes ye would ruinate,

In your auengement and dispiteous rage,

Ne ought your burning fury mote abate ;

But if Sir Calidore could it presage,

No liuing creature could his cruelty asswage.

But sith that none of all her knights is nye.

See how the heauens of voluntary grace.

And soueraine fauour towards chastity.

Doe succour send to her distressed cace :

So much high God doth innocence embrace.

It fortuned, wliilest thus she stifly stroue,

And the wide sea importuned long space

\Vithshrillingshriekes,P/'C»/^n^abroad did roue,

Along the fomy waues driuing his finny droue.

30
Proteus is Shepheard of the seas of yore,

Andhath the chargeofA^^p/uw^^mightie heard;

An aged sire with head all frory hore.

And sprinckled frost vpon his deawy beard :

Who when those pittifuU outcries he heard.

Through all the seas so ruefully resound,

His charet swift in haste he thither steard.

Which with a teeme of scaly Phocas bound
Was drawne vpon the waues, that fomed him

around.

31.
And comming to that Fishers wandring bote.

That went at will, withouten carde or sayle,

He therein saw that yrkesome sight, which
smote

Deepe indignation and compassion frayle

Into his hart attonce : streight did he hayle

The greedy villein from his hoped pray.

Of which he now did very litle fa\le.

And with his stafle, that driues his Hoard astray.

Him bet so sore, that life and sense did much
dismay.

The whiles the pittcous Ladie vp did ryse.

Ruffled and fowly raid with filthy soyle,

Andblubbred face with tcarcs of her faire eyes:

Her heart nigh broken was with weary toyle.

To saue her selfe from that outrageous spoyle,

But when she looked vp, to weet, what wight
Had her from so infamous fact assoyld.

For shame, but more for feare of his grim sight,

Downe in her lap she hid her face, and loudly

shri^ht.

33
Her selfe not saued yet from daunger dred
She thought, but chaung'd from one to other

feare
;

Like as a fearefull Partridge, that is (led

From the sharpe Hauke, which her attached
neare,

And fals to ground, to seeke for succour theare,

Whereas the hungry Spaniels she does spy.

With greedy iawes her readie for to teare
;

In such distresse and sad perplexity

Was Florimell, when Proles she did see thereby.

34
But he endeuoured with speeches milde
Her to recomfort, and accourage bold.

Bidding her feare no more her foeman vilde,

Nor doubt himselfe ; and who he was, her told.

Yet all that could not from affright her hold,

Ne to recomfort her at all preuayld
;

For her faint heart was with the frozen cold

Benumbd so inly, that her wits nigh fayld,

And all her senses with abashment quite were
quayld.

^j
Her Mp betwixt his rugged hands he reard.

And with his frory lips full softly kist,

Whiles the cold ysickles from his rough beard.

Dropped adowne vpon her yuorie brest

:

Yet he himselfe so busily addrest.

That her out of astonisliment he wrought,
And out of tliat same fishers filthy nest

Remouing her, into his charet brought,

And there with many gentle termes her faire

beso.ght. ^
36

But that old leachour, which with bold assault

That bcautie durst presume to violate.

He cast to punish for his hainous fault

;

Then tooke he him yet trembling sith of late,

And tyde behind his charet, to aggrate

The virgin, whom he had abusde so sore :

So drag'd him through the waues in scornefuU

state.

And after cast him \'p, \'pon the shore
;

But Florimell with him \Tito his bowre he bore.

. .
37

His bowTe is in the bottome of the maine,

Vnder a mightie rocke, gainst which do raue

The roaring billowes in their proud disdaine.

That with the angry working of the waue,

Therein is eaten out an hollow caue, [keene

Tliat seemes rough Masons hand with engines

Had long while laboured it to cngraue :

There was his wonne,ne liuing wight was scene,

Saue one old Nymph, hight Panope to keepe it

cleane.
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lither he brought the sory Florimell,

Ind entertained her the best he might

Lnd Panope her entertaind eke well,

Ls an immortall mote a mortall wight,

'o \\'inne her Uking viito his delight

:

Vith flattering words he sweetly wooed her,

ind offered faire gifts t'allure her sight,

Jut she both offers and the offerer

sspysde, and all the faNNTiing of the flatterer.

39
lily he tempted her with this or that,

Ind neuer suffred her to be at rest

:

Jut euermore she him refused flat,

Ind all his fained kindnesse did detest,

k) firmely she had sealed \p her brcst.

iometimes he boasted, that a God he hight

:

Jut she a mortall creature loued best

:

'hen he would make himselfe a mortall wight;

jt then she said she lou'd none, but a Faerie

knight.

40
len like a Faerie knight himselfe he drest

;

"or eucry sha[)e on him he could endcw :

'hen like a king he was to her exprest,

Ind offrcd kingdomes \iito her in vew,

'o be his Leman and his Ladie trew :

Jut when all this he nothing saw preuaile,

Vith harder meanes he cast her to sulxlew,

Lnd with sharpe threates her often did assailc,

» thinking for to make her stubborne courage

quaile.

41

) drcadfuU shapes he did himselfe transformc,

sow like a Gyant, now like to a fecnd,

'hen like a Centaurc, then like to a storme,

^ging within the wanes : thereby he weend
ler will to \\u\ vnto his wished end.

Jut when with fcare, nor fauour, nor with all

Ic iKe could (I«x.', he saw himselfe estctind,

)(nvnc in a Dongcon deeix.' he let her fall,

id thrc-atncd there to make her his eternal!

thrall.

42
:crnall thraldome w;ls to her more liefe,

'hen lr/>se of diastitie, or chauiif^e of loue :

>ie had slic rather in lornunting griefe,

lu-n any should of falsenesse her rt |)roue,

)r l'M»sentsse, that she li^^htlv did riinoue.
il(*sl verlin»Ms virgin, ^^lory Ik- thy meed,
^n(I( Tfrtviit'of lieauiriIypraiscwith.Saintsal)OUe,

Vlure most swctl hymmcs of this thv famous
dec<!

re still cnmngst thim song, tliat far my rymes
cxcet'l.

-^3

Fit song of Angels caroled to bee ;

But yet what so my feeble Muse can frame.

Shall be t'aduance thy goodly cliastitee.

And to enroll thy memorable name.
In th' heart of euery honourable Dame,
That they thy vertuous deedes may imitate.

And be partakers of thy endlesse fame.

It yrkes me, leaue thee in this wofuU state.

To tell of Satyrane, where 1 him left of late.

44
Who hauing ended with that Squire of Daims
A long discourse of his aduentures vaine.

The which himselfe, then Ladies more defames,

And finding not th' Hyena to be slaine.

With that same Squire, returned backe againe

To his first way. And as they forward went,

They spyde a knight faire pricking on the plaine.
As if he were on some aducnture bent.

And in his port appeared manly hardiment.

45
Sir Satyrane him towards did addresse.

To weet, what wight he was, and wliat his

quest

:

And comming nigh, eftscones he gan to gesse

Both by the burning hart, \\hich on his brest

He Ixire, and by the colours in his crest.

That Paridell it was. Tho to him yode.

And him saluting, as beseemed be-st,

Gan first inquire of tydings farre abrode ;

And afterwardcs, on \\hat aduenture now he

rode.

46
W ho thereto answering, said ; Tlie tydings bad,

Which now in Faerie court all men do tell,

Which turned hath great mirth, to mourning
sad,

Is the late ruinc of proud Marinell,

Anfl suddein parture of faire Floriwtll,

To find him forth : and after her are gone
All thebraue knights, thatdoen inarn;cscxcell,

To sauegard her, ywandred all alone ;

Kmongst the rt^t my lot (vnworthy)is to be one.

47
Ah i^'i ritle kni^^ht (said then Sir Sutyranc)

Tliy labour all is l(»st. 1 j^reatiy dread.

That hast a tluuiklesse" seruiee on thee la'nc.

And ollrest s;icrilicc vtito the dead :

For di>ad, I surely doubt, thou nuiisl arcad

Henceforth for euer I'livivirU to Ik*,

That all the noble knights of MayJenhfad,
\\ hicli her adorM, mav sore rejHnt with me-.

.\nd all faire Indies may for eucr sory Ix-.
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48
Wliich words when Paridell had heard, his licw

Gan greatly chaunge, and seem'd dismayd to

bee

;

Then said, Faire Sir, how may I weene it trew,

Tliat ye doe tell in such vncertaintee ?

Or speake ye of report, or did ye see [sore ?

lust cause of dread, that makes ye doubt so

For perdie else how mote it euer bee,

That euer hand should dare for to engorc

Her noble bloud ? the heauens such crueltie

abhore.
49

These eyes did see, that they will euer rew
T'haue scene, (quoth he) when as a monstrous

beast

The Palfrey, whereon she did trauell, slew,

And of his bowels made his bloudie feast

:

Which speaking token sheweth at the least

Her certaine losse, if not her sure decay

:

Besides, that more suspition encreast,

I found her golden girdle cast astray,

Distaynd with durt and bloud, as relique of the

pray.
^ ^^

Aye me, (said Paridell) the signes be sad,

And but God turne the same to good soothsay,

That Ladies safetie is sore to be drad :

Yet will I not forsake my forward way.

Till triall doe more certaine truth bewray.

Faire Sir (quoth he) well may it you succeed,

Ne long shall Salyrane behind you stay,

But to the rest, which in this Quest proceed

My labour adde, and be partake of their speed.

Ye noble knights (said then \.\ic Squire ofDames)
Well may ye speed in so praiseworthy paine :

But sith the Sunne now ginnes to slake his

beames.
In deawy vapours of the westerne maine.

And lose the teme out of his weary waine,

Mote not mislike you also to abate

Your zealous hast, till morrow next againe

Bothlightofheauen,andstrengthofmcnrelate:

Which if ye please, to yonder castle turnc your
gate.

52
That counsell pleased well ; so all yfere

Forth marched to a Castle them before,

Where soone arriuing, they restrained were
Of readie entrance, which ought eucrmore
To errant knights be commun : wondrous sore

Thereat displcasd they were, till that young
Squire

Gan them informe the cause,why that samedore
Was shut to all, which lodging did desire :

Thewhichtolet you weet, will furlhcrtimerequire.

Cailf. IX

Malbecco will no slraunge knights host.

For peeuish gealosie

:

Paridell giusts with Britoniari

:

Both shew their aunceslrie.

I

Redoubted knights, and honorable Dames,
To whom I leuell all my labours end.

Right sore I feare, least with vnworthy blames

This odious argument my rimes should shend,

Or ought your goodly patience offend,

Whiles of a wanton Lady I do write,

Which with her loose incontinence doth blend

The shyning glory of your soueraigne light.

And knighthood fowle defaced by a faithlesse

knight.

2

But neuer let th'ensample of the bad
Offend the good : for good by paragcne

Of euill, may more notably be rad,

Aswhiteseemesfairer,machtwithbIackeattone;

Ne all are shamed by the fault of one :

For lo in heauen, whereas all goodnesse is,

Emongst the Angels, a whole legione

Of wicked Sprights did fall from happy blis ;

Wliat wonder then, if one of women all did mis?

Then listen Lordings, if ye list to weet
The cause, why Satyrane and Paridell

Mote not be entertaynd, as seemed meet,

Into that Castle (as that Squire docs tell.)

Therein a cancred crabbed Carle does dwell,

That has no skill of Court nor courtesie,

Ne cares, what men say of him ill or well

;

For all his daves he drownes in priuitie.

Yet has full large to liue, and spend at libertie.

But all his mind is set on mucky pelfe.

To hoord vp heapes of euill gotten masse,

For A\ hich he others wrongs, and wrcckes him

selfe
;

Yet is he lincked to a lonely lasse,

Whose beauty doth her bounty far surpasse.

The which to him both far vnequall yeares,

And also far vnlike conditions has ;

For she does ioy to play emongst her peares, 1
And to be free from hard restraint and gealous

feares.

I
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ut he is old, and withered Uke liay,

k'^nht faire Ladies seruice to supply ;

rhe priuie guilt whereof makes him ahvay

5US{ject her truth, and keepe continuall spy

k'pon her with his other blincked eye ;

S'e suffrcth he resort of liuing wight

Vpproch to her, ne keepe her company,
But in close bowre her me\\es from all mens
sight,

epriu'd of kindly ioy and natural! delight.

lalbecco he, and Hellenore she hight,

ir'nfuly yokt together in one teeme,

rhat is the cause, why neuer any knight

's suflred here to enter, but he seeme
>uch, as no doubt of him he neede misdeeme.
rhereat Sir Satyrane gan smile, and say

;

5!.\trcmely mad the man I surely deeme,
rhat wcenes with watch and liard restraint to

stay

womans will, which is disposd to go astray.

I vainc he fearcs that, which he cannot shonne

:

For v.ho wotcs not, that womans subtiltyes

^n guilen Argus, when she list misdonne ?

It is not yron bandes, nor hundred eyes,

S'or brascn walls, nor many wakcfull spycs,

rhat ran withhold her willuU wandring feet

;

But fiist good will with gentle curtcsyes,

Vnd timely seruice to her pleasures meet
ay her |)crluij)s conlaine, tliat else would
algatcs fleet.

8
> he not more nuid (said Pariddl)

luilh hitnsclfe vnto su< h scruirc sold,

Iti tiolcfull thralcloMJc all \\,\ dayes to dwell ?

[•'or siire a f<i<jle I clo him tirmcly hold,

riuil loiies his fetters, though they wcrcof gold.

Hut why do wc deuisc of others ill,

^Vliiles thus wc suffer this same dotard old,

To kcc|»f vs out, in sct)rnc of his owne will,

nd rather do not ransiick all,and himselfe kill?

t vs (ir:-.t (s;iid Satyrane) entri*at

:iian by gentle mranes, to let vs in,

Ami .iftirvvardi-s afiray with rruell threat,

Krc th.a wc to choree it «lo Ix-gin :

Tin n if all fayle, wc will by fone it win,
\, ,! r\u: reward the wretch for his nu-spriso,

ly be w(»rfhv of his haynous sin.

I 11. ii rotu. " ' d : then I'arvlill iVu\ riM-,

^iid to th' ic appriKhl in ijuict wise.

Whereat soft knocking, entrance he desyrd.

The good man selfe, which then the Porter

playd,

Ilim answered, that all were now retjid

Vnto their rest, and all the keyes conuayd
Vnto their maister, who in bed was layd.

That none him durst awake out of his dreme;

And therefore them of patience gently prayd.

Then Paridell began to cliaunge his theme,

And threatned him with force and punishment

extreme.

II

But all in vaine ; for nought mote him relent,

And now so long before the wicket fast

They wayted, tliat the night was forward spent,

And the faire welkin fowly ouercast,

Gan blowen vp a bitter stormy blast.

With shoure and hayle so horrible and dred.

That this faire many were compeld at last,

To fly for succour to a little shed,

The which beside the gate for swine was ordered.

12

It fortuned, soone after they were gone,

Another knight, whom temjx^t thitherbrought,

Came to that Gistle, and with earnest mone.
Like as the rest, late entrance deare besought

;

But like so as the rest he [)rayd for nought.

For flatly he of entrance w;is refusd,

Sorel}' thereat he was displeiisd, and thought

How to auenge himselfe so sore abusd,

And euermore the Carle of curtesie accusd.

But to auoydc th'intolTerable sIonntc,

lie was comi)cld to sceke some refuge neare,

And to that ^hed, to shrowd him from the

showre,

I^ccame,^\hichfullofguests he found whyleare,

So as he was not let to enter there :

Whereat he gan to wex exceeding wroth,

And swore, that he would lodge withthemyfero,

Or them dislodge, all were they liefe or loth ;

And so defule them each, and so deflde them
l>oth.

14

\Va\\ were full loth to leaue that nee<lfull tent,

And lM)th full loth in <l.irkent.-s.se to deUile ;

Vet l)oth full liifc hiiu Nnlging to luiue lent,

And \aA\\ full liele his l)o;u»ling to alxite
;

Hut chieflv Paridell his luirl did grate,

To hearc iiitn threaten so despiglit fully,

As if he <Iid a dogge to kenell rate,

That tlurst not kirke ; antl rather had he dy,

Then when he wub dciide, in coward corner ly.
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Tho hastily remounting to his steed,

He forth issew'd ; Hke as a boistrous wind,

Which in th'carthes hollow caues hath long bin

hid,

And shut vp fast within her prisons blind.

Makes the huge element against her kind

To moue, and tremble as it were agast,

Vntill that it an issew forth may find
;

Then forth it breakes, and with his furious blast

Confounds both land and seas, and skyes doth

ouercast.

16

Their steel-hed speares they strongly coucht,

and met
Together with impetuous rage and forse.

That vNith the terrour of their fierce affret,

They rudelydroue togroundbothmanand horse,

That each awhile lay like a sencelesse corse.

But Paridell sore brused with the blow.

Could not arise, the counterchaunge to scorse.

Till that young Squire him reared from below ;

Then drew he his bright sword, and gan about

him throw.

17
.

But Salymne forth stepping, did them stay

And with faire treatie pacifide their ire.

Then when they were accorded from the fray,

Against that Castles Lord they gan conspire,

To heape on him dew vengeaunce for his hire.

They bene agreed, and to the gates they goe

To burne the same with vnquenchable fire.

And that %Ticurteous Carle their commune foe

To do fowle death to dye, or wrap in grieuous

woe.

18

Malbecco seeing them resolu'd in deed

To flame the gates, and hearing them to call

For fire in earnest, ran with fearefull speed,

And to them calUng from the castle wall,

Besought them humbly, him to beare with all.

As ignoraunt of seruants bad abuse.

And slacke attendaunce \Tito straungers call.

The knights were willing all things to excuse.

Though nought beleu'd, and entraunce late did

not refuse.

They bene ybrought into a comely bowre,

And seru'd of all things that mote needfuU bee

;

Yet secretly their hoste did on them lowre,

And welcomde more for feare, then charitee
;

But they dissembled, what they did not see,

And welcomed themselues. Each gan vndight

Their garments wet, and weary armour free,

To dry them selues by Vulcanes flaming light,

Andeke theirlatelybruzedparts tobringin plight.

And eke that straunger knight emongst the rest f
Was for Uke need enforst to disaray :

Tho whenas vailed was her loftie crest,

Her golden locks, that were in tramels gay
Vpbounden, did them selues adowne display,

Andraught \Titoher heeles ;like sunny beames,

That in a cloud their light did long time stay.

Their vapour vaded, shew theirgolden gleames.

And through the persant aire shoote forth their

azure streames.

21

She also dofte her heauy haberieon,

Which the faire feature of her limbs did hyde.

And her well plighted frock, which she did won
To tucke about her short, when she did ryde.

She low let fall, that flowd from her lanck syde

Downe to her foot, with carelesse modestee.

Then of them all she plainly was espyde.

To be a woman ^v^ght, vnwist to bee.

The fairest woman wight, that euer eye did see.

22

Like as Minerua, being late retumd
From slaughter of the Giaunts conquered

;

WTiere proud Encelade, whose wide nosethrils

burnd
With breathed flames, like to a furnace red.

Transfixed with the speare,downe tombled ded

From top of Heinus, by him heaped hye
;

Hath loosd her helmet from her lofty hed.

And her Gorgonian shield gins to vntye

From her left arme,to rest in glorious victorye.

23
Which whenas they beheld, they smitten were

With great amazement of so wondrous sight.

And each on other, and they all on her

Stood gazing, as if suddein great affright

Had them surprised. At last auizing right.

Her goodly personage and glorious hew.

Which they somuch mistooke, theytooke delight

In their first errour, and yet still anew
Witli wonder of her beauty fed their hungry vew.

24
Yet note their hungry vew be satisfide,

But seeing still the more desir'd to see.

And euer firmely fixed did abide

In contemplation of diuinitie :

But most they meruaild at her cheualree.

And noble prowesse, which they had approued,

Tliat much they faynd to know, who she mote

bee
;

Yet none of all them her thereof amoued,

Yet euery one her likte,and euery one her loued.

I
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^d Paridell though partly discontent

With his late fall, and fowle indignity,

Yet was soone wonne his malice to relent,

Through gracious regard of her faire eye,

And knightly worth, which he too late did try.

Yet tried did adore. Supper was dight

;

Then they Malbecco prayd of curtesy.

That of his Lady they might haue the sight,

Ind company at meat, to do them more delight.

26

5ut he to shift their curious request,

Gan causen, why she could not come in place

;

Her erased health, her late recourse to rest.

And humid euening ill for sicke folkes cace :

But none of those excuses could take place
;

Ne would they eate, till she in presence came.

She came in presence with right comely grace,

.\nd fairely them saluted, as became,

Ind shewd her selfe in all a gentle curteous

Dame.

'hey sate to meat, and Salyrane his chaunce

Was her before, and Paridell besyde
;

But he him selfe sate looking still askaunce.

Gainst Briloviarl, and euer closely eydc

Sir Salyrane, that glaunccs might not glyde :

But his blind eye, that sydcd Paridell,

All his demeasnure from his sight did hyde :

On her faire face so did he feede his fill,

md sent close messages of loue to her at will.

28

Lnd euer and anone, when none was ware,

With s|x?aking lookes, that close embassage
bore,

He rou'd at her, and told his secret care :

For all that art he learned had of yore.

Nc was she igiioraunt of lluit lewd lore,

But in his eye his meaning wisely red,

And with the like him answerd euermorc :

She sent at him one firie dart, whose hod
^loisijcd was with priuy lust,and gealousdred.

Ic from tliat deadly throw made no defence.
But to the wound his weake hart ()|K'iR'd wvde;
The wirkfd engine through fake inlhuna',
I'.ist through his tyi*s, and strretly did glyde
Iiitci liis luirt, which it did sorely gry<l('.

But nothing new to him was that s;une |iaiiu',

Ne pair»c at all ; for he so oft luid Iryde
Tlu' jHrnrc thereof, and lou'd so oft in vaine,

lut tiling of course he counted, louc lo entcr-

tuinc.

30
Thenceforth to her he sought to intimate

His inward griefe, by meanes to him well

knowne,
Now Bacchus fruit out of the siluer plate

He on the table dasht, as ouerthrowne,
Or of the fruitfull liquor ouerflowne.

And by the dauncing bubbles did diuine.

Or therein write to let his loue be showne
;

Which well she red out of the learned line,

A sacrament prophane in mistery of wine.

31
And when so of his hand the pledge she raught.

The guilty cup she fained to mistake.

And in her lap did shed her idle draught.
Shewing desire her inward flame to slake :

By such close signes they secret way did make
Vnto their wils, and one eyes watch escape

;

Two eyes him needeth, for to watch and wake,
WTio louers will deceiue. Thus was the ape.

By their faire hixnd\ing,put.into Malbcccocsc2ipc.

32
Now when ofmeats and drinks they liad their fill,

Pur{X)se was moued by tliat gentle Dame,
Vnto those knights aduenturous, to tell

Of deeds of amies, which vnto them became,
And euery one his kindred, and his name.
Then Paridell, in whom a kindly pryde
Of gracious speach,and skill his words to frame
Abounded, being glad of so fit tyde
Him to commend to her, thus spake, of all well

eyde.^
33

Troy, that art now nought, but an idle name.
And in thine ashes buried low dost lie,

Though whilome far much greater then thy
fame,

I'efore that angry Gods, ami cruell skye
Vpon thee heapt a direfull de^tinie,

Wliat boots it boast thy glorious cUscent,

Ai;d fetdi from heauen thy great Cicncalogic,

Sith all thy wortiiy prayses Ix-ing blent,

Their of-spring luith embaste, and later glory

shcnt.
34

Most famous Worthv of the world. i)V wliome
That warre^^ as kindled,whithdid 7>(n'inlliune,

And stately t(jwres of Jtion whilome
]?rought vnto balefull mine. \>as bv name
Sir Paris far renowmd through noble lame.

Who through great prow esse anel be)ld luireii-

ne-sse.

From luicrdtntioti feteht the fairest Dame,
Tluit euer Croce did IkkisI, or knight iK)sses«'e,

Whom Venus to him gauc for nuetl of worthi-

nesse.
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35

Faire Helene, flowre oi beautie excellent,

And girlond of the mighty Conquerours,

That^niadest many Ladies deare lament

The heauie losse of their braue Paramours,

Which they far off beheld from jyoian toures,

And saw the fieldes of faire Scamander strowne

With carcases of noble warrioures.

Whose fruitlesse lines were vnder furrow

sowne,

kwd.Xanlhus sandy bankes with bloud all ouer-

fiowne.

From him my linage I deriue aright,

Who long before the ten yeares siege of Troy,

Whiles yet on Ida he a shepheard hight.

On faire Oenone got a lonely boy.

Whom for remembraunce of her passed ioy.

She of his Father Partus did name
;

Who, after Greekes ^\dPriams realme destroy,

Gathred the Troian reliques sau'd from flame,

And with them sayling thence, to th'Isle of

Paros came.

37
That was by him cald Paros, which before

Hight Nausa, there he many yeares did raine,

And built Nauside by the Pontick shore.

The which he dying left next in remaine

To Paridas his Sonne.

From whom I Paridell by kin descend
;

But for faire Ladies loue, and glories gaine,

My natiue soile haue left, my daycs to spend

In sewing deeds of armes, my Hues and labours

end.

38
Wlienas the noble Britomart heard tell

Of Troian warres, and Prianis Citie sackt.

The rueful! story of Sir Paridell,

She was empassiond at that piteous act.

With zelous enuy of Greekes cruell fact,

Against that nation, from whose race of old

She heard, that she was lineally extract

:

For noble Britons sprong from Troians bold,

And Troynoiiant was built of old Troyes ashes

cold.

39
Then sighing soft awhile, at last she thus :

lamentable fall of famous towne.

Which raignd so many yeares victorious.

And of all Asie bore the soueraigne crowne.

In one sad night consumd,and throwen downe:
What stony hart, that hearcs thy liaplesse fate.

Is not empierst with decpe compassiowne,

And makes cnsample of mans wretched state,

That floures so fresh at morne, and fades at

euening late ?

40
Behold, Sir, how your pitifuU complaint
iiath found another partner of your payne :

For notliing may impresse so deare constraint,

As countries cause, and conmiune foes dis-

dayne.

But if it should not grieue you, backe agayne
To turne your course, I would to heare desyre,

What to Aeneas fell ; sith that men sayne
He was not in the Cities wofull fyre

Consum'd, but did him selfe to safetie retyre.

41

Andiyses sonne begot of Venus faire,

(Said he,) out of tlie flames for safegard fled.

And with a remnant did to sea repaire,

Where he through fatall errour long was led

Full many yeares, and weetlesse wandered
From shoretoshore,emongst theLybickesands,
Ere rest he found. Much tliere he suffered,

And many perils past in forreine lands,

To saue his people sad from victours vengefuU
hands.

43
At last in Latiiim he did arriue,

Where he with cruell warre was entertaind

Of th' inland folke, which sought him backe to

driue,

Till he with old Latinus was constraind,

To contract wedlock : (so the fates ordaind.)

Wedlock contract in bloud, and eke in blood

Accomplished, that many deare complaind :

The riuall slaine, the victour through the flood

Escaped hardly, hardlypraisd his wedlock good.

43
Yet after all, he victour did suruiue,

And with Latinus did the kingdome part.

But after, when both nations gan to striue,

Lito their names the title to conuart,

His Sonne liilus did from thence depart.

With all the warlike youth of Troians bloud.

And in long Alba plast his throne apart,

Where faire it florished, and long time stoud,

Till Romulus renewing it, to Rotne remoud.

.44

Tliere there (said Britomart) a fresh appeard
The glory of the later world to sjuing.

And Troy againe out of her dust was reard,

To sit in second scat of soueraigne king.

Of all the world vnder her gouerning.

But a third kingdome yet is to arise,

Out of the Troians scattered of-spring,

That in all glory and great enterprise,

Both first and second Tri^y shall dare to equalise.
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. .
45

Troynoiiant is hight, that with the waues
: wealthy Thamis washed is along,

x)n whose stubborne neck, whereat he raues

ithroringrage,andsorehimselfedoes throng,

lat all men feare to tempt his billowes strong,

le fastned hath her foot, which standes so hy,

lat it a wonder of the world is song

forreine landes, and all which passen by,

lolding it from far, do thinke it threates the

skye.

i Troian Brute did first that Citie found,

id Hygate made the meare thereof by West,

id Ouert gate by North : that is the bound
)ward the land ; two riuers bound the rest.

» huge a scope at first him seemed best,

) be the compasse of his kingdomes seat

:

» huge a mind could not in lesser rest,

t in small meares containe his glory great,

It Albion had conquered first by warlike feat.

47
fairest Lady knight, (said ParidelJ)

irdon I pray my heedlesse ouersight,

ho had forgot, that wliilome I heard tell

rom aged Mnnnon ; for my wits bene light,

idccd he said (if I remember right,)

lat of the antique Troian stocke, there grew
nothcr plant, that raught to wondrous hight,

nd far abroad his mighty branches threw,

the vtmost Angle of the world he knew.

48
rthatsamei?rM/^,whommuchhedidaduaunce
1 all his sjx^ach, was Syliiiiis his sonne,

'horn liauing slainc, through luckles arrowes
glaunce

e fled for feare of that he had misdonne,

r else for sliame, so fowlc rcprorh to shonnc,

nd with him led to sea an youthly trayne,

here wearie wandring they long time did

woime,
nd many fortunes prou'd in iWOccan majTic,

d great adncnlurcs found, tliat now were
long to sayrie.

49
At last by fatall course they driuen were

Into an Island spatious and brode,

The furthest North, that did to them appeare :

Which after rest they seeking far abrode,

Found it the fittest soyle for their abode,

Fruitful! of all things fit for liuing foode,

But wholy wast, and void of peoples trode,

Saue an huge nation of the Geaunts broode,

That fed on liuing flesh, and druncke mens vitall

blood.

50
WTiom he through wearie wars and labours long,

Subdewd with losse of many Britons bold :

In which the great Goanagot of strong

Corineus, and Coulin of Debon old

Were ouerthrowne, and layd on th'earth full

cold,

Which quaked vndcr their so liideous masse,

A famous history to be enrold

In euerlasting moniments of brasse,

Tliat all the antique Wortliies merits far did

passe.

51

His worke great Troynotiant, his worke is eke

Fairc Liucolne, both rcnowmcd far away.

That who from East to West will endlong

scekc,

Cannot two fairer Cities find this day.

Except CUopolis : so heard I say

Old Mnemon. Therefore Sir, I greet you well

Your countrcy kin, and you entirely pray

Of pardon for the strife, which late befell

Betwixt vs both vnknowne. So ended Pariddl.

52
But all the while, that he these speachcs spent,

V[X)n his li[^ hong faire Dame Ildlcnore,

With vigilant regard, and dew attent,

FiLshioning worlds of fancies euermore

In her fraile wit, tluit now her quite forlore :

The whiles vn wares away her wondring eye,

And greedy cares her weakc hart from her

liore:

Which he ix^rcciuing, euer priuily

In ^l^c•aking, many fal>c Ixlgardes at her let fly.

SPENSER

.
53

So long these knights disrourscd diucrsly,

Of straunge uKains, and noble luirdimtnt,

Which they luul |)ast with inickle iiopardy,

lliat now the hiuiiid night \\;ls farforth s|H'nt,

And luautiilv laMi|K's were h.iUeiidiale ybrtnl :

Whidi th'old man seeing well, who too long thought

Kuery <liscourse and euery argument,

W hich by the houres he measured, iK-sovighl

Them go to rest. So all vwio their bowres were brought.

H
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Cant. X.

Paridell rapelh Hcllenore

Malbecco her pursewes :

Findes etnongst Satyres, whence with him

To turne she doth refuse.

The morow next, so soone as Phoebus Lamp
Bewrayed had the world with early light,

And fresh Aurora liad the shady damp
Out of the goodly heauen amoued quight,

Faire Britomart and that same Faerie knight

Vprose, forth on their iourney for to wend :

But Paridell complaynd, that his late fight

With Britomart, so sore did him offend,

That ryde he could not, till his hurts he did

amend.
2

So forth they far'd, but he behind them stayd,

Maulgre his host, w^ho grudged grieuously.

To house a guest, that would be needes obayd.
And of his owne him left not liberty

:

Might wanting measqre moueth surquedry.

Two things he feared, but the third was death;

That fierce youngmans vTiruly maistery
;

His money, which he lou'd as liuing breath ;

And his faire wife, whom honest long he kept
vneath.

3
But patience perforce he must abie,

Wliat fortune and his fate on him will lay.

Fond is the fearc, that findes no remedie ;

Yet warily he watcheth euery way,
By which he fearcth euill liappen may :

So th'cuill thinkes by watching to preuent

;

Ne doth he suffer her, nor night, nor day.
Out of his sight her sclfe once to absent.

So doth he punish her and eke himselfe torment.

But Paridell kept better watch, then hoe,

A fit occasion for his turne to find :

False loue, why do men say, thou canst

not see.

And in their foolish fancie feigne thee blind,

That with thy charmcs the sharpest sight docst

bind,

And to thy will abuse ? Thou walkest free.

And seest cucry secret of the mind
;

Thou seest all, yet none at all sees thee
;

All that is by the working of thy Deitee.

t
So perfect in that art was Paridell,

That he Malbeccoes halfen eye did wyle, -

His halfen eye he wiled wondrous well.

And Hellenors both eyes did eke beguyle,

Both eyes and hart attonce, during the whyl^-
That he there soiourned his wounds to heale

That Cupid selfe it seeing, close did smyle.

To weet how he her loue away did steale,

And bad, that none their ioyous treason shoulc

reueale.

6

The learned louer lost no time nor tyde,

That least auantage mote to him afford,

Yet bore so faire a saile, that none espyde

His secret drift, till he her layd abord.

When so in open place, and commune bord,

He fortun'd her to meet, with commune speach

He courted her, yet bayted euery word,
That his vngentle hoste n'ote him appeach

Of vile vngentlenesse, or hospitages breach.

But when apart (if euer her apart)

He found, then his false engins fast he plyde,

And all the sleights vnbosomd in his hart

;

He sigh'd, he sobd, he swownd, he perdy dyde,

And cast himselfe on ground her fast besyde:

Tho when againe he him bethought to Hue,

He wept, and wayld, and false laments belyde,

Saying, but if she Mercie would him giue

That he mote algates dye, yet did his death

forgiue.

8
And otherwhiles with amorous delights.

And pleasing toyes he would her entertaine,

Now singing sweetly, to surprise her sprights,

Now making layes of loue and louers paine,

Bransles, Ballads, virelayes, and verses vaine;

Oft purposes, oft riddles he dcuysd.

And thousands like, which flowed in his

braine,

With which he fed her fancie, and cntysd

To take to his new loue, and leaue her old

despysd.

9.
And euery where he might, and euery while

He did her seruice dewtifull, and sewed

At hand with humble pride, and pleasing guild

So closely yet, that none but she it vewed,

Wlio well perceiucd all, and all indewed.

Thus finely did he his false nets disprcd,

W'ith whicli he many weake harts had sub-

dewed
Of yore, and many had ylike misled

:

\Miat wonder then, if shewere likewise carried?



ant. X. FAERIE Q\'EEXE 195

10

p fort so fensible, no wals so strong,

Jut that continuall battery will riue,

)r daily siege through dispuruayance long,

Lnd lacke of reskewes will to parley driue
;

ind Peece, that vnto parley eare will giue,

Vill shortly yeeld it selfe, and will be made
^'he vassall of the victors will byliue :

"hat stratageme had oftentimes assayd

lis crafty Paramoure, and now it plaine dis-

playd.

II

)r through his traines he her intrappcd hath,

!'hat she her loue and hart hath wholy sold

'o him, without regard of gaine, or scath,

)r care of credite, or of husband old,

Miomshe hath vow'd todub a faire Cucquold.

sought wants but time and place, wliich

shortly shee

)euized liath, and to her louer told.

t pleased well. So well they both agree ;

) rcadie rype to ill, ill wcmens counsels bee.

12

arke was the Euening. fit for louers stealth,

iMien chaunst Malbecco busie be elsewhere,

jhe to liis closet went, where all his wealth

jay hid : tliereof she countlesse summes did

rtare,

Hie which she meant away with her to bcarc
;

riie rest she fyr'd for sport, or for dcspight
;

Ks Hellene, when she saw aloft api)care

['he Troiune flames,and reach to heauens hight

id clap her hands, and ioyed at that dolcfuU

siyht.

his second Ilellcnc, faire Dame Ihllcuore,

Hu- \shiies her husband ramie with sory haste,

I nchthellaiiK-s.whicJishcliadtyn'dbeforc,

!it at his f(K>lish lalK>ur siK.nt in waste
;

\nd ranne into her louers armes ri^ht fiLst
;

tVhere strcij^ht cmijraced, she to him did cry,

\nd aill aloud for heliK.', ere hcliK' were [KLSt
;

Kor kx; that Cluest would Uare her forcibly,

nd meant to rauisli her, llial rather had to dy.

14

he wrctrhtd man luariri^ her rail for ayd,

\nd rc-ndie M-fin^; him with h<r to lly,

[ik his disquiel mind was much disniavd :

I 'lit whvn ii;,';iiMc hf backward cast his eye,

\nd s;iw tlie wjckc<l fire so furiously

'"^'imc his hart, and stonh his Moles face,

IS therewith disiresM*! diuerdy,
>< \M5t he how to turnc, nor to what place ;

i'us r»cucr wrctclitd man in buc h a wolull cacc.

15

Ay when to him she cryde, to her he turnd.

And left the fire ; loue money ouercame :

But when he marked, how his money burnd,

He left fiis wife ; money did loue disclame :

Both was he loth to loose his loued Dame,
And loth to leaue his liefest pelfe behind,

Vctsith he n'ote saue both,he sau'd that same,

\Miich was the dearest to his donghill mind.

The God of his desire, the ioy of misers blind.

16

Thuswhilest all things in troublous \-prore were,

And all men busie to suppresse the flame.

The louing couple need no reskew feare,

But leasure had, and libertie to frame

Theirpurpostflight,freefromall mens reclame

;

And Night, the patronesse of loue-stealth faire,

Gaue them safe conduct, till to end they came:

So bene they gone yfeare, a wanton paire

Of louers loosely knit,where list themtorepaiie.

17

Soonc as the cruell flames yslaked were,

Malbecco seeing, how his losse did lye.

Out of the flames, which he liad quencht

whylere

Into huge waucs of gricfe and gealosye

Full deepe cmplonged was, and drowned nyc,

,

Twixt inward doole and felonous dcspight

;

He rau'd, he wept, he stampt, he lowd did cry,

And all the passions, tlaat in man may light.

Did him attonce oppresse, and vex his caytiue

spright.

18

Long thus he chawd the cud of inward griefe.

And did consume his gall with anguish sore,

Still when he mused on his late mischiefe,

Then still the smart thereof increased more.

And seem'd more grieuous, then it was Ixforc :

At last when sorrow he s;iw Ixnitid nought,

Ne griefe might not his loue to him restore,

He gan deuise, how her he reskew mought,

Ten thousand wayes he cast in his confused

thought.

.'\t last rcsoluinR, like a pilgrim jwrc.

To search lurforth,wheresoshen»ight Ix^fond.

And iK-aring with him treasure in close store.

The rest he leaues in ground : St takes in hoiid

To seekc her endlong. l)olh by sea and lorul.

I^ng he her sought, he sought her fiirrc and

ncrc,

And euery where that he mote vndcrstond,

Oi. knights and ladies any mcetin^«> were,

.\nd of eachone he n>et, he lydings did inmiere.
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20

But all in vaine, his woman was too wise,

Euer to come into his clouch againe,

And he too simple euer to surprise

The ioUy Paridell, for all his paine.

One day, as he forpassed by the plaine

With weary pace, he farre away espide

A couple, seeming well to be liis twaine,

\Miich houed close vnder a forrest side,

Asif theylay mwait,or else themselues did hide.

21

Well weened he, that those the same mote bee,

And as he better did their shape auize,

Him seemed more their manner did agree
;

For th'one was armed all in warlike wize,

Wliom, to be Paridell he did deuize
;

And th'other all yclad in garments light,

Discolour'd like to womanish disguise,

He did resemble to his Ladie bright

;

And euer his faint hart much earned at the sight.

22

And euer faine he towards them would goe,

But yet durst not for dread approchen nie.

But stood aloofe, vnweeting what to doe
;

Till that prickt forth with loues extremitie,

That is the father of foule gealosy,

He closely nearer crept, the truth to weet

:

But, as he nigher drew, he easily

Might scerne,that itwas nothis sweetestsweet,

Ne yet her Belamour, the partner of his sheet.

But it was scornefuU Braggadocchio,

That with his scruant Tronipart houerd there,

Sith late he fled from his too earnest foe :

W'hom such when as Malbecco spyed clere,

He turned backe, and would haue fled arere
;

Till Tronipart ronning hastily, him did stay.

And bad before his soueraine Lord appere :

That was him loth, yet durst he not gainesay,

And comming him before, low louted on the lay.

24
The Boaster at him stcrnely bent his browe.
As if he could haue kild him with his looke.

That to theground him mcekcly made to bowc,
And awfull terror dcepe into him strooke,

That eucry member of his bodie quooke.
Said he. Thou man of nought, what doest thou

here,

Vnfitly furnisht with thy bag and booke,
Wliere I expected one with shield and spere,

To proue some deedcs of amies vpon an equall

pere.

The wretched man at his imperious speach, .

Was all abasht, and low prostrating, said ;

Good Sir, let not my rudenesse be no breach

Vnto your patience, ne be ill ypaid
;

For I vnwares this way by fortune straid,

A silly Pilgrim driuen to distresse.

That seeke a Lady, There he suddein staid,

And did the rest with grieuous sighes suppresse,

While teares stood in his eies, few drops of

bitternesse. ^
26

What Ladie, man ? (said Tronipart) take good
hart,

And tell thy gricfe, if any hidden lye ;

Was neuer better time to shew thy smart.

Then now, that noble succour is thee by.

That is the whole worlds commune remedy.
That cheareful word his weake hart much did

cheare.

And with vaine hope his spirits faint supply,

That bold he said ; most redoubted Pcre,

Vouclisafe with mild regard a wretches cace to

heare.
27

,
.

Then sighing sore. It is not long (said hee)

Sith I enioyd the gentlest Dame aUue
;

Of whom a knight, no knight at all perdee,

But shame of all, that doe for honor striue,

By treacherous deceipt did me depriue ;

Through open outrage he her bore away,
And with fowle force vnto his will did driue,

Wliich all good knights, that armes do beare

this day,

Arebound for to reuenge,and punish if theymay.

28

And you most noble Lord, that can and dare

Rcdrcsse the wrong of miserable wight.

Cannot employ your most victorious speare

In better quarrell, then defence of right,

And for a Ladie gainst a faithlcsse knight

;

So shall your glory be aduaunced much.
And all faire Ladies magnifie your might.

And eke my selfe, albe I simple such, j

Your worthy paine shall well reward with

guerdon rich.
*=>

29
With that out of his bouget forth he drew
Great store oftrcasure,thcrewithhim to tempt;

But he on it lookt scornefully askew.

As much disdeigning to be so misdcmpt,
Or a war-monger to be basely nempt

;

And said ; Thy ofi^ers base I greatly loth.

And eke thy words vncourteous and vnkempt;

I tread in dust thee and thy money both.

That, were it not for sliame, So turned from him

wroth.
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It Tromparl, that his maisters humor knew,

n lofty lookes to hide an humble mind,

^'as inly tickled with that golden vew,

.nd in his eare him rounded close behind :

et stoupt he not, but lay still in the wind,

I'aiting aduauntage on the pray to scase
;

ill Tromparl lowly to the ground inclind,

iesought him his great courage to appease,

id pardon simple man, that rash did liim

displease.
31

gge looking like a doughtie Doucepere,

,t last he thus ; Thou clod of vilest clay,

pardon yield, and with thy rudenesse beare ;

!jt wecte henceforth, that all that golden pray

,

•nd all that else the vaine world vauntcn may,
loath as doung, ne deeme my dew reward :

ame is my meed, and glory vertucs pray,

lut minds of mortall men are muchcll mard,

id mou'd amisse with massie mucks vnmeet
regard.

32
id more, I graunt to thy great miserie

ratious respect, thy wife shall backc be sent,

,nd that vile knight, who cucr that he bee,

njichliathlhyL'idyreft,andknighthoodshcnt,
ly San^lamort my sword, whose deadly dent
he bloud hath of so many thousands shed,

sweare, ere long shall dearely it repent ;

lehe twixtln-aucn andearthshallhidehished,
It scone he sluiU be found, and shortly doen
be dcd.

33
ic foolish man thereat woxc wondrous Miih.

,s if the word so spoken, were halfe donnc,
nd humbly tluinkcd him a thousand sith,

hat had from dtath to life him newly woime.
ho forththelkwstcrmarrhing.braue bcgonne
lis stolen steed to thunder furiouNlv,

,s if he lieauen and hell would ouerronn
,n<l all the wnrld confound with rrucltv,

uit mucli Malbiuo ioyed in his iollity.

34
HIS long tlicy three together trauciled,

lirough nuuiy a wood, and many an vncouth
way,
o sctkc his wife, tlut was farrc wandered :

lul ihojc two bought nou^jht, but the present

tc ihc treasure, whic h he did Ixrwrav,
•a uhu h their ties and harts were whollv set.

It'll fMrprr-r. how ilicv ini^^'lit it In-st U-irav ;

ire, that first ho did them let

. ;, till ri u ith ill. it l:eenc desires

were whet.

35
It fortuned as they together far'd,

They spide, where Paridell came pricking fast

Vpon the plaine, the which himselfe prepar'd
Togiust with tliatbrauestraunger knight a cast.

As on aduenture by the wav he past

:

Alone he rode without his Paragone
;

For hauing filcht her bels, her vp he cast

To the wide world, and let her fly alone,

He nould be clogd. So had he serued manv one.

36
The gentle Ladj'', loose at randon left, [wide

The greene-wood long did walke. and wander
At wilde aduenture, like a forlorne welt,

Till on a day the Satyres her espide

Straying alone withouten groome or guide
;

Iler vp they tooke,andwiththcm home herled.

With them as housewife euer to abide,

To milk their gotes, and make them cheese

and bred.

And euery one as commune good her handeled

37
That shortly she Malbtcco has forgot,

And eke Sir Paridell, all were lie deare
;

Who from her went to sceke another lot,

And now by fortune was arriued here,

Where those two guilers with Malhcrco were :

Soone as the oldman saw Sir Paridell,

fie fainted, and Wixs almost dead with feare,

Xe word he had to speakc, his griefe to tell,

Dut to him loutcd low, and greeted goodly wtll.

38
.\nd after asked him for Hellenorf,

I take no keejK' of her (said Paridell)

She woimeth in the forrcst there before.

So forth he r<Klc, as his aduenture fell :

The whiles the Ikxister from his loftie sell

Faynd to ali;:ht. sonuthiiig amisse to mend ;

iJutthefreshSwaynewouIdnolhisleasuredwell,

I'lUt went his way; whom when he passed kend,

He vp remounted light, and after faind to wend.

30
IVrdy nny (said Malbeeeo) shall ye not

:

Hut let him |>;»sse as lightlv. as he aune :

I'or litle (.'(mkI of him is to Ik.* got,

And mirkle i>erill to Ik- put to shnmo.
Hut let vs i^'o to setke mv dearest Dnmo,
Whom he hath left in voiuicr forrest wvld :

I'or of her saf» ty in j^reat doubt I nm,
I.eastRnliiagelKastesher|KTsoMhauedrsi)0\ld:

Then nil the worlil is U>st, and we in vainc Imue
tovld.
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40

They all agree, and forward them addrest

:

Ah but (said craftie Trompart) weete ye well,

That yonder in that wastefuU wildernesse

Huge monsters haunt,andmanydangersdwell;
Dragons, and ]\Iinotaures, and feendes of hell,

And many wilde woodmen, which robbe and

rend

All trauellers ; therefore aduise ye well,

Before ye enterprise that way to wend :

One may his iourney bring too soone toeuill end.

41

Malbccco stopt in great astonishment,

And with pale eyes fast fixed on the rest.

Their counsell crau'd, in daunger imminent.

Said Trompart, You that are the most opprest

With burden of great treasure, I thinke best

Here for to stay in safetie behind
;

My Lord and 1 will search the wide for rest.

That counsell pleased not Malbeccoes mind ;

For he was much affraid, himselfe alone to find.

42

Then is it best (said he) that ye doe leaue

Your treasure here in some securitie.

Either fast closed in some hollow greaue.

Or buried in the ground from ieopardie.

Till we returne againe in safetie :

As for vs two, least doubt of vs ye haue.

Hence farre away we will blindfolded lie,

Ne priuie be vnto your treasures graue.

It pleased : so he did. Then they march for-

ward brauc.

Now when amid the thickest woods they were.

They heard a noyse of many bagpi[:)es shrill.

And shrieking Ilububs them approching nere,

\Miich all the forrest did \\ith horror lill

:

Thatdreadfullsound the boasters hart did thrill.

With such amazement, that in haste he fled,

Ne euer looked backe for good or ill.

And after him eke fearefull Trompart sped
;

The old man could not fly, but fell to ground
halfe ded.

44
Yet afterwards close creeping, as he might,

He in a bush did hide his fearefull hed,

The iolly Satyres full of fresh delight,

Camedauncing forth,and with tlicmnimblyled

Faire Hellenore, with girlonds all bes()red,

Whom their May-lady they had newly made :

She proud of that new honour, which they red.

And of their louely fellowship full glade,

Daunst liuely, and her face did with a Lawrell

sliade.

I

-+0

The silly man that in the thicket lay

Saw all this goodly sport, and grieued sore,

Yet durst he not against it doe or say,

But did his hart with bitter thoughts engore,

To see th'vnkindnesse of his Hellenore.

All day they daunced with great lustihed,

And with theirhornedfeetthegreenegrasse wore,

The whiles their Gotes vpon the bronzes fed.

Till drouping Phoebus gan to hidehisgolden hed.

46
Tho vp they gan their merry pypes to trusse.

And all their goodly heards did gather round,

But euery Satyre first did giue a busse

To Hellenore : so busses did abound.

Now gan the humid vapour shed the ground
With perly deaw, andth'Earthesgloomyslmde

Did dim the brightnesse of the welkin round.

That euery bird and beast awarned made,

To shrowd themselues, whiles sleepe their senses

did inuade.

47
WTiich when Malbecco saw, out of his bush
Vpon his hands and feete he crept full light,

And like a Gote emongst the Gotes did rush,

That through the helpe of his faire homes on

hight,

And misty dampe of misconceiuing night.

And eke through likenesse of his gotish beard,

He did the better counterfeite aright

:

So home he marcht emongst the horned heard,

That none of all the ^a/yr^^himespyde or heard,

48
At night, when all they went to sleepe, he vewd, l

Whereas his louely wife emongst them lay, f
Embraced of a Satyre rough and rude,

Who all the night did minde his ioyous play

:

Nine times he heard him come aloft ere day.

That all his hart with gealosie did swell

;

But yet that nights ensample did bewray.

That not for nought his wife them loucd so well,

Whe« one so oft a nidit did rin" his matins bell.

49
So closely as he could, he to them crept,

\Mien wearie of their s{X)rt to sleepe they fell,

And to his wife, that now full soundly slept,

He whispered in her care, and did her tell.

That it was he, which by her side did dwell.

And therefore prayd her wake, to heare him

plaine.

As one out of a dreame not waked well,

She turned her, and returned backe againe:

Yet her for to awake he did the more constraine.
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last wiih irkesome trouble she abrayd ;

;d then percciuing, that it was indeed

:r old Malbecco, which did her vpbrayd,

ith loosenesse of her loue, and loathly deed,

e was astonisht with exceeding dreed,

id would haue wakt the Satyre by her syde ;

It he her prayd, for mercy, or for meed,
saue his life, ne let him be descryde,

hearken to his lore, and all Ixiscounsellhyde.

51
I gan he her perswade, to leaue that lewd

id loathsome life, of God and man abhord,

id home returne, where all should be renewd
ith perfect peace, and bandesof freshaccord,

id she receiu'd againe to bed and bord,

if no trespasse euer had bene donne :

It she it all refused at one word,

id by no meanes would to his will be wonne,
chose emongst the iolly Salyres still to

Bvonne.

wooed her, till day spring he espyde ;

It all in vaine : and tlien turnd to the heard,

:jo butted him with homes on cucry syde,

d trode downe in the durt, where his hore

3eard

IS fowly dight, and he of death afeard.

riy bc-fore tlie hcauens fairest light

t of the ruddy East was fully rcard,

e heardes out of their foldes were loosed

^uight,

i he emongst the rest crept forth in sory

flight.

oone as he the Prison dore did pas,

ran as fast, :is l>c>th his fcete could Ixrare,

<1 ncucr l'X)kcd, who Ix-hind liim was,

scarscly who Ixforc : like as a IJcare

at creeping close, amongst the hiues to rcarc

hony combe, the wakefull dogs espy,

d him assayling, sore his carkasse tcare,

at hardiv he with life away d(x.*s (Iv,

taycs,till safe himsclfc he see fromieopardy.

54
ktayd he, till he cjune vnto the place,

lerelate his treasure he cntomlx*! had,

icrc when he found it not (f(»r Troiut\nl bace
d it purloyncd for his maister Uul :)

tl) extreme fury he Iniame (luite mad,
d ran away, ran with himstllc away :

nt who so straungely had him scene Ix-stad,

ih vjAlart liaire, and staring eyes dismay,
II Limtx) lake lumlatccsca|x-dsure would say.

High ouer hilles and ouer dales he fled.

As if the wind him on his winges had borne,

Nebancknor bush could stay him,when he sped
His nimble feet, as treading still on thorne :

Griefe, and despight, and gealosie, and scorne

Did all the way him follow hard behind.

And he himselfe himselfe loath'd so forlorne.

So shamefully forlorne of womankind
;

That as a Snake, still lurked in his wounded
mind.

56
Still fled he forward, looking backward still,

Xe stayd his flight, nor fearefuU agony,
Till tliat he came vnto a rockie hill,

Ouer the sea, suspended dreadfully.

That liuing creature it would terrify,

To looke adowne, or vpward to the hight

:

From thence he threw himselfe dispiteously,

All desperate of his fore-damned spright,

That seem'd no \\c\y>q for him was left in liuing

sight.

57.

But through long anguish, and selfe-murdring

thought

He was so wasted and forpined quight.

That all his substance was consum'd to nought,

And nothing left, but like an aery Spright,

That on the rockes he fell so Hit and light,

Tluit he thereby receiu'd no hurt at all.

But chaunced on a craggy' cliff to light ;

Whence hewithcrookedclawes so longdidcrall,
That at the last he found a caue with entrance

small.

58
Into the same he crcepes, and thenceforth there

Kesolu'd to build his bakfull mansion.
In drery darkenesse, and continuall feare

Of that rockes fall, which euer and anon
Threatc-s with huge ruine him to fall vjxDn,

Tliat he dare neuer slee[)e, but that one eye
Still oik; he keejKS for that ocaision

;

Ne euer rests he in trani|uillity,

Theroringbillowesbeat hisbowresoboystrously.

59
Ne euer is he wont on ought to feed.

But toatles and frogs, his j^isture jwvsonous,
\\ hi( h in his col<l complexion do brceil

A hltliy bloud, or humour rancorous,

Matter of doubt and dread suspitious.

That dolhwitlu un Iissecare consume the hut,
Corrupts the stonuuke with gall vitious,

C'roscuts the liuer with internall smart.

And doth translixe the soule with deathcs
eternall dart.
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Yet can he neuer dye, but dying liues,

And doth himselfe with sorrow new sustaine,

Tiiat death and Ufe attonce vnto him giues.

And paincfuU pleasure turnes to pleasing paine.

Tnere dwels he euer, miserable swaine,

Ilatefull both to him sclfe, and euery wight

;

Where he through priuy griefc, and horrour

vaine,

Is woxen so deform'd, that he has quight

Forgot he was a man, and Gcalosie is hight.

Cajtt. XL

Britoniart chacdh Ollyphant,

findes Scudamour dislrest

:

Assayes the house ofBusyrane,

where Loues spoyles are expresL

I

hateful! hellish Snake, what furie furst

Brought thee from balefull house oi Proserpine,

Where in her bosome she thee long had nurst,

And fostred vp with bitter milke of tine,

Fowle Gealosie, that turnest loue diuine

To ioylesse dread, and mak'st the louing hart

With hatefull thoughts to languish and to pine,

And fjcd it selfe with selfe-consuming smart ?

Of all the passions in the mind thou vilest art.

let him far be banished away,
And in his stead let Loue for euer dwell,

Sweet Loue, that doth his golden wings embay
In blessed Nectar, and pure Pleasures well,

Vntroubled of vile feare, or bitter fell.

And ye faire Ladies, that your kingdomcs make
In th'harts of men, them gouerne wisely well,

And of faire Britomarl cnsample take.

That was as trew in loue, as Turtle to her make.

WTio with Sir Salyrane, as earst ye red,

Forth ryding from Malbeccocs hostlesse hous.

Far off aspyde a young man, the which fled

From an huge Geaunt, that with hideous

And hatefull outrage long him chaccd tluis
;

It was that Ollyphant, the brother dcare

Of that Argante vile and vitious.

From whom the Squire of Dames was reft

whvlere
;

This alias bad as she, and worse, if worse ought
were.

For as the sister did in feminine

And filthy lust exceede all woman kind,

So he surpassed his sex masculine,

In beastly vse that I did euer tind
;

Whom when as Britomart beheld behind

The fearefull boy so greedily pursew,

She was emmoued in her noble mind,

T'employ her puissaunce to his reskew.

And pricked fiercely forward, where she him did

vew.

Ne was Sir Satyrane her far behinde,

But with like liercenesse did ensew the chace

:

Whom when the Gyaunt saw, he soone resinde

His former suit, and from them fled apace
;

They after both, and boldly bad him bace,

And each did striue the other to out-goe.

But he them both outran a wondrous space,

For he was long, and swift as any Roe,

And now made better speed, t'escape his feared

foe.

6

It was not Satyrane, whom he did feare,

But Britomart the flowre of chastity
;

For he the powre of chast hands might not

beare.

But alwayes did their dread encounter fly

:

And now so fast his feet he did apply,

That he has gotten to a forrest neare,

Where he is shrowded in security.

The wood they enter, and search euery where,

They searched diuersely, so both diuided were.

1

Faire Britomart so long him followed,

That she at last came to a fountaine sheare,

By which there lay a knight all wallowed

Vpon the grassy ground, and by him neare

His haberieon, his helmet, and his speare ; wi

A little off, his shield was rudely throwne, "

On which the winged boy in colours cleare

Dejx^inctcd was, full easie to be knowne.

And he thereby, where euer it in field was

showne.

S

His face vpon the ground did groueling ly, ^ \

As if he had bene slombring in the shade, ^
j

That the braue Mayd would not for courtesy,

Out of his quiet slomber him abrade,

Nor secme toe suddeinly him to inuade :

Still as she stood, she heard with grieuous^

throb
_ IJHim grone, as if his hart were pecces made,

.\nd with most paincfull pangs to sigh and sob,

That pitty did the Virgins hart of patience rob.
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last forth breaking into bitter plaintes

e said ; soueraigne Lord that sit'st on hye,

id raignst in bUsemongst thy blessed Saintes,

o\v sutirest thou such shameful! cruelty,

» long vnwreaked of thine enimy ?

rhast thou, Lord, ofgood mens cause noheed?
r doth thy iustice sleepe, and silent ly ?

hat booteththen the good and righteous deed

,

joodnesse hnd no grace, nor righteousnesse

no meed ?
10

;ood find grace, and righteousnesse reward,

hy then is Amoret in caytiue band,

th that more bounteous creature neuer far'd

fi foot, vpon the face of liuing land ?

r if that heauenly iustice may withstand

le wrongful! outrage of vnrighteous men,
liy then is Biisirane with wicked hand
ilifrcd, these seuen monethes day in secret den
Lady and my loue so cruelly to [:)en ?

II

Lady and my loue is cruelly pend
I doleful! darkencsse from the vew of day,

hilcst deadly torments do her chast brest

rend,

[v]tlieshar[x;steeledothriuehcrhartintway,

II for she Scudamore will not dcnay.
et thou vile man, vile Scudamore art sound,
e canst her aydc, ne canst her foe dismay

;

nworthy wretch to tread vpon the ground,
r wliom so faire a Lady fceles so sore a
wound.

12

ere an huge heape of singultcs did opprcsse
is strugling soule, and swelling throL)S em-
pcich
is f(j|tring toung with pangs of drcrincssc,

loking the remnant of his tdaintifc S|Rach,
s if fiis daycs were come to their last reach,

hirli when she hi-ar<i, and saw the gluistly fit,

lircatning into liis life to make a l)ri'ach,

nth wiili grt-at ruth and tcrrour she was smit,

iring least from her cage the wcarie soule

would flit.

sloo[)inc flownc she him am()ue<l light
;

ho therewiths<im( what start ing,vpg:ml()<)kc,
' 'ing him Uhind a strnungt-r kni;.;ht,

\^ no liuing creature he niistcKtke,

1 'ii.'umre he that sight forsooke,

me hims<-|fe diMlainefully

I hearth with his fairc forhcad

the Im)M Vir^Mn si'eirtg. gan applv
•icinc to his yriefe, und spake thus

(courtcsly.

14

Ah gentle knight, whose deepe conceiued griefe

Well seemes t'exceede the powre of patience,

Yet if that lieauenly grace some good reliefe

You send, submit you to high prouidence.

And euer in your noble liart prepense.

That all the sorrow in the world is lesse,

Then vertues might, and values confidence,

For who nil! bide the burden of distresse,

Must not here thinke to line : for life is

wretchednesse.

Therefore, faire Sir, do comfort to you take,

And freely read, wliat wicked felon so

Ilathoutrag'd you, and thraldyourgentle make.
Perhaps this hand may helpe to ease your woe.

And wreake your sorrow 0:1 your cruel! foe.

At least it faire endeuour will apply.

Those feeling wordes so neare the quicke did

goe,

Tliat vp his head he reared easily,

And leaning on his elbow, these few wordes let

fly.

16

What boots it plaine, that cannot be redrcst,

And sow vaine sorrow in a fruit ksse eare,

Sith jwwre of hand, nor skill of learned brest,

Ne worldly price cannot redeeme my deare.

Out of her thraldome and continual! feare ?

For he the tyraunt, which lier hath in ward
By strong enchauntments and blacke Magicke

leare,

Ilath in a dungeon deepe her close cmbard.
And many dreadful! feends hath pointed to her

gard.

There lie tormenteth her most terribly.

And day and night alllicts with mortal! paine,

liecause to yield liim loue slie doth deny,

Once to nie yold, not to Ik.* void againe :

I^ut yet by torture he wouM her constraine

Loue to conceiue in lier disdainfull brest
;

Till so she do, she must in doole remaine,

Ne mav by liuing nieanes be thence relest :

What l)(K)ts it tlien to plaine, tliat cannot be
red rest .''

iS

With this sad hers;»ll of his lieauy strcssc,

The warlike Damzell was enipassiond sore,

Ands;ii<l; .*>irknight.yourr.uiseisn()thiiiglesse,

Therj is your sorrow, rertes if not more
;

For nothing so nnuh pitty doth implore,
As gentle I-jidies helplesse nuserv.

Hut vet. if please ye listen to mv lore,

I will with jtrfxife of last cxtremltv.

Deliucr her Iro thence, or with her for you dy.

«3
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19

Ah gentlest knight aliue, (said Scndamore)

What huge heroicke magnanimity

Dwels in thy bounteous brest ? what couldst

thou more,

If she were thine, and thou as now am I ?

spare thy hap[)y dayes, and them apply

To better boot, but let me dye, that ought

;

^lore is more losse : one is enough to dy.

Life is not lost, (said she) for which is bought

Endlesse renowm, that more then death is to be

sought.^ 20

Thus she at length perswaded him to rise,

And with her wend, to see what new successe

Mote him befall vpon new enterprise
;

His armes, which he had vowed to disprofesse,

She gathered vp and did about him dresse,

And his forwandred steed vnto him got

:

So forth they both yfere make their progresse,

And march not past the mountenaunce ofa shot

,

Till they arriu'd, whereas their purpose they did

plot.

There theydismounting,drewtheirweaponsbold

And stoutly came vnto the Castle gate
;

Whereas no gate theyfound,them to withhold,

Nor ward to wait at morne and euening late,

But in the Porch, that did them sore amate,

A flaming fire, ymixt with smouldry smoke.

And stinking Sulphure, that with griesly hate

And dreadfull horrour did all entraunce choke,

Enforced them their forward footing to reuoke.

22

Greatly thereat was Britomart dismayd,

Ne in that stownd wist, how her selfe to beare;

For daunger vaine it were, to haue assayd

That cruell element, which all things feare,

Ne none can suffer to approchen neare :

And turning backe to Sciidamoiir, thus sayd
;

What monstrous enmity prouoke we heare.

Foolhardy as tli'Earthes children, the which

made
Battell against the Gods ? so we a God inuade.

Daunger without discretion to attempt,

Inglorious and beastlike is : therefore Sir

knight,

Aread what course of you is safest dempt,

And how we with our foe may come to fight.

This is (f4uoth he) the dolorous despight,

Wiiich earst to you I playnd : for neitiier may
This fire be quencht by any wit or might,

Ne yet by any nieanes remou'd awav,

So rnighty be th'enchauntments, which the

same do stay.

24

What is there else, but cease these fruitlesse

paines,

And leaue me to my former languishing ?

Faire Amoret must dwell in wicked chaines,

And Scndamore here dye with sorrowing.

Perdy not so
;

(said she) for shamefuU thing

It were t'abandon noble cheuisaunce,

For shew of pcrill, without venturing

:

Rather let try extremities of chaunce.

Then enterpriscdprayse fordread to disauaunce.

Therewith resolu'd to proue her vtmost might,

Her ample shield she threw before her face,

And her swords point directing forward right,

Assayld the flame, the which eftsoones gaue

place.

And did it selfe diuide with equall space,

That through she passed ; as a thunder bolt

Perceth the yielding ayre, and doth displace

The soring clouds into sad showres ymolt

;

So to her yold the flames, and did their force

reuolt.
2g

Whom whenas Sciidamour saw past the fire,

Safe and vntoucht, he likewise gan assay.

With greedy will, and enuious desire,

And bad the stubborne flames to yield him
way

:

But cruell Mukibcr would not obay
His threatfuU pride, but did the more augment
His mighty rage, and with imperious sway
Him forst (maulgre) his fiercenesse to relent,

And backe retire, all scorcht and pitifully brent.

27

With huge impatience he inly swelt,

More for great sorrow, that he could not pas,

Then for the burning torment, which he felt,

That with fell woodnesse he effierced was,

And wilfully him throwing on the gras,

Didbeatandbounsehis head and brest full sore;

The whiles the Championesse now entred has

The vtmost rowme, and past the formest dore,

The vtmost rowme, abounding with all precious

store. o

For round about, the wals yclothed were

With goodly arras of great maicsty,

Wouen with gold and silke so close and nere,

That the rich nietall lurked priuily.

As faining to be hid from enuious eye ;

Yet here, and there, and euery where vnwares

It shewd it selfe, and shone vnwillingly ;

Like a discolourd Snake, whose hidden snares

Through the greene gras his long bright bur-

nisht backe declares.



'ani. XI. FAERIE QVEEXE 20;

29

^nd in those Tapets weren fashioned

Many faire pourtraicts,and many a faire featc,

And all of loue, and all of lusty-hed,

As seemed by their semblaunt did entreat

;

And eke all Cupids warres they did repeate,

And cruell battels, which he whilome fought

Gainst all the Gods, to make his empire great

;

Besides the huge massacres, which he wrought

)n mighty kings and kesars, into thraldome

brought.
. .

30
rherein was writ, how often thundring loue

Had felt the point of his hart-percing dart,

And leaning heauens kingdome, here did roue

In straunge disguize, to slake his scalding

smart

;

Now like a Ram, faire Helle to pcruart,

Now like a Bull, Europa to withdraw :

Ah, how the fcarcfuU Ladies tender hart

Did liuely seeme to tremble, when she saw
riic huge seas vnder her t'obay her seruaunts

law.

Joone after that into a golden showre
Him sclfe he chaung'd faire Danae to vcw,
And through the roofe of her strong brasen

towre

Did raine into her lap an hony dew,

The whiles her foolish garde, that little knew
Of such deceii:)t, ke[)t th'yron dore fast bard,

And watcht, that none should enter nor isscw
;

Vaine was the watch, and bootlcsse all the

ward,

liMicnas the God to golden he\v him selfc trans-

fard.

.

3^
riien was he turnd into a snowy Swan,
To win faire Ij-da to his loucly trade :

wondrous skill, and sweet wit of the man,
That her in dalTadiHics sleeping made,
Fromscorrhiiigheatherdaintielimbestoshade:

Whiles the proud Bird rufTing liis fetherswydc,

Antl brushing his faire brcst, did her inuade :

She slept, yet twixt her eyelids closely spydc.

How towards her he rusht, and smiled at his

prvdc.

Tlicn shewd it, how the Thehane Snudce
Dccciu'd of gealous luuo, did refpiirc

To sec him in his soneniigne maitstec,

Annd with his tiiuiiderlKjIts;uid lightning fire,

NVhenrc dearcly she with death bought her

desire.

But faire Alcmena l)ctter matcli did make,
loving his loue in likenesse more entire

;

Tlinc nights in one, they sjiy, t hat for iier sake
He then did put, her pleasures Icngcr to partake.

.34
Twise was he scene in soaring Eagles shape,

And with wide wings to btat the buxome ay re.

Once, when he with Aslerie did scape,

Againe, when as the Troiane boy so faire

He snatcht from Ida hill, and with him bare :

Wondrous delight it was, there to bchould,

How the rude Shepheards after him did stare.

Trembling through feare, least down he fallen

should,

And often to him calling, to take surer hould.

2>S

In Satyres shape Antiopa he snatcht

:

And like a fire, when he Aegin assayd :

A shepheard, when Mncviosync he catcht

:

And like a Serpent to the Thracian mayd.
Whiles thus on earth great loue these page-

aunts playd,

The winged boy did thrust into his throne,

And scoffing, thus vnto his mother sayd,

Lo now the heauens obey to me alone,

And take me for their loue, whiles loue to earth

is gone. ^
36

And thou, faire Phahus, in thy colours bright

Wast there enwouen, and the sad distrcsse,

In which that boy thee plongcd, for dcspight,

Thatthoubcwray'dsthismotherswantonnesse,
When she with."l/<7r^ was meynt in ioyfulncsse:

For thy he thrild thee with a leaden dart,

To loue faire Daphue, which thee loucd lesse :

Lesse she thee lou'd, then was thy iust dcsart.

Vet was thy loue her death, and her death was
thy smart.

So louedst thou the lusty IIyaci)ict,

So louedst tiiou the faire Coronis dcare :

Vet both are of thy hajilesse hand extinct,

Vet lK)th in llowres do hue,and loue thee beare.

The one a Paunce, the other a sweet brcare :

For griefe whereof, ye mote haue liuely scene

The GckI himselfe rending his golden hearc.

And breaking quite his gyrlcnd (ucr grtene,

With other signesof sorrow and impatient tecne.

Both for those two, and for his owne dcare
Sonne,

The Sonne of Climcue he did rcjx'nt.

Who bold to g\ii(le the charel of the Sunne,
Himselfe in thousand |Keces fondlv rent,

And all the worM \\\\\\ Hashing her bient ;

So like, that all the walles did seeme to llamc.

\'et cruell Cupid, not herewith content,

Forst him efts(H)nis to follow other game,
And loue a Shepheards daughter for his ileartst

Dame.



204 THE III. BOOKE OF THE Qant. XI.

39
He loued Isse for his dearest Dame,
And for her sake her cattell fed a while,

And for her sake a cowheard vile became,

The seruant of Admetus cowheard vile,

Whiles that from heauen he suffered exile.

Long were to tell each other louely fit.

Now like a Lyon, hunting after spoile.

Now like a Stag, now like a faulcon flit

:

All which in that faire arraswasmost liuely writ.

40
Next vnto him was Neptune pictured,

In his diuine resemblance wondrous lyke :

His face was rugged, and his hoarie hed

Dropped wuth brackish deaw ; his three-forkt

Pyke
_

[stryke

He stearnly shooke, and therewith fierce did

The raging billowes, that on euery syde

Thev trembling stood, and made a long broad

dyke,

That his swift charet might haue passage wyde,

Which foure great Hippodames did draw in

temewise tvde.
41

His sea-horses did seeme to snort amayne,

And from their nosethrilles blow the brynie

streame, [agayne,

That made the sparckling wanes to smoke
Andflamewithgold,butthewhitefomycreame,

Did shine withsiluer,andshootforthhisbeame.

The God himselfe did pensiue seeme and sad.

And hong adowne his head, as he did dreame :

For priuy loue his brest empierced had,

Ne ought but deare Bisaltis ay could make him
glad.

^
^^

He loued eke Iphimedia deare,

And Aeolus faire daughter Arne hight.

For whom he turnd him selfe into a Steare,

And fed on fodder, to beguile her sight.

Also to win Deucaliotis daughter bright,

He turnd him selfe into a Dolphin fayre ;

And like a winged horse he tooke his flight.

To snaky-locke Medusa to repayre,

On whom he got faire Pegasus, that flitteth in

the ayre.

Next Saturne was, (but who would euer weene.

That suUein Saturne euer weend to loue }

Yet loue is suUcin, and Saturnlike scene,

As he did for Erigone it proue,)

That to a Centaure did him selfe transmoue.

So proou'd it eke that gracious God of wine,

When for to compasse Philliras hard loue,

He turnd himselfe into a fruitfuU vine.

And into her faire bosome made his grapes

decline.

44
Long were to tell the amorous assayes,

Andgentlepangucs,withwhich hemakedmeeke
The mighty Mars, to learne hiswanton playes

:

How oft for Venus, and how often eck

For many other Nymphes he sore did shreek.

With womanish teares, and with vnwarlike

Priuily moystening his horrid cheek, [smarts,

There was he painted full of burning darts.

And many wide woundes launched through his

inner parts.

Ne did he spare (so cruell was the Fife)

His owne deare mother, (ah why should he so?)

Ne did he spare sometime to pricke himselfe,

That he might tast the sweet consuming woe,

Which he had wrought to many others moe.

But to declare the mournfuU Tragcdyes,

And spoiles, wherewith he all the ground did

strow.

More eath to number, with how many eyes

High heauen beholds sad louers nightly

theeueryes.
^

Kings Queenes, Lords Ladies, Knights and
Damzels gent

Were heap'd together with the vulgar sort,

And mingled with the raskall rablcment,

Without respect of person or of port,

To shew Dan Cupids powre and great effort

:

And round about a border was entrayld.

Of broken bowes and arrowes shiuered short.

And a long bloudy riuer through them rayld,

So liuely and so like, that liuing sence it fayld.

47
And at the vpper end of that faire ro\Miie,

There was an Altar built of pretious stone.

Of passing valew, and of great renowme,

On which there stood an Image all alone.

Of massy gold,which with his owne light shone

;

And wings it had with sundry colours dight,

More sundry colours, then the proud Pauone
Bcares in his boasted fan, or Iris bright,

When her discolourd bow she spreds through

heauen bright. q

Blindfold he was, and in his cruell fist

A mortall bow and arrowes kecne did hold,

Wilh which he shot at randon, when him list,

Some headed with sad lead, some with pure

gold;

(Ah man beware,how thou those darts behold)

A wounded Dragon vndcr him did ly.

Whose hideous tayle his left foot did enfold,

And with a shaft was shot through either eye.

That no man forth might draw, ne no man
rcmedve.
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^9
\nd vndemeath his feet was written thus,

Vnto the Victor oj the Gods this bee :

And all the people in that ample hous

Did to that image bow their humble knee,

And oft committed fowle Idolatree.

That wondrous sight faire Britomart amazed,

Ne seeing could her wonder satisfie,

But euermore and more vpon it gazed,

fhe whiles the passing brightncs her fraile

sences dazed.
5°

rho as she backward cast her busie eye,

To search each secret of that goodly sted,

Ouer the dore thus written she did spye

Be bold : she oft and oft it ouer-red,

Yet could not find what sence it figured :

But what so were therein or writ or ment,

She was no whit thereby discouraged

From prosecuting of her first intent,

[iut forward with bold steps into the next

roome went.

^luch fairer, then the former, was that roome,

And riclilier by many partes arayd :

For not with arras made in painefull loome,

But with [)ure gold it all was ouerlayd,

Wrought with wilde Antickes, which their

follies jjlayd.

In the rich metall, as they liuing were :

A thousand monstrous formes therein were

made,
Such iis false loue doth oft vpon him weare,

70X loue in thousand monstrous formes doth oft

ap[)eare.

\nd all about, thef glistring walks were hong
WitliwarlikcspoiJes.and withvictoriouspray.es.

Of mighty CoiKjuerours and Caittaines strong,

Which were whilome captiued in their dayes
Torruellloue,and wrought their ownedecayes:
Tlifir swerds and sjK-res were broke, and

haulxTcjues n nt ;

And theirproudgirlondsof tryuniphant baycs
Tnxk-n in dust with fury insoknt,

fobhcw thcvictorsmigljtandmcrcilessc intent.

53
rhe warlike Mayde iK-holding earnestly
Tlie gfKKllv ordinance f)f this ridi place,

I>id gre-.itly wonder, nc could s;itislic

ll<r greedy eyes with ga/iiig a long spare,
But more she meruaiM tli;ii no f«K)tings trace,
Nor wight apiK-ar'd, but wastrfull emptinesst-,
An<l solemne silence ouer all that place :

Slraungc thin}; it sctm'd, that none was to

fxwscssc ffulnesst..

H) rich puriieyancc, nc tlicm kcciK- with c.ire-

54
And as she lookt about, she did behold,

How ouer that same dore was likewise \\Tit,

Be bold, be bold, and euery where Be bold,

That muchshemuz'd,yet could not construe it

By any ridling skill, or commune wit.

At last she spyde at that roomes vpper end,

Another yron dore, on which was writ.

Be not too bold ; whereto though she did bend
Her earnest mind, yet wist not what it might

intend.
55

Thus she there waited vntill euentyde,

Vet liuing creature none she saw appeare :

And now sad shadowes gan the world to hyde,

From mortall vew, and wrap in darkenesse

dreare
;

Yet nould she d'off her weary armes, for feare

Of secret daunger, ne let sleepe oppresse

Iler heauy eyes with natures burdein deare,

But drew her selfe aside in sickernesse,

And her welpointed weapons did about her

drcssc.

Cant. XII.

The niaske oJ Cupid, and tKenchautUed

Chamber are displayd.

]yhence Britomart redeemesfaire

Aviorct, through charmes decayd.

I

Tho when as chearelesse Night ycoucrcd had
Faire hcauen with an vniuersall cloud.

That euery wight disniaydwilh ilarknesse sad,

In silence and in slcei>c themselues diii shroud,

She heard a shrilling Tr( inpet sound aloud,

Signe of nigh battell, or got victory ;

Nought therewith daunted was her courage
prou<l,

lUit rather stird to cniell enmity,

ExiH.'Cting eucr, when sonic foe she might descry.

2

U'iih that, an hideous stonnc of winde arose.

With dre-adfull tlnuider ;uid lightning atwixt.

And an earth-(iu;ike, as if it streight \\ouId lose

Tlu' \\orIds foundations from his cmtre Ji\t ;

\ direfull stench of Muoke ami sulphure mixt

Fnsewd, whoso novancc lild tho foarefull steil,

From tho fmirth houre of night vntill tlu-sixl ;

Yet tho iKtld Bntotifssr was nought ydre<l,

'Hjough much emmouM, but ste<lfast still i>er-

scuertd.
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All suddenly a stormy whirlwind blew

Throughout the house, that clapped euerydore,

With \\hich that yron wicket open flew,

As it with mightie leuers had bene tore :

And forth issewd, as on the ready flore

Of some Theatre, a graue personage,

That in his hand a branch of laurell bore,

With comely haueour and count'nance sage,

Yclad in costly garments, fit for tragicke Stage.

Proceeding to the midst, he still did stand,

As if in mind he somewhat had to say.

And to the vulgar beckning with his hand,

In signe of silence, as to heare a play,

By liuely actions he gan bewray
Some argument of matter passioned

;

Which doen, he backe retyred soft away.
And passing by, his name discouered.

Ease, on his robe in golden letters cyphered.

The noble Mayd, still standing all this vewd.
And merueild at his strange intendiment

;

With that a ioyous fellowship issewd

Of Minstrals, making goodly meriment,
With wanton Bardes, and Rymers impudent,
All which together sung full chearefuUy

A lay of loues delight, with sweet concent

:

After whom marcht a ioUy company,
In manner of a maske, enranged orderly.

The whiles a most delitious harmony.
In full straunge notes was sweetly heard to

sound,

That the rare sweetnesse of the melody
The feeble senses wholly did confound,

Andthefrailesouleindeepedelightnighdround:

And when it ceast, shrill trompets loud did bray

,

That their report did farre away rebound,
And when they ceast, it gan againe to play,

The whiles the maskers marched forth in trim

aray.

7
The first was Fancy, like a louely boy,

Of rare aspect, and beautie without peare
;

Matchable either to that ympe of Troy,

Wliom /(?Medidloue,and chose his cuptobeare,

Or that same daintie lad, which was so deare

To great Alcides, that when as he dyde,

He wailed womanlike with many a teare,

And eucry wood, and euery valley wyde
He fild with IlyLis name ; the Nymphes eke

Hylas cryde.

His garment neither was of silke nor say.

But painted plumes, in goodly order dight,

Like as the sunburnt Indians do aray

Their tawney bodies, in their proudest plight

:

As those same plumes, so seemd he vaine and
light,

That by his gate might easily appeare
;

For still he far'd as dauncing in delight.

And in his hand a windy fan did beare,

That in the idle aire he mou'dstillhereand there.

And him beside marcht amorous Desyre,

WhoseemdofriperyeareSjthenth'otherSwaine,

Yet was that other swayne this elders syre,

Andgauehim being,commune to themtwaine:
His garment was disguised very vaine.

And his embrodered Bonet sat awry
;

Twixt both his hands few sparkes he close did

straine,

Which still he blew, and kindled busily.

That soone they Ufe conceiu'd, and forth in

flames did fly.
•' 10

Next after him went Doubt, who was yclad

In a discolour'd cote, of straunge disguyse,

That at his backe a brode Capuccio had,

And sleeues dependant Albanese-wyse :

He lookt askew with his mistrustfull eyes.

And nicely trode, as thornes lay in his way.

Or that the flore to shrinke he did auyse,

And on a broken reed he still did stay

His feeble steps, which shrunke, when hard

theron he lay.
^ II

Withhim went Daunger,c\otWd in ragged weed,

Made of Beares skin, that him more dreadfull

made.
Yet his ouTie face was dreadfull, ne did need

Straunge horrour, to deforme his griesly shade;

A net in th'one hand, and a rustie blade

In th'other was, this Mischiefe, that Misliap ;

With th'one his foes he threatned to inuade,

With th'other he his friends ment to enwrap :

For whom he could not kill, he practizd to

entrap.
^^

Next him was Feare, all arm'd from top to toe,

Yet thought himsclfe not safe enough thereby.

But feard each shadow mouing to and fro,

And his owne armcs when glittering he did spy,

Or clashing heard, he fast away did fly.

As ashes pale of hew, and wingyheeld
;

And euermore on daunger fixt his eye,

Gainst whom he alwaies bent a brasen shield,

Which his right hand vnarmed fcarefully did

wield.

Jl
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Vith him went Hope in rancke, a handsome
Mayd,

Of chearefuU looke and louely to behold ;

In silken samite she was hght arayd,

"

And her faire lockes were wouen vp in gold ;

She alway smyld, and in her hand did hold

An holy water Sprinckle, dipt in deowe,

With which she sprinckled fauours manifold,

On whom she list, and did great liking sheowe,

ireat liking vnto many, but true loue to feowe.

Lnd after them Dissemblance, and Suspect

Marcht in one rancke, yet an vnequall paire :

For she was gentle, and of milde asjject,

Courteous to all, and seeming debonaire,

Goodly adorned, and exceeding faire :

Vet was that all but painted, and purloynd.

And her bright browes were deckt with bor-

rowed haire

:

Iler deedes were forged, and her words false

coynd,

md alwaies in her hand two clewcs of silke she

t\\ vnd.

Jut he was foule, ill fauoured, and grim,

Vnder his eyebrowes looking still askaunce
;

And eucr as Dissemblance laught on him.

He lowrd on her with daungcrous eycglaunce
;

Shewing his nature in his countenance
;

His rolling eyes did neuer rest in place.

But walkt each where, for feare of hid mis-

chauncc,

Holding a lattice still l>efore his face,

'hrough which he still did [x^cpc, as forward he

did {xice. .

next him went Crieff, anrl Fury matcht yfere
;

Griife all in sable sorrowfully clad,

Downehanginghisdull head withhcauychcrc,
Vet inly Ix-ing more, thru seeming sad :

A pairc of I'inccrs in his hand he had,

Witli wiii( h he pinrhc<l iK.-«)ple to the hart,

That from thrnccfortha wrctrhc<l life they lad,

In wilfuU Liiiguor and consuming smart,

)ying each day with inward wounds of dolours

dart.

[?ut Fury was full ill api^irc iled

III r.igs, that nake<l nigli she <ii<l a[>j>ear<',

With gluistly l«K»kes ami dreadfull drerihed
;

For from her backe her garments she did teare,

And from her head oft rent her snarled heare :

In her right hand a (irebrand sjic di«l fosse

AlxMit her head, still roming here and there
;

As a cjisrnaved iJeare in duice tml»osl,

Forgctfull of his safely, h:ith his right wny lost.

18

After them went Displeasure and Pleasance,

He looking lompish and full suUein sad.

And hanging downe his heauy countenance ;

She chearefuU fresh and full of ioyance glad.

As if no sorrow she ne felt ne drad
;

That euill matched paire they seemd to bee ;

An angry Waspe th'one in a \ iall had
Th'other in hers an hony-lady Bee ;

Thus marched these sixe couples forth in faire

degree.

After all these there marcht a most faire Dame,
Led of two grysie villeins, th'one Despight,

The other cleped Cruelly by name :

She dolefull Lady, like a dreary Spright,

Cald by strong charmes out of eternall night.

Had deathes owne image figurd in her face.

Full of sad signes, fearefuU to liuing sight
;

Vet in that horror shewd a seemcly grace,

And with her feeble feet did moue a comely pace.

20

Her brest all naked, as net iuory,

Without adorne of gold or siluer bright,

Wherewith the Craftcsman wonts it beautify,

Of her dew honour was dtspoykd quight,

And a wide wound therein (0 ruefuU sight)

Entrenched decjx? with knife accursed kcene,

Vet freshly bleeding forth her fainting spright,

(The worke of cruell hand) was to be scene.

That dyde in sanguine red her skin all snowy
cleene.

21

At that wide orifice her trembling hart

Was drawne forth, and in siluer basin layd.

Quite through transfixed with a deadly dart.

Antl in her bloud yet steeming fresh tmbayd :

And those two villeins, whichher steps vjistayd.

When her weake fecte could scarcely her sus-

tains,

And fading vitall powers gan to fade,

Her forwar<l still with torture did constrainc,

And cuermore encreastd her consuming paine.

Next after her the wiiigtd (*io<l himsclfe

("ame riding on a Lion rauinous,

T.mght to olxiy the menage of tluit Fife,

Thai man and In'ast with |M)wre imi>erious

Sulxleweth to his kingdome tyrannous :

His |)liiidf(»ld eyes he luid a while vnbind.

That his proud sinnle of that s;»me dolorous

I'.iire Dame he miglit Uhold in |Hrfect kind :

Whi(h seene, he much reioyced in his cruell

mind.
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23

Of which full proud, himselfe vp rearing hye,

He looked round about with sterne disdaine
;

And did suruay his goodly company :

And marshalling the euill ordered traine,

With that the darts which his right hand did

straine,

Full dreadfully he shooke that all did quake,

And clapt on hie his coulourd winges tvvaine,

That all his many it affraide did make :

Tho blinding him againe, his way he forth did

take.
24

Behinde him was Reproch, Repentance, Shame ;

Reproch the first, Shame next, Repent behind:

Repentance feeble, sorrowfull, and lame:

Reproch despightfull, carelesse, and vnkind
;

Shame most ill fauourd, bestiall, and blind :

Shame lowrd, Repentance sigh'd, Reproch did

scould

;

[twind,

Reproch sharpe stings, Repentance whips en-

5Aam^burningbrond-yronsinherhand did hold:
All three to each vnlike, yet all made in one

mould.
25

And after them a rude confused rout

Of persons flockt, whose names is hard to read

:

Emongst them was sterne Strife, and Anger
Vnquiet Care, and fond Vnthrijtihead, [stout,

Lewd Losse of Time, and Sorroiv seeming dead.

Inconstant Chaunge, and false Disloyaltie,

Consuming Riotise, and guilty Dread
Of heauenly vengeance, faint Infirmitie,

Vile Pouertie, and lastly Death with infamie.

26
. .

-

There were full many moe like maladies.

Whose names and natures I note readen well

;

So many moe, as there be phantasies

In wauering wemens wit, that none can tell,

Or paines in loue, or punishments in hell

;

All which disguized marcht in masking wise,

About the chamber with that Damozell,
And then returned, hauing marched thrise.

Into the inner roome, from whence they first did

rise.

27
So soone as they were in, the dore streight way
Fast locked, driuen with that stormy blast.

Which first it opened ; and bore all away.
Then the braue Maid, which all this while was

plast

In secret shade, and saw both first and last,

Issewed forth, and went vnto the dore,

To enter in, but found it locked fast

:

It vaine she thought with rigorous vprore
For to efforce,when charmes had closed it afore.

28

Where force might not auaile, there sleights and
art

She cast to vse, both fit for hard emprize
;

For thy from that same roome not to depart
Till morrow next, she did her selfe auize,

WTien that same Maskeagaine should forth arize-

The morrow next appeard with ioyous cheare.

Calling men to their daily exercize,

Then she, as morrow fresh, her selfe did reare

Out of her secret stand, that day for to out

weare.
29

All that day she outwore in wandering.
And gazing on that Chambers ornament,
Till that againe the second euening
Her couered with her sable vestiment.

Wherewith the worlds faire beautie she hath
blent

:

Then when the second watch was almost past.

That brasen dore flew open, and in went
Bold Britomart, as she had late forecast.

Neither of idle shewes, nor of false charmes
aghast.

30
So soone as she was entred, round about
She cast her eies, to see what was become
Of all those persons, which she saw without

:

But lo, they streight were van isht all and some,
Ne liuing wight she saw in all that roome,
Saue thatsame woefull Ladie ,both whose hands
Were bounden fast, that did her ill become.
And her small wastgirt round with yron bands,

V'nto a brasen pillour, by the which she stands.

And her before the vile Enchaunter sate,

Figuring straunge characters of his art,

With liuing bloud he those characters wrate,

Dreadfully dropping from her dying hart,

Seeming transfixed with a cruell dart,

And all perforce to make her him to loue.

Ah who can loue the worker of her smart ?

A thousand charmes he formerly did proue
;

Yet thousand charmes could not her stedfast

heart remoue.
32

Soone as that virgin knight he saw in place,

His wicked bookes in hast he ouerthrew,

Not caring his long labours to deface.

And fiercely ronning to that Lady trew,

A murdrous knife out of his pocket drew,
The which he thought, for villcinous despight.

In her tormented bodie to embrew :

But the stout Damzell to him leaping light,

His cursed hand withlield, and maistered his

miijht.
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2,i

om her, to whom his fury first he ment,

he wicked weapon rashly he did wrest,

.nd turning to her selfe his fell intent,

'nwares it strooke into her snowie chest,

'hat little drops empurpled her faire brest.

Exceeding wroth therewith the virgin grew,

•Ibe the wound were nothing decpe imprest,

jid fiercely forth her mortall blade she drew,

igiuehini the reward forsuch vile outrage dew.

34.
mightily she smote him, that to ground

[e fell halfe dead ; next stroke him should

haue slaine,

lad not the Lady, which by him stood bound,
)ernely vnto her called to abstaine,

'rom doing him to dy. For else her paine

hould be remedilesse, sith none but hee,

^'hichwrought it,could the same recureagaine.
Iierewith she staydherhand, lothstaydtobee;

»r life she him enuyde, and long'd reuenge to

see.

id to him said, Thou wicked man, whose meed
'or so huge mischicfc, and vile vilUuiy

s death, or if that ought do death exceed,

ie sure, that nought maysaue thee from to dy,

Jut if that thou this Dame doe presently

Restore vnto her health, and former state
;

Ills doe and Hue, else die vndoubttdly.

le gUd of life, that lookt for death but late,

d yield himself >; right wilUng to prolong his

date. ^

id rising vp, gan strcight to ouerlooke
'hf>se cursed Icaues, his charmes backe to

reuerse
;

"uU dreudfuil things out of that bak-full booke
le red, and measur'd many a sad verse,

'hat horror gan the virgins hart to {h-Tsc,

Uid her faire locks vp stared stiffc on end,
Ic-aring him those s;unc bloufly lines reherse

;

\.\\f\ all the while he red, she did extend
LT sword high oucr him, if ought he did offend.

.
37

non she gan |>t.rrtiue the house to (juake,

^nd all the clons to rattle round alwtut
;

r'ct all that did not her flismaied make,
s'or slacke her ihreatfull hand {or daurjgcrs

(lout,

iut still with stcdfxst eye and courage stout
MxKJe, to Wert what end would come of all.

\\. lavt that migliti'- cliaitie, whit li rouii<l alnuit

ler tender w.-LStc was wound, adownc g:in fall,

lid that great brasen pillour broke in iK-ecrs

•mall.

3S

The cruell Steele, which thrild her dying hart,

Fell softly forth, as of his owne accord.

And the wyde wound, which lately did dispart

Her bleeding brest, and riuen bowels gor'd,

Was closed vp, as it had not bene bor'd,

And euery part to safety full sound.

As she were neuer hurt, was soone restor'd

:

Tho when she felt her selfe to be vnbound,
i And perfect hole, prostrate she fell \Tito the

ground.

39
Before faire Brttmnart, she fell prostrate,

Saying, Ah noble knight, what worthy meed
Can wretched Lady, quit from wofuU state.

Yield you in liew of this your gratious deed ?

Your vertue selfe her owne reward shall breed,

Euen immortall praise, and glory wyde,
Which I your vassall, by your prowesse freed,

Shall through the world make to be notifyde,

And goodly well aduance, that goodly well was
tryde.

40
But Britoinart vprearing her from ground,

Said, Gentle Dame, reward enough I wcene
For many labours more, then I haue found,

This, that in Siifety now I haue you seene,

And meane of your deliuerance haue beene :

Henceforth faire Lady comfort to you take,

And put away remembrance of late tcene ;

In stead thereof know, that your louing Make,
Hath no lessegriefeendured for your gentle sake.

41

She much was chcard to heare him mentiond,

Whom of all lining wigiits she loucd best.

Then laid the noble Cham|>ionessc strong hond
Vpon th'enciiaunter. which had her ilistrest

So sore, and with foule outr;igtS oj>prest :

With that great diaine. when with not long ygo
He IkiuiuI that pitttous I^ily pri>oner, now

relest.

Iliinselfe she bound, more worthy to l)C so,

.\iid captiue with her led to w relchedne&se and
wo.

42
Returning backe, those goodly r(H>mcs, which

erst

She saw so rich and rovallv arayd.

Now vatiisht vtterly. and ( leane subuerst

l^he found, and all their glorv (juito de(ay»l,

That sight of sticharh.iungehernuM hdismayd.
Thence forth descending tolluit perlouslV»rih,

Those dreadfull llanus she also found delayd,

.\nd (|ucnched (|uile, like a consumed torch.

That erst all entrers wont s») cruellv to scorch.
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More easie issew now, then entrance late

She found: for now that fained dreadful! flame,

\Yhich chokt the porch of that enchaunted gate.

And passage bard to all, that thither came.

Was vanisht quite, as it were not the same,

And gaue her leaue at pleasure forth to passe.

Th'Enchaunter selfe, which all that fraud did

frame,

To haue efforst the loue of that faire lasse,

Seeingliisworkenowwasteddeepeengrieued was.

44
But when the victoresse arriued there,

Where late she left the pensife Scudamore,
With her owne trusty Squire, both full of

feare,

Neither of them she found whereshe them lore

:

Thereat her noble hart was stonisht sore
;

But most faire Anwret, whose gentle spright

Now gan to feede on hope, which she before

Conceiued had, to see her owne deare knight,

Being thereof beguyld was fild withnew affright.

45
But he sad man, when he had long in drede

Awayted there for Brilomarls returne,

Yet saw her not nor signe of her good speed,

His expectation to despaire did turne,

^lisdeeming sure that her those flames did burne

;

And therefore gan aduize with her old Squire,

Who her deare nourslings losse no lesse did mourne.
Thence to depart for further aide t'enquire :

Where let them wend at will, whilest here I doe respire.

Stanzas 43-45 ivere first inserted in the 1596 quarto, displacing the following stanzas which

concluded Book III in the first edition.

At last slje came vnto the place, where late

She left Sir Sciidamour'xn great distresse,

Twixt dolour and despight halfe desperate,
Of his loues succour, of his owne redresse,
And of the hardie Britomarts successe :

There on the cold earth him now thrown she found,
In wilfull anguish, and dead heauinesse,
And to him cald ; whose voices knowen sound
Soon as he heard, himself he reared light from

ground.

There did he see, that most on earth htm ioj-d,

His dearest loue, the comfort of his dayes,
Whose too long absence him had sore annoyd,
And wearied his life with dull delayes

:

Straight he vpstarted from the loathed layes,
And to her ran with hasty egernesse,
Like as a Deare, that greedily emi)ayes
In the coole soile, after long thirst ine'sse,
Which he in chace endured hath, now nigh breath-

lesse.

Lightly he dipt her twixt his armes twaine,
And streightly did embrace her body bright,

Her body, late the prison of sad paine,
Now the sweet lodge of loue and deare delight

:

But she faire Lad}' ouercommen quight J
Of huge affection, did in pleasure melt,

^And in sweete rauishment pourd out her spright

:

No word they spake, nor earthly thing they felt,

But like two senceles stocks in long embracement
dwelt.

Had ye them seene, ye would haue surelv thought.

That they had beene that faire Hermaphrodile,
Which that rich Rotnane o^ \\\\\\.^ marble wrought,

And in his costlv Bath causd to bee site :

So seemd those two. as growne together quite,

That Briiontart halfe enuying their blesse.

Was mucii empassiond in her gentle sprite,

And to her selle oft wisht like happinesse,
^

In vaine she wisht, that fate n'ould let her yet

possesse.

Thus doe those louers with sweet counteruayle,
Each other of loues bitter fruit despoile.

But now my teme begins to faint and fayle,

All woxeii weary of their iournall toyle

:

Therefore I will their sweatie yokes assoyle
At this same furrowes end, till a new day :

And ye faire Swayns, after your long turmoyle.
Now cease your worke, and at your pleasure play;
Now cease your worke ; to morrow is an holy day.
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le rugged forhead that with praue foresight

if^elds Icingdomes causes, and affaires of state,

ly looser rimes (I wote) doth sharply wite,

or praising loue, as I hauc done of late,

knd magnifying louers dcare debute
;

ty which fraile youth is oft to follie led,

"hrough false allurement of tliat pleasing

baite,

lut better were in vertucs disciplcd,

len with vaine (xximcs weeds to liaue their

fancies fed.

2

ich ones ill iudge of louc, that cannot loue,

I'e in their frosen hearts feele kindly llanie :

'or thy they ought not tiling vnknownc
reprouc,

Ic naturall affection faultlesse blunc,
*or fault of few tluit hauc abus<l the same,
'or it of h(»nc)r an<l all vcrlue is

Tie rcHjte, and brings forth glorious tlowres

of fame,

Iviit rrowiie true louers with itnmortall blis,

ic riH-cd of them that loue, and do not line

onussc.

Which who so list looke backc to former ages,

And call to count the things that then were

donne,

Shall find, that all the workes of those wise

sages,

And braue exploits which great Heroes wonne,

In louc were either ended or begunne :

Witnessc the lather of Thilosophie,

Which to his Crilias, slude<l oft from sunne,

Of loue full manie k-ssons diil apply.

The which tiiese Stoicke censours cannot well

deny.

4
To such therefore I do not sing at all,

But to that sacred Saint my soucraignc

Queene,
In whose chast breast all bountie naturall,

.And treasures of truu loue cnlocked l)cene,

Hoiie all her sexe that «'uer yet was scene
;

To her I sing of loue. that Inneth In'St,

;\iul best is l»)uM (tf all aliue 1 wtene

:

To her this song most fitly is a«lt.lrist,

The (^hiecne of louc, and I'rince of jxiiCC from

hcaucn blest.
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Which that she may the better deigne to heare,

Do thou dred infant, Venus dearling doue,

From her high spirit chase imperious feare,

And vse of awfull Maiestie romoue :

In sted thereof with drops of melting loue,

Deawd with ambrosiall kisses, by thee gotten

From thy sweete smyUng mother from aboue,

Sprinckle herheart,andhaughtiecouragesoften,

That she may hearke to loue, and reade this

lesson often.

Cant I.

Fayre Brilotnart saues Amoret,

Duessa discord hreedes

Twixt Scudamour and Blandamour

:

Their Jight and warlike deedes.

I

Of louers sad calamities of old,

Full many piteous stories doe remaine,

But none more piteous euer was ytold,

Then that of Amoreis hart-binding chaine.

And this of Florimels vnworthie paine :

The deare compassion of whose bitter fit

My softened heart so sorely doth constraine.

That I with teares full oft doe pittie it,

And oftentimes doe wish it neuer had bene writ.

For from the time that Scudamour her bought

In perilous fight, she neuer ioyed day,

A perilous fight when he with force her brought

From twentie Knights, that did him all assay :

Yet fairely well he did them all dismay :

And with great glorie both the shield of loue.

And eke the Ladie selfe he brought away.

Whom hauing wedded as did him behoue,

A new vnknowen mischiefe did from him re-

moue.

3
For that same vile Enchauntour Busyran,

The very selfe same day that she was wedded,
Amidst the bridale feast, wb.ilest euery man
Surcharg'd with wine, were heedlesse and ill

hedded.

All bent to mirth before the bride was bedded,

Brought in that mask of loue which late was
showen :

And there the Ladie ill of friends besteddcd,

By way of sport, as oft in maskes is knowen,
Conueyed quite away to liuing wight vnknowen.

Seuen moneths he so her kept in bitter smart,

Because his sinfuU lust she would not serue,

Vntill such time as noble Brilotnart

Released her, that else was like to sterue.

Through cruell knife that her deare heart did

kerue. |
And now she is with her vpon the way, f
Marching in louely wise, that could deserue

No spot of blame, though spite did oft assay

To blot her with dishonor of so faire a pray.

Yet should it be a pleasant tale, to tell

The diuerse vsage and demeanure daint,

That each to other made, as oft befell.

For Amoret right fearefuU was and faint,

Lest she with blame her honor should attaint, .

That euerie word did tremble as she spake, i

And euerie looke was coy,and wondrous quaint, i

And euerie limbe that touched her did quake : '

Yet could she not but curteous countenance to

her make. ;

6
. .

'
For well she wist, as true it was indeed,

That her Hues Lord and patrone of her health

Right well deserued as his duefull meed.
Her loue, her seruice, and her vtmost wealth.

All is his iustly, that all freely dealth : m
Nathlesse her honor dearer then her life, «
Shesoughttosaue,asthingreseru'dfromstealth;

Die had she leuer with Enchanters knife.

Then to be false in loue, profest a virgine wife.

Thereto her feare was made so much the greater _
j

Through fine abusion of that Briton mayd :
]

Who for to hide her fained sex the better.

And maske her wounded mind, both did and
sayd

Full many things so doubtfull to be wayd.

That well she wist not what by them to gesse,

For other whiles^ to her she purpos made
Of loue, and otherwhiles of lustfulnesse.

That much she feard his mind would grow to

some excesse.

Ilis will she feard ; for him she surely thought

To be a man, such as indeed he seemed,

And much the more, by that he lately wrought,

When her from deadly thraldome he redeemed,

For which no seruice she too much esteemed.

Yet dreadof shame,and doubt of fowle dishonor

Madchernotyeeldsomuch,asdueshedeemed.
Yet Britomart attended duly on her.

As wellbecame a knight,and did toher all honor.

!i
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t so befell one euening, that they came
V'nto a Castell, lodged there to bee,

^Vhere many a knight ,and many a louelyDame
^Vas then assembled, deeds of armes to see :

\mongst all which was none more faire then

shee,

rhat many of them mou'd to eye her sore.

rhe custome of that place was such, that hee

kVhich had no loue nor lemman there in store,

[lould either winne him one, or lye without

the dore.
lo

mongst the rest there was a iolly knight,

kVho being asked for his loue, auow'd
rhat fairest Amoret was his by right,

\nd offred that to iustifie alowd.

rhe warlike virgine seeing his so prowd
\.nd boastfull chalenge, wexed inlie wroth.

But for the present did her anger shrowd
;

\nd sayd, her loue to lose she was full loth,

ut either he should neither of them haue, or

both.

) foorth they went, and both together giusted
;

But tluitsameyounker soone was ouerthrowne,
\nd made repent, that he had rashly lusted

For thing vnlawfull, that was not his owne :

it'etsince beseemed valiant, though vnknowne,
she that no lesse was courteous then stout,

?ast how tosaluc,that both thecustomeshowne
A'cre kept,and yet that Knight not locked out,

hat secm'd full hard t 'accord two things so

far in dout.
12

he Sencschall was cal'd to dceme the right,

\\'\\«m she rcquir'd, that first fayre Aviord
flight Ixj to her allow'd, as to a Knight,
riiat did her win and free from cluilcngc set

:

A'liich straight to her was yccMcd without let.

riurj since that strange Knights loue from
hitn Wiis {|uitted,

she claimM that to her sclfi', as Ladies det,

rte as a Knight might iustly Ix; admitted
;

3 none should be out shut, sith all of loucs

were fitted.

(*ith tlut her glistring helmet she vnlaccd
;

^Vhich (loft, her golden lockes, that were vp
Ixnind

still in a knot, vnto her lietlt-s downe traa-d,

\nd like a silken veilt- in ounpassc roiuid

rXUmt hcT JKuki- and all her iMxiic wouiul :

is the shilling skic in sunuui-rs night,

'Jnifthfdavrswiilistorchiiiglu-.itaUuind,

L-j tre.isfcil all with lines of firic liglit,

hat if prfxligious scetiies in (((innion |K«>pKs

sight.

14
Such when those Knights and Ladies all about
Beheld her, all were with amazement smit.

And euery one gan grow in secret dout
Of this and tliat, according to each wit

:

Some thought tliat some encliantment favgned

^ it

;

Some, that Bellona in that warlike wise

To them appear'd, with shield and armour fit

;

Some, that it was a maske of strange disguise :

Sodiuersely each one did sundrie doubts deuise.

.15
But that young Knight, which through her

gentle deed
Was to that goodly fellowship restor'd.

Ten thousand thankes did yeeld her lor her

meed,
And doubly ouercommen, her ador'd :

So did they all their former strife accord ;

And eke fayre Amoret now freed from feare,

More franke affection did to her afford,

And to her bed, which she was wont forbeare,

Now freely drew, and found right safe assurance

theare. ^16

Whereall that night theyof their louesdid treat,

.\nd hard aduenturcs twixt thcmselues alone,

That each the other gan with jiassion great,

And griefuU jnttie priuately i)cmonc.

The morow next so soone as Tilan shone.

They both vprose.and to theirwaics them dight:

Long wandrcd they, yet neuer met with none,

Tliat to their willes could them direct aright,

Or to them tydings tell, tliat mote their harts

delight.

Lo thus they rode, till at the last they spide

Twoarmed Knights, that toward them did {XIce,

.'\nd erh of them had rvding by his side

.\ Ladie. seeming in so farre a sjMice.

But Ladies none they were, albcc in face

And outward shew faire semblance tliey did

beare ;

For vnder maske of beautie and good grace.

Vile treason and fowle falsiioo<l hidden were,

That mote to none but lolhewariewisea|'peare.

iS

The one of them the false Ducssa hight.

That now had ehang'd her fornur wonted hew:

For she could d'on so nianie sha|KS in sight,

As evier could Caineleou colours new ;

.^o couM she forge all colours. s;iue the trcw.

Tlie other no whit U-tter was then shee.

Hut that such as she was. she plaine did shew
;

Vet otherwise much worse, if worse nught Iky,

.\nd dayly niorc oflcnsiuc vnto each degree.
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19

Her name was Ale, mother of debate,

And all dissention, which doth dayly grow

Amongst fraile men, that many a publike state

And many a priuate oft doth ouerthrow.

Her false Duessa who full well did know,

To be most fit to trouble noble knights,

Which hunt for honor, raised from below.

Out of the dwellings of the damned sprights,

\Miere she in darknes wastes her cursed daies

and nights.
^o

Hard by the gates of hell her dwelling is,

There whereas all the plagues and harmes

abound,
\\Tiich punish wicked men, that walke amisse :

It is a darksome delue farre \Tider ground.

With thornes and barren brakes enuirond

round,

That none the same may easily out win ;

Yet many waies to enter may be found,

But none to issue forth when one is in :

For discord harder is to end then to begin.

21

And all within the riuen walls were hung
With ragged monuments of times forepast,

All which the sad efifects of discord sung :

There were rentrobes,andbrokensceptersplast,

Altars defyl'd, and holy things defast,

Disshiuered speares, and shields ytorne in

twaine,

Great cities ransackt, and strong castles rast,

Nations captiued, and huge armies slaine :

Of all which ruines there some relicks did

remame.
22

There was the signe of antique Babylon,

Of fatall Thebes, of Rome that raigned long.

Of sacred Salem, and sad Ilion,

For memorie of which on high there hong
The golden Apple, cause of all their wrong,

For which the three faire Goddesses did striue :

There also was the name of Nimrod strong.

Of Alexander, and his Princes liue,

Which shar'd to them the spoiles that he had
got aliue.6

23
And there the relicks of the drunken fray.

The which amongst the Lapithees befell.

And of the bloodie feast, which sent away
So many Centanres drunken soules to hell,

That vnder great Alcides furie fell :

And of the clreadfuU discord, which did driue

Tlie noble Argonauts to outrage fell.

That each of life sought others to dcpriue.

All mindlesse of the Golden fleece, which made
them striue.

24
And eke of priuate persons many moe,
That were too long a worke to count them all

;

Some of sworne friends, that did their faith

forgoe
;

Some of borne brethren, prov'd vnnaturall

;

Some of deare louers, foes perpetuall

:

Witnesse their broken bandes there tobeseene,

Their girlonds rent, their bowresdespoyled all;

The moniments whereof there byding beene,

As plaine as at the first, when they were fresh

and greene.
25

_

Such was her house within ; but all without,

The barren ground was full of wicked weedes,

^^^lich she her selfe had sowen all about,

Now growen great, at first of little seedes,

Theseedes of euill wordes, and factious deedes

;

Wliich when to ripenesse due they growen arre,

Bring foorth an infinite increase, that breedes

Tumultuous trouble and contentious iarre,

The which most often end in bloudshed and
in warre.

26

And those same cursed seedes doe also serue

To her for bread, and yeeld her lining food :

For life it is to her, when others sterue

Throughmischieuousdebate,and deadly feood,

That she may sucke their life, and drinke their

blood.

Withwhichshefromher childhoodhadbene fed.

For she at first was borne of hellish brood,

And by infernall furies nourished,

That by her monstrous shape might easily

be red.
27

Her face most fowle and filthy was to see,

With squinted eyes contrarie wayes intended,

And loathly mouth, vnmeete a mouth to bee,

That noughtbut gallandvenim comprehended,
And wicked wordes that God andman offended:

Her lying tongue was in two parts diuided.

And both the parts did speake, and both

contended
;

And as her tongue, so was her hart discided.

That neuer thoght one tiling, but doubly stil

was guided. „

Als as she double spake, so heard she double.

With matchlcsse cares deformed and distort,

Fild with false rumors and seditious trouble,

Bred in assemblies of the vulgar sort.

That still are led with euery light report.

And as her eares so eke her feet were odde,

And much vnlike, th'one long, the other short,

And both misplast ; that when th'one for-

ward yode,

The other backe retired, and contrarie trode.
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^9
kewise vnequall were her handes twaine,

"hat one did reach, the other pusht away,
'hat one did make, the other mard ag^ine,

ind sought to bring all things vnto decay
;

VTiereby great riches gathered manie a day,

he in short space did often bring to nought,

jid their possessours often did dismay.

or all her studie was and all her thought,

)w she might ouerthrow the things that Con-

cord wrought.

.3°

much her malice did her might surpas,

hat euen th'Almightie selfe she did maligne,

tecause to man so mercifuU he was,

>nd vnto all his creatures so benigne,

ith she her selfe was of his grace indigne :

'or all this worlds faire workmanship she tride,

'nto his last confusion to bring,

.nd that great golden chaine quite to diuide,

ith which it blessed Concord hath together

tide.

3}
ch was that hag, which vnth Diiessa roade,

.nd scruing her in her malitious vse,
'0 hurt good knights.was as it were her baude,
o sell her borrowed beautie to abuse,

'or though like withered tree, that wanteth
iuyce,

he old and crooked were, yet now of late,

•s fresh and fragrant as the floure deluce

he was become, by chaunge of her estate,

id made full goodly ioyance to her new found
mate

,32
)X mate he was a iollie youthfull knight,

liat lx»rc great sway in armcs antl chiualric,

nd was indeed a man of mickle might

:

lis name was lilutulamour, that did descric

lis fickle mind full ui inconstancic.

,nd now himstlfc he lilted had right well,

Mth two companions of like (|ualitif,

aitlilesse iJtussn, arifl false I'lriihll,

lut whether were more f.ilsc, full hard it is

to tell.

)w when this gallant with his goodly crew,
"rotn farrc c*ipide the f.imous Britownrt,

jkc knight aflu«*ntiirf)ns in outw.ird vew,
ii'ilh his f.iire paragon, his ron«|u<sts part,

f'p'-'KliifiM nigh. iftsfKines his wanton hart
I with delight, .'irid icsting sayd

;

ir Piiridcl, for your flrs,-irt,

'ooij liickc presents you with yond lonely
mavd,

•r pitic that ye want a fellriw for your nyd.

.34
By that the louely paire drew nigh to hond :

Whom when as Paridcl more plaine beheld,

Albee in heart he like affection fond.

Yet mindful! how he late by one was feld.

That did those armes and that same scutchion
weld,

He had small lust to buy his loue so deare,

But answerd, Sir him wise I neuer held,

That hauing once escaped perill neare.

Would afterwards afresh the sleeping euillreare.

This knight toolate his manhoodand hismight,
I did assay, that me right dearely cost,

Xe list I for reuenge prouoke new fight,

Xe for light Ladies loue, that soone is lost.

The hot-spurre youth so scorning to be crost,

Take then to you thisDame of mine (quoth hee)
And I without your {x^rill or your cost.

Will chalenge yond same other for my fee :

So forth he fiercely prickt, tlrnt one him scarce

could see.

36
The warlike Britonesse her soone addnst,
And with such vncouth welcome did receaue

Her fayned Paramour, her forced guest.

That being forst his saddle soone to k^ue,
Him selfe he did of his new loue deceaue :

Anfl made him selfe thcnsanif^le of his foUie.

Which done, she passed forth not taking Icaue,

.\nd left him now as sad. as whilome iollie.

Well warned to beware with whom he dar'd

to daUie.

37
\Miich when his other companie beheld.

They to his succour ran with readie ayd :

/\nd finding him vnable once to weld,

They reared him on horschacke. and vpstavd,
Till on his way they luid him forth coiniavd :

.\nd all the way with wondrous griefe of nivnd,

.And shanic, he i?la-w«l him selfe to Ix' dismavd,
More for the loue which he had Kft behynd,

Then that which he had to Sir Paridd resynd.

.

3>^

Nathlessc he forth did march well ns he niight,

,\nd made gofnl stmbl.uuv to his ((uniKMiie,

I)iss<.-inl)Iing liis (iis<'as(> and iiiill plight
;

Till that ere long thfV chaniunl to esjiie

Two (tther knights, that towards tht-m {li<! ply

With SjK'cdie course, ns bent to charge ihim
new.

Whf»tn wlu'n ns lUiiudiimour nppr«vhinj» nie,

I'orreiuM t(» l>c such as they s<Tmd in vow,

He was full wo, an<l gan his fonncr grirfcrciKW.
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39
For th'one of them he perfectly descride,

To be Sir Scudamour, by that he bore

The God of loue, with wings displayed wide,

Whom mortally he hated euermore,

Both for his worth, that all men did adore,

And eke because his loue he wonne by right

:

Which when he thought, it grieued him full

sore,

That through the bruses of his former fight,

He now vnable was to wreake his old despight.

40
For thy he thus to Paridel bespake,

Faire Sir, of friendship let me now you pray.

That as I late aduentured for your sake.

The hurts whereof me now from battell stay.

Ye will me now with like good turne repay.

And iustifie my cause on yonder knight.

Ah Sir (said Paridel) do not dismay
Your selfe for this, my selfe will for you fight,

As ye haue done for me : the left liand rubs

the right.

With that he put his spurres \Tito his steed,

With speare in rest, and toward him did fare,

Like shaft out of a bow preuenting speed.

But Scudaniour was shortly well aware
Of his approch, and gan him selfe prepare

Him to receiue with entertainment meete.

So furiously they met, that either bare

The other downe vnder their horses feete.

That what of them became, themselues did

scarsly weete.

42
As when two billowes in the Irish so\\'ndes,

Forcibly driuen with contrarie tydes

Do meete together, each abacke rebowndes
With roaring rage ; and dashing on all sides.

That filleth all the sea with fome, diuydcs

The doubtfuU current into diuers wayes :

So fell those two in spight of both their prydes.

But Scudanwur himsclfe did soone V[)rayse,

And mounting light his foe for lying long

vpbrayes.

43
WTio rolled on an heape lay still in swound.
All carelesse of his taunt and bitter rayle

Till that the rest him seeing lie on ground,

Ran hastily, to wccte what did him ayle.

Where finding that the breath gan him tofayle,

With busie care they stroue him to awake,
And doft his helmet, and vndid his mayle :

So much they did, that at the last they brake
His slomber, yet so mazed, that he nothing

spake.

44
Which when as Blandamour beheld, he sayd.

False faitour Scudamour, that hast by slight

And foule aduantage thisgood Knightdismayd,
A Knight much better then thy selfe behight,

Well falles it thee that I am not in plight

Thisday, towreake thedammageby theedonne:
Such is thy wont, that still when any Knight
Is weakned, then thou doest him ouerronne

:

So hast thou to thy selfe false honour often

wonne.

He little answer'd, but in manly heart

His mightie indignation did forbeare.

Which was not yet so secret, but some part

Thereof did in his frouning face appeare :

Like as a gloomie cloud, tlie which doth beare

An hideous storme, is by the Northerne blast

Quite ouerblowne,yet doth not passe so cleare,

But that it all the skie doth ouercast

With darknes dred, and threatens all the world

to wast.
^g

Ah gentle knight, then false Duessa sayd,

Why do ye striue for Ladies loue so sore.

Whose chiefe desire is loue and friendly aid

Mongst gentle Knights to nourish euermore?

Ne be ye \\Toth Sir Scudamour therefore,

That she your loue list loue another knight,

Ne do your selfe dislike a whit the more
;

For Loue is free, and led with selfe delight.

Xe will enforced be with maisterdome or might.

^?
So false Duessa, but vile Ate thus ;

Both foolish knights, I can but laugh at both,

That striue and storme with stirre outrageous,.

For her that each of you alike doth loth.

And loues another, with whom now she goth

In louely wise, and slcepes, and sports, and

playes ;

Whilest both you here with many a cursed oth,

Sweare she is yours,andstirrevpbloudiefrayes,

To win a willow bough, whilest other weares

the bayes.
^

\\\e hag (sayd Scudamour) why dost thou lye ?

And falsly seekst a vertuous wight to shame ?

Fond knight (sayd she) the thing that with

this eye

I saw, why should I doubt to tell the same ?

Then tell (quoth Blandamour) and feare no

blame,

Tell what thou saw 'st , maulgre \^ ho so i t heares.

I saw (quoth she) a stranger knight, whose name
I wote not well, but in his shield he beares

(That well I wote) the heads of many broken

speares.

i
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•^9

,w him haue your Amorel at will,

aw him kisse, I saw him her embrace,

aw him sleepe with her all night his fill,

I manie nights, and manie by in place,

lat present were to testifie the case.

hich when as Scitdamoiir did heare, his heart

as thrild withinward griefe, as when in chace

le Parthian strikes a stag withshiuering dart,

: beast astonisht stands in middest of his

smart.

Jtood Sir Scudanioiir, when this he heard,

; word he had to speake for great dismay,

It lookt on Glance grim, who woxe afeard

outrage for the words, which she heard say,

bee vntrue she wist them by assay,

it Blandamour, whenas he did espie

s chaunge of cheere, that anguish did bewray,

I woxe full blithe, as he had got thereby,

i gan thereat to triumph without victorie.

51

recreant (sayd he) the fruitlesse end
thyvaineboast,andspoilcoflouemisgotten,

hereby the name of knight-hood thou dost

shcnd,

id all true louers with dishonor blotten,

I things not rooted well, will soone be rotten.

r fy false knight (then false Duessa crydc)

iworthy life that louc with guile hast gotten,

: thou, where eucr thou do go or ryde,

ithcd of ladies all, and of all knights defyde.

52
t Scudamoiir for passing great despight

aid not to answer, scarcely did refraiiie,

Jt that in all those knights and ladies sight,

e for reucngc luid guilt lesse Glance slainc :

Jt being past, he thus l)fgan ainaine
;

ilse traitour scjuire, false squire, of falsest

knight, [abstaine,

liy doth mine hand from thine auenge
"hose Lord hath done my loue this foule

despight ?

ly <\n I not it wrcake, on thee now in my
miL'ht ?

icourteous, disloyall lirilotnarl,

ntrue to Gfxl, and vnto mati vniust,

hat vengeance due ran e«|uall thy dcsart,

liat hast with shaiiicfiill s|)<)t of sinfull lust

'•fll'd the pledge eoiiilllitted to tllV trust .-'

Iv sli;mie and endlessc infamy
' tliv name with foule rej iroaches rust,

ct thou false S<juire his fault shall deareaby,
d with thy punislunent his |n.iuu»ce sluill

supply.

54
The aged Dame him seeing so enraged,

\Vasdeadwithfeare,nathlesseasneederequired,

His flaming furie sought to haue assuaged

With sober words, that sufferance desired,

Till time the tryall of her truth expyred :

And euermore sought Britomart to cleare.

But he the more with furious rage was fyred.

And thrise his hand to kill her did vpreare.

And thrise he drew it backe : so did at last

forbeare.

Cant. 11.

Blandamour winnesfalse Florimell,

Paridelljor her striueSt

They are accorded : Agape

doth lengthen her sonnes Hues.

I

Firebrand of hell first tynd in Phlegeton,

Bythousandfuries,andfromthenceoutthrowen

Into this world, to worke confusion.

And set it all on fire by force vnknowen,

Is wicked discord, whose small sparkes once

blowen
None but a God or godlike man can slake

;

SuchaswasOr/'//t';<5.thatwhcnstrilcwasgrow(.n

Amongst thoscfamousympesofGrcece.did take

His siluer Ilarpe in hand, and shortly friends

them make.
2

Or such as tliat celestiall Psiilmist was,

That when thewickedfeeiulhis Lord tormented.

With heauenly notes, that did all other jxis,

The outrage of his furious lit relented.

SuchMusickeiswisewordswithtimeconccntcd,

To moderate stifle minds, disjK)sd to striue :

Such as that |)ru(lent Romane well inuentcd.

What time his |)eoitle into partes did riue.

Them reconcyld ;igame, and to their homes did

driue.

3
Such vs'd wise Ghuue to that wrathfull knight.

To calmc the temiK-sl of his Iroubleil thought :

\\Xlihiudiwwur\\\\\\ terniesof foule despight,

And l\irid('ll her scorn<l, anti set at nouglil.

As old and crooked and not giKxl for ought.

n<»th thev vnwise, antl warelessc of the euill.

'I ImI by theniseluesvntothemselm-si-' wrought.

Through th.it f.ihe witth, and that foule aged

drcuill,

The one a fccnd, the other an incarnate dcuill.
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With whom as they thus rode accompanide,

They were encountred of a lustie Knight,

That had a goodly Ladie by his side,

To whom he made great daUiance and delight.

It was to weete the bold Sir Fenangh hight,

He that from Braggadocchio whilome reft

The snowy Florimell, whose beaulie bright

Made him seeme happie for so glorious theft

;

Yet was it in due triall but a wandring weft.

Wliich when as Blandamoiir, whose fancie light

Was alwaies flitting as the wauering wind.

After each beautie, that appeard in sight.

Beheld, eftsooncs it prickt his wanton mind
With sting of lust, that reasons eye did blind,

That to Sir Paridell these words he sent

;

Sir knight why ride ye dumpish thus behind,

Since so good fortune doth to you present

So fayrea spoyle, tomake you ioyous meriment?

But Paridell that had too late a tryall

Of the bad issue of his counsell vaine,

List not to hearkc,but made this faire denyall

;

Last turne was mine, w-ell proued to my paine.

This now be yours, God send you better gaine.

WTiose scoffed wordo he taking halfe in scorne,

Fiercely forth prickt his steed as in disdaine,

Against that Knight, ere he him well could

tome

!

By meanes whereof he hath him lightly ouer-

borne.

7
Wlio with the sudden stroke astonisht sore,

Vpon the ground a while in slomber lay
;

The whiles his loue away the other bore.

And shewing her, did Paridell vpbray
;

Lo sluggish Knight the victors happie prav :

So fortune friends the bold : whom Paridell

Seeing so faire indeede, as he did sav,

His hart with secret enuie gan to swell.

And inlygrudge at him, that he had sped so well.

8
Nathlesse proud man himselfe the other deemed,
Hauing so peerelesse paragon vgot

:

For sure the fayrest Florimell him seemed,
To him was fallen for his happie lot.

Whose like aliue on earth he weened not

:

Tliercfore he her did court, did seruc,did wooc.
With luimblcst suit tliat he imagine mot.
And all things did deuise,and all things dooe,

That might her loue prepare, and liking win
theretoo.

She in regard thereof him recompenst
With golden words, and goodly countenance,
And such fond fauours sparingly dispenst

:

Sometimes him blessing witha light eye-glance,

And coy lookes tempring with loose dalliance;

Sometimes estranging him in sterner wise,

That hauing cast him in a foolish trance,

He seemed brought to bed in Paradise,

And prou'd himselfemost foole,inwhat he seem'd
most wise.

10

So great a mistresse of her art she was.

And perfectly practiz'd in womans craft,

That though therein himselfe he thought to pas,

And by his false allurements wylie draft

Had thousand women of their loue beraft.

Yet now he was surpriz'd : for that false spright,

Which that same witch liad in this forme en-

graft.

Was so expert in euery subtile slight,

That it could ouerreach the wisest earthly wight.

II

Yet he to her did dayly seruice more.
And dayly more deceiued was thereby ;

Yet Paridell him enuied therefore.

As seeming plast in sole felicity :

So blind is lust, false colours to descry.

But Ate soone discouering his desire,

And finding now fit opportunity

To stirrevp strife, twixt loueand spight and ire,

Did priuily put coles vnto his secret fire.

12

By sundry meanes thereto she prickt him forth,

Now with remembrance of those spightfuU

speaches,

Now with opinion of his owne more worth,

Now with recounting of like former breaches

Made in their friendship, as that Hag him

teaches

:

And euer when his passion is allayd.

She it reuiues and new occasion reaches :

That on a time as they together way'd.

He made him open chalenge, and thus boldly

sayd.

Too boastfull Blandamour, too long I beare

The open wrongs, thou doest me day by day ;

Well know'st thou,when we friendship first did

sweare,

Tlie couenant was, that euery spoyle or pray

Should equally be shard betwixt vs tway :

Where is my part then of this Ladie bright,

Whom to thy sclfe thou takcst quite away ?

Render therefore therein to me my right,

Oranswere for thy wrong,as shall fall out in fight.

A
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14

:ceeding wroth thereat was Blandamoiir,

,nd gan this bitter answere to him make ;

00 foolish Paridell, that fayrest floure

k''ouldstgatherfaine,andyetnopaineswoulcIst

lut not so easie will I her forsake ;
[take:

hishandher wonne,this hand sliall herdefend

.

nth tliat they gan their sliiuering speares to

shake,

iid deadly points at eithers breast to bend,

rgetfull each to haue bene euer others frend.

eir firie Steedes with so vntamed forse

id beare them both to fell auenges end,

hat both their speares with pitilesse remorse,

hrough shield and mayle, and haberieon did

wend,
nd in their flesh a griesly passage rend,

hat with the furie of their owTie aflret,

ac!i other horse and man to ground did send

;

Aiere lying still a while, both did forget

le perilous present stownd, in which their liuos

were set. ^
16

when two warlike Brigandines at sea,

iTith murdrous weapons arm'd to cruell fight,

>oe meete together on the watry lea,

hey stemme cch other with so fell despight,

lut with the shockc of their ownc hcedlessc

might,

heir wooden ribs are shaken nigh a sondcr

;

heywhichfromshorebehold thedreadfullsi;^ht

ftIashingrire,andhcarethcord(. nance thondcr,

) greatly stand araaz'd at such vnwontcd
wonder.

length they both v[)started in amaze,
,s men awaked rashly out of drcme ;

.nd round ab<mt themscluei a while did gaze,

ill seeing her, that Florimcll did seme,

1 doubt to whom she victorie siiould dccmc,
hcrewiththeir<lulle(ls[)rights they edgd anew,
nddrawinglyjlhthL-irswordswilhragcextrfmc,

ike two mad mastiffes carji on other flew,

id shields did share, and mailes did rash, and
htlmcs did hew. „

furiously each other did assaylc

•s if ihcirsoulis they would ationrcliatic rent

Mtofiliciri)rfsts,lliatstrc.uij(sof blou(l(li(lr.lylt•

l<.•, its if their springs of lilc wc-re s|H.iit
;

ilthc-groinidwith purple Moudw.issprent,

ktidalllheirarnioursstaviidw iilibloufliegore,

'ct scirctly once to breath would they relent,

o mortall was their malice and so sore,

"COmc of fayned friendship whi'-h they vow'd
afore.

. .
^9 .

And that which is for Ladies most besitting,

To stint all strife, and foster friendly peace,

Was from those Dames so farre and so vn-

fitting,

As that in stead of praying them surcease,

They did much more their cruelty encrease ;

Bidding them tight for honour of their loue.

And rather die then Ladies cause release.

With which vaine termes so much they did

them moue,
That both resolu'd the last extremities to proue.

20

There they I weene would fight vntill this day,

Had not aSquire,euen he the Squire of Dames,
By great aduenture trauelled that way ;

Who seeing both bent to so bloudy games,
And both of old well knowing by their names,
Drew nigh, to weete the cause of their debate :

Andfirst laide on those Ladicsthousandblames,

That did not secke t'appease their deadly hate,

But gazed on their harmes, not pittying their

estate.

21

And then those Knights he humbly did beseech,

To stay their hands, till he a while had spoken:

Who lookt a little vp at that his S[)eech,

Vet would not let their battoll so be broken.

Both greedie hers on other to be wroken.

Vet he to them so earnestly did call,

Andthem coniur'dby somewellknowen token,

That they at last their wrothfull hands let fall.

Content to heare him sjKakc, and glad to rest

withall.

22

First he desir'd their r.\usc of strife to see :

They said, it was for loue of Florimdl.

Ah gentle knights (<|uoth he)how may that bee,

And she so farre astrav, as none can tell.

Fond Squire, full angry then s;iyd PariJdJ,

Seest not the Lidie there l)ef«)re thy face ?

lie l(K)ked Ixirke. and her adui/ing well,

Weend as he said, by that her outward grace,

That Uiy rest Florimcll was present there in place.

Til. id man was lie to see th:it ioyous sight,

For none aliue but iov'd in FlorittuU,

Am<1 1()w1v to her lowt'iig thus iK-hight ;

Favrest of faire, that fairenesse iltK-st excell,

This happie day I haue to greete vou well.

In whieli you s;ife I see, whf)m thous;uul Lite

Mistloul)le<l lost through mischiefetliat befell;

Long may you Hue \\\ health an<l happie state.

She litle answerM him. but lightly ilid nggratc.
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24

Then turning to those Knights, he gan a new ;

And you Sir Blandamour and Paridell,

That for tliis Ladie present in your vew,

Haue rays'd this cruell warre and outrage fell,

Certes me seemes bene not aduised well.

But rather ought in friendship for her sake

To ioyne your force, their forces to repell.

That seeke perforce her from you both to take.

And of your gotten spoyle their ovvne triumph

to make.

Thereat Sir5/a«iam<7urwith countenancesterne,

All full of wrath, thus fiercely him bespake
;

A read thou Squire, that I the man may learne,

That dare fro me thinke Florimell to take.

Not one (quoth he) but many doe partake

Herein, as thus. It lately so befell,

That Satyran a girdle did vptake.

Well knowne to appertaine to Florimell,

Which for her sake he wore, as him beseemed
well.

26 .

But when as she her selfe was lost and gone,

Full many knights, that loued her like deare,

Thereat did greatly grudge, that he alone

That lost faire Ladies ornament should weare,

And gan therefore close spight tohimtobeare:
Which he to shun, and stop vile enuies sting,

Hath lately caus'd to be proclaim'd each where

A solemne feast, with publike turneying,

To which all knights with them their Ladies are

to bring.

27

And of them all she that is fayrest found,

Shall haue that golden girdle for reward,

And of those Knights who is most stout on

ground.

Shall to that fairest Ladie be prefard.

Since therefore she her selfe is now your ward,

To you that ornament of hers pertaines,

Against all those, that chalenge it to gard.

And saue her honourwith your ventrouspaincs;

That shall you win more glory, then ye here find

gaines.

28

When they the reason of his words had hard,

They gan abate the rancour of their rage,

And with their honours and their loues regard.

The furious flames of malice to asswage.

Tho each to other did his faith engage,

Like fciithfull friends thenceforth to ioyne in one

With all their force, and battell strong to wage
Gainst all those knights, as their professed fone.

That chaleng'd ought in Florimell, saue they

alone.

29 .^J
So well accorded forth they rode together "^J
In friendly sort, that lasted but a while;

And of all old dislikes they made faire weather,

Yet all was forg'd and spred with golden foyle,

That vnder it hidde hate and hollow guyle.

Ne certes can that friendship long endure,

How euer gay and goodly be the style.

That doth ill cause or euill end enure :

For vertue is the band, that bindeth harts most
sure.

30
Thus as they marched all in close disguise

Of fayned loue, they chaunst to ouertake
Two knights, that lincked rode in louely wise,

As if they secret counsels did partake
;

And each not farre behinde him had his make,
To weete, two Ladies of most goodly hew.
That twixt themselues did gentle purpose make,
\'nmindfull both of that discordfull crew,

The which with speedie pace did after thenj

pursew.

Who as they now approched nigh at hand,
Deeming them doughtie as they did appeare,

They sent that Squire afore, to vnderstand,

WTiat mote they be : who viewing them more
neare

Returned readie newes, that those same weare

Two of the prow€st Knights in Faery lond
;

And those two Ladies their two louers deare,

Couragious Cambell, and stout Triamond,

With Canacee andCaw^iw^linckt in louely bond.

. 32
,

\ATiylome as antique stories tellen vs.

Those two were foes the fellonest on ground,

And battell made the dreddest daungerous.

That euer shrilling trumpet did resound
;

Thoughnow their acts be nowhere to be found,

As that reno\Mned Poet them compyled.

With warUke numbers and Heroicke sound,

Dan Chancer, well of English vndefyled.

On Fames eternall beadroll worthie to be fyled.

33
But wicked Time that all good thoughts doth

waste.

And workes of noblest wits to nought out

weare.

That famous moniment hath quite defaste.

And robd the world of threasure endlesse deare,

The which mote haue enriched all vs heare.

cursed Eld the cankerworme of writs,

How may these rimes, so rude us doth appeare,

Hope to endure, sith workes of heauenly wits

Are quite deuourd, and brought to nought by

little bits ?

i
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34
tien pardon, most sacred happie spirit,

rhat I thy bbours lost may thus reuiue,

^d steale from thee the meede of thy due
merit,

rhat none durst euer whilest thou wast aliue,

^nd being dead in vaine yet many striue :

\e dare I like, but througli infusion sweete

)f thine owne spirit, which doth in me surviue,

follow here the footing of thy feete,

[lat withtliymeaniiigso Imay therathermeete.

35
imbelloes sister was fayre Canacee,

rhat was the learnedst Ladie in her dayes,

Veil scene in euerie science that mote bee,

^nd euery secret worke of natures wayes,

n v.ittie riddles, and in wise soothsayes,

n power of herbes, and tunes of beasts and
burds

;

^nd, that augmented all her other prayse,

>he modest was in all her deedes and words,

nd wondrous chast of life, yet lou'd of Knights
and Lords. ,

36
ill many Lords, and many Knights her loucd,

K^et she to none of them her liking lent,

•^e euer was with fond affection nioued,

3ut rul'd her thoughts with goodly goucrnc-

mcnt,
i^or dread of blame and honours blemishmcnt

;

^nd eke vnto her lookes a law she made,
rhat none of tiiem once out of order went,
Jut like to waric Centonels well stayd,

ill watcht on euery side, of secret foes aflrayd.

37
) much the more as she rcfusd to loue,

>o much the more she loued was and souf;ht,

riiat f)ftciitirnes vnquiet strife tlid moue
^rn(»n;,'st her loners,and j^'reatqiiarnls wrought,
["hat ofl for her in bloudic armcs they fouj^lit.

iVhich v/Uvi\dsCatn/}ell, that was stout and wise,

'crcciu'd would breede great inischicfe, he
bethought

low to i>reuent the |)erill that mote rise,

rid tiirnv l>ot!i him .uid iier to honour in this

ncday, when all tluit troiiin: of warlike wcKHrrs

Vsst-mbjcd were, to weet whose she sh(tul<i bee,

Ml riii^jhtic men and <lreadfiill di rriii^ doocrs,
Thi- h.irdrr it to make them well aj,'ree)

::hI th( III all this end he <!id decree ;

>i them all, wlii( h lone to her did make,
' 'VConsentshould<ln»s<-thestoutest ihn c,
AithhJtn.seUeshouldrombat for her s;ike,

itdpi theintill the viciour should hi^isbtcr take.

39
Bold was the chalenge, as himselfe was bold,

And courage full of haughtie hardiment,

Approued oft in perils manifold,

Which he atchieu'd to his great ornament

:

But yet his sisters skill vnto him lent

Most confidence and hope of happie speed,

Conceiued by a ring, which she him sent.

That mongst the manic vertues, which we reed,

Had power to staunch al wounds, that mortally
did bleed.

40
Well was that rings great vertue knowen to all,

That dread thereof, and his redoubted might
Did all that youthly rout so much apj^iall.

That none of them durst vndertake the fight

;

More wise they weend to make of loue delight.

Then life to hazard for faire Ladies looke,

And yet vncertaine by such outward sight.

Though for her sake they all that perill tooke,

Whether she would them loue, or in her liking

brooke.

.41

Amongst those knights there were three

brethren bold,

Tliree bolder brethren neuer were yborne,

Borne of one mother in one happie mold.
Borne at one burden in one happie morne,
Thrise happie mother, and thrisehapj)iemorne.

That bore three such, three such not to be fond

;

Her name wiis Agape whose children werne
All three as one, the first hij^ht Priamotui,

The second Dyamoud, the youngest Triamond.

Stout Priamond, but not so strong to strike,

Strong Diamond, but not so stout a knipht.

But Triamond was stout and strong alike :

On horsebacke vsed Triamond to flight.

And Priamond on f<K)le had more delight.

But horse and f<H)te knew Diamond to wield ;

With rurlaxe vsed Diamond to smite.

And Triamond to handle s|H.are and shield.

But siH;are and curlaxe both vsd Priamond in

liel.l.

43
These three did loue eacli other dearely well,

And with so firine affection were allvde.

As if but one soule in them all «1id dwell,

Whi( h did her pown- into three parts dinv«ie;

I.ikethri-efairebr.inclu shnd.iinglarreandwiile,

Tluit from one r»»ote derin'd tlitir vitall sap:

And like that nK)te that doth her lifi- diuide,

'Iluir mother was. and had full MesM-*! ha|».

These three so noble babes to bring forth al one

chip.
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44
Their mother was a Fay, and liad the skill

Of secret things, and all the powres of nature,

Which she by art could vse vnto her will.

And to her seruice bind each liuing creature,

Through secret vnderstanding of their feature.

Thereto she was right faire, when so her face

She list discouer, and of goodly stature
;

But she as Fayes are wont, in priuie place

Did spend her dayes, and lov'd in forests wyld
to space.

There on a day a noble youthly knight

Seeking aduentures in the saluage w'ood.

Did by great fortune get of her the sight,

As she sate carelesse by a cristall flood,

Combing her golden lockes,as seemd her good:

And vnawares vpon her laying hold,

Tliat stroue in vaine him long to haue with-

stood,

Oppressed her, and there (as it is told)

Got these three louely babes, that prov'd three

champions bold.

46
Wliich she with her long fostred in that wood,
Till that to ripenesse of mans state they grew :

Then shewing forth signes of their fathers blood,

They loued armes, and knighthood didensew.

Seeking aduentures, where they anie knew.
Which when their mother saw, she gan to dout

Their safetie, least by searching daungers new,
And rash prouoking perils all about,

Their days mote be abridged through their

corage stout.

47
Therefore desirous th'end of all their dayes

To know, and them t' enlarge with long extent,

J3y wondrous skill, and many hidden wayes,

To the three fatall sisters house she went.

Farre vnder ground from tract of liuing went,
Downe in the bottome of the deepe Abysse,

\Miere Demogorgon in dull darkenesse pent,

Farre from the view of Gods and heauens blis.

The hideous Chaos keepes, their dreadfuU dwell-
ing is.

48
There she them found, all sitting round about
The direfuU distaffe standing in the mid.
And with vnwearied fingers drawing out
The lines of life, from liuing knowledge hid.

Sad Clolho held the rocke, the whiles the thrid

By griesly Lachesis was spun with paine,

That cruell Atropos eftsoones vndid,

With cursed knife cutting the twist in twaine :

Most wretched men, whose dayes depend on
thrids so vaine.

49
She them saluting, there by them sate still,

Beholding how the thrids of life they span

:

And when at last she had beheld her fill,

Tremblinginheart,and looking pale and wan,
Her cause of comming she to tell began.

To whom fierce Alropos, Bold Fay, that durst

Come see the secret of the life of man,
Well worthie thou to be of lone accurst,

And eke thy childrens thrids to be a sunder

burst.
50

Whereat she sore affrayd, yet her besought
To graunt her boone, and rigour to abate,

That she might see her childrens thrids forth

brought,

And know the measure of their vtmost date.

To them ordained by eternall fate.

Which Clolho graunting, shewed her the same:
That when she saw, it did her much amate.

To see their thrids so thin, as spiders frame.

And eke so short, tlut seemd their ends out

shortly came. • ^

;

5^
. "I

She then began them humbly to intreate.

To draw them longer out, and better twine,

That so their Hues might be prolonged late.

But Lachesis thereat gan to repine,

And sayd, Fond dame that deem'st of things

diuine

As of humane, that they may altred bee,

And chaung'd at pleasure for those impes 01

thine.

Not so ; for what the Fates do once decree,

Not all the gods can chaungc, nor lone him seli

can free.

52

Then since (quoth she) the terme ofeachmans life

For nought may lessened nor enlarged bee,

Graunt this, thatwhenyeshredwithfatallknife

His line, which is the eldest of the three,

Which is of them the shortest, as I see, ijj

Eftsoones his life may passe into the next; 1

And when the next shall likewise ended bee.

That both their Hues may likewise be annex; j
Vnto the third, that his may so be trebly wejci I

53
They graunted it ; and then that carefuU Fa

Departed thence with full contented mynd
;

And comming home, in warlike fresh aray ±
Them found all three according to their kyndU
But unto them what destinie was assynd.

Or how their Hues were eckt, she did not tell

But euermore, when she fit time could fynd.

She warned them to tend their safeties well

And loue each other deare,what euerthem befel

II
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did they surely during all their dayes,

id neuer discord did amongst them fall

;

hich much augmented all their other praise,

id now t'increase affection naturall,

loue of Canacee they ioyned all

:

)on\vhich ground thissamegreat battellgrew,

eat matter growing of beginning small

;

le which for length I will not here pursew,

: rather will reserue it for a Canto new.

Cant. III.

The battell twixt three brethren icilh

Cambellfor Canacee

:

Canibina with true friendships bond

doth their long strife agree.

I

rhy doe wretched men so much desire,

» draw their dayes vnto the vtmost date,

id doe not rather wish them soone expire,

lowing the mistrie of their estate,

id thousand perills which them still awatc,
ssing them like a boate amid the maync,
lat cuery houre they knocke at deathes gate ?

id he that happie sccmes and least in jjayne,

is as nigh his end, as he that most doth
plaync.

2

irefore this Fay I hold hut fond and vainc,

ic which in seeking for her children three

)ng life, thereby did more jjrolong their

paine.

.•t whilest they lined none di<l euer sec

)re ha[)pie creatures, then they seem'd to

Ix-e,

ir more ennohlc^l for tlieir rourttsie,

lat made them dcanly louM of each degree ;

: more renownu-d for their duiKilric,

it made them dreaded much of all men farre

and nic.

•sc ihrLC that hardie chalcngc tooke in hand,
»r Canncie with CatubcU for to fight :

»e day w.is s<'t, that all mi^;ht vndirstand,
id pl<(I'^'( s p.nvrid the s;unf to kc«|H' a ri>;!>t.

uit day, the drcddrsf «lav that lining wight
d «-MiT sec v|M)n this world to shinr,

•ic ns luimcns \vin<lo\v shcw<d light,

.\arlikc Chamnions all in armour shine,

cmltlcd Wire in field, the chalcngc toddinc.
SI'KNSr.R

The field with listes was all about enclos'd.

To barre the prease of people farre away;
And at th'one side sixe iudges were dispos'd,

To view and deeme the deedes of amies tha'

day

;

And on the other side in fresh aray,

Fayre Canacee vpon a stately stage

Was set, to see the fortune of that fray,

And to be scene, as his most worthie wage,

That could her purchase with his Hues aduen
tur'd gage.

Then en t red Cambell first into the list,

With stately steps, and fearelesse countenance

As if the conquest his he surely wist.

Soone after did the brethren three aduance,

In braue aray and goodly amcnance,
Withscutchinsgiltandbannersbroaddisplayd:
And marching thrise in warlike ordinance,

Thrise lowted lowly to the noble Mayd.
The whiles shril trompets and loud clarions

sweetly playd. ^

Which doen the doughty chalenger came forth.

All arm'd to point his chaknge to abet

:

Gainst whom Sir Priamond with equall worth,

And equall armes himselfe did forward set.

A trompet blew; they both together met.
With drcadfuU force, and furious intent,

Carelesse of perill in their hers aflret.

As if that life to lo?5e they had fortknt.

And cared not to spare, that should be shortly

spent.
^

Right practicke was Sir Priatnond in fight.

And throughlyskildin vseof shieldandsjx^arc

Ne lesse approued was CambtUocs might,

Ne lesse his skill in weaj>ons did appeare.

That hard it w;us to weene which hariler were.

Full many mightie strokes on either side

Were sent , that seemed death in tlu m to fnare,

I'lit they were Ixith so watchfull and well cyde,

Tlut they auoyded were, and vainely by did

slyde.
^

Vet otic of many was so strongly l)cnt

\W Priiitnond. that with vnhickie glauncc

Throvigh Camhrls shoulder it \iiwarely wmt.
That forced him his shield to disiuluaunte:

Mu<h was he grieued with that gractlessc

chaunrc.

\'et from the wouml no drop of bloud there fell.

\\\\\ wondrous j>aine, that di<l the more en-

hannrc
Hi-, hanghtie cotinige to aduon;:ement fell :

Smart <launts not n)i^hi\- h.ais. hit n.iikes

them more to swell.
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With that his poynant speare he fierce auentrcd,

Withdoubled force close vnderneath his shield,

That through the mayles into his thigh it

en tred,

And there arresting, readie way did yield,

For bloud to gush forth on the grassie field;

That he for paine himselfe n'ote right vpreare.

But too and fro in great amazement reel'd,

Like an old Oke whose pith and sap is scare,

At puffe of euery storme doth stagger here and
thearre.

lo

Whom so dismayd when Camhell had esoide,

Againe he droue at him with double might.

That nought mote stay the Steele, till in his

side

The mortall point most cruelly empight

:

W^here fast infixed, vvhilest he sought by slight

It forth to wrest, the staffe a sunder brake,

And left the head behind: with which despight

He all enrag'd, his shiuering speare did shake.

And charging himafresh thus felly him bespake.

II

Lo faitour there thy meede vnto thee take,

The meede of thy mischalenge and abet:

Not for thine owne, but for thy sisters sake,

Haue I thus long thy life vnto thee let

:

But to forbeare doth not forgiue the det.

The wicked weapon heard his wrathfuU vow,

And passing forth with furious affret,

Pierst through his beuer quite into his brow,

That with the force it backward forced him
to bow.

12

Therewith a sunder in the midst it brast.

And in his hand nought but the troncheon left,

The other halfe behind yet sticking fast,

Out of his headpeece Camhell fiercely reft,

And with such furie backe at him it heft.

That making way vnto his dearest life,

His weasand pipe it through his gorget cleft:

Thence streames of purple bloud issuing rife.

Let forth his wearie ghost and made an end of

strife.

His wearie ghost assoyld from fleshly band.
Did not as others wont, directly fly

Vnto her rest in Plutoes griesly land,

Ne into ayre did vanish presently,

Ne chaungcd was into a starre in sky :

But through traduction was eftsoones deriued.

Like as his mother prayd the Destinie,

Into his other brethren, that suruiued.

In whom he liu'd a new, of former life depriued.

14

Whom when on ground his brother next beheld,

Though sad and sorie for so heauy sight.

Yet leaue vnto his sorrow did not yeeld.

But rather stird to vengeance and despight,

Through secret feeling of his generous spright,

Rusht fiercely forth, the battell to renew.

As in reuersion of his brothers right;

And chalenging the Virgin as his dew.

His foe was soone addrest: the trompets freshly

blew.

With that they both together fiercely met.

As if that each ment other to deuoure

;

And with their axes both so sorely bet.

That neither plate nor mayle, whereas their

powre [stowre, ••

They felt, could once sustaine the hideous

But riued were like rotten wood a sunder,

Wliilest through their rifts the ruddie bloud

did showre

And fire did flash, like lightning after thunder,

Tliat fild the lookers on attoncc with ruth and
wonder. ,/-

10

As when two Tygers prickt with hungers rage,

Haue by good fortune found some beasts

fresh spoyle.

On which they weene their famine to asswage.

And gaine a feastfull guerdon of their toyle,

Both falling out doe stirre vp strifefull broyle,

And crucU battell twixt themselues doe make,
Wliiles neither lets the other touch the soyle,

But either sdeignes with other to partake :

So cruelly these Knights stroue for that Ladies

sake.

Full many strokes, that mortally were ment.

The whiles wereenterchaunged twixtthem two;

Yet they were all with so good wariment

Or warded, or auoyded and let goe.

That still the life stood fearelesse of her foe :

Till Diamond disdeigning long delay

Of doubtfull fortune waueriiig to and fro,

Rcsolu'd to end it one or other way

;

And heau'd his murdrous axe at him with

mighty sway. ^

The drcadfull stroke in case it had arriued,

Wliere it was ment, (so deadly it was ment)

The soule had sure out of liis bodie riued.

And stinted all the strife incontinent.

But Cambds fate that fortune did preuent

:

For seeing it at liand, he swaru'd asyde.

And so gaue way vnto his fell intent

:

WTio missing of the marke which he had eyde,

Was with the force nigh feld whilst his right;

foot did slvde.

4
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s when a Vulture greedie of his pray,

rhroughhungerlong, that liart to himdoth lend,

strikes at an Heron with all his bodies sway,
rhatfromhisforceseemesnoughtmayitdefend;

rhe warie fowle that spies him toward bend
His dreadfuU souse, auoydes it shunning light,

\nd maketh him his wing in vaine to spend
;

rhat with the weight of his owne weeldlesse

might,

;e falleth nigh to ground, and scarse recouereth

dight.^=
20

iliich faire aduenture when Cambello spide,

Full lightly, ere himselfe he could recower.

From daungers dread to ward his naked side,

He can let driue at him with all his power,

\nd with his axe him smote in euill hower,

rhat from his shoulders quite his head he reft

:

rheheadlessetronke,ashcedlesseofthatstower,

stood still a while, and his fast footing kept,

ill feeling life to fayle, it fell, and deadly slept.

21

hey which that piteous spectacle beheld,

^Vere much amaz'd the headk*sse tronke to see

Stand vp so long, and weapon vaine to weld,

S'nwceting of the Fates diuine decree,

For lifes succession in those brethren three.

For notwithstanding tluit one soule was reft,

Vet, had the bodie not dismcmbrcd bee,

It would luiue liucd, and rcuiued eft
;

lut finding no fit seat, the lifelesse corse it left.

22

tleft; butthatsamesoule.whichthercindwelt,
Btrcight entring into Triamond, him fild

Withdouble life,and gricfe, which w hen he felt

,

As one whose inner parts had Ix'ne ythrild

With point of Steele, tliat close- his luirtbloud

spild,

He lightly Icpt out of his i)lace of rest,

And rushing forth into the emptic field,

Against Cambfllo fiercely him addrest;

k'lio him affronting soone to light was rcadie

l(^cll mote ye wonder how that noble Knight,
After he had so often wounded Ix'ene,

fV>ul<l stand on fo<)t. now to nnew the fight.

But iiad ye then him fortiiaduaiiiiririg scene.

Some ncwiiornc wight ye would him surely

weenc

:

So fresh he seemed an'l so fierce in sight

;

Like as a Snake, whom wcjirie winters teene

Ilathwonicto notight, now feeling sommers
might, [di|^ht.

'aA\% off hi5 rat^gcd skin and fre'shly doth liin»

^4
All was through vertue of the ring he wore.

The which not onely did not from him let

One drop of bloud to fall, but did restore

His weakned powers, and dulled spirits whet.
Through working of the stone therein yset.

Else how could one of equall might with most,
Against so many no lesse mightie met.
Once thinke to match three such on equall cost.

Three such as able were to match a puissant

host.

25
\et nought thereof was Triamond adredde,

Ne desperate of glorious victorie.

But sharpely him assayld, and sore bestedde.

With heapes of strokes, which he at him let

flie,

As thicke as hayle forth poured from theskie:

He stroke, he soust, he fovTid, he hewd, he

lasht.

And did his yron brond so fast applie,

Tliat from the same the fierie sparkles flasht,

As fast as water-sprinkles gainst a rocke are

dafht.

26

Much was Cavihdlo daunted with his blowts.

So thicke they fell, and forcibly were sent.

That he was forst from daunger of the throwes

Backe to retire, and somewhat to relent.

Till th'hcat of his fierce furie he had spent:

Which when for want of breath gan to abate,

He then afresh with new encouragtmcnt

Did him assaylc, and mightily amate.

As fast as forward erst,now backward torctrate.

Like as the tide that comes fro th'Ocean maync,
Flowes vj) the Shenan with contrarie forse,

And ouerruling him in his owne rayne,

Driues backe the current of his kindly course.

And makes it seemeto hauesomc other soursc:

But when the lloud is spent, then backe ag;iine

His borrowed waters forst to redisbourso.

He sends the sea his owne with double gainc,

And tribute eke withall, as to his Soueraine.

Thus (lid the battell varie to and fro,

With diuerse fortune iloubtfull t(< be deemed :

.Now this the JKtler had. now had his fo ;

ThenhehalfevaiH|ui'-ht.tiuntheotheisiTmcd,

Yet victors JMith tin Ju st'luesalwavescsttenuil.

;\nd all the while the disentravKd blood

.Adowne their sidis like litle riuers strenud.

Tliat with the wasting of his vitall lloo«l.

Sir TriatuonJ wi last full faint atid fecl>le sltn d.
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29

But Canibell still more strong and greater grew,

Ne felt his blood to wast, ne powres emperisht,

Through that ringsvertue, thatwith vigour new,

Still when as he enfeebled was, him cherisht,

And all his wounds, and all his bruses guarisht,

Like as a withered tree through husbands toyle

Is often seene full freshly to haue florisht.

And fruitful! apples to haue borne awhile,

As fresh as whenit first was planted in thesoyle.

30
Throughwhichaduantage,inhisstrengthherose,

And smote the other with so wondrous might,

That through the seame, which did his hauberk

close,

Into his throate and life it pierced quight.

That downe he fell as dead in all mens sight:

Yet dead he was not, yet he sure did die,

As all men do, that lose the liuing spright:

So did one soule out of his bodie flie

Vnto her natiue home from mortall miserie.

31

But nathelesse whilst all the lookers on

Him dead behight, as he to all appeard,

All vnawares he started vp anon.

As one that had out of a dreame bene reard,

And fresh assayld his foe, who halfe affeard

Of th'vncouthsight,ashesomeghost had seene,

Stood still amaz'd, holding his idle sweard;

Till hauing often by him stricken beene,

He forced was to strike, and saue him selfe

from tecne.

32

Yet from thenceforth more warily he fought,

As one in feare the Stygian gods t'offcnd,

Ne followd on so fast, but rather sought

Him selfe to saue, and daunger to defend.

Then life and labour both in vaine to spend.

Which Triamond perceiuing, weened sure

He gan to faint, toward the battels end,

And that he should not long on foote endure,

A signe which did to him the victorie assure.

Whereof full blith, cftsoones his mightie hand

I le hcav'd on high, in mind with that same blow
To make an end of all that did withstand:

Wliich Cambell seeing come, was nothing slow

Ilim selfe to saue from that so deadly throw ;

And at tliat instant reaching forth his sweard

Closevnderncathhisshield, that scarcedidshow,

Stroke him, as he his hand to strike vprcard,

In th'arm-pit full, that tlirough both sides the

wound appeard.

34
Yet still that direfuU stroke kept on his way,

And falling heauie on Cambelloes crest,

Strooke him so hugely, that in swowne he lay,

And in his head an hideous wound imprest

:

And sure had it not hajipily found rest

Vpon the brim of his brode plated shield.

It wouldhaue cleft his brainedowne to his brest.

So both at once fell dead vpon the field.

And each to other seemd the victorie to yield.

35
Which when as all the lookers on beheld.

They weened sure the warre was at an end,

And fudges rose, and Marshals of the field

Broke vp the listes, their armes away to rend;

And Canacee gan wayle her dearest frend.

All suddenly they both vpstarted light,

Theoneoutoftheswownd,whichhimdid blend,

The other breathing now another spright,

And fiercely each assayling, gan afresh to fight.

36 .
.

Long while they then continued in that wize,

As if but then the battell had begonne :

Strokes, wounds, wards, weapons, all they did

despise,

Ne either car'd to v.-ard, or perill shonne,

Desirous both to haue the battell donne
;

Ne either cared life to saue or spill,

Ne which of them did winne, ne which were

wonne.
So wearie both of fighting had their fill.

That life it selfe seemd loathsome, and long

safetie ill.

.37
Wliilst thus the case in doubtfuU ballance hong,

Vnsure to whether side it would incline,

Andallmenseyesand hearts,which thereamong

Stood gazing, filled were with rufuU tine,

And secret feare, to see their fatall fine.

All suddenly they heard a troublous noyes.

That seemd some perilous tumult to desine,

Confusdwithwomcnscries,andshoutsofboyes,

Such as the troubled Theaters oftimes annoyes.

3S
Thereat the Champions both stood still a space,

To wceten what that sudden clamour ment

;

Lo where they spydewilhspeediewhirlingpace,
One in a charet of straunge furniment.

Towards them driuing like a storme out sent.

The charet decked was in wondrous wize.

With gold and many a gorgeous ornament,

After the Persian Monarks antique guizc.

Such as the maker selfe could best by artdeuize.
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39
ind drawne it was (that wonder is to tell)

Of two grim lyons, taken from the wood,

In which their powre all others did excell

;

Now made forget their former cruell mood,
T'obey their riders hest, as seemed good.

And therein sate a Ladie passing faire

And bright, that seemed borneofAngelsbrood,
And with her beautie bountie did compare,

^Tiether of them in her should haue the greater

share.

"hereto she learned was in Magicke leare,

And all the artes, that subtill wits discouer,

Hauing therein bene trained many a yeare,

And well instructed by the Fay her mother,

rhat in the same she farre exceld all other.

Who vnderstanding by her mightie art.

Of th'euill plight, in which her dearest brother

Now stood, came forth in hast to take his part,

-nd pacifie the strife, which causd so deadly

smart.

41

nd as she passed through th'vnruly preace

Of people, thronging thicke her to behold.

Her angrie tcame breaking their bonds of peace,
Great heapes of them, like sheepe in narrow

fold.

For hast did ouer-runne, in dust enrould,

Diat thorough rude confusion of the rout,

">ome fearing shriekt,some being harmed hould,

5ome Liught for sport, some did for wonder
shout,

nd some that would seeme wise, their wonder
turnd to dout.

42
1 her ripht hand a rod of peace shcc bore,

\bout the which two Serf>?nts weren wound,
h'ntraylcfl mutually in lf>uely lore,

\nd by the tailes together firmcly bound,
\ndl)Oth were with one oliue garland rrownd,
Jkc to the r(A wlii< h Maim sonrif doth wield,

Alien w if htfu- hellish fiends he < loth confound.
\nd in her other hand a rup she liild.

^ic which was with Nc{)enthc to the brim
vphld.

A^
^\\c is a drinrk of soucravne grace,

<<\ bv the (iods, for to asswagc
f, and bitter gall awav t(t rhace,

' vp an^ni>h and contciitious ri^^e :

"f sweet [>eare and (|iiiel age
1 h in the troul»le<l tiiynd.

irw nien, btil such sls soNt arc and s;igc,

\rc by the (kkIs to drinck thereof itssvnd ;

ut luch a» drinck, etcrnull happincssc do (ynd.

44
Such famous men, such worthies of the earth.

As lone will haue aduaunced to the skie.

And there made gods, though borne of mortall

berth.

For their high merits and great dignitie,

Are wont, before they may to heauen flie,

To drincke hereof, whereby all cares forepast

Are washt away quite from their memorie.

So did those olde Heroes hereof taste.

Before that they in blisse amongst the Gods
were plaste.

Much more of price and of more gratious powre
Is this, then that same water of Ardenne,
The which Rinaldo drunck in happie howre,

Described by that famous Tuscane penne :

For thathadmighttochangetheheartsof men
Fro loue to hate, a change of euill choise :

But this doth hatred make in loue to brenne
And heauy heart with comfort doth reioyce.

Who would not to this vertue rather yeeld liis

voice } t-

At last arriuing by the listes side,

Shee with her rod did softly smite the raile,

Which straightflewope.and gaueherway toride.

Eftsoones out of her Coch she gan auaile,

And pacing fairely forth, did bid all luiile,

First to her brother, whom she loued deare.

That so to sec him made her heart to quaile :

And next to Camhell, whose sad ruefull cheare

Made her to change her hew, and hidden loue

t'appcare.

They lightly her rcquit (for small delight

They had as then her long to entertainc.)

And eft them turned both againe to li^ht.

Which when shes;iw.downeon the bloudy plair.e

Ilersclfeshethrew.andtearesganshedamaine;

Amongst her teares immixing prayers niceke.

And with her prayers reasons to restrainc

From blouddy strife,and blessed iH-iicetoseckc.

By all that vnto them w;is deare, did them
Ix-seeke. .,

4«
But whenasall mi^^ht nou^'ht with themprouaile,

Sheesmotethemlightlywith her i)^)wrefull wand.
Then sudilenly as if tlieir hearts did faile.

Their wrathfull blades dowue fell out of their

hatid,

.\iid thev like men astonisht still did stand.

Thus wliilest their minds were doubtfully dis-

trauj^ht,

.\ndmi^;htyspiriteslK)un<lwitlnnij:hticrlund,

Iler j^oldeti cup to them f«)rdrinke she rau^^lit.

Whereof full j;lad for thirst, ech drunk an harty

drauyht.
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49
Of which so soone as they once tasted liad,

Wonder it is that sudden change to see :

Instead of strokes, each other kissed glad,

And louely haulst from feare of treason free,

And plighted hands for euer friends to be.

When all mensaw thissudden change of things.

So mortall foes so friendly to agree,

For passing ioy, which so great maruaile

brings.

They all gan shout aloud, that all the heauen
rings.

50
AH which, when gentle Canacee beheld,

In hast she from her lotfy chaire descended,

To weet what sudden tidings was befeld :

Where when she saw that cruell war so ended,

And deadly foes so faithfully affrended.

In louely wise she gan that Lady greet.

Which had so great dismay so well amended,

And entertaining her with curt'sies meet,

Profest to her true friendship and affection

sweet.

Thus when they all accorded goodly were,

The trumpets sounded, and they all arose,

Thence todepart with glee and gladsome chere.

Those warlike champions both together chose,

Homeward to march, themselues there to

repose,

And wise Cmnbina taking by her side

Faire Canacee, as fresh as morning rose,

Vnto her Coch remounting, home did ride,

Admir'd of all the people, and much glorifide.

Where making ioyous feast theire daies they

spent

In perfect loue, deuoide of hatefull strife,

AUide with bands of mutuall couplement

;

For Triamond had Canacee to wife.

With whom he ledd a long and happie life

;

And Cambel tooke Camhina to his fere,

The which as life were each to other liefe.

So all alike did loue, and loued were,

That since their days such louers were not found

elswhere.

<?.

'i

Cant. IIII.

Satyrane makes a Tiinieyment

For loue of Florimell

:

Britomart winnes the prize from all,

And Aricgall doth quell.

I

It often fals, (as here it earst befell)

That mortall foes doe turne to faithfull frends,

And friends profest arechaungdtofoemen fell:

The cause of both, of both theirmindsdepends,
And th'end of both likewise of both their ends.

For enmitie, that of no ill proceeds.

But of occasion, with th'occasion ends

;

And friendship, which a faint affection breeds

Without regard of good, dyes Uke ill grounded
seeds.

2

That well (me seemes) appeares, by that of late

Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamond befell,

As els by this, that now a new debate

Stird vp twixt Scudamour and Paridell,

The which by course befals me here to tell

:

Wlio hauing those two other Knights espide

^larching afore, as ye remember well,

SentforththeirSquiretohauethembothdescride,

And eke those masked Ladies riding them
beside.

3
\Mio backe returning, told as he had seene.

That they were doughtie knights of dreaded

name

;

And those two Ladies,their two loues vnseene;

And therefore wishtthem withoutblotor blame,
To let them passe at will, for dread of shame.

But Blandamour full of vainglorious spright,

And rather stird by his discordfull Dame,
Vponthem gladly would haueprov'd hismight,

But that he yet was sore of his late lucklesse

fight.

4
Yet nigh approching, he them fowle bespake,

Disgracing them, him selfe thereby to grace,

As was his wont, so weening way to make
To Ladies loue, where so he came in place,

And with lewd termes their louers to deface.

Whosesharj)eprouokem2nt them incenst so sore,

That both were bent t'auenge his vsage base,

Andgan thei r shieldsaddrcsse them selues afore:

For euill decdes may better then bad words be

bore.

i^
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ut faire Cauibina with perswasions myld,

Did mitigate the fiercenesse of their mode,

rhat for the present they were reconcvld,

Vnd gan to treate of deeds of armes abrode,

^nd strange aduentures, all the way they

rode:

\jnongst the which they told, as then befell,

!)f that great lurney, which was blazed brode.

For tliat rich girdle of faire Floriviell,

be prize of her, which did in beau tie most

excel!.

6

which folke-mote they all with one consent,

M^h each of them his Ladie had him by,

<: beautie each of them thought excellent,

d to trauell. and their fortunes try.

>o as they passed forth, they did espy

)ne in bright armes, with ready s[)eare in rest,

rhat toward them his course seem'd to apply,

jainst whom Sir Paridell himselfe addrest,

im weening, ere he nigh approcht to haue

represt.

7

liich th'other seeing, gan his course relent,

\nd vaunted speare eftsoones to disaduauncc,

\s if he naught but peace and plca.sure ment,
S'ow fulne into their fellowship by chance,

•Miereat they shewed curtcous countenaunce.

>o as he rode with them accomj^anide,

[lis rouing cie did on the Lady glauncc,

Aliich Blcindamour had riding by his side

rhorn sure he wccnd, that he some wher tofore

had eide.

8
to weetc that snowy Florimdl,

ii Ferraii Lite from Bra^^adochio wonne,
A l»om he now seeing, her rcmembrcd well,

[low luiuiiig reft her from the witches sonnc,

flc soonc her lost : wherefore he now begimne
Fo challenge her anew, as his ownc [)rize,

INTiom formerly he had in iKittdl wntmc,
\iid proller ma<le by force her to rejirizc,

rliif h srornefiill olTer, Blandamour gan scone
despi/e.

id. .Sir Knight, sith ye this \jm\\' clame,

.. :ii he th:it hath, were loth to lose so liglit,

[For sn to U/sc n Lirly, were great shame)
V'ec shall her winne, as 1 \\:\\\c rk»nc in fight:

And If) shoe shall Ik: placid here in sight,

'her with this I lag Ix-side her s<t.

who *o winncs lier, in.ny her hauc bv
ri^ht:

Hut he »hall hauc the Hag that is ylK-t,

*n(l with her alwaics ride, till he another get.

lo

That offer pleased all the company.

So Florimell with Ate forth was brought,

At which they all gan laugh full merrily :

But Braggadochio said, he neuer thought

For suchan Hag. thatseemed worse thcnnought,

His person to emperill so in fight.

But if to match that Lady they had sought

Another like, that were like faire and bright.

His Ufe he then would spend to iustifie his right

II

At which his vaine excuse they all gan smile,

As scorning his vnmanly cowardize :

And Florimell him fowly gan reuiie,

That for her sake refus'd to enterprize

The battell, oflred in so knightly wize.

And Ale eke prouokt him priuily.

With loue of her, and sh.ime of such mesprize.

But naught he car'd for friend or enemy,

For in base mind nor friendshipdwels nor enmity.

12

But Camhell thus did shut vp all in ie?t,

Braue Knights and Ladies, certts ye doe wrong

To stirre vp strife, when most vs nccdeth rest.

That we may vs reserue both fresh and strong,

Against the Turneiment which is not long.

Wlun wlio so list to fight, may fight hi> fill.

Till then your challenges ye may prolong;

And then it shall be tried, if ye will,

Whether shall haue the Hag, or hold the Lady
still.

13

They all agreed, so turnirg all to game,

And ple;is;iunt bord, tluy past fortii on their

way.
And all that while,where so they rode or came,

That masked Mock-knight was their sport and

play.

Till tluit at length v[>on th'appointed day,

Vnto the [dare of turneynunt they came ;

Where thty Ix fore them found in frtsh aray

Man iea braue krii<^ht.and manieadaintiedame

Aviembled, for to get the honour of tliat g;une.

14

Tlure this faire Crowe arriuing. diil diuido

Them sclues asunder : BLinditniotir v, iih those

Of his. on th'one ; the rest on th'other side.

I^ut Ixnistfull Bra^i^adocchio rather chose,

Kor glorie vaine tluir frilowship to lose,

That men on him the more mi^'ht gaze alone.

Thf nst tht tns«lu(sin tr()UjH-s«liilil>edisiK)se,

Like as it seenunl Ust to euerv one :

The knights in couples marrht, with Lidio

linckt atlone.
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Then first of all forth came Sir Salyrane,

Bearing that precious relicke in an arke

Of gold, that bad eyes might it not prophane :

Which drawing softly forth out of the darke,

He open shewd, that all men it mote marke.

A gorgeous girdle, curiously embost

With pearle and precious stone, worth many a

marke ;

Yet did the workmanship farre passe the cost:

It was the same, which lately Florimel had lost.

i6
^

That same aloft he hong in open vew,

To be the prize of beautie and of might

;

The which eftsoones discouered, to it drew

The eyes of all, allur'd with close delight,

And hearts quite robbed with soglorioussight.

That all men threw out vowes and wishes vaine.

Thrise happie Ladie, and thrise happie knight,

Them seemd that could so goodly riches gaine,

So worthie of the perill, worthy of the paine.

Then tooke the bold Sir Saiyrane in hand

An huge great speare, such as he wont to wield,

And vauncing forth from all the other band

Of knights, addrest his maiden-headed shield,

Shewing him selfe all ready for the field.

Gainst whom there singled from the other side

A Painim knight, that well in armes was skild,

And had in many a battell oft bene tride.

Plight Bmncheual the bold, who fiersly forth did

ride.

i8

So furiously they both together met,
That neither could the others force sustaine ;

As two fierce Buls, that striue the rule to get

Of all the heard, meete with so hideous maine,

That both rebutted, tumble on the plaine :

So these two champions to the ground were feld

,

Where in a maze they both did long remaine,

And in their hands their idle troncheons held,

Which neither able were to wag, or once to weld.

WHiich when the noble Ferramont cspide,

He pricked forth in ayd of Saiyran
;

And him against Sir Blandamour did ride

With all the strength and stifnessc that he can.

]]ut the more strong and stiffcly that he ran.

So much more sorely to the ground he fell,

That on an hcape were tumbled horseand man.
Vnto whose rescue forth rode Paridcll ;

But him likewise with that same speare he eke

did quell.

Which Braggadocchio seeing, had no will

To hasten greatly to his parties ayd,

Albee his turnewere next; butstood there still,

As one that seemed doubtfuU or dismayd.
But Triamond halfe wroth to see him staid,

Sternly stept forth,and raughtaway his speare,

With which so sore he Ferramont assaid,

That horse and man to ground he quite did

beare,

That neither could in hast themselues againe

vpreare.

Which to auenge, Sir Deuon him did dight.

But with no better fortune then the rest

:

For him likewise he quickly downe did smight,

And after him Sir Douglas him addrest.

And after him Sir Paliwnord forth prcst.

But none of them against his strokes could

stand,

But all the more, the more his praise increst.

For either they were left vppon the land.

Or wentaway sore wounded of hishaplesse hand.

22

And now by this, Sir Salyrane abraid,

Out of the swowne, in which too long he lay

;

And looking round about, like one clismaid.

When as he saw the mercilesse affray,

W^hich doughty Triatnond had wrought that

day,

Vnto the noble Knights of Maidenhead,

His mighty heart did almost rend in tway,

For very gall, that rather wholly dead

Himsclfe he wisht haue beene, then in so bad a

stead.
23

Eftsoones he gan to gather vp around

His weapons, which lay scattered all abrode,

And as it fell, his steed he ready found.

On whom remounting, fiercely forth he rode,

Like sparke of fire that from the anduile glode,

There where he saw the valiant Triamond

Chasing, and laying on them heauy lode.

That none his force were able to withstond.

So drcadfull were his strokes, so deadly was his

hond,
.24

^

With that at him his bcamlike speare he aimed,

And thereto all his power and might applide :

The wicked Steele for mischicfe first ordained,

And hauing now misfortune got for guide,

Staid not, till it arriucd in his side,

And therein made a very gricsly wound.

That streames of bloud his armour all bedide.

Muchwashe daunted with that direfuU stound,

That scarse he him vpheld from falling in a

sound.

J
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!^et as he might, himselfe he soft withdrew

Out of the field, that none perceiu'd it plaine,

Then gan the part of Chalengers anew
To range the field, and victorlike to raine,

TkitnoneagainstthembattelldLirstmaintaine.

By that the gloomy euening on them fell.

That forced them from fighting to refraine,

And trumpets sound tocease did them comjDell,

k) Sal\rane that day was iudg'd to beare the

bell.

26

!Tie morrow next the Tumey gan anew,

And with the first the hardy Salyrane

Appear'd in place, with all his noble crew.

On th'other side, full many a warlike swaine,

Assembled were, that glorious prize to gaine.

But mongst them all, was not Sir Triamond,

Vnable he new battell to darraine,

Throughgricuaunce of his late receiued wound,
rhat doubly did him grieue, when so himselfe

he found.

27

\TiichCflmW/seeing,thoughhccouldnotsalue,

Ne (lone vndoe, yet for to salue his name.
And purchase honour in his friends bchalue,

This goodly countcrfesaunce he did frame.

The shield and armes well knowne to be the

same,

WTiich Triamondh'xd worne, vnwares to wight.

And to his friend vnwist, for doubt of blame,

If he mis<Jid, he on himselfe did dight,

Hiat none coul<i him discerne, and so went
forth to fight.

28

riurc Sat\rane Lord f>f the field he found,

Triumphing in great ioy and iolity;

Gainst whom noncaljle was to stand on ground

;

Tliat murh he g;in iiis glorio to cnuy,

An'l ca^^t t'aucnge his friends indignity.

A tii: ire cftsooncs at him he bent

;

\M'' im come on so furion^Iv,

ini<I-way with rr|iiall hardiuKiit,

i <lytoground they both together went.

29
Hipy xp againe them sclues cin llt;htly rcarc,

And to their trytd swords thtni st lues betake
;

With which they wrought such wondrous
rnaru* Is thtrc,

Tliat all thi- ri-*.t it did amazed make,
r {xrill to partake ;

. now rluiriiig to an<I fro,

round adnant.i^^f for to take :

I'-'xircs t'>githtr graplijig go,

. hauttni; and iomin^; cholcr each against his fo.

30
So as they courst, and tumeyd here and theare.

It chaunst Sir Salyrane his steed at last.

Whether through foundring or through sodein

feare

To stumble, that his rider nigh he cast;

Which vauntage Cambell did pursue so fast,

That ere him selfe he had recouered well.

So sore he sowst him on the compast creast.

That forced him to leaue his loftie sell.

And rudely tumbling downe vnder his horse

feete fell.

31
Lightly Camhello leapt do\\Tie from his steed.

For to haue rent his shield and armes away,
That whylome wont to be the victors meed

;

When all vnwares he felt an hideous sway
Of many swords, that lode on him did lay.

An hundred knights had him enclosed round.

To rescue Salyrane out of his pray

;

All which at once huge strokes on him did

pound.

In hope to take him prisoner, where he stood on

ground.
32

He witli their multitude was nought dismayd.

But witli stout courage turnd vpon them all.

And with his brondiron round about him layd

;

Of which he dealt large almes. as did befall

:

Like as a Lion that by chaunce doth fall

Into the hunters toile. doth rage and rore.

In royall heart disdaining to be thrall.

But all in vaine: for what might one do more?
They haue him taken captiue, though it grieue

him sore.

Whereof when ncwcs to Trianwndw:^ brought.

There as he lay, his wound he s«mne forgot.

And start ingvp, St rcight for hi^ armour sought:

In vaine he sought ; for there he found it not

;

CanibcUo it away before had got

:

Cambdlocs amies therefore lie on him threw,

And lightly issewd forth to take his lot.

There he in troupe found all that warlike crew,

Leailing his friend away, full sorie to his vcw.

Into tlie thickest of th.it knightly nreassc

He thrust, and smote downe ail that was

In'twecnc,

dried with feruent zcale. ne did he ceasse,

Till that he tame, where he had Cfinibrll ficvxyc.

Like captive thr.d two other Kin'ghts atwecne,

There he amongst tlutn rruell hauoeke makes,

That they wliithlea<lliim.so< me enforced beenc

To let him liwise, to saue their pro|H-r stakes,

Who Ixiiig fretii, ficiu o;;c a Wi.iix'ii liitnlv

takc5.

' 3
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35
With that he driues at themwith dreadful! might,
Both in remembrance of his friends late harme,

And in reuengement of his owne despight,

So both together giue a new allarme,

As if but now the battell wexed warme.

As when twogreedy Woluesdoe breake by force

Into an heard, farre from the husband farme,

They spoile and rauine without all remorse,

So did these two through all the field their foes

enforce. ^
FierceK- they foUowd on their bolde emprize,

Till trumpets sound did warne them all to rest;

Then all with one consent did yeeld the prize

To Triamond and Camhell as the best.

But Triamond to Camhell it relest.

And Cambell it to Triamoitd transferd

;

Each labouring t'aduance the others gest,

And make his praise before his owne preferd :

So that the doome was to another day diflerd.

37
The last day came,whenall those knightesagame

Assembled were their deedes of armes to shew.

Full many deedes that day were shewed plainer

But Salyrane boue all the other crew,

His wondrous worth declared in all mens view.

For from the first he to the last endured.

And though some while Fortune from him

withdrew,

Yet euermore his honour he recured,

And with vnwearied powrehis party stillassurcd.

38

Newas there Knight tliat euer thought of armes,

But that his vtmost prowesse there made
knowen, [harmes,

That by their many wounds, and carelesse

By shiuered speares, and swords all vnder

strowen,

By scattered shields was easie to be showen.

The re mightyesee loose steeds atrandom ronne.

Whose luckelesse riders late wereouerthrowen

;

And squiers make hast to helpe their Lords

fordonne.

But still the Knights of Maidenhead the better

wonne.
39

Till that there entred on the other side, [reed,

A straunger knight, from whence no man could

In quyent disguise, full hard to be dcscride.

For ail his armour was like saluage weed,

With woody mossc bedight, and all his steed

With oaken leaues attrapt, that seemed fit

For saluage wight, and thereto well agreed

His word, which on his ragged shield was writ,

Saluagesse sans finesse, shewing secret wit.

40
He at his first incomming, charg'd his spere

At him, that first appeared in his sight

:

That was to weet, the stout Sir Sangliere,

\Mio well was knowen to be a valiant Knight,

Approued oft in many a perlous fight.

Him at the first encounter downe he smote,

And ouerbore beyond his crouper quight.

And after him another Knight, that hote

Sir Brianor, so sore, that none him life behote.

Then ere his hand he reard, he ouerthrew
Seuen Knights one after other as they came :

And when his speare was brust, his sword he
drew,

The instrument of wrath, and with the same
Far'd like a lyon in his bloodie game,
Hewing, and slasliing shields, and helmets

bright.

And beating dovsme, what euer nigh him came,
That euery one gan shun his dreadfull sight,

No lesse then death it selfe, in daungerous

affright.
42

^luchwondred all men,what, or whence he came,
That did amongst the troupes so tyrannize ;

And each of other gan inquire his name.
But when they could not learne it by no wize,

Most answerable to his wyld disguize

It seemed, him to terme the saluage knight.

But certes his right name was otherwize.

Though knowne to few, t\i2itArih€gall\it hight,

The doughtiest knight that Uv'd that day, and

most of might.
43

.

Tlius was Sir Saiyrane with all his band
By his sole manhood and atchieuement stout

Dismayd , that none of them in field durst stand,

But beaten were, and chased all about.

So he continued all that day throughout,

Tilleucning.thattheSunnegandownwardbend.

Then rushed forth out of the thickest rout

A stranger knight, that did his glorie shend :

So nought may be esteemed happie till the end.

44
He at his entrance charg'd his powTcfuU speare

At Artegall, in middest of his pryde.

And therewith smote him on his \'mbriere

So sore, that tombling backe, he downe did

sl\-de

Ouer his horses taile aboue a stryde
;

\Mience litle lust he had to rise againe.

Which Cavibellseeinc^, much the same enuyde,

And ran at him with all his might and maine ;

But shortly was likewise scene lying on the

plaine.

I
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^5
Vhereat full inly wroth was Tnamond,
And cast t' auenge theshame doen to his freend

:

But by his friend himselfe eke soone he fond,

In no lesse neede of helpe, then him he weend.

All which when Blandamour from end to end

Beheld, he woxe therewith displeiiscd sore,

And thought in mind it shortly to amend :

His speare he feutred, and at him it bore
;

5ut with no better fortune, then the rest afore.

'ull many others at him likewise ran :

But all of them likewise dismounted were,

Ne ccTtes wonder ; for no powre of man
Could bide the force of that enchaunted speare,

The which this famous Britomarl did beare
;

With which she wondrous deeds of arms
atchieucd,

And ouerthrew, what euer came her neare.

That all those stranger knights full sore

agrieued,

Lnd lliatlate weakerband of chalengers relieued

.

47
.ike as in sommcrs day when raging heat

Doth burne the earth, and boylcd riucrs drie.

That all brute beasts forst to refraine fro meat,
Doe hunt for shade, where shrowdcd they may

He,

And missing it, faine from thcmsclues to flic;

All traucUcrs tormented are with paine :

A watry cloud doth ouercast the skic,

And iHxireth forth a sudden shourc of raine,

Tiatallthcwretched world rcconifortethagainc.

j8
lO did the warlike Britoiimrt restore

Tlie prize, to knights of Maydcnhead tliat day.

Which else was like to hauc Ix-ne lf>st, and bore

The praysc of prowcssc frcnn them all away.
Tlieii shrilling trom[K-ts loudly gan to brav,

And Lid thtnileauct heir lal)Oursan(ll(»ng toy le,

To iovous feast and f»thtr urntle play,

Wlierc beauties prize shold win that pretious

Sjioylc :

Mierc I with sound of trompc will also rest a
whyle.

%^^^

Cant. V.

The Ladiesjor the girdle slriue

ojjamous Florimell :

Scudamour comviing to Cares house,

doth sleepejrom him expeU.

I

It hath bene through all ages euer scene,

That with the praise of armes and cheualrie,

The prize of beau tie still hath ioyned beene ;

And tliat for reasons speciall priuitie :

For either doth on other much relie.

For he me secmes most fit the faire to serue^

That can her best defend from villenie
;

And she most fit his seruice doth deserue.

That fairest is and from her faith will neucr
swerue.

2

So fitly now here commeth next in place,

After the proofe of prowesse ended well,

The controuerse of beauties soueraine grace;

In which to her that doth the most excell,

Shall fall the girdle of faire Florimell :

That many wish to win for glorie vaine,

And not for vertuous vsc, which some doe
tell

That glorious belt did in it sclfe containe,

Which Ladies ought to loue, and sceke for to

obtaine.

3
That girdle gauc the vertuc of chast loue.

And wiufhoo<.l true, to all that did it

beare

;

But whosocuer contraric doth prouc.

Might not the same about her middle wcare,
But it would loose, or else a sunder tcare.

Whilomc it was (as Faeries wont rii>ort)

Dame Vnius girdle, by her steemed deare.

What time she vsd to liuc in wiuely sort ;

But byd aside, when so she v-sd her looser sport.

4
Ilcr liuslxind Vukan whylomc for her sake.

When lir>l he loucd her with heart entire.

This pretious ornament they s;iy did make,
And wrought in lxmiio\\'\\\\ vm|uenchcd fire:

And afterwards did for her k)ues first hire,

(line it to her, for euer to remaine,

Tlien with to bind Lisciuions drsire,

And I<K)se affections streightly t«) restrainc;

Whith verlue it for euer after did retainc.
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The same one day, when she her selfe disposd

To visite her beloued Paramoure,

The God of warre, she from her middle loosd,

And left behind her in her secret bowre,

On Acidalian mount, where many an howre

She with the pleasant Graces wont to play.

There Florimell in her first ages flowre

Was fostered by those Graces, (as they say)

And brought with her from thence tliat goodly

belt away.
^

That goodly belt was Cestiis hight by name,

And as her life by her esteemed deare.

No wonder then, if that to winne the same

So many Ladies sought, as shall appeare
;

Forpearelesseshewasthought, thatdiditbeare.
And now by this their feast all being ended.

The iudges which thereto selected were,

Into the Martian field adowne descended.

To deeme this doutfull case, for which tliey all

contended.
. 7

But first was question made, which of those

Knights

That lately turneyd, had the wager wonne :

There was it iudged by those worthie wights,

That Satyrane the first day best had donne :

For heiast ended, hauing first begonne.

The second was to Triamond behight.

For that he sau'd the victour from fordcmne :

For Cainbell victour was in all mens sight.

Till by mishap he in his foemens hand did light.

8

The thirddayesprizevn tothatstraungerKnight,

Whom all men term'd Knight of the Hebene
speare,

To Britomart was giuen by good right;

For that with puissant stroke she downe did

beare

The Saluage Knight, that victour was whileare.

And all the rest, which had the best afore,

And to the last vnconquer'd did appeare
;

For last is deemed best. To her therefore

The fayrest Ladie was adiudgd for Paramore.

9
But thereat greatly grudged Arthegall,

And much repynd, that both of victors meede.

And eke of honour she did him forestall.

Yet motehe not withstand,what was decreede;

But inly thought of that despightfull deede

Fit time t'awaite auenged for to bee.

This being ended thus, and all agreed,

Then next ensew'd the Paragon to see

Of beauties praise, and yeeld the fayrest her due

fee.

Then first Camhello brought vnto their view
His faire Caynbina, couered with a veale

;

Which beingoncewithdrawne,mostperfect hew
And passing beautie did eftsoones reueale,

That able was weake harts away to steale

Next did Sir Trianiond vnto their sight

The face of his deare Canacee vnheale

;

Whose beauties beame eftsoones did shine so

bright,

That daz'd the eyes of all, as with exceeding

light.

II

And after her did Paridcll produce
His false Duessa, that she might be seene,

Who with her forged beautie did seduce

The hearts of some, that fairest her did weene

;

As diuerse wits affected diuers beene.

Then did Sir Ferraniont vnto them shew
His Liicida, that was full faire and sheene.

And after these an hundred Ladies moe
Appear'd in place, the which each other did

outgoe.

12

All which who so dare thinke for to enchace,

Him needeth sure a golden pen I weene,

To tell the feature of each goodly face.

For since the day that they created beene,

So many heauenly faces were not seene

Assembled in one place : ne he that thought

For Chian folke to pourtraict beauties Queene,

By view of all the fairest to him brought.

So many faire did see, as here he might haue
sought.

13

At last the most redoubted Brilonesse,

Her louely Amoret did open shew
;

Whose face discouered, plainely did expresse

The heauenly pourtraict of bright Angels hew.

Well weened all, which her that time did vew,

That she should surely beare the bell away,

Till Blandamour, who thought he had the trew

And very Florimell, did her display :

The sight of whom once seene did all the rest

dismay.

14

For all afore that seemed fayre and bright.

Now base and contemptible did api>eare,

Compar'd to her, that shone as Phebes light,

Amongst the lesser starrcs in cuening cleare.

All that her saw with wonder rauisht weare,

And weend no mortall creature she should bee,

But somecelestiall shape, that flesh did beare:

Yet all were glad there Florimell to see :

Yet thought that Florimell was not so faire as

shee.

I
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5 guileful! Goldsmith that by secret skill,

Vith golden foyle doth finely ouer spred

)ome baser metall, which commend he will

/nto the vulgar for good gold insted,

ie much more goodly glosse thereon doth shed,

fo hide his falshood, then if it were trew :

k) hiard, this Idole was to be ared,

fhat Floritnell her selfe in all mens vew
le seem'd to passe : so forged things do fairest

shew.

16

ben was that golden belt by doome of all

jraunted to her, as to the fayrest Dame.
iVhich being brought, about her middle small

riiey thought to gird, as best it her became ;

But by no meanes they could it thereto

frame.

For eucr as they fastned it, it loos'd

\nd fell away, as feeling secret blame.

Full oft about her wast she it enclos'd
;

nd it as oft was from about her wast disclos'd.

hat all men wondrcd at the vncouth sight,

\nd each one thought, as totheirfanciescame.

But she her selfe did thinke it doen for spight,

\nd touched w.xs with secret wrath and shame
rherewith, as thing deuiz'd her to defame,
riien many other Ladies likewise tride,

Mwut their tender loynes to knit the same;
But it would not on none of them abide,

ut when they thought it fast, eftsoones it was
vntidc.

18

7W\r\\ when that scorncfull Squire ofDames did

vcw,

He lowdly gan to laugh, and thus to iest
;

•Mis for pittie that so fairc a crew,
\s like can not Ijc scene from East to West,

»t find one this girdle- to iinicst.

1 tlic man, that did it first imiciit,

i'o shame vs all with this, Vn^trt vnhlcst.

fyCt newer Lidic to his jouc assent,

Imt liath this day so many so vnimuily shcnt.

10

hcrcat all Knights gan laugh. aiuil^idiesiowrc:

rill that at last the gentle Auwrd
Nike" d, to prone th;it girdles |x)wre;

And .ilK)nt her middle set.

':;id 11 lit, withouten breach or let.

•if tfu- rest gan greativ lo enuie :

Inil < xceetlinglv did fret,

And .^ from her haixl h.ilfe angrily
lie bolt .igiiinc, nimut her IkkHc gan it tic.

Yet nathemore would it her bodie fit

;

Vet nathelesse to her, as her dew right.

It yeelded was by them, that iudged it

:

And she her selfe adiudged to the Knight,
That bore the Hebene speare, as wonae in fight.

But Brilonuirt would not thereto assent,

Ne her owne Amoret forgoe so light

For that strange Dame, whose beauties won-
derment

She lesse esteem'd, then th'others vertuous
gouernment.

Whom when the rest did see her to refuse,

They were full glad, in hope themselues to get
her

:

Yet at her choice they all did greatly muse.
But after that the ludgcs did arret her
Vnto the second best, that lou'd her better;

That was the Saluage Knight: but he was gone
In great displeasure, that he could not get her.

Then was she iudged Triamond his one;
But Triauwrid lou'd Canacce, and other none.

22
Tho vnto Satyran she was adiudged,
Who was right glad to gaine so goodly meed

:

But Blandamoiir thereat full greatly grudged,
And litlc prays'd his labours eiiill speed.

That for to winne the saddle, lost tne steed.

Ne lesse thereat did Paridell comphiine,
And thought t'appeale from that, which was

decreed.

To single combat with Sir Satyrane.

Theretoliim/l/tfstird, new discord tomaintaine.

23
And eke with these, full many other Knights
She through herv.icked working did incense.

Her to demaund. and ch;denge as their rights,

Deserucd for tlieir [xrils recom[K'nso.

Amongst the rest with boastfull vaine pretense

Stept linJUQddocliio forth, and as his thrall

I !er riaym'd , by h im in Kit tell wonne long sens

:

Whereto her selfe he did to witnesso c-.ill ;

\\ ho Uing tskt, accordingly confessed all.

24

Thereat exceeding wroth was Salyrnn ;

.And wroth with Siil\ran was IVandiiniour ;

\i\(\ wroth with lihuuldtiwur was Eriuau ;

.And at tlu-m both Sir l\iridtU did loure.

l^o all tojjetlicr stird \p strifnll stoure,

And rea<lie were new battt II to darraine.

Miirh one profest to Ik- her paranionre,

.An<l vow'il with sjK-are and shieM it to main-

t.iine
;

(restrainc.

Ne ludges powrc, nc reasons rule mote tluni



238 THE nil. BOOKE OF THE Cant. V.

Which troublous stirre when Satyrane auiz'd,

He gan to cast how to appease the same,

And to accord them all, this meanes deuiz'd :

First in the midst to set that fayrest Dame,
Towhom each one his chalenge should disclame,

And he himselfe his right would eke releasse :

Then looke to whom she voluntarie came,

- He should without disturbance her possesse :

Sweete is the loue that comes alone with will-

ingnesse.

26

They all agreed, and then that snowy Mayd
Was in the middest plast among them all

;

All on her gazing wisht, and vowd, and prayd,

And to the Queene of beautie close did call,

That she vnto their portion might befall.

Then when she long had lookt vpon each one,

As though she wished to haue pleasd them all,

At lost to Braggadochio selfe alone

She came of her accord, in spight of all his fone.

27

Which when they all beheld they chaftand rag'd,

And woxe nigh mad for very harts despight.

That from reuenge their willcs they scarse

asswag'd

:

Some thought from him her to haue reft by
might;

Some proffer made with him for her to fight.

Buthe nought car'd for all that they could say

:

For he their words as wind esteemed light.

Yet not fit place he thought it there to stay,

But secretly from thence that night her bore

awav.
28

Theywhichremaynd ,sosoone as they perceiu'd

,

That she wasgone, departed thence with speed.

And follow'd them, in mind her to haue reau'd

From wight vnworthie of so noble meed.

In which poursuit how each one did succeede,

Shall else be told in order, as it fell.

But now of Briiomari it here doth neede,

The hard aduentures and strange haps to tell

;

Since with the rest she went not after Florumll.

29
For soone as she them saw to discord set,

Her list no longer in that place abide;

But taking with her louely Amoret,
Vpon her first aduenture forth did ride,

Toseekeher lou'd,makingblindloue her guide.
Vnluckie Mayd to seeke her enemie,

\'nluckie Mayd to seeke him farre and wide,
Whom, wlicn he was vnto her selfe most nie.

She through his late disguizemcnt could him
not descric.

3°.

Somuch themore her griefe,themore her toy le:

Yet neither toyle nor griefe she once did spare.

In seeking him, that should her paine assoyle
;

Whereto great comfort in her sad misfare

Was Amorel, companion of her care :

Who likewise sought her louer long miswent,

The gentle Sciidamour, whose hart whileare

That stryfuU hag with gealous discontent

Had fild, tliat he to fell reueng was fully bent.

Bent to reuenge on blamelesse Briiomart

The crime, which cursed Ate kindled earst,

Thewhich likethornesdidpricke his gealous hart,

And through his soule like poysned arrow perst,

That by no reason it might be reuerst,

For ought that Glance could or doe or say.

For aye the more tliat she the same reherst,

Themoreitgauld,andgrieu'dhim nightand day.

That nought but dire reuenge his anger mote
defray.

So as they trauelled, the drouping night

Coueredwithcloudie stormeand bitter showre,

That dreadfull seem'd to euery lining wight,

Vpon them fell, before her timely howre
;

That forced them to seeke some couert bowre,

WTiere theymight hide their headsinquietrest,

And shrowd their persons from that stormie

stowre.

Not farre away, not meete for any guest

They spide a little cottage, like some poore

mans nest.
3.3

\ nder a steepe hilles side it placed was,

There where the mouldred earth had cav'd

the banke
;

And fast beside a little brooke did pas

Of muddie water, that like puddle stanke.

By which few crooked sallowes grew in ranker

WTiereto approachingnigh , they heardthesound
Of many yron hammers beating ranke,

And answering their wearie turncs around.

That seemed some blacksmith dwelt in that

desert ground..34
There entring in, they found the goodman selfe,

Full busily vnto his worke ybent

;

Who was to weet a wretched wearish elfe.

With hollow eyesand rawbonecheekes forspent,

As if he had in prison long bene pent

:

Full blacke and griesly did his face appeare,

Besmeard witli smoke tliat nigh his eye-sight

blent

;

With rugged beard, and hoarie shagged hcare,

The which he neuer wont to combe, or comely

sheare.
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35
Lude was his garment, and to rags all rent,

Ne better had he, ne for better cared :

With blistred hands emongst the cindei:s brent,

A.nd fingers filthie, with long navies vnpared,

Right fit to rend the food, on which he fared.

His name was Care; a blacksmith by his trade,

That neither day nor night fromworking spared,

But to small purpose yron wedges made :

hose be vnquiet thoughts, that carefull minds

inuade. ^

n which his worke he had sixe seruants prest,

About the Andvile standing euermore.

With huge great hammers, that did neuer rest

From heaping stroakes, which thereon soused

sore :

Allsixestrong groomes,but one then other more

;

For by degrees they all were disagreed
;

So likewise did the hammers which they bore.

Like belles in greatnesse orderly succeed,

'hat he which was the last, the first did farrc

cxceede.
37

le like a monstrous Gyant seem'd in sight,

Farre passing Brotileus, or Pyraanon great,

The which in Lipari doe day and night

Frame thunderbolts for loues auengefuU
threate.

So dreadfully he did the anduile beat.

That secin'dto dust he shortly would it driue :

So huge his hammer and so fierce his heat,

Tliat sccm'd a rocke of Diamond it could riuc,

ind rend a sunder quite, if he thereto list striue.

38
.

ir Scudamour there cntring, much admirf<l

The manner of their worke and wearie j)aiiie ;

And luuing Umg Ik-IicM, at last en(iuired

The cause and end thereof: but all in vaine
;

For they for nought would from their worke
refrairie,

Ne let his speeches come vnto their care.

And ckc the brcathfuU JHrllowes blew amaine.
Like to the Northrcn winde, that none could

hcare : (IkIIows weare.

liosc Pensijetusse did moue ; and Sii^hes tlic

iV1«irh\vhcn lluitwarriour saw.he s;ii<l noniorc,
Hni ill his armour lavd him downe to n-st

:

T') rrst he layd liim dowiu- v|K)n the (lore,

(^^^lvl()ln<•forv(^ltrousKniglllslll<•lK•<I(lill^^lKst)

Aii<l tlioii^^ht his wcarif limbs lo Ikhh- rrdrcst.

An<I tint old aged D.iinc. his faillifull S<|iiirr,

H'T ! nts lavd ckr a dowiic to rrst
;

Tliai iiiurh hcT wnikc age to cli-sirc,

\itcrm iony a trauill.whirh t luni IkmIi did t ire.

40
There lay Sir Saidamour long while expecting,

Whengentle sleepehis heauieeyes would close

;

Oft chaunging sides,and oft new place electing,

Where better seem'd he mote himselfe repose;

And oft in wrath he thence againe vprose;

And oft in wrath he kiyd him downe againe.

But wheresoeuer he did himselfe dispose.

He by no meanes could wished ease obtaine :

So euery place seem'd painefull, and ech chang-

i:ig vaine.

And euermore, when he to sleepe did thinke,

The hammers sound his senses did molest

;

And euermore, when he began to winke.

The bellowes noyse disturb'd his quiet rest,

Ne suffred sleepe to settle in his brest.

And all the night the dogs did barke and howle

About the house, at sent of stranger guest

:

And now the crowing Cocke, and now the Owle
Lowde shriking him afilicted to the very sowle.

42

And if by fortune any litle nap
Vpon his heauie eye-lids chaunst to fall.

Eftsoones one of those villeins him did rap

Vpon his headjieece with his yron mall

;

That he was soone awaked therewithall,

And lightly started vp as one affrayd;

Or as if one him suddenly did aiU.

So oftentimes he out of sleepe abrayd,

And then lay musing long, on tliat him ill apayd.

43
So long he muzcd, and so long he lay,

That at the last his wearie sprite opprcst

With llcshly weaknesse,whicii no creature may
Ix)ng time resist, gaue place to kindly rest,

That all his senses did full soone arrest

:

Yet in his soundest slecix;, his dayly feare

His ydle brainc gan l)usily moK st.

And made him dreame those two disloyall

were :

The things that day most minds, at night doc

most apiKare.

44
With that, the wirke<l rarle the maister Smith

A paire of ri^lwhot yron tongs ilid take

Out of the burning ( iiiders, and therewith

Vnder his side him nipt, that forst to wake.

He felt his hart for verv paine to quake.

And started v|) aneiige<l for to Ik*

On hiiM, the wliidi his (jiiiet sIomiIht braki :

Vet looking roMiid al>ont him noiu' rould ste ;

Vet did the smart remaine, though he hiiuiclfe

ditl lice.
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In such disquiet, and hartfretting payne,

He all that night, that too long night did passe.

And now the day out of the Ocean mayne
Began to peepe aboue this earthly masse,

With pearly dew sprinkling the morning
grasse

:

Then vp he rose like heauie lumpe of lead,

That in his face, as in a looking glasse,

The signes of anguish one mote plainely read.

And ghesse the man to be dismayd with gealous

dread.

46
Vnto his lofty steede he clombe anone,

And forth vpon his former voiage fared.

And with him eke that aged Squire attone
;

Wlio whatsoeuer perill was prepared,

Both equall paines and equall perill shared :

The end whereof and daungerous euent

Shall for another canticle be spared.

But here my wearie teeme nigh ouer spent

Shall breath it selfe awhile, after so long a went.

Cant. VI

.

Both Scudamour and Arthegall

Doefight -tiiih Brilomart,

He sees her face ; doth fall in hue,

and soone Jroni her depart.

I

What equall torment to the gricfe of mind,
And pyning anguish hid in gentle hart,

That inly feeds it selfe with thoughts vnkind.

And nourisheth her owne consuming smart ?

\\l'iat medicine can any Leaches art

Yeeldsuch a sore, that doth her gricuance hide,

And will to none her maladie impart ?

Such was the wound that Scudamour did gride;

For which Dan Phchus selfe cannot a saluc

prouide.

2

W'ho hauing left that rcstlesse house of Care,

The next day, as he on his way did ride,

Full of melancholic and sad misfare,

Through misconceipt; all vnawares cspide

An armed Knight vnder a forrcst side,

Sitting in shade beside his grazing steede
;

WTio soone as them approaching he descride,

Gan towards them to pricke with cgcr speedc.

That seein'd he was full bent to some mis-

chieuous deede.

Which Scudamour perceiuing, forth issewed

To haue rencountred him in equall race
;

But soone as th'other nigh approaching, vewed
The armes he bore, his speare he gan abase.

And voide his course : at which so suddain case

He wondred much. But th'other thus can say

;

Ah gtntle Scudamour, vnto your grace

I me submit, and you of pardon pray,

Thatalmost had against you trespassed this day

4
Whereto thus Scudamour, Small liarme it were
For any knight, vpon a ventrous knight

Without displeasance for to proue his spere.

But reade youSir,sith ye my name haue hight,

What is your owne, that I mote you requite.

Certes (sayd he) ye mote as now excuse

Me from discouering you my name aright

:

For time yet serues that I the same refuse,

But call ye me the Saliiage Knight, as others vse.

5
Then this, Sir Saluage Knight (quoth he) areede

;

Or doe you here within this forrest wonne,
That seemeth well to answere to your w^eede ?

Or haue ye it for some occasion donne ?

That rather seemes, sith knowen armes ye

shonne.

This other day (sayd he) a stranger knight

Shame and dishonour hath vnto me donne
;

Onwhom I waite towreake that fouledespight,

When euer he this way shall passe by day or

night. y." 6

Shame be his meede (quoth he) that mcaneth
shame.

But what is he, by whom ye shamed w'cre ?

A stranger knight,sayd he,vnknowncby name,
liutknowncby fame,and by an Hebene speare,

With which he all thatmethim,downedidbeare.

He in an open Turney lately held.

Fro me the honour of that game did rcare
;

And hauing me all wearie earst, downe fcld,

The fayrest Ladie reft,and euer since withheld.

7

When Scudamour heard mention of that speare,

lie wist right well, that it was Britomart,

The which from him his fairest loue did beare.

Tho gan he swell in euery itmer part,

For fell despight, and gnaw his gealous hart.

That thus he sharply sayd; Now by my head,

Yet is not this the first vnknightly part.

Which that same Icnight, whom by his launce

I read.

Hath doen to noble knights^ that many makes
him dread.
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"or lately he my loue hath fro me reft,

And eke defiled with foule villanie

The sacred pledfje, which in his faith .was left,

In shame of knighthood and fidelitie
;

The which ere long full deare he shall abie.

And if to that auenge by you decreed

This hand may helpe, or succourought supplie,

It shall not fayle, when so ye shall it need.

)0 both to wreake their wrathes on Britovmrt

agreed
9

Miiles thus they communed, lo farre away
A I\jiight soft ryding towards them they spyde,

Attyr'd in forraine annes and straunge aray :

Whom when they nigh approcht, they plaine

descryde

To be the same, for whom they did abyde.

Sayd then Sir Sciidamour, Sir Sahiage knight

Let me this craue, sith first I was defyde,

Tiiat first I may that wrong to him requite :

^nd if I hap to fayle, you shall recure my right.

10

\1uch being yeelded, he his threatfull speare

Gan fewter, and against her fiercely ran.

VVlio soone as she him saw apj^roaching neare

With so fell rage, her sclfe she ligiitly gan
To dight, to welcome him, well as she can :

But entertaind him in so rude a wise,

Tliattothegroundshesmotcbothhorseandman;
Whence neither greatly hasted to arise.

But on their common harmcs together did

dcuise.

But Arlegall beholding his mischaiuicc.

New matter added to his former fire
;

And eft auentritig his steeleheaded launcc,

A^'.iinst her rode, full of des[Mteous ire,

Tliat nought but spoyle and vengeance did

require.

But t(j himselfc iiis fclonous intent

Returning, disa()|Xjintcd \\\< desire,

Whiles vnawares his s;iddle he forwent,

\w\ found hinisclfe on grouiul in great amaze-
ment.

12

l,ightly he started vj) out of that s(oun<l,

.\nd snatching fortli his dircfull deadly blade,

Did lea[>e to her, as doth an eger hound
Tliriist lo an Hynd within some couert glade.

Whom without pcrill h<- caiuiot inuade.

With su(h (ell greedincs he licr ass;ivK<l,

That thouglislieinoutitedwrre.yet hehfrinade
To >/\\\r him gr«»un<I, (so nnich his fctrct-

i>reuavU<l)

Knd shun hi^ mighlic strokes, g;uiisl which no
urmes uuuylcd.

13
So as they coursed here and there, it chaunst
That in her wheeling round, behind her crest

So sorely he her strookc.that thence it glaunst
Adowne her backe, the which it fairely blest

From foule mischance ; ne did it euer rest,

Till on her horses hinder parts it fell

;

Where byting deepe, so deadly it imprest.
That quite it chynd his backe behind the sell,

And to alight on foote her algates did ccmpell.

14
Like as the lightning brond from riuen skie,

Throwne out by angry lone in his vengeance,
With dreadfull force falles on some steeple hie

;

\Mnch battring, downe it on the church doth
glance,

And teares it all with terrible mischance.
Yet she no whit dismayd, her steed forsooke,

And casting from her that enchaunted lance,

Vnto her sword and shield her soone betooke ;

And therewitliall at him right furiously she

strooke.
15.

So furiously she strooke in her first heat.

Whileswith long fight on foot hebreatb.lesse was,
That she him forced backward to retreat,

And yeeld vnto her weapon way to pas

:

Whose raging rigour neither Steele nor bras
Could Stay, but to the tender flesh it went.
And pour'd the purple bloud forth on the gras

;

That all iiis mayle yriv'd, and plates yrent,

Shew'd all his bodie bare vnto tlie cruell dent.

16

At length when as he saw her hastie heat
.•\bate. and [)anting breath begin to favle.

He through long sufferance growing now more
great.

Rose in his strength, and gan her fresh assavle,

Heaping huge strokes, as thicke as showre of

And lashing drradfuily at euery part, [havle,

As if he thought lier soule to disintravle.

Ah cruell hand, and thris.- more cruell hart.

That workst such wrecke on her, lo whom thou
dearest art.

17

Wluit yron courage eucr amid endure,
To worke such outrage on so fairc a creature ?

And in his madness*.- thinke with hands impure
To spoyle so giKjdlv- workmanship ()f n.iture,

Tlie maker selfe resembling in her feature ?

Certes .some In llish furie. or some feend

Thi-. mixhiife fi.im<i. for their first loues

defeature.

Tobalh their hands in bjoud of dc:ire!»t frifnd,

Thereby lo make their loues l»cpnning, their

liucH end.
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18

Thus long they trac'd, and trauerst to and fro,

Sometimespursewing,andsometimespursewed,
Still as aduantage they espyde thereto :

But toward th'end Sir Arihegall renewed

His strength still more, but she still more
decrewed.

At last his lucklesse hand he heau'd on hie,

Hauing his forces all in one accrewed,

And therewith stroke at her so hideouslie,

That seemed nought but death mote be her

destinie.

The wicked stroke vpon her helmet chaunst,

And with the force, which in it selfe it bore.

Her ventayle shard away, and thence forth

glaunst

A downe in vaine, ne harm'd her any more.
With that her angels face, vnseene afore.

Like to the ruddie morne appeard in sight,

Deawed with siluer drops, throughsweatingsore,

But somew^hat redder, then beseem'd aright,

Through toylesome heate and labour of her

weary fight.

And round about the same, her yellow heare

Hauingthroughstirringloosd their wonted band,
Like to a golden border did appeare,

Framedingoldsmithes forge vvithcunninghand:
Yet goldsmithes cunning could not vnderstand
To frame such subtile wire, so shinie cleare.

For it did glister like the golden sand.

The which Padolus with his waters shere,

Throwes forth vpon the riuage round about
him nere.

21

And as his hand he vp againe did reare.

Thinking to worke on her his vtmost WTacke,

His powrelesse armebenumbdwithsecretfeare
From his reuengefuU purpose shronke abacke.

And cruell sword out of his fingers slacke

Fell downetoground,as if the Steele had sence,

And felt some ruth, or sence his handdid lacke,

Or both of them did thinke, obedience

To doe to so diuine a beauties excellence.

22

And he himselfe long gazing thereupon,

At last fell humbl\' downe vpon his knee,

And of his wonder made religion,

Weening some heauenly goddesse he did see.

Or else vnweeting, what it else might bee
;

And pardon her besought his errour frayle,

That had done outrage in so high degree :

Whilest trembling horrour did his sense

assay le.

And made cch member quake, and manly hart

to quayle.

23
Nathelesse she full of wrath for that late stroke,

All that long while vpheld her wrathfuU hand,
With fell intent, on him to bene ywroke.
And looking sterne, still ouer him did stand,

Threatning to strike, vnlesse he would with-

stand :

And bad him rise, or surely he should die.

But die or Hue for nought he w'ould vpstand
But her of pardon prayd more earnestlie,

Or wreake on him her will for so great iniurie.

24
WTiich when as Scudamour, who now abrayd,
Beheld, w-hereas he stood not farre aside,

He was therewith right wondrously dismayd,
And drawing nigh, when as he plaine descride

That peerelesse paterneofDame natures pride,

And heauenly image of perfection.

He blest himselfe, as one sore terrifide,

And turning his feare to faint deuotion,

Did worship her as some celestiall vision.

But Glauce, seeing all that cliaunced there,

Well weeting how their errour to assoyle.

Full glad of so good end, to them drew nere,

And her salewd with seemely belaccoyle,

loyous to see her safe after long toyle.

Then her besought, as she to her was deare,

To graunt vnto those warriours truce a whyle

;

Which yeelded, they their beuers vp did reare,

And shew'd themselues to her, such as indeed

they were.
^

\\Tien Britoniart with sharpe auizefuU eye
Beheld the louely face of Artegall,

Tempred \vith sternesse and stout maiestie,

She gan eftsoones it to her mind to aiU,

To be the same which in her fathers hall

Long since in that cnchaunted glasse she saw.

Therewith her wrathfull courage gan appall,

And haughtie spirits meekely to adaw,
Tliat her enhaunced hand she downe can soft

withdraw.
27

Yet she it forst to liaue againe vpheld.

As fayning choler, which was turn'd to cold :

But euer when his visage she beheld.

Her handfelldowne, and would no longer hold

The wrathfull weapon gainst his countnance

bold:

But when in vaine to fight she oft assayd,

She arm'd her tongue, and thought at him to

scold
;

Nathlesse her tongue not to her will obayd,
But brought forth speeches myld, when she

would haue missayd.
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28

But Scudamour now woxen inly glad,

That all his gealous feare he false had found,

And how that Hag his loue abused had
With breach of faith and loyaltie vnsound,

The which long time his grieued hartdid wound,
He thus bespake ; Certes Sir Artegall,

I ioy to see you lout so low on ground,

And now become to liue a Ladies thrall,

rhat whylome in your minde wont to despise

them all.
29

Scone as she heard the name of Artegall,

Her hart did leape, and all her hart-strings

tremble.

For sudden ioy, and secret feare wiihall,

And all her vitall powres with motion nimble.

To succour it, themselues gan there assemble,

That by the swift recourse of flushing blood

Right plaine appcard, though she it would
dissemble,

And fayncd still her former angry mood,
rhiriking to hide the depth by troubling of the

flood.
3°.

^Mien Gl'iHce thus gan wisely all vpknit

;

Ye gentle Knights, whom fortune here hath

To be spectators of this vncouth fit, [brought.

Which secret fate hath in this Ladie wrought.
Against thccour'^eof kind,nemeruaile nought,

Ne thenceforth feare the thing tliat hcthertoo

Hath troubled both your mindes with idle

thought.

Fearing least she your loues away should woo,
Feari d in vainc, sith meanes ye see there wants

thereloo.

\nd you Sir Artegall, the saluage knight,

Hfii'Tforth may not disdaiiie, that woinanshand
Hath corjfjiicred you anew in strond fight

:

Foi whylome thLyhauecon(}uerd sea and land.

And licaucn it sclfe, that nnii^^'ht may them
withstand.

Ne henceforth l>e rLl)ellious vnto loue,

Tliatjsthccrowneof kuigiithood.and the band
Of noble minds deriued from alK)uc,

VVIiidi being knit with verlue, neucr will

reinoue.
^^

And you faire Ladie kni;^ht, my dearest Dame,
Relent the rigf)ur of your wrathfull will,

Wlu»sc fire were better turn'd toollur llame
;

And wiping out renuinbrano- of all ill.

Clr.iiint hitn your grace-, but so that he fulfill

Tlie iK-riarue, wlii( h ye shall t(t him einpart :

For loners lifaum nnist p;i.ssr bvsorrowes hell.

Thrrr.it full itilv l)luslie<l Urilnmurt
\

Hut Arif^iiU close stnyling ioy'd in secret luirl.

2>i

Yet durst he not make loue so suddenly,

Ne thinke th'affection of her hart to draw
From one to other so quite contrary :

Besides her modest countenance he saw
So goodly graue, and full of princely aw.
That it his ranging fancie did refraine,

And looser thoughts to lawfull bounds with-

draw
;

Whereby the passiongrewmore fierceand faine.

Like to a stubborne steede whom strong hand
would restraine.

34 .

But 5^Miamo7<r whosehart twixtdoubtfull feare

And feeble hope hung all this while suspence,

Desiring of his Amoret to heare

Some gladfull newes and sure intelligence,

Iler thus Ix^spake ; But Sir without offence

Mote I request you tydings of my loue,

My Avioret, sith you her freed fro thence,

^^^lereshecaptiued long.great woes didproue;

Tliat where ye left, I may her seeke, as doth

behoue.
35

To whom thus Bntomart, Certes Sir knight.

What is of her become, or whether reft,

I can not vnto you aread a right.

For from that time I from enchaunters theft

Iler freed, in which ye her all hojx'lesse left,

I her preseru'd from j^erill and from feare.

And euermore from villenie her kept

:

Ne euer was there wight to me more deare

Tlien .she, ne vnto whom I more true loue did

bcare.
36

Till on a day as through a desert wyld
We trauelii'd, both wcarie of the way
We did alight, and s;ite in shallow myld :

Wliere fcarekssc I to sleein? me downe did lay.

But wluii as 1 did out of slee]>e abray,

I found her not, N\here I her left >Nhyleare,

But thought she wandred was.or goneiistray.

I cal'tl her loud, I sought her farre and neare ;

But no where could her find, nor tydings of her

heare.
37

\Mien Scudamour those lieauie tydings heard.

His hart w;ls thrild with point of deatlly feare;

Ne in his face or blond or life ap|>card.

But senselessc stcxHl, like to a ma/ed stiare.

That yetofmortalKtrokelhestoumMothlHare.
Till ^/7<n«r thus; faire Sir. Ik* nought disma\il

With nee<lelesse drea<l.till eertaintie ye he.ire:

For yet she may Ik' s;ile tlu)ugh somewhat
.strayd ;

It.H Ix-st to hojx: the Ih-sI. tli.ni.-li ,.f ih, wi.t-f

aflnivd.
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II

2>^

Nathlesse he hardly of her chearefull speech

Did comfort take, or in his troubled sight

Shew'd change of better cheare : so sore a

breach

That sudden newes had made into hisspright;

Till Brilomart him fairely thus bchight

;

Great cause of sorrow certes Sir ye haue :

But comfort take : for by this heauens light

I vow, you dead or liuing not to leaue,

Till I her find, and wreake on him that her did

reaue.
39

Therewith he rested, and well pleased was.

So peace being confirm'd amongst them all,

They tooke their steeds, and forward thence

did pas

Vnto some resting place, which mote befall.

All being guided by Sir Ariegall.

Where goodly solace was vnto them made,
Aiid dayly feasting both in bowre and hall,

\'ntill that they their wounds well healedhad,

And wearie limmes recur'd after late vsage bad.

40
In all which time, Sir Ariegall made way

• Vnto the loue of noble Britoniart,

And with meeke seruice and much suit did lay

Continuall siege vnto her gentle hart,

Which being whylome launcht with louely dar t

,

More eath was new impression to receiue,

How euer she her paynd with womanish art

To hide her wound, that none might it

percciue :

Vaine is the art that seekes it selfe for to

deceiue.
41

So wellhe woo'dher,and so well he wrought her,

With faire entreatie and sweet blandisliment,

That at the length vnto a bay he brought her,

So as she to his speeches was content

To lend an eare, and softly to relent.

At last through many vowes which forth he
pour'd,

And many othes, she yeelded her consent

To be his loue, and take him for her Lord,

Till they with mariage meet might finish that

accord.
42

Tho when they had long time there taken rest,

Sir Ariegall, who all this while was bound
Vpon an iiard aduenture yet in quest,

Fit time for him thence to depart it found,

To follow that, which he did long propound

;

And vnto her his congee came to take.

But hertlierewith full sore displeasd he found,

.\nd loth to leaue her late betrothed make,
Her dearest loue full loth so shortly to forsake.

-^3

Yet he with strong perswasions her asswaged,
And wonne her will to suffer him depart

;

For which his faith with her he fast engaged,

And thousand vowes from bottome of his hart,

Tiiat all so soone as he by wit or art

Could that atchieue, whereto he did aspire,

He vnto her would speedily reuert

:

No longer space thereto he did desire.

But till the horned moone three courses did

expire.

44
With which she for the present was appeased.

And yeelded leaue, how euer malcontent
She inly were, and in her mind displeased.

So early in the morrow next he went
Forth on his way, to which he was ybent.

Ne wight him to attend, or way to guide,

As whylome was the custome ancient

Mongst Knights, when on aduentures they did

ride,

Saue that she algates him a while accompanide.

45
And by the way she sundry purpose found
Of this or that, the time for to delay.

And of the perils whereto he was bound,
The feare whereof seem'd much her to affray:

But all she did was but to weare out day.

Full oftentimes she leaue of him did take
;

And eft againe deuiz'd some what to say.

Which she forgot, whereby excuse to make :

So loth she was his companie for to forsake.

46
At last when all her speeches she had spent.

And new occasion fayld her more to find.

She left him to his fortunes gouernment.
And backe returned with right heauie mind.
To Scudamour, who she had left behind.

With whom she went to seeke faire Amorel,

Her second care, though in another kind
;

For vertues onely sake, which doth beget

True loue and faithfull friendship, she by her

did set.

47
Backe to that desert forrest they rctyred,

WTiere sorie Brilomart had lost her late
;

There they her sought, and euery where in-

quired,

^^^lere they might tydings get of her estate ;

Yet found they none. But by what haplesse

fate.

Or hard misfortune she was thence conuayd,

And stolne away from her beloued mate,

Were long to tell ; therefore I here will stay

Vntill another tyde, that I it finish may.
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Ainoret rapt by greedie lust

Belphebe sauesfrom dread,

The Squire her hues, and being blamed

his dayes in dole doth lead.

reat God of loue, that with thy cruell dart

[)oest conquer greatest conquerors on ground,

\jid setst thy langdome in the captiue harts

3f Kings and Keasars, to thy seruice bound,

kMiatglorie, or what guerdon hast thou found

[a feeble Ladies tyranning so sore
;

\nd adding anguish to the bitter wound,
tVith which their hues thou lanchedst long

afore,

y hea[jing stormes of trouble on them daily

more ?

2

3 whylome didst thou to faire Florimell
;

\nd so and so to noble Britomart :

50 doest thou now to her, of whom I tell,

rhe louely Anxoret, whose gentle iiart

rhou martyrest with sorow and witii smart,

[n s;iluage forrests, and in deserts wifle,

rVith Beures and Tygers taking hcauie [lart,

iV'ithouten comfort, and withouten guide,

lull i>itliL' is tu hearcthe perils, whichshe tride.

) sr>r)nc as she with that i)raue Britonesse

lad left that Turneyment for Ix-aulics prise,

rhcy trauel'd long, tl uu now for wearinesse,

i(A\\ of the way, and warlike exercise,

loth througli a forest ryding did deuisc
'"' '• ht, and rest their wearie limbs awhile,

heiuiic sleejx; the eye-lids did surprise

'; Liritomart after long tedious toyle,

lat difl her passed paines in cjuiet rest assoyle.

4
'

• !iil"s faire Amoret, of nought aflcard,
' tiirough the woo<l, for j)le;Lsure, or for

'•
J

^M'l'lfnlv iK'hind her hacke she heard
rlh out of the thickest wi'i"<l,

. ickr rouM turne to taken hct <!,

vnawarcs h«T snatrhe<l vp from groun«l.

s\w shrirkt, but so feebly indeed,

liritotnarl \\v^.\x^\ not the shrilling sound,
•If where tlirougli weary trauel she lay

tlocping sound.

It was to weet a wilde and saluage man.
Yet was no man, but onely like in sliape

And eke in stature higher by a span.

All ouergrowne with haire. that could awhape
An hardy hart, and his wide moutli did gape

With huge great teeth, Uke to a tusked Bore :

For he liu'd all on rauin and on raj^e

Of men and beasts ; and fed on fleshly gore.

The signe whereof yet stain'd his bloudy lips

afore ,

His neather lip was not like man nor beast.

But likea wide decpe]">oke. downe hanging low,

In which he wont the relickes of his feast,

Andcruellspoyle, which he hadspard.to stow:

And ouer it his huge great nose did grow.

Full dreadfully emjiurpled all witli bloud :

And downe both sides two wide long eares did

glow, [stood,

And raught downe to his waste, \\hen vp he

More great then th'eares of Elephants bv Indus

flood.

Ilis wast was with a wreath of yuie grecne

Engirt about, ne other garment wore :

For all his haire was like a garment scene
;

And in his hand a tall young oake he bore,

Whose knottie snags were sharpned all afore,

.\nd beath'd in fire for Steele to be in sled.

But whence he was, or of what woml)e ybore.

Of beasts, or of the earth, I haue not red :

But certcs was with milke of \N'olues and Tvgres

This vgly creature in his annes her snatcht,

.\nd througli the forrest bore her quite away.
Wilhbricrsund bushcsalltortnt and scratcht;

Ne care he liad, ne pittie of the pray,

Whiclunany a knight hadsought somanyaday-
He stayed not, but in his armes her bearing

Ran, till he came to th'eufl (»f all his way,
\'nto his caue farre from all i><.ojiKs hearing,

.\nd tlure he threw her in, nought feeling, ne

nought fearing.

For she dcare I^die all the way was dead,

\Miilest heinarmeslurbore: but wlun she felt

Her st-lfi- downe soust. slu- waked out of dread

.Stni^'ht into gricfe, that hir deare hart nigh

swelt.

.And eft gan into tender t«ares to nult.

Then when she l<M)kt alxiut. and nothing found

But durkncssc and dread horrour. where she

dwelt.

She almost fell againe into a swound.
Ne wist whether abovie she were, or vnder

ground.
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10

With that she heard some one close by her side

Sighing and sobbing sore, as if the paine

Her tender hart in peeces would diuide :

Which she long listning, softly askt againe

What mister wight it was that so did plaine ?

To whom thus aunswer'd was : Ah wretched

wight

That seekes to know anothers gricfe in vaine,

Vnweeting of thine owne like haplesse plight

:

Selfe to forget to mind another, is ouersight.

II

Ave me (said she) where am I, or with whom ?

Emong the liuing, or emong the dead ?

What shall of me vnhappy maid become ?

Shall death be th'end, or ought else worse,

aread.

Vnhappymayd(thenanswerd she)whosedread
Vntride, is lesse then when thou shalt it try :

Death is to him, that wretched life doth lead,

Both grace and gaine ; but he in hell doth lie,

That Hues a loathed life,and wishing cannot die.

12

This dismall day hath thee a caytiue made,
And vassall to the vilest wretch aliue,

Whose cursed vsage and vngodly trade

Theheauensabhorre,andintodarkenessedriue.

For on the spoile of women he doth Hue,

Whose bodies chast, when euer in his powre
He may them catch, vnable to gainestriue.

He with his shamefuU lust doth first deflowre,

And afterwardsthemseluesdoth cruellydeuoure.

Now twenty dales, by which the sonnes of men
Diuide their works, haue past through heuen

sheene,

Since I was brought into this doleful! den
;

During which space these sory eies haue seen

Seauen women by him slaine, and eaten clene.

And now no more for him but I alone.

And this old woman here remaining beene
;

Till thou cam'st hither to augment our mone,
And of vs three to morrow he will sure eate one.

14.

Ah dreadfuU tidings which thou doest declare,

(Quothshe) of all that euer hath bene knowen:
Full many great calamities and rare

This feeble brest endured hath, but none
Equall to this, where euer I haue gone.

But what are you, whom like vnlucky lot

Hathlincktwithmeinthesamechaine attone?

To tell (quoth she) that which ye see, needs not

;

A wofull wretched maid, ofGodand man forgot.

But what I was, it irkes me to reherse
;

Daughter vnto a Lord of high degree
;

That ioyd in happy peace, till fates peruerse

With guilefuU loue did secretly agree,

To ouerthrow my state and dignitie.

It was my lot to loue a gentle swaine,

Yet was he but a Squire of low degree
;

Yet was he meet, vnlesse mine eye did faine,

By any Ladies side for Leman to haue laine.

16

But for his meannesse and disparagement,

My Sire, who me too dearely well did loue,

Vnto my choise by no meanes would assent,

But often did my folly fowle reproue.

Yet nothing could my fixed mind remoue,

But whether willed or nilled friend or foe,

I me resolu'd the vtmost end to proue,

And rather then my loue abandon so.

Both sire, and friends, and all for euer to forgo.

17

Thenceforth I sought by secret meanes to worke

Time to my will, and from his wrathful! sight

To hide th'intent, which in my heart did lurke,

Till I thereto had all things ready dight.

So on a day vnweeting vnto wight,

I with that Squire agreede away to fiit.

And in a priuy place, b)etwixt vs hight,

Within a groue appointed him to meete ;

To which I boldly came vpon my feeble feete.

But ah vnhappy houre me thither brouglit

:

For in that place where I him tliought to find.

There was I found, contrary to my thought,

Of this accursed Carle of hellish kind,

The shame of men, and plague of womankind,

Who trussing me, as Eagle doth his pray,

Me hetlier brought with him, as swift as wind,

Where yet vntouched till this present day,

I rest his wretched thrall, the sad ^viylia.

19

Ah sad jEmyha (then sayd Amorel,)

Thy ruefuU plight I pitty as mine owne.

But read to me, by what deuise or wit,

Hast thou in all this time, from him vnknowne
Thine honor sau'd, though into thraldome

throwne.

Through helpe (quoth she) of this old woman
here

I haue so done, as she to me hath showne.

For euer when he burnt in luslfiiU fire.

She in my stead supplide his bestiall desire

i
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20

hus of their euils as they did discourse,

And each did other much bewaile and mone :

Loe where the villaine selfe, their sorrowes

sourse,

Came to the caue, and rolUng thence the stone,

Which wont to stop the mouth thereof, that

none
Might issue forth, came rudely rushing in,

And spredding ouer all the fiore alone,

Gan dight him selfe vnto his wonted sinne :

/hich ended, then his bloudy banket should

beginne.

kTiich when as fearefull Amorei perceiued,

She staid not the vtmost end thereof to try,

But like a ghastly Gelt, whose wits are reaued,

Ran forth in hast with hideous outcry.

For horrour of his shamefuU villany.

But after her full lightly he vprose,

And her pursu'd as fast as she did flie :

Full fast she flies, and farre afore him goes,

[e feeles the thorns and thickets pricke her

tender toes.
22

lor hedge, nor ditch, nor hill,nordaleshestaies,

But ouerleapes them all, like Robucke light.

And through the thickest makes her nighest

waics
;

And euermore when with regardfull sight

She looking backe, espies that griesly wight
Approching nigh, she gins to mend her pace,

And makes her feare a spur to hast her flight

:

More swift then Myrrii' or Daphne in her race,

)rany of theTliracian Nimphes insaluagcchase.

/)ng so she fled, and so he foUow'd long
;

Ne lining aide for her on earth a|)pearcs.

But if tiic hcaucns hel|K' to rcdresse her wrong,
Moued with pity of her plenteous tcares.

It fortuned liclphebe with her peares

Tlie woorly Nimphs. and with tnat luuely boy,
Washuntiiigthen theLibhardsandtheRearcs,
In these wikl w(j(xls, ;ls was her wonted iov,

^o Ixmish sloth, that oft doth noble niiiidcs

annoy.

t so Ix'fell, as oft it fals in chacc,

That each of th<in from other sundnd wm-,
And that s;une gentle S<|uire arriu'd in place.

VVh<Te this s;une cursed ravtiue did appeare,

Pursuing lluit faire L'uly full of ft are.

And now Ik- her quite oucrtaki n had ;

And now hr her away with hitu did Ixare

\'nd«T his armo, as seeming wondrous glad,

rhiit by his grenning laughter nj')le farrc ofi be
rad.

-0

Which drer\' sight the gentle Squire espying,

Doth hast to crosse him by the nearest way.

Led with that wofuU Ladies piteous crying.

And him assailcs with all the might he may,
Yet will not he the louely spoile downe lay,

But with his craggy club in his right hand.

Defends him selfe, and saues his gotten pray.

Yet had it bene right hard him to witlistand,

But that he was fullhghtand nimble on the land,

26

Thereto the villaine vsed craft in fight

;

For euer when the Squire his iauelin shcoke,

He held the Lady forth before him right,

And with her body, as a buckler, broke

The puissance of his intended stroke.

And if it chaunst, (as needs it must in fight)

Whilest he on him was greedy to be wroke,

That any little blow on her did light.

Then would he laugh aloud, and gather great

delight.
to 27

Which subtill sleight did him encumber much.
And made him oft, when he would strike, for-

beare ;

For hardly could he come the carle to touch,

But tliat he her must hurt, or hazard neare

Yet he his hand so carefully did bcare.

That at the hist he did himsclfe attaine.

And therein left the jnke head of his speare.

A streame of coltblacke bloud thence gusht

amaine.

That all her silken garments did with bloud be-

staine.
28

With that he threw her rudely on the flore,

And laying both his hands viion his glaue.

With dnadfull strokes let driucat him so sore,

That forst him tlie abacke, hiniselte to s;iue :

Yet he thcre\\ith so felly still ditl raue,

Tliat sairsc the Squire his hand could once

vpreare.

But for aduantagc ground vnto him gaue,

Tracing and trauersing. now here, n<nv there ;

For l)ootlesse thing it w;is to think such blowcs

to beare.
29

Whilest thus in battell they cmbusud were,

Bdphthc raunging in that forrest wide.

Tlie hideous noise of their huge strokes did

heare,

Ai\d drew thereto, making her care her gxiide.

WhouiwlKiithatthnfi ap|)r<Hhingnighespii!f,

With l)<»w in hand, an<i arrowes ready Innt,

He bv liis former (oinlxitc wouhl not bitle,

Hut lle<l awav with ghastly dreriment,

Well knowing her to|K.'hisdnithssoleinstrument.
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30
\\ horn seeing flie, she speedily poursewod
With winged feete, as nimble as the wiade,

And euer in her bow she ready shewed
The arrow, to his deadly marke desynde.

As when Laionaes daughter cruell kynde,

In vengement of her mothers great disgrace,

With fell despight her cruell arrowes tynde

Gainst wofull Niobes vnhappy race.

That all the gods did mone her miserable case.

So well she sped her and so far she ventred,

That ere vnto his hellish den he raught,

Euen as he ready was there to haue entred,

She sent an arrow forth with mighty draught,

That in the very dore him ouercaught,

And in his nape arriuing, through it thrild

His greedy throte, therewith in two distraught,

That all his vitall spirites thereby spild.

And all his hairy brest with gory bloud was fild.

32
Whom when on ground she groueling saw to

rowle.

She ran in hast his life to haue bereft

:

But ere she could him reach, the sinfull sowle

Hauing his carrion corse quite sencelesse left,

Was fled tohelljSurcharg'dwithspoileandtheft.

Yet oucr him she there long gazing stood.

And oft admir'd his monstrous shape, and oft

His mighty limbs, whilest all with filthy hloud
The place there ouerflowne, seemd like a

sodaine flood.
33

Thence forth she past into his dreadfuU den.

Where nought but darkesome drerinesse she

found,

Ne creature saw, but hearkned now and then

Some litle whispering, and soft groning sound.

With that she askt, what ghosts there vnder
ground

Lay hid in horrour of eternall night ?

And bad them, if so be they were not bound,
To come and shew thcmselues before the light.

Now freed from feare and danger of that dismall

wight.
34

Then forth the sad JEmyha issewed.

Yet trembling euery ioynt through former
feare

;

And after her the Hag, there with her mewed,
A foule and lothsome creature did appcare

;

A leman fit for such a louer deare.

That mou'd Belphche her no lesse to hate,

Then for to rue the others heauy cheare
;

Of whom she gan enquire of her estate.

Wlio all to her at large, as hapned, did relate.

3S
Thence she them brought toward the place,

where late

She left the gentle Squire with Amorei

:

There she him found by that new louely mate,
Who lay the whiles in swoune, full sadly set,

From her faire eyes wiping the deawy wet,

Which softly stild, and kissing them atweene,
And handling soft the hurts, which she did get.

For of that Carle she sorely bruz'd had beene,

Als of his owne rash hand one wound was to be
seene.

36
Which whenshesaw.withsodaineglauncingeye,
Her noble heart with sight thereof was hid

With deepe disdaine, and great indignity,

That in her wrath she thought them both haue
thrild.

With that selfe arrow,whii„htheCarlehadkild:

Yet held her wrathfull hand from vengeance

sore.

But drawing nigh, ere he her well beheld
;

Is this the faith, she said, and said no more.

But turnd her face, and fled away for eucrmore.

37
He seeing her depart, arose vp light,

Right sore agrieued at her sharpe reproofe.

And follow'd fast : but when he came in sight,

He durst not nigh approch, but kept aloofe,

For dread of her displeasures vtmost proofe.

And euermore, when he did grace entreat,

And framed speaches fit for his behoofc,

Her mortall arrowes she at him did threat,

And forst him backe with fowle dishonor to

retreat.
38

At last when long he follow'd had in vaine,

Yet found no ease of griefe, nor hope of grace,

Vnto those woods he turned backe againe,

Full of sad anguish, and in heauy case :

And finding there fit solitary place

For wofull wight, chose out a gloomy glade,

Wliere hardly eye mote see bright heauensface,

For mossy trees, which couered all with shade

And sad melancholy : there he his cabin made.

39
His wonted warlike weapons all he broke,

And threw away, with vow to vse no more,

Ne thenceforth euer strike in battell stroke,

Ne euer word to spcake to woman more
;

But in that wildernessc, of men forlore,

And of the wicked world forgotten quight,

His hard mishap in dolor to deplore.

And wast his wretched daics in wofull plight

;

So on him selfe to wreake his lollies owne

despight.
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40
Lnd eke his gannent, to be thereto meet,

He wilfully did cut and shape anew
;

And his faire lockes, that wont with ointment
sweet

To be embaulm'd, and sweat out dainty dew,

He let to grow and griesly to concrew,

Vncomb'd, vncurl'd, and carelesly vnshed
;

That in short time his face they ouergrew,

And ouer all his shoulders did dispred,

"hat who he whilomewas, vneath was to be red.

"here he continued in this careful! i)light,

Wretchedly wearing out his youthly yeares,

Through wilful! penury consumed quight.

That like a pined ghost he soone appeares.

For other food then that wilde forrest beares,

Ne other drinke there did he euer tast,

Then running water, tempred with liis teares,

Tlic more his weakened body so to wast

:

liat out of all mens knowledge he was worne
at last.

42
'or on a day, by fortune as it fell,

His owne deare Lord Prince Arthure came
that way,

Seeking aducnturcs, where he mote hcare tell
;

And.'isnethrougli the wandringwood did stray,

Hauing cspidc this Cabin far away.
He to it drew, to weet who tliere did wonne

;

Weening therein some holy Hermit lay,

Tliat (lid resort of sinful! peo|)lc shonne
;

•r else some wocxlman shrowded tliere from
scorching sunne.
. .

43
xriuing tliere, he found this wretched man,
5p<-nding liis daies in dolour and despaire,

Anrl through long fasting woxcn pale and wan,
Ml ouergrowen wiih rude and niggccl haire

;

riiat aUxit liis owne deare S(|uire lie were.
Vet lie liini knew not, ne auiz'd at all,

liut like strange wight, whom he had scene no
where,

Saluting hitn, gan info S|)eacli to fall,

.ndtiittviniidi his plight, that liu'd like outcast
tl.rall.

44
lut to his s|)ea(li he aunswered no whit,

But stotxl still iiuite, as if he had Uene dum,
N'e signc of sence di'l shew, ne common wit,

As one with griefe and anguishc ouercuin.
And vnto euery thing did aunswere uuim :

And euer when the Trince vnt»» him spake.
He Idiited lowly, as did him Ih.( uni,

And liujnble homage did vnto him make,
iidst sorrow shewing i(jyoui. i<niblance for liis

Mke.

-^5
.

At which his vncouth guise and vsage quaint

The Prince did wonder much, yet could not

gliesse

The cause of that his sorrowful! constraint

;

Yet weend by secret signes of manlinesse,

Wliich close appeard in that rude brutishnesse,

That hewhilome some gentle swaine had beene,

Traind vp in feats of armes and knightlinesse;

Which he obseru'd, by tliat he him had seene

To weld his naked sword, and try the edges

keene. ^
46

And eke by that he saw on euery tree,

How he the name of one engrauen had,

Which likly was his liefest loue to be.

For whom he now so sorely was bestad ;

Wliich was by him BELPHEBE riglitly rad.

Yet who was tliat Belphehe, lie ne wist

;

Yet saw he often how lie wexed glad.

When he it heard, and how the ground lie kist.

Wherein it written Wiis, and how himselfe he

blist

:

Tlio when he long had marked his demeanor,
And saw tliat all he s;iid and did, was vaine,

Ne ought mote make him cliange his wonted
tenor,

Ne ought mote ease or mitigate liis paine,

He left him there in languor to remaine,

Till time for him sliould remedy prouide.

And him restore to former grace againe.

W'hicli for it is too long here to abide,

I will dcferre the end vnlill another tide.

Cant. J'IIF.

The gentle Squire reeouers grace,

Sclaimder her guests doth statue :

Corjlambo chaseth Plaeidas,

.hid is by .-trthure shiine.

I

Well said llieuiseman, now prou'd truebs' tliis,

Wliich to this gentle Scpiiie diil happen late,

That the displeasure of the mighty is

Then death it selfe more dread anti iles|x>ratc.

I'or naught llie s;mie may calmc ne mitigate,

Till time the temiKsi tK)c thereof delay

\\ ith sufferaimce soft, which rigour ran abate.

Ami haue the steriie remembrance \\\pt nwav
Uf bitter thoughts, wliit h ileei»c therein inlixed

lav.
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Like as it fell to this vnhappy boy,

Whose tender heart the faire Belphehe had

With one sterne looke so daunted, that no ioy

In all his life, which afterwards he lad.

He euer tasted, but with penaunce sad

And pensiue sorrow pind and wore away,

Ne euer laught, ne once shew'd countenance

glad
;

But alwaies wept and wailed night and day.

As blasted bloosme through heat doth languish

and decay ;

3
Till on a day, as in his wonted wise

His doole he made, there chaunst aturtleDoue

To come, where he his dolors did deuise,

That likewise late had lost her dearest loue,

Which losse her made like passion also proue.

Who seeing his sad plight, her tender heart

With deare compassion deeply did emmoue,
That she gan mone his \Tideserued smart,

And with her dolefuU accent beare with him a

part.

4
Shee sitting by him as on ground he lay,

Her mournefull notes full piteously did frame,

And thereof made a lamentable lay.

So sensibly compyld, that in the same
Him seemed oft he heard his owne right name.

With that he forth would poure so plenteous

teares,

And beat his breast vnworthy of such blame,

And knocke his head, and rend his rugged

heares.

That could haue perst the hearts of Tigres and
of Beares.

5.
Thus long this gentle bird to him did vse,

Withoutcn dread of perill to repaire

Vnto his wonne, and with her mournefull muse
Him to recomfort in his greatest care.

Tliat much did ease his mourning andmisfare:

And euery day for guerdon of her song,

He part of his small feast to her would share
;

That at the last of all his woe and wrong
Companion she became, and so continued long.

6

Vpon a day as she him sate beside,

By chance he certaine miniments forth drew,

Wliich yet with him as relickes did abide

Of all the bounty, which Belphebe threw
On him, whilst goodly grace she did him ehew:
Amongst the rest a iewell rich he found,

Tiiat was a Ruby of right perfect hew,

Shap'd like a heart, yet bleeding of the wound,
And with a litle golden chaine about it bound.

The same he tooke, and with a riband new,

In which his Ladies colours were, did bind

About the turtles necke, that with the vew
Did greatly solace his engrieued mind.

All vnawares the bird, when she did find

Her selfe so deckt, her nimble wings displaid.

And flew away, as lightly as the wind :

Which sodaine accident him much dismaid,

And looking after long, did marke which way
she straid.

8

But when as long he looked had in vaine,

Yet saw her forward still to make her flight,

His weary eie returnd to him againe.

Full of discomfort and disquiet plight.

That both his iuell he had lost so light,

And eke his deare companion of his care.

But that sweet bird departing, flew forth right

Through the wide region of the wastfull aire,

Vntill she came where wonned hiiBelphebei-saxQ.

There found she her (as then it did betide)

Sitting in couert shade of arbors sweet.

After late weary toile, which she had tride

In saluage chase, to rest as seem'd her meet.

There she alighting, fell before her feet,

And gan to her her mournful! plaint to make.

As was her wont, thinking to let her weet

The great tormenting griefe, that for her

sake

Her gentle Squire through her displeasure did

pertake.

10

She her beholding with attentiue eye,

At length did marke about her purple brest

That precious iuell, which she formerly

Had knowne right well with colourd ribbands

drest

:

Therewith she rose in hast, and her addrest

With ready hand it to haue reft away.

But the swift bird obayd not her behest,

But swaru'd aside, and there againe did stay
;

She foUow'd her, and thought againe it to assay.

ir

And euer when she nigh approcht, the Doue
Would flit a litle forward, and then stay.

Till she drew neare, and then againe remoue ;

So tempting her still to pursue the pray.

And still from her escaping soft away :

Till that at length into that forrest wide.

She drew her far, and led with slow delay.

In th'end she her vnto that j^lace did guide.

Whereas that wofuU man in languor did abide.

I
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12

Ftsoones she flew vnto his fearelesse hand,

Vnd there a piteous ditty new deuiz'd,

^s if she would haue made him vnderstand,

lis sorrowes cause to be of her despis'd.

iVhom \\hen she saw in wretched weedes
disguiz'd,

V'ith heary glib deform' d, and meiger face,

-ike ghost late risen from his graue agryz'd,

Ihe knew him not, but pittied much his case,

[id wisht it were in her to doe him any grace.

e her beholding, at her feet downe fell,

Lnd kis t the ground on which her sole did tread,

Ind washt the same with water, which did well

Tom his moist eies, and like two streames

procead,

^et spake no word, whereby she might aread

Vhat mister wight he was, or what he ment,
Jut as one daunted with her presence dread,

)nely few rucfull lookes vnto her sent,

i messengers of his true meaning and intent.

L-t nathemore his meaning she ared,

Jut wondred much at his so selcouth case,

lnd by his persons secret scemlyhcd
Veil weend, tliat he had beene some man of

place,

Jefore misfortune did his hew deface

liat being mou'd with ruth she thus bcspake.

Ih wofull man, what heauens hard disgrace,

)r wrath of cruell wight on thee j'wrakc ?

r sclfe disliked life doth thee thus wretched
make ?

beauen, then none may it rcdresse or blame,
iith to his {K)wre we all are subiert I)orne :

f wrathfnil wight, then fowlr rebuke aiKJ shame
3c theirs, that haue so cruell thee forloriie ;

Jut if through inward gritfe or wilfull scornt

)f life it Ix;, then Ix-tter doc aduise.

•"or he wh<ise daies in wilfull woe are woriie,

lie grace of his Creator doth flcspise,

lat will not vsc his gifts fi)r thanklesse

nigardise.

lien so he heard her say, eflsoones he brake
lis MKiaiiie silence, which he lojig had jK-tit,

^nd sighing '\u\y deepc, her thus Ix-spake ;

nienhauetheyallthemst^'luesagaitist nu-JHTit

:

•'or ln-aiien, first aiiihor ui my langni^hnKiif.

Miv too great felicitv,

with a rruell one roiisirit,

ni<i my daii-s in dolefull iniM-rv,

. tke me lr»alh this lii.-, still luiu'iiiL' for

to (lie.

17

Ne any but your selfe, O dearest dred, [wight

Hath done this wrong, to wrcake on worthlesse

Yourhighdisplesure,throughmisdecmingbrtd:

That when your pleasure is to deeme aright,

Ye may redresse, and me restore to light.

Wliich sory words her mightie hart did mate
With mild regard, to see his rueful! plight,

That her inburning wrath she gan abate,

Andhimreceiu'dagainetoformerfauours state.

18

In which he long time afterwards did lead

An happie life with grace and good accord,

Fearlesse of fortunes chaunge or enuies dread.

And eke all mindlesse of his owne deare Lord
The noble Prince, who neuer heard one word
Of tydings, what did vnto him betide,

Or what good fortune did to him aflord,

Butthroughtheendlesseworlddid wander N\ide,

Him seeking euemiore, yet no where him
descride.

Till on a day as through that wood he rode,

He chaunsttocome where thosetwo Ladies late,

/Eniylia and Avioret abode.

Both in full sad and sorrowfull estate
;

The one right feeble through the euill rate

Of fo<xi, which in her duresse she had found

:

The other almost dead and desj^erate

Through her late hurts, and through that

haplesse wound.
With which the Squire in her defence her sore

astound.
20

Whom when the Prince beheld, he gan to rcw

The euill case in which those Ladies lay
;

But most w;is moued at the piteous vew
Of Amorci. so neare vnto decay.

That her great daunger did him much dismay.

Kftsoonis that pretious licmour forth he drew.

Which he in store alnnit lum kept alw.iy.

And witi» few dr()|)S thereof <li<l softly dew
Iler wounds, that vnto strength rtstur'd her

soonc anew. ^

llio when thcv I >olh recouerc<l were right well.

He gan of them inquire, wiiat euilLguide

Them thethcr brought, and how their harmcs

U-fell.

To whom they told all, that did thcin l>ctide.

And how from thraMoino vile thev were vntide

Of th.it s;un«- wi(ked Carle, by \ irgins bond ;

Whose bloudie rorsc they shewM him there

Inside,

A M<iekelnsr.ui«-. ill which t hey Ixith were IvMvl:

At which he woMdre<l nuuh, when all th-r^e

signcs he fond.
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And euermore he greatly did desire

To know, what Virgin did them thence vnbind;

And oft of them did earnestly inquire,

Where was her won, and how he mote her find.

But when as nought according to his mind
He could outlearne, he them from ground did

reare

:

No seruice lothsome to a gentle kind
;

And on his warlike beast them both did beare,

Himselfe by them on foot, to succour them
from feare.

23

So when that forrest they had passed well,

A litle cotage farre away they spide,

To which they drew, ere night vpon them fell

;

And entring in, found none therein abide,

But one old woman sitting there beside,

Vpon the ground in ragged rude attyre.

With filthy lockes about her scattered wide.

Gnawing her nayles for felnesse and for yre,

And there out sucking venime to her parts

entyre.
24

_ _

A foule and loathly creature sure in sight,

And in conditions to be loath'd no lesse :

For she was stuft with rancour and despight

Vp to the threat, that oft with bitternesse

It forth would breake, and gush in great

excesse.

Pouring out streames of poyson and of gall

Gainst all, that truth or vertue doe professe.

Whom she with leasings lewdly did miscall.

And wickedly backbite : Her name men
Sdaunder call.

Her nature is all goodnesse to abuse,

And causelesse crimes continually to frame.

With which she guiltlesse persons may accuse,

Andstealeaway thecrowneof theirgoodname

;

Ne euer Knight so bold, ne euer Dame
So chast and loyall liu'd, but she would striue

With forged cause them falsely to defame
;

Ne euer thing so well was doen aliue.

But she with blame would blot, and of due
praise depriue. /-

Herwords werenot,ascommon words are ment,
T'expresse the meaning of the inward mind.

But noysome breath, and poysnous spirit sent

From inward parts, with cancred malice lind.

And breathed forth with blast of bitter wind
;

Which passing through the eares, would
pierce the hart.

And wound the soule it selfe with griefe vnkind

:

For like the stings ofAspes, that kill with smart,

Her spightfuU words did pricke, and wound the

inner part.

27
Such was that Hag, vnmeet to host such guests.

Whom greatest Princes court would welcome
fayne.

But neede, that answers not to all requests,

Bad them not looke for better entertayne
;

And eke that age despysed nicenesse vaine,

Enur'd to hardnesse and to homely fare.

Which them to warlike discipline did trayne.

And manly limbs endur'd with litle care

Against all hard mishaps and fortunelesse

misfare.
28

Then all that euening welcommed with cold, 1

And chearelesse hunger, they together spent
; |

'

Yet found no fault, but that the Hag did scold

And rayle at them with grudgefuU discontent.

For lodging there without her owne consent

:

Yet they endured all with patience milde.

And vnto rest themselues all onely lent,

Regardlesse of that queane so base and vilde,

To be vniustly blamd, and bitterly reuilde.

29
Here well I weene, when as these rimes be red

With misregard, that some rash witted wight,

Whose looser thought will lightly be misled.

These gentle Ladies will misdeeme too light.

For thus conuersing with this noble Knight

;

Sith now of dayes such temperance is rare

And hard to finde, that heat of youthfull

spright

For ought will from his greedie pleasure spare,

More hard for hungry steed t'abstaine from

pleasant lare.

30
But antique age yet in the infancie

Of time, did Hue then like an innocent.

In simple truth and blamelesse chastitie,

Ne then of guile had made experiment.

But voide of vile and treacherous intent.

Held vertue for it selfe in soueraine awe :

Then loyall loue had royall regiment.

And each vnto his lust did make a lawe,

From all forbidden things his liking to withdraw.

31

The Lyon there did with the Lambe consort,

And eke the Done sate by the Faulcons side,

Ne each of other feared fraud or tort.

But did in safe securitie abide,

Withouten perill of the stronger pride :

But when tlie world woxe old, it woxe warre

old

(Whereof it hight) and hauing shortly tride

The traines of wit, in wickednesse woxe bold,

And dared of all sinnes the secrets to vnfold.

il
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32
len beautie, which was made to represent

'he great Creatours owne resemblance bright,

'nto abuse of lawlesse Uist was lent,

jid made the baite o£ bestiall dehght

:

'hen faire grew foule, and foule grew faire in

sight,

ind thatwhichwont tovanquish God and man,
^*as made the vassall of the victors might

;

'hen did her glorious fiowre wex dead and wan,
spisd and troden downe of all tliat ouerran.

33
id now it is so vtterly decayd,

"hat aiiybud thereofdothscarseromaine,[ayd,

Jut if few plants preseru'd through heauenly

n Princes Court doe hap to si)rout againe,

)ew'd with her drops of bountie Soueraine,

niichfromthatgoodlygloriousllowrc proceed,

prungoftheauncicntstockeof Princesstraine,

low tli'oncly remnant of that royall breed,

hose noble kind at first was sure of heauenly

seed.
34

10 soone as day discoucred heauens face

o sinfull men with durkncs ouerdight,

"his gentle crew gan from their eye-lids chace

'he drowzie humour of tiie d;uTi[>ish night,

ind did thcmstlucs vnto their iourney dight.

o forth they yode, and forward softly paced,

*hat them to view had bene an vncouth sight
;

low all the way the Prince on footpace traced,

le Ixidies lx)th on horse, together fiist

embraced.
35

one as they thence departed were afore,

"hat shamefull Hag, the slaundcr of her sexe,

'hem follow'd fast, and them reuilcd sore,

litn calling thcefc, them whores ; that nnicli

did vexe

lis nul)lc hart ; thereto she did annexe
'alsecrinicsandfacts.suchasthcynencrmcnt,

liatthosetwoI^dii-smuchashamMdidwexe:
lie more did she pursue her lewd intent,

id ravl'd and ra^'d, till she had all her ix)vson

spent.
^^

[ lost when ihcy were pa>vse«l out of si^-ht,

['ct shedidnot her sjii'^hifull speach forbeare,

Uit aftrr them did barkr, and still backbite,

lioutjh there were none her hatefull words
to hiare :

.il«' as a curre doth fillv bite arid tt-arc

inc.wlii(lipassi'<lstraun;'<ralhimtlirew;

tln-m Sffitig p;ust the rrach of i-arr,

l the stones and trees did rayle anew,

had dull the stiiii', wliii h in her longs

end ^;rew.

They passing forth kept on their readie way,

With easie steps so soft as foot could stryde.

Both for great feeblesse, which did oft assay

Faire Amoret, that soircely she could nde.
And eke through heauie armes, which sore

annoyd
The Prince on foot, not wonted so to fare ;

Whose steadiehand wasfainehisstetde toguyde,
And all the way from trotting hard to spare,

So was his toyle the more, the more that was
his care. ^

3S

At length they spide, where towards them with

speed

A Squire came gallopping, as he would Hie
;

Bearing a litle Dwarfe before his steed,

That all the way full loud for aide did crie.

That secm'd his shrikes would rend the

brasen skie :

Whom after did a mightie man pursew,

Kyding vpon a Dromedare on hie.

Of stature huge, and horrible of hew,

That would haue maz'd a mim his dreadfull

face to vew.

For from his fearefuU eyes two fierie beames,

Morcsharpetlienpointsofneedksdidproceede,

Shootingforihfarreawaytwoflamingstrcames,

Fullofsadj)Owre,thatpoysonousbaledidbrecde

To all, that on him lookt without good heed,

And secretly his enemies did slay :

Like as the Biusiliske of serj)ents scede.

From ix)wrefull eyes close venim doth conuay

Into the lookers hart, and killeth farre away.

40
He all the wav did rage at that same Squire,

And after him full many threat nings threw,

Willi curses vaine in his auengefull ire :

Hut none of lliem (so fast away he tlew)

Ilim ouert(H)ke, Ixfore he c.ime in vew.

Where when hes;iw the Prince inarmour bright,

lie ail<l to him aloud, his case to rew.

And rescue him through succour of his might,

From tiiat his cruell fcx", thai him pursewd in

Eftsoones the Prince tooke do>Mie those I^idies

iwainc

From lof t icstccde.and mount ing in their stead

(amet()thatS<|uire.yet tremblingcucry vaine:

Of whom he gan en<|uire his r.uise ot dread
;

Who :ls he ^.m the s.UMe to liini aread,

I.(X' hard beiiind his backe his foe was prest,

With dreatifull wt.ipon ayiiied at his head,

That vnto death had «1<kmi him vnredresl,

lladnot the noble I'rincchi-srcaclicslrokercprcsl.
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_

Who thrusting boldly twixt him and the blow,

The burden of the deadly brunt did beare

Vpon his shield, which lightly he did throw

Ouer his head, before the harme came neare.

Nathlesse it fell with so despiteous dreare

And heauie sway, that hard vnto his crowne
The shield it droue, and did the couering reare,

Therewith both Squire and dwarfe did tomble

downe
Vnto the earth, and lay long while in senselesse

swowne.

Wliereat the Prince full wrath, his strong right

hand
In full auengement heaued vp on hie.

And stroke the Pagan with his steely brand
So sore, that to his saddle bow thereby

He bowed low, and so a while did lie :

And sure had not his massie yron mace
Betwixt him and his hurt bene happily,

It would haue cleft him to the girding place.

Yet as it was, it did astonish him long space.

44
But when he to himselfe returnd againe,

All full of rage he gan to curse and sweare.

And vow by Mahoune that he should be slaine.

With that his murdrous mace he vp did reare,

That seemed nought the souse thereof could

beare,

And therewith smote at him with all his might.

But ere that it to him approched neare,

The royall child with readie quicke foresight,

Did shun the proofe thereof and it auoyded
light.

45
But ere his hand he could recure againe.

To ward his bodie from the balefull stound,

He smote at him with all his might andmaine,
So furiously, that ere he wist, he found
His head before him tombling on the ground.

The whileshisbablingtonguedid yet blaspheme
And curse his God, that did him so confound

;

Thewhileshisliferanfoorthinbloudiestreame,

His soule descended downe into the Stygian

reame. ^
46

Which when that Squire beheld,hewoxe full glad

To see his foe breath out his spright in vaine :

But thatsamedwarfe rightsorieseem d and sad,

And howld aloud to see his Lord there slaine,

And rent his haire and scratclit his face for

paine.

Then gan the Prince at leasure to inquire

Of all the accident, there hapned plaine,

And whathe was, whose eyes did flame withfire;

All whichwas thus tohim declared by that Squire.

47
This mightie man (quoth he) whom you haui

slaine,

Of an huge Geauntesse whylome was bred
;

And by his strength rule to himselfe did gaine

Of many Nations into thraldome led,

And mightie kingdomes of his force adred
;

Whom yet he conquer'd not by bloudie fight,

Ne hostes of men with banners brode dispred,

But by the powre of his infectious sight,

With which he killed all, that came within his

might.
^3

Ne was he euer vanquished afore.

But euer vanquisht all, with whom he fought

;

Newastheremansostrong,but hedowne bore,

Ne woman yet so faire, but he her brought

Vnto his bay, and captiued her thought.

For most of strength and beautie his desire

Wasspoyle tomake,and wast them vnto nought,
By casting secret flakes of lustfull fire

From his false eyes, into their liarts and parts

entire.

49
Therefore Corfamho was he cald aright,

Though namelesse there his bodie now doth lie.

Yet hath he left one daughter that is hight

The faire Pceana ; who seemes outwardly

So faire, as euer yet saw lining eie :

And were her vertue like her beautie bright,

She were as faire as any vnder skie.

But ah she giuen is to vaine delight,

And eke too loose of life, and eke of loue toe

light.

50
, ,

So as it fell there was a gentle Squire,

That lou'd a Ladie of high parentage.

But for his meane degree might not aspire

Tomatchsoiiigh, her friends with counsellsage.

Dissuaded her from such a disparage.

But she, whose hart to loue was wholly lent,

Out of his hands could not redeeme her gage

But firmely following her first intent,

Resolu'd withhim to wend, gainst all lier friend'

consent.
51

.

So twixtthemselues theypomtedtimeand place

To which when he according did repaire,

An hard mishap and disauentrous case

Him chaunst ; in stead of his JEviylia faire

This Gyants sonne, that lies there on the lair

An headlesse heape, him vnawares ther

caught.

And all dismayd through mercilesse despain

Him wretched thrall vnto his dongeon brought

Wliere he remaines, of all vTisuccour'd an'

vnsou"ht.
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lis Gyants daughter came vpon a day
,'nto the prison in her ioyous glee,

ro view the thrals, which there in bondage

lay

:

Imongst the rest she chaunced there to see

rhis louely swaine the Squire of low degree

;

'o whom she did her liking lightly cast,

Ind wooed him her paramour to bee :

•"rom day to day she woo'd and prayd him fast,

id for his loue him promist libertie at last.

•

53
e though affide vnto a former loue,

'o whom his faith he firmely ment to hold,

let seeing not how thence lie mote remoue,

iut by that meanes, which fortune did vnfold,

ler graunted loue, but with affection cold

^o win her grace his libertie to get,

I'et she him still detaines in captiue hold,

"earing least if she should him freely set,

e would her shortly leaue, and former loue

forget.

54
it so much fauour she to him hath hight,

^boue the rest, that he sometimes may space
Ind walke about her gardens of delight,

1^' a kecfx-r still witli him in place,

I kcciKjr is tliis Dwarfe, her dearling base,

u i.shom the kcycs of eucry prison dorc
iy her connnittcd be, of spcciall grace,

^nd at his will may whom he list restore,

1(1 .v'lom he list reserue, to be afllicted more.

55
hereof when tydings came vnto mine earc,

'ull inly sr)ric for tlie feruent zcalc,

Miirlj I to him as to my soule did beare
;

'ler went wiiere I did long conctalc
'f''. till that the Dwarfe did me rcuealo.

'lis r)ame, her Stjuirc of low degree
Iy out of her prison steale

;

•or rne he did mistake that S(juirc to bee
;

it ncuer two so like did liuing creature see.

56
len Wiis I taken and Ixforc her brought,

'hrougli the likcntsscoftny outward hew,
likrwisc In'giiiltd in her thought,

me MUK h for being so vntri-w,

"V flight Ikt fellowship t'e^<•lu•w,

I'lu'il me (icare, as di-aresl thing aline.

< she rornniaundcd mc to prison new
;

Vhcre«if I gl.id did not gainesjiy nor striue,

Jt Huffred that same Dwurfe mc to her don-
gcon driuc.

57
There did I finde mine onely faithfull frend
In heauy plight and sad perplexitie

;

\Miereof I sorie, yet my selfe did bend,
Him to recomfort with my companie.
But him the more agreeu d I found thereby :

For all his ioy, he said, in that distresse

Was mine and his ^Emylias libertie.

u£mylia well he lou'd, as I mote ghesse ;

Yet greater loue to me then her he did professe.

58
But I with better reason him auiz'd,

And shew'd him how through error and
mis-thought

Of our like persons eatli to be disguiz'd,

Or his exchange, or freedome might be
wrought.

Whereto full loth was he, ne would for ought
Consent, that I who stood all fearelesse free,

Should wilfully be into thraldome brought,
Till fortune did perforce it so decree.

Yet ouerrul'd at List, he did to me agree.

59
The morrow next about the wonted ho^^Te,

The Dwarfe cald at the doore of Avnas,
To come forthwitii vnto his LiuiitS bowre.

In Steed of whom forth aime I Placidas,

And vndiscerned, forth with him did pas.

There with great ioyance and with gladsome
glee.

Of faire Pa-ana I receiued was,

.\ndoft imbrast, as if that I were hee,

.\nd with kind words accoyd, vowing great

loue to mee. ,.

60

Which I, that w:is not bent to former loue,

.Vs was my friend, that had her long refusd,

Did well accept, as well it did behoue,

And to the present nccde it wisely vsd.

My former luirdncsse first I faire cxcusd ;

And after promist large amends to make.
With such smooth tennes her error I abusd,

To my friends good, more then for mine owne
sake.

For whose sole libertie I loue and life did stake.

61

Thenceforth I found more fauour at her hanti.

That to her Dwarle.whiih had mein his charge,

She bail to lighten my too heauie band,
.•\n<l graunt more scope tome to walke at large.

So on a day as by the flowric marge
Of a fresh strc-ame I with that Klfe did play,

Finding no meanes Imw I mij;ht vs enlarge,

But if that Dwarfe I ctnild with ine conuay,
I lii;htlysnat(.ht liim\p,andwiih mel>oreii\niy.
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Thereat he shriekt aloud, that with bis cry

The Tyrant selfe came forth with yeUing bray,

And me pursew'd ; but nathemore would I

Forgoe the purchase of my gotten pray.

But haue perforce him hether brought away.

Thus as they talked, loe where nigh at hand
Those LadiestwoyetdoubtfuU through dismay

In presence came, desirous t'vnderstand

Tydings of all, which there had hapned on the

land.

\^^"lere soone as sad Mmylia did espie

Her aiptiue louers friend, young Placidas
;

All mindlesse of her wonted modestie,

She to him ran, and him with streight embras
Enfolding said, And Hues yet Amyas ?

He hues (quoth he) and his Mmylia loues.

Then lesse (said she) by all the woe I pas,

With whichmy weaker patiencefortuneproues.

But what mishap thus long him fro my selfe

remoues ?

Then gan he all this storie to renew.

And tell the course of his captiuitie
;

That her deare hart full deepely made to rew.

And sigh full sore, to heare the miserie,

In which so long he mercilesse did lie.

Then after many teares and sorrowes spent.

She deare besought the Prince of remedie :

Who thereto did with readie will consent.

And well perform'd, as shall appeare by his

euent.

Cajit. IX.

The Squire oj low degree releast

Pceana takes to wife :

Britomartfightes with many Knights,

Prince Arthur stints their strije.

I

Hard is the doubt, and difficult to deeme.
When all three kinds of loue together meet.

And doe dispart the hart with powre extreme,

Wliether shall weigh the balance downe ; to

weet

The deare affection vnto kindred sweet,

Or raging fire of loue to woman kind,

Or zeale of friends combynd with vertues meet.

But of them all the band of vertuous mind
Me seemes the gentle hart should most assured

bind.

For naturall affection soone doth cesse,

And quenched is with Cupids greater flame

But faithfuU friendship doth them bot

suppresse.

And them with maystring disciplinedoth tame,
Through thoughts aspyring to eternall fame.

For as the soule doth rule the earthly masse,
And all the seruice of the bodie frame,

So loue of soule doth loue of bodie passe.

No lesse then perfect goldsurmounts themeanest
brasse. •

3
All which who list by tryall to assay,

Shall in this storie find approued plaine
;

In which these Squires true friendship more
did sway.

Then either care of parents could refraine.

Or loue of fairest Ladie could constraine.

For though P&^ana were as faire as morne.
Yet did this trustie Squire with proud disdaine

For his friends sake her offred fauours scorne,

And she her selfe her syre, of whom she was
yborne.

Now after that Prince Arthur graunted had,

To yeeldstrong succour to that gentle svvayne,

Who now long time had lyen in prison sad.

He gan aduise how best he mote darrayne
That enterprize, for greatest glories gayne.

That headlesse tyrants tronke he reard from
ground.

And hauing jTnpt the head to it agayne,

Vpon his vsuall beast it firmely bound.
And made it so to ride, as it aliue was found.

5
Then did he take that chaced Squire, and layd

Before the ryder, as he captiue were, [ayd,

And made his Dwarfe, though with Nmwilling

To guide the beast, that did his maister beare,

Till to his castle they approched neare. [ward

Whom when the watch, that kept continuall

Sawcomminghome;allvoideofdoubtfullfeare,
He running downe, the gate to him vnbard

;

Whom straight the Prince ensuing, in together

far'd.
g

There he did find in her delitious boure
The faire Poeana playing on a Rote,

Complayning of her cruell Paramoure,
And singing all her sorrow to the note,

As she had learned readily by rote.

That with the sweetnesse of her rare delight.

The Prince halfe rapt, began on her to dote

:

Till better him bethinking of the right.

He her vmwares attacht, and captiue held by
^

might.

i
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lencebeing forth produc'd, when sheperceiued
[er owne deare sire, she cald to him for aide,

ut when of him no aunswere she receiued,

ut saw him sencelesse by the Squire vpstaide,

be weened well, that then she was betraide :

hen gan she loudly cry, and weepe,and waile,

nd that same Squire of treason to vpbraide.

ut all in vaine, her plaints might not preuaile,

none there was to reskue her, ne none to

baile.

8

en tooke he that same Dwarfe, and him com-
open vwto him the prison dore, [peld

nd forth to bring those thrals, which there

he held.

hence forth were brought to him aboue a score

fKnightsand Squires to him vnknowneaforc:
11 which he did from bitter bondage free,

nd vrito former lilK-rty restore,

mongst the rest, that Squire of low degree

Tie forth full weake and wan, not like him
selfe to bee.

9
lom soone as faire JEmylia beheld,

nd Pluidas, they both vnto him ran,

nd him embracing fast betwixt them held,

riuing to comfort him all that they can,

nd kissing oft his vis;ige pale and wan.
lat faire Pocana them beholding botii,

an both enuy, and bitterly to ban ;

irough iealous passion wee[)ing inly wroth,

see the sight perforce, that both her eyes

were loth.

lO

t when a while they had together bcene,

id (liucrsly confcrrt-d of their citse,

u', though full oft she both of thcin had scene

''.r, yet not eucr in one |)larc,

lo fUtnbt, when she them saw embrace,
•.vastherapliueS<|uireshfl()u'ds()(leare,

.'•d tlirough great likenesse of their face,

)r they so like in j>erson did ap|)eare,

it she vncath discerned, wiicther whether
wcarc.

II

\ eke the Prince, when as he them ani/.cd,

leir like rrs^-niblauncc much admired tlu-rr,

id rnazd how nature had so well »lisgiii/cd

LT worke, and counterfet her sclfe so ncrc,

> if th;it bv one uitleriu* scene somewhere,
ic ha<l tlu-m made a paragouc to Ik*.

wlutlur it ihnnigh skill, or errour wrre.

lus gazing long, nt tluin murh woiidrc«l he.

Jid the other knights and Squires, which him
di<l sre.

srr.Nsi:R 1

12

Thengan they ransacke that same Castle strong.

In which he found great store of hoorded
threasure.

The which that tyrant gathered had by WTong
And tortious powre,without respect or measure.
Vpon all which the Briton Prince made seasure.

And afterwards continu'd there a while.

To rest him selfe, and solace in soft pleasure
Those weaker Ladies after weary toile

;

To whom he did diuide part of his purchast
spoile.

.
^3

.\nd for more ioy, that captiue Lady faire

The faire Pocana he enlarged free
;

And by the rest did set in sumptuous chaire.

To feast and frollicke ; nathemore would she
Shew gladsome countenaunce nor pleasaunt

glee:

But grieued was for losse both of her sire,

And eke of Lordship, with both land and fee ;

But most she touched was with griefe entire,

For losse of her new loue, the hope of her desire.

But her the Prince through his well wonted grace.

To better tcrmes of myldnesse did entreat.

From that fowlerudcnessc,whichdidherdeface;
And tiiat same bitter corsiue, which did eat

I ler tender heart ,and made refraine from meat,
I Ic with good thewesand speaches wellapplyde.
Did mollifie, and calme her raging heat.

For though she were most faire, and goodly
dyde,

Vet she it all did mar with cruelty and pride.

/vnd for to shut vp all in friendly loue,

Sith loue Wius first tiie ground of all her griefe,

That trusty Squire he wisely well did moue
Not todespise that dame, which lou'd himliefe,

Till he had made of her some Ix-ttcr priefe,

But to accept her to his wielded wife.

Thcnto he offrcd for to nuikr him cluVfe

Of all her land and lordship during life :

lie yeiMid, and her Icnike ; so stuited all their

strife.
i6

From that day forth in peace and iovous hlis,

They liuM together long without dil)ate,

Ne |)riuate iarre. ne sjiite of eiiemis

Could shake the s;ife assuraunre of their stale.

And she whom Nature did so faire create,

That shf mote matdi the fainsl of her daies,

\'et with lewd loues and lust intem|Hrate
Il.ul it defastc; thenceforth refoimdherwaics,

That all men much ndmyrde hvr cliaiige, and
Sjuke her praise.
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Thus when the Prince had perfectly compylde
These paires of friends in peace and setled rest,

Him selfe, whose minde did trauell as with

chylde,

Of his old loue, conceau'd in secret brcst,

Resolued to pursue his former quest

;

And taking leaue of all, with him did beare

Faire Amord, whom Fortune by bequest

Had left in his protection whilcare,

Exchanged out of one into an other feare.

i8

Feare of her safety did her not constraine,

For well she wist now in a mighty hond,

Her person late in perill, did remaine,

Who able was all claungers to withstond.

But now in feare of shame she more did stond,

Seeing her selfe all soly succourlesse,

Left in the victors powre, like vassall bond
;

Whose willherweakenesse could noway represse,

In case his burning lust should breake into

excesse.
19

But cause of feare sure had she none at all

Of him, who goodly learned had of yore

The course of loose affection to forstall,

And lawlcsse lust to rule with reasons lore

That all the while he by his side her bore,

She was as safe as in a Sanctuary
;

Thus many miles they two together wore,

To seeke their loues dispersed diuersly,

Yet neither shewed to other theirhearts priuity.

20

At length they came,whereas a troupe of Knights

They saw together skirmishing, as seemed :

Sixe they were all, all full of fell despight,

But foure of them the battell best beseemed,

That which of them was best, mote not be

deemed.
Those fourc were they, from whom false Flori-

mell

By BraggadocJiio lately was redeemed.

To weet, Sterne Driwn, and lewd Clarihell,

Loue-lauish Bhuulamour, and lustfull Paridell.

21

Druons delight was all in single life,

And vnto Ladies loue would lend no leasure :

The more wixs Claribell enraged rife

Withferuent flames, and loucd out of measure:

So eke lou'd Blandnmonr, but yet at j)leasure

Would change hisliking.andnewLemansprouc:

But Paridell of loue did make no threasure,

But lusted after all, that him did moue.
So diuersly these foure disposed were to loue.

But those two other which beside them stoode.

Were Britomari, and gentle Scudamour,

Who all the while beheld their wrathfull moode,

And wondred at their impacable stoure,

Whose like they neuer saw till that same houre

:

So dreadfuU strokes each did at other driue,

And laid on load with all their might and powre,

As if that euery dint the ghost would riue

Out of their wretched corses, and their Hues

depriue.
23

As when Dan Molus in great displeasure,

For losse of his deare loue by Neptune hent,

Sends forth the winds out of his hidden

threasure,

Vpon the sea to wreake his fell intent

;

They breaking forth with rude vnruliment,

From allfoure parts of heauen doe rage full sore,

Andtosse the deepes,and teare the firmament,

And all the world confound with wide vprore,

As if in stead thereof they Chaos would restore.

24
Cause of their discord, and so fell debate,

Was for the loue of that same snowy maid,

Whome they had lost in Turneyment of late,

And seeking long, to weet which way she straid,

jMethere together, where throughlewd vpbraide

Of Ale and Du-essa they fell out,

And each one taking part in others aide,

This cruell conflict raised thereabout,

\Miose dangerous successedepended yet in dout.

.
25

For sometimes Paridell and Blatidamour

The better had, and bet the others backe,

Eftsoones the others did the field recoure,

And on their foes did worke full cruell wracke

:

Yet neither would their fiendlike fury slacke

But eucrmore their malice did augment

;

Till that vneath they forced were for lacke

Of breath, their raging rigour to relent,

And rest themselues for to recouer spirits spent

26
_

There gan they change their sides, and new

parts take ;

For Paridell did take to Drnofis side.

For old despight, which now forth newly brake

Gainst Blandaniour, whom alwaies he enuide

And Blandamoiir to Claribell relide.

So all afresh gan former fight renew.

As when two I3arkcs, this caried with the tide,

That with the wind, contrary courses sew,

If wind and tide doe change, their courses

change anew.
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lenceforth theymuch more furiously gan fare,

s if but then the battell had begonne,

ehelraets bright, nehawberksstrongdid spare,

hat through the clifts the vermeil bloud out

sponne,

nd all adowne their riuen sides did romie.

uch mortall malice, wonder was to see

1 friends profest,and so great outrage donne

:

ut sooth is said, and tridc in each degree,

int friends when they fall out, most cruell

fomen bee. r.

us they long while continued in fight,

ill Sauiamour, and that same Briton maide,
ly fortune in that place did chance to light

:

/homsooncas they with wrathful! eiebewraide,
hey gan remember of the fowle vpbraide,

he wliich that Brilonesse had to them donne,

1 that late Turney for the snowy maide
;

/here she had them both shamefully fordonne,
id eke the famous prize of beauty from them
wonne.

tsoones all burning with a fresh desire

>f fell reuengc, in their malicious mood
hey from them sclues gan turne their furious

ire,

ind cruell blades yet steeming with whot bloud

,

.gainst those twolctdriue, as they werewood

:

^'ho wondring much at that so swlainc (it,

'et nought dlsmayd, them stoutly well with-

stoo<l

;

le yeclde<l foote, ne once abacke did flit.

It being doubly smitten likewise doubly smit.

^^
le warlike Dame was on her part assaid,

f Clnrihfll and Blaudamour attone
;

kttd Faridcll an<l Druon lierci-ly laid

it Scudamour, lx»tli his profcssc<l fonc.

oure rhargrd two, and two surcharged one
;

'ct di<l tlK«c two then»s«.-lufSS<)br:iuelylK'are,

'liat the otiwr hflc gainctl by the lone,

Jut with tlwir owne rcpaved duily wean-,

id vsury willuill: such g;une wasgotten deare.

''

ill oftentimes dirl /irih/ttutrt ussny

lotlicni.andsoriicriiiparlaiircmoue;

: 'f nought tlifir cruill hands would

'

.
< uc to ought, that might iR-houe,

u eager niaslilfc once doth prouc
I bloud of sitiiif fiigorcd U-ast,

iruiv rutc, nor rigour liitii rcmoue
, dv hold <if that his bloudilv feast :

did llicy hearken to her sweet Ixheust.

WTiom when the Briton Prince a farre beheld

With ods of so vnequall match opprest,

His mighty heart with indignation sweld,

And inward grudge lild his heroicke brest

:

Eftsoones him selfe he to their aide addrest.

And thrusting fierce into the thickest preace,

Diuided them, how euer loth to rest.

And would them faine from battell tosurceasse,

With gentle words perswading them to friendly

peace.

33
But they so farre from peace or patience were,

That all at once at him gan fiercely flie.

And lay on load, as they him downe would beare

;

Like to a storme, which houers vnder skie

Long hereand there, and round about doth stie.

At length breakes downe in raine, and haile,

and sleet,

First from one coast, till nought thereof be drie

;

And then another, till that likewise fleet

;

And so from side to side till all the world it weet.

34
But now their forces greatly were dccayd,

The Prince yet being fresh vntoucht afore
;

Who them with speadies milde gan first

disswade
Fiomsuchfoule outrage, and them long forbore:
TillsctingtheinthroughsulTrancehartnedmore,

Him selfc he bent their furies to abate.

And layd at them so sharpcly and so sore,

That shortly them compelled to rctrate.

And being brought indaunger, to relent too late.

But now his courage IxMng throughly fired,

He ment to make them know their follies prise,

Had not those two him instantly desired

T'asswage his wratlvmd pardon tlieir mesprise.

At whose recjuest he gan him selfe aduise

To stay his hand, and of a truce to treat

In milder teannes, as list them to dcuisc

:

Moiii^st which the cause of their so cruell heat

He did lluni luske, who all that passed gan
reiteat.

And told at large how that same crmnt Knight,

To weet faire liriUmuirt, them late had foylcd

In o|)en turney, and i)V wrongfull light

Botli of their publickc praise luid them de-

s|M)vUd,

Aiul also (<f their priiiatc loues lH"gu\led,

Of two full hard to read the harder theft.

But she that wrongfull challenge sooiieiissoyled,

And sluwM that she had nctt that l^uly reft.

(As they supj^oMl) but her had to her liking ItlL
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To whom the Prince thus goodly well replied

;

Certes sir Knight, ye seemen much to blame,

To rip vp wrong, that battcll once hath tried
;

Wherein the honor both of Armes ye shame,

And eke the loue of Ladies foule defame
;

To whom the world this franchise eueryeelded,

That of their loues choise they might freedom

clame,

And in that right should by all knights be

shielded

:

Gainst which me seemes this war ye wrongfully

haue wielded.

And yet (quoth she) a greater wrong remaines :

For I thereby my former loue haue lost,

Whom seeking euer since with endlesse paines,

Hath me much sorrow and much trauell cost
;

Aye me to see that gentle maide so tost.

But Scudamour then sighing deepe, thus saide,

Certes her losse ought me to sorrow most,

Whose right she is, where euer she be straide.

Through many perils wonne, and many fortunes

waide.

39
For from the first that I her loue profest,

Vnto this houre, this present lucklesse howre,

I neuer ioyed happinesse nor rest,

But thus turmoild from one to other stowre,

I wast my life, and doe my dales deuowre
In wretched anguishe and incessant woe,

Passing the measure of my feeble powre,
That lining thus, a wretch and louing so,

I neither can my loue, ne yet my life forgo.

40
_

Then good sir Clarihell him thus bespake,

Now were it not sir Scudamour to you
DislikefuU paine, so sad a taske to take,

Mote we entreat you, sith this gentle crew
Is now so well accorded all anew ;

That as we ride together on our way,
Ye will recount to vs in order dew
All that aduenture, which ye did assay

For that faire Ladies loue: pastperilswellapay.

41

So gan the rest him likewise to require.

But Britomart did him importune hard.

To take on him that paine: whose great desire

He glad to satisfie, him selfe prcpar'd

To tell through what misfortune he had far'd,

In that atchieuemcnt, as to him befell.

And all those daungers vnto them declar'd.

Which sith they cannot in this Canto well

Comprised be, I will them in another tell.

Cant. X.

Scudamour doth his conquest tell,

Of vertuous Amoret

:

Great Venus Temple is described,

And louers lifeforth set.

I

True he it said, what euer man it sayd.

That loue with gall and hony doth abound,
But if the one be with the other wayd.
For euery dram of hony therein found,

A pound of gall doth ouer it redound.

That I too true by triall haue approued :

For since the day that first with deadly wound
My heart was launcht, and learned tohaueloued,

I neuer ioyed howre, but still with care was
moued.

And yet such grace is giuen them from aboue,
That all the cares and euill which they meet,

May nought at all their setled mindes remoue,

But seeme gainst common sence to them most
sweet

;

As bosting in their martyrdome vnmeet.
So all that euer yet I haue endured,
I count as naught, and tread downe vnder feet,

Since of my loue at length I rest assured.

That to disloyalty she will not be allured.

3
Long were to tell the trauell and long toile.

Through which this shield of loue I late haue
wonne.

And purchased this peerelesse beauties spoile.

That harder may be ended, then begonne.

But since ye so desire, your will be donne.

Then hearke ye gentle knights and Ladies free,

My hard mishaps, that ye may learne to

shonne
;

For though sweet loue to conquer glorious bee,

Yet is the paine thereof much greater then the

fee.
4

What time the fame of this renowmed prise

Flew first abroad, and all mens eares possest,

I hauing armes then taken, gan auise

To winne me honour by some noble gest,

And purchase me some place amongst the best.

I boldlv thought (so voung mens thoughts are

bold)

That this same braue emprize for me did rest,

And that both shield and she whom I behold, |^

Might be mv luckv lot ; sith all bv lot we hold.

3ld,
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5o on that hard aduenture forth I went,

And to the place of perill shortly came.

That was a temple faire and auncient,

Wliich of great mother Venus bare the name,
And farre renowmed through exceeding fame ;

Much more then that, which was in Paphos
built.

Or that in Cyprus, both long since this same.

Though all the pillours of tlie one were guilt,

\nd all the others pauement were with yuory
spilt.

g

And it was seated in an Island strong,

Abounding all with delices most rare,

And wall'd by nature gainst inuaders wrong,

Tliat none mote liaue accesse,nor inward fare,

But by one way, that passage did prepare.

It was a bridge \built in goodly wize,

WithcuriousCorbes andjx^ndants grauenfaire,

And arched all with porches, did arize

Dn stately pillours, fram'd after the Doricke

Suize.

\nd for defence thereof, on th'othcr end
There reared was a castle faire and strong.

That warded all whii h in or out did wend,
And flanckcd botli the bridges sides along,

Gainst all that would it faine to force or wrong.

And therein wonncd twenty valiant Knights
;

All twenty tride in warres experience long ;

Whose office was, iigainst all manner wights

Liy all mcanes to maintaine that castels ancient

rights.
g

Before that Castle was an open plaine,

And in the midst thereof a pilK-r |)lared
;

On wliich thi^ shield, oi many sought in vaine,

Tlie shield of Loue, whose guerdon me hath
graced,

Washangdonhighwjthgoldenribbandslaced;
And in tlic marble stone was written this,

With golden letters gomlly well enchaced,
Blr-sscd the nmn that well can vse his bit's :

Whose euer be the shield, Jairc Amorel he his.

9
^Vliich when I red, my heart did inlv eariic,

And fiant with hoiK.- of that adiientnres liap :

Nc staved further luwcs thereof to Icirne,

I'.iit with my s|tfare vpon the shield did rap,

Tliat all the casile ringed wiili the dap.
Stn iglit forth is.s<wd a Knight all arm'd to

[ircKjfc,

And bruiicly moiintMl to his ni<»st mishap
Who staying nought to (|Urstion frotn ahK)fc.

kan fierce ut rnc, that lire glaunsl from his

horse* hoofe.

10

Wliom boldly I encountred (as I could)

And by good fortune shortly him vnseated.

Eftsoones out sprung two more of equall

mould
;

But I them both with equall hap defeated :

So all the twenty I likewise entreated,

And left them groning there vpon the plaine.

Then preacing to the pillour I repeated

The read thereof for guerdon of my paine.

And taking downe the shield, with me did it

retaine.
II

So forth without impediment I past.

Till to the Bridges vtter gate I came :

The which I found sure lockt and chained fast.

I knockt, but no man aunswrcd me by name
;

I cald, but no man answerd to my clame.

Yet I perseuer'd still to knocke and call,

Till at the last I spide within the same,
Whereonestood peeping through acreuissmall.

To whom I cald aloud, halfe angry therew ilhall.

12

That was to weet the Porter of the place,

Vnto whose trust the charge thereof was lent

:

His name was Doubt, that had a double face.

Th'one forward looking, th'other backeward
bent,

Therein resembling laniis auncient.

Which hath in charge the ingate of the yeare :

And euermore his eyes about him went.

As if some proued perill he did feare.

Or did misdoubt some ill, whose cause did not

appearc.

On th'one side he, on th'other sate Delay,

Behinde the gate, that none her might espy

Whose manner w;us all passengers to stay.

And entertaine with her ocaisions sly,

Through which some lost great hoiK'vnheedily,

Whii h neuer they recovier might againe
;

.\nd others (uiite excludid forth, did ly

Long languishing there in vnpittied juiine,

And Silking often eiitraunce, afterwards in

vaine.
,^

Me when as he had jiriuily cspldc,

Bearing the shield \\hi< h I had conquerd late,

He kcnd it streight. and to me op« ntd wide.

So in I past, and stnijOit he closd the gate

But Iniiig in, Ihliiy in close awaile

Caught hold on me, and tlunight my steps to

Slav.

I'Vigning full many a fond excuse to prate,

And time to steale, the thrcasure of ntans day.

Whose snialltst minute lost, no riches render

m.iv.
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:

But by no meanes my way I would forslow,

For ought that euer she could doe or say,

But from my lofty steede dismounting low,

Past forth on foote, beholding all the way
The goodly workes, and stones of rich assay,

Cast into sundry shapes by wondrous skill,

That like on earth no where I recken may :

And vnderneath, the riuer rolling still

With murmure soft, that seem'd to serue the

workmans will.

16

Thence forth I passed to the second gate,

The Gate of good desert, whose goodly pride

And costly frame, were long here to relate.

The same to all stoodc alwaies open wide

:

But in the Porch did euermore abide

An hideous Giant, dreadfuU to behold,

That stopt the entraunce with his spacious

stride,

And with the terrour of his countenance bold

Fullmany did affray, that else faine enter would.

^7

His name was Daunger dreaded ouer all.

Who day and night did watch and duely ward,

From fearefull cowards, entrance to forstall,

Andfaint-heart-foolcs,whomshewofperillhard

Could terrific from Fortunes faire adward :

For oftentimes faint hearts at first espiall

Of his grim face, were from approaching scard
;

Vnworthy they of grace, whom one deniall

Excludes from fairest hope, withouten further

triall.

18

Yet many doughty warriours, often tride

In greater perils to be stout and bold.

Durst not the stcrnncsse of his looke abide.

But soone as they his countenance did behold,

Began to faint, and feele their corage cold.

Againe some other, that in hard assaies

Were cowards knowne,and litlecount did hold,

Either through gifts, or guile, or such like waies,

Crept in by stouping low, or stealing of the kaies.

But I though meanest man of many moe,
Yet much disdaining vnto him to lout,

Or creepe betweene his legs, so in to goe,

Resolu'd him to assault with manhood stout,

And either beat him in, or driue him out.

Eftsoonis aduauncingthatcnchauntcd shield.

With all my might I gan to lay about

:

Which when he saw, the glaiue which he did

wield

He gan forthwith t'auale,and way vntome yield.

20

So as I entred, I did backeward looke.

For feare of harme, that might lie hidden there

;

And loe his hindparts, whereof heed I tooke,

Much more deformed fearefull vgly were.

Then all his former parts did earst appere.

For hatred, murther, treason, and despight,

With many moe lay in ambushment there,

Awayting to entrap the warelesse wight,

Which did not them preuent with vigilant

foresight.

21

Thus hauing past all perill, I was come
Within the compasse of that Islands space

;

The which did seeme vnto my simple doome
The onely pleasant and delightfull place.

That euer troden was of footings trace.

For all that nature by her mother wit

Could frame in earth, and forme of substance

base,

Was there, and all that nature did omit.

Art playing second natures part, supplyed it.

22

No tree, that is of count, in greenewood growes,

From lowest luniper to Ceder tall,

No flowre in field, that daintie odour throwcs,

And deckes his branch with blossomes ouer all,

But there was planted, or grew naturall

:

Nor sense of man so coy and curious nice.

But there mote find to please it selfe withall

;

Nor hart could wish for any queint deuice.

But there it present was, and did fraile sense

entice.

23
In such luxurious plentie of all pleasure,

It sccm'd a second paradise to ghcssc.

So lauishly enricht with natures threasui*e.

That if the happie soules, which doe possesse

Th'Elysian fields, and Hue in lasting blesse,

Should happen this with lining eye to sec.

They soonewould loath their lesser happinesse,

And wish to life return'd againe to bee,

That in this ioyous place they mote haue

ioyance free.

24
Fresh shadowcs, fit to shroud from sunny ray

;

Faire lawnds, to take the sunne in season dew ;

Sweet springs, in which a thousand Nj-mphs
did play

;

Soft romblingbrookes, that gentleslomberdrew;
High reared mounts, the lands about to vew ;

Low lookingdalcs,disloignd from common gaze;

Delightfull bowrcs, to solace louers trew
;

False Labyrinthes, fond runners eyes to daze

;

All which by naturemadedid nature selfeamaze.

i
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And all without were walkes and alleycs dight

With diuers trees, enrang'd in euen rankes ;

And here and there were pleasant arbors pight,

Andshadie seates, andsundry tlowring banJkes,

To sit and rest the walkers wearie shankes,

And therein thousand payres of louers walkt,

Praysing their god, and yeelding him great

thankes,

Ne euer ought but of their true loues talkt,

Ne euer for rebuke or blame of any balkt.

26

All these together by themselues did sport

Their spotlesse pleasures, and sweet loues con-

tent.

But farre away from these, another sort

Of louers linckcd in true harts consent

;

Which loued not as these, for like intent,

But on chast vertue grounded their desire,

Farre from all fraud, or fayned blandishment

;

Which in their spirits kindling zealous fire,

Bruue thoughts and noble decdes did euermore
aspire.

Such were great Hercules, and Hylas deare
;

Trew Jonathan, and Daiiid trustie tryde
;

Stout Theseus, and Pirithous his feare
;

PyLides and Orestes by his syde
;

Myld Titus and Gesippus without pryde
;

D'lm^wandPw/u'flswhomdeathcouldnotscucr:
All these and all that euer had bene tyde
In bands of friendship, there did Hue for euer.

^Vliose Hues although decay 'd, yet loues decayed
ncuer.

^3
IVhich when as I, that ncuer tasted blis,

Nor hanpie howrc, Ixrhcld with gazefull eve,

I thouglit there was none othcrhcauentht-n this;

And gan their endli-sse happine^^e tnuve.
That iR-iiig fn c from feare and gtalosyc,

Mi;.'ht frankcly ihcretheir louesdcsire|)OSScssc;

Wliilest IthrfMighpaint-saiidnerlousicoixirdic,

Was forst to sotke my lifes tkare i)atroncsse

:

Much dearer l>c the things, which come through
hard distn^sc.

29
V'ct all th«»sf sights, and all that else I saw.
Might not my sicjw withhold, but that forth-

right

Vnto that |njr|K>s<I place I did me draw,
Whrrc as my loue was lo<lgrd d.iv an«l night :

Tlir timplc of great Vetms, that is \\\y\\\

TlicQuc.ticof iM-aiitif.andof loiio the iiintlnr.

Tlierc worsliipixfl of airrv lining wight

;

Wlii»s<.-gi>od|y workmanship t.irpp.ist allotlitr

n»at euer were on larili. all were they set

t<H;cthcr.

30
Not that same famous Temple of Diane,

Whose hight all Ephesus did ouersee,

And which \x\\Asia sought with vowes prophane,
One of the worlds seuen wonders sayd to bee.

Might match with this by many a degree :

Nor that, which that wise King of /2<n> framed,

With endlesse cost, to be th 'Almighties see
;

Nor all that else through all the world is named
To all the heathen Gods, might like to this be

clamed.
31

I much admyring that so goodly frame,

Vnto the porch approcht, which open stood
;

But therein sate an amiable Dame,
That seem'd to be of very sober mood.
And in her semblant shewed great womanhood:
Strange was her tyre ; for on her head a crowne
She wore much Uke vnto a Danisk hocKi,

Poudredwithpearleandstone.andallhcrgowne
Enwouen was with gold, that raught full low a

downe.

On either side of her, two young men stood.

Both strongly arm'd, as fearing one another

;

Yet were they brethren both of halfe the blood,

Begotten by two fathers of one mother.
Though of contrarie natures each to other :

The one of them hight Loue, the other Hate,

Hate was the elder, Loue the younger brother
;

Vet was the younger stronger in his st<\te

Then th'elder, and him maystrtd still in all

debate.

Nathlcsse that Dame so well them tcmpred both.
That she them forced hand to ioyne in hand,
Albe that Hatred was thereto full loth.

And turn'd his face away, as he did stand,

Vnwilling to behold that Kniely band.

Vet she was of such grace and vertuous might,

That her commaundment he could not with-

stand,

But bit his lip for felonous di-spight.

And gnasht his yron luskes at that displeasing

sight.
34

Concord she cleeivMl was in common rood.

Mother of blessed Peace, and Frietuiship tn w ;

They both her twins, both borne of heaucnly
sei'«l,

And she her selfc likewise dinincly grew ;

The which right well In r\Norkesdiuine«li«lshow:

For sirt ngth, and wealth, and ha|>pinessc she

lends.

An<l strife, and warre, and nngcr docs sulxlcw :

Of litle murh, of ftus she maketh fren<ls,

And to alUieled minds sweet rest and (juict

sends.
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35
By her the heauen is in his course contained,

And all the world in state vnmoucd stands,

As their Almightie maker first ordained.

And bound them with inuiolable bands

;

Else would the water? ouerHow the lands,

And firedeuouretheayre, and hell them quight,

But that she holdsthem with her blessed hands.
She is the nourse of pleasure and delight,

And vnto Venus grace the gate doth open right.

36.
By her I cntring halfe dismayed was,

But she in gentle wise me entertayned.

And twixt her selfeand Loue did let me pas
;

But Haired would my entrance haue re-

strayned,

Andwithhisclubmethreatnedtohauebrayned,
Had not the Ladie with her powrefull speach

Him from his wicked will vneath refrayned
;

And th'other eke his malice did empeach,

Till I was throughly past the perill of his reach.

37
Into the inmost Temple thus I came,
Which fuming all with frankensence I found,

And odours rising from the altars flame.

Vpon an hundred marble pillors round

The roofe vp high was reared from the ground,

All deckt with crownes, and chaynes, and
girlands gay,

And thousand pretious gifts worth many
a pound.

The which sad louers for their vowes did pay
;

And all the ground was strow'd with flowres, as

fresh as May.
^

An hundred Altars round about were set.

All flaming with their sacrifices fire,

That with the steme thereof the Temple swet.

Which rould in clouds to heauen did aspire,

And in them bore true louers vowes entire

:

And eke an hundred brasen caudrons bright,

To bath in ioy and amorous desire,

Euery of which was to a damzell hight

;

For all the Priests were damzels, in soft linnen

dight.
39

Right in the midst the Goddesse selfe did stand

Vi)on an altar of some costly masse.

Whose substance was vneath to vnderstand :

For neither pretious stone, nor durefull brasse.

Nor shining gold, nor mouldring clay it was
;

But much more rare and pretious to esteeme.

Pure in aspect, and like to christall glasse,

Yet glasse was not, if one did rightly deeme,
But being faire and brickie, likest glasse did

seeme.

40
But it in shape and bcautie did excell

All other Idoles, which the heathen adore,

Farre passing that, which by surpassing skill

Phidias did make in Paphos Isle of yore.

With which that wretched Greeke, that life

forlore.

Did fall in loue : yet this much fairer shined,

But couered with a slender veile afore
;

And both her fcete and legs together twyned
Were with a snake, whose head and tail were

fast combyned. .
j

The cause why she was couered with a vele,

Washard to know, for that her Priests thesame
From peoples knowledge labour 'd to concele.

But sooth it was not sure for womanish shame,
Norany blemish, which the worke mote blame;
But for, they say, she hath both kinds in one,

Both male and female, both vnder one name :

She syre and mother is her selfe alone,

Begetsand eke conceiues,ne needeth other none.

42
And all about her necke and shoulders flew

A flocke of litle loues, and sports, and ioyes,

With nimble wings of gold and purple hew
;

Whose shapes seem'd not like to terrestriall

boyes.

But like to Angels playing heauenly toyes
;

The whilest their eldest brother was away,
Cupid their eldest brother ; he enioyes

The wide kingdome of loue w ith Lordly sway,

And to his law compels all creatures to obay.

43
And all about her altar scattered lay

Great sorts of louers pteously complayning,

Some of their losse, some of their loues delay,

Somcof their pride,some paragonsdisdayning,

Some fearing fraud, some fraudulently fayning,

As euery one had cause of good or ill.

Amongst the rest some one through loues

constrayning,

Tormented sore, could not containe it still,

But thus brake forth, that all the temple it

did fill.
44

Great Venus, Queene of beautie and of grace,

The ioy of Gods and men, that vnder skie

Docstfayrestshine.andmostadorne thyplace,

That with thy smyling looke doest pacific

The raging seas, and makst the stormcs to flie ;

Thee goddesse, thee the winds, the clouds

doe feare,

And when thou spredst thy mantle forth on hie,

The waters play and pleasant lands appeare,

And heauens laugh, and al the world shews

ioyous cheare.

4
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45
"hen doth the daedale earth throw forth to thee

Out of her fruitful! lap aboundant flowres,

And then all liuing wights, soone as they see

Thespringbreakeforth outof his lusty bovvres,

They all doe learne to play the Paramours
;

First doe the merry birds, thy prety pages

Priuily pricked with thy lustfull powres,

Chirpe loud to thee out of their leauy cages,

jid thee their mother call to coole their kindly

'^^^-
46

"hen doe the saluage beasts begin to play .

Their pleasant friskes, and loath their wonted
food ;

The Lyons rore, the Tygres loudly bray,

The raging Buls rebellow through the wood,

And breaking forth, dare tempt the deepest

flood.

To come where thou doest draw them with

desire

:

So all things else, that nourish vitall blood,

Soone as with fury thou docst them inspire,

a generation seeke to quench their inward fire.

47
all the world by thee at first was made,

And dayly yet thou doest the same repayre :

Ne ought on earth that merry is and glad,

Ne ought on earth that loutly is and iayrc,

But tliouthesame for pleasure didst prepayre.

Thou art the root of all that ioyous is,

Great G<xl of incnandwomen, (jueeneofth'ay re,

Mother of laughter, and wclspririg of blisse,

)graunt tliat ofmy louc at last I may nol misse.

lO did he say : but I witii murmure soft,

That none might hcare the sorrow of my hart,

Yet inly groning dce[>e arifl sighing oft,

rk*sf)iight her to graunt ease vnto my smart,

And to my wound her gralious lulp imj)art.

Whilest thus I spake, behold with happy eye
1 s[>yde, where at the Idoles feet apart

A JK'uic of fayrc damzels close did Ive,

Vayting when as the Antheme should be sung
on hye.

^^

lie first of them did secme of rvjH^r ycari-s.

And graucr rounttnance then all tiio nsi
;

Yet all the rest were ekr hir tquall (xares,

Yet vnto her obayed all the Ik-sI.

Her name was Womatihood, th.it she exprest

Hy h<T vul »<tnblant and ditncaniire wyse :

For sffdfast still her eyes did lixed rest,

' 'v'd at ranflon after ga/ers guyse,
• luring Uiyteu oflinjes doc hee<IUssc

h.irts cntysc.

50
And next to her sate goodly Shamefastnesse,

Ne euer durst her eyes from ground vpreare,

Ne euer once did looke vp from her desse.

As if some blame of euill she did feare.

That in her cheekes made roses oft appeare :

And her against sweet Cherejuhiessewas placed

,

Whose eyes like twinkling stars in euening

cleare,

Were deckt with smyles, that all sad humors
chaced.

And darted forth delights, the which her goodly
graced.

51
And next to her sate sober Modestie,

Holding her hand vpon her gentle hart

;

And her against sate comely Curiesie,

That vnto euery person knew her part

;

And her before was seated ouerthwart
Soft Silence, and submisse Obedience,

Both linckt together neuer to dispart.

Both gifts of God not gotten but from thence.

Both girlonds of his Saints against their foes

offence.

52
Thus sate they all a round in seemely rate :

And in the midst of them a goodly mayd,
Eucn in the lap of Womanhood there sate.

The which was all in lilly white ara\ d,

With siluer strtames amongst tlie linnen

stray'd
;

Like to the Morne, when first her shyning face

I lath to the gloomy world it selfe bewray 'd,

That same was fayrcst Aniorct in place,

Shyning with beauties light, and hcauenly
vertucs grace.

Whom soone as I beheld, my hart gan throb,

And wade in doubt, what Ik. St were to be donne:
For sacrilege me seem'd the ("hureh to rob.

And folly seem'd to leaue the thing vndonne,
Which with so strong attempt I had lugonne.

Tho shaking off all doubt and shanuf;ist feare,

Which I.;idies loue I heard liad neuer wcnine

Mongst men of worth, I to her stepped neare,

And by the lilly hand her labour'd vp to rcarc.

54
Thereat that formost matrone me did blame.

And shar[x.* rebuke, for |)eing ouer boKl ;

Saying it was to Knight vnseenuly shame,
Vi)on a reduse \'irgin to la\' hold,

Tliat vnto Vrtius seruices was sold.

To \\\\o\u I thus. Nay but it litteth best.

For Ciif^ids man with I'nitis ma\»l to hold.

For ill your gtnldesse seruices are tirest

By virgins, und her sacrifices let to rest.

K 3
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55
With that my shield I fortli to her did show,
Which all that while I closely had conccld

;

On which when Cupid with his killing bow
And cruell shafts cmblazond she beheld,

At sight thereof she was with terror queld,

And said no more : but I which all that

while

The pledge of faith, her hand engaged held,

Like warie Hynd within the weedie soyle.

For no intreatie would forgoe so glorious spoylc.

And euermore vpon the Goddesse face

Mine eye was fixt, for feare of her offence,

Whom when I saw with amiable grace

To laugh at me, and fauour my pretence,

I was emboldned with more confidence,

And nought for nicenesse nor for enuy sparing.

In presence of them all forth led her thence,

All looking on, and like astonisht staring,

Yet to lay hand on her, not one of all them
daring.

57
She often prayd, and often me besought.

Sometime with tender teares to let her goe.

Sometime with witching smyles : but yet for

nought,

That euer she to me could say or doe.

Could she her wished freedome fro me wooe

;

But forth I led her through the Temple
gate.

By which I hardly past with much adoe :

But that same Ladie which me friended late

In entrance, did me also friend in my retrate,

58
No lesse did Daunger threaten me with dread,

When as he saw me, maugre all his powre,
That glorious spoyle of beautie with me lead,

Then Cerberus, when Orpheus did recoure

His Leman from the Stygian Princes boure.

But euermore my shield did me defend.

Against the storme of euery dreadfuU stoure:

Thus safely with my loue I thence did wend.
So ended he his tale, where I this Canto end.

Cant. XI.

Marinells former ivound is heald,

he comes to Proteus hall,

Where Thames doth the Medway wedd,

and feasts the Sea-gods all.

I

Bvt ah for pittie that I haue thus long

Left a fayre Ladie languishing in payne

:

Now well away, that I haue docn such wrong,
To let faire Florimell in bands remayne.
In bands of loue, andinsadthraldomeschayne;
From which vnlesse some heauenly powre her

By miracle, not yet appearing playne, [free

She lenger yet is like Ciiptiu'd to bee :

That euen to thinke thereof, it inly pitties mee.

Here neede you to remember, how erewhile

Vnloucly Prolcus, missing to his mind
That Virgins loue to win by wit or wile.

Her threw into a dongeon deepe and blind.

And there in chaynes her cruelly did bind.

In hope thereby her to his bent to draw :

For when as neither gifts nor graces kind

Her constant mind could moue at all he saw,

He thought her to compell by cruel tie and awe.

Deepe in the bottome of an huge great rocke

The dongeon was, in which her bound he left.

That neither yron barrcs, nor brasen locke

Did neede to gard from force, or secret theft

Of all her louers, which would her haue reft.

For wall'd it was with wanes, which rag'd

and ror'd

As they the elide in peeces would haue cleft

;

Besides ten thousand monsters foule abhor'd

Did waite about it, gaping griesly all begor'd.

4
And in the midst thereof did horror dwell,

And darkcnesse drcdd, that neuer viewed day.

Like to the balefull house of lowest hell.

In which old Slyx her aged bones alway,

Old Slyx the Grandame of the Gods, doth lay.

Tiiere did this lucklcsse mayd seuen months
abide,

Ne euer euening saw, ne mornings ray,

Ne euer from the day the night descride.

But thought it all one night, that did no houres

diuide.
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.nd all this was for loue of Marinell,

Who her despysd (ah who would her despyse?)

And wemens loue did from his hart expell,

And all those ioyes that weake mankind entyse.

Nathlesse his pride full dearely he did pryse

;

For of a womans hand it was ywroke,

rhat of the wound he yet in languor lyes,

Ne can be cured of that cruell stroke

ITiich Britomart him jjaue, when he did her

prouoke.
^

et farre and neare the Nymph his mother
sought,

And many salues did to his sore applie,

And many herbes did vse. But when as nought
5he saw could ease his rankling maladie,

At last to Tryphon she for helpe did hie,

[This Tryphon is the scagofls surgeon hight)

^N'hom she besought to find some rcmedie :

And for his paines a whistle him behight

hat of a fishes shell was wrought with rare

delight.

3 well that Leach did hearke to her request,

And did so well employ his carefuU paine,

rhat in short sfxice his hurts he had redrcst,

And him restor'd to hcullhfull state againe :

[n which he long time after did rcmaine
rhcre with the Nymph his mother, like her

thrall

;

^Vho sore against his will did him retaine,

[•or fearc o^i>eril!, which to him mote fall,

hrough his too ventrous prowcssc proucd

ouer all.
^

: fortun'd then, a solcmnc feast was there

Fo all the Sea-gods and their fruitfull secdc,

In honour of the s|)Ous;ills, which then were
f'-* fvixi the A/t-^Mwy and the 77u7w;<'5 agreed,

had the Thnnirs (as we in records reed)

i.« lire that day her wooed to his Ix-d
;

iJut the proud Nym[)h would for no worldly

niccfl.

Nor no cntrealie to his lone Ix- led
;

ill now at last relenting, she to him was we<l.

9
r> both a^jTctfl, tliat this their hridale feast

M for tlicCfrfls in /Vf>/^/<vlu)iis<- bcniade
;

ii hthrvall r«ji;iyrM,l>othmost andlcitst,

1 will' h in the niij.'htir ()<can tmdi-,

it ill riiiiTs swim, or lir(H»k«-s dfK* wade.
All whjrh not if an hutidretl tongues to tell,

And hiMidrc<l mouthes, ati<l voice of brasse

I had.

And cf»dl«"«c mpmorie, that mote cxcrll,

ri order as they came, roulc 1 1 recount ihctn well.

lO

Helpe therefore, thou sacred imp of loue,

The noursling of Dame Mcvwric his deare,

Towhom those rolles,layd vp in heauen aboue,
And records of antiquitie appeare,
To which no wit of man may comen neare ;

Helpe me to tell the names of all those floods.

And all those Nymphes, which then assembled
were

To that great banquet of the watrv Gods,
And all their sundry kinds, and all their hid

abodes.
II

First came great Neptune with his threeforkt

mace,
That rules the Seas, and makes them rise or fall

;

His dewy lockes did drop with brine apace,

Vnder his Diadcme imperiall

:

And by his side his Qucene with coronall,

Faire Amphitrite, most diuinely faire,

Whose yuorie shoulders weren couered all,

As with a robe, with her owne siluer haire,

And deckt with pearlcs,which th' Indian seas for

her prepaire.

These marched farre afore the other crew
;

And all the way before them as they went,

Triton his trompet shrill before them blew,

For goodly triumph and great iollvment,

That made the rockes to roare, as they were
rent.

.And after them the royall issue came,
Which of them sprung by lineall descent

:

First the Sea-gods, which to thcmselues doe
clame

The powre to rule the billowes, and the waucs
to tame.

Phorcys, the father of that fatall brocKl,

By whom those old Heroes wonne such fame ;

And Claunis, that wise souths;iyesvnderstoo<l

;

And tnigicke Inocs soimw, the wliich bcc-ame

A Ciexl of seas through his niad motlurs blame.

Now hight Palemon, and is s;iylers frend ;

dri-at Hrontfs, and Aslrcrus, that did shame
iliinsilfe with incest of his kin vnkend ;

.•\ IK I hugeCriWi, that doth tempests St ill portend.

The rich Ctcatus, and Euryttts long ;

Xrlrns and Prlujs lonely brc thren both ;

Mightie CJirysiwr, and Caitus strf>ng ;

Eiirypultis, that c;ilmes the waters wroth ;

An(l faire Kuphaiuus, that vi»on them gotli

As on the ground, without dismay or tlread :

Fierce Eryx. and Alrbius that kiiow'th

The watcrsdej 't h .and dot h t heir lM)t t ome t rend;

And sul Jjy/'i<5, comely with hislnuirie head.
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There also some most famous founders were

Of puissant Nations, which the world possest

;

Yet sonnes of Neptune, now assembled here :

Ancient Ogyges, euen th' auncientest,

And Inachus renovvmd aboue the rest

;

Phoenix, and Aon, and Pelasgus old,

Great Belus, Phceax, and Agenor best

;

And mijj;htie Albion, father of the bold

And warlike people, which the Britaine Islands

hold.
16

For Albion the sonne of Neptune was,

Who for the proofe of his great puissance,

Out of his Albion did on dry-foot pas

Into old Gall, that now is cleeped France,

To fight with Hercules, that did aduance

To vanquish all the world with matchlesse

might.

And there his mortall part by great mischance

Was slaine : but that which is th'immortall

spright

Liues still : and to this feast with Neptunes

seed was dight.&
17

But what doe I their names seeke to reherse,

Which all the world haue with their issue fild ?

How can they all in this so narrow verse

Contayned be, and in small compasse hild ?

Let them record them, that are better skild.

And know the moniments of passed times :

Onely what needeth, shall be here fulfild,

T'expresse some part of that great equipage,

Which from great Neptune do deriue their

parentage.
^g

Next came the aged Ocean, and his Dame,
Old Tethys, th'oldest two of all the rest,

For all the rest of those two parents came,

Which afterward both sea and land possest

:

Of all which Nereus th'eldest, and the best,

Did first proceed , then which nonemore vpright

,

Ne more sincere in word and deed profest

;

Most voide of guile, most free from fowle

despight,

Doing him selfe, and teaching others to doe

right.
*' 19

Thereto he was expert in prophecies.

And could the ledden of the Gods vnfold,

Through which,when Pfl/'zVbroughthisfamons

The faire Tindarid lasse, he him fortold, [prise

That hi^r 'AXGreecew'iih. many a champion bold

vShould fetch againc, and finally destroy

Proud Prianis towne. So wise is Nereus old,

And so well skild ; nathlesse he takes great ioy

Oft-times amongst the wanton Nymphs to

sport and toy.

20

And after him the famous riuers came,

Which doe the earth enrich and beautifie :

The fertile Nile, which creatures new doth

frame
;

[the skie
;

Long Rhodanus, whose sourse springs from

Faire Ister, flowing from the mountaines hie
;

Diuine Scamander, purpled yet with blood

Of Greekes and Troians, which therein did die;

Pactolus glistring with his golden flood,

And Tygris fierce, whose streames of none may
be withstood.

21

Great Ganges, and immortall Euphrates,

Deepe Indus, and Maeander intricate,

Slow Peneus, and tempestuous Phasides,

Swift Rhene, and Alpheus still immaculate :

Ooraxes, feared for great Cyrus fate
;

Tybris, renowmed for the Romaines fame,

Rich Oranochy, though but knowen late
;

And thathuge Riuer,which dothbeare hisname
Of warlike Ainazons, which doe possesse the

same.
22

Ioy on those warlike women, which so long

Can from all men so rich a kingdome hold
;

And shame on you, men, which boast your

strong [and bold,

And valiant hearts, in thoughts lesse hard

Yet quaile in conquest of that land of gold.

But this to you, Britons, most pertaines.

To whom the right hereof it selfe hath sold

;

The which for sparing litle cost or paines,

Loose so immortall glory,andsoendlesse gaines.

23
Then was there heard a most celestiall sound,

Of dainty musicke, which did next ensew

Before the spouse : that was Arion crownd
;

Who playing on his harpe, vnto him drew

The earcs and hearts of all that goodly crew,

That euen yet the Dolphin, whicli him bore

Through the yEga^an seas from Pirates vew.

Stood still by him astonisht at his lore,

And all the raging seas for ioy forgot to rore.

24

So went he playing on the watery plaine.

SooneafterwhomthelouelyBridegroomecame,

The noble Thamis, with all his goodly traine.

But him before there went, as best became,

His auncicnt parents, namely th'auncient

Thame.
But much more aged was his wife then he.

The Ouze, whom men doe Isis rightly name ;

Full wcake and crooked creature seemed shee,

And almost blind through eld, that scarce her

way could see.
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rherefore on either side she was sustained

Of two smai grooms, which by their names
were hight

The Churne, and Charwell, two small streames,

which plained

Them selues her footing to direct aright,

Whichfayledoftthroughfaintandfeebleplight:

But Thame was stronger, and of better stay

;

Yet seem'd full aged by his outward sight.

With head all hoary, and his beard all gray,

Deawed with siluer drops, that trickled downe
alway.

^^
A.nd eke he somewhat seem'd to stoupe afore

With bowed backe, by reason of the lode,

And auncient heauy burden, which he bore

Of that faire City, wherein make abode
So many learned impes, that shoote abrode.

And with their braunches sprcd all Britany,

No lesse then do her elder sisters broode.

loy to you both, ye double noursery

3f Arts, but Oxford thine doth Thaync most
glorify.

^^
But he their sonne full fresh and iolly was,
All decked in a robe of watchet hew,
On which the waucs, glittering like Christall

glas,

So cunningly enwoucn were, that few
Could weentn, whether they were false or trew.

And on his head like to a Coronet
He wore, that seemed strange to common vcw,
In which were many towres and castcls set,

rhat it encompast round as with a golden fret.

28

Like as the mother of the Gods, they say,

In her great iron charet wonts to ride,

When to loues pallarc slu- cloth take her way:
Old Cybtlf, arayfl with [Hjm[<)us pride,

Wearing a Diademe embaltild wide
With hundred turrets, like a Turrilxmt.

With such an one was Thatnis iK-autifide
;

That was to wcct the famous Trovnouant,
Inwhithherkingdomesthrone is chiefly resiant.

And round al)Out him many a pretty Page
Attcn«iccl durly, ready to obay

;

All little Killers, which owe vassjilkigc

To hiru.as to their Lord, and tribute pav :

'Hie chaulky Ketiet, and the Thetis grav,
The iijorish Cole, and the soft sliding Hreane,
'Ilie want»»n I.ee, that oft doth l(K*se his wav.
And the still I>arent, in whose waters deatie
len thousand fishes play, and dctkc hib

plruvuit »trciunc.

,30
Then came his neighbour fiouds, which nigh

him dwell.

And water all the English soile throughout

;

They all on him this day attended well
;

And with meet seruice waited him about

;

Ne none disdained low to him to lout

:

No not the stately Seuerne grudg'd at all,

Ne storming Humber, though he looked stout

;

But both him honor'd as their principall.

And let their swelling waters low before him fall.

There was the speedy Tamar, which deuides

The Cornish and the Deuonish confines
;

Through both whose borders swiftly downe
it glides, [declines

:

And meeting Plim, to Plimmouth thence

And Dart, nigh chockt with sands of tinny

mines.

But Auon marched in more stately path.

Proud of his Adamants, with which he shines

And glisters wide, as als' of wondrous Bath,
And Bristow faire, which on his waues he

builded hath.
32

And there came Stoure with terrible aspect,

Bearing his sixe deformed heads on hye,

That doth his course through Blandford plains

direct,

And washeth Winborne mcades in season drye.

Next him went Wylibourne with passage slye,

That of his wylinessc his name doth take.

And of him selfe doth name the shire thereby :

And Mole, that like a nousling Mole doth make
His way still vnder ground, till Thamis he

ouertake.

Tlicn came the Rother, decked all with woods
Like a wood Cod, and tlc)win<,' fast to Rhv :

And St ure, that parlelh with his pleasant IIockIs

The Easterne Saxons from the Southerne ny,

And Clare, and Harw itch l)olh doth beautify :

Him follow'd Var.soft washing Norwitcli wall,

And with him brought a present ioyfully

Of his owne fish vnto their fesliuall,

Whose like none else could shew, the which they

Kuflins call.

34
NixtthcscthcplcnteousOusccamofarfromland,

By many a city, and by many a towne.

And many riuers taking vnder hand
Into his waters, as he luisseth downe, (Kowne.
The I le. the Were, the (irant, the Stute. the

'I'heinedotiil)\ I lunt ingdonandCainbridgellit,

.MymotherCainbrid^^e.whom aswitliaCrownc
He doth adorne, and is adorn'd of it

\N it hiiuinyugcntle Muse, and many a learned wit.
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And after him the fatall VVelland went,

That if old sawcs proue true (which God forbid)

Shall drowne all Holland with his excrement,

And shall see Stamford, thoughnowhomelyliid,

Then shine in learning, more then euer did

Cambridge orOxford,Englandsgoodlybeames.

And next to him the Nene downe softly slid
;

AndbounteousTrent,thatinhimselfeenseamcs

Both thirty sorts of fish, and thirty sundry

streames.

36
NextthesecameTyne,alongwhosestony bancke
That Romaine Monarch built a brasen wall,

WhichmotethefeebledBritonsstronglyfiancke

Against the Picts, that swarmed ouer all,

Which yet thereof Gualseuer they doe call

:

And Twede the limit betwixt Logris land

And Albany : And Eden though but small.

Yet often stainde with bloud of many a band

Of Scots and English both, that tyned on his

strand.

37
Then came thosesixesad brethren, like fori orne.

That whilome were (as antique fathers tell)

Sixe valiant Knights, of one faire Nymphe
yborne,

Which did in noble deedes of armes excell,

And wonned there, where now Yorke people

dwell

;

StillVre,swiftWerfe,andOzethemostofmight,

High Swale, vnquietNide, and troublousSkell;

. All whom a Scythian king, tliat Humber hight,

Slew cruelly, and in the riuer drowned quight.

38
But past not long, ere Brutus warlicke sonne

Locrinus them aueng'd, and the same date.

Which theproudHumbervntothem had donne,.

By equall dome repayd on his owne pate :

For in the selfe same riuer, where he late

Had drenched them, he drowned him againe
;

And nam'd the riuer of his wretched fate
;

Wliose bad condition yet it doth retaine.

Oft tossed with his stormes, which therein still

remaine.

39
These after, came the stony shallow Lone,

That to old Loncaster his name doth lend
;

And following Dee, which Britons long ygone
Did call diuine, that doth by Chester tend ;

And Conway which out of his strcame doth send

Plenty of pearles to decke his dames withall,

And Lindus that his j^ikcs doth most commend,
Of which the auncient Lincolne men doe call

:

All these together marched toward Proteus hall.

40
Ne thence the Irishe Riuers absent were,

Sith no lesse famous then the rest they bee,

And ioyne in neighbourhood of kingdome nere,

Why should they not likewise in loue agree,

And ioy likewise this solemne day to see ?

lliey saw it all, and present were in place
;

Though I them all according their degree,

Cannot recount, nor tell their hidden race,

Nor read the saluage cuntreis, thorough which
they pace.

41.
There was the Lifly rolling downe the lea.

The sandy Slane, the stony Aubrian,
The spacious Shenan spreading like a sea,

The pleasant Boyne, the fishy fruitfull Ban,
Swift Awniduff, which of the English man
Is cal'de Blacke water, and the Liffar deep.

Sad Trowis, that once his people ouerran,

Strong Alio tombling from Slewlogher steep,

And MuUa mine, whose waues I whilom taught

to weep.
42

And there the three renov\Tned brethren were,

Which that great Gyant Blomiiis begot.

Of the faire Nimph Rheusa wandring there.

One day, as she to shunne the season whot,

Vnder Slewbloome in shady groue was got,

This Gyant found her, and by force deflowr'd.

Whereof conceiuing, she in time forth brought

These three faire sons, which being thence

forth powrd
In three great riuers ran, and many countreis

scowrd.

43
The first, the gentle Shure that making way
By sweet Cionmell, adornes rich Waterford

;

The next, the stubborne Newre, whose waters

gray

By faire Kilkenny and Rosseponte boord,

The third, the goodly Barow, which doth hoord

Great heapes of Salmons in his deepe bosome

:

All which long sundred, doe at last accord

To ioyne in one, ere to the sea they come,

So flowing all from one, all one at last become.

.44
There also was the wide embayed Mayre,

The pleasaunt Bandon crownd with many a

wood,
The spreading Lee, that like an Island fayre

Encloseth Corke with his deuided flood ;

AndbalcfullOure,latestaindwithEnglishblocd:

Withmaiiy more,whosenamcsnotonguecan tell.

All which that day in order seemly good
Did on the Thamis attend, and waited well

To doe their duefuU seruice, as to them befell.
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45
rhen came the Bride, the louely Medua came,

Clad in a vesture of vnknowen gcare,

And vncouth fashion, yet her well became ;

That scem'd like siluer, sprinckk-d here and
theare

With glittering spangs, that did like starres

appeare,

And wau'd vpon, like water Chamelot,

To hide the metall, which yet euery where

Bewrayd it selfe, to let men plainely wot,

t was no mortal 1 worke, that scem'd and yet

was not.

46
3er goodly lockes adowne her backe did flow

Vnto her waste, with flowrcs bescattcrcd,

The which ambrosiall odours forth did throw-

To all about, and all her shoulders sprcd

As a new spring ; and Ukewise on her hed
A Cha[)elct of sundry flowers she wore,

From vnder which the dcawy humour shed.

Did tricle downe her liairc, like to the hore

X)ngealedhtledrops,which doe the morne adore.

)n her two pretty handmaides did attend,

One cald the Thcise, the other cald the Crane ;

Which on her waited, things amisse to mend,
And both behind vpheld her sjjredding truine

;

Vnder the which, her feet apjx^ared pLiine,

Her siluer feet, faire washt against this day :

And her before there paced Pages twainc.

Both clud in colours like, and like array,

rhe Doune and eke the Frith, both which pre-

pard her way.

48
Vnd after these the Sea Nymphs marched all.

All gof)dly damzels, deckt with long greene
hain-,

Whom of their sire Nereides men call.

All whirh the Oceans daughter to him bare
'IIk- gray eydc Doris : all whic h fifty are ;

All v\hi(h she there fm her attending had.
Swift I'rolo, mil<!e Encrnte, Tfutis faire,

', sweet e Eudorc, Sao sad,

', wanton GLituc, and Gahue glad.

49
White hand Eunice, proud Dymaviene,

Joyous Thalia, goodly Aviphitriie,

Louely Pasithee, kinde Eulimene,

Light foote Cyinothoe, and sweete Melite,

Fairest Pherusa, Phao lilly white,

Wondred Agaiie, Paris, and Nescea,

With Erato that doth in loue delite,

And Panopce, and \\ise Protomedcea,

And snowy neckd Doris, and milkewhite

Galathda.
50

Speedy Htppothoe, and chaste Actea,

Large Lisianassa, and Proncva sage,

Euagore, and light Pontoporea,

And she, that with her least word can assw age

The surging seas, when they do sorest rage,

Cymodoce, and stout Aulouoe,

And Ncso, and Eione well in age.

And seeming still to smile, Glaucorwme,

And she that hight of many heastes Polynome.

51.
Fresh Alnneda, deckt with girlond greene ;

Hyponeo, with salt bcdcwtd wrests

Laomcdia, like the christall sheene
;

Liagore, much praisd for wise behests
;

And Psaviathe, for her brode snowy brests
;

Cymo, Eupompe, and Themiste iust

;

And she that vertue loucs and vice detests

Euarna, and Mcnippe true in trust.

And Nemertea learned well to rule her lust.

52

All these the daughters of old }\crcus were,

Which haue the ^ea in charge to them assinde,

To rule his tides, and surges to vprerc.

To bring forth stormes, or fast them to

\1)))inclc,

And sailers saue from wrcckes of wrathfull

winde.

And vet Ix-sides three thousand more there were

Of tirOceans scedc, but loucs and Phabus
kinde ;

The which in floods and fountaines doc appere.

And all mankinde do nourish with their waters

( lere.

1 he whi( h, more cath it were for mortall \\ iglit

,

To tell the s;inds. or count the starres on live.

Or ought more har<i, then tliinke to reckon right.

Hut Well 1 wote, that these which 1 desery,

Were pr«-senl at this great soleinnitv :

And there amongst the ri-st, the iimilKr was
Of 111* kel«-sse Miiriitill ('\tnodotf.

Which, for my .Muse her scUe no\N tyni has,

Vnto an other Canto I will oucrpas.
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Cant. XII.

Marin for lone of Floriniellf

In languor wastes his life :

The Nymph his mother getteth her,

And giiies to him for wife.

I

what an endlesse worke haue I in hand,

To count the seas abundant progeny,

Whose fruitfull seede farre passeth those in

land.

And also those which wonne in th'azure sky ?

For much more eath to tell the starres on hy,

Albe they endlesse seeme in estimation,

Then to recount the Seas posterity :

So fertile be the flouds in generation,

So huge their numbers, and so numberlesse

their nation.

2

Therefore the antique wisards well inuented,

That Venus of the fomy sea was bred
;

For that the seas by her are most augmented.
Witnesse th'exceeding fry, which there are fed,

\nd wondroussholes, whichmayofnone be red.

Then blame me not, if I haue err'd in count

Of Gods, of Nymphs, of riuers yet vnred :

For though their numbers do much more sur-

mount.
Yet all those same were there, which erst I did

recount.

3
All those were there, and many other more.
Whose names and nations were too long to tell,

That Proteus house they fild euen to the dore
;

Yet were they all in order, as befell,

According their degrees disposed well.

Amongst the rest, was faire Cymodoce,

The mother of vnlucky Marincll,

Who thither with her came, to Icarne and see

Themanner of the Gods when they at banquet be.

But for he was halfe mortall, being bred
Of mortall sire, though of immortal 1 wombe.
He might not with immortal! food be fed,

Ne with th'ctcrnall Gods to bancket come
;

But walkt abrodc, and round about did romc,
To view the building of that vncouth place,

That seem'd vnlike vnto his earthly home :

Wiicre, as he to and fro by chaunce did trace,

There vnto him betid a disauenlrous case.

Vnder the hanging of an hideous clieffe,

He heard the lainentable voice of one.

That piteously complaind her careful 1 grieffe,

Which neuer she before disclosd to none,

But to her selfe her sorrow did bemone.
So feelingly her case she did complaine.

That ruth it moued in the rocky stone.

And made it seeme to feele her grieuous paine.

And oft to grone with biHowes beating from the

maine.

6

Though vaine I see my sorrowes to vnfold.

And countmy cares, when none is nigh to heare,

Yet hoping griefe may lessen being told,

I will them tell though vnto no man neare :

For heauen that vnto all lends equall eare,

Is farre from hearing of my heauy plight

;

And lowest hell, to which I lie most neare,

Cares not what euils hap to wretched wight

;

And greedy seas doe in the spoile of life delight.

Yet loe the seas I see by often beating,

Doe pearce the rockes, and hardest marble
weares

;

But his hard rocky hart for no entreating

Will yeeld, but when my piteous plaints he
heares,

Is hardned more with my aboundant teares.

Yet though he neuer list to me relent.

But let me waste in woe my wretched yeares.

Yet will I neuer of my loue repent.

But ioy that for his sake I suffer prisonment.

Andwhen my wearyghost with griefe outworne.

By timely death shall winne her wished rest.

Let then this plaint vnto his eares be borne.

That blame it is to him, that amies profest.

To let her die, whom he might haue redrest.

There did she pause, inforced to giue place,

Vnto the passion, that her heart opprest,

And after she had wept and wail'd a space,

She "an afresh thus to renew her wretched case.

Ye Gods of seas, if any Gods at all

Haue care of right, or ruth of wretches wrong,
By one or other wav me woefull thrall,

Deliuer hence out of this dungeon strong,

In which I daily dying am too long.

And if ye deeme me death for louing one.

That loues not me, then doe it not prolong, .

But let me die and end my daies attone, %\
And let him Hue vnlou'd, or loue him selfe alone.

I
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10

But if that life ye vnto me decree,

Then let mee liue, as louers ought to do,

And of my Ufes deare loue bcloued be

:

And if he shall through pride your doome vndo,

Do you by duresse him compell thereto,

And in this prison put him here with me :

One prison fittest is to hold vs two

;

So had I rather to be thrall, then free
;

Such thraldomeor such freedome let it surely be.

II

But vaine iudgement, and conditions vaine,

The which the prisoner points vnto the free.

The whiles I him condemne, and deeme his

paine,

He where he list goes loose, and laughes at me.
So euer loose, so euer happy be.

But where so loose or happy tliat thou art,

Know Marinell tliat all this is for thee.

With that she wept and wail'd, as if her hart

Would quite liaue burst through great abun-
dance of her smart.

12

All which complaint when Marinell had heard,

And vndcrstood the cause of all her care

To come of him, for vsing her so liard,

His stubborne heart, tiiat neuer felt misfare

Was loucht with soft remorse and pilty rare ;

That euen for griefe of minde he oft did gronc.

And inly wish, that in his powre it weare

I ler to redrcsse : but since he mcanes found none
He could no more but her great misery benione.

Thus whilst his stony heart with tender ruth

Was toucht, and mighty couriige mollifule,

rhuneFf^/K^sonnethattiuncthstubborneyouth

With iron bit, and niaketh him aljide,

Till like a victor on his backc he ride,

Into his mouth his maystring bridle threw,

Tliut nuidehim stf)ui)e,till licdid him bestride*.

Then gan he make liim tread his steps anew,
And learne to loue, by learning louers paines to

rcw.
14

Now gan he in his grieuid ininrlc deuisc,

H<jw from that diingi-on he might Ikt enlarge :

Some while he thought, by faire and humble
wise

To Proteus selfc to sue for her dischargi-

:

But thrn hi- fearM his inoihcrs former charge
(I.iinst woiiu-ns loue, long giuen him in vaine.

Then gan he thinke, jHrforcc with sworil and
targe

Her forth to fetcli, and Protnts to constrniiic :

But sounc he gan such folly to forthinke againe.

Then did he cast to steale her thence away.
And with him beare, where none of her might
know.

But all in vaine : for why he found no way
To enter in, or issue forth below :

For all about that rocke the sea did flow.

And though vnto his will she giuen were,

Yet without ship or bote her thence to row.

He wist not how her thence away to bere
;

And daunger well he wist long to continue there.

16

At last when as no meanes he could inuent,

Backe to him selfe he gan returne the blame.
That was the author of her punishment

;

And with vile curses, and reprochfuU shame
To damne him selfe by euery euill name

;

And deeme vnworthy or of loue or life

That liad despisde so chast and faire a dame.
Which him had sought tlirough trouble and

long strife
;

Yet had refusde a God that her had sought to

wife.

17

In this sad plight he walked here and there.

And romed round about the rocke in vaine,

As he liad lost him selfe, he wist not where
;

Oft listening if he mote her heare againe
;

And still bemoning her vnworlhy paine.

Like as an Hynde whose calfe is falne vnwares
Into some pit, where she himhearescompLiine,

An hundred times about the pit side fares.

Right sorrowfully mourning her bereaued cares.

18

And now by this the feast was throughly ended.

And euery one gan homeward to resort.

Which seeing Mariudl, was sore offended,

That his departure tiience should he so short,

And leaue his loue in that sea-walled fort.

\'et durst he not his motiier disolxiy,

But her attending in full seemly sort,

Did niar< ii amongst the nianv all the wav :

And all the v\ ay did inly mourne, like one iislray.

.
^9

Iking returne<l to his mothers Ixmre,

In solitary silence far from wight.

He gan record the lamentable stowre,

In whiih his wretche«l loue lay dav ami night,

For hisdeare sake. that ill deseru'dthat pliglil

:

Thetho\ight whereof einpierst hivhart sodee|»i-,

That of no worldly thing he tooke tielight
;

Ne daylv foo<| did take, ne night Iv sleejH',

But pyn'il, and mourn'd, and langui<.)ii, and
alone dill weei>e.
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That in short space his wonted chearefuU hew
Gan fade, and Uueiy spirits deaded quight

:

Hischeeke bones raw,and eie-pits hollow grew,
And brawneyarmeshadlost theirknowen might,
That nothing like himsclfe he seem d in sight.

Ere long so weake of limbe, and sicke of loue

He woxe, that lenger he note stand vpright.

But to his bed was brought, and layd aboue,

Like ruefullghost,vnableonceto stirreor moue.

21

Which when his mother saw, she in her mind
Was troubled sore, ne wist well what to weene,

Ne could by search nor any meanes out find

The secret cause and nature of his teene.

Whereby she might apply some medicine
;

But weeping day and night, did him attend.

And mourn'd to see her losse before her eyne,

Which grieu'd her more, that she it could not

mend

:

Toseeanhelpelesseeuill,doublegriefedothlend.

22

Nought could she read the roote of his disease,

Ne weene what mister maladie it is.

Whereby to seeke some meanes it to appease.

Mostdidshethinke,but most she thought amis.
That that same former fatall wound of his

Wliyleareby Tryphon wasnotthroughlyhealed.
But closely rankled vnder th'orifis :

Least did she thinke, that which he most con-

cealed.

That loue it was, which in his hart lay vn-

reuealed.
23

Therefore to Tryphon she againe doth hast.

And him doth chyde as false and fraudulent,

Thatfayld the trust,whichsheinhimhadplast.

To cure her sonne, as he his faith had lent

:

WTio now was falne into new languishmcnt

Of his old hurt,which was not throughly cured.

So backe he came vnto her patient,

Where searching euery part, her well assured,

That it was no old sore, which his new paine

procured.

But that it was some other maladie,

Orgriefevnknowne,whichhecouldnotdiscerne:

So left he her withouten rcmedie. [earne,

Then gan her heart to faint, and quake, and
And inly troubled was, the truth to learne.

Vnto hiinselfe she came, and him besought,

Now with faire speches, now with thrcatnings

Sterne,

If ought lay hidden in his grieued thought.

It to reueale : who still her answered, there was
nought.

Nathlesse she rested not so satisfide,

But leaning watry gods, as booting nought,

Vnto the shinie heauen in haste she hide,

And thence Apollo King of Leaches brought.

Apollo came ; who soone as he had sought

Through his disease, did by and by out find.

That he did languish of some inward thought,

The which afflicted his engrieued mind ;

Which loue he red to be, that leads each liuing

kind.
26

Which when he had vnto his mother told,

She gan thereat to fret, and greatly grieue.

And comming to her sonne, gan first to scold,

And chyde at him, that made her misbelieue :

But afterwards she gan him soft to shrieue,

And wooe with faire intreatie, to disclose,

\^^lich of the Nymphes his heart so sore did

mieue. -

For sure she weend it was some one of those, |.

Which he had lately scene, that for his loue he

cliose.

27

Now lesse she feared that same fatall read,

That warned him of womens loue beware :

Which being ment of mortall creatures sead,

For loue of Nymphes she thought she need not

care.

But promist him, what eucr wight she weare,

That she her loue to him would shortly gaine :

So he her told : but soone as she did hcare

That Florhnell it was, which wrought his paine,

She gan a fresh to chafe, and grieue in euery

vaine. 1
28

Yet since she saw the streight extremitie.

In which his life vnluckily was layd,

It was no time to scan the prophecie,

Whether old Proieus true or false had sayd.

That his decay should happen by a mayd.
It's late in death of daunger to aduize.

Or loue forbid him, that is life denayd

:

But rather gan in troubled mind denize,

How she that Ladies libertie might enterprize.

29
To Proteus selfe to sew she thought it vaine,

Who was the root and worker of her woe :

Nor vnto any meaner to complainc,

But vnto great king Neptimc selfe did goe.

And on her knee before him falling lowe,

Made humble suit vnto his Maiestie,

To graunt to her, her sonnes life, which his foe

A cruel 1 Tyrant had prcsun^HeousUe

By wicked doome condcmn'd, a wretched death

to die.
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30
Fo whom God Xeptmie softly smyling, thus

;

Daughter me seemes ofdouble wrong ye plaine,

Gainstone thathath both wronged you,andvs:
For death t'adward I ween'd did appertaine

To none, but to the seas sole Soueraine.

Read therefore who it is, which this hath

wrought.

And for what cause ; the truth discouer plaine.

For neuer wight so euill did or thought.

But would some rightfall cause pretend, though
rightly nought.

Fo whom she answerd, Then it is by name
Proteus, that hath ordayn'd my sonne to die

;

For that a waift, the which by fortune came
Vpon your seas, he claym'd as propertie :

And yet nor his, nor his in equitie.

But yours the waift by high prerogatiue.

Therefore I humbly craue your Maiestie,

It to repleuie, and my sonne rcpriuc :

>o shall you by one gift saue all vs three aliue.

32
3e graunted it : and strcight his warrant made,
Vnder the Sea-gods scale autcnticall,

Commaunding Proteus straight t'enlarge the

mayd.
Which wandring on his seas im[)eriall.

He lately tooke, and sithencc kc[)t as liirall.

Whichshereceiuiiig with nKetethankefuliits.se,

Departed straight to Proteus therewiihull

:

Who reading it with inward loathfulncsse,

(Vas grieued to restore the pledge, he did

possesse.

33
Vet durst he not the warrant to withstand.

But vnto her deliuered Florvmil.

Whom she receiuing by the lilly hand,
Admvr'd her beautie much, as she mote

well

:

For she all liuing creatures did excell

;

And was right ioyous, tliat i.he gotten had
So faire a wife for her sonne Marinell.

So home with her she streight the virgin lad,

And shewed her to him, then being sore beslad.

34
Wlio soone as he beheld that angels face,

Adorn'd with all diuine perfection,

Ilis cheared heart eftsoones away gan chace

Sad death, rcuiued with her sweet insi>ection,

And feeble spirit inly felt refection
;

As witliered weed through cruell winters tine,

That feeles the warmth of sunny Ix-ames

reflection,

Liftes vp his head, that did before decline

And gins to spread his leafe before the faire

sunshine.

, .
35

Right so hiniselfe did Marinell \'preare,

When he in j)lace his dearest loue did spy ;

And though his limbs could not his bodie

beure,

Ne former strength returne so suddenly,
Vet chearcfull signcs he shewed outwardly.
Ne lesse wiis she in secret hart affected.

But that she masked it with modestie,

For feare she should of light nessc be detected :

Which to luiother pLice 1 Icaue to be jx'rfected.



THE FIFTH
BOOKE OF THE

FAERIE QVEENE.
Contayning,

THE LEGEND OF ARTEGALL
OR

OF IVSTICE.

So oft as I with state of present time,

The image of the antique world compare,

When as mans age was in his freshest prime.

And the first blossome of faire vertue bare.

Such oddes I finde twixt those, and these which

are,

As that, through long continuance of his course,

Me seemes the world is runne quite out of

square.

From the first point of his appointed sourse.

And being once amisse growes daily wourse and
wourse.

2

For from the golden age, that first was named,

It's now at earst become a stonie one ;

And men themselues, the which at first were

framed
Of earthly mould,and form'd of flesh and bone.

Are now transformed into hardest stone :

Such as beliind their backs (so backward bred)

\Vere throwne by Pyrrha and Dciicalione :

And if then those may anv worse be red,

They into that ere long mHI be degendered.

Let none then blame me, if in discipline

Of vertue and of ciuill vses lore,

I doe not forme them to the common line

Of present dayes, whicli are corrupted sore.

But to the antique vse, which was of yore.

When good was onely for it selfe desyred,

And all men sought their owne, and none no
more

;

When Justice was notfor most meed outhyred.

But simple Truth did ra}'ne, and was of all

admyred.

4
For that wliich all men then did vertue call.

Is now cald vice ; and that which \ice \\as

hight,

Is now hight vertue, and so vs'd of all

:

Right now is ^^rong, and wrong that was is

right,
_

As all things else in time are chaunged quight.

Ne wonder ; for tlie heauens rcuolution

Is wandrcd farre from where it first was pight,
_

And so doe make contrarie constitution |
Of all this lower world, toward his dissolution. '

II
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For who so list into the heauens looke,

And search the courses of the rowling spheares,

Shall find that from the point, where they first

tooke

Theirsetting forth , in these few thousand yeares

They all are wandred much; that plaine

appeares.

For that same golden fleecy Ram, which bore

Phrixus and Helle from their stepdames feares,

Hath now forgot, where he was plast of yore,

\nd shouldrcd hath the Bull, which fayre

Europa bore.
^

\nd eke the Bull hath with his bow-bent borne

So hardly butted those two twinnes of lone,

That they haue crusht the Crab, and quite him
Into the great Nemccan lions groue. [borne

So now all range, and doe at randon roue

Out of their proper places farre away,
And all this world with them amisse doe moue.
And all his creatures from their course astray,

rill they arriue at their last ruinous decay.

7 .

S'e is that same great glorious lampe of light,

That doth enUimine all these lesser fyres,

In better case, ne kecpes his course more right,

But is miscaricd with the other Spheres.

For since the ttrme of fourtcene hundred yeres,

Tliat learned Ptolomcce his hight did take.

Fie is declyned from that marke of theirs,

Nigh thirtie minutes to the Southerne lake
;

rhat makc-s me feare in time he will vs quite

forsake. o

\nd if to those ^Egyptian wisards old,

Which in Star- read wercwont haue best insight,

Faith may Ix- giuen, it is by thtin told,

T?iat sincethe time they first tooke theSunncs
hight,

Fonrc times liis place he shifted hath in sight,

And twice hath risen, where he now doth West,
And wi-sttd twice, where he ought rise arigiit.

But irujst is Mirs anii^sc of all the rest.

\nd next to him old Satnnic, that was wont be
best.

9.
For during Saturnes ancient raignc it's sayd,
'n»at all the world with n(KMJnisscciidal)ouiid:

All loiH-d vertur, no man was aliravd
Of for<c, ne fraud in wight w;is to l)C found :

No warre was knownc, no dreadful] trom|)cts

soiukI,

Vi'Acv vnjiirrsai I rayn'd mongstmm and I xasts.
ArttI all things freely gn w out of the grouml

:

lust ice sale high adorM with solemnc fiiists,

And to ull [Kopic flu) (liuide lur (lre<l Iwliiasts.

Most sacred vertue she of all the rest.

Resembling God in his imperiall might

;

Whose soueraine powre is herein most exprcst.

That both to good and bad he dealcth right.

And all his workes with Justice hath bedight.

That powre he also doth to Princes lend.

And makes them like himselfe in glorious sight.

To sit in his owne seate, his cause to end.

And rule his people right, as he doth recom-

mend.
II

Dread SoueraN-neGoddesse, that doest highest sit

In seate of iudgement, in th'Almighties stead,

And with magnificke might and w ondrous wit

Doest to thy people righteous doome aread,

That furthest Nations fillesw ith aw full dread.

Pardon the boldnesse of thy basest thrall,

That dare discourse of so diuine a read.

As thy great iustice praysed ouer all

:

The instrument whereof loe here thy Arlegall.

Cant. I.

Arlegall traynd in Iustice lore

Irenaes quest purseucd,

He doeth auenge on Sanglier

his Ladies bloud enibrrued.

I

Thougli vertue then were held in higiicst price.

In those old times, of which I doe intreat,

\vt then likewise the wicked setde of vice

licgan to sjiriiig which shortly grew full great.

And with their boughes the gentle plants did

beat.

But euermore some of the vertuous race

Rose vp, inspired with heroic ke heat.

That cropt the branches of the sient base,

And with strong liand their fruitful! ranckncs

diti deface.

2

Such first was Bacchus, that w ith furious might

All th'Kast before Mit;unM did tnierronnr,

And wrong repressed, and tstablisht right,

Whi( h lawhsse men had foiinerly toriionne.

There Iustice first her princely rule In-gonne.

Next Hrrculrs his like ens;unple shewi><l,

Who all the West wil[» e<|uall coruiuest woiuu-.

And monstroustvrants with his clubsulxiewed;

The club of Iustice dread, with kingly powre

endewcd.
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And such was he, of whom I haue to tell,

The Champion of true Justice Arkgall,

Whom (as ye lately mote remember well)

An hard aduenture, which did then befall.

Into redoubted perill forth did call

;

That was to succour a distressed Dame,
Whom a strong tyrant did vniustly thrall,

And from the heritage, which she did clame,

Did with strong liand withhold : Graniorlo was
his name.

4
Wherefore the Lady, which Irena hight.

Did to the Faery Queene her way addrcsse.

To whom complayning her afflicted phght.

She her besought of gratious redresse.

That soueraine Queene, that mightie Em-
peresse,

Wiiose glorie is to aide all suppliants pore.

And of weake Princes to be Patronesse,

Chose Artegall to right her to restore
;

For that to her he seem'd best skild in righteous

lore.

... 5
For Artegall in iustice was vpbrought
Euen from the cradle of his infancie.

And all the depth of rightfulldoomewas taught
By faire Astrcea, Avith great Industrie,

W^hilest here on earth she lined mortallie.

For till the world from his perfection fell

Into all filth and foule iniquitie,

Aslrcsa here mongst earthly men did dw^ell,

And in the rules of iustice them instructed well.

Whiles through the world she walked in this sort.

Vpon a day she found this gentle childe,

Amongst his peres playing his childish sport;

Whom seeing fit, and with no crime defilde.

She did allure with gifts and speaches milde,

To wend with her. So thence him farre she

Into a caue from companie exilde, [brought

In\vhichshenoursledhim,tillyearesheraught,

Andallthedisciplineof iustice therehimtaught.

7

There she him taught to weigh both right and
wrong

In equall ballance with due recompence,
And equitie to measure out along,

According to the line of conscience,

When so it needs with rigour to dispencc.

Of all the which, for want there of mankind,
She caused him to make experience

Vpon wyld beasts, which she in woods did find,

With wrongfull powre oppressing others of

their kind.

Thus she him trayned, and thus she him taught

In all the skill of deeming wrong and right,

Vntill the ripenesse of mans yeares he raught

;

That euen wildebcastsdidfearchisawfullsight,
And men admyr'd his ouerruling might

;

Ne any Hu'd on ground, that durst withstand

II is dreadfull hcast, much lesse him match in

fight,

Or bide the horror of his WTeakfuU hand.
When so he list in wrath liftvp his steely brand.

9
.

Which steelybrand, to make him dreaded more,
She gaue vnto him, gotten by her slight

And earnest search, where it was kept in store

In loues eternall house, vnwist of wiglit.

Since he himselfe it vs'd in that great fight

Against the Titans, that whylome rebelled

Gainst highest heauen ; Chrysaor it was hight

;

Chrysaor that all other swords excelled,

Well prou'd in that same day, when loue those

Gyants quelled.

For of most perfect metall it was made,
Tempred with Adamant amongst the same,
And garnisht all with gold vpon the blade

In goodly wise, whereof it tooke his name,
And was of no lesse vertue, then of fame.

For there no substance was so firme and hard,

But it would pierce or cleaue, where soit came

;

Ne any armour could his dint out ward,

But wheresoeuer it did light, it throughly shard.

II

Now when the world with sinne gan to abound,
Astrcva loathing lenger here to space

Mongstwicked men,inwhomnotruthshe found,

Return'd to heauen, whence she deriu'd her

race

;

Where she hath now an euerlasting place,

Mongst those twelue signes, which nightly we
doe see [chace

;

The heauens bright-shining baudricke to en-

And js the Virgin, sixt in her degree,

And next her selfe her righteous ballance hang-

ing bee.^ 12

But when she parted hence, she left her groome
An yron man, which did on her attend

Alwaycs, to execute her stedfast doome.
And willed him with Artegall to wend.
And doe what euer thing he did intend.

His name was Talus, made of yron mould,
Immoueable, resistlesse, without end.

Who in his hand an yron flale did hould,

With which he thresht out falshood, and didj

truth vnfould.
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it now went with him in this new inquest,

Him for to aide, if aide he chaunst to neede,

Against that cruell Tyrant, which opprest

The faire Irena with his foule misdetde,

And kept the crowne in which she should

succeed.

And now together on their way they bin,

When as they saw a Squire in squaHid weed.

Lamenting sore his sorowfull sad tyne,

Vith many bitter teares shed from his biubbred

ejTie.

14
'0 whom as they approched, they espide

A sorie sight, as euer seene with eye
;

An headlesse Ladie lying him beside,

In her owne blood all wallow'd wofully.

That her gay clothes did in discolour die.

Much was he moued at that ruefull sight

;

And tiam'd with zt-ale of vengeance inwardly,

He askt, who had that Dame so fouly dight
;

)r whether his owne hand, or whether other

wight ?

kh woe is me, and well away (quoth hee)

IJurstingforthteares,Iikespringsoutofabanke,

Tliat cuer I this dismall day did see :

Full farre was I from thinking such a pranke
;

Vet litle losse it were, and mickic thankc,
Tf T should graunt that I haue docn the same,

I motcdrinkethccup.whereofshcdrankc:
that I should die guiltie of the blame,

he which another did, who now is fled with
shame.

16

tTio was it then (sayd Artc^all) that wrought?
f\nd why ? doe it (Itrlarc vnto nic trew.

' lic)if knipht hcniay Ix' thour;ht,

iiu! in I-adii-s bloud tinbrtw,
:>it no « au.se, but as I shall you shew.
lay as I in solarc safe hcrtbv

\\ ith a fayre loue, wlu^sc lo<v«;e I now do rcw,

Ihirc c;imc this kiii^'lit, liauing in companie
his lurklrssc Ladie, which now here doth
headlesse lie.

'7

c, wholluT mine stcniM faynr in his eye,
'>r thrif h*" wxffl weary of his owne,

with \nv ; but I did it dcnvc
;

i-s lx)tli, as may Ik* kiiownc,
•, whfHC spirit \v;is with [)ri(le vpblowne,
' '"' f rrst rf)iitrnt(d with Ins ri^jht,

uhisrotjrsorhcrdowncthrnwnc,
i » Hi. M 11 iiiitip away bv lawlcssr niij'ht,

nd on his stcctj her set, to bcarc her out of

•if:ht.

18

Which when his Ladie saw, she follow 'd fast.

And on him catching hold, gan loud to crie

Not so to leaue her, nor away to cast,

But rather of his hand besought to die.

With that his sword he drew all wrathfully,

Andatonestrokecroptoffher head with scornej
In that same place, whereas it now doth lie.

So he my loue away with him hath borne.
And left me here, both his and mine own loue

to mome.
19

Aread (sayd he) which way then did he make ?

And by what markesmay he be knowne againe?
To ho[?e (quoth he) him soone to oucriake,
That hence so long departed, is but vaine :

But yet he f)rickcd ouer yonder plaine,

And as I marked, bore vpon his shield.

By which it's easie him to know againe,

A broken sword within a bloodie field
;

Expressing well his nature, which the same did
wield.

20
No sooner sayd, but streight he after sent
His yron page, who him pursew'd so light,

As that it sccm'd aboue the ground he went

:

For he was swift as swallow in her flight,

And strong as Lyon in his Lordly mipht.
It was not long, before he oucrtooke
Sir Sattglicr ; (so clcepcd was that Knight)
Whom at the first he gliesscd by his looke,

And by the other n^arkcs, which of his shield he
tooke.

2

lie bad him stay, and backe with him retire
;

Who full of scornc to be commaunded so,

The Lady to alight did eft re(]uire,

VNliikst ho rcfornud that vnciuill fo

:

And streij^ht at him with all his force did go.
Who mou'd no more therewith, then when a

rocke

Is lightly stricken with some stones throw
;

But to him k-aping, lent him such a knocke,
That on the ground he layd him like a scnce-

lessc blocke.

22

Hut ore he roiild him stlfe rcaire againe,
Ilini in his iron paw he seized had ;

That \\\\vi\ he wak't out of his warelessc painc,

He found him s« Ifc, vnwist, so ill Kstnd,
Tluit lim he could not wag. TheiuT he him lad,

Bound like a Inast ap|>ointe<l to the stitll

:

Tlie si^ht whereof the Uulv sore a<lrarl.

.And fain'd to flv (or fearc of being thndl

;

But he Iwr (juickly slayd, ai»d forsl to wend
witluill.
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23

When to the place they came, where Artegall

By that same careful! Squire did then abide,

He gently gan him to demaund of all,

That did betwixt him and that Squire betide.

Who with Sterne countenance and indignant

pride

Did aunswere, that of all he guiltlesse stood,

And his accuser thereuppon defide :

For neither he did shed that Ladies bloud,

Nor tooke away his loue, but his owne proper

good.
24

Well did theSquireperceiuehimselfe tooweakc,

To aunswere his defiaunce in the field,

And rather chose his challenge off to breake,

Then toapproue his right withspeareandshield.

And rather guilty chose him selfe to yield.

But Artegall by signes perceiuing plaine,

That he it was not, which that Lady kild,

But that strange Knight, the fairer loue to

gaine.

Did cast about by sleight the truth thereout to

straine.

And sayd, Now sure this doubtful! causes right

Can hardly but by Sacrament be tride.

Or else by ordele, or by blooddy fight

;

That ill perhaps mote fall to either side.

But if ye please, that I your cause decide,

Perhaps I may all further quarrel! end,

So ye will swcare my iudgcrnent to abide.

Thereto they both did franckly condiscend,

And to his doome with listfuU eares did both

attend.
^6

Sith then (sayd he) ye both the dead deny,

And both the liuing Lady claime your right,

Let both the dead and liuing equally

Deuided be betwixt you here in sight,

And each of either take his share aright.

But looke who does dissent from this my read,

He for a twelue moneths day shall in despight

Beare for his penaunce that same Ladies head;

To witnesse to the world, that she by him is

dead.
27

Well pleased with that doome was Sangliere,

And offred streight the Lady to be slaine.

But that same Squire, to whom she was more
dere.

When as he saw she should be cut in twaine.

Did yield, she rather should with him remaine

Aliue, then to him selfe be shared dead
;

And rather tlien his loue should suffer paine,

He chose withshame to beare that Ladies head.

True loue despiseth shame, when life is cald in

dread.

28

Whom when so willing Artegall perceaued
;

Not so thou Squire, (he sayd) but thine I deeme
The liuing Lady, which from thee he reaued :

For worthy thou of her doest rightly seeme.

And you. Sir Knight, that loue so light

esteeme.

As that ye would for little leaue the same,

Take here your owne, that doth you best

beseeme,

And with it beare the burden of defame

;

Your owne dead Ladies head, to tell abrode

your shame.
•' 29

But Sangliere disdained much his doome,
And sternly gan repine at his behcast

;

Ne would for ought obay, as did become.

To beare that Ladies head before his breast.

Vntill that Talus had his pride represt,

And forced him, maulgre, it vp to reare.

Who when he saw it bootelcsse to resist.

He tooke it vp, and thence with him did beare.

As rated Spaniel! takes his burden vp for feare,

30
Much did that Squire Sir Artegall adore.

For his great iustice, held in high regard
;

And as his Squire him offred euermore

To serue, for want of other meete reward,

And wend with him on his aduenture hard.

But he thereto would by no meanes consent

;

But leauing him forth on his iourney far'd :

Ne wight with him but onely Talus went.

They two enough t'encounter an whole Regi-

ment.

Cant. II.

Artegall heares of Florimell,

Does with the Paganfight

:

Him slates, drownes Lady Munera,

Does race her castle quight.

I

Nought is more honorable to a knight,

Ne better doth beseeme braue cheualry,

Then to defend the feeble in their right.

And wrong redresse in such as wend awry.

Whilome those great Heroes got thereby

Their greatest glory, for their rightful! dccdes,

And place deserued with the Gods on liy.

Herein the noblesse of this knight exceedes,

Who now to perils great for iustice sake pro-

ceedes.

i
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3 which as he now was vppon the way,

le chaunst to meet a Dwarfe in hasty course
;

Vhom he requir'd his forward hast to stay,

'ill he of tidings mote with him discourse,

X)th was the Dwarfe, yet did he stay perforsc,

Lnd gan of sundry newes his store to tell,

Ls to his memory they had recourse :

Jut chitrfely of tlie fairest Florimell,

ow she was found againe, and spousde to

Marimll.

3.
)r this was Dotty, Florimels owne Dwarfe,

\'hom hauing lost (as ye haue heard whyleare)

ind finding in the way the scattrcd scarfe,

Tie fortune of her life long time did feare.

lut of her health when Arte^all did heare,

md safe returne, he was full inly glad,

md askt him where, and when her bridalc

cht-are

hould be sokmniz'd : for if time he had,

; would be there,and honor to her spousallad.

ithin three dales (quoth hee) as I do here,

t will be at the Castle of the strond
;

Vhat time if naught me let, I will be there
"0 doe her scruice, so as I am bond.

5ut in my way a little here beyond
I cursed crucll Sarazin doth wonne,
liat keepes a bridges passage by strong hond,
tridmanycrrantKnightshaththcrefordonne;
lat makes all men for feare that passage for

to shonnc.

5
hat mister wight ((juoth he) and how far

hence

> he, that df)lh to trauclkrs such harmes ?

If i* (sjiid he) a man of gnat dcfince
;

rf in bat fill and in dtidi-s of amies
;

lore iiiilK)ldrK(l by the wi(ked charmes,
Sithwhichhisdaughterdothhitnstillsupport;

lauinggreat I^r(lshii»sgot ancigo<Kl!y farmes,

rhrough St rongoppressiou of his jK)wre extort;

y which he stil thitn holds, and keciK-s with
strong effort.

6

nd davlv hr bin wrongs enrrcaseth more,
•or w- 'f he lets to passf that way,
•'"•t

'

I
, allxe he ri« )i or p«H)re,

II makes his |iassige-|K'nnv I«iV :

'h hold hin> l)a(ke or Inat away,
fo \\v luith u grcxtme of cuill giiize,

>-' "If
! Uirc.tliiit lK»n<lage«lotlilK'wray,

1 [liU the j)Oorc in pilroiis wize ;

\ ii«- I. mi < III- vp|K(ii the rii li <loth tvrannize.

His name is hight Pollenle, rightly so

For that he is so puissant and strong,

That with his powre he all doth ouergo.

And makes them subiect to his mighty wrong;
And some by sleight he eke doth vnderfong.

For on a Bridge he custometh to fight.

Which is but narrow, but exceeding long
;

And in the same are many trap fals pight.

Through which the rider downe doth fall

through ouersight.

8

And vnderneath the same a riucr flowes.

That is bothswift anddangerousdccpewitliall;

Into the which whom so he ouerthrowes.

All destitute of helpe doth headlong fall.

But he him selfe, through practise vsuall,

Lcapes forth into the floud, and there assaies

Ills foe confused through his sodaine fall,

That horse and man he equally dismaies.

And either both them drowncs, or trayter-

ouslv slaies.

9
Then doth he take the spoile of them at will.

And to hisdaughter brings, that dwels thereby:

Who all that comes doth take, and therewith

nil

The coffers of her wicked threasury ;

Which she with wrongs hath heaped vp so hy,

That many Princes she in wealth excecdes.

And purchast all the countrey lying ny
With the reuenue of her i)lenteous meedes,

Iler name is Munera, agreeing with her deedes.

ro

Thereto she is full faire, and rich attired.

With golden hands and siluer feete beside.

That many Lords haue her to « ife desired :

But she tliem all (kspiscth for great pride.

Now by my life (sayd he) and ()(xl to guide,

None other way will I this day Intake,

lUit by that Bridge, whereas he tloth abide :

Tlierefore me thitlier lead. No more he spake,

But thitherward forthright his ready way did

make.
II

Vj)fo the place he came within a while,

W here on the Bridge he readv atmeil .'•aw

The Sarazin, awavting for some spoile,

\\ ho as thfv to the passage gan to draw,

A vill.iine to them came with scull all raw,

That passigf mone\' diti of tluin re(|uire.

According to the custome of their law.

To whom he aunswerd wroth, Loc there thy

hire :

And uith that uord him strooke, that streight

he did expire.
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\Which when the Pagan saw, he wexed wroth,

And streight him selfe vnto the tight addrest,

Ne was Sir Arlegall behinde : so both

Together ran with ready speares in rest.

Right in the midst, whereas they brest to brest

Should meete, a trap was letten downe to fall

Into the floud: streight leapt the Carle vnblest,

Well weening that his foe was falne withall

:

But he was well aware, and leapt before his fall.

There being both together in the floud,

They each at other tyrannously flew
;

Ne ought the water cooled their whot bloud,

But rather in them kindled choler new.

But there the Paynim.. who that vse well knew
To fight in water, great aduantage had,

That oftentimes him nigh he ouerthrew :

And eke the courser, whereuppon he rad.

Could swim like to a fish, whiles he his backe

bestrad.

14
Which oddes when as Sir Artegall espide,

He saw no way, but close with him in hast

;

And to him driuing strongly downe the tide,

Vppon his iron coUer griped fast.

That with the straint his wesand nigh he brast.

There they together stroue and struggled long.

Either the other from his steede to cast

;

Ne euer Artegall his griple strong

For any thing wold slacke, but still vppon him
hong.

15

As when a Dolphin and a Sele are met,

In the wide champian of the Ocean plaine :

With cruell chaufe their courages they whet,

The maysterdome of each by force to gaine,

And dreadfull battaile twixt themdodarraine

:

They snuf, they snort, they bounce, they rage,

they rore.

That all the sea disturbed with their traine.

Doth frie with fome aboue the surges hore.

Such was betwixt these two the troublesome

\^rore.

16

So Artegall at length him forst forsake

His horses backe, for dread of being drownd.
And to his handy swimming him betake.

Eftsoones him selfe he from his hold vnbownd,
And then no ods at all in him he fownd :

For Arlegall in swimming skilful! was,

And durst the depth of any water sownd.

So ought each Knight, that vse of perill has,

In swimming be expert through waters force to

pas.

Then very doubtfull was the warres euent,

Vncertaine whether had the better side :

For both were skild in that experiment.

And both in armes well traind and throughly

tride.

But Arlegall was better breath'd beside.

And towards th'end, grew greater in his might,

That his faint foe no longer could abide

His puissance, ne beare him selfe vpright.

But from the w^ater to the land betooke his flight.

18

But Artegall pursewd him still so neare,

With bright Chrysaor in his cruell hand.
That as his head he gan a Utle reare

Aboue the brincke, to tread vpon the land,

He smote it off, that tumbling on the strand

It bit the earth for very fell despight.

And gnashed with his teeth, as if he band
HighGod,whosegoodnessehedespairedquight,
Or curst the hand, which did that vengeance on

him dight.

His corps was carried downe along the Lee,

Whose waters with his filthy bloud it staj-ned :

But his blasphemous head, that all might see,

He pitcht vpon a pole on high ordayncd
;

Where many years it afterwards remayncd.

To be a mjrrour to all mighty men,
In whose right hands great power is contayned,

That none of them the feeble ouerren.

But alwaies doe their powre within iust com-

passe pen.

20

That done, vnto the Castle he did wend,

In which the Paynims daughter did abide.

Guarded of many which did her defend :

Of whom he entrance sought, but was denide,

And with reprochfull blasf:ihemy defide.

Beaten with stonesdowne from the battilment,

That he was forced to withdraw aside ;

And bad his seruant Talus to inuent

Which way he enter might, without endanger*

ment.

21

Eftsoones his Page drew to the Castle gate,

And with his iron flale at it let flie.

That all the warders it did sore amate.

The which crewhilc spake so rcprochfully,

And made them stoupe, that looked earst so hie.

Yet still he bet, and bounst vppon the dore,

And thundrcd strokes thereon so hideouslie,

That all the peece he shakcd from the flore,

And filled all the house with feare and great

vprore.
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22

ith noise whereof the Lady forth appeared

^ppon the Castle wall, and when she saw
'he daungerous state, in which she stood, she

'he sad effect of her neare ouerthrow
;

[feared

Lnd gan entreat that iron man below,

o cease his outrage, and him faire besought,

ith neitherforceofstones which theydid throw,

sor powT of diarms, which she against him
wrought,

ight otherwise preuaile, or make him cease

for ought.

jt when as yet she saw him to proceede,

i'nmou'd with praicrs, or withpitcous thought,

ihe ment him to corrupt with goodly meede
;

lnd causde great sackcs with endlesse riches

'ntothebattilmenttobevpbrought, [fraught,

ind powred forth ouer tiie Castle wall,

rhat she might win some time, though dearly

bought
Miilest he to gathering of the gold did fall.

Jt he was nothing mou'd, nor tempted there-

withalL

Jt still continu'd his assault tiie more,
lnd layd on load with his huge yron flaile,

riiat at the length he has yrent the dore,

lnd made way for his maister to assaile.

NTio being cntrtd, nought did then auaile

•"or wight,against his|X)wrethemseluestorearc:
one did Hie ; tlieir hearts began to faiU-,

jid them selues in corners here and there
;

nd eke their dame halfe dead did hide her self

for fcare.
25

)ng they her sought, yet no where could they

finde her,

riiat sure they ween'd she was cscapt away :

Jut /'(//uj.that could likealiniehouiidwindcher,
Uid all things secrete wisely could Uwray,
U length found out, whereas she hidden lay

r an heajx- of golf I. Thenrc he her drew
<• faire Icnkes, and fowly did arrav,

Sllliijutin piny of lur gofnlly iiew,

lat Arle-f^uU him s<lfe lier stenielessc plight

did rew. .

ft for no pitf y would he change the course
)f lust ire, whidi ill 7 nlns hand did Ive ;

Vho rndfly hayld h»r forth without r«Miorse.

'till h'^l'lir-c vj) her suppliant hands on hye,
^'if| 1 ,? his feete siibniissiuelv.
'''1

, , lunlluMKls.thoseliandsofgold,
' kr her lectc, those fcctc of silucr I rye,

'Vnightvnriglilcousn«ssc,andiusli(esolH,

off, aii<l nayl<l on high, that all might
>ii< in behold.

Iler selfe then tooke he by the sclender wast.

In vaine loud crying, and into the flood

Ouer the Castle wall adowne her cast.

And there her drowned in the durty mud :

But the streame washt away her guilty blood.

Thereafter all that mucky pelfe he tooke,

The spoile of peoples euill gotten good,

The which her sire had scrap' t by hooke and
crooke.

And burning all to ashes, powr'd it downe the

brookc. o
28

And lastly all that Castle quite he raced,

Euen from the sole of his foundation,

And all the hewcn stones thereof defaced,

That there mote be no hope of reparation,

Nor memory thereof to any nation.

All which when Talus throughly had per-

fourmed,

Sir Arlegall vndid the euill fashion.

And wicked customesof that Bridge rcfourmed.

Which done, vnto his former iourney he re-

tourncd.
29

In ^\hich they measur'd niickle weary way,
Till that at length nigh to the sea they drew

;

By which as they did traucll on a day,

They saw before them, far as they could vew,

Full many i)eople gathered in a criw
;

Whose great assembly they did much admire.

For neuer there the like resort they knew.
So towardes them they coasted, to enquire

What thing so many nations met, did there

desire.

Tliere they l)eheld a mighty Gyant stand

\'pon a rocke, and holding forth on hie

An huge great paire of ballance in his hand,
With whiih he boasted in his surciucdrie,

ITiat all the world he would weigh cquallie,

If ought he had the same to eounterpoys.

For want whereof ho weighed vanity,

And lild his iKdLuuice full of idle toys :

Vet w;us admired much of foolcs, women, and
l>oys.

^^

He s;iyd that he would all the earth vptake,

And'all the sea, (Kuidid eac h from either :

.*so wouhl he of the lire one luiilaunce make,
Andoneof ih'ayrr.w ithout orw ind,(U wether

:

'Iheii would he ball.uniie heauen and hell to-

gether,

And all tluit did within them all rontaine ;

( )f all whose weight, he would not missenfethcr.
And looke what surplus did of each rdnuino,

lie would to his owiie part restore the same
agaiiie.
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32

For why, he sayd they all vnequall were,

And had encroched vppon others share,

Like as the sea (which plaine he shewed there)

Had worne the earth, so did the fire the aire.

So all the rest did others parts empaire.

And so were realmes and nations run awry.

All which he vndertooke for to repaire.

In sort as they were formed aunciently ;

And all things would reduce vnto equahty.

33
Therefore the vulgar did about him flocke,

And cluster thicke vnto his leasings vaine.

Like foolish flies about an hony crocke.

In hope by him great benefite to gaine.

And vncontrolled freedome to obtaine.

All which when Arlegall did see, and heare,

How he mis-led the simple peoples traine,

In sdeignfull wize he drew vnto him neare,

And thus vnto him spake, without regard or

feare.
34

Thou that presum st to weigh the world anew.

And all things to an equall to restore.

In stead of right me seemes great wrong dost

shew.

And far aboue thy forces pitch to sore

For ere thou limit what is lesseor more
In euery thing, thou oughtest first to know,

What was the poyse of euery part of yore :

And looke then how much it doth ouerflow.

Or faile thereof, so much is more then iust to

trow.
35

For at the first they all created were

In goodly measure, by their Makers might,

And weighed out in ballaunces so nere.

That not a dram was missing of their right,

The earth was in the middle centre pight.

In which it doth immoueable abide,

Hemd in with waters like a wall in sight

;

And they with aire, that not a drop can slide :

Al which the heauens containe, and in their

courses guide.
^

Such heauenly justice doth among them raine.

That euery one doe know their certaine bound,

In which they doe these many yeares remaine,

And mongst them al no change hath yet beene

found.

But if thou now shouldst weigh them new in

i:)Ound,

We are not sure they would so long remaine

:

Allchangeisperillous,andallchauncevnsound.

Therefore Icaue off to weigh them all againe,

Till we may be assur'd they shall their course

retaine.

31
Thou foolishe Elfe (said then the Gyant wroth)

Seest not, how badly all things present bee,

And each estate quite out of order goth ?

The sea it selfe doest thou not plainely see

Encroch vppon the land there vnder thee
;

And th'earth it selfe how daily its increast.

By all that dying to it turned be ?

Were it not good that wrong were then sur-

ceast.

And from the most, that some were giuen to the

least ? o

Therefore I will throw downe these mountames
hie.

And make them leuell with the lowly plaine :

These towring rocks,which reach vnto the skie,

I will thrust do\\Tie into the deepest maine.

And as they were, them equalize againe.

Tyrants that make men subiect to their law,

I will suppresse, that they no more may raine
;

And Lordings curbe, that commons ouer-aw
;

And all the wealth of rich men to the poore will

draw.
39

Of things vnseene how canst thou deeme aright.

Then answered the righteous Artegall,

Sith thou misdeem'st so much of things in

sight ?

What though the sea with waues continuall

Doe eate the earth, it is no more at all

:

Ne is the earth the lesse, or loseth ought,

For whatsoeuer from one place doth fall.

Is with the tide vnto an other brought

:

For there is nothing lost, that may be found, if

sought.

Likewise the earth is not augmented more,

By all that dying into it doe fade.

For of the earth they formed were of yore.

How euer gay their blossome or their blade

Doe flourish now, they into dust shall vade.

What wrong then is it, if that when they die,

They turne to that, whereof they first were

made ?

All in the powre of their great Maker lie :

All creaturesmust obey the voice of themost hie.

4T

They liue, they die, like as he doth ordaine,

Ne euer any asketh reason why.

The hils doe not the lowly dales disdaine

;

The dales doe not the lofty hills enuy.

He maketh Kings to sit in souerainty ;

He maketh subiects to their powre obay ;

He pulleth downe, he setteth vp on hy
;

He giues to this, from that he takes away.

For all we hauc is his : what he list doe, he may.
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4^

Vhat euer thing is done, by him is donne,

Ne any may his mighty will withstand
;

Ne any may his soueraine power shonne,

Ne loose that he hath bound with stedfast band

.

In vaine therefore doest thou now take in hand,

To call to count, or weigh his workes anew,

Whosecounselsdepth thou canstnotvnderstand,
Sith of things subiect to thy daily vew
liou doest not know the causes, nor their

courses dew.
43

'or take thy ballaunce, if thou be so wise,

And weigh the winde, that vnder heauen doth
blow

;

Or weigh the light, that in the East doth rise

;

Or weigh the thought, that from mans mind
doth flow.

But if the weight of these thou canst not show,

Weighbut oneword whichfrom thy lipsdothfall.
For how canst thou those greater secrets know,
That doest not know the least thing ofthem all ?

11 can he rule the great, that cannot reach the

small.
44

rherewith the Gyant much abashed sayd
;

That he of little things made reckoning light,

Vet the least word that euer could be layd

Within his ballaunce, he could way aright.

Which is (sayd he) more heauy then in weight,

The right or wrong, the false or else the trew ?

He answered, that he would try it strcight,

So he tiie words into his ballaunce threw,

3ut streight the winged words out of his

ballaunce flew.
45

Vroth wext he then, and sayd, tliat words were

Nc would within his ballaunce well abide.

But he could iustly weigh the wrong or right.

Well then, sayd Artcgall, let it be tride.

First in one l>allancc set the true aside.

He rlifl so first ; and then tlie false he Liyd

In th'(jtiier scale ; but still it downc did slide,

And by no nieane could in the weight be stayd.

i^'or by no meanes the falscwilKvilh,tlic truth be

wayd.
46

^(Vf,- take the right likewise, sayd Arli-^alr,

An<lr(»iinterpcisfthesam<'u it h so much wrong.

So hrst thf ri|.;ht he |)Mt into one st-alc ;

Aridthcnthe(iyatitslrf)iiewithpiiis.s;mrt'StronR

To lill thr other s<-:dc with so much wrong.

Hut ;ill the wrongs that he thcr«-in could lay,

Might not it iw-ist^'; vet difl he labotir long,

And swat, and rhauf'd, ami prouedeuery way :

Ifct all the wxongs could not a little right

(lownc >\;iv. /\ , /»

UTiich when he saw, he greatly grew in rage.

And almost would his balances haue broken:

But Artegall him fairely gan asswage,

And said ; Be not vpon thy balance wroken :

For they doe nought but right or wrong be-

token
;

But in the mind the doome of right must bee
;

And so likewise of words, the which be spoken,

The eare must be the ballance, to decree

And iudge, whether with truth or falshood they

agree.

48
But set the truth and set the right aside,

For they with wrong or falshood will not fare

;

And put two wrongs together to be tride.

Or else two falses, of each equal 1 share
;

And then together doe them both compare.

For truth is one, and right is euer one.

So did he, and then plaine it did appeare,

\Miether of them the greater were attone.

But right sate in the middest of the beame
alone.

49
But he the right from thence did thrust away,

For it was not the right, \\ hich he did seeke

;

But rather stroue extremities to way,
Tli'one to diminish, th'other for to eeke:

For of the mcane he greatly did misleeke.

Whom when so lewdly minded Talus found,"

Approching nigh vnto him chccke by cheeke,

He shouldered him from ofT the higher ground.

And down the rock him throwing, in the sea

him dround.

Like as a ship, whom crucll tcmj^est driucs

Vpon a rocke with horrible dismay,

Her shattered ribs in thousand jneces riues,

And spoyling all her gearcs and goodly ray,

Docs make her selfe misfortunes piteous pray.

So df)wne the clilTe the wretchtd Ciyanl"

tumhlul ;

His bat t rid ballances in pccccs lay,

His timbered bones all broken r\idely nmiblctl,

So w;is the high asj)yring with huge mine
humbled.

51

That when the people, which had there al)Out

Long wayted, saw his siiddtii disolati(M),

Tlu-v gan to gather in tiunultuous rout.

And mutining, to stirre v]> ciuill fmlion,

For certaine losse of so great exjH'clation.

For Well tlu'V lioju'd to haue got great good,

And wondrous riclu-s by his innouation.

Tlirreforc rcsoluing to rrucngc his blrxxl,

I Thev ruse in arnRS,aiulallinl)altellor(K tstoo'l.
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Which lawlesse multitude him comming too

In warlike wise, when Artegall did vew,

He much w^as troubled, ne wist what to doo.

For loth he w^as his noble hands t'embrew
In the base blood of such a rascall crew

;

And otherwise, if that he should retire,

He fear'd least they with shame would him
pursew.

Therefore he Talus to them sent, t'inquire

The cause of their array, and truce for to desire.

. 53

.

But soone as they him nigh approching spide,

They gan with all their weapons him assay.

And rudely stroke at him on euery side

:

Yet nought they could him hurt, ne ought
dismay.

But when at them he with his flaile gan lay,

He like a swarme of flyes them ouerthrew
;

Ne any of them durst come in his way.
But here and there before his presence flew,

And hid themselues in holes and bushes from
his vew.

54
As when a Faulcon hath with nimble flight

Flowne at a flush of Ducks, foreby the brooke,

The trembling foule dismayd with dreadfull

sight

Of death, the which them almost ouertooke,

Doe hide themselues from her astonying looke.

Amongst the flags and couert round about.

When Talus saw they all the field forsooke

And none appear'd of all that raskall rout,

To Artegall he turn'd, and went with him
throughout.

Cant. III.

The spousals ojJaire Florimell,

•where turney many knights :

There Braggadochio is vncas^d

in all the Ladies sights.

I

After long stormes and tempests ouerblowne.

The sunne at length his ioyous face doth cleare:

So when as fortune all her spight hath showne,
SomeblisfuU houresatlastmustneedes appearc;

Else should afflicted wights oftimes despeire.

So comes it now to Florimell by tourne.

After long sorrowes suffered whyleare.

In which aiptiu'dshemanymonetlisdidmourne,
Totastof ioy,and towont pleasures to retourne.

Who being freed from Proteus cruell band
By Marinell, was vnto him affide,

And by him brought againe to Faerie land
;

WTiereheherspous'd,andmadehisioyousbride.

The time and place was blazed farre and wide
;

And solemne feasts and giusts ordain'd there-

fore.

To which there did resort from euery side

Of Lords and Ladies infinite great store
;

Ne any Knight was absent, that braue courage

bore.
3

To tell the glorie of the feast that day,

The goodly seruice, the deuicefull sights.

The bridegromes state, the brides most rich

aray.

The pride of Ladies, and the worth of knights,

The royall banquets, and the rare delights

Were worke fit for an Herauld, not for me :

But for so much as to my lot here lights.

That W'ith this present treatise doth agree,

Truevertuetoaduance,shallhere recounted bee.

,4
When all men had with full satietie

Of meates and drinkes their appetites suffiz'd,

To deedes of armes and proofe of cheualrie

Theygan themselues addresse,fullrichaguiz'd,

As each one had his furnitures deuiz'd.

And first of all issu'd Sir MarinelL,

And with him sixe knights more, wliich enter-

priz'd

To chalenge all in right of Florimell,

And to maintaine, that she all others did excell.

5
The first of them was hight Sir Onmont,
A noble Knight, and tride in hard assayes

:

The second had to name Sir Bellisont,

But second vnto none in prowesse prayse ;

The third was Brunell, famous in his dayes
;

The fourth Ecastor, of exceeding might

;

The fift Armeddan, skild in louely layes
;

The sixt was Lansach, a redoubted Knight

:

All sixe well scene in armes, and prou'd in many
a fight.

g

And them against came all that list to giust.

From euery coast and countrie vndcr sunne :

None was debard, but all had Icaue that lust.

The trompets sound ; then all together ronne.

Fullmanydeedesofarmes that day weredonne,
Andmany knights vnhorst ,andmanywounded,
As fortune fell

;
yet litle lost or wonne :

But all that day the greatest prayse redounded

To Marinell, whose name the Heralds loud

resounded.

I

i
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"he second day, so soone as morrow light

Appear'd in heauen, into the field they came,

And there all day continew'd cruell fight,

With diuers fortune fit for such a game,

In which all stroue with perill to winne fame.

Vet whether side was victor, note be ghest

:

But at the last the trompets did proclame

That Marimil that day deserued best.

they disparted wcre,and all men went torest.

8
he third day came, that should due tryall lend

Of all the rest, and then this warhke crew

Together met, of all to make an end.

There Marinell great deeds of armes did shew
;

And through the thickest like a Lyon flew,

Rashing off helmes,andryuiiig plates a sonder.

That euery one his daunger did eschew.

So terribly his dreadfull strokes did thonder,

"hat all men stood amaz'd,and at his mightdid
wonder.

9
tut what on earth can alwayes happie stand ?

The greater prowesse greater perils find.

So farre he past amongst his enemies band.
That they haue him enclosed so behind,

As by no meanes he can himselfe outwind.

And nowperforcc theyliaue him prisoner taken;

And now they doe with captiue bands him bind;

And now they lead him thence, of all forsaken,

nlcsse some succour had in time him ouertaken.

10

t fortun'd whylest they were thus ill beset.

Sir Artegall into the Tilt-yard came,
With Iir(r^f^aJocItio, whom he lately met
\'\<nu the way, with that his snowy Dame.
Where when he vnderstf)o<l bv (onimon fame,
Wliat cuill hap to Marimil i>eti(l,

He niudi w;ls inonM at so vnworthie sliamo.

And streight that boaster prayd, with whom
he ri<l,

'ocluuigchisshicldwithhim,tobethebetterhid.

II

' ' rth he went, and s(H)nc thnn ouer hent,
•f thev wi-re leading Marhull awav,

NMi'Mii he ass;ivl'l with drea<llcssf hardinieiit,

A'!'l forst the bnrdin of their prize to stav.

were an hundred knij.;hts of that arrav
;

iiith th'one halfe vpon himselfe <]id set,

1 he other stay<l iK-hind to gard tlic pray.
Hilt he ire long the former fiftic Ik-I

;

Lrul ium the other fiftic soone the i)risoncr

fct.

So backe he brought Sir Marinell againe
;

Whom hauing quickly arm'd againe anew.

They both together ioyned might and maine,

To set afresh on all the other crew.

Whom with sore hauockesoone they ouerthrew,

And chaced quite out of the field, that none
Against them durst his head to perill shew.

So were they left Lords of the field alone :

So Marinell by him \\as rescu'd from liis fone.

Which when he had perform'd , then backeagaine

To Braggadochio did his shield restore :

Who all this while behind him -did remaine.

Keeping there close with him in pretious store

That his false Ladie, as ye heard afore.

Then did the trompets sound, and fudges rose,

And all these knights, which that day armour
bore.

Came to the open hall, to listen whose
The honour of the prize should be adiudg'd b}

those.
14

And thether also came in open sight

Fayre Florimcll, into the common hall.

To greet his guerdon vnto euery knight,

And best to him, to whom the best should fall.

Then for that strangerknight they loud did call,

Towhom that day they should thegirlond yield.

Who came not forth, but for Sir Artegall

Came Braggadochio, and ditl shew his shield.

Which bore the Sumie brode blazed in a golden

field.
15

The sight whereof did all with gladncsse fill:

So vnto him they did addeeme the prise

OfallthatTryumph. Then thetrdmpetsshrill

Don Braggadochios name resounded thrise :

So courage lent a cloke to cowardise.

And then to him came fayrcst FlorintcU,

And goodly gan to greet his braue emprise.

And thousand thankes him veeld, that had so

well^

Approu'd that day, that she allothers did excel!.

16

To whom tlie boaster, that all knights did blot,

With proud distlaine did scornefull answere

make :

That what he di<l that dav. he did it not

For her. imt for his cmue deare Ladies sake,

\\ honi on his perill he did vndertake.

Hotii her anil eke all others to exeell

:

AtuI further did vnromely sim^.uIus cnike.

Much did his words the gentle Lndie (jucll.

And turn'd aside for sluuue to heare, what he

did tell.
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Then forth he brought his snowy Florimele,

Whom Trompart had in keeping there beside,

Couered from peoples gazement with a vele.

Whomwhendiscoueredtheyhad throughly eide,
With great amazement they were stupetide

;

And said, that surely Florimell it was,

Or if it were not Florimell so tride,

That Florimell her selfe she then did pas.

So feeble skill of perfect things the vulgar has.

i8

Which when as Marinell beheld likewise,

He was therewith exceedingly dismayd
;

Ne wist he what to thinke, or to deuise,

Butlikeas one,whom feends hadmade affrayd.

He long astonisht stood, ne ought he sayd,

Ne ought he did, but with fast fixed eies

He gazed still vpon that snowy mayd ;

Whom euer as he did the more auize.

The more to be true Florimell he did surmize.

As when two sunnes appeare in the azure skye,

Mounted in Phcebus charet faerie bright,

Bothdartingforthfairebeamestoeachmanseye,

And both adorn'd with lampes of flaming light,

All that behold so strange prodigious sight,

Notknowingnaturesworke ,norwhat toweene,

Are rapt with wonder, and with rare affright.

So stood Sir Marinell, when he had scene

The semblant of this false by his faire beauties

Oueene.^ 20

All which when Artegall, who all this while

Stoodinthepreasseclosecoueredjwelladuewed,

And saw that boasters pride and gracelesse

guile,

He could no longer beare, but forth issewed,

And vnto all himselfe there open shewed.

And to the boaster said ; Thou losell base.

That hast with borrowed plumes thy selfe

endewed.
And others worth with leasings doest deface,

When they are all restor'd, thou shalt rest in

disgrace.
*' 21

Thatshield,whichthou doest beare,was it indeed.

Which this dayes honour sau'd to Marinell
;

But not that arme, nor thou the man I reed,

Which didst that scruice vnto Florimell.

For proofe shew forth thy sword, and let it tell,

What strokes, what dreadfuU stoure it stird

this day

:

Or shew the wounds, wliich vnto thee befell

;

Or sliew the sweat, with which thou diddcst

sway
So sharpe a battell, that so many did dismay.

But this the sword, which wrought those cruell

stounds,

And this the arme, the which that shield did

beare, [wounds)

And these the signes, (so shewed forth his

By which that glorie gotten doth appeare.

As for this Ladie, which he sheweth here.

Is not (I wager) Florimell at all

;

But some fayre Franion, fit for such a fere.

That by misfortune in his hand did fall.

For proofe whereof, he bad them Florimell

forth call.
23

So forth the noble Ladie was ybrought,

Adorn'd with honor and all comely grace :

Whereto her bashfulIshamefastnesseywrought
A great increase in her faire blushing face ;

As roses did with lillies interlace.

For of those words, the which that boaster

threw,

She inly yet conceiued great disgrace.

Whom when as all the people such did vew,

They shouted loud, and signcs of gladnesse all

did shew.
24

Then did he set her by that snowy one

Like the true saint beside the image set.

Of both their beauties to make paragone,

And triall, whether should the honor get.

Streight way so soone as both together met,

Th'enchauntcd DamzcU vanisht into nought:

Her snowy substance melted as with heat,

Ne of that goodly hew rcmayned ought,

But th'emptie girdle, which about her wast was
wrought.6

25
As when the daughter of Thaumantes faire,

Hath in a watry cloud displayed wide

Her goodly bow, which paints the liquid ayre ;

That all men wonder at her colours pride ;

All suddenly, ere one can looke aside.

The glorious picture vanisheth away,
Ne any token doth thereof abide :

So did this Ladies goodly forme decay,

And into nothing goe, ere one could it bewray.

26

Wliich when as all that present were^ beheld,

They stricken were with great astonishment.

And their faint harts with senselesse horrour

queld,

To see the thing, tliat seem'd so exceHcnt,

So stolen from their fancies wonderment
;

That what of it became, none vndcrstood.

And Bra^oadodiio selfe with dreriment

So daunted was in his dcspeyring mood.
That like a lifclcsse corse immoueable he stood.

J
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27

Artegall that golden belt vptooke,

e which of all her spoyle was onely left

;

lich was not hers, as many it mistooke,

t Florimells owne girdle, from her reft,

lile she was flying, like a wear}' \reft,

om that foule monster, which did her compell
perils great ; which he vnbuckling eft,

esented to the fayrest Floriviell
;

round about her tender wast it fitted well.

28

1 many Ladies often had assayd,

lOut their middles that faire belt to knit

;

id many a one suppos'd to be a mayd :

t it to none of all their loynes would fit,

11 Florimell about her fastned it.

ch power it had, that to no womans wast
' any skill or labour it would sit,

ilesse that she were continent and chast,

it would lose or breake, that many had
disgrast.

**
29

ilcst thus they busitd were bout Florimell,

id boastfull Braggadochio to defame,
• Guyon as by fortune then befell,

irth from the thickest preasse of people came,
s owne good steed, which he had stolne, to

dame
;

id th'one hand seizing on his golden bit,

ilh th'other drew his sword : for with the

same
i mcnt the thicfe there deadly to haue smit

:

1 had he not bene held, he nought had fayld

of it.

Tcof great hurly burly moued was
iroughout the hall, for that same warlike

horse.

>r liraggadochio would not let him pas
;

id Guyon would him algalcs haue perforsc,
• it a[)proue vpon iiis carrion corse.

hirhtroiiblousstirrewlRn.-lr/^.^fl//[>(-rrciucd,

J nigh till in dnw to stay th'auengers forse,

id gan irifinire, how was that steed l)creaucd,

ictlu-r by might extort, or the by slight

dcceautd.
31

10 all that pitrous storic, wiiidi Ixfdl
tx)Ul that wofull roupI<-, \\hi( li wm- slaine,

nd tluir young bloodie balx- to him gan t( 11 ;

ith whoniwhihs hcfjid in the \\o(m| ninaini',

is horse f)urloynitl was by subtil! tniinc :

[)r whidi he rhaUtigrd tiie tljitfc to fight,

iithefornoiighlroulfjliiiiithcrctocoustraine.

Dr a«« the death he hat( «l sudi dcspight,

d rather had to 1o;m.-, thm trie in urnies his

Vt.

NSEK

Which Artegall well hearing, though no more
By law of armes there neede ones right to trie.

As was the wont of warlike knights of yore,

Then that his foe should him the field denie.

Yet further right by tokens to descrie.

He askt, what priuie tokens he did beare.

If that (said Guyon) may you satisfie,

Within his mouth a blacke spot doth appeare,

Shapt like a horses shoe, who list to seeke it

there.

33
Whereof to make due tryall, one did take

The horse in hand, within his mouth to looke :

But with his heelcs so sorely he him strake,

That all his ribs he quite in peeces broke,

That neuer word from that day forth he spoke.

Another that would seeme to haue more wit,

Him by the bright embrodered hcdstall tooke

:

But by the shoulder him so sore he bit.

That he him maymed quite, and all his shoulder

split.

Ne he his mouth would open vnto wight,

Vntill that Guyon selfe vnto him spake.

And called Brigadore (so was he hight)

Whose voice so soone as he did vndertake,

Eftsoones he stood as still as any stake.

And suflrtd all his secret marke to see :

And when as he him nam'd, for ioy he brake

His bands, and follow'd him with gladfull glee,

And friskt, and flong aloft, and loutcd low on

knee.

35
Thereby Sir Artegall did plaine arecd,

That vnto him the horse belong'd. and sayd ;

Lo there Sir Guyon, take to you the steed.

As he with golden saddle is arayd ;

And let that losdl, plainely now displavd,

Hence fare on foot, till he an horse haue

gayned.

l^ut the proutl boaster gan his dcxmie vpbravd.

And iiim reuil'd, luid ratid, and dij-dayncd,

That iudgcmtnt so vniust against hiin had
ordayncd.

Much was tlie knight iucenst witlihislewd word.

To haue reucngcd that his villt nv ;

.And thrise did lav his hand vpon his sword.

To haue him slaine, or dcardy dotn aby.

But Guyon did his rholcr parifv.

Saying, Sir knight, it \\ouId dishoiunir bee

To you, tlinl are our iudgc of eijuitv.

To wnake your wrath on such a rarlr a^ lue :

It's punishnRiil enough, that all hib ^luunc doc-

see.

I.
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.37
So did he mitigate Sir Artegall,

But Talus by the backe the boaster hent,

And drawing him out of the open hall,

Vpon him did inflict this punishment.

First he his beard did shaue, and fovvly shent

:

Then from him reft his shield, and it renuerst,

And blotted out his amies with falshood blent,

And himselfe baffuld, and his armes vnherst,

And broke his sword in twaine, and all his

armour sperst.

38
The whiles his guilefull groome was fled away

:

But vaine it was to thinke from him to flie.

Who ouertaking him did disaray.

And all his face deform'd with infamie,

And out of court him scourged openly.

So ought all faytours, that true knighthood

shame,
And armes dishonour with base villanie.

From all braueknightsbebanisht with defame:

For oft their lewdnes blotteth good deserts

with blame.

39
Now when these counterfeits were thus vncased
Out of the foreside of their forgerie.

And in the sight of all men cleane disgraced.

All gan to iest and gibe full merilie

At the remembrance of their knauerie.

Ladies can laugh at Ladies, Knightsat Knights,
To thinke with how great vaunt of brauerie

He them abused, through his subtill slights.

And what a glorious shew he made in all their

sights.

40
There leaue we them in pleasure and repast,

Spending theirioyousdayesandgladfullnights,
And taking vsurie of time forepast.

With all deare delices and rare delights.

Fit for such Ladies and such louely knights

:

And turne we here to this faire furrowes end
Our wearie yokes, to gather fresher sprights.

That when as time to Artegall shall tend.

We on his first aduenture may him forward send.

Cant. nil.

Artegall dealeth right betwixt

two brethren that doe siriue,

Sanes Terpine from the gallow tree,

and doth from death repriue.

I

Who so vpon him selfe will take the skill

True Justice vnto people to diuide.

Had neede haue mightie hands, for to fulfill

That, which he doth with righteous doom
decide,

And for to maister wrong and puissant pride
For vaine it is to deeme of things aright.

And makes wrong doers iustice to deride,

Vnlesse it be perform'd with dreadlesse migh'
Forpowre is tlie righthand ofJustice truelyhighi

2

Therefore whylome to knights of great empri

The charge of Justice giuen was in trust.

That they might execute her iudgements wist

And with theirmightbeatdownelicentiouslust

Wliich proudly did impugne her sentence iust

Whereof no brauer president this day
Remaines on earth, preseru'd from yron rust

Of rude obliuion, and long times decay.

Then this oi Artegall, which here we haue to say

3
Who hauing lately left that louely payre,

Enlincked fast in wedlockes loyall bond,

Bold Marinell with Florimell the fayre,
|

With whom great feastand goodly glee hefond

Departed from the Castle of the strond.

To follow his aduentures first intent,

Which long agoe he taken had in hond :

Ne wight with him for his assistance went,
;

But that great yron groome, his gard anc

gouernment.
4

With whom as he did passe by the sea shore,

He chaunst to come, whereas two comcI\

Squires,

Both brethren,whom onewombe togetherbore

But stirred vp with different desires.

Together stroue, and kindled wrathfull fires:

And them beside two seemely damzels stood,

By all meancs seeking to asswage their ires.

Now with faire words ; but wordsdid littlegood,

Now with shar[)e threats ; but threats the more

incrcast their mood.
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id tliere before them stood a Cofler strong,

ast bound on euery side with iron bands,

tut seeming to haue sufired mickle wrong,

lither by being wreckt vppon the sands,

If being carried farre from forraine lands,

eem'd that for it these Squires at ods did fall,

jid bent against them selues theircruell hands,

lut euermore, those Damzels did forestall

leir furious encounter, and tlieir fiercenesse

palL

6

It firmely fixt they were, with dint of sword,

nd battailes doubtfull proofe their rights

to try,

e other end their fury would afford,

lut what to them Fortune would iustify.

stood they both in readinesse thereby,

o ioyne the combate with cruell intent

;

/hen Artegall arriuing happily,

id stay a while their greedy bickermcnt,

,1 he had questioned the cause of their dissent.

whom the elder did this aunswere frame
;

hen wecte ye Sir, that we two brethren be,

o whom our sire, Milesio by name,
id equally bequeath his lands in fee,

wo Hands, which ye there before you see

ot farre in sea ; of which the one ap[)earcs

ut like a little Mount of small degree
;

et was as great and w ide ere many ycares,

that same other Isle, tliat greater brcdth now
bcures.

8

t tract of time, that all things doth decay,

nd this dcuouririg Sea, that naughtdothsparc,
he most part of my land hath washt away,
nd throwne it vp vnto my brothers share :

I, but mine dicl einpaire.

ue I l(»u'<l, as w;ls niv lot,

h.il furlljcr iiiayd, hi^ht Philtrra the faire,

'IMi whomagfxxlly doure I should haue got,

lid luiuc ioyntd bene to her in wedlocks

en did my younper brother Atnidas
'»uc tliut s;unc ollur l).iin/.<.ll, Lucy bright,

M whc»m but little d(mre allotted was ;

cr vcrlue was the ilowrc, that did delij;ht.

an to a dame Ik; hij'ht ?

nt saw my hnids decay,
Ixj faylc, she led tnc 'piij^'ht,

tier iii<l ell()|>e stni^ht way :

her from mc, his ownc louc left

She seeing then her selfe forsaken so.

Through dolorous despaire, which she con-

ceyued,

Into the Sea her selfe did headlong throw,
Thinking to haue her griefe by death bereaued.

But see how much her purpose was deceaued.
Whilest thus amidst the billowes beating of her

Twixtlifeanddeath,longtoandfrosheweaued,
She chaunst vnwares to light vppon this cofler,

Which to her in that daunger hope of life did

offer.

II

The wretched mayd that earst desir'd to die.

When as the paine of death she tasted had,
And but halfe scene his vgly visnomie,

Gan to repent, that she had becne so mad.
For any death tochaunge life though most bad

:

And catching hold of this Sea-beaten chest.

The lucky Pylot of her passage sad.

After long tossing in the seas distrest,

Her weary barke at last vppon mine Isle did rest;

12

Where I bychaunce then wandringon the shore,

Did her espy, and through my good endeuour
From dreadful! mouth of death, which threa-

tncd sore

Her tohaueswallow'dvp.didhelpetosaueher.
She then in recompence of that great fauour.

Which I on her bestowed, bcstowtd on me
The portion of that good, which Fortune gaue

her.

Together with her selfe in dowry free
;

Bothgoodly portions,but of both the better ^he.

Yet in this coffer, which she w ith her brought,
Great thriiusuresit hence wedidfiiide contained;
Which as our owne we tooke. and so it thought.
But this same other Danizell since hath faincd.

That to her selfe that thriasure appertained
;

And that she did transjiort the same by sea.

To bring it to her husband new otdaintd,

But sulired cruell shipwracke by the way.
But whether it be so or nn, I can not say.

14

But whether it indcede l)c so or no.

This doc I s;iy, that what so ^^(u>ii or ill

Or Gcxl or I'ortinie vnto me ilid throw.
Not wron^jing any other by m\' will,

I lioM mine owne, and so will hold it still.

And thoui^h my land he lirNl (Md winne awav.
And then my loiu- (tlu)u^^h now it little skill,)

Vet my go«Kl hui,f he shall n«)t likewise pniy ;

But I will it defend, whilst tuer that I ni;iv.
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So hauing saya, tne younger did ensew
;

Full true it is, what so about our land

My brother here declared hath to you :

But not for it this ods twixt vs doth stand,

But for this threasurethrownevpponhisstrand;
Wliich well I proue, as shall appeare by triall,

To be this maides, with whom I fastned hand,
KnovMi by good markes, and perfect good

espiall,

Therefore it ought be rendred her without

deniall.

16

When they thus ended had, the Knight began ;

Certes your strife were easie to accord,

Would ye remit it to some righteous man.
Vnto your selfe, said they, we giue our word,
To bide what iudgement ye shall vs afford.

Then for assuraunce to my doome to stand,

Vndcr my foote let each lay downe his sword,

And then you shall my sentence vnderstand.

So each of them layd dowTie his sword out of his

hand.

17

Then Artegall thus to the younger sayd ;

Now tell me Amidas, if that ye may,
Your brothers land the which the sea hath layd

Vnto your part, and pluckt from his away.
By what good right doe you withhold this day?
What otherright(quothhe)should you esteeme,

But that the sea it to my share did lay ?

Your right is good (sayd he) and so I deeme,
That what the sea vnto you sent, your own

should seeme.

18

Then turning to the elder thus he sayd
;

Now Bracidas let this likewise be showne.

Your brothers threasure, which from him is

strayd,

Being the dowry of his wife well knowne,
By what right doe you claime to be your owne ?

What otherright(quothhe)shouldyou esteeme.
But that the sea hath it vnto me throwne ?

Your right is good (sayd he) and so I deeme.
That what the sea vnto you sent, your own

should seeme.

For equall right in equall things doth stand,

For what the mighty Sea hath once possest,

And plucked quite from all possessors hand.
Whether by rage of waucs, that neuer rest,

Or else by wracke,that wretches hath distrest.

He may dispose by his impcriall might.
As thing at randon left, to whom he list.

So Amidas, the land was yours first hight,

.'Vnd so the threasure yours is Bracidas by right.

When he his sentence thus pronounced had,

Both Amidas and Phillra were displeased :

But Bracidas and Lucy were right glad,

And on the threasureby thatiudgementsease«

So was their discord by this doome appeased

And each one had his right. Then Artegall

When as their sharpe contention he had ceasei

Departed on his way, as did befall,

To follow his old quest, the m hich him forth di

call.

21

So as he trauellcd vppon the way,

He chaunst to come, where happily he spidt

A rout of many people farre away
;

To whom his course he hastily applide,

To weete the cause of their assemblaunce wid

To whom when he approched ncare in sight,

(.\n vncouth sight) he plainely then descridi

To be a troupe of women warlike dight.

With weapons in their hands, as ready for t

fight.

22

And in the midst of them he saw a Knight,
j

Withbothhishandsbehindehimpinnocd han

'

And round about his necke an halter tight,

As ready for the gallow tree prepard :

His face was couered, and his head was bar'(

That who he was, vneath was to descry
;

And with full heauy heart with them he far'c

Gricu'd to the soulc, and groning inwardly,

That he of womens hands so base a death shouL

dy.

But they like tyrants, mcrciksse the more,

Reioyced at his miserable case.

And him reuiled, and reprochcd sore

With bitter taunts, and termcs of vile disgrao

Now when as Artegall arriu'd in place.

Did aske, what cause brought that man l

decay,

They round about him gan to swarme apace. 1

Meaning on him their cruell hands to lay,
|

And to haue wrought vnwares some villanou I

assay.

24
But he was soone aware of their ill minde.

And drawing backe deceiued their intent

;

Yet thoughhimsclfedidshameon womankinu
His mighty hand to shend, he Talus sent

To wrccke on them their follies hardyment

:

Wlio with few sowccs of his yron flale.

Dispersed all their troupe incontinent,

Anel sent them home to tell a piteous tale.

Of their vaine prowesse, turned to their propi

bale.
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t that same wretched man, ordaynd to die,

ley left behind them, glad to be so quit

:

im Talus tooke out of jDerplexitie,

id horrour of fowle death for Knight vnfit,

ho more then losse of life ydreaded it

;

id him restoring vnto liuing light,

I brought vnto his Lord, where he did sit,

:holding all that womanish weake fight

;

lom soone as he beheld, he knew, and thus

behight.
2^

Terpine, haplesse man, what make you here?

haueyou lost your selfe,and your discretion,

lat euer in this wretched case ye were ?

haue ye yeelded you to proude oppression

womens powre, that boast of mens subiec-

else what other deadly dismal 1 day [tion ?

falne on you, by heauens hard direction,

lat ye were runne so fondly far astray,

:or to lead your selfe vnto your owne decay ?

ch was the man confounded in his mind,
rlly with shame, and partly with dismay,

lat all astonisht he him selfe did find,

id little had for his excuse to say,

It onely thus ; Most haplesse well ye may
;iustlyterme,thattothisshameambrouglit,
id made the scorne of Kniglithod thb saane

day.

It who can scape, what his owne fate hath
wrought ?

workeof heauens will surpasseth humaine
thought.

^g

hf true : but faulty men vse oftentimes"^
ibute their folly vnto fate, I

on hcauentlicguilt of their owne Crimea.

t tell. Sir Terpm, nc let you amute
lur misery, how fell ye in this stale.

en sith ye needs (quoth he) will know my
^luirnc,

d all the ill, which cliaunst to me of late,

1 V will to you rehearse the same,

ye will not lurne misfortune to my

2Q
' MS (\i% all Knights arc woont)

!:i<lucntures(iicdiS()farmcstotry,

line and honour for to hunt,
rf tli.if f:,rrc abr.Klcdid iiy,

•I <lid late dcfv

.tliat hold of Maidenhead,
<i vnto ttiim wrought all the villuny.
If ^ltr cfmid forge irt her nialit ions head,

inc liuth put to •thunic, and n»in»y done

30
The cause, they say, of this her cruell hate,

Is for the sake of Bellodant the bold.

To whom she bore most feruent loue of late,

And wooed him by all the waics she could :

But when she saw at last, that he ne would
For ought or nought be wonne vnto her will,

She turn'd her loue to hatred manifold.

And for his sake vow'd to doe all the ill

Which she could doe to Knights, which now she

doth fulfill.

Forall those Knights, the \\ hich by force or guile-

She doth subdue, she fowly doth entreate.

First she doth them of warlike armes despoile,

And cloth in womens weedes : And then with
threat

Doth them compell to worke, to earne their

meat.

To spin, to card, to sew, to wash, to wring ;

Ne doth she giue them other thing to eat.

But bread and water, or like feeble thing.

Them to disable -from reuenge aduenturing.

But if through stout disdaine of manly mind,
Any her proud obseruaunce will withstand,
Vppon that gibbet, which is there behind.
She causeth them be hang'd vp out of hand ;

In which condition I right now did stand.

For being ouercome by her in tight,

And put to that base seruice of her band,
I rather chose to die in Hues despight,

Then lead that shameful! life, vnworthy of

a Knight.

How hight that Aniazt)n (sayd Arte^all) ?

And where, and how far hence does she abide ?

Iler name (ijuoth lie) they Radigund doe call,

A Princesse of great powre, and greater pride,

And Queene of Amazons, in arnics will tride,

And sundry battels, which she hath atrhieued
With great successe, that her hath gloritidc,

.\tul niadf her famous, more then is bdiiued ;

Ne would I it haue wiin'd, had I not late it

prieuetl.

Now sure (said he) nnd by the faith that I

To Maydenluad and iiobli- knightluuxl owe,
I will not nst, till I lur might diK' trie,

.\ii(l venge the shame, that she to Knightsdoth
show.

Therefore Sir TrrNn from you light Iv throw
This squalid witdc, the |»jitttrne of disnaire.

-And wend with me, that ye may sec and know.
How l^jrttine will viuir ruin'd name rcpuirc,

And knii^TiTx-t»f .Maidmhead, whose praise !>hc

would enipairi-.
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35
With that, like one that hopelesse was repryu'd

From deathcs dore, at which he lately lay,

Those yron fetters, wherewith he was g>'u'd,

The badges of reproch, he threw away.
And nimbly did him dight to guide the way
Vnto the dwelling of that Amazone.
Which was from thencenot pastamileortway

:

A goodly citty and a mighty one.

The which of her ownename she called Radegojie.

36
Where they arriuing, by the watchmen were
Descried streight, who all the citty warned,

How that three warlike persons did appeare,

Of which the onehim seem'd a Knightall armed,
And th'other two well likely to haue harmed.
Eftsoones the people all to harnesse ran.

And like a sort of Bees in clusters swarmed :

Ere long their Queene her selfe, halfe like a

man
Came forth into the rout, and them t'array

began.
37

.

And now the Knights being arriued neare,

Did beat vppon the gates to enter in.

And at the Porter, skorning them so few,

Threwmany threats,if they the towne did win,

To teare his flesh in peeces for his sin.

Which whcnasi?a(/zgwn£?therecomming heard,

Her heart for rage did grate,and teeth did grin:

She bad that streight the gates should be
vnbard.

And to them way to make, with weapons well

prepard.
^g

Soone as the gates were open to them set.

They pressed forward, entraunce to hauemade.
But in the middle way they were ymet
With a sharpe showre of arrowes, which them

staid.

And better bad aduise, ere they assaid

Vnknowen perill of bold womens pride.

Then all that rout vppon them rudely laid.

And heaped strokes so fast on euery side,

And arrowes haild so thicke, that they could

not abide.
39

But Radigimd her selfe, when she espide

Sir Terpin, from her dircfull doome acquit,

So cruell doale amongst her maidcs diuide,

T'auenge that shame, they did on him commit,
All sodainely cnflam'd with furious fit,

Like a fell Lioncsse at him she flew,

And on his hcad-peece him so fiercely smit.

That to the ground him quite she ouerthrcw,

Dismayd so with the stroke, that he no colours

knew.

40
Soone as she saw him on the ground to grouell,

She lightly to him leapt, and in his necke
Her proud foote setting, at his head did leuell,

Weening at once her wrath on him to wreake,

And his contempt, that did her iudg'ment
breake.

As when a Beare hath seiz'd her cruell clawes

Vppon the carkasse of some beast too weake,

Proudly stands ouer, and a while doth i>ause,

Toheare the piteous beast pleading her plaintifle

cause.
41

Wliom when as Artegall in that distresse

By chaunce beheld,he left the bloudy slaughter,

In which he swam, and ranne to his rcdresse.

There herassayling fiercely fresh, he raught her

Such an huge stroke, that it of sence distraught

And had she not it warded warily, [her

:

It had depriu'd her mother of a daughter.

Nathlesse for all the powre she did apply.

It made her stagger oft, and stare with ghastly

Like to an Eagle in his kingly pride,

Soring through his wide Empire of the aire,

To weather his brode sailes, by chaunce hath

spide

A Goshauke, which hath seized for her share

Vpponsomefowle,that should herfeast prepare;
With dreadfull force he flies at her byliue,

That with his souce, which none cnduren dare.

Her from the quarrey he away doth driue,

And from her griping pounce the greedy prey

doth riue.
43

But soone as she her sence recouer'd had,

She fiercely towards him her selfe gan dight,

Through vengeful wrath and sdeignfull pride

half mad :

For neuer had she suffred such despight.

But ere she could ioyne hand with him to fight

.

Her warlike maides about her flockt so fast,

That they disparted them,maugre their might,

And with their troupes did far a sunder cast

:

But mongst the rest the fight did vntill cuening

last.

44.
And euery while that mighty yron man,
With his strange weapon, neuer wont in warre.

Them sorely vcxt, and courst, and oucrran.

And broke their bowes, and did their shooting

marre,

That none of all the many once did darre

Him to assault, nor once ai:)proach him nie,

But like a sort of sheepe dispersed farre

For dread of their dcuouring cncmie, [flie.

Through all the fields and vallies did before him

A
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.
-^5

. .

t when as daies faire shinie-beame, yclowded
'ith fearefull shadowes of deformed night,

^arn'd manand beast in quiet rest be shrowdtd,

old Radigund with sound of trumpe on hight,

ausd all her people to surcease from fight,

nd gathering them vnto her citties gate,

ade them all enter in before her sight,

nd all the wounded, and the weake in state,

be conuayed in, ere she would once retrate.

46
len thus the field was voided all away,
nd all things quieted, the Elhn Knight
'eary of toile and trauell of that day,

iusd his pauilion to be richly i)ight

efore the city gate, in open sight

;

liere he him selfe did rest in safety,

agether with sir Terpin all that night

:

ut Talus vsde in times of ieoi)ardy

kecpeanightly watch, fordrcadof treachery.

47
t Radtgutid full of heart-gnawing gricfc,

jr the rebuke, which she sustain'd that day,

)uld take no rest, ne would receiue rcliefe,

ut tf)ssed in her troublous mindc, what way
le mote rcuenge that blot, which on her

lay.

icre she resolu'd her selfe in single fight

3 try her Fortune, and his force assay,

athcr then sec her neople spoiled quight,

she had scene that day a disauenterous sight.

48
; called forth to her a trusty mavd,
liom she thougiit fittest for that busincssc,

cr name was CLirin, and thus to her sayd
;

DC (larnzell (niickly, doe thv siHc addressc,
' the nu-ssiige, which I siuill expressc.

iiu vnto that stranger Fat ry Knight,
)»•> yesterday drone vs to such (listressc,

lII, tliat to morrow I with him wil light,

d try in cquall field, whether hath greater
niig)it.

t thc«c conditions doc to him prnpoimd.
lull if I vanquishc liim. lie shall <il>av

'.
, and tuer to my lore Ik- IkiuikI,

' will I, if n\v he vaiHjuish niav ;

• he shall like to (Ick- or sav :

'.and take with thee, to wit ncvse it,

fc||(»w(s o| the Inst arrav,

^^i^ll you l>oth wine and iuncates fit,

d bid him eate, henceforth he oft shall
hungry hit.

The Damzell streight obayd, and putting all

In readinesse, forth to the Towne-gate went.

Where sounding loud a Trumpet from the wall,

Vnto those warlike Knights she warning sent.

Then Talus forth issuing from the tent,

Vnto the wall his way did feareksse take,

Toweetenwhat that trumpets sounding ment:
Where that same Damzell lowdly him bespake,

And shew'd, that with his Lord she would
emparlaunce make.

51
So he them streight conducted to his Lord,
Who, as he could, them goodly well did greetc.

Till they had told their message word by word:
Which he accepting well, as he could weete.

Them faircly entertaynd with curt'sies meetc,
Andgauethemgifts and thingsof dearedelight.

So backe againe they homeward turnd their

fcete.

But Artegall him selfe to rest did dight.

That he mote fresher be against the next daies

figlit.

Cant. V

Arlegall fights iiith Radigund

And is subdrud by guile :

He is by her eviprisoncd,

But icrought by Clarins -u-ile.

cococococ'Xioc'X.'X':c'*C':*coC'?C'*co

I

So soone as day forth dawning from the Fast,

Nights humid curtaine frcm the liiauins \\i\\\'

drew,

And earelv calling forth l)oth man antl Inast,

Comaundfd them their daily workes renew,

These noble warriors, mindefull to purstw

The last daiis purpose of ihiir vowed fight,

TIkiu Sfhus tlurelo prepariie in or<ler dew ;

The Kni^'ht.as Ust was seeming for a Knight,

And ih'Anuizonjasbest it likt her sclfc to (light.

3

All in a Camis light of purple silkc

Wouen \ppon with siluer, subtly wrought,

.And (|uilted vppon sattin white as inilke.

Tr.ivKd with rililiamls tli\urvl\- distraught

Like as theworkcinaiiliadtluirioursestaiight

;

Which was short tucked for light motion

Vp to her ham, but when she list, it ratight

Downc to her lowest hcclc. and thereup|>on

.She wore for her di fence a mayUd haUrgeon.
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And on her legs she painted buskins wore,

Basted with bends of gold on euery side,

And mailes betweene^ and laced close afore

Vppon her thigh her Cemitare was tide,

With an embrodered belt of mickell pride
;

And on her shoulder hung her shield, bcdeckt

\'ppon the bosse with stones, that shined wide.

As the faire Moone in her most full aspect.

That to the Moone it mote be like in each respect.

4
So forth she came out of the citty gate.

With stately port and proud magnificence.

Guarded with many damzels, that did waite

Vppon her person for her sure defence.

Playing on shaumes and trumpets, that from

hence

Their sound did reach \Tito the heauens hight.

So forth into the field she marched thence.

Where was a rich Pauilion ready pight,

Her to receiue, till time they should begin the

fight.
5

Then forth came Artegall out of his tent,

All arm'd to point, and first the Listsdid enter:

Soone after eke came she, with fell intent.

And countenaunce fierce, as hauing fully bent

her.

That battels vtmost triall to aduenter.

Tiie Lists were closed fast, to barre the rout

From rudely pressing to the middle center
;

Which in great heapes them circled all about,

A'ayting,how Fortune would resolue thatdaun-

gerous dout.
^

The Trumpets sounded, and the field began
;

With bitter strokes it both began, and ended.

She at the first encounter on him ran

With furious rage, as if she had intended

Out of his breast the very heart haue rended :

But he that had like tempests often tride.

From that first flaw him selfe right well

defended.

The more she rag'd, the more he did abide
;

She hewd, she foynd, she lasht, she laid on euery

side.
7

Yet still her blowes he bore, and her forbore.

Weening at last to win aduantage new
;

'^eX. still her crueltie increased more,

And thoughpowrefaildjher cou raged id accrew.

Which fayling he gan fiercely her pursew.

Like as a Smith that to his cunning feat

The stubborne mettall seeketh to subdew,
Some as lie feeles it mollifide with heat.

With his great yron sledge doth strongly on it

beat.

So did Sir Artegall vpon her lay,

As if she had an yron anduile beene,

That flakes of fire, bright as the sunny ray,

Out of her steely armes were flashing seene,

That all on fire ye would her surely wecne.

But with her shield so wel 1 her selfe she warded,

From the dread daunger of his weapon keene,

That all that while her life she safely garded

:

But he that helpe from her against her will dis-

carded.

9
For with his trenchant blade at the next blow
ffalfe of

j
ipr ';hiplrl he shared quite away.

That halfe her side it selfe did naked show.

And thenceforth vnto daunger opened way.

Much was she moued with the mightie sway
Of that sad stroke, that halfe enrag'd she grew,

And like a greedie Beare vntb her pray.

With her sharpe Cemitare at him she flew,

Thatglauncingdowne his thigh, thepurplebloud

forth drew.
|

10 '

Thereat she gan to triumph with great boast.

And to vpbrayd that cliaunce, which him
misfell,

As if the prize she gotten had almost,

With spightfull speaches, fitting with her well

;

That his great hart gan inwardly to swell

With indignation, at her vauntiiig vaine,

Andat her strookewithpuissancefearefull fell;

Yet with her shield she warded it againe.

That shattered all to peeces round about the

plaine.

II

Hauing her thus disarmed of her shield,

Vpon her helmet he againe her strooke,

That downe she fell vpon the grassie field,

In sencelesse swoune, as if her life forsooke,

And pangs of death her spirit ouertooke.

Whom when he saw before his foote prostrated,

He to her lept with deadly dreadfull looke,

And her sunshynie helmet soone vnlaced,

Thinking at once both head and helmet to haue

raced.

12

But when as he discouered had her face,

He saw his senses straunge astonishment,

A miracle of natures goodly grace, •

»

In her faire visage voide of ornament, tf^

'

But bath'd in hloud and sweat together ment

;

Which in the rudcnesse of that euill plight,

Bewrayd the signes of feature excellent

:

Like as the Moone in foggie winters night.

Doth sccme to be her selfe, though darkncd

her light.
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^3

sight thereof his cruell minded hart

Tipierced was with pittifuli regard,

lat hissharpe sword he threw from him apart,

irsing his hand that had that visage nfiard :

3 hand so cruell, nor no hart so hard,

jt ruth of beautie will it mollifie.

/ thisv|>starting from her swoune,she star'd

while about her with confused eye ;

;e one that from his dreame is waked sud-

den lye.

>ne as the knight she there by her did spy,

anding with emptie hands all weaponlcsse,

ith fresh assault vpon him she did fly,

id gan renew her former cruelnesse :

id though he still retyr'd, yet nathelesse

ith huge redoubled strokes she on him layd
;

id more incrcast her outrage mercilcsse,

le m.ore that he with meeke intreatie prayd,

r wrathful hand from greedy vengeance to

haue stayd.

15

;e as a Puttocke hauing spyde in sight

gentle P'aulcon sitting on an hill,

hoseothcrwing,now made vnmeetc for flight,

as Litcly broken by some fortune ill

;

le foolish Kyte, led wiih licentious will,

oth beat vpon the gentle bird in vaine,

ith m;uiy idle stoups her troubling still

:

Lien so did Radi^und with boolksse paine

noy this noble Knight, and sorely him con-

strainc.

16

ught could he do, but shun the dred dcspight

f her fierce wrath, and backward still ret y re,

iid with his single shield, well as he might,
' 'ff the burden of her raging yre ;

<r!iiorc he gently did (Jcsyre,

troks.nrul he hinistlfcwoulcl yield:

he hcarke, ne let him once respyre,

lil he to her deliuered had his shit Id,

d to her mercie him submitted in plaine field.

17

wxs l>e oucrcome, not oucrcomc,
'

!' d of his owiic arcf»rd
;

: iv damned by the dooine
<>\,viic' iiiouth, that spake so warelessc

'1.

r) Ik- hc-r thrall, and s<Tuirc her afford.

i»r thou|;li that In- hrsi vi< torie obtaynid,
ct after bv ul»;unl«)riitig his sword,
c wiKull l<»st, thai he Inforr attavncH.

I (ayrrr nnuiuciit, then that with g<KKlwill is

(^yncd.

L

iS

Tho with her sword on him she flatling strooke,

In signe of true subiection to her powre,
And as her vassall him to thraldome tooke.

But Terpine borne to'a more vnhappy howre,
As he, on whom the lucklesse starres did lowre,

She causd to be attacht, and forthwith led

Vnto the crooke t'abide the baleful 1 stowre,

From which he lately had through reskew fled:

Where he full shamefully was hanged by the bed.

19

But when they thought on Talus hands to lay,

lie with his yron flaileamongst them thondred,

That they were fayne to let him scape away,
Glad from his companie to be so sondred

;

Whose presence all their troups so much en-

combrcd
That th'heapes of those, which he did wound
and slay, [bred

:

Besides the rest dismayd, might not be nom-
Yet all that while he would not once assay.

To reskew his owne Lord, but thought it iust

t'obav.
20

Then tooke the Amazon this noble knight,

Left to her will by his owne willull blame,
And caused him to be disarmed quight,

Of all the ornaments of knightly name,
\\'ith which whylomehegottenhadgrcat fame:
In stead whereof she made him to be dight

In womans weedes, that is to manhood shame,
And put before his lap a napron white.

In stead of Curiets and bases fit for fight.

21

So being clad, she brought him from the Hi Id,

In which he had bene trayned many a day.
Into a long large chamber, which w;is sield

With moninients of many knights decay,

15y her sulKJewed in victorious frav :

Amongst thewhii h shecausd hiswarlikc armcs
l'.eliangMonhigli,that mote lii^ shame bewray;
And broke hissword. for feare of furt her harmes.
With whith he wont to stirre vp battailous

aLirmes.
22

There entre<l in, he round alM)ut him saw
.Manybraucknights,whoscnamcs right well he
knew,

There lM)und t'okav that ;\ma7ons proud law,

Spinning and (-.inling all in comely rew,

That his bigge hart loth'd so vncoinelv vew.
Hut they wereforsl through |H-nurieand pyne,
To doc those workes, to them ap|>ointed «lets :

Tor nought was giuen them to sup or d\ne.
Hut what their hands couUl earne by twist inj»

linnen twyne.

3
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23

Amongst them all she placed him most low,

And in his hand a distaffe to him gaue,

That he thereon should spin both flax and tow

;

A sordid office for a mind so braue.

So hard it is to be a womans slaue.

Yet he it tooke in his owne selfes despight,

And thereto did himselfe right well behaue,

Her to obay, sith he his faith had plight,

Her vassall to become, if she him wonne in fight.

.24
Who had him seene, imagine mote thereby,

That whylome hath of Hercules bene told,

How for lolas sake he did apply
His mightie hands, the distaffe vile to hold.

For his huge club, which had subdew'd of old

So many monsters, which the world annoyed
;

His Lyons skin chaungd to a pall of gold.

In which forgetting warres, he onely ioyed

In combats of sweet loue, and with his mistresse

toyed.

25
Such is the crueltie of womenkynd.
When they haueshaken off theshamefastband

,

With which wise Nature did them strongly

bynd,
T'obay the heasts of mans well ruling hand,
That then all rule and reason they withstand.

To purchase a licentious libertie.

But vertuous women wisely vnderstand,

That they were borne to base humilitie,

Vnlesse the heauens them lift to lawfull souer-

aintie.

26

Thus there long while continu'd AriegaJl,

Seruing proud Radigund with true subiection
;

How euer it his noble heart did gall,

T'obay a womans tyrannous direction.

That might haue had of life or death election

:

But hauing chosen, now he might not chaunge.
During which time, the warlike Amazon,
Whose wandring fancie after lust did raunge,

Gan cast a secret liking to this captiue straunge.

27
Which long concealing in her couert brest,

She chaw'd the cud of louers carefull plight

;

Yet could it not so thoroughly digest,

Being fast fixed in her wounded s[)right,

But it tormented her both day and night

:

Yet would she not thereto yeeld free accord.

To scrue the lowly vassall of her might.
And of her seruant make her souerayne Lord :

So great her pride, that she such basenessemuch
abhord.

So much the greater still her anguish grew.

Through stubborne handling of her loue-sicke

hart

;

And still the more she stroue it to subdew.

The more she still augmented her owne smart,

And wyder made the wound of th'hidden dart.

At last when long she struggled had in vaine,

She gan to stoupe, and her proud mind conuert

To meeke obeysance of loues mightie raine.

And him entreat for grace, that had procur'd

her paine.^
29

Vnto her selfe in secret she did call

HernearesthandmaydjWhomshemostdid trust,

And to her said ; Clarinda whom of all

I trust a liue, sith I thee fostred first

;

Now is the time, that I vntimely must
Thereof make tryall, in my greatest need :

It is so hapned, that the heauens vniust,

Spighting my happie freedome, haue agreed,

To thrallmy looser life, or my last bale to breed.

30
With that she turn'd her head, as halfe abashed,

To hide the blush which in her visage rose,

And through her eyes like sudden hghtning

flashed,

Decking her cheeke with a vermilion rose :

But soone she did her countenance compose,
And to her turning, thus began againe

;

Thisgriefesdeepewoundlwouldtotheedisclose,

Theretocompelledthroughhart-murdringpaine,

But dread of shame my doubtfull lips doth still

restraine.

Ahmy deare dread (said then the faithfulIMayd)

Can dread ol ought your dreadlesse hart with-

hold.

That many hath with dread of death dismayd,
And dare eucn deathes most dreadfull face

behold ?

Say on my souerayne Ladie, and be bold ;

Doth not your handmayds life at your foot lie?

Therewith much comforted, she gan vnfold

The cause of her conceiued maladie.

As one that would confesse, yet faine would it

dcnie.

Clarin (sayd she) thou seest yondFayry Knight,
Whom not my valour,buthisownebrauemind
Subiected hath to my vncquall might

;

What right is it, that he should thraldome find,

For lending life to me a wretch vnkind
;

That for such good him recompcnce with ill ?

Therefore I cast, how I may him vnbind,

And by his freedome get his free goodwill

;

Yet so, as hound to me. he may continue still.
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33
)und vnto me . but not with such hard bands

)f strong compulsion, and streight violence,

^ now in miserable state he stands
;

Jut with sweet loue and sure beneuolence,

Jo\dc of malitious mind, or foule offence,

'o which if thou canst win him any way,
Vithout discouerie of my thoughts pretence,

k)th goodly meede of him it purchase may,
id eke withgratefuUseruiceme right wellapay.

34
hich that thou mayst the better bring to pas,

,oe here this ring,which shall thy warrant bee,

Ind token true to old Einncnias,

"rom time to time, when thou it best shalt see,

rhat in and out thou mayst haue passage free,

joe now, Clarinda, well thy wits aduise,

^nd all thy forces gather vnto thee ;

Vjpiies of louely lookes, and speeches wise,

'ith which thou canst euen loue himselfe to

loue entise.

Jie trustie Mayd, conceiuing her intent,

Did with sure promise of her good indcuour,

jiuehergreatcomfort,and some harts content.

)ofromherparting,she thenceforth didlabour

3y all the meanes she might, to curry fauour

rVith th' Elfin Knight, her Ladies best beloucd;

rVith daily shew of courteous kind behauiour,

Euen at the markewhite of his hart she roued,

nd with wide glauncing words, one day she thus

him proucd. ,

nhapi)ie Knight, vpon whose hopclesse state

Fortune enuying good, hath felly frowned,

\nd cruell hcauens haue hcapt an hcauy fate
;

[ rew that thus thy better dayes arc drowned
(n sad despairc, and all thy senses swowncd
In stupid sorow, sith thy iustcr merit

Might else haue with f( licit ic Wuc crowned :

[>-K)ke vp at lust, and wake tin- dulkd spirit,

tliinke how this long death thou mightcst
disinherit.

[uch did he maruell at licr vncouth sjieach,

W^li'/s*.- hidden drift he could not well percciiic ;

i\iid gan to doubt, least she him sought

t'ap|)<.a(h

Df treason, rir wtne guilcfull traine did wcauc,
nirough which she might his wretched life

Ix-Tcauc.

iJoth which to barrc, he with this answcrc met
h.r

;

Fairc Darn/.e!!, that with ruth (as I prrceauc)
')f my tiii.h:i|«s. art mou'd ti) wih mc l>ettcr,

or surli your kind regar«l, I can but rest your
dcttcr.

3^
Yet weet ye well, that to a courage great

It is no lesse beseeming well, to beare

The storme of fortunes frowne, or heauens
threat.

Then in the sunshine of her countenance cleare

Timely to ioy, and carrie comely cheare.

For though this cloud haue now me ouercast,

Yet doe 1 not of better times despeyre ;

And, though (vnhke) they should for euer last,

Yet in my truthes assurance I rest fixed fast.

39
, ^

But what so stonie mind (she then replyde)

But if in his owne powre occasion lay,

Wovdd to his hope a windowe open wyde.

And to his fortunes helpe make readie way ?

Vnworthy sure (quoth he) of better day.

That will not take the offer of good hope.

And eke pursew, if he attaine it may.
Which speaches she applying to the scope

Of her intent, this further purpose to him shope.

40
Then why doest not, thou ill aduized man^
Make meanes to win thy libertie forlorne^

And try if thou by faire entrcatie, can

Moue kadigiind ? who though she still haue

worne
Iler dayes in warre, yet (weet thou) was not.

borne

Of Beares and Tygres, nor so saluage mynded.
As that, albe all loue of men she scorne.

She yet forgets, that she of men was kynded :

And sooth oft scene, that proudest harts base loue

hath blvndcd.
41

Certes Clarinda, not of cancrcd will.

(Sayd he) nor obstinate disdaincfuU mind^

I haue forbore this duetie to fulfill:

For Well I may this wctne, by that I fynd,

That she a Q)uci ne.and comeof I'rincely kynd,
Both worthie is for to be scwd vnto;

Chiefi ly by him, whose life her law doth bynd.
And eke of nowre her owne <loomc to vndo,

And als' of prmcely grace to bo inch n'd thereto.

•^^

But want f)f meanes hatli bene mine onely let.

I'ronj seeking fauour, where it tiotU aboinid ;

Which if I might by your good oflirc get,

I to your St Ue should rest for tuer l)0und.

And readie to deseruc. what grace I found.

.She feeling him thus Itite \pon the bayt,

Yet iloubting least his hold was but vn^ound.

And not well fubttned, would not strike him
strayt.

But drew him on with ho|)c, fit hasurc tonwn> t.
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43
But foolish Mayd,\vhylt'sheedlesseof thehooke,

She thus oft times was beating off and on,

Throughslipperie footing,fell into the brooke,

And there was caught to her confusion.

For seeking thus to salue the Amazon,
She wounded was with her deceipts ovvTie dart,

And gan thenceforth to cast affection,

Conceiued close in her beguiled hart,

To^r/^ga/Z,through pittie of his causelesse smart.

44
Yet durst she not disclose her fancies wound,
Ne to himselfe, for doubt of being sdayned,

Ne yet to any other wight on ground.

For feare her mistresse shold haue knowledge
gayned.

But to her selfe it secretly retayned.

Within the closet of her couert brest

:

The more thereby her tender hart was payned.

Yet to awayt fit time she weened best,

And fairely did dissemble her sad thoughts

vnrest.

One day her Ladie, calling her apart,

Gan to demaund of her some tydings good,

Touchingherlouessuccesse,herlingringsmart.

Therewith she gan at first to change her mood.
As one adaw'd, and halfe confused stood ;

But quickly she it ouerpast, so soone

As she her face had wypt, to fresh her blood :

Tho gan she tell her all, that she had donne.

And all the wayes she sought, his loue for to

haue wonne.

46
But sayd, that he was obstinate and sterne,

Scorning her offers and conditions vaine ;

Ne would be taught with any termes, to lerne

So fond a lesson, as to loue againe.

Die rather would he in penurious paine,

And his abridged dayes in dolour wast,

Then his foes loue or liking entertaine :

His resolution was both first and last,

Hisbodiewas her thrall,his hart was freelyplast.

Which when the cruell Amazon pcrceiued.

She gan to storme, and rage, and rend her gall,

For very fell despight, which she conceiued.

To be so scorned of a base borne thrall,

Whose life did he in her least eye-lids fall

;

Of which she vow'd with many a cursed threat,

Tliat she therefore would him ere long forstall.

Nathlesse when calmed was her furious heat,

She chang'd that threatfull mood, and mildly

gan entreat.

48
\Miat now is left Clannda ? what remaines.

That we may compasse thi; our enterprize ?

Great shame to lose so long employed paines,

And greater shame t 'abide so great misprize,

With which he dares our offers thus despize.

Yet that his guilt the greater may appeare,

And more my gratious mercie by this wize,

I will a while with his first folly beare,

Till thou haue tride againe, and tempted him
more neare.

49
Say, and do all, that may thereto preuaile

;

Leaue nought vnpromist, that may him per-

swade.

Life, freedome, grace,and gifts of great auaile,

Witli which the Gods themselues are mylder
made

:

Thereto adde art, euen womens witty trade,

The art ofmightie words, that men can charme

;

Withwhich in case thou canst him not inuade,

Let him feele hardnesse of thy heauie arme

'

WTio will not stoupe with good, shall be made
stoupe with harme.

50 .

Some of his diet doe from him withdraw ;

For I him find to be too proudly fed.

Giue him more labour,and with streighter law,

That he with worke may be forwearicd.

Let him lodge hard, and lie in strawen bed,

That may pull downe the courage of his pride

;

And lay vpon him, for his greater dread.

Cold yron chaines, with which let him be tide
;

And let, what euer he desires, be him denide.

51
Wlien thou hast all this doen, then bring me

newes
Of his demeane : thenceforth not like a louer,

But like a rebell stout I will him vse.

For I resolue this siege not to giue ouer,

Till I the conquest of my will recouer.

So she departed, full of griefe and sdaine,

Wliich inly did to groat impatience moue her.

But the false maydcn shortly turn'd againe

Vnto the prison, where her hart did thrall

remaine.
52

Tliere all her subtill nets she did vnfold,

And all the cngins of her wit display
;

Li which she meant him wardosse to enfold,

And of his innocence to make her pray.

So cunningly she wrought her crafts assay,

That both her Ladie, and her selfe withall,

And eke the knight attonce she did betray

:

Butmosttheknight,whomshewithguilcfullcall

Did cast for to allure, into her trap to fall.

«l
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. 53 .

s a bad Nurse, which fayning to receiue

[n herownemouth the food,ment forherchyld,

^Vithholdes it to her selfe, and doeth deceiue

rhe infant, so for want of nourture spoyld :

Euen so Clarinda her owne Dame beguyld,

\nd turn'd the trust, which was in her aft'yde,

fo feeding of her priuate fire, which boyld

Ber inwarc brest, and in her entrayles fr\de,

aemoreth t she it sought tocouerand tohyde.

54
or comming to this knight,she purposefayned,

^ow earnest suit she earst for him had made
^'ntoherQueene,hisfreedome to haue gayned;
But by no meanes could her thereto perswade :

But that in stead thereof, she sternely bade
[^is miserie to be augmented more,*

\nd many yron bands on him to lade.

Ml which nathlcsse she for his loue forbore :

3 praying him t'accept her seruice eucrmore.

55
ndmorethen that, she promist that she would,
[n case she might finde fauour in his eye,

Deuize how to enlarge him out of hould.

rhe Fayrie gbd to gaine his libertic,

ran yeeld great thankes for such her airtesie,

\nd with faire words, fit for the time and place,

Fo feede tiie humour of her maladie,

Promist, if she would free him from that case,

c wold by all good means he migiit, dcseruc

such grace.

56
3 daily he faire scmblant did her shew,
if'et neuer meant he in his noble mind,
fo his owne absent loue to be vntrcw :

S'c euer did decciptfuU Clarin find

[n her false hart, his bondage to vnbind
;

But rather how she mote him faster tyc.

rijcrcforc vnto her mistrcsse most vnkind
>ljc daily told, her loue he did defyc,

iid hirn she told, her Dame his frccdomc did

dcnye.

57
et thus much fricndshii) she to him did show,
rii.it his scarse diet sonuwliat was aincnded,
\nd his worke lessened, that his loue mote
grow

:

ir'et to her !)ame hirn still she disconuuerided.
Rut she with him rnote Ih* the in()rc{)tTen(l«(l.

riuiH he long while in thr.ildoiiie there re-

muvrud,
"' ' th brioucd well, but litle freiuled

;

; his owne true loue his free <lonie gayned,
iiui* in an other Canto will U- b«sl contuyned.

Cant VI.

Talus brings newes to Britomart,

oj Artegals mishap

^

She goes to seeke him, Dolon meetes,

who seekes her to entrap.

I

Some men, I wote, will deeme in Artegall

Great weaknesse, and report of him much ill.

For yeelding so himselfe a wretched thrall,

To th' insolent commaund of womens will

;

That all his former praise doth fowly spill.

But he the man, that say or doe so dare.

Be well aduiz'd, that he stand stcdfast still:

For neuer yet was wight so well aware,

But he at first or last was trapt in womens snare.

Yet in the streightnesse of that captiue state,

This gentle knight himselfe so well behaucd,

That notwithstanding all the subtill bait.

With which those Amazons his loue still

craued,

To his owne loue his loialtie he saued :

Whose character in th'Adamantine mould
Of his true hart so firmely was engraued.

That no new loues impression euer could

Bereaue it thence : such blot his honour
blemish should.

3
\'ct his owne loue, the noble Brttomart,

Scarse so conceiued in her iealous thought,

What time sad t\ dings of his balefull smart

In womans bond;igc. Talus to her brought

;

Brought in vnlimely houre, ere it was sought.

For after that the vtmost date, assyndc

For his returne, she waited had for nought,

.She gan to cast in her misdoubt full niynde

A thousand feares, that k)ue-sickc fancies faine

to fyndc.

4
SoMietime she fiared, least some hard mishap

Had him misfalne in his aduenturous quest
;

Sometime least his false foe did him cntnip

In travtrous traine, or had vnwarcs opprcst

:

B\it most she did her trotibltd mynd molest,

And secretly alllict with iealous fcare.

Least some new lo>ie had him from her possest;

W\ loth she was, situ c she no ill tlid henrc,

To thiiike of him so ill : yet could she not for*

I )earc.
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One while she blam'd her selfe ; another whyle

She him condemn'd, as trustlesse and vntrcw :

And then, her gricfe with errour to beguyle.

She fayn'd to count the tinie againe anew,

As if before she had not counted trew.

For houres but dayes ; for weekes, that passed

were.

She told but moneths, to make them seeme

more few

:

Yet when she recknedthem,stilldrawingncare,

Each hourdidseemeamoneth,and euery moneth

a yeare.
g

But when as yet she saw him not returne,

She thought to sendsome one to seeke him out

;

But none she found so fit to serue that turne.

As her owne selfe, to ease her selfe of dout.

Now she deuiz'd amongst the warhke rout

Of errant Knights, to seeke her errant Knight

;

And then againe resolu'd to hunt him out

Amongst loose Ladies, lapped in delight

:

And then both Knights enuide, and Ladies eke

did spight.

One day, when as she long had sought for ease

In euery place, and euery place thought best,

Yet found no place, that cou Id her liking please,

She to a window came, that opened West,

Towards which coast her loue his way addrcst.

There looking forth, shee in her heart did find

Many vaine fancies, working her vnrest

;

And sent her winged thoughts, more swift

then wind.

To beare vnto her loue the message of her mind.

8

There as she looked long, at last she spide

One comming towards her with hasty speede :

Wellweend she then , erehim she plainedescride,
That it was one sent from her loue indccde.

"Who when he nigh approcht, shee mote arede

That it was Talus, Aricgall his groome
;

Whereat her heartwas fild with hopeand drede;

Ne would she stay, till he in place could come,
But ran to meete him forth, to know his tidings

somme.
9

Euen m the dore him meeting, she begun ;

And where is he thy Lord, and how far hence ?

Declare at once ; and hath he lost or wun ?

The yron man, albe he wanted sence

And sorrowcs feeling, yet with conscience

Of his ill ncwcs, did inly chill and quake,
And stood still mute, as one in great suspence.

As if that by his silence he would make
Her rather reade his meaning, then him selfe

it spake.

Till she againe thus sayd ; Talus be bold.

And tell what euer it be, good or bad.

That from thy tongue thy hearts intent doth

hold.

To whom he thus at length. The tidings sad,

That I would hide, will needs, I see, be rad.
j

My Lord, your loue, by hard mishap doth lie
'

In wretclicd bondage, wofully bestad.

Ay me (quoth she) what wicked destinie ?

And is he vanquisht by his tyrant enemy ?

II

Not by that Tyrant, his intended foe ;

But by a Tyrannesse (he then replide,)

That him captiucd hath in haplesse woe.

Cease thou bad newes-man, badly doest thou

hide '

Thy maisters shame, in harlots bondage tide.

The rest my selfe too readily can spell.

With that in rage she turn'd from him aside,

Forcing in vaine the rest to her to tell.

And to her chamber went like soHtary cell.

12

There she began to make her monefull plaint

Against her Knight, for being so vntrew
;

Andhim to touchwith falshoods fowle attaint,

That all his other honour ouerthrew.

Oft did she blame her selfe, and often rew,

For yeelding to a straungers loue so Ught,

Whoselifeandmannersstraungesheneueiknew;

And euermore she did him sharpely twight

For breach of faith to her, which he had firmely

plight.
j^

And then she in her wrathfull will did cast.

How to reuenge that blot of honour blent

;

To fight with him, and goodly die her last

:

And then againe she did her selfe torment.

Inflicting on her selfe his punisliment.

Awhileshewalkt,andchauft;awhileshetlirew

Her selfe vppon her bed, and did lament

:

Yet did she not lament with loude alew,

As women wont, but with deepe sighes, and

singillts few.
14

Like as a wayward cliilde, whose sounder sleepe

Is broken with some fearefull dreames affright,

With froward will doth set him selfe to wcepe

;

Ne can be stild for all his nurses might,

But kicks, and squals, and shriekes for fell

despight

:

Now scratching her, and her loose locks mis-

using \

Nowscckingdarkenesse,andnowsecking light;

Then crauijigsuckc,and then thesucke refusing.

Such was thisLadiesfit,inhcrloucsfondaccusing.;

J
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3ut when she had with such \Tiquiet fits

Her selfe there close afflicted long in vaine,

Yet found no easement in her troubled wits,

She vnto Talus forth return'd againe,

By change of place seeking to ease her paine
;

And gan enquire of him, with myldcr mood,
The certaine cause of Artegals detaine

;

And what he did, and in what state he stood,

ind whether he did woo, or whether he were

woo'd.

16

kh wellaway (sayd then the yron man,)

That he is not the while in state tc woo
;

But lies in wretched thraldome,w eakeand wan.
Not by strong hand compelled thereunto.

But his owne doome,that none can nowvndoo.
Sayd I not then (quoth shee) erwhile aright.

That this is things compacte betwixt you two.

Me to deceiue of faith vnto me plight,

ince that he was not forst, nor ouercome in

fight?

17

i^ith that he gan at large to her dilate

The whole discourse of his captiuance sad,

In sort as ye haue heard the same of late.

All which when she with hard cnduraunce had
Heard to the end, she was right sore bcstad,

^iVith sodaine stounds of wrath and gricfe

attone:

Ne would abide, till she had aunswcrc made.
But strcighther sclfediddight,and armor don

;

jid mounting to her stecde, bad Talus guide

her on.

18

ff)rth she rofle vppon her ready way,
To seeke her Knight, as Talus her did guide :

Sadly she nxJe, and neuer word did say,

Nor gfxKl nf)r bad, nc cuer lookt iiside.

But still right downe, and in her thought did

hide

The felnessc of her heart, right fully bent
To liirre auciigrincnt of that woiiians pride,

VViiit h had her Ixjrd in her base prison pent,

ififl so great honour with so fowlc reproch had
bli-nt.

JO

o as she thus ni(Ianrlu)lirke di<l ride,

Cluiwing the nid of gricfe and inward paine,

She rluinnst to njeete toward the euen-tide

A Kni'^'ht, that softly pa<ed o[> the plaine,

As if him s<'Ifc to solace he were faiiie.

VVrllshf)t in yearrshe sctinM.aiid rather l)ent

TojM-arf, then nerdlfSM" trouble to constrainr.

As Will by virw (»f that iiis vcstiment,

Li bv his modest siinblant, that nocuill iiunt.

He comming neare, gan gently her salute,

With curttous words, in the most comely wize;

Who though desirous rather to rest mute,
Then termes to entertaine of common guize.

Yet rather then she kindnesse would despize,

She would her selfe displease, so him requite.

Then gan the other further to denize

Of things abrode, as next to hand did light,

And many things demaund, to which she

answer'd light.
to 21

For little lust had she to talke of ought.

Or ought to heare, that mote delightfull bee ;

Her minde was whole possessed of one thought,
That gaue none other place. Which when as hee
By outward signes, (as well he might) did see,

He list no lenger to vse lothfull speach.

But her besought to take it well in gree,

Sith shady dampe had dimd the heauens reach,

To lodge with him tliat night, vnles good cause

empeach.

The Championesse, now seeing night at dore.

Was glad to yeeld vnto his good request

:

And with him went without gaine-saying more.

Not farre away, but little wide by West,
His dwelling was, to which he him addrest

Where S(K)ne arriuing they rcceiued were
In seemely w ise, as tlum beseemed best

:

For he their host them goodly well did chcar^,

And talk't of pleasant things, the night away
to weare.

Thus passing th'euening well, till time of rest,

Then Brilomart vnto a bowre was brought ;

Where groomcs awayttd her to haue vndrest.

But she ne would vndressed be for ought,

Nedo(TeiK'rarmes,th(uigh he hermuch besought.

For she had vt)w'd, she sayd, not to forgo

Those warlike wecdts, till she reucnge had
wrought

Of a lati' wrong v[>pon a mortall foe ;

Which she would sure ptrfoi me, betide her wile

or wo.

Which when their Host percciu'd, right dis-

content

In minde he grew, for fcarc least by that art

Heshould hispuriH)seniisse, which rlo>-e Ik iner.t:

Vet taking Icaue of her, he did depart.

There all that night remained Ihitotmrt,

Kcstli-ssc, recomfortlessc, with heart doc|H?

grieuiil.

Not suffering the least twincklinpslei'iHtostatt

Intohcr eve, which tiriu art mote banc rclieuid,

Hut if the hast appear'd, her i yes sl>c stMi^.1.1

reprieue*!.
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25

Ye guilty eyes (sayd she) the which with guyle

My heart at first betrayd, will ye betray

My life now to, for which a little whyle

Ye will not watch ? false watches, wellaway,

I wote when ye did watch both night and day

Vnto your losse: and now needes will ye

sleepe ?

Now ye haue made my heart to wake alway,

Now will yesloepe? ahwake,and rather weepe,

To thinke of your nights want, that should yee

waking keepe.

26

Thus did she watch, and weare the weary night

In waylfull plaints, that none was to appease
;

Now walking soft, now sitting still vpright.

As snndry chaunge her seemed best to ease.

Ne lesse did Talus suffer sleepe to seaze

His eye-lids sad, but watcht continually,

Lying without her dore in great disease ;

Like to a Spaniell wayting carefully

Least any should betray his Lady treacherously.

27
^Vhat time the natiue Belman of the night.

The bird, that warned Peler of his fall.

First rings his siluer Bell t'each sleepy wight.

That should their mindes vp to deuotion call,

She heard a wondrous noise below the hall.

All sodainely the bed, where she should lie.

By a false trap was let adowne to fall

Into a lower roome, and by and by
The loft was raysd againe, that no man could

it spie.

28

With sight whereof she was dismayd right sore,

Perceiuing well the treason, which was ment

:

Yet stirred not at all for doubt of more.
But kept her place with courage confident,

Wayting what would ensue of that euent.

It was not long, before she heard the sound
Of armed men, comming with close intent

Towards her chamber ; at which dreadfull

stound

She quickly caught her sword, and shield about
her bound.

29
With that there came vnto her chamber dore

Two Knights, all armed ready for to fight.

And after them full many other more,
A raskall rout, with weai)ons rudely dight.

\Vhom soone as Talus spide by glims of night,

He started vp, there where on ground he lay.

And in his hand his thresher ready keight.

They seeing tliat, let driueat him strcight way,
And round about him preace in riotous aray.

30
But soone as he began to lay about
With his rude yron flaile, they gan to file,

Both armed Knights, and eke vnarmed rout

:

Yet Talus after them apace did plie.

Where euer in the darke he could them spie
;

That here and there like scattred sheepe they ^

Then backe returning, where his Dame did lie, '*

He to her told the story of that fray.

And all that treason there intended did bewray.

31
Wherewith though wondrous wroth, and inly

burning.

To be auenged for so fowle a deede.

Yet being forst to abide the dales returning,

She there remain'd, but with right wary heede,

Least any more such practise should proceede.

Now mote ye know (that which to Britomart

Vnknowen was) whence all this did proceede,

And for what cause so great mischieuous smart

Was ment to her, that neuer euill ment in hart.

32
The goodman of this house was Dolon hight,

A man of subtill wit and wicked minde,

That whilome in his youth had bene a Knight,

And armes had borne, but little good could

finde.

And much lesse honour by that warhke kinde

Of life : for he was nothing valorous.

But with slie shiftes and wiles did vnderminde
All noble Knights, which were aduenturous.

And many brought to shame by treason

treacherous.

33
He had three sonnes,all three like fathers sonnes,

Like treacherous, like full of fraud and guile.

Of all that on this earthly comjmsse wonnes

:

The eldest of the which was slaine erewhile

By Artcgall, through his owne guilty wile
;

His name was Guizor, whose vntimely fate

For to auenge, full many treasons vile

His father Dolon had deuiz'd of late

With these his wicked sons, and shewd his

cankrcd hate.

For sure he weend, that this his present guest

Was Artcgall, by many tokens plaine
;

But chiefly by that yron page he ghest.

Which still was wont with Artegall remaine ;

And therefore ment him surely to haue slaine.

But by Gods grace, and her good heedinesse,

She was preserued from their traytrous traine.

Thus she all night wore out in watchfulnesse,

Nesuffredslothfullsleepe her eyelids to oppresse.

d
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35
le morrow next, so soone as dawning houre

)iscouered had the light to liuing eye,

he forth yssew'd out of her loathed bowre,

^'ith full intent t'auenge that villany,
•

>n that vilde man, and all his family,

jid comming down to seeke them, where they

wond,
ior sire, nor sonnes, nor any could she spie :

iachrowmeshesought,but themallempty fond:
ley all were fled for feare, but whether, nether

kond. .

e saw it vaine to make there lenger stay,

5uttookehersteede,andthereonmountinglight,

ian her addresse vnto her former way.

he had not rid the mountenance of a flight,

5ut that she saw there present in her sight,

'hose two false brethren, on that perillous

Bridge,

>n which Pollente with Artegall did fight,

treight was the passage like a ploughed ridge,

lat if two met, the one mote needcs fall ouer

the lidge.

. .37
lere they did thinke them selucs on her to

WTeake :

VTio as she nigh vnto them drew, the one

'hese vile reprochcs gim vnto her S[)cake
;

liou recreant false traytor, that with lone

)f armc-s hast knighthood stolne, yet Kiiight

art none,

Co more shall now the darkcnesse of the night

)efcnd thee from the vengeance of thy fone,

Jut with thy bloud thou shaltap()eascthcspright

: Guizor, by thee sLiinc, and niurdrcd by tliy

slight. o
38

range were the words in Britoinartis care ;

fet stayd she not for them, but forward fared,

'ill to the [)erilIous Bridge she came, and there

^alus dcsir'd. that he might haue prepared

rhe way to her, and those two l(«els scared.

^ut she thereat was wroth, that for despight

^l^•glaunciIlg^J^:lrkll•sthr()^gll}urbeuerglarc<l,

Vnd from her eics did flash out tiery liglit,

ike coles, that through a siluer Censer sparkle

bright.
39

le stayd not to aduise which w:iy to take
;

tut putting spurrrs vnto her fury ixitst,

Hni-oiigh the midstof them shewayili'l make,
leof them, which most larurathincreiust,

.
I

-.ii lu*r s|)care she lK>re lKf«)re her breast,

(ill to the Bridges further end she [Ktst,

iVh'-re f.illirig dowru-, his (li.dlmge he relea.st :

rhe other ouer sicle the I'.ridge she cast

ito the riuer, where he drunke liis deadly last.

40
As when the flashing Leuin haps to light

Vppon two stubborne oakes, which stand so

neare,

That way betwixt them none appeares in sight

;

The Engin fiercely flying forth, doth teare

Th'one from the earth, and through the aire

doth beare
;

The other it with force doth ouerthrow,

Vppon one side, and from his rootes doth reare.

So did the Championesse those two there strow,

And to their sire their carcasses left to bestow.

Cant. VII.

Brilomart comes to his Church,

Where shee strange visions sees .*

Shejighis uilh Radigund, her slaies,

And Artegall thence frees.

c/x.ocoC'X.''Xocococoe':^cococococo

I

Nought is on earth more sacred or diuine,

That Gods and men doe equally adore,

Then this same vertue, that doth right define

:

For th'heuens themselues, whence mortal men
implore

*

Right in theirwrongs,arerurdby righteous lore

Of highest loue, who doth true iustice deale

To his inferiour Gods, and cucrmore [weale :

Therewith containes his luauenly Common-
The skill whereof to Princes hearts he cloth

reueale. ^

Well therefore did the antique world inucnt,

That Justice was a God of soueraine grace.

And altars vnto him, and tcmpks knt.

And heauLuly honours in the highest jJace ;

("ailing him great Osyris, of the race

Of ili'old -l-gyptian Kings. thai N\hylome were;

With fayned colours sluuling a true case :

I'or that Osyris, whilest he liued here,

The iuslest man aliuc, and truest did api->care.

3
I lis \Nife was Isis, whom they likewise made
A Go<ldesse of great powre and souerainty,

;\nd in her person cuiuiingly did shade

That part of Iustice. which is Equity,

Whereof 1 haue to treat here pn-scntly.

\'nto whost- ttmple when as iWitomart

Arriued, shee with gnat humility

l)i<l enter in. ne N\ould that night dejurt :

But Talus mole not be ailmititd to her |H»rt.
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There she receiued was in goodly wize

Of many Priests, which duely did attend

Vppon the rites and daily sacrifize,

All clad in linnen robes with siluer hemd

;

And on their heads with long locks comely

kemd,
They wore rich Mitres shaped like the Moone,

To shew that Isis doth the Moone portend
;

Like as Osyris signifies the Sunne.

For that they both like race in equall iustice

runne.

5
The Championesse them greeting, as she could,

Was thence by them into the Temple led
;

Whose goodly building when she did behould,

Borne vppon stately pillours, all dispred

With shining gold, and arched ouer hed,

She wondred at the workemans passing skill,

Whose like before she neuer saw nor red
;

And thereuppon long while stood gazing still.

But thought, that she thereon could neuer gaze

her fill.

6

Thence forth vnto the Idbll they her brought.

The which was framed all of siluer fine,

So well as could with cunning hand be wrought,

And clothed all in garments made of line,

Hemd all about with fringe of siluer twine.

Vppon her head she wore a Crowne of gold.

To shew that she had powre in things diuine
;

And at her feete a Crocodile was rold,

That with her wreathed taile her middle did

enfold.

7

One foote was set vppon the Crocodile,

And on the ground the other fast did stand,

So meaning to suppresse both forged guile,

And open force : and in her other hand
Shestretched forth a long whitesclcnder wand.
Such was the Goddesse ; whom^hcn BrUomart
Had long beheld, her selfe vppon the land

She did prostrate, and with right humble hart,

Vnto her selfe her silent prayers did impart.

To which the Idoll as it were inclining,

Her wand did moue with amiable looke,

By outward shew her inward scnce desining.

Who well i)ercciuing,how hcrwand she shooke.

It as a token of good fortune tooke.

By this the day with dampe was ouercast.

And ioyous light the house of loue forsooke :

Wliicli when she saw, her helmet she vnlaste,

And by the altars side her selfe to slumber
plaste.

For other beds the Priests there vsed none.

But on their mother Earths deare lap did lie,

And bake their sidesvppon the cold hard stone,

T'enure them selues to sufleraunce thereby

And proud rebellious flesh to mortify.

For by the vow of their religion

They tied were to stedfast chastity,

And continence of life, that all forgon.

They mote the better tend to their deuotion.

lO

Therefore they mote not taste of fleshly food,

Ne feed on ought, the which doth bloud con-

taine,

Ne drinke of wine, for wine they say is blood,

Euen the bloud of Gyants, which were slaine.

By thundring loue in the Phlegrean plaine.

For which the earth (as they the story tell)

Wrothwith the Gods,which to perpetuallpaine

Had damn'd her sonnes, which gainst them did

rebell.

With inward griefe and malice did against

them swell.

II

And of their vitall bloud, the which was shed

Into her pregnant bosome, forth she brought

The fruitfull vine, whose liquor blouddy red

Hauing the mindes of men with fury fraught,

Mote in them stirre vp old rebellious thought,

To make new warre against the Gods againe

:

Suchisthepowreofthatsamefruit,thatnought
The fell contagion may thereof restraine,

Ne within reasons rule, her madding mood
containe.

12

There did the warlike Maide her selfe repose,

Vnder the wings of Isis all that night,

And with sweete rest her heauy eyes did close,

After that long daies toile and weary plight.

Wlierewhilestherearthlypartswithsoftdelight

Of sencelesse sleepe did deeply drowned lie,

There did appeare vnto her hcaucnly spright

A wondrous vision, which did close implie

The course of all her fortune and postcritie.

Her seem'd, as she was doing sacrifize

To Isis, deckt with Mitre on her hed.

And linnen stole after those Pricstes guize,

All sodainely she saw transfigured

Her linnen stole to robe of scarlet red.

And Moone-like Mitre to a Crowne of gold,

That euen she her selfe much wondered

At such a chaunge, and ioycd to behold

HerseIfe,adom'dwithgcmsandiewelsmanifold.

il
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jid in the midst of her fehcity,

An hideous tempest seemed from below,

To rise through all the Temple sodainely,.

rhat from the Altar all about did blow
rhe holy fire, and all the embers strow

Vppon the ground, which kindled priuily,

[nto outragious flames vnwares did grow,

rhat all the Temple put in ieopardy

f flaming, and her selfe in great perplexity.

^ith that the Crocodile, which sleeping lay

^nder the Idols fecte in fearelesse bowre,

5eem'd to awake in horrible disma\-,

\s being troubled with that stormy stowre
;

\nd gaping greedy wide, did streight deuoure

Both flames and tempest : with which growen
great,

\nd swolne with pride of his owne peerelesse

powre,

Be gan to threaten her likewise to cat

;

ut that the Goddesse with her rod him backe

did beat.

16

ho turning all his pride to humblcsse meeke,

^im selfe before her feete he lowly threw,

\nd gan for grace and loue of her to seeke :

(Vhich she accepting, he so ncare her drew,

riiat of his game she soone enwombed grew,

\nd forth did bring a Lion of great might

;

rhat shortly did all other beasts sui)dew.

iVitii that she waked, full of fearefull fright,

nd doubtfully dismayd through that so vn-

couth sight.

) thereuppon long while she musing lay,

iVith tliuusand thoughts feeding her fantiusie,

/ntill she spide the lampc of lightsome day,

/j)-liftc<l in the pordi of heauen hie,

rlien vp she rose fraught with nidanrholy,
^iiil fortli into the lowt-r [)arts did pas

;

Vlureas the TrifHtes she found full busily

Uxml their holy things for morrow M;is :

'hoin she saluting faire, fairc rcsuluted was.

iS

ut by tlic ( liangc of lur vnchearefull l(M)kc,

riKv might percciuc.shewasiiot well in plight;

)t that some |K-nsiiienfSse to heart she- t<K)kf.

riuTcforc tlmsonco[tlnin,whosc<tnMin sight

Po Iw th<' greatest, and the graiiest wighl,

fo her bes|.;ike ; Sir Knight it sccmes to nie,

riiat thorough eiiill ri-st of this lai»t niglil,

)r in apayd, <jr much distnayd ye \k',

lull by your cliungc of chciirc is casic for to sec.

^9
Certes (sayd she) sith ye so well haue spide

The troublous passion ofmy pensiue mind,
I will not seeke the same from you to hide.

But will my cares vnfolde, in hope to hnd
Your aide, to guide me out of errour blind.

Say on (quoth he) the secret of your hart

:

For by the holy vow, which me doth bind,

I am adiur'd, best counsell to impart
To all, that shall require my comfort in their

smart.
20

Then gan she to declare the whole discourse

Of all that vision, which to her appeard.
As well as to her minde it had recourse.

All which when he vnto the end had heard,

Like to a weake faint-hearted man he fared,

Through great astonishment of that strange

sight

;

And with long locks vp-standing, stifly stared

Like one adawed with some dreadfull sjiright.

So fild with heauenly fury, thus he her behight.

2r

Magnificke Virgin, that in queint disguise

Of British armes docst maske thy royall blood,

So to pursue a periUous emjirize.

How couldst thou weene, through that dis-

guized hood.

To hide thy state from Ix-ing vndcrstood ?

Can from th'immortallGodsought hidden Ixe.'

They doe thy linage, and thy Lordly brood
;

They doe thy sire, lamenting sore for thee ;

They doe thy loue, forlorne in womcns thral-

dome see.
22

The end whereof, and all the long cuent,

They doe to thee in this s;ime dreanie discouer.

For that s;uue CrorcKlile doth represent

The righteous Knight, that is thy faithful!

Like to Osyris in all iust endeuer. [louer,

For that s;une Crmixlile Chyris is,

Tluit vnder Isis feete doth sleepe for euer

:

To shew that rlemence oft in things amis,

Restraines those slerne behests, ajid cruell

doomes of his.

That Knight shall all the troublous stormes
asswage,

And raging flames, that many foes shall rcare,

To hinder thee from the iust heritage [dcaie.

Of thy sins Crowne, and froni thy eountrey

Then shall thou take him to tliy louetl fere.

And ioyne in (-(luidi |H)rtion of thv rtaime.

And afterwauls a sonne to him slialt bearc.

That Lion like sli:ill shew his j)owre extreana*;

.So bli-ssi' thee (Ic<l, and giue thee ioyan« e of

thy drcanu
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All which when she vnto the end had heard,

She much was eased in her troublous thought,

And on those Priests bestowed rich reward :

And royall gifts of gold and siluer wrought,
She for a present to their Goddesse brought.

Then taking leaue of them, she forward went,
To seeke her loue, where he was to be sought

;

Ne rested till she came without relent

Vnto the land of Amazons, as she was bent.

25
Whereof when newes to Radtgund was brought.

Not with amaze, as women wonted bee.

She was confused in her troublous thought,
• But fild with courage and with ioyous glee.

As glad to heare of armes, the which now she

Had long surceast, she bad to open bold.

That she the face of her new foe might see.

But when they of that yron man had told,

Which late her folke had slaine, she bad them
forth to hold.

26
So there without the gate (as seemed best)

She caused her Pauilion be pight

;

In which stout Britomart her selfe did rest,

Whiles Talus watched at the dore all night.

All night likewise, they of the towne in fright,

Vppon their wall good watch and ward did

keepe.

The morrow next, so soone as dawning light

Bad doe away the dampe of drouzie sleepe,

The warlike Amazon out of her bowre did peepe.

And caused streight a Trumpet loud to shrill,

To warne her foe to battell soone be prest

:

Who long before awoke (for she ful ill

Could sleepe all night, that in vnquiet brest

Did closely harbour such a iealous guest)

Was to the battell whilome ready dight.

Eftsoones that warriouresse with haughty crest

Did forth issue, all ready for the fight

:

On th' other side her foe appeared soone in sight.

28

But ere they reared hand, the Amazone
Began the streight .conditions to propound.
With which she vscd still to tye her fone

;

To serue her so, as she the rest had bound.
Which when the other heard, she sternly frownd
For high diadaine of such indignity.

And would no lenger treat, but bad them
sound.

For her no other termes should euer tie

Thenwliat prescribed wereby lawes of cheualrie.

29
The Trumpets sound, and they together run
With greedy rage, and with their faulchins

smot;
Ne either sought the others strokes to shun,

But through great fury both their skill forgot,

And practicke vse in armes : ne spared not

Their dainty parts, which nature had created

So faire'and tender, without staine or spot,

For other vses, then they them translated ;

Which they now hackt and hewd, as if such vse

they hated,

As when a Tygre and a Lionesse

Are met at spoyling of some hungry pray,

Both challenge it with equall greedinesse :

But first the Tygre clawes thereon did lay
;

And therefore loth to loose her right away,
Doth in defence thereof full stoutly stond

:

To which the Lion strongly doth gainesay,

That she to hunt the beast first tooke in hond ;

And therefore ought it haue, where euer she it

fond.
3^

Full fiercely layde the Amazon about,

And dealt her blowcs vnmercifully sore :

WhicYiBritoinart withstood with courage stout,

And them repaide againe with double more.

So long they fought, that all the grassie flore

Was fild with bloud, which from their sides

did flow.

And gushed through theirarmes,that allin gore

They trode, and on the ground their Hues did

strow,

Like fruitles_seede, of which vntimely death

should grow.

,
32 _

At last proud Radtgund with fell despight,

riauing by chaunce espide aduantage neare,

Let driue at her with all her dreadfuU might,

And thus vpbrayding said ; This token beare

Vnto the man, whom thou doest loue so deare;

And tell him for his sake thy life thou gauest.

Which spitefullwords she sore engricu'd to heare,
Thus answer'd ; Lewdly thoumy louedeprauest,

Who shortly must repent that now so vainely

brauest.
33

Nath'lesse that stroke so cruell passage found.

That glauncing on her shoulder plate, it bit

Vnto the bone, and made a gricsly wound,
That she her shield through raging smart of it

Could scarse vphold
;
yet soone she it requit.

For hauing force incrcast through furious paine,

She her so rudely on the helmet smit.

That it emjiierced to the very braine,

And her proud person low prostrated on the

plaine.
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here being layd, the wrothfull Britonesse

itayd not, till she came to her selfe againe,

Jut in reuenge both of her loues distresse,

Lnd her late vile reproch, though vaunted
vaine,

ind also of her wound, which sore did paine,

ihe with one stroke both head and helmet cleft.

VTiich dreadfull sight, when all her warlike

traine

'here present saw, each one of sence bereft,

ed fast into the towne, and her sole victor left.

35
it yet so fast they could not home retrate,

Jut that swift Talus did the formost win ;

^nd pressing through the preace vnto the gate,

•elmell with them attonce did enter in,

"here then a piteous slaughter did begin :

'or all that euer came within his reach,

le with his yron flale did thresh so thin,

'hat he no worke at all left for the leach :

ke to an hideous storme, which nothing may
em[:)each. ,

id now by this the noble Conqueresse
Icr selfe came in, her glory to partake ;

Vliere though rcuengcfull vowshe did professc,

fet when she saw the heapes, which he did

make,

)f slaughtred carkasses, her heart did quake
'or very ruth, which did it almost riue,

'hat she his fury willed him to slake :

'or else he sure had left not one aliue,

Jt all in his reuenge of s[)iritc would dcpriue.

37
10 when she had liis execution stayd,

Ihc for that yron |)rison did enquire,

n which her wretched louc was captiue layd :

Vhjrh breaking open with indignant ire,

(he entrcd into all the partes entire.

Vlirre when she s;iw that lothlyvnrouth sight,

)f men divgniz'd in womaiiishe attire,

k-r hi-art g;in grudge, for very dt-fpe dospight

f so vrimanly maske, in misery mi>>dighl.

3«
t last when as to her ownc Louc she nunc,
Vimm like <hsgnize no Icsso drforimd had,

ht thereof abaslit with Mcnte shame,
iriid h«T JH-ad aside, as nothing gLid,

In liauc IxhcM a sin-rtac li- so bad :

\ri'! then loo well bckeu'd, that which lofore

:s sus|)crt as true vntruely drad,
Ii vainc conct'ipt now nr)urishiiig no more,

ic MMijjht with ruth to s;iluc his sad mis-
fortunes sore.

39
Not so great wonder and astonishment,

Did the most chast Penelope possesse.

To see her Lord, that was reported drent.

And dead long since in dolorous distresse,

Come home to her in piteous wretchednesse,

After long trauell of full twenty yeares.

That she knew not his fauours hkelynesse,

For many scarres and many hoary heares,

But stood long staring on him, mongst vncer-

taine feares.
40

_

Ah my deare Lord, what sight is this(quoth she)

Wliat May-game hath misfortunemade ofyou ?

Where is that dreadfull manly looke ? where be

Those mighty palmes, the which ye wont t'em-

brew
InbloudofKings,andgreathoastestosubdew?
Could ought on earth so wondrous change haue

wrought,

As to haue robde you of that manly hew ?

Could so great couriige stouped haue to ought?

Then farewell fleshly force ; I see thy pride is

nought.^
41

Thenceforthshestreightintoabowrehimbrought,

And causd him thosevncomely weedes vndight;
And in their stcede for other rayment sought,

Whereof there was great store, and armors
bright,

Wh ich had bene reft frommany anobleKn igh t

;

Whom that proud Amazon subdewcd had,

Whilcst Fortune fauourd her successe in tight,

In which when as she him anew had clad.

She was reuiu'd, and ioyd much in his scm-

bbnce glad.^
42

So there a while they afterwards remained,

Him to refresh, and lur late wounds to hcale

:

Duringwhichsjxiceshethereiis Princess rained,

And changing all that forme of common wcale.

The lilxTty of women did repeale,

Whit h tlay had long vsurj )t ;and them restoring

To mens subiection, did true lustice diale :

That all they as a Ci(Hldi-ssc her adoring,

Ilerwisedome did admire, and hearkntd to her

loring.
43

I'orallt hose Kniglits.whichloiiginraptiue shade

Had siirow(i((i Ikik', sin- did from tliraldonie

And magistrati-s of all that city nia<li-, [Irie;

And gaue to iIkmu gnat lining and large lee :

And that tluy should for iiur faiihfull Ine,

Made them swtare fralty to Ark^all.

Who when him si-lfe now well rectir'd did sec,

He pur|H)s<l to proceetl, what s«) bo fall,

\'|)pon his lir,t aduenture, whirh him forth

di<l call.
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Full sad and sorrowful! was Brilomart

For his departure, her new cause of griefe
;

Yet wisely moderated her owne smart,

Seeing his honor, which she tendred chiefe,

Consisted much in that aduentures priefe.

The care whereof, and hope of his successe

Gaue vnto her great comfort and reliefe.

That womanish complaints she did represse,

And tempred for the time her present heaui-

nesse.

45
There she continu'd for a certaine space.

Till throughhiswant her woedidmoreincrease:

Then hoping that the change of aire and place

Would change her paine, and sorrowsomewhat
ease,

She parted thence, her anguish to appease.

Meane while her noble Lord sir Artegall

Went on his way, ne euer hovvre did cease,

Till he redeemed had that Lady thrall

:

That for another Canto will more fitly fall.

Cant. VIIL

Prince Arlhure and Sir Artegall,

Free Samient from feare :

They slay the Souldan, driue his wife,

Adicia to despaire.

I

Nought vnder heauen so strongly doth allure

Tlie sence of man, and all his minde possesse,

As beauties louely baite. that doth procure

Great warriours oft their rigour to represse,

And mighty hands forget their manlincsse
;

Drawne with the powre of an heart-robbing eye,
And wrapt in fetters of a golden trcsse,

That can with melting pleasaunce moUifye
Their hardncd hearts, enur'd to bloud and

cruelty.

2

So whylome learnd that mighty lewish swaine,

Each of whose lockes did matchamanin might,
To lay his spoilcs before his Icmans traine :

So also did that great Oetcan Knight
For his loues sake his Lions skin vndight

:

And so did warlike Antony neglect

The worlds whole rule for Cleopatras sight.

Suchwondrous j)owre hath wemensfaireaspect,
To captiue men, and make them all the world

reiect.

Vet could it not sterne Artegall retaine,

Nor hold from suite of his auowed quest,

Which he had vndertane to Gloriane
;

But left his loue, albe her strong request,

Faire Brilotnart in languor and vnrcst,

And rode him sclfe vppon his first intent

:

Ne day nor night did euer idly rest

;

Ne wight but onely Talus with him went.

The true guide of his way and vertuous gouern-

ment.
4

So trauelling, he chaunst far off to heed
A Damzell, flying on a palfrey fast

Before two Knights, that after her did speed

With alltheir powre,and her full fiercely chast

In hope to haue her ouerhent at last

:

Yet fled she fast, and both them farre outwent,

Carried with wings of feare, like fowle aghast,

With locks all loose, and rayment all to rent

;

And euer as she rode, her eye was backeward
bent.

5
Soone after these he saw another Knight,

That after those two former rode apace.

With speare in rest, and prickt with all his

might

:

So ran they all, as they had bene at bace,

They being chased, that did others chase.

At length he saw the hindmost ouertake

One of those two, and force him turne his face

;

How euer loth he were his way to slake.

Yet mote he algates now abide, and answere

make.
6

But th'other still pursu'd the fearefull Mayd j

Wlio still from him as fast away did flie,

Ne once for ought her speedy passage stayd,

Till that at length she did before her spie

Sir Artegall, to whom she streight did hie

With gladfull hast, in hope of him to get

Succour against her greedy enimy :

Who seeing her approch gan forward set,

To saue her from her feare, and him from force

to let.

7
But he like hound full greedy of his pray,

Being impatient of impediment,

Continu'd still his course, and by the way
Thought with his speare him quight haue

ouerwent.

So both together ylike felly bent.

Like fiercely met. I>ut Artegall was stronger,

And better skild in Tilt and Turnament,
And bore him quite out of his saddle, longer

Then two speares length ; So raischiefe ouer-

matcht the wronjier.

i
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id in his fall misfortune him mistooke
;

"or on his head vnhappily he pight,

rhat his owne waight his necke asunder broke,

^nd left there dead. Meane while the other

Knight
)efeated had the other faytour quight,

Ind all his bowels in his body brast

:

V'hom leauing there in that dispiteous plight,

^e ran still on, thinking to follow fast

ts other fellow Pagan, which before him past.

9
1 stead of whom finding there ready prest

iir Arte^all, without discretion

ie at him ran, with ready speare in rest :

-eeing him come still so fiercely on,

>t him made againe. So both anon
!ier met, and strongly either strooke

^roke their speares
;
yet neither has forgon

iis itorses backe, yet to and fro long shooke,

id tottred like two towrcs, which through

a tempest quooke.

lO

jt when againe they had recouercd sence,

'heydrewtheirswor(Js,inmiiKltomakeamcnds

'or wljat their S{)eares had fayld of their pretence.

Vhich when the Damzell.whothoscdcadly ends
)f both her foes had secne, and now her frends

"or her Ixginniiig a more fearefull fray,
'

' them runnes in hiist. and lierhaire rends,

.; to them their cruell hands to stay,

iiUU they both doe hearc, what she to tlicm

will say.^
II

ley stayd their lumds, when she thus gan to

speake

;

^h pjentle Knights, what meane ye thus vnwisc
' selucs unnthers wrong to wreake .''

.rong'd, whom \\.* did enterprise

i<»th ff» rcdressi^-, and lK)tli redrest likewise :

Vi- ! ssc the Taynims Ixjlh, whom ye miiy see

l<adonj,'r(nin(l. Whatdocyethendcuisc
M in..re reuinge ? if more, then I am slice,

hirh was the route of all, end your reucnge on
mcc.

12
'""1 when they Ijcardsosiiy, they l<X)kt alx)ut,

•tc if it were true, as she had told
;

»ii. re when they s;iw their fiK-s dead out of

doubt.
'

{hold.

I th«ir wrothfull hands to

.
r:v\\ <.t|l--r tn Im IkiM.

'..1.1.

rcii both his heart and hew,

-liintireaffcctiorj.nit^hhiniclrt w.

- o
Saying, Sir Knight, of pardon I you pray,

That all vnweetinghaueyou wrong'd thus sore,

Suttring my hand against my heart to stray :

Which if ye please forgiue, 1 will therefore

Yeeld for amends my selfe yours euermore,
Or what so penaunce shall by you be red.

To whom the Prince ; Certes me needeth more
To craue the same, whom errour so misled.

As that I did mistake the

But sith ye please, that both ourblamesshall die,

Amends may for the trespasse soone be made.
Since neither is cndamadg'd much thereby.

So can they both them selues full eathperswade
To faire accordaunce, and l)Oth faults to shade,
Either embracing other louingly.

And swearing faith to either on his blade,

Neuer thenceforth to nourish enmity.
But either others cause to maintaine mutually.

15
Then Artegall gan of the Prince enquire,

What were those knights, which there en
ground were layd,

And had rcceiu'd their follies worthy hire.

And for what cause they chased so that Mayd.
Certes I wote not well (the Prince then sayd)
But by aduenture found them faring so,

As by the way vnwcetingly I strayd.

And lo the Damzell selfe. whence all did gr(5w,

Of whom we may at will the whole occasion

know. ^
If)

Then they that Damzell called to them nie,

And tusked her. what were those two her fone,

From whom she carst so f;ust away did tlie
;

•And what was she her selfe so woe begone,
And for wb.;»t cause pursu'd of thim attone.

To whom she thus ; Then wote ye well, that I

Doc scruc a Quecnc, that not far hence doth
wone,

A Princessc of great powre and maiestie,

Tamous through all the world, and honor'd
far and nie.

17

Ihr name ^Inrt'lla most men vso to call

:

That is a imyTTen Oueene of high reiiownc,

I*'«»r her great bounty knowi-n ouer all,

;\nd souerainc gnue, with wliieh her royall

crowno
She doth support, and stronglv l>catctl» dowiie

The nialice of her f<K's, whii h h« r enu\'.

And at her happinc^ise do fret ajid fiowne :

Yet she her selfe the mote doth maiMiify,

.\nd cuen to her fix-s lier merries nujitiplv.
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8

Mongst many which maligne her happy state,

There is a mighty man, which wonncs here by
That with most fell despight and deadly hate,

Seekes to subuert her Crowne and dignity,

And all his powre doth thereunto apply :

And her good Knights, of which so braue

a band
Serues her, as any Princesse vnder sky,

He either spoiles, if they against him stand,

Or to his part allures, and bribeth vnder hand.

^9
Ne him suflficeth all the wrong and ill,

Which he vnto her people does each day.

But that he seekes by traytrous traines to

spill

Her person, and her sacred selfe to slay :

That ye heauens defend, and turne away
From her, vnto the miscreant him selfe,

That neither hath religion nor fay.

But makes his God of his vngodly pelfe,

And Idols serues ; so let his Idols serue the Elfe.

20

To all which cruell tyranny they say.

He is prouokt, and stird vp day and night

By his bad wife, that hight Ajidshr
Whocounselshim through confidence ofmight,
To breake all bonds of law, and rules of right.

For she her selfe professeth mortall foe

To lustice, and against her still doth fight,

Working to all, that loue her, deadly woe,

AndmakingallherKnightsand people to doe so.

21

Which my liege Lady seeing, thought it best.

With that his wife in friendly wise to deale.

For stint of strife, and stablishment of rest

Both to her selfe, and to her common weale.

And all forepast displeasures to repeale.

So me in message vnto her she sent,

To treat with her by way of enterdeale.

Of finall peace and faire attonement,

Which might concluded be by mutuall consent.

22

All times haue wont safe passage to afford

To messengers, that come for causes iust

:

But this proude Dame disdayning all accord,

Not onely into bitter termes forth brust,

Reuiling me, and rayling as she lust.

But lastly to make proofe of vtmost shame^
Me like a dog she out of dores did thrust,

Miscalling me by many a bitter name,
That neuer did her ill, ne once deserued blame.

^3

And lastly, that no shame might wanting be,

When I was gone, soone after me she sent

These twofalseKnights,whom thereye lyingsec

To be by them dishonoured and shent

:

But thankt be God, and your good hardiment

They haue the price of their owne folly payd.

So said this Damzell, that hight SamienL
And to those knights, for their so noble ayd.

Her selfe most gratefuU shew'd, and heapec

thanks repayd.

Butthey nowhauing throughlyheard,andseen(

Al those great wrongs, the which that mayc
complained

To haue bene done against her Lady Queene
By that proud dame, which her so much dis

dained, [fained

Were moued much thereat, and twixt then

Withalltheirforcetoworkeauengementstrong

Vppon the Souldan selfe, which it mayntained

And on his Lady, th'author of that wrong,

And vppon all those Knights, that did to hei

belong.
25

But thinking best by counterfet disguise

To their deseigne to make the easier way,
Theydidthiscomplottwixtthemseluesdeuise,

First, that sir Artegall should him array,

Likeone of those two Knights,which dead there

And then that Damzell, the sad Samient, [lay. •

Should as his purchast prize with him conuay

Vnto the Souldans court, her to present

Vnto his scornefull Lady,that for her had sent.

26

So as they had deuiz'd, sir Artegall

Him clad in th'armour of a Pagan knight,

And taking with him, as his vanquisht thrall,

That Damzell, led her to the Souldans right.

Where soone as his proud wife of her had sight,

Forth of her window as she looking lay,

She weenedstreight, itwas her Paynim Knight,

Which brought that Damzell, as his purchast

And sent to him a Page, that mote direct his

way.J
27

Who bringing them to their appointed place,

Offred his seruice to disarme the Knight

;

But he refusing him to let vnlace,

For doubt to be discouered by his sight,

Kepthimselfestillinhisstraungearmourdight,

Soone after whom the Prince arriucd there,

And sending to the Souldan in despight ^
A bold defyance, did of him requere "'

That Damzell, whom he held as wrongful!

pnsonere.

A
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28

erewith the Sonldun all with furie fraught,

i^earing, and banning most blasphemously,

immaundedstraighthisarmour to be brought,

id mounting straight vpon a charret hye,

ith yron whceles and hookes arm'd dread-

fully,

id drawne of cruell steedes, which he had fed

ith flesh of men, whom through fell tyranny

islaughtred had,and ere they were halfe ded,

rir bodies to his beasts for prouender did

spred.^
29

[orth he came all in a cote of plate,

irnisht with bloudicrust, whiles on the greene

le Briton Prince him readie did awayte,

glistering armcs right goodly well beseene,

lat shone as bright, as doth the heauen
sheene

;

id by his stirrup Talus did attend,

aying his pages part, as he had beene
;fore directed by his Lord ; to th'end

should liis flalc to tinall execution bend,

30
.'S goe they both together to their gcare,

ith like fierce minds, but meanings different :

r the proud Souldan with presumpteous
'heare,

intcnance sublime and insolent,

oncly slaughter and auengemcnt

:

it liie braue Prince for honour and for right,

linst tortious i)Owre and lawlesse regiment,

the behulfc of wronged weake did light

:

re in his causes truth he trusted then in

might.
31

c to the Thracian Tyrant, who they say
ito his horsfs guuc his guests for meat,
11 he himselfe was made their grcedie pray,
id t(irne in jHx-ces by Alcides gnat,

t thought the .Souldan in his follies threat,

thcr the Prince in tK'C<cs to haue lornc
ith his sharjK- whccli-s, in his first ragt-s heat,

r vn'!' 'iv horses feet haut- Ixjrne

J tr.ii vsne in dust his thoughts dis-

dained Mi^rnc.
32

I the boM child that jHrill well espying,
h" tcMi rashlv tf> his rliant drew,

s|K't<lie flying,

ir did escliew.

1 by, the Pagan thrt-w

' with so ini|)etuous force,

i.it had hr not it shnnM with hecdfull vew

,

I. ..I lii.iiM Ifr tnmsfixcil. ox his horse,

11 both one inasM: withouten more

33
Oft drew the Prince vnto his charret nigh.

In hope some stroke to fasten on him neare
;

But he was mounted in his seat so high.

And his wingfooted coursers him did beare

So fast away, that ere his readie speare

He could aduance, he farre was gone and past.

Vet still he bim did follow euery where,

And followed was of him likewise full fast :

So long as in his steedes the flaming breath did

last.
34

Againe the Pagan threw another dart,

Of which he had with him abundant store.

On euery side of his embatteld cart,

And of all other weapons lesse or more,

Which warlike vses had dcuiz'd of yore.

The wickcdshaftguyded through th'ayriewyde,
By some bad spirit, that it to mischiefe bore,

Stayd not, till through his curat it did glyde,

And made a griesly wound in his enriuen side.

3S
Much was he grieucd with that haplesse throe,

That opened had the welspring of his blood
;

But much the more that to his hateful! foe

He mote not come, to wreake his wrathfull

mood.
That made him raue, like to a Lyon wood.

Which being wounded of the huntsmans hand
Can not come neare him in the couert wood.

Where he with boughes hath built his shady

stand,

And fenst himselfe about with many a flaming

brand.
^^

Still when he sought t'approch vnto him ny.

His charret wheeles about him whirled round,

.'\nd made him backe againe as fast to tly
;

And eke his steedes like to an hungry hound,

That hunting after game hath rarrion found,

So cruellv did him purscw and chace.

That his good steed, all were he much renound

Por noble counige, and for hardie race.

Durst not endi^re their sight, but tied from

place to place.
' '

37
Thus long they trast, and traucrst to and fro.

Seeking by euerv wav to make some breach.

\'i-t could the Prince not nigh vnto him g<H-.

'i'lial one sure stroke he might vnto him nach,

Whereby his strtiigtlus ;Ls.s;iy he might hitii

teach.

At List from his vii torious shield Uc d rew

The vailc.whirhdi(lhis|»owrefulllightcm|H'ach;

.\7in coniiniiig full before his horses vew,

As they v|K)n him prest, it plaine to llu-m did

shew.
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38
Like lightening flash, that hath thegazerburned,

So did the sight thereof their sense dismay.

That backeagainevponthemseluestheyturned,
And with their ryder ranne perforce away :

Ne could the Souldan them from flying stay,

With raynes, or wonted rule, as well he knew.
Nought feared they, what he could do, or say,

But th'onely feare, that was before their vew
;

From which like mazed deare, dismayfuUy they

flew.
39

Fast did they fly,as them their feete could beare,

High ouer hilles, and lowly ouer dales,

As they were follow'd of their former feare.

In vaine the Pagan bannes, and sweares, and
rayles,

And backe with both his handsvntohimhayles

The resty raynes, regarded now no more :

He to them calles and speakes, yet nought
auayles

;

They heare him not, they haue forgot his lore,

But go, which way they list, their guide they

haue forlore.
40

As when the firie-mouthed steeds, which drew
The Sunnes bright wayne to Phaetons decay,

Soone as they did the monstrous Scorpion vew.
With vgly craples crawling in their way.
The dreadfull sight did them so sore affray,

That their well knowen courses they forwent.

And leading th'euer-burning lampe astray,

This lower world nigh all to ashes brent.

And left their scorched path yet in the firma-

ment.
41

Such was the furie of these head-strong steeds,

Soone as the infants s\jnlijj>e_shield they saw,
That all obedience both to words and deeds
They quite forgot, and scornd all former law

;

Through woods, and rocks, and mountaines
they did draw

The yron charet, and the wheelcs did teare,

And tost the Paynim, without feare or awe
;

From side to side they tost hirahere and there.

Crying to them in vaine, that nould his crying

heare.
42

Yet still the Prince pursew'd him close behind.
Oft making offer him to smite, but found
No easie meanes according to his mind.
At last they haue all oucrthrowne to ground
Quite topside turucy, and the pagan hound
Amongst the yron hookes and graples keene,
Torne all to rags, and rent with many a wound.
That no whole peece of him was to be scene,

But scattred all about, and strow'd vpon the

greene.

43
Like as the cursed sonne of Theseus,

That following his chace in dewy morne,
To fly his stepdames loues outrageous.

Of his owne steedes was all to peeces torne.

And his faire limbs left in the woods forlorne
;

That for his sake Diana did lament, [mourne.
And all the wooddy Nymphes did wayle and
So was this Souldan rapt and all to rent.

That of his shape appear'd no litle moniment.

44
Onely his shield and armour, which there lay.

Though nothing whole, but all to brusd and
broken,

He vp did take, and with him brought away,
That mote remaine for an eternall token

To all, mongst whom this storie should be

spoken,

How worthily, by heauens high decree,

lusticethatday of wrong her selfe had wroken,

That all men which that spectacle did see.

By like ensample mote for euer warned bee.

45
So on a tree, before the Tyrants dore.

He caused them be hung in all mens sight,

To be a moniment for euermore.

Which when his Ladie from the castles hight

Beheld, it much appald her troubled spright

:

Yet not, as women wont in dolcfull fit.

She was dismayd, or faynted through affright,

But gathered vnto her her troubled wit.

And gan eftsoones denize to be aueng'd for it.

Streight downe she ranne, like an enraged cow,

That is berobbed of her youngling dere.

With knife in hand, and fatally did vow.
To wreake her on that niayden messengere,

Whom she had causd be kept as prisonere.

By Artegall, misween'd for her owne Knight,

That brought her backe. And comming
present there.

She at her ran with all her force and might.

All flaming with reuenge and furious despight.

47
.

Like raging Ino, when with knife in hand
She threw her husbands murdred infant out,

Or fell Medea, ^\ hen on CoJchicke strand

Her brothers bones she scattered all about

;

Or as that madding mother, mongst the rout

Of Bacchus Priests her owne deare flesh did

teare.

Yet neither Ino, nor Medea stout.

Nor all the Mcrnades so furious were, [there.

As this bold woman, when she saw that Damzell
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48
t Artegall being thereof aware,

id stay her cruel 1 hand, ere she her raught,

nd as she did her selfe to strike prepare,

ut of lier fist the wicked weapon caught

:

"ith that like one enfelon'd or distraught,

le forth did rome, whether her rage her bore,

'ith franticke passion,and with furie fraught

;

nd breaking forth out at a posterne dore,

to the \\y\d wood ranne, her dolours to

deplore.

49
a mad bytch, when as the franticke fit

er burning tongue with rage inflamed hath,

oth runne at randon, and with furious bit

latchingateuery thing,dothwreakehcrwrath

n man and beast, that commeth in her path,

tiere they doe say, that she transformed was
ito a Tygre, and that Tygrcs scath

I crueltic and outrage she did pas,

proue hersurname true, that she imposed has.

50.
;n Arlegall himselfe discoucring plaine,

id issue forth gainst all that warlike rout

f knights and armed men, which did main-
taine

lat Ladies part, and to the Souldan lout

:

II which he did assault with courage stout.

11 were they nigh an hundred knightsof name,
nd like wyld Goates them chactd all about,

lying from place to jilacc with cowheard
shame,

that with fmall force them all he ouercamc.

51

en caused he the gates be opened wydc,
nd there tlie Prince, as viclour of that day,
ith trvumph entertavn'd and glorifydc,

'ing him with all the rich arrav,

i.dl rH)m[>e,whi<h there long hidden lay,

.irch.xst tiirough lawlcssc powrc and tortious

wrruig

f that proud S<)uIdan,whom he earst did slay.

) Ijoth for rest ll^re hauing stayfl not long,

rcht with that mayd, (it matter for another
song.

%^*

CauL IX.

Arthur atid Artegall catch Giiyle

uhom Talus doth dismay,

They to Mercillaes pallace come,

and see her rich array.

I

What Tygre, or what other saluage wight
Is so exceeding furious and fell,

As wrong,whenithatharm'd it selfewith might?
Not fit mongst men, that doe with reason mell,

But mongst wyld beasts and saluage woods to

dwell

;

Where stillthe strongerdoththeweakedeuoure,

And they that most in boldncsse doe excell,

Are dreadded most,and feared fortheir powre:
Fit for Adicia, there to build her wicked bowre.

2

There let her wonne farre from resort of men,
Where righteous Artegall her late exyled

There let her euer kecpe her damned den.

Where none may be with her lewd parts

defykd.

Nor none but beasts may Ix- of her dcs|>oyled :

And turne we to the noble Prince, where late

We did him Icauc, after that he had foylcd

The cruell Souldan, and with drcadfuU fate

Had vtterly subuerted his vnrightcous state.

3
Where hauing with .Sir Artegall a space

Well solast in tiiat Souldans late delight.

They both resohiing now to Uauc the place,

Both it and all the wealth therein Ix-hight

Vnto that Damzell in her Latlies right.

And so would haue departi-d on their way.
Put shethcin woo'dbvallthcineanesshemight.

And earni-stly Ix-sought, to wend that day
With her, to sec her Ladie thence not farre away.

4
By whose entreat ie both tluv ouercommen,
.'\gree to goc with her. and l>y the wav,
(.\s often falli-s) of sundry things did » omineii.

Mongst which that I )ani/ill<lid totlumbewray
A slraimge aduenlnre, whii h not farre thence

lay ;

To weet a wicked villaine, lx>ld and stout,

Which woiuied in a ro< ke not farre away,
That rohJM-d all the ((Muitrie there alxnit,

.\nd brought the jiilhige honje, whence none
coulil get it out.
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Thereto both his owne wylie wit, (she sayd)

And eke the fiistnesse of his dweUing place,

Both vnassaylable, gaue him great ayde :

For he so crafty was to forge and face,

So Hght of hand, and nymble of his pace,

So smooth of tongue, and subtile in his tale.

That could deceiue one looking in his face
;

Therefore by name MqlensJn they him call,

Well knowen by his feates, and famous ouer all.

6

Through these his slights he many doth con-

found,

And eke the rocke, in which he wonts to dwell.

Is wondrous strong, and hewen farre vnder

ground
A dreadfull depth, how deepe no man can tell

;

But some doe say, it goeth downe to hell.

And all within, it full of wyndings is, [smell

And hidden wayes, that scarse an hound by
Can follow out those false footsteps of his,

Nenone canbacke returne,that once are gone

amis,
7

Which when those knights had heard, their

harts gan earne.

To vnderstand that villeins dwelling place.

And greatly it desir'd of her to learne,

Andby whichway they towards it should trace.

Were not (sayd she) that it should let your pace

Towards my Ladies presence by you ment,

I would you guyde directly to the place.

Then let not that (said they) stay your intent

;

For neither will one foot, till we that carle haue
hent.

p^

So forth they past, till they approched ny
Vnto the rocke, where was the villains won,
Which when the Damzellneareat handdid spy.

She warn'd the knightsthereof : who thereupon
Gan to aduize, what best were to be done.

So both agreed, to send that mayd afore,

Where she might sit nigh to the den alone,

Wayling, and raysing pittifull vprore.

As if she did some great calamitie deplore.

9
With noyse whereof when as the caytiue carle

Should issue forth, in hope to find some spoyle,

They in awayt would closely him ensnarle.

Ere to his den he backward could recoyle,

And so would hope him easily to foyle.

The Damzell straight went,as shewasdirected,

Vnto tlie rocke, and there vpon the soyle

Hauing her selfe in wretched wize abiected,

Gan weepe and wayle, as if great griefe had her

affected.

The cry whereof entring the hollow caue,

Eftsoones brought forth the villaine, as they

ment,
With hope of her some wishfull boot to haue.

Full dreadfull wight he was, as euer went
Vpon the earth, with hollow eyes deepe pent,

And long curld locks, that downe his shoulders

shagged.

And on his backe an vncouth vestiment

Made of straunge stuife, but all to worne and
ragged.

And vnderneath his breech was all to tome and
lagged.

^^

And in his hand an huge long staffe he held,

Whose top wasarm'd withmany an yron hooke,
Fit to catch hold of all that he could weld,

Or in the compasse of his douches tooke
;

And euer round about he cast his looke.

A Is at his backe a great wyde net he bore,

With which he seldome fished at the brooke,

But vsd to fish for fooles on the dry shore,

Of which he in faire weather wont to take great

store.
12

Him when the damzell saw fast by her side,

So vgly creature, she was nigh dismayd,

And now for helpe aloud in earnest cride.

But when the villaine saw her so affrayd,

He gan with guilefull words her to perswade.

To banish feare, and with Sardonian smyle
Laughing on her, his false intent to shade,

Gan forth to lay his bayte her to bcguyle,

That from her self vnwares he might her steale

the whyle.
13

Like as the foaler on his guilefull pype
Charmes to the birds full many a pleasant lay,

That they the whiles may take Icsse heedie

keepe,

How he his nets doth for their ruine lay :

So did the villaine to her prate and play,

And many pleasant trickes before her show,
To turne her eyes from his intent away :

For he in slights and iugling feates did flow,

And of legierdemayne the mysteries did know.

14
To which whilest she lent her intentiue mind,
He suddenly his net vpon her threw,

,

That ouersprad her like a puffe of wind
;

And snatching her soone vp, ere well she knew,
Ran with her fast away vnto his mew.
Crying for hclpc aloud. But when as ny
He came vnto his caue, and there did vew
The armed knights stopping his passage by,

He threw hisburden downe,andfast away didfly-
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3ut Artegall him after did pursew,

The whiles the Prince there kept the entrance

still :

Vp to the rocke he ran, and thereon flew

Like a wyld Gote, leaping from hill to hill,

And dauncing on the cragg\' clitTes at will

;

That deadly daunger seem'd in all mens sight,

To tempt such steps, where footing was so ill

:

Ne ought auayled for the armed knight,

fo thinke to follow him, that was so swift and
light.

16

^ich when he saw, his yron man he sent.

To follow him ; for he was swift in chace.

lie him pursewd, where euer that he went,

Both ouer rockes, and hilles, and euery place.

Where so he fled, he followd him apace :

So that he shortly forst him to forsake

The hight, and downe descend vnto the base.

There hehimcourstafresh,and soonedidmake
ro leaue his proper forme, and other shape to

take.

[nto a Foxe himselfe he first did toume
;

But he him hunted like a Foxe full fast

:

Then to a bush himselfe he did transforme.

But he the bush did beat, till that at last

Into a bird it chaung'd, and from him past,

Flying from tree to tree, from wand to wand :

But he then stones at it so long did cast,

That like a stone it fell vpon the land.

But he then tooke it vp, and held fast in his

liand.

iS

5o he it brouglit with him vnto the knights,

And to his I.ord Sir Arkgall it lent,

Warning him hold it fast, for fearc of slights.

Who whili-st in hand it gryping iiard he hcnt,

Into a lJcdg(hf)gge all vnwares it went,

And prirkt him so, that he away it threw.

Tlun gan it runnc away incontinent,

Ik-iiig returned to his former hew :

But Talus swjnc him oucrtookc, and backward
drew.

to
But when as lie wouU! to a snake againe

hauc turn'd hiiust-lff, \\v with his vron flavlc

(jandriucatliini,withsf)hugciin'ghtandmaiiie.

That all his bont-s, as small as sandy graylc

lie brf)kc, and did his bowels dis<-ntraylc
;

Crying in vainr for lulpc, wWn hcl|)c w:us p;tst.

So (lid dcrcipt the sclfc dcaiiur faylc,

Tllrrr thi-y him |( ft a (arrion outcast ;

For b«usts and foules to fctdc vjxjn for tlaii

r'i»'.isl.

20

Thence forth they passed with that gentle Mayd,
To see her Ladie, as they did agree.

To which when she approched, thus she sayd
;

Loe now, right noble knights, arriu'd ye bee

Nigh to the place, which ye desir'd to see :

There sliall ye see my souera\-ne Lady Queene
Most sacred wight, most debonayre and free.

That euer yet v[X)n this earth was scene,

Or that with Diademe hath euer crowned beene.

21

The gentle knights reioyced much to heare

The prayses of that Prince so manifold,

And passing litle further, commen were,

Where they a stately pallace did behold.

Ofpompousshow,muchmore then she had told;

With many towres, and tarras mounted hye.

And all their tops bright glistering with gold.

That seemed to outshine the dimmed skye,

And w ith tiieir brightnesse daz'd the straunge

beholders eye.

22

There they alighting, by that Damzell were

Directed in, and shewed all the sight

:

Whose porch, that most magnifickedidappeare,
Stood open wyde to all men day and night

;

Yet warded well by one of mickle might,

Tlaat sate thereby, with gyantlike resemblance,

To keepe out guyle, and malice, and dcspight,

That vnder shew oftimes of fayncd semblance.

Are wont in Princes courts to ^\orke great scath

and hindrance. *

II is name was Awe ; by whom they passing in

Went vp the hall, that w;\s a large wyde reionic,

All full of people making troublous din.

And wondrous noysc, as if that there were

some,

Which vnto themwas dealing righteous doome.

By whom they passing, through the thickest

preasse,

The niarsluill of the hall to them did come ;

IIisnamchightOr</«T,N\iiocommaundingj>cace,

'I'licin guyde-d through the throng, that diil

their clamors ctassc.

24

Tlicy roast their clamors v|)on tlum to gaze ;

Whf)m seeing all in arinotir bright as day,

Straunge there to see, it did them nuuh amaze,

And with vnwonted terror haUe aflray.

For ncucr saw thev tiiere the like array,

No euer was the name of warrc there s|>okcn,

\\\\\ ioyous peace and quictncsse alway.

Healing iust iu<igemcnts, that mote not be

broken

I Foriuiy brybcs,orthrcatcsof any tobe wrokcn.
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25

There as they entred at the Scriene, they saw
Some one, whose tongue was for his trespasse

Nayld to a post, adiudged so by- law : [vyle

For that therewith he falsely did reuyle,

And foule blaspheme that Queene for forged

guyle.

Both with bold speaches, which he blazed had.

And with lewd poems, which he did compyle ;

For the bold title of a Poet bad

He on himselfe had ta'en, and rayling rymes had

sprad.
26

Thus there he stood, whylest high ouer his head,

There written was the purport of his sin,

In cyphersstrange,that few could rightly read,

BON FONT: but^>ow thatoncehad written bin.

Was raced out, and Mai was now put in.

So now Malfont was plainely to be red
;

Eyther for th'euill, which he did therein,

Or that he likened was to a welhed

Of euill words, and wicked sclaunders by him
shed.

27
They passing by, were guyded by degree

Vnto the presence of that gratious Queene :

Who sate on high, that she might all men see,

And might of all men royally be scene,

Vpon a throne of gold full bright and sheene,

Adorned all with gemmes of endlesse price,

As either might for wealth haue gotten bene.

Or could be fram d by workmans rare deuice
;

And all embost with Lyons and with Flour-

deUce.
28

All ouer her a cloth of state was spred,

Not of rich tissew, nor of cloth of gold.

Nor of ought else, that may be richest red,

But like a cloud, as likest may be told,

Thatherbrodespreadingwingsdidwydevnfold;

Whose skirts were bordred with bright sunny

beams,
Glistring like gold, amongst the plights enrold,

Andhereandthereshootingforthsiluerstrcames,

Mongstwhich crept Utle Angels through theglit-

tering gleames.

Seemed those litle Angels did vphold

The cloth of state, and on their purpled wings

Did bcare the pendants, through their nim-

blesse bold :

Besides a thousand more of such, as sings

Hymnestohigh God,andcarolshcaucnly things..

Encompassed the throne, on which she sate :

She Angel-like, the heyre of ancient kings

And mightie Conquerors, in royal! state,

Whylest kings and kesars at her feet did them
prostrate.

30
Thus she did sit in souerayne Maiestie,

Holding a Scepter in her royall hand,
The sacred pledge of peace and clemencie.

With which high God had blest herhappie land,

Maugre so many foes, which did withstand.

But at her feet her sword was likewise layde,

Whose long rest rusted the bright steely brand;
Yet when as foes enforst, or friends sought

ayde.

She could it sternely draw, that all the world
dismayde.

31
And round about, before her feet there sate

A beuie of faire Virgins clad in white.

That goodly seem'd t'adorne her royall state,

All louely daughters of high loue, that hight

Litce, by him begot in loues delight,

Vpon the righteous Themis : those they say

Vpon /o/<f5iudgementseat waytdayandnight,
Andwheninwrathhe threats theworldsdecay,

They doe his anger calme, and cruell vengeance
stay.

.
32

^

They also doe by his diuine permission

Vpon the thrones of mortall Princes tend.

And often treat for pardon and remission

To suppliants, through frayltie which offend.

Those did vpon Mercillaes throne attend :

lust Dice, wise Eunomie, myld Eirene,

And them amongst, her glorie to commend.
Sate goodly Temperance in garments dene,

And sacred Reuerence, yborne of heauenly

strene.

Thus did she sit in royall rich estate,

Admyr'd ol many, honoured of all,

Whylestvnderneathherfeete,thereas she sate,

An huge great Lyon lay, that mote appall

An hardie courage, like captiued thrall,

With a strong yron chaine and coUer bound,

That once he could not moue, nor quich at all

;

Yet did he murmure with rebellious sound.

And softly royne, when saluage choler gan

redound.

.... 34
So sitting high in dreaded souerayntie,

Those two strange knights were to her pre-

sence brought

;

Who bowing low before her ^laicstie.

Did to her myld obeysance, as they ought,

And meekest boone, that they imagine mought.

To whom she eke inclyning her withall,

As a faire stoupe of her high soaring thought,

A chearefull countenance on them let fall,

Yet tempred with some maicstie imperiall.

1
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35
; the bright sunne, what time his fierie teme
'owards the westerne brim begins to draw,

lins to abate the brightnesse of his beme,

ind feruour of his flames somewhat adaw :

did this mightie Ladie, when she saw
liose two strange knights such homage to her

make,
Jate somewhat of that Maiestie and awe,

Tiat whylome wont to doe so many quake,

id with more myld aspect those two to

entertake. ^5

3w at that instant, as occasion fel],

Vhenthesetwostrangerknightsarriu'dinplace,

ihe was about affaires of common wcle,

)ealing of Justice with indifferent grace,

Lnd hearing pk-as of people meane and base,

longstwhich as then.therewas for tobeheard
^'he tryall of a great and wcightie case,

Vhirh on both sides was then debating hard

:

jt at the sight of these, those were a wliile

debard.
^^

jt after all her princely entertayne,

"o th'hearing of that former cause in hand,
ler selfe eftsoones she gan conuert againe

;

Vhich that those knights likewise mote vnder-

stand,

^nd witnesse forth aright in forrain land,

"aking them vp vnto her stately throne,

Vhcre they mote heare the matter throughly

scand

)n either part, she i)laced th'one on th'onc,

le other on the otfier side, and ncare thcni

none. ^g

len w;ls there brought, as prisoncrtothebarrc,

1 Ladie of great countenance and place.

Jut that she it with foule abuse did marre
;

ret did ap|)eare rare beaulie in her face,

Jut blutttd with condition vile and base,

rhat all her other honour did obscure,

^nU titli-s of nobilitie deface :

(\i in that wretched setnblant, she did sure

\c [K-oples yrcat comi)ii.ssi(»n vnto her allure.

39
l»cn vp arose a j^rson of decjic reach,

Uid rare insight, hard mailers to reuclc ;

riiit Will could cluirme his tongue, anil lime
his sjHMrh

fo all assa\es ; his name was called ZrU :

•1 liial Iridic- strongly to ap[)ele

iijr haynous cryinis, by lur riuinil,

\ri(i wiih shar|)o reasons rang her su< h a |H'le,

I'hat ihirsi', whfjtn she to pilie had allured,

e now I'iibhorrc and loath her i>cr5on had
procured.

40
First gan he tell, how this that seem'd so laire

And royally arayd, Duessa hight

Tliat false Duessa, which liad wrought great

care.

And mickle mischiefe vnto many a knight,

By her beguyled, and confounded quight

:

But not for those she now in question came.
Though also those mote question'd be aright,

But for vyld treasons, and outrageous shame,
Which she against the dred Mercilla oft did

frame.
41

For she whylome (as ye mote yet right well

Remember) had her counsels false conspyred,

With faithksse BlandamoKr and Paridetl,

(Both two her paramours, both by her hyred,

Andbothwithhopeofshadowesvaineinspyred,)
And with them practiz'd, how for to dcpryue
Mercilla of her crowne, by her aspyrcd.

That she might it vnto her selfe deryue,

And tryumph in their blood, whom she to death

did drvue.
42

But through high heauens grace, which fauour

not

The wicked driftes of trayterous desynes,

Gainst loiall Princes, all this cursed plot,

Ere proofe it tookc, discouertd was belyme?,
And th'actours won the meede meet for their

crymes.

Such be the meede of all, that by such mene
\'nto the type of kingdomes title cl\-mts.

But false Duessa now vntitkd Quiene,
Was brought to her sad doome, as here was to

be scene.
43

Strongly did Ztlc her haynous fact enforce.

And many other crimes of foule ilefanu^

Against her brought, to banish all nniorse,

And aggrauate the horror of her bLune.

And with him to make part against her, aime
Many graue persons, that against her pled ;

First wivs a sage old Syre, that had to name
The Kitii^doinfs care, witli a white siluer hed.

That many high regards and reasons gainst

her red.
•14

Tlicn gan Authority lur to a|'ix>se

\\ ith i)iTemptorie j)owrc, that made all mute ;

And llien the law t)f Xalions gainst her rose,

•And reasons I irought .that no man could refute;

Nrxt gan lulii^iou gainst her to impute
High Cicxls beheast, and powre o( holv lawcs ;

Then gan the IVoiiles cry and Conunons sutc,

Ini(Mirtune care of their ownc publicke aiuse :

An<l Uslly lustice chargi-d her with breach of

l.iwts.
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45
But then for her, on the contrarie part,

Rose many aduocates for her to plead :

First there came Pittie, with full tender hart,

And with her ioyn'd Regard of womanhead
;

And then came Daunger threatning hidden

dread,

And high alliance vnto forren powre
;

Then came Nobilitie of birth, that bread

Great ruth through her misfortunes tragicke

stowre
;

And lastly Grieje did plead, and many teares

forth powre.
^

With the neare touch whereof in tender hart

The Briton Prince was sore empassionate.

And woxe inclined much vnto her part.

Through the sad terror of so dreadfull fate.

And wretched ruine of so high estate.

That for great ruth his courage gan relent.

Which when as Zele perceiued to abate,

He gan his earnest feruour to augment,
And many fearefull obiects to them to present.

He gan t'efforce the euidence anew,
And new accusements to produce in place :

He brought forth that old hag of hellish hew,

The cursed Ate, brought her face to face,

Who priuie was, and partie in the case :

She, glad of spoyle and ruinous decay,

Did her appeach, and to her more disgrace.

The plot of all her practise did display,

And all her traynes, and all her treasons forth

did lay.
^g

Then brought he forth,with griesly grim aspect.

Abhorred Murder, who with bloudie knyfe

Yet dropping fresh in hand did her detect,

And there withguiltie bloudshed charged ryfe:

Then brought he forth5^iz7zon,breedingstryfe

In troublous wits, and mutinous vprore :

Then brought he forth Incontinence of lyfe,

Euen foule Adulterie her face before.

And lewd Impietie, that her accused sore.

49
All which when as the Prince liad heard and

scene.

His former fancies ruth he gan repent.

And from her partie eftsoones was drawen
cleene.

But Artegnll with constant firme intent,

For zeale of Justice was against her bent.

So was she guiltie deemed of tliem all.

Then Zele began to vrge her punishment.

And to their Qucene for iudgement loudly call,

Vnto Mercilla myld for Justice gainst the thrall.

50
But she, whose Princely breast was touched ner

With piteous ruth of her so wretched plight

Though plaine she saw by all, that she di

heare.

That she of death was guiltie found by right

Yet would not let iust vengeance on her light

But rather let in stead thereof to fall

Few perlingdrops from her fairelampcs of light

The which she couering with her purple pall

Would haue the passion hid, and vp aros

withali.

Ca7it. X,

Prince Arthur takes the enterprize

Jor Beige for to fight.

Gerioneos Seneschall

he slayes in Beiges right.

I

Some Clarkes doe doubt in their deuicefull art

Wliether this heauenly thing, whereof I trea*

To weeten Mercie, be of Justice part,

Or drawne forth from her by diuine extreate

This well I wote, that sure she is as great,

And meriteth to haue as high a place,

Sith in th'Almighties euerlasting seat

She first was bred, and borne of heauenly race

From thence pour'd down on men, by influenc

of grace.

For if that Vertue be of so great might,

Which fiom iust verdict will for nothing star

But to preserue inuiolated right.

Oft spilles the principall, to saue the part

;

So much more then is that of powre and art

That seekes to saue the subiect of her skill,

Yet neuer doth from doome of right depart

As it is greater prayse to saue, then spill,_

And better to reforme,- then to cut off the ill.

3
Who then can thee, Mercilla, throughly pray»

That herein doest all earthly Princes pas ?

Wliat heauenly Muse shall thy great honoi

rayse

Vp to the skies, whence first deriu'd it vi-as,

And now on earth it selfe enlarged has.

From th'vtmost brinke of the Arynericke sh(rf>

Vnto the margent of the Molucas ?
^

Tiiose Nations farre thy iustice doe adore:-

But thine owne people do thy mercy pray!

much more.

i
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b more it praysed was of those two knights
;

; noble Prince, and righteous Artegall,

en they had scene and heard her doome
rights

linst Diiessa, damned by them all

;

; by her tempred without griefe or gall,

strong constraint did her thereto enforce.

i yet euen then ruing her wilfuU fall,

:h more then needfuU naturall remorse,

yeelding the last honour to her wretched

orsc.

ng all which, those knights continu'd there,

;h doing and receiuing curtesies,

that great Ladie, who with goodly chere

;m entertayn'd, fit for their dignities,

^rouing dayly to their noble e}-es

yall examples of her mercies rare,

d worthie paterns of her clemencies
;

lich till this day mongst many lining are,

I them to their posterities doe still declare.

6

>ngst the rest, which in that space befell,

irre came two Springals of full tender yearcs,

Te tlience from forrein land, where they

lid dwell,

seeke for succour of her and of her Peares,

th humble prayers and intrcatfull teares
;

It by their mother, who a widow was,

apt in great dolours and in deadly feares,

a strong Tyrant, who iiiuadcd has

land, and ihiiiie her children ruefully alas.

7

name was Bd^e, who in former age

^adie of great worth and wealth had l)eene,

J mother of a frutcfull herit:ige, [scene

inseuentoenegorKJlysonncs; which who had
their first flowre, before this fatall teene

•m ouertooke, and their faire blossomes
(lastefj,

re luippic mother would her surely wccnc,

•n famous Siobe, before she t;isted

ciiildrens wrath, that all her issue

'
. « . .

this fi-HTyrant,thrf)ugh his tortious powre,
i\ Uft luT now but fine of all that l)r()fKl :

' twclue of them he did bv times deuourc,

d to his Idols surrifire their blcMHJ,

I vlcHt he of notir w-.is stoppvd . nor wi t hst oo<|

.

• IS one of rnaiclilrsse might,
'

. riri'l rlrcailliil! ni'w!,

m OIK- \\

-.f three, )•

'it.

I him

And sooth they say, that he was borne and bred
Of Gyants race, the sonne of Geryon,

He that whylome in Spaine so sore was dred,

For his huge powre and great oppression,

Which brought that land to his subiection.

Through his three bodies powre, in one com-
bynd

;

And eke all strangers in that region

Arryuing, to his kyne for food assynd
;

The fayrest kyne aUue, but of the fiercest kynd.

lO

For they were all, they say, of purple hew.
Kept by a cowheard, hight Euryiion,

A cruell carle, the which all strangers slew,

Ne day nor night did sleepe, t'attend them on,

But walkt about them euer and anone.

With his two headed dogge, that OrOirus hight

;

Orthrus begotten by great Typhaou,

And foule Echidna, in the house of night

;

But Hercules them all did ouercome in fight.

II

His sonne was this, Geryotieo hight,

\Mio after that his monstrous father fell

Vnder Alcidts club, streight tooke his Hight

From that sad land, where he his syre did

quell.

And came to this, where Bilge then did dwell,

And flourish in all wealth and happinesse.

Being then new made widow (as befell)

After her Noble husbands late decesse ;

Which gaue beginning to her woe and ivretchtd-

nesse.
12

Tlien this bold Tyrant, of her widowhcd
Taking aduap.tage. and her yet fresh woes,

Himselfe and seruice to her offered,

Her to defend against all forrein foes,

That should their powre against her right

oppose.

Whereof she gLul, now needing strong defence,

Him entertayn'd,and did her champion chose:

Which long he vsd with rarefull diligence,

The better to conlirme her fearelesse confidence.

13

By mcancs whereof, she eiid at last commit
All to his hands, and gaue him soueniine

i
owrc

To doe, what euer he thouj^ht gocul or tit.

Which liauing got, lie gan forth fre>m that

how re

Tostirri' vpstrife.andmany aTr.\gickeslowrc,

(iiuiiig her dearest rhiliiren one l>y one
N'nto II dreadful! Monster to deuoure,

.And setting vp an lti<»le of his owne,
Tlie image of his raonstrous parent Ceryone,

SSER M
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14

So tyrannizing, and oppressing all,

The woeful! widow had no meanes now left,

But vnto gratious great Mercilla call

For avde, against that cruell Tyrants theft,

Ere all her children he from her had reft.

Therefore these two,her eldest sonnes she sent,

To seeke for succour of this Ladies gieft

:

To whom their sute they humbly did present,

In th'hearing of full many Knights and Ladies

gent.

15
Amongst the which then fortuned to bee

The noble Briton Prince,with his braue Peare

;

Who when he none of all those knights did see

Hastily bent, that enterprise to heare,

Nor vndertake the same, for cowheard feare.

He stepped forth with courage bold and great,

Admyr'd of all the rest in presence there,

And humbly gan that mightie Queene entreat.

To graunt him that aduenture for his former

feat.
16

She gladly graunted it : then he straight way
Himselfe vnto his iourney gan prepare,

And all his armours readie dight that day,

That nought the morrow next mote stay his

fare.

The morrow next appear'd, with purple hayre
Yet dropping fresh out of the Indian fount,

And bringing hght into the heaucns fayre,

When he was readie to his steede to mount,
Vnto his way, which now was all his care and

count.
17

Then taking humble leaue of that great Queene,

WTio gaue him roiall giftes and riches rare,

As tokens of her thankefull mind beseene,

And leaning Artegall to his owne care,

Vpon his voyage forth he gan to fare,

With those two gentle youthes, which him did

guide,
_

And all his way before him still prepare.

Ne after him did Artegall abide.

But onhisfirst aduenture forward forthdid ride.

18

It was not long, till that the Prince arriued

Within the land, where dwelt that Ladie sad.

Whereof that Tyrant had her now depriued,

And into moores and marshes banisht had,

Out of the pleasant soyle, and cittics glad,

In which she wont to harbour happily :

But now his cruelty so sore she drad,

That to those fennes for fastnessc she did fly,

And there her selfe did hyde from his hard
tyranny.

.
^9

There he her found in sorrow and dismay.

All solitarie without liuing wight

;

For all her other children, through affray,

Had hid themselues, or taken further flight:

And eke her selfe through sudden strange

affright.

When one in armes she saw, began to fly
;

Butwhen herowne two sonnes she had in sight,

She gan take hart, and looke vp ioyfuUy :

For well she wist this knight came, succour to

supply.
20

And rurming vnto them with greedy ioyes,

Fell straight about their neckes, as they did

kneele,

AndburstingforthintearesjAhmysweetboyes,

(Sayd she) yet now I gin new life to feele.

And feeble spirits, that gan faint and reele,

Now rise againe, at this your ioyous sight.

Alreadie seemes that fortunes headlong wheele

Begins toturne,and smineto shine more bright,

Then it was wont, through comfort of this nobk
knight.& 21

Then turning vnto him ; And you Sir knight

(Said she) that takenhaue this toylesome paine

For wretched woman, miserable wight.

May you in heauen immortall guerdon gaine

For so great trauell, as you doe sustaine :

For other meede may hope for none of mee,

Towhomnoughtelse,butbareHfedothrcmaine,
And that so wretched one, as ye do see

Is liker lingring death, then loathed life to bee.

22

Much was he moued with her piteous plight,

And low dismounting from his loftie steede,

Gan to recomfort her all that he might,

Seeking to driue away deepe rooted dreede.

With hope of helpe in that her greatest neede

So thence he wished her with him to wend,

Vntosomeplace,where they moterestandfeedf
Andshe takecomfort,whichGodnowdid send:

Good hart in euils doth the euils much amend ,

Ay me (sayd she) and whether shall I goe ?

Are not all places full of forraine powres ?

]\Iy pallaces possessed of my foe,

My cities sackt, and their sky-thrcating towr^

Raced ,andmadesmooth fieldsnow full of ilowri

Onely these marishes, and myrie bogs,

In which the fearefull ewftes do build the;

bowres,

Yeeld me an hostry mongst the croking iio^-^

And harbour here in safety from those rauenc

doiis.

i
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thlesse (said he) deare Ladie \\ ith me goe,

smeplace shall vs receiue, and harbour yield;

not, we will it force, maugre your foe,

nd purchase it to vs with speare and shield :

nd if all fayle, yet farewell open field :

ae earth to all her creatures lodging lends,

'ithsuch his chearefull speaches he dothwield

er mind so well, that to his will she bends

d bynding vp her locks and weeds, forth witli

hiiii wends.
25

;y came vnto a Citie farre vp land,

le which whylome that Ladies owne had
bene ;

jt now by force extort out of her hand,

/ her strong foe, who had defaced cleene

erstatelytowres,andbuildingssunnysheene;

lut v[) her liaucn, mard her marchants trade,

jblxd her people, that full rich had beene,

id in her necke a Castle huge had made,
: which did her commaund, without needing
perswade.

^

it Castle was the strength of all that state,

itill that state bystrength waspulled downe,
id that same citie, so now ruinate,

id bene the kcye of all that kingdomcs
crowne

;

>th goodly Castle, and both goodly Townc,
11 that th'offendcd heaucns list to lowre
»on their blisse, and balcfuU fortune frownc.
hon those gainst states and kingdomcs do

re,

n can thinke their hedlong ruinc to

recure.
.27

he had brought it now in scruile bond,
f\ made it btare the yoke of iiujuisition,

.: long time in vaine it to withsiond
;

\ 1 at List {() Muikc most base subnaission,
d lile cnioy for any competition.
""'V he liath new liwes and ortkrs new

on it, with many a hard condition,
'I i')f(cd it, the honour that is dtw
jod, to doc vnto his Idolc most vntrew.

28
liin he hath. Ixforc this Castle grccnc,
il: a fairc CliapiKll, an*! an Altar framed

!v lu«)ry, full ri< h bcsccnc,
l» tluit cursed Mole farre proclamed.

• [>. and him his ('.«k1 liulh nuincd,
M in siiifiillsiicrilicc

ii of men, to (Jo<is owne likcncsso
I.

forth their bloud in brutishc wizc,
- .*... . . ..J cyci) to see it wouM agrizc.

29

I

And for more horror and more crueltie,

Vnder that cursed Idols altar stone
An hideous monster doth in darknesse lie,

Whose dreadfull shape was neuer scene of none
That hues on earth ; but vnto those alone
The which vnto him sacrificed bee.

Those hedeuoures, they say , both flesh and bone:
What else they haue, is all the Tyrants fee;

So that nowhitof thtmremayning one may see.

There eke he placed a strong garrisone.

And set a Seneschall of dreaded might,
That by his powre oppressed euery one,
And vanquished all ventrous knights in light

;

Towhom he wont shew all the shame he might.
After that them in battell he had wonne.
To which when now they gan approch in sight,

The Ladie counseld him the place to shonne,
Whereas so many knights had fouly bene

fordonne.
31

Her fearefull speaches nought he did regard.

But ryding streight vnder the Castle wall.

Called aloud vnto the watchfuU ward,
Which there did wayte, willing them forth tocall

Into the field their Tyrants Seneschall.

Towhom when tydings thereof came, hestreight
Cals for his amies, and arming him withall,

Eftsoones forth pricked proudly in his might,
And gan with courage fierce addresse him to

the light.
*'

32
They both encounter in the middle plaine,

And their sliarpe spcares doe both together
smile

Amid their shields, with so huge might and
niaine.

That seem'd tlieir soules they wold haue ryucn
quight

Out of their breasts, with furious despight.
Wl could the Seneschals no entrance hnd
lnl<j the Prince's shiild, win re it em[)ight

;

So pure the mtttall was, and \\ell rttvnd,
Hut shiuered all about, and se-atlered in the

wynd.
.

^^^

Not so the Princes, but with restle-ssc force,

Into his shield it readie pass;igc foutui.

Both through his haU riion.aud eke his corse:

Which tombliiig deiwne vixm the ^eIl^clls^c

ground,

Ciaueleauevntohisghostfromlhraliiomelxjund,
To wander in the gril•^Iv shades of night.

TheredidthcPrincx-himleaucindiadlvswouml,
And thence vnto the e-astle nuirehtd riglit,

To see if eijt ranex" there ;is yet obtaine he might.
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34
But as he nigher drew, three knights he spyde,

All arm'd to point, issuing forth a pace,

Which towards himwithalltheirpowredidryde,
And meeting him right in the middle race,

Did all their speares attonce on him enchace.

As three great Culuerings for battrie bent,

And leueld all against one certaine place,

Doe all attonce their thunders rage forth rent,

Tiiat makes the wals to stagger with astonish-

ment.
35

So all attonce they on the Prince did thonder
;

Who from his saddle swarued nought asyde,

Ne to theirforcegaueway,thatwasgreatwonder,

But like a buhvarke, firmely did abyde,

Rebutting him, which in the midst did ryde,

With so huge rigour, that his mortall speare

Past through his shield, and pierst through

either syde.

That downe he fell vppon his mother deare,

And powred forth his wretched life in deadly
dreare. ^

^^^lom when his other fellowes saw, they fled

As fast as feete could carry them away
;

And after them the Prince as swiftly sped.

To be aueng'd of their vnknightly play, [stay,

There whilest they entring, th'one did th'other

The hindmost in the gate he ouerhent.

And as he pressed in, liim there did slay :

His carkasse tumbling on the threshold, sent

His groning soule vnto her place of punishment.

37
The other which was entred, laboured fast

Tosperrethegate; but that same lumpe of clay,

Whosegrudgingghost was thereout fledand past

,

Right in the middest of the threshold lay.

That it the Posterne did from closing stay :

The whiles the Prince hard prcased in betweene.
And entraunce wonne. Streight th'other lied

away,
And ran into the Hall, where he did weene
Him sclfe to saue : but lie there slew him at the

skreene. „
38

Then all tlie rest which in that Castle were,
Seeing that sad ensample tliem before,

Durst not abide, but fled away for feare.

And them conuayd out at a Posterne dore.

Long sougiit the Prince, but when he found
no more

T'oi)pose against his powre, he forth issued

Vnto that Lady, wliere he her had lore.

And her gan ciieare, with what she there had
vewed, [shevred.

And what she had not scene, within vnto her

39
Who with right humble thankes him goodly

greeting.

For so great prowesse, as he there had proued,

!Much greater then was euer in her weeting.

With great admiraunce inwardly was moued,
And honourd him, with all that her hehoued.

Thenceforth into that Castle he her led,

With her two sonnes, right deare of her beloued

,

Whereallthatnight them selues theycherished,

Andfrom her balefullmindeallcare he banished.

Ca7it XI.

Prince Arthnre oucrcomes the great

Gerioneo in fight

:

Doth slay the Monster, and restore

Beige vnto her right.

It often fals in course of common life.

That right long time is ouerborne of \NTong,

Through auarice, or powre, or guile, or strife,

That weakens her, and makes her party strong;

But Justice, though her dome she doe prolong,

Yet at the last she will her o^\ne cause right.

As by sad Beige seemes, whose wrongs though
long

She suffred, yet at length she did requight.

And sent redresse thereof by this braue Britcn

Knight.
*= 2

Whereofwhenneweswasto thatTyrantbrought,
How that the Lady Bclgc now had found

A Chami)ion,thathadwiihhisChampion fought,
And laid his Seneschall low on the ground,

And eke him selfe did threaten to confound,

He gan to burne in rage, and friese in feare.

Doubting sad end of principle vnsound ;

Yet sith he heard but one, that did appcare,

He did him selfe encourage, and take better

chcare.
3

Nathelesse him selfe he armed all in hast,

And forth he far'd with all his many bad,

Ne stayed step, till that he came at last

Vnto the Castle, which they conquerd had.

There with huge terrour, to be more vdrad,

He sternely marcht before the Castle gate,

And with bold vaunts, andydlethrcatning bad
Deliuer liim his owne, ere yet too late.

To which they had no right, nor any wrongful!

state.
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The Prince staid not his aunswere to deuize,

But opening streight the Sparre, forth to him
canie,

Full nobly mounted in right warlike wize
;

And asked him, if that he were the same,

Who all that wrong vnto that wofull Dame
So long had done, and from her natiue land

Exiled her, that all the world spake shame.

He boldly aunswerd him, he there did stand

That would his doings iustihe with his owne
hand.

With that so furiously at him he flew.

As if he would haue ouerrun him streight,

And with his huge great yron axe gan hew
So hideously vppon his armour bright.

As he to peeces would haue cliopt it quight

:

That the bold Prince was forced foote to giue

To his first rage, and yeeld to his despight

;

The whilest at him so dreadfully he driue,

That seem'd a marble rocke asunder could

haue riue.
^

Thereto a great aduauntage eke he has

Tlirough his three double, hands thrise

multiplyde.

Besides the doublestrength ,which in themwas

:

For stil when fit occasion did bctydc,

He could his weapon shift from side to syde,

From hand to hand, and with such nimblessc

sly

Could wield about, that ere it were espidc,

The wicked stroke did wound his enemy,

Beliinde, beside, before, as he it list apply.

7
Which vncouth vse when as t he Prmcc pcrcciucd

.

He gan to watrh the wiehJin^ of his hand,

Least by such sli;,'ht he were vnwares deceiucd

;

And euer ere he saw the stroke to land,

He would it meetc, and warily withstand.

One time, when he his weapon faviid to siiift.

As he was wont .and chaiitjM from hand to hand.

lie met him with a counterstroke so swift.

Tlial quite smit off his armc, as lie it vp diti lift.

8

Tlierewiih, all fraiight with fury and distlainc,

He bravd alo\id for very fell despi^'iil,

Anrl sfxlainely t'aueni^-e hini s<lfe av^-aiiie,

flan into one usseiiiMe all the nii;'iil

Of all his hands, and heautd tluin on hij,'ht,

Thinking to juiv him with that owv for all

:

But the saf 1 st«ele seizd not .where it was hi^jht

.

VpfKin thcchildr.but Hoinewhat short did fall,

And lit'htini' on his horses liea<l. him quite did

mall.

Do^^-ne streight toground fellhis astonisht steed,

And eke to th'carth his burden with him bare :

But he him selfe full lightly from him freed,

And gan him selfe to fight on foote prepare.

Whereof when as the Gyant was aware,

He wox right blyth, as he had got thereby,

And laught so loud, that all his teeth wide bare

One might haue scene enraung'd disorderly.

Like to a rancke of piles, that pitched are awrj-.

lO

Eftsoones againe his axe he raught on hie.

Ere he were throughly buckkd to his gtare,

And can let driue at liim so dreadfuUie,

That had he chaunccd not his shield to reare,

Ere that huge stroke arriucd on him neare.

He had him surely clouen quite in twaine.

But th'AdamantiiK shield, which he did be are.

So well was tempred, that for all his maine,

It would no passage yeeld vnto his pur^^ose

vaine.

Yet was the stroke so forcibly applido,

That made him stagger with vncertaine sway,

As if he would haue tottcnd to one side.

Wherewith full wroth, he fiercely gan assay,

That curt'bie with like kindncsse to rej^ay ;

And smote at him with so importune might.

That two more of his amies did fall away.

Like fruilksse braunches, \\\\k\\ the hatthcts

slight

Hath pruned from the natiue tree, and cropped

With that all mad and furious he grew,

1 ike » fell niastilTe through enraging heat,

.\nd curst, and band, and bkuspiicniies forth

threw,

Against his Gcxls, and fire to tlum did ihrtat,

;\i;d hell vnto him selfe willi horrour great.

1 henceforth he rar'd no more, which way he

strooke,

Norwhereitlight.butg;m to chaufc and sweat,

.\n(lgnashthisteeth,ai (lhi>heatlathin>shooke,

.\nd stcrnely him IxheUi with grim and glmstly

It Kike.

Nought fi-ar'd ihc childe his lookcs, nc yet liis

1 Jut onelv wexed now t heniorenw arc. [threats,

To s;uic him "-elfe fr( n» those his liirii u«. luuts,

.\iid \\at( h aduauntage. how to\\< • ic :

'I he \Nlii<h g(HHl I'ortuiic to hiin ••.c.

l'"<ir as he in his rage him ouerstux.ke.

\\v ere he could his wc«|x>n Uickc rrpiirc,

His side all l«ire and naked onerti>ok<

,

And with his piorlal steel (juitc tlir<.^;h 1 1..- Ik «!v

5tr<Jokc.
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Through all three bodies he himstrooke attonce;

That all the three attonce fell on the plaine :

Else should he thrise haue needed, forthe nonce

Them to haue stricken, and thrise to haue

slaine.

So now all three one sencelesse lumpe remaine,

Enwallow'd in his owne blacke bloudy gore,

And byting th'earth for very deaths disdaine
;

Who with a cloud of night him couering, bore

Downe to the house of dole, his dales there to

deplore.

Wliich when the Lady from the Castle saw,

\\Tiere she with her two sonnes did looking

stand,

She towards him in hast her selfe did draw.

To greet him the good fortune of his hand :

And all the people both of towne and land,

Which there stood gazing from the Citties wall

Vppon these warriours, greedy t'vnderstand,

To whether should the victory befall,

Nowwhen theysawit falne,theyekehim greeted

all. ,
16

But Beige with her sonnes prostrated low
Before his feete, in all that peoples sight,

Mongst ioyes mixing some tears, mongst wele,

some wo
Him thus bespake ; most redoubted Knight,
The which hast me, of all most wretchedwight,
That earst was dead, restor'd to life againe.

And these weake impes replanted by thv might;
What guerdon can I giue thee for thv paine,

But euen that which thou sauedst, thine still

to remaine ?
17

He tooke her vp forby the lilly hand.
And her recomforted the best he might,
Saying ; Deare Lady, deedes ought not be scand
By tli'authors manhood, nor the doers might,
But by their trueth and by the causes right

:

Tiiat same is it, which fought for you this day.
What other meed then need me to requight.
But that which yeeldeth vertucs meed alway ?

That is the vertue selfe, which her reward doth
pay.

^8

She humbly thankthim for that wondrous grace.
And further sayd ; Ah Sir. but mote ye please,
Sith ye thus farrc haue tendrcd mypoorecase.
As from my chiefest foe me to release,

That your victorious armc will not yet cease,
Till yc haue rooted all the rclickes out
Of that vilde race, and stablishcd mv peace.
What is there else (sayd he) left of their rout?

Decl.ire it boldly Dame, and doe not stand in
dout.

^9
Then wote you, Sir, that in this Church hereby,

There stands an Idole of great note and name,
The which this Gyant reared first on hie.

And of hisownevaine fanciesthought did frame:
To whom for endlesse horrour of his shame,
He offred vp for daily sacrifize

My children and my people, burnt in flame
;

With all the tortures, that he could denize,

The more t'aggrate his God with such his

blouddy guize.

And \Tiderneath this Idoll there doth lie

An hideous monster, that doth it defend.

And fcedes on all the carkasses, that die

In sacrifize vnto that cursed feend :

Whose vgly shape none euer saw, nor kend,

That euer scap'd : for of a man they say

It has the voice, that speaches forth doth send,

Euen blasphemous words, which she doth bray

Out of her poysnous entrails, fraught with

dire decay.

Which when the Prince heard tell, his heart

gan earne

For great desire, that Monster to assay.

And prayd the place of her abode to learne.

Which being shew'd, he gan him selfe streight

way
Thereto addresse,and hisbright shield display.

So to the Church he came, where it was told.

The Monster vndcrneath the Altar lay
;

There he that Idoll saw of massy gold

Most richly made, but there no Monster did

behold.
22

Vpon the Image with his naked blade

Three times, as in defiance, there he strooke
;

And the third time out of an hidden shade,

There forth issewd, from vnder th'Altars

smooke,
A dreadfull feend. with fowle deformed looke.

That stretcht it selfe, as it had long lyen still

;

And her long taile and fcthers strongly shooke.

That all the Temple did with terrour fill

;

Yet himnought terrifide,that fearednothing ill.

r^
An huge great Beast it was, when it in length

Was stretched forth, that nigh fild all the place,

And seem'd to be of infinite great strength
;

Horrible, hideous, and of hellish race.

Borne of the brooding of Echidna base,

Or other like infernall furies kinde :

For of a Mayd she had the outward face,

To hide the horrour, which did lurke behinde,

The better to beguile, whom she so fond did

finde.
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24
Thereto the body of a dog she had,

Full of fell rauin and fierce greedinesse
;

A Lions clawes, with powre and rigour clad,

To rend and teare, what so she can oppresse;

A Dragons taile, whose sting without redresse

Full deadly wounds, where so it is empight

;

And Eagles wings, for scope and speedinesse,

That nothing may escape her reaching might,

Whereto she euer list to make her hardy flight.

25
Much like in foulnesse and deformity

Vnto that Monster, whom the Theban Knight,

The father of that fatall progeny,

Made kill her sclfe for very hearts dcspight.

That he had red her Riddle, which no wight

Could euer loose, but suffred deadly doole.

So also did this Monster vse like slight

To many a one, which came vnto her schoole,

Whom she did put to death, deceiucd like

a foole. ,
26

She comming forth, when as she first beheld

Tlie armed Prince,with'shicldsoblazingbright,

Ilcr ready to assaile, was greatly queld,

And muchdismayd withthat dismayfull sight.

That backe siie would haue turnd for great

affright.

But he gan her with courage fierce assay,

Tliat forst her turne againe in her despight.

To saue her selfe, least that he did her slay :

And sure he had her slainc, had she not turnd

her way./
27

Tlio when she saw, that she was forst to fight.

She flew at !iim, like to an hellish fctiul,

And on his shield tookehold with all her might,

As if that it she would in jiccccs rend,

Or rcaue out of the hand, tliat did it hcnd.
Strongly he stroiic out of jjer greedy gripe

ToUx>sc his shield,and long while did contend:

But when he could not quite it, with f)ne stripe

Ilor Lions clawcs he from her feete awav did

;vii>c.
^g

With that alonde she gan to j)r:iv and \(1],

And foulc l)la->pluinous spcaches forth did

cast,

And hitter nirscs, horrible to tell.

That ciien the Tem|)Ie, when in site was plast

,

Did c|uakc to hc:ire, and nigh asunder l)rast.

Tho with her Inige long taile she at him st r(H)kc,

That made liini stagger, and stand halfe a|,Msi

Willi trembling ioynts, as he for terroiit

sh<M)ke
;

Wlio nought was lerrifule, but greater courage
tooke.

29

As when the Mast of some well timbred hulke

Is with the blast of some outragious storme

Blowne downe, it shakes the bottome of the

bulke,

And makes her ribs to cracke, as they were

tome,
Whilest still she stands as stonisht and for-

lorne :

So was he stound with stroke of her huge taile.

But ere that it she backe againe had borne,

He with his sword it strooke, that without faile

He iovnted it, and mard the swinging of her

fla'ile.

Then gan she cr\- much louder then afore.

That all the people there without it heard.

And Beige selfe was therewith stonicd sore,

As if the onely sound thereof she fcard.

But then the feend her selfe more fiercely rtard

Vppon her wide great wings, and strongly flew

With all her body at his head and beard,

That had he not foreseene with hcedfull vcw,

And thrown his shield atwccn, she had him
done to rcw.

31

But as she prcst on him \\\{\\ hcauy sway,

A'ndcr her wombe his fatall sword he thrust,

And for her entrailcs made an open way.
To issue forth ; the which once IxMng brust.

Like to a great Mill damb forth fiercely gusht,

And powred out of her infernal 1 sinke

Most vgly filth, and poyson therewith rnsht,

That him nigh choked with the deadly stinke :

Such loathly matter were small lust to spcake,

or thinke.
32

Then downe toground fell that deformed Masse,

Bnathing out clouds of sulphurc fowie and
blacke;

In \\hi( h a puddle of contagion was.

More lo;ith(l then I irnn, or then Stvsiuiti lake.

That an\- man would nigh a\\haj>ed make.
\\ lioni whenhesawongroinid.he wastullglad,

.Andstreight went forthliisgladncsseto|>;\rtakc

With Ihlt^f, who wateht all this while full sad,

Wavting what end would be of that same
daunger drad.

33
.Whom when she saw so ioyously come iorih.

She gan reioyco, and shew triumphant rherc,

Lauding and j^raysing his renowmtd worth,

Bv all the names that hononible were.

Then in he brought her, and her sluwtd there

Thepresent of liisp;iines,tliat Monsters spoyle,

And eke tli;it Moll deem'd so costlv derc
;

NMioni he did all to peei es breake and fo\ lo

In hlthv durt, and left so in tlie loathelv sovlc.



32B THE V. BOOKE OF THE Cant. XI.

34
Then all the people, which beheld that day,

Gan shout aloud, tliat vnto heauen it rong
;

And all the damzels of that towne in ray,

Came dauncing forth, and ioyous carrols song :

So him they led through all their streetes along,

Crowned with girlonds of immortall baies,

And all the vulgar did about them throng,

To see the man, whose euerlasting praise

They all were bound to all posterities to raise.

There he with Beige did a while remaine,

Making great feast and ioyous merriment,

\'ntill he had her settled in her raine,

With safe assuraunce and establishment.

Then to his first emprize his mind he lent,

Full loath to Beige, and to all the rest :

Of w'hom yet taking leaue, thenceforth he
went

And to his former iourney him addrest,

On which longway he rode, ne euer day did rest.

36
But turne we now to noble Artegall

;

Who hauing left Mercilla, streight way went
On his first quest, the which him forth did call,

To weet to worke Irenacs franchisement,

And eke Grantortoes worthy punishment.
So forth he fared as his manner was,
With onely Talus wayting diligent,

Through many f)erils and much way did pas,

Till nigii vnto the place at length' approcht
he has.

37
There as he traucld by the way, he met
An aged wight, wayfaring all alone,

Who through hisyeares longsince aside had set

The vse of armes, and battell quite forgone :

To whom as he approcht, he knew- anone,
That it was he which whilome did attend
On faire Irene in her aflliction,

When first to Faery court he saw her wend,
Vnto his soueraine Qucene her suite for to

commend.

3«
Whom by his name saluting, thus he gan

;

Ilaile good Sir Sergis, truest Knight aliue.

Well tride in all thy Ladies troubles than,
When her that Tyrant did of Crowne dei^riue

;

What new oaision dotii thee hither driue,
Whiles she alone is left, and thou here found ?

Or is slie tlirall, or dolh she not suruiue ?

To whom he tlius ; She liuelh sure and sound
;

But by that Tyrant is in wretched thraldome
bound.

39
For she presuming on th'appointed tyde,

In which ye promist, as ye were a Knight,

To meete her at the saluage Hands syde.

And then and there for triall of her right

With her vnrighteous enemy to fight,
j

Did thither come, where she afrayd of nought,

By guilefull treason and by subtill slight

Surprized was, and to Grantorto brought,

Who her imprisond hath, and her life often

sought.
40

And now he hath to her prefixt a day,
By which if that no champion doe appeare,
W'hich will her cause in battailous array

Against him iustifie, and proue her cleare

Of all those crimes, that he gainst her doth
reare,

She death shall by. Those tidings sad
Did much abash Sir Artegall to heare.

And grieued sore, that through his fault she

had
Fallen into that Tyrants hand and vsage bad.

41
Then thus replide ; Now sure and by my life,

Too much am I to blame for that faire ]Maide,

That haue her drawne to all this troublous

strife,

Through promise to afford her timely aide.

Which by default I haue not yet defraide.

But witncssc vnto me, ye heauens, that know
How cleare I am from blame of this vj^braide :

For ye into like thraldome me did throw.

And kejit from complishing the faith, which
I did owe.

42
But now aread, Sir Sergis, how long space.

Hath he her lent, a Champion to prouide ?

Ten dales (quoth he)hegraunted hathof grace.

For that he wcenetli well, before that tide

None can haue tidings to assist her side.

For all the shores, which to the sea accoste.

He day and night dolhward both farand wide,

That none can there arriue without an hoste :

So her he deemes already but a damned ghostei

Now turne againe (Sir Artegall then sayd)

For if I line till those ten daies haue end,

Assure your selfe, Sir Knight, she shall haue
ayd.

Though I this dearest life for her doe spend :

So backcward he attone with him did wend»
Tho as they rode together on their way,
A rout of people they before them kend.
Flocking together in confusde array.

As if that there were some tumultuous affray.
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44
ro which as they approcht, the cause to know,
They saw a Knight in daungerous distresse

Of a rude rout him chasing to and fro,

That sought with lawksse powre him to

oppresse,

And bring in bondage of their brutishnesse :

And farre away, amid their rakehell bands,

They spide a Lady left all succourlcsse,

Crying, and holding vp her wretched hands
fo him for aide, who long in yaine their rage

withstands.

fet still he striues, ne any perill spares,

To reskue her from their rude violence,

And like a Lion wood amongst them fares,

Dealing his dreadfull blowes with large dis-

pence,

Gainstwhichthei)alliddcathfindes no defence.

But all in vainc, their numbers are so great.

That naught may boot to banishe them from
thence

:

For soone as he their outrage backe doth beat,

rhey turne afresh, and oft renew their former
threat. ^

46
^nd now they doe so sharpely him assay,

Tiiat they his shield in i)ceces buttrcd haue,
And forced him to throw it quite away,
Fro dangers dread his doubtfull life to sauc

;

Albe tiiat it most safety to him gaue,
Anrl much did magnilie his noble name.
For from the day that he thus did it leauc,

Amongst allKnij^lits he blot ted was withblamc,
^nd fouiiiul Ijut a recreant Knigiit, with endks

sliame.

Vhom when they thus distressed did bihold.

They drew vnto his aide ; but that rude rout

Them al>o gan itssailc with outrage bold,

And ff»rrerl tlRrn. how euir strong and stout

They were, as well approuM in many a doubt,
I'arke to rccule ; vnlill that yron man
With his huge flailc Ingan to lay alxnit

,

From whf^e Sterne presence they (Hllusid ran,

-ike soaltrcd challe, the wlii( h the wind away
doth fan. „

48
Jowhcnthat Kni^^-ht from ix^rilldcare was freed,

lie drawing neare, Ik gaii to j,'reete tin m faire,

Andyreldgrcat tliankcsfortheirsogcKKJivdeed,

In sauinj,' him from daungerous (Icspaire

Of those, wlii( h sou^'ht Ills life for to tnipaire.

Of wliom Sir Artt',\iill \.\;\\\ tluii (luiuire

Thf whole (MTiision o| his Lite misfare,

Arid«hohcwus,an«i what those villaincs were,
rijc which wilhmortall malice him pun»uM so

ncrc.

49
To whom he thus ; My name is Burbon hight,

Well knowne, and far renowmed heretofore,

\'ntill late mischiefe did vppon me light,

That all my former praise hath bUmisht sore
;

And that faire Lady, which in that vprore
Ye with those caytiucs saw, Flonrdelis hight,

Is mine ow ne loue, though me she haue forlore,

\Miether withheld fromme by wrongfullmight,
Or with her owne good will, I cannot read

aright.

50
But sure to me her faith she first did plight,

To be my loue, and take me for her Lord,
Till that a Tyrant, which Grandtario hight.

With golden giftcs and many a guikfuU word
Entyccd her, to him for to accord.

who may not with gifts and words be
tempted ?

Sith which she hath me eucr since abhord,
And to my foe hath guilefully consented :

Ay me, that euer guyle in wemcn was inuented.

And now he hath this troupe of vilbins sent,

By open force to fetch her quite awav :

Gainst whom my selfe I long in vainc haue
bont,

To rescue her, and daily meaijcs assay,

Vet rescue her thence by no meanes I may :

For they doe me with multitude oppresse.

And with vnequall might doe ouerlav.

That oft I driuen am to great distresse.

And forced to forgoe th'attempt rtmcdiltssc.

52
But wh\- haue ye (said .hUc:aH) forborne
Vour ow ne gexxl shielel in daungerous dismay ?

That is the greatest sjiame and foulest scorne,
Whidi \iitt) any knight Ixhapjuti mav
To loose the badge, tliat should his decdcs

display. *

Tow horn .'^ir/>//rZ»t»/, blushing lialfc for shame,
That shall I vnto you (ejuoth he) be w ray ;

Least ye therefore mote ha|>pily me blame,
.\nd deeine it dcKti of w ill. that through inforce*

mcnt fame.

5^
True is, that I at first was dubbed knight
Bvag(Mx| knight, the knight «>f the AV./.v.-fw :

Who when he gaue me amies, in field to I ght,
(i.uie me a ^liieM, in whit h he did erdovse
Ilis <leare Rtdeiiuers ba«igc V|Hm the l)ossc :

The sjune longwhilo I Inirc, ni.d thenwilhall
I'oiight many kittels without wound or lossc

;

Tlurewith dramllorlo sclfc 1 did nppnlj,

And made him oftiiitinus in lieMbtforctne fall

M3
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But for that many did that shield enuie,

And cruell enemies increased more
;

To stint all strife and troublous enmitie,

That bloudie scutchin being battered sore,

I layd aside, and haue of late forbore.

Hoping thereby to haue my loue obtayned :

Yet can I not my loue haue nathemore
;

For she by force is still fro me detayned,

And with corruptfull brybes is to vntruth

mis-trayned.

To whom thus Artegall ; Certes Sir knight,

Hard is the case, the which ye doe complaine

;

Yet not so hard (for nought so hard may light,

That it to such a streight mote you constraine)

As to abandon, that which doth containe

Your honours stile, that is your warhke shield.

All perill ought be lesse, and Icsse all paine

Then losse of fame in disauentrous field
;

Dye rather, then doe ought, that mote dis-

honour yield. ,

Not so
;

(quoth he) for yet when time doth
scrue,

^ly former shield I may resume againe :

To temporize is not from truth to swerue,

Ne for aduantage terme to entertaine,

When as neccssitie doth it constraine.

Fie on such forgerie (said Artegall)

Vnder one hood to shadow faces twaine.

Knights ought be true, and truth is one in all

:

Of all things to dissemble fouly may befall.

57
\ et let me you of courtesie request,

(Said Biirhon) to assist me now at need
Against these pesants, which haue me opprest.

And forced me to so infamous deed.

That yet my loue may from their hands be
freed.

Sir Artegall, albe he earst did wyte
ilis waucring mind, yet to his aide agreed,

And buckling him eftsoones vnto the fight,

Did set vi)on those troupes with all his powre
and might. „

58
Who flocking round about them, as a swarme
Of flycs vpon a birchen bou<^li doth cluster.

Did them assault with terrible allarme,

And ouer all the fields themselues did muster,
With bils and glayues making a dreadfull

luster

;

Thatforst at first thoseknightsbacketoretyrc:
As when the wrathfuU Boreas doth bluster,

Nought may abide the tempest of his vrc,

Botli man and beast doe fly, and succour doe
inquyre.

59
But when as ouerblowen was that brunt,

Those knights began a fresh them to assayle,

And all about the fields like Squirrels hunt

;

But chiefly Talus with his yron flayle,

Gainst which no flight nor rescue mote auayle,

j\Iade cruell hauocke of the baser crew.

And chaced them both ouer hill and dale :

The raskall manie soone they ouerthrew,

But the two knights themselues their captains

did subdew.

,

60

At last they came whereas that Ladie bode.

Whom now her keepers had forsaken quight,

To saue themselues,and scattered were abrode

:

Her halfe dismayd they found in doubtfull

plight.

As neither glad nor sorie for their sight

;

Yet wondrous faire she was, and richly clad

In roiall robes, and many Jewels dight.

But that those villens through their vsage bad
Them fouly rent, and shamefully defaced had.

61

But SnrJow streight dismountingfromhis steed,

Ynto her ran with greedie great desyre,

And catching her fast by her ragged weed,

Would haue embraced her with hart entyre.

But she backstarting with disdainefull yre,

Bad him auaunt, ne would vnto his lore

Allured be, for prayer nor for meed.
Whom when those knights so froward and

forlore

Beheld, they her rebuked and vpbrayded sore.

62

Sayd Artegall ; What foule disgrace is this,

To so faire Ladie, as ye seeme in sight,

To blot your beautie, that vnblemisht is.

With so foule blame, as breach of faith once

plight,

Or change of loue for any worlds delight ?

Is ought on earth so pretious or deare.

As prayse and honour ? Or is ought so bright

And beautifull, as glories beames appeare,

Whosegoodly light then P/zf^z/^lampedothshine

more clcare ? ^

Why then will ye, fond Dame, attempted bee

Ynto a strangers loue so lightly placed,

For guiftes of gold, or any worldly glee

To leaue the loue, that }-e before embraced.
And let your fame with falshood be defaced ?

Fie on the pelfc, for which good name is sold.

And honour with indignitie debased :

Dearer is loue then life, and fame then gold ;

But dearer then them both, your faith once
plighted hold.
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[uch was the Ladie in her gentle mind
Abasht at his rebuke, that bit her neare,

Ne ought to answere thereunto did find
;

But hanging downe herhead withheauie cheare,

Stood long amaz'd, as she amated weare.

Which Burhon seeing, her againe assayd,

And clasping twixt his armes, her vp did reare

V'pon his steede, whiles she no whit gainesayd,

bore her quite away, nor well nor ill apayd.

athlesse the yron man did still pursew
rhat raskall many with vnpittied spoyle,

Se ceasscd not, till all their scattred crew
[nto the sea he droue quite from that soyle,

rhe which they troubled had with great

turmoyle.

But Artegall seeing his cruell deed,

I!ommaunded him from slaughter to recoyle,

And to his voyage gan againe proceed :

or that the terme approching fast, required

speed

Canf. XII,

Artegall doth Sir Diirhon aide,

And blamesJor changing shield :

He with the great Grantorto fights,

And slaieth him infuld.

I

sacred hunger of ambitious mindes,
\nd imi^otcnt desire of men to raine,

^VhomtKilhcrflrcadofGodjihatdeuilsbindes,
S'or hiwts of men, that common weales con-

taitie,

S'or bands of nature, that wilde Ixastes
restraiiic,

Can kcepe from out rage, and from doing wrong,
Where iliey may lio[)ea kingdomc tuol)taine.

No faith so firmc, no trust can \k so strong,

Q louc so Lusting then, that may enduren long.

2

ii'itiKsso may lUtrhon Ik-, whom all the barids,

\Vhi< h maya Knight assure, had siirelybound,

V'niill the loue of Lordship and of lands

Made him lRTomcmr)st faiihlesscandvnsound:
And witnesjw- Ik.- (irrioneo found,

\\ ho for like cause faire Hrli^r did oppressc,

An<l right and wrong most cruelly (onfoimcl:

And so Ik' now (innitnrto, who no l«*ssc

henallthe rest burst out toalluutrugiousncssc.

Gainst whom Sir Artegall, long hauing since

Taken in hand th'exploit, being theretoo

Appointed by that mightie Faerie Prince,

Great Gloriane, that Tyrant to fordoo,

Through other great aduentures hethertoo

Had it forslackt. But now time drawing ny.
To him assynd, her high beheast to doo,

To the sea shore he gan his way apply.

To weeteif shipping readie he mote there descry.

4
Thowhen they came to the sea coast, they found
A ship all readie (as good fortune fell)

To put to sea, with whom they did compound,
To passe them ouer, where them list to tell

:

The winde and weather serued them so well.

That in one day they with the coast did fall

;

Whereas they readie found them to rcpell,

Great hostes of men in order martiall,

Which them forbad to land, and footing did

forstall.

5
But nathemore would they from land refraine,

But when as nigh vnto the shore they drew,

That foot of man might sound the bottome
])laine.

Talus into the sea did forth issew.

Though darts from shore and^stones they at

him threw
;

And wading through the waues with stcdfast

sway,

>hiugre the might of all those troupes in vew,
Did win theshore, whence he them chast away.
And made to fly, like doues, N\hom the Eagle

doth alfrav. ^6

The whyles Sir Artegall, with that old knight

Did forth descend, there being n(»net Inm neare,

And forward marched to a towne in sight.

By this c~ame tydings to the Tyrants eare,

By those, which earst did llv awav for feare

( )f their arriuall : wherewith troublid sore,

He all his forces si reiglil to him did reare,

And ft»rth issuing with his scouts afore.

Meant them to haue incountred, ere they left

the shore.
7

Hut ere he marched farre, he with them met,

And fiercelv charged them wiih all his force ;

But 7'<//r/5 sternely did v|H)n tluni set,

And brusht , and bat t red t hem w it hout remorse,

'I"hut on the ground he left full n»any a corse
;

Ne anv able w;is him to withstand.

But he them ouerihrt w- both m.ui and horse,

Th.it thev lav sr.utrtd ouer all the land,

.\s thiike as doth the scede after the sowers

hand.
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Till Artegall him secir-g so to rage,

Willd him to stay, and signe of truce did make

:

To which all harkning, did a while asswage

Their forces furie, and their terror slake
;

Till he an Herauld cald, and to him spake,

Willing him wend vnto the Tyrant streight.

And tell him that not for such slaughters sake

He thethcr came, but for to trie the right

Of fayre Irenaes cause with him in single fight.

9
And willed him for to reclayme with speed

His scattrcd people, ere they all were slaine.

And time and place conuenient to areed,

In which they two the combat might darraine.

Which message when Grantorto heard, full

fayne

And glad he was the slaughter so to stay,

And pointed for the combat twixt them twayne
The morrow next, ne gaue him longer day.

So sounded the retraite, and drew his folke

away.

That night .Sir Artegall did cause his tent

There to be pitched on the open plaine
;

For he had giuen streight commaundement,
That none should dare him once to entertaine :

Which none durst breake, though many would
right faine

For fayre Irena, whom they loued deare.

But yet old Scrgis did so well him paine,

That from close friends, that dar'd not to

appeare,

He all things did puruay, which for them need-

full weare.
II

The morrow next, that was the dismall day,
Appointed for Irenas death before,

So soone as it did to the world display

His chearefull face, and light to men restore,

The heauy Mayd, to whom none tydings bore
Of Artegalls arryuall, her to free,

Lookt vp with eyes full sad and hart full sore;

Weening her lifes last howre then neare to bee,
Sith no rcdcm[ition nigh she did nor heare nor

see.
12

Then vp she rose, and on her selfe did dight
Most squalid garments, fit for sucli a dav,
And with dull countenance, and with doleful

spright,

She fortli was brought in sorrowfull dismay,
For to rcceiue the doome of her decay.
But comming to the place, and finding there
Sir Artegall, in battailous arrav
Wayting his foe, it rlid her dead hart chcarc,
And new life to her lent, in midst of deadlvfcarc. I

Like as a tender Rose in open plaine.

That with vntimely drought nigh withered was, )

And hung the head, soone as few drops of raine ;

Thereon distill, and deaw her daintie face,

Gins to looke vp, and with fresh wonted grace ;

Dispreds the glorie of her leaues gay
;

Such was Irenas countenance, such her case.

When Artegall she saw in that array,

There wayting for the Tyrant, till it was farre

day.

WTio came at length, with proud presumpteous
gate.

Into the field, as if he fearelessc were,

All armed in a cote of yron plate,

Of great defence to ward the deadly feare.

And on his head a Steele cap he did weare
Of colour rustic browne, but sure and strong

;

And in his hand an huge Polaxe did beare.

Whose steale was yron studded, but not long,

With which he wont to fight, to iustifie his

wrong.

^ 15
Of stature huge and hideous he was,

Like to a Giant for his monstrous hight,

And did in strength most sorts of men surpas,

Ne euer any found his match in might

;

Thereto he had great skill in single fight

:

His face was vgly, and his countenance steme.
That could haue frayd one with the very sight.

And gaped like a gulfe, when he did gcrne,

That whether man or monster one could scarse

disceme. ,
16

Soone as he did within the listcs appeare,

With dreadfull looke he Artegall beheld,

As if he would haue daunted him ^\ ith feare,

And grinning griesly, did against him weld
His deadly weapon, which in hand he held.

But th'Elfin swayne, that oft had scene like

sight,

Waswithhisghastlycount'nancenothingqueld,
But gan him streight to buckle to the fight,

And cast his shield about, to be in readie plight.

17
The trompets sound, and they together goe.

With dreadfull terror, and with fell intent
;

And theirhugc strokes fulldaungerouslybestow,

To doe most dammage, where as most they
But with such force and furie violent, [ment.
The tyrant thundrtd his thicke blowes so fast,

That through the jron walles their way they
rent.

And euen to the vitall parts they past,

Ne ought could them endure, but all they cleft

or brast.



'ant. XII

.

FAERIE QVEEXE.
:>.»:)

WTiich cruell outrage when as Artegall

Did well auize, thenceforth with warie heed
He shund his strokes, where euer they did fall,

And way did giue vnto their gracelesse speed :

As when a skilfuU Marriner doth reed

A stonne approching, that doth perill threat,

He will not bide the daunger of such dread,

Butstrikeshissayles.andverethhismainsheat,

\iid lends vnto it leaue the emptie ayre to beat.

19

)0 did the Faerie knight himselfe abeare,

And stouped oft his head from shame to shield

;

No shame to stoupe, ones head more high to

reare,

And much to gaine, a litle for to yield

;

So stoutest knights doen oftentimes in held.

But still the tyrant sternely at him layd,

And did his yron axe so nimbly wield,

That many wounds into his flesh it made,
Vnd with his burdenous blowes him sore did

ouerkdc.
20

i^et when as fit aduantagc he did spy,

The whiles thi^urscd felon high did reare

His cruell hand, to smite him mortally,

Vnder his stroke he to him stepping neare.

Right in the flanke him strooke with deadly

dreare.

That the gore bloud thence gushing gricuously

,

Did vnderneath him like a pond appearc.

And all his armour did with i)uri)le dye ;

rhereat he bruyed loud, and yelled dreadfully.

21

Viii the huge stroke, which he before intended,

Kej)t on his course, as he did it direct,

And with such monstrous poise adowne
flcscended,

That seemed nought could him from death
protict :

But he it well did ward with wise respect,

Aiidtwixt him and thcblowhissluLld didciust,

Which thereon sei/iiig, to(jke no great ellect,

But by ting dec|)e thirein did sticke so fast,

riuit by nu meunes it backe agaitie he forth

could wriLst.
22

Lont: while be tugM and stro\ie, to get it nut,

And all his pown- aj)plvcd tlu-rc-utito.

That he therewith the Vu\\A\X drew all about :

Nathlcsse, for all that i-U'T he ronl<l dor,

His axe he rniiM not fnitn hi-; ^lli<•l(l vn<!<H'.

NMiicli .irtri^iill percriiiiiig. strtxtke no more,
l»ut lo«>Ning soonc his sliii Id. di(l it forj^oo,

Anil whiles he eombrecl was ihcrewitli so sore,

Ilt'Haiial liitn let driiieinore liercelv thenafnfr.

So well he him pursew'd, that at the last,

He stroke him with Chrysaor on the hcd.

That with the souse thereof full sore aghast.

He staggered to and fro in doubtfuU sted.

Againe whiles he him saw so ill bested.

He did him smite with all his might and maine.
That falling on his mother earth he fed :

\Vliom when he saw prostrated on the plaine.

He lightly reft his head, to ease him of his paine.

24
WTiich when the people round about him saw.

They shouted all for ioy of his successe.

Glad to be quit from that proud Tyrants awe,

Which with strong powre did them long time

oppresse
;

.rVnd running all with greedie ioyfulnesse

To faire Ircna, at her feet did fall.

And her adored with due humblenesse,

As their true Liege and Princesse naturall

;

And eke her champions glorie sounded ouer all.

-5
.

WTio strcight her leading with mecte maicstie

Vnto the pallace, where their kings did rayne,

Did her therein establish i^eaceablie,

And to her kingdomcs seat restore agayne ;

And all such persons, as did krte maintaync
That Tyrants i)art, with close or open ayde,

He sorely punished with heauie payne
;

That in short space, whiles there with her he

stayd,

Not one was left, that durst her once hauc
disobayd.

During which time, that he did there remaine,

His sludie was true lust ice how to deale,

And day and night tin()K)y'd his busie paine

How to reforme that nigged common-weale

;

And that same yron man which could reuealc

All hidden crimes, through all that realme he

sent.

To search out th(>»e. that vsd to rob and stealc.

Or <lid rebell ^.liiisl l.i\\full ^oueniinent ;

On whom he clid intlict most grieuoiis imnish-

mcnt.
27

Biit ere he covild reforme it thoroughly,

lie through occasion r.illed w;xs away,

To Faerie Court, that of necessity

Ilis course of lustiee he was forst to stay,

And Talus to reiioke from the ri^^ht xnuv,

In which he was \\\:\.[ Kt-aline for to redressc.

l?Mt eimies cloutl still dimmeth vertnes ray.

So luuiiiiL' free<l Irnui from tlistresse,

Ifetnukihisli line of lit r. there left inheauincssc
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28

Tho as he backe returned from that land,

And there arriu'd againe, whence forth he set,

He had not passed farre vpon the strand,

When as two old ill fauour'd Hags he naet,

By the way side being together set,

Two griesly creatures ; and, to that their faces

Most foule and filthie were, their garments yet

Being all rag d and tatter'd, their disgraces

Did much the more augment, and made most

vgly cases.
^9

The one of them, that elder did appeare,

With her dull eyes did seeme to looke askew.

That her mis-shape much helpt ; and her

foule heare

Hung loose and loathsomely : Thereto her hew
Was wan and leane, that all her teeth arew.

And all her bones might through her cheekes

be red ;

Her lips were like raw lether, pale and blew,

And as she spake, therewith she slauered

;

Yet spake she seldom, but thought more, the

lesse she sed.
30

Her hands were foule and durtie, neuer washt

In all her life, with long nayles ouer raught.

Like puttocks clawes : with th'one of which

she scracht

Her cursed head, although it itched naught

;

The other held a snake with venime fraught,

On which she fed, and gnawed hungrily,

As if that long she had not eaten ought

;

That round about her iawes one might descry

The bloudie gore and poyson dropping loth-

somely.

Her name was Enuie, knowen well thereby ;

Whose nature is to grieue, and grudge at all,

That euer she sees doen prays-worthily.

Whose sight to her is greatest crossc, may fall,

And vexeth so, that makes her eat her gall.

For when she wanteth other thing to cat,

She fecdes on her owne maw vnnaturall,

And of her owne foule entrayies makes her

meat
;

Meat fit for such a monsters monsterous dyeat.

32
And if she hapt of any good to hcare,

That had to any happily betid,

Tlicn would she inly fret, and grieue, and tearc

Her flesh for felnesse. which slie inward hid :

But if she heard of ill, that any did.

Or harme, that any had, then would she make
Grtat chcarc, like one vnto a banquet bid

;

And in anolhers losse great pleasure take.

As she had got thereby,andgayned agreatstake

.

3?>

The other nothing better was, then shee
;

Agreeing in bad will and cancred kynd,
But in bad maner they did disagree :

For what so Enuie good or bad did fynd,

She did conceale, and murder her owne mynd
;

But this, what euer euill she conceiued,

Did spred abroad, and throw in th'open wynd.
Yet this in all her words might be perceiued.

That all she sought, was mens good name to

haue bereaued.
34

For what soeuer good by any sayd,

Or doen she heard, she would streightwayes

inuent,

How to depraue, or slaunderously vpbrayd,

Or to misconstrue of a mans intent.

And turne to ill the thing, that well was menti
Therefore she vsed often to resort,

To common haunts, and companies frequent,

To hearke what any one did good report.

To blot the same with blame, or wrest in wicked
sort.

35
And if that any ill she heard of any,

She would it eeke, and make much worse by
telling.

And take great ioy to publish it to many,
That euery matter worse was for her mclling.

Her name was hight Detraction, and her
dwelling

Was neare to Enuie, euen her neighbour next

;

A wicked hag, and Enuy selfe excelling

In mischicfe : for her selfe she onely vext

;

But this same both her selfe, and others eke
perplext.

^^
Her face was vgly, and her mouth distort,

Foming with poyson round about her gils.

In whichher cursed tongue fullsharpe and short

Appcar'd like Aspis sting, that closely kils,

Or cruelly does wound, whom so she wils :

A distaffe in her other hand she had,

Vpon the which she litle spinncs, but spils,

Andfaynes toweaue false tales and leasingsbad,

To throw amongst the good, which others had
disprad.

^

37
These two now had thcmsclucs combynd in one,

And linckt together gainst Sir Artcgall,

For whom they wayted as his mortal 1 fone,

IIow they might make him into mischicfe fall,

For freeing from their snares Irena thrall.

Besides vnto themseluos they gotten had
A monster, wiiich the Blatant beast men call,

A drcadfull feend of gods and men ydrad.

Whom they by slights allur'd, and to their

purpose lad.
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38

Such were these Hags, and so vnhandsome
drest :

\Mio when they nigh approching, had espyde

Sir Arleiall return' d from his late quest,

They both arose, and at him loudly cryde.

As it had bene two shepheards curres, had
scryde

A rauenous Wolfe amongst the scattered

fiockes.

And Eniiie first, as she that first him eyde,

Towardes him runs, and with rude flaring

lockes

About her eares, does beat her brest, and
forhead knockes.

39
Then from her mouth the gobbet she does take.

The which whyleare she was so greedily

Deuouring, eucn that halfe-gnawen snake.

And at him throwes it most desi)ightfully.

The cursed Serpent, though she hungrily

Earst chawd thereon, yet was not all so dead,

But that some life remayned secretly,

And as he past afore wilhouten dread.

Bit liim belund, that long the marke was to be

read.

.40
Then th'other comming neare, gan him reuile.

And fouly rayle, with all she could inucnt
;

Saying, that he had with vnmanly guile.

And foulc abusion both his honour blent,

And that bright sword, the sword of lustice

lent.

Had stayned with rc[jrochfull cruellic,

In guiltlesse blofxl of many an iiuiocent

:

As for Grandlorto, him with treachcrie

And traynes hauing surpri^'d, he fouly did

to die.

41

Thereto the Blatant beast by them set on

At him began aloud to barke and bay.

With bitter rage and fell contention,

That all the woods and rockes nigh to that way,

Began to quake and tremble with dismay
;

And all the aire rebellowed againe.

So dreadfully his hundred tongues did bray.

And euermore those hags them selues did paine,

To sharpen him, and their owne cursed tongs

did straine.

42
And still among most bitter wordes they spake,

Most shamefull, most vnrighteous, most

vntrew.

That they the mildest man aliue would make
Forget his patience, and yeeld vengeaunce dew
To her, that so false sclaunders at him threw.

And more to make them pierce and wound
more decpe.

She with the sting, which in her vile tongue

grew.

Did sharpen them, and in fresh poyson steepe :

Yet he past on, and seem'd of them to take no

keepe.

43
But Talus hearing her so lewdly raile,

And speake so ill of him, tluft well deserued,

Would her haue cha;.tiz'd with his yron llaile,

If her Sir Arlt'^all had not prcserued.

And him forbidden, who his heixst obserued.

So much the more at him still did she scold.

And stones did cast, yet he for nought would

swerue

From his right course, but still the wav did

hold

To Faery Court, where what him fell shall else

be told.
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BOOKE OF THE
FAERIE QVEENE.

Contayning

THE LEGEND OF S. CALIDORE
OR

OF COVRTESIE.

The waies, through which my weary steps I

guvde,

III this delightfull land of Faery,

Are so exceeding spacious and wyde,
And sprinckled with such sweet variety,

Of all that pleasant is to eare or eye.

That I nigh rauisht with rare thoughts delight,

!My tedious trauell doe forget thereby
;

And when I gin to feele decay of might,

It strength to me supplies, and chears my dulled

spright.

2

Such secret comfort, and such heauenly
pleasures,

Ye sacred imps, that on Parnasso dwell.

And there the keeping haue of learnings

thrcasures,

Whicli doe all worldly riches farre exccll,

Into the mindcs of moi •lall men doe well.

And goodly fury into them infuse
;

Guydc yc my footing, and conduct me well

In tlicse strange waies, where neucr foote

did vse,

Ne none can find, but who was taught them by
the Muse.

Reuele to me the sacred noursery

Of vertue, which with you doth there re-

maine,

Wliere it in siluer bowre does hidden ly

From view of men, and wicked worlds dis-

daine.

Since it at first was by the Gods with paine

Planted in earth, being deriu'd at furst

From heaucnlv seedes of bounty soueraine,

And by them long with carefull labour

nurst.

Till it to ripenesse grew, and forth to honour
burst.

4
Amongst them all growes not a fayrer fiowre.

Then is the bloosme of comely courtesie,

Which though it on a lowly stalke doe bowre,
Yet brancheth forth in braue nobilitie.

And spreds it selfe through all ciuilitie :

Of which thougii present age doe plenteous

seeme,

Yet being matcht with plaine Antiquitie,

Ye will them all but fayned showes esteeme,

Which carry colours faire, that feeble eies

misdeeme.



(^ant. I. FAERIE QVEENE. 337

But in the triall of true curtesie,

Its now so farre from that, which then it was,

That it indeed is nought but forgerie,

Fashion'd to please the eies of them, that pas,

Which see not perfect things but in a glas :*

Yet is that glasse so gay, that it can blynd

The wisest sight, to thinke gold that is bras.

But vertues seat is deepe within the mynd,
And not in outward shows, but inward thoughts

defynd.

6

But where shall I in all Antiquity

So faire a patterne finde, where may be scene

The goodly praise of Princely curtesie,

As in your selfe, soueraine Lady Queene,

In whose pure minde, as in a mirrour sheene.

It showes, and with her brightnesse doth

inflame

The eyes of all, which thereon fixed beene
;

But meriteth indcede an higher name :

Yet 50 from low to high vplifted is your name.

Then pardon me, most dreaded Soueraine,

That from your selfe I doe tliis verlue bring,

And to your selfe doe it returne againc :

So from the Ocean all riuers spring,

And tribute backc repay as to tlieir King.

Right so from you all goodly vertues well

Into the rest, which round about you ring,

Faire Lords and Ladies, which about you dwell,

AuA doc adorne your Court, where courtesies

Calidorc saues from Mtile ffori,

A Danizell vscJ vyldc :

Doth xanquish Cruder , and doth make

Briana urxe wore myUf.

I

Of Court it sccmcs, men Courtisii- dm* rail.

For that it there most vseth to alxnind ;

And well besiniutlj that in Priiires hall

That vcrtuc should be plc-ntifiillv found.

Which of all g«H»dlv in.inners is llic groviml,

An«l roote of cinill aMuicrsation.

Right so in Faery court it did n-dound,

Whrrt- curtcous Knights and Ladies most

did won
Of all on cartlj, and made a matchlcssc iHirngon.

But mongst them all was none more courteous

Knight,

Then Calidore, beloued ouer all,

In whom it seemes, that gentlenesse of spright

And manners mylde were planted naturall;

To which he adding comely guize withall,

And gracious speach, did steale mens hearts

away.
Nathlesse thereto he was full stout and tall.

And well approu'd in batteilous affray,

That him did much renowme, and far his fame

display.

Ne was there Knight, ne was there Lady found

In Faery court, but him did deare embrace,

For his faire vsage and conditions sound.

The which in all mens liking gayned place.

And with the greatest purchast greatest grace :

Which he could wisely vse, and well apply,

To please the best, and th'euill to cmbase.

For he loathd leasing, and base flattery.

And loued simple truth and stedfast honesty.

4
And now he was in trauell on his way,

Vppon an hard aduenture sore bestad,

Wlienas by chaunce he met vppon a day

With ArU'i^aU, returning yet halfe sad

From his late conquest, which he gotten had.

Who whenas each of other had a ^ight,

They knew them sclucs, and both their

persons rad :

When Calidore thus first ; llaile noblest

Knii'ht

Of all this day on ground, that brcathen liuirg

spright.
^

Now tell, if please you. of the \:_o{m\ >\\(W>'^Cf

Which ye haue had in your late enterprize.

To whom Sir Artti^all gan to ex|>resse

His whole exploile. and valorous cmprize,

In order as it (hd to him ari/e.

Now happy man (savd then Sir Calidore)

Whi«h haue so goodly, as ye can denize,

,\t( hieuM so hard a quest, as few iK-fore ;

That shall you most renowmtd make for

cuermore.
^^

Hut where ye ended haue, now 1 begin

To tread un endlesse trace, withoulcn gtjydc.

Or goo<i direction, how to enter in,

( )r how to issue forth in waiis vntrydc,

In |Hrils strange, in l.ilMnirs long and wiilc,

In wltirh althoiiv;h gcKnl Fortune lui- bel.dl,

Vet sh.dl it not bv none Ik* tt-stifvde.

What is tliiit (|uest ((|uoth tlu ii Sir Arlrtiall)

That you into such |K'rils 'jrcscntly doth call ?
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7

The Blattant Beast (quoth he) I doe pursew,

And through the world incessantly doe chase,

Till I him ouertake, or else subdew :

Yet know I not or how, or in what place

To find him out, yet still I forward trace.

What is that Blattant Beast? (then he

replide.)

It is a Monster bred of hellishe race,

(Then answerd he) which often hath annoyd

Good Knights and Ladies true, and many else

destroyd.
g

Of Cerberus wliilome he was begot,

And fell ChinicBra in her darkesome den,

Through fovvle commixture of his filthy blot;

Where he was fostred long in Stygian fen,

Till he to perfect ripenesse grew, and then

Into this wicked world he forth was sent.

To be the plague and scourge of wretched men

:

Whom with vile tongue and venemous intent

He sore doth wound, and bite, and cruelly

torment.
9

Then since the saluage Island I did leaue,

Sayd Ariegall, I such a Beast did see,

The which did seeme a thousand tongues to

haue.

That al! in spight and malice did agree.

With which he bayd and loudly barkt at mee.

As if that he attonce would me deuoure.

But I that knew my selfe from perill free.

Did nought regard his malice nor his powre.

But he the more his wicked poyson forth did

poure.

That surely is that Beast (saide Calidore)

Which I pursue, of whom I am right glad

To heare these tidings, which of none afore

Through all my weary trauell I haue had :

Yet now some hope your words vnto me add.

Now God you speed (quoth then Sir Artegall)

And keepe your body from the daunger drad :

For ye haue much adoe to deale withall.

So both tooke goodly leaue, and parted seuerall.

II

Sir Calidore thence tnuicllcd not long.

When as by chaunce a comely Squire he found,
That thorough some more mighty enemies

wrong,

Both hand and footc vnto a tree was bound

:

Who seeing liim from farrc, with piteous sound
Of his slirill cries him called to his aide.

To whom approching, in that paincfull stound
Wlien he him saw, for no demaunds he staide,

But first him losde, and afterwards thus to him
saide.

12

Vnhappy Squire,what hard mishap thee brought
Into this bay of perill and disgrace ?

What cruell hand thy wretched thraldome
wrought,

1\nd thee captyued in this shamefuU place ?

To whom he answerd thus ; My haplesse case

Is not occasiond through my misdesert.

But through misfortune, which did me abase

Vnto this shame, and my young hope subuert,

Ere that I in her guilefuU traines was well

expert.

Not farre from hence, vppon yond rocky hill.

Hard by a streight there stands a castle strong,

Which doth obserue a custome lewd and ill,

And ithath long mayntaindwithmightywrong:
For may no Knight nor Lady passe along

That way, (and yet they needs must passe

that way,)

By reason of the streight, and rocks among,
But they that Ladies lockes doe shaue away,
And that knights berd for toll, which they for

passage pay.

A shameful! vse as euer I did heare,

Sayd Calidore, and to be ouerthrowne.

But by what meanes did they at first it reare,

And forwhatcause,tellif thou haue it knowne.
Sayd then that Squire : The Lady which doth

owne
This Castle, is by name Briana hight.

Then which a prouder Lady liueth none :

She long time hath deare lou'd a doughty
Knight,

And sought to win his loue by all the meanes
she might.

His name is Cruder, who through high disdaine

And proud despight of his selfe pleasing mynd,
Refused hath to yeeld her loue againe,

Vntill a Mantle she for him doe fynd,

With beards of Knightsand locks of Ladies lynd.

Which to prouidc, she hath this Castle dight,

And therein hath a Scneschall assynd,

Cald Malefforl, a man of mickle might.

Who executes her wicked will, with worse

despight,
j^

He this same day, as I that way did come
With a faire Damzell. my beloued deare,

In execution of her lawlcsse doome.
Did set vppon vs Hying both for feare :

For little bootes against him hand to reare.

Me first he tooke, vnhable to withstond
;

And whiles he her pursued cuery where,

Till his returne vnto this tree he bond :

Ne wote I surely, whether her he yet haue fond.
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Thus whiles they spake, they heard a ruefull

shrieke

Of one loud crying, which they streight way
ghest.

That it was she, the which for helpe did seeke.

Tho looking vp vnto the cry to lest.

Theysaw thatCarlefromfarre,with hand vnblest

Hay ling that mayden by the yellow heare,

Tliat all her garments from her snowy brest,

And from her head her lockes he nigh did teare,

Ne would he spare for pitty, nor refraine for

feare.
^3

VVliich haynous sight when Calidore beheld,

Eftsooneshe loose! that Squire, and so him left,

With hearts dismay and inward dolour queld,

For to pursue that villaine, which had reft

That piteous spoile by so iniurious theft.

Whom ouertaking, loude to him he cryde
;

Leaue faytor quickely that misgotten weft

To him, that hath it better iustifyde,

And turne thee soone to him, of whom thou art

defyde.

UTio hearkning to that voice, him sclfe vprcard.

And seeing him so fiercely towardes make,

Against him stoutly ran, as nought afeard.

But rather more cnrag'd for those words sake
;

And with sterne count' naunce thus vnto him
sj)ake.

Art thou the caytiuc, tiiat dcfycst me,

And for this Mayd , whose [
Kirt y t hou docst take,

Wilt giuc thy beard, though it ijut little bee ?

Vet shall it not her lockes for raunsome fro me
free.

20

With that he fiercely at him flew, and layd

Oiihideousstrokcswith most importune might,

That oft he m;"ie him stagger as vnstayd.

And oft recuile tosiiunne his shar[)e despght.

Hut Calidore, tiiat was well skild in fight.

Him long forbore, and still his s|)irite sfwrM,
Lying in waite, how him he damadge might,

^^it when he frit him slirinke, and come to

Vard,

EIo '-'water grew, an«l gan to driue at him more
fiard.

21

Like as a water strcanic, whose swelling sourse

Shall driue a Mill, wit liin strong baiicks is pent.

Arul lorig restrayned of his ready (ourse ;

So sfKuie as pass;ige is vnto iiiin lent,

Hr«ak»'s forth, and makes his wav more violent.

Such was the furv of Sir ('altdnrt.

When once he felt his f(K>man to relent ;

He hcrrely him pursuM, an«l pn-sscd sore,

VViu) as he still dcmv'd, so he encrcascd more

The heauy burden of whose dreadfull might
WTien as the Carle no longer could sustaine,

His heart gan faint, and streight he tooke his

flight

Toward the Castle, where if need constraine,

His hope of refuge vsed to remaine.

Whom Calidore perceiuing fast to flie,

He him pursu'd and chaced through the plaine.

That he for dread of death gan loude to crie

Vnto the ward, to open to him hastilie.

They from the wall him seeing so aghast,

The gate soone opened to receiue him in,

But Calidore did follow him so fast.

That euen in the Porch he him did win.

And cleft his head asunder to his chin.

The carkasse tumbling downe within the dore.

Did choke the entraunce with a lumpe of sin.

That it could not be shut, whilest Calidore

Did enter in, and slew the Porter on the flore

24

W^th that the rest, the which the Castle kept,

About him flockt, and hard at him did lay
;

But he them all from him full lightly swept,

As doth a Steare, in heat of ^mmers day,

With his long taile the bryzcs brush away.

Tlicnce passing forth, into the hall he came,

Where of the Lady selfc in sad dismay

He was vmett, who with vncomcly shame
Gan him salute, and fowle vpbrayd with faulty

blame.
^

False traytor Knight, (sayd she) no Knight at

all.

But scorne of armes that hast with guilty hand

Murdred mv men. and slaine my Seneseiiall :

Now comest thou to rob my lunisc viunand.

And spoile my sclfe, that can not thee with-

stand ?

Vet doubt thou not, but that some better

Knight
Then thou, that shall thy treason vndcrstand,

\N'ill it auenge, and pav thee \Niih thv right :

;\nd if none do. vet slKime --hal thee w ith >liame

recjuight.
,^

Much wxs the Knight ab.»sh«<l at that word ;

N'et answerd thus ; Not vnto mc the shame,

But to the shanx fidl d«H-r it allonl.

BIcMid is no l)lrnii-h ; for it is no blame

To punish tlu»se, lli.it (1<H' deserue the simc :

But tlu v that breake Uuids of ciuilitie.

And wirk(<l customer mukr, those «I«h' defame

Both noble armes and gentle nirti-sic.

No greater shame to man then inhumanitie.
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27

Then doe your selfe, for dread of shame, forgoe

This euill manner, which ye here maintaine,

And doe in stead tliereof mild curt'sie showe

To all, that passe. That shall you glory gaine

More thenhisloue,which thus yeseeket'obtaine.

Wherewith all full of wrath, she thus replyde
;

Vile recreant, know that I doe much disdaine

Thy courteous lore, that docst my loue deride,

WTio scornes thy ydle scoffe, and bids thee be

defyde.
^8

To take defiaunce at a Ladies word
(Quoth he) I hold it no indignity ;

But were he here, that would it with his sword

Abett, perhaps he mote it deare aby.

Cowherd (quoth she) were not, that thou

wouldst fly,

Ere he doe come, he should be soone in place.

If I doe so, (sayd he) then liberty

I leaue to you, for aye me to disgrace

With all those shames, that erst ye spake me
to deface.

29
With that a Dwarfe she cald to her in hast,

And taking from her hand a ring of gould,

A priuy token, which betweene them past,

Bad him to flie with all the speed he could.

To Criidor, and desire him that he would
Vouchsafe to rcskue her against a Knight,

Who through strong powre had now her self

in hould,

Hauing late slaine her Scncschall in fight,

And all her people murdred with outragious

might.
^^

The Dwarfe his way did hast,andwcnt allnight;

But Calidore did with her there abyde
The comming of that somuchthreatncd Knight

,

Where tliat discourteous Dame with scornfull

pryde.

And fowle entreaty him indignifyde,

That yron heart it hardly could sustaine :

Yet he, that could his wrath full wisely guyde,
Did well endure her womanish disdaine.

And did \\\\v, selfe from fraile inii)atience re-

fraine.
31

Tlie morrow next, before the lampe of light

Ab'>ue the earth v[)rcard his flaming head,
Th.' Dwarfe, which bore that message to her

knight,

Brought;um-.wcrcbacke,thaterehe tasted bread,
lie would licr succour, and aliue or dead
Iler foe dcliutr vp into her hand :

Therefore lie wiM her doe away all dread ;

And that of him she mote assured stand,
He sent to her his basenet, as a faithfull band.

32

Thereof full blyth the Lady streight became.

And gan t'augment her bitternessemuch more %

Yet no whit more appalled for the same,

Ne ought dismayed was Sir Calidore,

But ratherdidmorechearefullseeme therefore.

And hauing soone his armes about him dight,

Did issue forth, to meete his foe afore

;

Where long he stayed not, when as a Knight
He spide come pricking on with al his powre

and might.

Well weend he streight, that he should be the

same,

Which tooke in hand her quarrellto maintaine;

Ne stayd to aske if it were he by name,
But coucht his speare, and ran at him amaine.

They bene ymett in middest of the plaine.

With so fell fury, and dispiteous forse,

That neither could the others stroke sustaine.

But rudely rowld to ground both man and
horse,

Neither of other taking pitty nor remorse.

34.
But Calidore vprose againe full light,

WTiiles yet his foe lay fast in sencelcsse sound,

Yet wouldhe not him hurt,althoughhe might

:

Forshamehe weenda slcepingwightto wound.
But when Briana saw that drery stound,

There where she stood vppon the Castle wall.

She decm'd him sure to haue bene dead on
ground,

And madesuchpiteous mourning therewithal],

That from the battlements she ready scem'd
to fall.

ZS
Nathlesse at length him selfe he did vprcare

In lustlesse wise, as if against his will.

Ere he had sk'i)t his fill, he wakened were.

And gan to stretch his limbs ; which feeling ill

Of his late fall, a while he rested still

:

But when he saw his foe before in vew.

He shooke off luskishnessc, and courage chill

Kindling a fresh, gan battell to renew,

To proue if better foote then horsebacke would
ensew. ^

There then began a fearefull cruell fray

Betwixt them two, for maystcry of might.

For both were wondrousi^ractickein that play,

And ])assmg well expert in single fight,

And both inflam'd with furious despight

:

Which as it still encreast, so still increast

Their cruell strokes and terrible affright
;

Ne once for ruth their rigour they rehast,

Ne once to brealh a while their angers tempest
ccast.

J
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37
Thus long they trac'd and trauerst to and fro,

And tryde all waies, how each mote entrance

make
Into the life of his malignant foe ;

They hew'd their helmes, and plates asunder
brake,

As they had potshares bene ; for nought mote
slake

Their greedy vengeaunces, but goary blood,

That at the last like to a purple lake

Of bloudy gore congeal'd about them stood,

liVhich from their riuen sides forth gushed like

a flood. „Q

At length it chaunst , that both theirhands on hie
Atoncedidheaue,withalltheirpo\vreandmight,

Thinking the vtmost of their force to trie.

And proue the finall fortune of the fight

:

But Calidore, that was more quicke of sight,

And nimbler handed, then his enemie,

Preuented him before his stroke could light,

And on the helmet smote him formcrlie,

rhat made him stoupe to ground with meckc
humilitie.

39
\n(l ere he could recouer foot againc,

lie following that faire aduantagc fast,

His stroke redoubled with such might and
maine,

That him vpon the ground he groueling cast

;

And leaping to him light, would hauc vnlast

His Iklinc, to make vnto his vengeance way.
Who seeing, in what daungcr he was plast,

Crydc out, Ah mercie Sir, doe me not slav,

But sauc my life, which lot before your fo(jl

doth lay.
•^ 40

i^Vilh that his mortall hand a wiiilc he stayd,

And liauingsornewhutcilmM his wraihfull heat

NN'itli gofxily p.itifiicf, thus he to him savd ;

And is the boast r»f tlial proud I«idies threat.

That menaced mc from the field to beat,

Now brought to tills? liy thisnownuyyclearne,
Strangers no more so ru<lely to intrcat,

I'ul put .'iwav proud lookc, and vsagc stcrne,

rhe whi(h shal nought to you but foule «lis-

honor vearne.
.

' .

*

'

For nothing is more blamcfull to a knight,

Th it court 'sit* doth as well jus urnu-s itrofcsse,

How eu«r strong and fitrtiniale in lignt,

Tlicn the reproch of pride ami rruclntssc.

In vaine l>e secketh otluT>> to suppnsso.
Who hath rtot I •arrul liiiu s<-lff hrsi to suUJcw :

All Ik-sli is fravlc, and full of hrklrnessr,

Sul)ircltofortunfschanrc,5till(haurniingncw;

kViial haj)s lod.iy tonic, to morrow luavtovou.

Who will not mercie vnto others shew,

How can he mercy euer hope to haue ?

To pay each with his owne is right and dew.

Yet since ye mercie now doe need to craue,

I will it graunt, your hopelesse Ufe to saue
;

With these conditions, which I will propound :

First, that ye better shall your selfe behaue
Vnto all errant knights, whereso on ground ;

Next that ye Ladies ayde in euery stead and
stound.

43 , .

The wretched man, that all this while did dwell

In dread of death, his heasts did gladly heare.

And promist to performe hi> precept well,

And whatsoeuer else he would requere.

So su firing him to rise, he made him sweare

By his owne sword, and by the crosse thereon.

To take Briana for his louing fere,

Withouten dowre or composition ;

But to release his former foule condition.

44
All which accepting, and with faithfull oth

Bynding himselfe most tirmely to obay.

He vp arose, how euer liefe of loth,

And swore to him true fealtic for aye.

Then forth he cald from sorrowfull dismay
The sad Briana, which all this beheld :

Who comming forth yet full of late afiray,

Sir Calidore vpcheard, and to her teld

.\11 this accord, to which heOz/Ji^/ hadcompeld.

45
Whereof she now more glatl, then scry earst,

All ouercome with inhnile aflect.

For his exceeding rourtt^sie. that |->carst

Her stubborne hart with inward dcepe effect,

Before lus fi-et her selfe she did proitct,

And him adoring as her lines doare Lord.

With all due thankes. anil dutifuU res|H.rt,

Ilersilfi- acknowlcdg'd bound for that accord,

I'y whit h he luid to her both life and louc

nstord.

46
So ;dl reluming to the Castle glad,

Most ioyfully she them did cntertaine.

Where goinlly glee and feast to them she made,
To shew her thankefull niiml and meaning

faine.

Bv all the meanes she mote it U-st expLiinc:

And aft«r all. vntti Sir ( aluhrr

She freely gaue that Castle for his p.iine.

.\nil her sclle bound to him for eurrmore ;

So womlrotisiy now chaung'd, from that she

was nforc.
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47
But Calidore himselfe would not retaine

Nor land nor fee . for hyre of his good deede,

But gaue them streight vnto that Squire againe,

Whom from her Seneschali he lately freed,

A!)d to his damzell as their rightfuU meed,

For recompence of all their former wrong :

There he remaind with them right well agreed,

Till of his wounds he wexed hole and strong,

And then to his first questhe passed forth along.

Cant. II,

Calidore sees young Tristram slay

A proud discourteous knight,

He makes him Squire, and oj him learnes

his state and present plight.

I

What vertue is so fitting for a knight,

Or for a Ladie, whom a knight should loue,

As Curtesie, to bsare themselues aright

To all of each degree, as doth behoue ?

For whether they be placed high aboue.

Or low beneath, yet ought they well to know
Their good, that none them rightly may

reproue

Of rudenesse, for not yeelding what they owe :

Great skill it is such duties timely to bestow.

2

Thereto great helpedame Nature selfe doth lend:

For some so goodly gratious are by kind.

That euery action doth them much commend,
And in the eyes of men great liking find

;

Which others, that haue greater skill in mind.

Though they enforcethemsclues,cannotattaine.
For euerie thing, to which cne is inclin'd.

Doth best become, and greatest grace doth

gaine :

Yet i^raise likewise deserue good thewes, enforst

with paine.

That well in courteous Calidore appeares.

Whose euery deed and word, that he did say,

Was like enchantment, that through both the

eyes.

And both the cares did steale the hart away.
He now againe is on his former way.
To follow his first quest, when as he spyde
A tall young man from thence not farre away.
Fighting on foot, as well lie him descryde,

Against an armed knight, that did on horse-

backe ryde.

And them beside a Ladie faire he saw.

Standing alone on foot, in foule array :

To whom himselfe he hastily did draw,

To weet the cause of so vncomely fray,

And to depart them, if so be he may.
But ere he came in place, that youth had kild

That armed knight, that low on ground he lay

;

Which when he saw. his hart was inly child

With great amazement, and his thought with
wonder fild.

Him stedfastly he markt, and saw to bee
A goodly youth of amiable grace,

Yet but a slender slip, that scarse did see

Yet seuenteeneyeares, but talland faire of face

That sure he deem'd him borne of noble race.

All in a woodmans iacket he was clad

Of Lincolne greene, belayd with siluer lace ;

And on his head an hood with aglets sprad,

And by his side his hunters home he hanging
had.

g

Buskins he wore of costliest cordwayne,
Pinckt vpon gold, and paled part per part,

As then the giiize was for each gentle swayne ;

In his right hand he held a trembling dart,

Whose fellow he before had sent apart

;

And ill his left he held a sharpe borespeare,

W'ith which he wont to launch the saluage hart

Of many a Lyon, and of many a Beare
That first vnto his hand in chase did happen

neare.
^

Whom Calidore a while well hauing vewed,

At length bespake ; What meanes this,

gentle swaine ?

Why hath thy hand too bold it selfe embrewed
Li blood of knight, the which by thee is slaine,

By thee no knight ; which armes impugneth
plaine ?

Certes (said he) loth were I to haue broken
The law of armes

;
yet breake it should againe,

Rather then let my selfe of wight be stroken,

So long as these two armes were able to be
wroken. o

For not I him, as this his Ladie here

May witnesse well, did offer first to wrong,

Ne surely thus vnarm'd I likely were ;

But he me first, through pride and puissance

strong

Assayld,not knowing what to armesdoth long.

Perdie great blame, (then said Sir Calidore)

For armed knight a wight vnarm'd to wrong.

But then aread, thou gentle chyld, wherefore

Betwixt you two began this strife and sterne

1 vprore.
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rhat shall I sooth (said he) to you declare.

I whose vnryper yeares are yet vnfit

For thing of weight, or worke of greater care.

Doe spend my dayes,and bend my carelesse wit

To saluage chace, where I thereon may hit

In all this forrest, and wyld wooddie raine :

Where, as this day I was enraunging it,

I chaunst to meete this knight, who there lyes

slaine,

rc^ether with this Ladie, passing on the plaine.

lO

rhe knight, as ye did see, on horsebacke was.

And this his Ladie, (that him ill became,)

On her faire feet by his horse side did pas

Through thicke and thin, vnfit for any Dame,
Yet not content, more to increase his shame.

When so she lagged, as she needs mote so,

He with his speare, that was tohim great blame,

Would thumpe her forward,and in force to goe,

nVeeping to him in vaine, and making piteous

woe.

>\liich when I saw, as they me passed by,

Much was I moued in indignant mind,
And gan to blame him for such cruelty

Towards a Ladie, whom with vsage kind

He rather should haue taken vp behind.

Whcrcwithhe wroth,and full of proud disdainc.

To<jke in foulcscoriie, that I such fault did find.

And me in lieu thereof rcuil'd againe,

rhreatning to chastize me, as doth t'a chyld

I)ertainc. j,

kVTiich I no Icssc disdayning, backc rcturind

His scornefull taunts vnto his tectli againe,

That he strcight way with haughtic choler

burned, [twaiiie
;

And with his speare strookc me one stroke or

Wiii( li I cnforst to Ixare though to my j)aine,

Cast to re(juite, and with a slender dart,

Fellow of this I bcare, throwne not in vainc,

Str(K)ke him, as seemclh, viiderneatii tin- hart

.

That tlin)ii;;h the wound his sinrit shortly did

ikparl.

. .
*^^

Much difl Sir Calidore admyre his spcach

Ti-riipn-dso well, but inon-iidniyrM the stroke

Tlial through the mayles had nuide so strong

a briarh

Into his hart, and had so stcrncly wrokc
Hi", wrath on hitn, tli;il lirst occasion broke.

Vet resttrj not, but further gan in<niire

Of that same Uulie, wiiethcr wli.il he spoke,

W'ere sootljlv so, and that tirvnrightcous ire

Of her owne knight, had giuen him liis ownc
due hire.

14

Of all which, when as she could nought deny,

But cleard that stripling of th' imputed blame,

Sayd then Sir Calidore ; Neither will I [clame:

Him charge with guilt, but rather doe quite

For what he spake, for you he spake it. Dame :

And what he did, he did him selfe to saue :

Against both which that knight wrought

knightlesse shame.

For knights and all men this by nature haue,

Towards allwomenkind them kindly to behaue.

5
But sith that he is gone irreuocable.

Please it you Ladie, to vs to arcad.

What cause could make him so dishonourable,

To driue you so on foot vnfit to tread,

And lackey by him, gainst all womanhead ?

Certes Sir knight (sayd she) full loth I were

To rayse a lyuing blame against the dead :

But since it me concernes, my selfe to ckre,

I will the truth discouer,as it chaunst whykre.

16

This day, as he and I together roade

Vpon our way, to whicli we weren bent.

We chaunst to come foreby af couert glade

Within a wood, whereas a Ladie gent

Sate with a knight in ioyous ioUiment

Oftheirfrankeloues.frcefromallgcalousspycs:

Faire was the Ladie sure, that mote content

An iiart, not carried willi too curious eyes,

And vnto him did shew all lonely courttsyes.

Whom when my knigiil did see so louely faire.

He inly gan her loner to enuy,

;\n{l wish, that he i)art of hisspoylemight share.

Whereto when as my presence he did spy

To be a let, he bad me by and by

Vox to alight : but when as 1 was loth,

My loues owne part to leauc so sudtlenly,

He with strong hand down from his steed me
throw'lh,

.\n<l with presnmpteous powrc against that

knight streighl go'th.

18

VnarmM all was the knight , as then more mcetc

For Ladies seruice, an<l for loues delight,

TIk-u fearing any ftKinan llieie to nu ete :

Whereof he t;ikingo<ldes.s(reightbi<lshinidight

Hiniselfe to veeld his lone, or eKe tti fight.

Whereat the other starling vp dismavd.

Yet boldly unswer'd, as he right Iv might
;

To Kane his lone he shouUl be ill apayd,

In whi( h he had good right guynst all, that it

I
giiiiiesayd.
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19

Yet since he was not presently in plight

Her to defend, or his to iustifie,

He him requested, as he was a knight.

To lend liim day his better right to trie,

Or stay till he his armes, which were thereby,
flight lightly fetch. But he was fierce and

whot,

Ne time would giue, nor any termes aby,
But at him flew, and with his speare him smot

;

From which to thinke to saue himselfe, it booted
not.

20

Meane while his Ladie, which this outrage saw,

^^^ulest they together for the quarrey stroue,

Into the couert did her selfe withdraw,

And closely hid her selfe within the groue.

My knight hers soone, as seemes, to daunger
droue

And left sore wounded : but when her he mist.

He woxe halfe mad, and in that rage gan roue

And range through all the wood, where so he

wist

She hidden was, and sought her so long, as

him list.
21

But when as her he by no meanes could find.

After long search and chauff, he turned backe
\'nto the place, where me he left behind :

There gan he me to curse and ban, for lacke

Of that faire bootie, and with bitter wracke
To wreake on me the guilt of his owne wrong.
Of all which I yet glad to beare the packe,

Stroue to appease him, and perswadcd long:

But still his passion grew more violent and
strong.

•^ 22

Then as it were t'auenge his wrath on mee,
When forward we should fare, he flat refused

To take me vp (as this young man did see)

Vpon his steed, for no iust cause accused.

But forst to trot on foot, and foule misused,
Pounching me with the butt end of his speare,
In vaine complayning, to be so abused.
For he regarded neither playnt nor teare,

But more enforst my paine, the more my plaints
to heare.

.
23

So passed we, till this young man vs met,
And being moou'd with pittie of my plight,
Spake, as was meet, for ease of my regret

:

Whereof befell, what now is in your sight.
Now sure (then said Sir Calidorc) and r\\i\\\.

Me seemes, that him befell by his owne fault :

Wlio euer ihinkcs through confidence of niii^^ht.

Or through sujjport of count'nance proud
and hault

Towrongtheweaker,oftfallesinhisowneassault.

24
Then turning backe vnto that gentle boy,

Which had himselfe so stoutly well acquit

;

Seeing his face so louely sterne and coy,

And hearing th'answeres of his pregnant wit,

He praysd it much, and much admyred it ;

That sure he weend him borne of noble blood,

With whom those graces did so goodly tit

:

And when he long had him beholding stood,

He burst into these words, as to him seemed
good.b 25

Faire gentle swayne, and yet as stout as fayre,

That in these woods amongst the Nymphs
dost wonne,

Which dailymay to thy sweete lookes repayre,

As they are wont vnto Latonaes sonne,

After his chace on woodie Cynthus donne :

Well may I certes such an one thee read,

As by thy worth thou worthily hast wonne,
Or surely borne of some Heroicke sead,

That in thy face appeares and gratious goodly-

head, r
26

But should it not displease thee it to tell

;

(A^nlesse thou in these woods thy selfe conceale,

For loue amongst the woodie Gods to dwell
;)

I would thy selfe require thee to reueale,

For deare aiTection and vnfayned zeale,

Which to thy noble personage I beare,

And wish thee grow in worship and great

weale.

For since the day that armes I first did reare,

I neuer saw in any greater hope appeare.

27
To whom then thus the noble youth ; I^Iay be
Sir knight, that by discouering my estate,

Harme may arise vnweeting vnto me ;

Nathelcsse, sith ye so courteous seemed late,

To you I will not feare it to relate.

Then wote ye that I am a Briton borne,

Sonne of a King, how euer thorough fate

Or fortune I my countrie haue forlorne,

And lost the crowne, which should my head by
right adorne. o"^ 28

And Tristram is my name, the onely heire

Of good king Mcliogras which did rayne
In Cornewalc, till that he through Hues

despcire

Vntimely dyde, before I did attaine

Ripe ycares of reason, my right to maintaine.

After whose death, his brother seeing mee
An infant, weake a kingdomc to sustaine,

\\)o\\ him tooke the roiall liigh degree,

And sent me, where him list, instructed for to

bee.
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^9
he widow Queenemy mother, which then hight

Faire Emiline, conceiuing then great feare

Of my fraile safetie, resting in the might
Of him, that did the kingly Scepter beare,

^Miose gealous dread induring not a peare,

I5 wont to cut ofT all, that doubt may breed,

rhought best away me to remoue somewhere
[nto some forrein land, where as no need

f dreaded daunger might his doubtfuU humor
feed.

.30
.

3 taking counsell of a wise man red,

5he was by him aduiz'd, to send me quight

Dut of the countrie, wherein I was bred,

rhe which the fertile Lionesse is hight,

[nto the land of Faerie, where no wight
should weet of me, nor worke me any wrong.
fo whose wise read she hearkning, sent me
streight

[nto this land, where I haue wond thus long,

nee I was ten yeares old, now growen to

stature strong.

11 which my daics I haue not lewdly spent,

S'or spilt the blossome of my tender yeares

[n ydlesse, but as was conuenicnt,

^aue trayned bene with many noble feres

in gentle thewcs, and such like sccmclv lores,

klongst which my most delight hath alwaies

been,

Po hunt tlw saluage chace amongst my pcres,

")f all that raungcth in the forrest grecnc ;

f which none is to me vnknowne, that eu'r was
scene.

.

32
eis there haukc,whiclunantlethher on poarch,

iVhclher high towring, or arcoasliug low,

[iut I the measure of her fligljt (loo search,

\nd all her pray, and all her did know.
5uchbeour if)yes,whi<hiii these forrestsgrow:

.)Mi-ly the vsc of armes, which most I iov,

\nd fittcth mf>st for noble swavnc to know,
[ haue not tasletl yet, yet past a lx)V,

nd being now high time these strong ioynts to

iinplov.
'

. -^-^

hen-fore, g(xxl Sir, siih now ocrasion jit

[)oth fall, whose like hereafter seldonK* mav,
[>«-t me this crauc, vnworthy thr»ugh of it,

riial vc will make me .^vniirc without delay,

riial fr<»m hcnreforth in h.itteilous urrav
I mav beare armes, and leartic to vse tluin

rigiit ;

V)\r r itluT since that fortune hath this dav
•I to mr the spoilc of this dcafi kiiiftht,

iffMKlly giUkn nrmes, whirh 1 haue won
in light.'

34
All which when well Sir Calidore had heard.

Him much more now, then earst he gan admire.

For the rare hope which in his yeares appear'd.

And thus replide ; Faire chyld, the high desire

To loue of armes, which in you doth aspire,

I may not certes without blame denie
;

But rather wish, that some more noble hire,

(Though none more noble then is cheualrie,)

I had, you to reward with greater dignitie.

35
There him he causd to kneele, and made to

sweare

Faith to his knight, and truth to Ladies all,

And ncuer to be recreant, for feare

Of perill, or of ought that might befall

:

So he him dubbed, and his Squire did call.

Fullglad and ioyous then young rri'5/rti»; grew.

Like as a flowre, whose silken leaues small.

Long shut vp in the bud from heauens vew,
At length brcakcs forth, and brode displayes his

smyling hew.
36

Thus when they long had treated to and fro,

And CaliJorc betooke him to dfpart,

Chyld Tristram prayd, that he with him
might goe

On his aduenturc, vowing not to start.

But wayt on him in eucr)- place and part.

Whereat Sir Calidore did much delight,

.\nd greatly ioy'd at his so noble hart,

In hope he sure would proue a doughtie

knight :

Vet for the time this answcre he to him behight.

fihul woulil I surely be, ihou courteous Squire

To haue thy jtrescnce in n»y present ijuest,

That mote thy kindled courage set on tire,

.•\nd flame forth honour in thy noble brcst :

But I am bound by vow, uhiih I profist

To IMV clread .^oueraine, wWw I it ass.iyd.

That ill atchieuenunt o| her high behest.

I should no creature ioyne vnlo mine aytle,

For thy I may not gniunt, that ye so greatly

pravde.
.'

. .
?>^

But since this Iridic is all desol.ite,

.\n<l nifiieth s;if«g;ird now \\m\\\ her wny,

\c nuiv doe well in this lur neetlfull state

To sueroiir her. fron> daunger of «li>«may ;

That thaiikfull gu<rdoii may to you r«|>Jiy.

The noble vm|>e of such new srruicc fayi»c,

It pladlv di<l accept, as he tVA say.

So taking onirteous Uauc, thev |>artod twnync,

And Calidore forth jKisscd to his fonncr |>nync.
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39
But Tristram then despoyling that dead knight

Of all those goodly implements of prayse,

Long fed his greedie eyes with the faire sight

Of the bright mettall.shyning like Sunnerayes;

Handling and turning them a thousand wayes.

And after hauing them vpon him dight,

He tooke that Ladie, and her vp did rayse

Vpon the steed of her owne late dead knight,

So with her marched forth, as she did him
behight.

There to their fortune leaue wc them awhile,

And turne we backe to good Sir Calidore
;

Who ere he thence had traueild many a mile,

Came to the place, whereas ye heard afore

This knight, whom Tristram slew, had
wounded sore

Another knight in his despiteous pryde
;

There he that knight found lying on the flore,

With many wounds full perilous and wyde,
That all his garments, and the grasse in ver-

meill dyde.

And there beside him sate vpon the ground
His wofull Ladie, piteously complayning
With loud laments that most vnluckie stound,

Andhersadselfewithcarefullhandconstrayning

To wype his wounds, and ease their bitter

payning.

Which sorie sight when Calidore did vew
Withheauieeyne,fromtcaresvneathrefrayning,

His mightie hart theirmournefullcasecanrew,
And for their better comfort to them nigher

drew.
42

Then speaking to the Ladie, thus he sayd :

Ye dolefuU Dame, let not your gricfe empeach
To tell, what cruell hand hath thus arayd
This knight vnarm'd,withsovnknightlybreach
Of armes, that if I yet him nigh may reach,

I may auenge him of so foule dospight.

Tlie Ladie hearing his so courteous speach,

Gan reare her eyes as to the chearefull light.

And from hor sory hart few heauie words forth

sight.

.
43

Inwhichshcshew'd,howthatdiscourteousknight
(Whom Tristram slew) them in that shadow

found,

loying together in vnbbm'd delight,

And him vnarm'd, as now he lav on ground,
Charg'dwiili his spearcandmortallvdid wound,
Withoulen cause, but onely her to rcaue
From him, to whom she was for cuer bound :

Yet when she fled into that couert grcaue,
He her not finding, both them thus nigh dead

did leaue.

44
When Calidore this ruefull storie had
Well vnderstood, he gan of her demand.
What manner wight he was, and how yclad,

Which had tliis outrage wrought with wicked

hand.

She then, like as she best could vnderstand,

Him thus describ'd, to be of stature large.

Clad all in gilden armes, with azure band
Quartred athwart, and bearing in his targe

A Ladie on rough waues, row'd in a sommer
barge.

. .
45

Then gan Sir Calidore to ghesse streight wcy
By many signes, which she described had,

Thatthiswashe,whom Tristram earst did slay,

And to her said ; Dame be no longer sad :

For he, that hath your Knight so ill bestad,

Isnowhimselfeinmuch more wretched plight;

These eyes him saw vpon the cold earth sprad,

The meede of his desert for that despight,

Which to your selfe he wrought, and to your
loued knight. ^" 46

Therefore faire Lady lay aside this griefe,

Which ye haue gathered to your gentle hart,

For that displeasure ; and thinke what reliefe

Were best deuise for this your loners smart.

And how ye may him hence, and to what part

Conuay to be recur'd. She thankt him deare,

Both for that newes he did to her impart.

And for the courteous care, which he did beare

Both to her loue, and to her selfe in that sad

dreare.
47

Yet could she not deuise by any wit,

Howthenceshemightconuayhimtosomeplace.
For him to trouble she it thought vnfit.

That was a straunger to her wretched case ;

Andhimtobeare,she thought it thing too base.

Which when as he perceiu'd, he thus bespake ;

Faire Lady let it not you sceme disgrace,

To beare this burden on your dainty backe ;

My selfe will beare a part, coportion of your

packe. ^

^3
So off he did his shield, and downeward layd

Vpon the ground, like to an hollow beare ;

And powringbalmc,which hehadlongpuruayd,
Into his wounds, him vp thereon did reare,

And twixt them both with parted paines did

beare,

Twixt life and death, not knowing what was
donne.

Thence they him carried to a Castle nearc.

In which a worthy auncient Knight did wonne

:

Where what ensu'd, shall in next Canto be

bcgonne.
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Cant. III.

Calidore brings Priscilla home,

Pursues Oie Blatant Beast : y
Saues Serena whilest Calepine

By Turpine is opprest.

I

rrue is, that whilome that good Poet sayd,

The gentle minde by gentle deeds is knowne.

For a man by nothing is so well bewrayd,

As by his manners, in which plaine is showne

Of what degree and what race he is growne.

For seldome scene, a trotting Stalion get

An ambling Colt, that is his proper owne :

So seldome scene, that one in bascncssc set

)oth noble courage shew, with curteous man-

ners met.
2

Jut cucrmore contrary hath bene tryde,

Tiut gentle bloud will gentle manners breed ;

As well may be in Calidore dcscryde,

By late ensample of that courteous deed,

Done to that wounded Kniglit ill his great need,

Whomonhisbacke he bore, till he him brought

Vnto the Castle where they had decreed.

There of the Knight, the whicii that Castle

ought,

[o make abode that night he greatly was

besought.
3

Ic was to wccte a man of full ripe ycarts,

That in his youth harl JK-ene of nuckle nii^ht

.

And borne great sway in arnu-s ainoug^i liis

|>cares

:

Hut now wcake age had diind his candle light.

Yi'l was he courteous still to eticry wight,

And loucd all that did to arines incline,

And was the father of that w(ninde«l Kiii;^ht,

Whom Ciilidorr tliu-. cirritd on his cliine,

\\\i\ \},lu<i w.ishisiiaine,;ui(l liissoiiiies .Mailmr.

VIk) when ho saw his sonnc so ill l>cdiv'l>t,

With bleeding wounds, brought home vpon

a Beare,

Bv a faire Lady, and a straunger Kni^^ht,

W.ii itilv t(»U(lied with compassion deare,

And deare affection of so dolefull drrar«-,

Tint he these wor< Is burst forth; AlisoryU»y,

Is this the lio|>o that to mv hoary hearc

Th(»u brings f aie mc, is this the timely ioy.

N\\\c\\ I cxpcctctllong,nowtvirn<l tosaij annoy

?

Such is the weakenesse of all mortall hope
;

So tickle is the state of earthly things,

That ere they come vnto their aymed scope,

They fall too short of our fraile reckonings,

And bring vs bale and bitter sorro^^•ings,

In stead of comfort, which we should embrace

:

This is the state of Keasars and of Kings.

Let none therefore, that is in meaner place,

Too ereatlv <zrieue at anv his \'nluckv case.

So well and wisely did that good old Knighc
Temper his griefe, and turned it to cheare,

To cheare his guests, whom he had stayd that

night,

And make their welcome to them well appeare

:

That to Sir Calidore was easie gcare
;

But that faire Lady would be cheard fornought

,

But sigh'd and sorrow'd for her louer deare.

And inly did afflict her pensiue thought.

With thinking to what casehername should now
be brought.

7

For she was daughter to a noble Lord,

Wliich dwelt thereby, who souglit her to afTy

To a great pere ; but she did disaccord,

Ne could her liking to his loue apply,

But lou'd this fresh young Knight, who dwelt

her ny,

Tlie lusty Aladine, though meaner boriiO,

And of lesse liuelood and liability.

Yet full of valour, the whicli did adornc

Ilis mcancssc much, and make her th'others

riches scorne.
8

.So hauing Iwth found fit occasion.

They met together in that luckelesse glaiio ;

Where that proud Knight in his presumption

The gentle Alidinc diil earsl inuaile,

lU'ing vnarm'd, and set in secret shaile.

Whereof she now bethinking, gan t'adui^o,

I low great a hazard she at earst had made
Of her goo<l fame, and further gan ilcuize.

How she the blame miglit salue with colourcil

disguize.

9
But Calidore with all good courtesie

Fain'd her to fri-litke. and to put away
The i>cnsiue ht of her melanrholic ;

And that old Knight bv all meanes did assay,

To make them both as merrv as he may.
So ihey the euening past, till time of rest,

When Ciilidorf in seemlv gixnl array

N'ntoliis bowre was brought .and there vn<lrest,

I)i<lslre|H'all night ihrougli weary trauellof his

quest.



348 THE VI. BOOKE OF THE Cant. Ill,

10

But faire Priscilla (so that Lady hight)

Would to no bed, nor take no kindely sleepe,

But by her wounded loue did watch all night,

And all the night for bitter anguish weepe,

And with her teares his wounds did wash and
steepe.

So wellshe washtthem,and so wellshe wachthim,
That of the deadly swound,in which full deepe

He drenched was,she at thelength dispacht him.
And droue away the stound, which mortally

attacht him.
II

The morrow next, when day gan to vplooke.

He also gan vplooke with drery eye,

Like one that out of deadly dreame awooke :

Where when he saw his faire Priscilla by.

He deepely sigh'd, and groaned inwardly,

To thinke of this ill state, in which she stood,

To which she for his sake had weetingly

Now brought her selfe, and blam'd her noble

blood

:

For first, next after life, he tendered her good.

12

Which she perceiuing, did with plenteous teares

His care more then her owne compassionate,

ForgetfuU of her owne, to minde his feares :

So both conspiring, gan to intimate

Each others griefe with zeale affectionate.

And twixt them twainewith equallcare to cast.

How to saue whole her hazarded estate
;

For which the onely helpe now left them last

Seem'd to be Calidore : all other helpes were
past

,3

Him they did deeme, as sure to them he seemed,

A courteous Knight,and full of faithfull trust

:

Therefore tohim their cause they best esteemed
Whole to commit, and to his dealing iust.

Earely, so soone as Titans beames forth brust

Through the thicke clouds, in which they

steeped lay

All night in darkenesse, duld with yron rust,

Calidore rising vp as fresh as day,
Gan freshly him addresse vnto his former way.

But first him seemed fit, that wounded Knight
To visite, after tliis nights perillous passe,

And to salute him, if he were in phght.
And eke that Lady his faire lonely lasse.

There he him found much better then he was,
And moued spcach to him of things of course.

The anguish of his paine to oucrp.asse

:

Mongst which he namely did to him discourse.

Of former dales mishap, his sorrowes wicked
sourse.

^5
Of which occasion Aldtne taking hold,

Gan breake to him the fortunes of his loue,

And all his disaduentures to vnfold
;

That Calidore it dearly deepe did moue.
In th'end his kyndly courtesie to proue,

He him by all the bands of loue besought,

And as it mote a faithfull friend behoue,

To safeconduct his loue, and not for ought

To leaue, till to her fathers house he had her
j

brought.
)

i6 i

Sir Calidore his faith thereto did plight,
j

It to performe : so after little stay,
|

That she her selfe had to the iourney dight, '

He passed forth with her in faire array,

Fearelesse, who ought did thinke, or ought did

_say,_

Sith his own thought he knew most cleare

from wite.

So as they past together on their way.
He can denize this counter-cast of slight.

To giue faire colour to that Ladies cause in

sight.

I?

Strcight to the carkasse of that Knight he went.

The cause of all this euill, who was slaine

The day before by iust auengement
Of noble Tristram, where it did remaine

:

There he the necke thereof did cut in twaine.

And tooke with him the head, the signe of

shame.

So forth he passed thorough that dales paine,

Till to that Ladies fathers house he came.
Most pensiue man, through feare, what of his

childe became.
i8

There he arriuing boldly, did present

The fearefull Lady to her father dcare,

Most perfect pure, and guiltlesse innocent

Of blame, as hedid on his Knighthood sweare.

Since first he saw her, and did free from feare

Of a discourteous Knight, who her had reft,

And by outragious force away did beare :

Witnesse thereof he shew'd his head there left,

And wretched life forlorne for vcngement of his

theft.

^9
Most ioyfull man her sire was her to see,

Andhcaroth'aduentureofherlatemischaunce;

And thousand thankes to Calidore for fee

Of his large paincs in her deliueraunce

Did yeeld ; Ne lesse the Lady did aduaunce.

Thus hauing her restored trustily.

As ho had vow'd, some small continuaunce

He there did make, and then most carefully

Vnto his first cxploite he did him selfe apply.
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20 --\

>o 05 he was pursuing of his quest \

He ciiaunst to come whereas a iolly Knight,
In couert shade him selfe did safely rest,

To solace with his Lady in dehght

:

His warlike armes he had from him vndight

:

For that him selfe he thought from daunger
free,

And far fromenuious eyes that motehim spight.

And eke the Lady was full faire to see,

^d courteous withall, becoimiiing her degree.

21

ro whom Sir Calidore approaching nye.

Ere they were well aware of liuing wight

Them much abasht, but more him selfe

thereby.

That he so rudely did vppon them light,

And troubled had their quiet loues delight.

Yet since it was his fortune, not his fault,

Him selfe thereof he labour'd to acquite,

And pardon crau'd for his so nish default,

riiat he gainst courtesie so fowly did default.

22

\'ith which his gentle words and goodly wit

He soone allayd that Kniyhts conceiu'd

displeasure,

That he besought him downe by him to sit,

That they mote treat of things abrode at

Icasure
;

And of aduentures, which had in liis measure
Of so long waies to him btf.dk n Lite.

So downe ho sate, and williduli^'lit. full pkixsure

His lorifT aduentures ^'an to him relate,

/Vhich he endured had through daungerous
debate.

'^
)f which wliik'St they discoursed both to^'ether,

Tiie f.iirc St'rfna (so his Lady hi^lil)

Alliir'd with myldnessc of the gentle wclhcr,
And pleasaunceofthcj (lace, the which wxsdij^hl
Wiih diners flowres distinct with rare <leli;,'hl,

\V;uidre<l about the fields, as likiM^^ led

Hit waueriug lust after her wandriii^,' sij^hl,

To make a garland to a<lorMe her hcti,

(Vilhout suspect of ill or dauiiyers hidden dretl.

VII s'.d;iiritly out of the Forrest ncrc
The HIalant Hrasl forth rushing vnaware,
Caut:ht her tliMsloosely wand rin^,'h(•rean( I there,

And in his wide j^'real mouth away h<r bare,
Cr\ inj; ahtud in vain«-, to shew her sad misfarc
Vnto the Kni^'hts, and railing' oft for ayde,
Who with the horrour of Ijcr haplcHHc aire
H.Lstily starting vp, like men dismaydc,
Ran after fast to rcskuc the distressed inaydc

The Beast with their pursuit incited more,
Into the wood was bearing her apace
For to haue spoyled her, when Calidore

Whowas more light of foote and swift in chace,

Him ouertooke in middest of his race :

And fiercely charging him with all his might,
Forst to forgoe his pray there in the place,

And to betake him selfe to fearefull Hight

;

For he durst not abide with Calidore to fight.

26

Who nathelesse, when he the Ladv saw
There left on ground, thoughin full euill plight.

Yet knowing that her Knight now heare did
draw,

Staide not to succour her in that affright,

But foUow'd fast the Monster in his flight

:

Through woods and hil> he foUow'd him so fast.

That henould let him breath norgather spright.

But forst him gape and gaspe, with dread
aghast.

As if his lungsand lites were nigh asunder brast.

27
And now by this Sir Cahpiue, sfi hight,

Came to the place, where he his Lady found
In dolorous dismay and deadly plight.

All in gore bloud there tumbled on the ground,
Hauing botli sides through grypt with griesly

wound.
His weapons soone from him he threw away,
And stouning downe to her in drery swound,
Vprear'd lier from the ground ^\ hereon she lay,

And in liis tender amies her forced vp to stay.

28
So well he did his busic paincs a|iply,

That the faint sprite he ilid reuoke againc,
To her fraile mansion of mortality.

Then vp he tooke her Iwixt his armes twaine,
And setting on his steede. her did sustainc

With careful I hands soft ftKtting her Ix-sidc,

Till to some place of rest tliey mote attaine.

Where she in safe itssuraunce mote abide,

Till she rccurcd were of tht>sc her woundcs wide.

2f)

Now when as Pluvbus with lii> fiery wainc
Vnto his Inne lugan to draw apace ;

Tht) wexing weary of that toyhsoine p;iinc,

In trauellint^ '"> f(K)te vo long a space,

Not wont on f(Mitc with heauy armes to trace,

Downe in a dale forby a riucrs sydc,

He channst to spie a fairc and stately place,

To which he meant his weary str|>s to guydc,
In hoi>e there for his lotie s<nne succour to

prouyde.
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But comming to the riuers side, he found

That hardly passable on foote it was :

Therefore there still he stood as in a stound,

Newistwhicliwayhethroughthefoordmotepas.

Thus wliilest he was in this distressed case,

Deuising what to doe, he nigh espyde

An armed Knight approaching to the place.

With a faire Lady lincked by his syde,

The which themselucs prepard thorough the

foord to ride.

Whom Calepine saluting (as became)
Besought of courtesie in that his neede,

For safe conducting of his sickely Dame,
Through that same perillous foord with better

heede.

To take him vp behinde vpon his steed.

To whom that other did this taunt returne.

Perdy thou i>easant Knight ,mightstrightlyreed
Me then to be full base and euill borne,

~.i I would beare behinde a burden of such

scorne.
32

But as thou hast thy steed forlorne with shame,
So fare on foote till thou another gayne.

And let thy Lady likewise doe the same.

Or beare her on thy backe with pleasing paync.

And proue thy manhood on the billowes vaync.

With which rude speach his Lady much
displeased.

Did himreproue, yet could him not rcstrayne,

And would on herowne Palfrey himhaue eased,

For pitty of liis Dame, whom she saw so

diseased.

Sir Calepine her thanckt, yet inly wroth
Against her Knight, her gentlenesse refused.

And carelesly into the riuer goth.

As in despight to be so fowle abused
Of a rude clnirle, whom oiten he accused
Of fowle discourtesie, vnfit for Knight

;

And strongly wadi ng through the waues vnused

,

With speare in th'one hand, stayd him selfe

vpright.

With th'other staide his Lady vp with steddy
might.

34
.\ndallthe while, thatsamediscourtcousKnight,
Stood on the further bancke beholding him.
At whose calamity, for more despight
Ho laught, and mockt to sec him like to swim.
But when as Calepine aime to the brim,
Andsaw hiscarriagc past tliatperill well, fgrim,
Looking at that same Carle with count'nance
His heart with vengeaunce inwardly did swell,

And forth at last did breake in speachcs sharpe
and fell.

3S
\nkuightly Knight, the blemish of that name,
And blot of all that armes vppon them take,

Which is the badge of honour and of fame,

Loe I defie thee, and here challenge make.
That thou for euer doe those armes forsake,

And be for euer held a recreant Knight,

Vnlesse thou dare for thy deare Ladies sake,

And for thine owne defence on foote alight,

To iustifie thy fault gainst me in equall light.

36
The dastard, that did heare him sclfe defyde,

Seem'd not to weigh his threatfull words at all.

But laught them out, as if his greater pryde

Did scorne the challenge of so base a thrall

;

Or had no courage, or else had no gall.

So much the more was Calepine offended,

That him to no reuenge he forth could call,

But both his challenge and him. selfe con-

temned,
Ne cared as a coward so to be condemned.

37
But he nought weighing what he sayd or did,

Turned his steede about another way.

And with his Lady to the Castle rid.

Where was his won ; ne did the other stay.

But after went directly as he may.
For his sicke charge some harbour there to

seeke.

Where he arriuing with the fall of day,

Drew to the gate, and there with prayers

mceke.

And myId entreaty lodging did for her beseeke.

38
But the rude Porter that no manners had,

Did shut the gate against him in his face,

And entraunce boldly vnto him forbad.

Nathelesse the Knight now in so needy case,

Gan him entreat euen with submission base.

And humbly praid to let them in that night

:

Who to him aunswer'd,that there was no place

Of lodging fit for any errant Knight,
Vnlesse that with his Lord he formerly did fight.

39
Full loth am I (quoth he) as now at earst,

,

When day is spent, and rest vs needeth most,

And that this Lady, bothwhose sides arepearst

With wounds, is ready to forgo the ghost

:

Ne would I gladly combatc with mine host.

That should to me such curtesie afford,

Vnlesse that I were thereunto enforst.

But yet aread to me, how hight thy Lord,

That doth thus strongly ward the Castle of

the ford.
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40
His name .quoth ne) if that thou list to learne,

Is hight Sir Turpine, one of mickb might.

And manhood rare, but terrible and stearne

In all assaies to euery errant Knight,

Because of one,thatwroughthim fowle despight

.

Ill seemes (sayd he) if he so valiaunt be,

Tliat he should be so sterne to stranger wight:

For scldome yet did liuing creature see,

rhat curtesie and manhood euer disagree.

41

But go thy waies to him, and fro me say,

That here is at his gate an errant Knight,

That house-rome craucs, yet would be loth

t'assay

The proofe of battcU, now in doubtfull night,

Or curtesie with rudenesse to requite :

YetifheneedeswillfightjCraueleauetillmorne,

And tell withal!, the lamentable plight,

In which this Lady languishcth forlorne,

riiat pitty craues, as he of woman was yborne.

,42
riiegroome went streigh t way in ,and to his Lord
DecLir'd the message, which that Knight did

mouc
;

Who sitting with his Lady then at bord.

Not onely did not liis dcmaund approuc,

Bat both hiiuselfe rcuil'd, and ckc his loue;

Albc his Lady, that Blauditia hight.

Him of vngentle vsage did rtprouc

And earnestly entreated that tluy might
Findc fauour to be lodged there for that same

nii/hl.

43 ^
Yet would he not per^wade<l be for ought,

Ne from hi-. curri-.h will awliil reclame.

Which answer when the groome returning.

To Calcf)inc, hi-, heart did inly llame [brought

With wralhfull fury for so foule a shame,
That he could not thereof aueiiged Ik'c :

But most for pitty of his dearest Dame,
Whom now in deadly daunger he did see ;

Yet had no meancs to comfort, nor procure

her glee.

.

'-^

But :dl in vaiiie ; for why, no rt nitdv

He saw. the present mischiefe to n-dresse,

B.it tli'vtinosl end perforce for to aby,

Whi<h lh.it nights fortune would for him
addressc.

So downc lie t(H)ke his I^idy in distresse,

Ami l.iV(l her vnderne.ith a bush to slee|)0,

0)uer'dwilhc(»lil.an«lwr.ipt in wretchednts.sf,

Whiles he him selfe all night did nought but

WC«|K*,

[And wary wutchabout herforhcrs;ifegardkcciK*.

The morrow next, so soone as loyous day

Did shew it selfe in sunny bcames bedight,

Serena full of dolorous dismay,

Twixt darkenesse dread, and hope of liuing

light,

Vprear'd her head to see that chearefull sight.

Then Calepine, how euer inly wroth.

And greedy to auenge that vile despight.

Yet for the feeble Ladies sake, full loth

To make there lenger stay, forth on his iourney

goth.
46

lie goth on foote all armed by her side,

Vpstaying still her selfe vp|)on her steede,

Being vnhable else alone to ride

;

Sosore her sides, somuchherwoundsdidbleede;

Till that at length, in his extreamest ncede.

He chaunst far off an armed Knight to spy,

Pursuing him apace with greedy speede,

Whom well he wist to be some enemy.

That meimt to make aduantage of his misery,

Wncrciore he stayd, till that h(? nearer drew

To weet what issue would thereof bctyde,

Tho whenas he a[)[)roched nigh in vew.

By certaine signes he plainely him descryde,

To be the man, that with such scornefull pryde

Had him abusde, and sluuned yesterday ;

Therefore misdoubting, least he should

misguyde
His former malice to some new assay,

He cast to keepe him selfe so safely as he may.

By this the other came in place likewise.

And couching closehissiKMreand all his jxjwrc,

As bent to Mime malicious enterprise.

He bid him stand, t'abide the bitter stourc

Of his sore vengeaunce, or to make auoure

Of the lewd words and decdes, which he had

done :

With that ran at him, as he would deuoure

Hislifeattonce; who nought could do. but slum

The i>erill of his pride, or else be ouerrun.

•JO

\'(t he him still pursew'd from pl.ne topl.ue,

With full intent him crutllv to kill.

,\nd like a wilde goati- roimd about did chrtCC,

Flving the fury of his bloudy will.

But his best succour and refuge was still

Ik-hinde his I^idies backe, who to him civde,

And called oft with prayers loud and shrill.

As cucr he to I^<ly was aflyde. (fydc.

To spare her Knight, and rest with reason |i4ici*
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But he the more thereby enraged was,

And with more eager fehiesse him pursew'd,

So that at length, after long weary chace,

Hauing by chaunce a close aduantage vew'd,

He ouer raught him, hauing long eschew'

d

His violence in vaine, and with his spere

Strooke through his shoulder, that the blood

ensew'd

In great aboundance, as a well it were,

That forth out of an hill fresh gushing did

appere.
^^

Yet ceast he not for all that cruell wound,
But chaste him still, for all his Ladies cry,

Xot satisfyde till on the fatall ground

He saw his life powrd forth dispiteously :

The which was certes in great ieopardy,

Hadnotawondrouschauncehisreskuewrought.
And saued from his cruell villany.

Such chaunces oft exceed all humaine thought:

That in another Canto shall to end be brought.

Cant nil.

Calepine by a saluage man

from Tiirpine reshewed is.

And whylest an Infant from a Beare

he saues, his hue doth misse.

cococococ/xoeoeocoeococococoeo

I

Like as a ship with dreadfull storme long tost,

Hauing spent all her mastes and her ground-
hold.

Now farre from harbour I'kely to be lost.

At last some tisher barke doth neare behold.

That giueth comfort to her courage cold.

Such was the state of thismost courteous knight
Being oppressed by that faytour bold,

That he remayned in most perilous plight.

And his sad Ladie left in pitifull affright.

2

Till that by fortune, passing all foresight,

Asaluage man, whichin those woodsdidwonne,
Drawne with that Ladies loud and piteous

shright,

Toward the samo incessantly did ronne.
To vnderstand what there was to be donne.
There he tliis most discourteous craucn found.
As fiercely yet, as when he first bcgonne,
Chasing the gentle Calepine around, [wound.
Ne sparing iiim the more for all his grieuous

The saluage man, that neuer till this houre

Did taste of pittie, neither gentlesse knew
Seeing his sharpe assault and cruell stour(

Was much emmoued at his perils vew.
That euen his ruder hart began to rew.

And feele compassion of his euill plight,

Against his foe that did him so pursew

:

From whom he meant to free him, if he migh
And him auenge of that so villenous despigh

4
Yet armes or weapon had he none to fight,

Ne knew the vse of warlike instruments,

Saue such as sudden rage him lent to smit

But naked without needfull vestiments.

To clad his corpse with meete habiliments.

He cared not for dint of sword nor speere.

No more then for the stroke of strawes or bents

For from his mothers wombe, which him dit

beare.

He was in\Talnerable made by Magicke leare.

. 5
He stayed not t'aduize, which way were best

His foe t'assayle, or how himselfe to gard,

But with fierce fury and with force infest

Vpon him ran ; who being well prepard.

His first assault full warily did ward.

And with the push of his sharp-pointed speart

Full on the breast him strooke, so strong anc

hard,

That forst him backe recoyle, and reele areare
;

Yet in his bodie made no wound nor bloud

appeare. ,

With that the wyld man more enraged grew,

Like to a Tygre that hath mist his pray,

And with mad mood againe vpon him liew.

Regarding neither speare, that mote him slay,

Norhis fierce steed, thatmotehimmuchdismay,
The saluage nation doth all dread despize :

Tho on his shield he griple hold did lay.

And held the same so hard, that by no wize

He could him force to loose, or Icaue his

cnterprizc.

Long did he wrest and wring it to and fro,

And euery way did try, but all in vaine :

For he would not his greedie grype forgoe,

ButhayldandpuldwithalUiismightandmaine,
That from his steed him nigh he drew againe.

\Mio hauing now no vse of his long speare.

So nigh at hand, nor force his shield to straine,

Both speare and shield, as things that need-

lesse were.

He quite forsooke, and fled himselfe awa\' for

feare.
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But after him the w\'ld man ran apace,

And him pursewed with importune speed

(For he was swift as any Bucke in chace)

And had he not in his extreamest need,

Bene helped through the swiftnesse of his steed,

He had him ouertaken in his flight.

Who euer, as he saw him nigh succeed,

Gan cry aloud with horrible affright,

Vnd shrieked out, a thing vncomely for a knight.

9
But when the Saluage saw liis labour vaine,

In following of him, that fled so fast,

He wearie woxe, and backe return'd againe

With speede vnto the place, whereas he last

Had left that couple, nere their vtmost cast.

There he that knight full sorely bleeding found,

And eke the Ladie fcarefully aghast,

Both for the perill of the present stound,

bid also for the sharpnesse of her rankling

wound.
lO

•"or though she were right glad, so rid to bee
From that vile lozell, which her Lite offended.

Yet now no lesse encombrance she did see,

Anrl {x.'rill by this saluage man pretended
;

Gainst whom she saw no meanes to be
defended.

By reason that her knight was wounded sore.

Tliercfore iier selfe she wholy recornineiided

To GrxLs sole grace, whom she did oft implore,

'o send her succour, being of all ho[)e forlure.

II

Jut the wyld man, contrarie to her fcarc,

Came to her cree[>ing like a fawning hountl,

And by rude tokens made to her ap|)care

Ilis flecp(; comp;Lssi(jn of lur dokfuU stcnind,

Kis"siiigl»isliaiKLs,and crouching tolhegroiind;

For oLiur language luid he none nor speach,
But a soft murmure, and confused sound
Of seiHelessc words, wliicli nature did liini

teat li,

7ex|)ressc his jxLssions, whidx liis reason did

cmiH-'ach.
12

Lnd commii\g likewise to the wouiiilc<l k^i^;llt,

Wlitn he IhIuIcI tlie slrcanu-s fjf purple bliKxl

Vet. flowing fresh, tus moi»c<l with the sight.

He ma<le great monc after Ids .sahiage niiMul,

And running stnight into the thi( k«st wimmI.

A< <TtainehcrlM-froiutlirnrcvnloliinil>ronglit,

Wliosc vertue he by vse well vmlcrstood :

Tlw iuvce whereof into his wound he wrought

.

bid si opt the blccdjtig straight, ere he it

staiiiK IkmI lliuughl.

SrKNSFK
,

^3
Then taking vp that Recreants shield and speare,

Which earst he left, he signes vnto them made,
With him to wend vnto his womiing neare

;

To which he easily did them perswade.
Farre in the forrest by a hollow glade, [brode
Couered with mossie shrubs, which spredding
Did vnderneath them make a gloom\- shade

;

Where foot of Uuing creature neuer trode,

Nescarsewyld beasts durst come, there was this

wights abode.
14

Thether he brought these vnacquainted guests
;

Towhomfairesemblance,ashccould, he shewed
By signes, by lookes, and all his other gests.

But the bare ground, with hoarie mosse
best rowed.

Must be their bed, their pillow was vnsowed,
And the frutes of the forrest was their feast

:

F"ortheirbadStuardneitherplough'dnorsowed,
Ne fed on flesh, ne euer of wyld beast

Did taste the bloud, obaying ' natures first

beheasL
15

\ et howsoeucr base and nieane it were,

They tooke it well, and thanked God for all,

Which had them freed from that deadly feare,

And sau'd from being to that cayliue thrall.

Here they of force (;ls fortune now did full)

Compelled were tluinselues a while to rest,

Glad of that easement , though it Were but small;

That hauing there their wounds awhile mlnst,
They mote the abler be to passe vnto the rest.

i6

During which time, that wyld man did apply
His best endeuour, and his daily jxiiiic,

In seeking all the w(kk1s l)oth farre and nye
For herhes to dresse their wounds ; still

seeming faine,

Whenought hedid.thatdidtluir lykinggaine.
So ;is ere long he had that knightes wnund
istcured will, and made him nnIioK- ;igaine :

But that same l^idies hurts no herbe he found,

Whidi could redrcssc, for it was inwardly
vnsound.

Now when :is Calrptnr was woxen strong,

\'lK)n a day he r.ist abrinle to wend.
To take the ayre, and luare the thrushes song,

\'narmM, as fraring neither f(K* nor fiend,

;\ni| without sword his inrson to defend.

There him bcfrll, vnl«Htki-<| for l)cf«ire,

;\n haril ailuenlure with vnhappie einl,

A rruell iWare. the whiih an infant Ik'K-

Betwixt his bltxKlic iawcs, bcsprinckled all with

gore.
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The litle babe did loudly scrike and squall,

And all the woods with piteous plaints did fill,

As if his cry did meane for helpe to call

To Calepine, whose eares those shrieches shrill

Percing his hart with pities point did thrill

;

That after him he ran with zealous haste,

To rescue th'infant, ere he did him kill

:

Whom though he saw now somewhat ouerpast,

Yet by the cry he foUow'd, and pursewed fast.

Well then him chaunst his heauy armes to want.

Whose burdenmote empeach his needfullspeed,

And hinder him from libertie to pant

:

For hauing long time, as his daily weed,

Them wont to weare,and wend on foot for need,

Now wanting them he felt himselfe so light.

That like an Hauke , which feeling her selfe freed

From bels and iesses, which did let her flight.

Him seem'd his feet did fly, and in their speed

delight.

20

So well he sped him, that the wearie Beare

Ere long he ouertooke, and forst to stay,

And without weapon him assayling neare,

Compeld him soone the spoyle adowne to lay.

Wherewith the beast enrag'd to loose hispray,

Vpon him turned, and with greedie force

And furie, to be crossed in his way,
Gaping full wyde, did thinke without remorse

To be aueng'd on him, and to deuoure his corse.

21

But the bold knight no whit thereat dismayd,

But catching vp in hand a ragged stone.

Which lay thereby (so fortune him did ayde)

Vpon him ran, and thrust it all attone

Into his gaping throte, that made him grone

And gaspe for breath, that he nigh choked was,

Being vnable to digest that bone
;

Ne could itvpward come, nor downward passe,

Ne could he brooke the coldncsse of the stony

masse.

22

Whom when as he thus combred did behold,

Stryuing in vainc that nigh his bowels brast.

He with him closd, and laying mightie hold

Vpon Ids throte, did gri])e his gorge so fast,

Tiiat wanting breath, him downe to ground
he cast ;

And then oppressing him with vrgent paine,

Ere long cnfcirst to breath his vtmost blast.

Gnashing liis crucll teeth at him in vaine,

And threatniiig his sliarpe clawes, now wanting
powrc to straine.

^3.

Then tooke he vp betwixt his armes twaine

The litle babe, sweet relickes of his pray
;

Whom pitying to heare so sore complaine.

From his soft eyes the teares he wypt away,
And from his face the filth that did it ray,

And euery litle limbe he searcht around.

And euery part, that vnder sweathbands lay

Least that the beasts sharpe teeth had an),

wound
Made in liis tender flesh, but whole them all ht

found.
24

So hauing all his bands againe vptyde,

He with him thought backe to returne againe ;

But when he lookt about on euery syde.

To weet which way were best to entertaine,

To bringhim to the place,where hewould faine;

He could no path nor tract of foot descry,

Ne by inquirie learne, nor ghesse by ayme.
For nought but woods and forrests farre and

nye,

That all about did close the compasse of his eye.

25
Much was he then encombred, ne could tell

Wliich way to take: now West hewent a while,

Then North ; then neither, but as fortune fell.

So vp and downe he wandred many a mile,

With wearie trauell and vncertaine toile.

Yet nought the nearer to his iourneys end ;

And euermorc liis louely litle spoilc

Crying for food, did greatly him offend.

So all thatday in wandring vainely hedid spend.

26

At last about the setting of the Sunne,

Him selfe out of the forest he did wynd,
And by good fortune the plaine champion

wonne

:

Wliere looking all about, where he mote fynd

Some place of succour to content his mynd,
At length he heard vnder the forrests syde

A voice, that seemed of some woman kynd,

Wliich to her sclfc lamenting loudly cryde.

And oft complayn'd of fate, and fortune oft

defvde.
27

To whom approching, when as she perceiued

A stranger wight in place, her plaint she stayd.

As if she doubted to haue bene deceiued.

Or loth to let her sorrowcs be bewrayd.

Whom when as Calepine saw so dismayd.

He to her drew, and with fairc blandishment
|

Her chearing vp, thus gently to her sayd ; i

What be you wofull Dame, which thus lament.

And for what cause declare, so mote ye not

repent.
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28

To whom she thus, What need me Sir to tell,

That which your selfehaueearst ared so right ?

A wofull dame ye haue me termed well

;

So much more wofull, as my wofull plight

Cannot redressed be by liuing wight.

Nathlesse (quoth he) if need doe not you bynd.
Doe it disclose, to ease your grieued spright

:

Oftiines it haps, that sorrowes of the mynd
Find remedie vnsought, which seeking cannot

fynd
•'

29
Then thus began the lamentable Dame

;

Sith then ye needs \vill know the griefe I

hoord,

I am th' vnfortunate Matilde by name,
The wife of bold Sir Bruin, who is Lord
Of all this land, late conquer' d by his sword
From a great Gyant, called Cormoraiint

;

\Vliom he did ouerthrow by yonder foord,

And in three battailes did so deadly daunt.

That he dare not returnefor all his daily vaunt.

.3°
So is my Lord now seiz'd of all the land,

As in his fee, with peaceable estate.

And quietly doth hold it in his hand,

Ne any dares with him for it debate.

But to tiiese hap[ne fortunes, crucll fate

Ilath ioyn'd one euill, which doth ouerthrow
All these our ioyes, and all our blissc abate

;

And like in time to further ill to grow.
And all tliis land with cndlesse losse to oucrflow.

For th'heauens cnuying our prospcritie,

Iluue not vf)UciLsaft to graunt vnlo vs twaine
Tlic gkidfull blessing of posteritie,

Which we might see after our selues remainc
In th'herilage of our vnhappic nainc:
So that for want of heires it to (lefetid,

All is in lime like to retiirne againe
To tluit ftnile feend, who dayly doth attend
To leape into the same after our lines end.

.
32

Hut most my ljrm\ is grieued hcrcwithall.

And makes exceeding inone, when he d<Ks
thiiike

Tli:il all this land vnto his foe sli:ill fall.

Vox \\\\\i\\ he long in vaine did sweat and
swinke,

Tluit now the same he gn-allv doth fortliinke.

Yet was it sayd, there should to him a sonnc
Be Rollcn, not hriinttm, whic h should drinke
Arul dry vp all the water, wliirli doth roiujc

Li tho next l)rrK)kc, by whom that feend shold
be fordonne.

33
Well hop't he then, when this was propheside,

Thatfromhis sides some noble chyId should rize,

The which through fame should farre be
magnifide.

And this proudgyantshouldwith braue emprize
Quite ouerthrow, who now ginnes to despize

The good Sir Brum, growing farre in yeares
;

Who thinkes from me his sorrow all doth rize.

Lo this my cause of griefe to you appeares ;

For which I thus doe mourne, and poure forth

ceaselesse teares.

34
Winch when he heard, he inly touched was
With tender ruth for her vnworthy griefe,

And when he had deuized of her case,

He gan in mind conceiue a fit reliefe

For all her paine, if please her make the priefe.

And hauingcliearedher, thus said ; FaireDame,
In euils counsell is the comfort chiefe,

Wliich though I be not wise cijough to frame,

Yet as I well it meane, vouchsafe it without
blame.

35
If that the cause of this your languishment
Be lacke of children, to supply your pbce,
Lo how g(K)d fortune doth to you present

This Utle babe, of sweete and lonely face,

And spotlesse spirit, in which ye may enchace
What euer formes ye list thereto apply,

lieing now soft and fit them to embrace
;

Whether ye list him traine in dieualry.

Or noursle vp in lore of learn'd rhilosoi)hy.

36
.

And certes it hath oftentimes bene scene,

That of the like, whose linage was vnknowne,
More braue antl noble knights haue rayscd

beene,

As their victorious deedes haue often showen,
lUing with fame through many Nations blowm,
Then tlujse.whicli haue iK-nedandli din the lap.

Therefore some llu)ught, that those bravie

imps were sowen
Here by the (WkIs, and fdl with luauenlv sap,

That ma<le them grow so jiigh t'all honorable
hap.

.w _

The I.;uiie luarkniiig to his sensefull speach,

I'onnd nothing th.ii hes;iid,vnmeet norgiason,

Il.iuing oft seene it tryde, as !»«• did teach.

Therefore inelvning to his gcKKlly reason,

Agreeing well l»oth \\'\\\\ the j>lacc anil seitson,

She gliidly did of that same oabc accept,

As of her m^ijo by liiu rey and seisin,

And hailing: oner it a lille wept,
She bore it thence, and euer as ncrownc il kept.
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Right glad was Calepine to be so nd
Of his young charge, whereof he skilled nought

:

Ne she lesse glad ; for she so wisely did,

And with her husband vnder hand so wrought,

That when that infant vnto him she brought,

She made him thinke it surely was his owne,

And it in goodly thewes so well vpbrought,

That it became a famous knight well knowne

And did right noble deedes, the which elswhere

are showne.

39
But Calepine, now being left alone

Vnder the greenewoods side in sorie plight,

\\'ithouten armes or steede to ride vpon,

Or house to hide his head from heauens spight,

Albe that Dame by all the meanes she might.

Him oft desired home with her to wend.

And offred him, liis courtesie to requite,

Both horse and armes, and what so else to

lend,

Yet he them all refusd, though thankt her as

a frend.

.40

And for exceeding griefe which inly grew,

That he his loue so lucklesse now had lost,

On the cold ground, maugre himselfc he threw,

For fell despight, to be so sorely crost

;

And there all night himselfe in anguish tost.

Vowing, that ncuer he in bed againe

His limbes would rest, ne lig in ease embost.
Till that his Ladies sight he mote attaine,

Or vndcrstand, that she in safetie did rcmaine.

Caiit. V.

The saliiage scriies Matilda well

till she Prince Arlhure Jynd,

Who her together with his Squyre

with th^Ilerniit leaues hchynd.

I

what an casio thing is to descry

The gentle bloud, how cuer it be wrapt
In sad misfortunes foule deformity,
And wretched sorrowcs,\vhich hauc often hapl ?

For howsoeuer it may grow mis-sluqit,

Like this wyld man, being vndiscii)lynd,

That to all vcrlue it may sceme vnapt,
Yet will it shew some sparkes of gentle mynd,
And at the last breake forth in his owne proper

kvnd.

That plainely may in this wyld man be red.

Who though he were still in this desert wood,
j\Iongst saluage beasts, both rudely borne

and bred,

Ne euer saw faire guize, ne learned good,

Yet shewd some token of his gentle blood,

By gentle vsage of that wretched Dame.
For certes he was borne of noble blood,

How euer by hard hap he hether came
;

As ye may know, when time shall be to tell

the same

.

3
.

Who when as now long time he lacked had
The good Sir Calepine, that farre was strayd,

Did wexe exceeding sorrowfull and sad.

As he of some misfortune were afrayd :

And leauing there this Ladie all dismayd.

Went forth streightway into the forrest wyde,
To seeke, if he perchance a sleepe were layd.

Or what so else were vnto him betyde :

Hesought him farreandneare,yet himno where
he spyde.

Tho backe returning to that sorie Dame,
He shewed semblant of exceeding mone.
By speaking signes , as hethem best couldframej

Now wringing both his wretched hands in one,

Now beating his hard head vpon a stone,

That ruth it was to see him so lament.

By which she well perceiuing, what was done,

Can teare her hayre, and all her garments rent,

And beat her breast, and piteously her selfe

torment.
5

Vpon the ground her selfe she fiercely threw,

Regardlesse of her wounds, yet bleeding rife,

That with their bloud did all the flore imbrew.

As if her breast new launcht with murdrous
knife,

Would streight dislodge the wretched wearie

life.

There she long groueling, and deepe groning

As if her vitall powers were at strife [lay,

With stronger death, and feared their decay.

Such were thisLadies pangs and dolorousassay.

6

Whom when the Saluage saw so sore distrest.

He reared her vp from the bloudie ground,
And sought by all the meanes, that he could best
Her to recure out of that stony swound,
And staunch the bleeding of her dreary wound.
Yet nould she be reconiforted for nought,

Ne cease her sorrow and im[)atient stound,

]3utdayand night did vcxe her carefull thought,

And euer more and more her owne affliction,

wrought.
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At length, when as no hope of his retourne

She saw now left, she cast to leaue the place,

And wend abrode, though feeble and forlorne,

To seeke some comfort in that sorie case.

His steede now strong through rest so long

a space,

Well as she could, she got, and did bedight,

And being thereon mounted, forth did pace,

VVithouten guide, her to conduct aright,

Or gard her to defend from bold oppressors

might.
*"

8

Whom when her Host saw readie to depart,

He would not suffer her alone to fare,

But gan hinxselfe addresse to take her part.

Those warlike armes, which Calepine whylcare
Had left behind, he gan eftsoones prepare,

And put tiicm all about hiraselfc vnfit,

His sliield, his helmet, and his curats bare.

But without sword vpon his thigh to sit

:

Sir Calepine himselfe away had liidden it.

9
So forth they traueld an vneuen payre,

Tluit mote to all men seemc an vncouth sight

;

A saluagc man matcht with a Ladie fayrc,

That rather seem'd the conquest of liis might,
Gotten by Sf)oyle, then purchaced aright.

But he did her attend most carefully,

And faithfully did serue both day and night,

Withouten thought of siiame or villeny.

No cuer shewed signe of foule disloyalty.

10

Vpon a day as on their way tlicy went,
It cliauMsl some furniture about her steed

To be di^orilred by some acrident

:

Wlii< h to redressc, she did ih'assistanre need
Of this her groomc, which he by signcs did

rcede,

And stni;^'ht ins rombrous armi-s aside did lav

Vpt)ii the ground, withouten doubt or dreed,

And in his homely wi/.e began to assay

T'anicnd u hat wasamissc, ant) put in right aray.

II

Dout which whilest he was busied tlujs hard.
Lo whrrr a kni;;hf toj^cthcr with his s<|uire,

All arniM to point came rvding thdherwanl,
Whirh secmcfl bv lh<ir porlaiici- and attire,

To be two errant kni^'hts, tliat (hd in<|uire

Aftrr a<luentures, wh<Te they mole them get.

Those were lo weet (if that vc it rr<|uirr)

Prinrc Arthur and yntmg tiiuias, whirh met
By siraunge occasion, that here needs forth Iw

set.

12

After that Timias had againe recured

The fauour of Belphehe, (as ye heard)

And of her grace did stand againe assured.

To happie blisse he was full high vprear'd,

Nether of enuy, nor of chaunge afeard,

Though many foes did him maligne therefore.

And with vniust detraction him did beard
;

Vet he himselfe so well and wisely bore,

That in her soueraine lyking he dwelt euermore.

But of them all, which did his ruine sceke

Three mightie enemies did him most despight,

Three mightie ones, and cruell mhided eeke.

That him not onely sought by open might
To ouerthrow, but to supplant by slight.

The first of them by name was cald Despelto,

Exceeding all the rest in powrc and hight
;

The second not so strong but wise, Decdto ;

The third nor strong nor wise, bUt spightfullest

Dejetto.

14
Oftimes their sundry powres they did employ,
And seuerall dcceipts, but all in vaine :

For neither they by force couUl him destroy,

Ne yet entrap in treasons subtill traine.

Therefore conspiring all together plaine.

They did their counsels now in one compound ;

Where singled forces faile, conioynd may
gaine.

The Iil(it(j)!tI3fastl\\c fittest nieanes they found.

To worke his vtler shame, anil througlily him
confound.

\ |>on a day as they the time did waite,

When hedidraun^je tliewiMKl for saliiage came,
'Hiey sent tliat lihitiiut Jirasl to be a JKiite,

To draw him from his deare belouetl dame,
Vnwares iult) the dami^jer of difan»e.

For well they wist, that Squire to be so bold.

That no one l)cast in forrest wylde or tame.

Met him in chase, but he it challenge would,

.\nd pluckc the pray oftimes out of their greedy

hoidd.

i6

'I'he hardv l)oy, as they deuiscd had,

Seeing tlic v^ly Monster passing by,

N'pon him set, of iK-rill nonjjht adrad,

Ne skilfull of the vncouth ieo|»!irdy ;

.\nd char^jed him so fierce and furiotisly,

Tliat his great force vnable to endure,

He forced wan to ttirne from him and fly :

W'l ere he llrd. h«' with his tooth impure

dim hecdlcsse bit, the whil«*s he was liicreof

bccurc.
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17

Securely he did after him pursew,

Thinking by speed to ouertake his flight

;

Who through thicke woods and brakes and
briers him drew,

To weary him the more, and waste his spight,

So that he now has almost spent his spright.

Till that at length vnto a woody glade

He came, whose couert stopt his further sight,

There his three foes shrowded in guilefull shade,

Out of their ambush broke, and gan him to

inuade.

18

Sharpely they all attonce did him assaile,

Burning with inward rancour and despight.

And heaped strokes did round about him haile

With so huge force, that seemed nothing might
Beare off their blowes, from percing thorough

quite.

Yet he them all so warily did ward.

That none of them in his soft flesh did bite.

And all the while his backe for best safegard.

He lent against a tree, that backeward onset

bard.
19

Like a wylde Bull, that being at a bay,
Is bayted of a mastiffc, and a hound,
And a curre-dog ; that doe him sharpe assay
On euery side, and beat about him round

;

But most that curre barking with bitter sownd.
And creeping still behinde,doth him incomber,
That in his chau ffe he digs the trampled ground.
And threats his horns, and bellowes like the

thonder,

So did that Squire his foes disperse, and driue
asonder.

20

Him well bchoued so ; for h's three foes

Sought to cncompasse him on euery side,

And dangerously did round about enclose.

But most of all Drfcilo him annoyde.
Creeping bchindc him still to haue destroyde :

So did Dccclto eke him circumuent.
But stout Despelto in his greater prvdc,
Did front liim face to face against him bent,
Yet he them all withstood,and often made relent

.

21

Till that at length nii,'h tyrd with former chacc,

And weary now willi carcfull kcci)iiig ward,
He gan toslirinke,and somewhat to giue place,

Full likf ere long to haue escaped hard
;

When as vnwares he in the forrcst heard
A traini:)ling steedc, that with his neighing fast

Did warne his rider be vppon his gard
;

With noise whereof the Squire now nigh aghast,
Reuiued was, and sad dispaire away did cast.

22

Eftsoones he spide a Knight approching nye,

Who seeing one in so great daunger set

]\Iongst many foes, him selfe did faster hye
;

To reskue him, and his weake part abet,

For pitty so to see him ouerset.

Whom soone as his three enemies did vew.

They fled, and fast into the wood did get

:

Him booted not to thinke them to pursew.

The couert was so thicke, that did no passage

shew.

Then turning to that swaine, him well he knew
To be his Timias, his owne true Squire,

Wliereof exceeding glad, he to him drew.

And him embracing twixt his armes entire.

Him thus bespake ; My liefe, my lifes desire,

Wliy haue ye me alone thus long yleft ?

Tell me what worlds despight, or heauens yre

Hath you thus long away from me bereft ?

Where haue ye all this wliile bin wandring,

where bene weft ?

24
With that he sighed deepe for inward tyne :

To whom the Squire nought aunswered againe.

But shedding few soft teares from tender eyne,

His deare affect with silence did restraine,

And shut vp all his plaint in priuy paine.

There theyawhilesomegraciousspeachesspent.

As to them seemed fit time to entertaine.

After all which vp to their stcedes they went,

And forth together rode a comely couplement.

So now they be arriued both in sight

Of this wyld man, whom they full busie found

About the sad Serena things to dight,

With those braue armours lying on the ground,

That secm'd the spoile of some right well

renowiid.

\Miich when that Squire beheld, he to them
stept,

Tliinking to takethemfromthat hyldinghound:
But he it seeing, lightly to him lept,

And sternely with strong hand it from his

handling kept.

Gnashing his grinded teeth with griesly looke,

And sparkling fire out of his furious eyne,

I limwith his fist vnwares on th'hcadhe strooke,

That made him do^\^lc vnto the earth encline ;

Wlience soone vpstarting much he gan repine.

And laying hand vpon his wrathfuU blade,

Thought thercwithall forthwith him to haue

slaine,

\Mio it pcrcciuing, hand vpon him byd.
And greedily him griping,his auengement stayd.
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^7.

With that aloude the faire Serena cryde

Vnto the Knight, them to dispart in twaine:

NMio to them stepping did them scone diuide,

And did from further violence restraine,

Albe the wyld-man hardly would refraine.

Then gan the Prince, of her for to demand,
Wliat and from whence she was, and by what

traine

She fell into that saluage villaines hand,

And whether free with him she now were, or in

band. o28

lo whom she thus ; I am, as now ye see,

The wretchedst Dame, that hue this day on

ground,

\Vhobothinminde,thewhichmostgrieuethme,
And body haue rccciu'd a mortal! wound,
That hath me driuen to this drery stound.

I was erewhile, the loue of Calepine,

Who whether he aliue be to be found,

Or by some deadly chauncc be done to pine,

Since I him lately lost, vneath is to define.

29
In saluage forrest I him lost of late,

Where I had surely long ere this bene dead,

Or else remained in most wretched state,

Had not tliis wylde man in that wofuU stead

Kept, and deliuered me from deadly dread.

In such a saluage wight, of brulisii kynd.
Amongst wilde beitsles in desert forrests l)red.

It is most straunge and wonderfull to fynd
So milde humanity, and [K-rfect gentle mynd.

.

^°
Let me tiicrcfore this fauour for him finde.

That ye will not your wratii v|)on him wreake,
Sith he cannot cxpressc liis simple minde,

Nc yours conceiue, nc but by tokens speakc :

Small praise to prouc your powre on wight so

wcake.

Wit hsurhf.iircwordsshcdidthcirheatcasswagc,
Aiidllicstrongrourseofilicirdispltasurcbrcake,

That tlity to pitty turiid their fornu-r rage.

And each sought to supply ihcofTicc of her page.

So liauing all things will alniut Ikt «li;,'ht,

She on her way cast forward to priKiide.

And they her fort hconi hid cfl,when- tluymi^'ht

Finde harbour fit to rctnifort her great neede.

For now her wounds corruption gan to breed ;

Anil cketlii-..S([iiire,wliolikewisi'Woiu>ded was
Of that .same Morjster late, for Luke of heed,
Now gan to faint, and further eotild not pas

Tiirrtugh feeblenessc, which all hi-. limlx'S o|>-

jiresscd ha-i.

32

So forth they rode together all in troupe.

To seekesome place, the whichmote yeeldsome
ease

To thesesicke twaine, thatnowbegan todroupe,
And all the way the Prince sought to appease

The bitter anguish of their sharpe disease.

By all the courteous meanes he could inuent,

Somewhile with merry purpose tit to please.

And otherwhile with good encouragement,

To make them to endure the pains, did them
torment.

Mongst which, Serena did to him relate

The foule discourt'siesand vnknightly parts.

Which Turpine had vnto her shewed late,

Without compassion of her cruell smarts,

Although Blaudina did with all her arts

Him otherwise perswade, all that she might
;

Yet he of malice, without her desarts,

Not onely her excluded late a^ night,

But also trayterously did wound her weary
Knight

.

"
^ 34

Wlierewith the Prince sore moued, there auoud.

That soone as he returned backe againe,

He would auenge th'abuses of that proud

And siiamefuUKnight, of whom she did com-

plaine.

This wize did they each other entcrtaine,

To passe the tedious trauell of the way ;

Till towards night they came vnto a j>laine,

Bv wliich a little Ilerniitage there lay,

Far from all neighbourhotxl, the which annoy

it my.
^,

.\nd nigh thereto a little ( hapjH'll stoixle.

Which being all with Vuy ouer^prid,

Dcckt all the roofe, ami shadowing the nxxle,

.Seem'd like a groue faire braunched ouer hcd :

Therein the Ilermite, which his life here led

In streight obseruaiuice of religious vow,

W;ls wont his howres an<l h«)ly tlungs to l)ctl ;

AikI therein he likewise was praving now,

Whenas these Knights arriu'il, t\icy wist not

where nor how. ,^

lliey stavd not tluri-. but streight wav in did

Wiioin when the Ilermite pn-sent saw in pl.icc,

I'roni his deiiotion stni^ilit he tmnblnl was;

Whieh breaking oil he tou.vrd theni <!id pace,

With staved slr|>s, an<l gi;ui<" iMseetning giacc:

For well it seeniM, that whil«>inehe had Ixrnc

.^omc goixllv iHTson. and of gentle race.

Tliat could his gc»o»l to all, ami well did wcene.

How r.uh to cntertaine with curt 'sic well

beseene.
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37
And soothly it was sayd by common fame,

So long as age enabled him thereto,

That he had bene a man of mickle name,
Renowmed much in armes and derring doe :

But being aged now and weary to

Of warresdelight,and worlds contentious toyle,

The name of knighthood he did disauow,

And hanging vp his armes and warlike spoyle.

From all this worlds incombraunce did himselfe

assovle. „
38

He thence them led into his Hermitage,

Letting their steedes to graze vpon the greene

:

Small was his house, and like a little cage,

For his owne turne, yet inly neate and clene,

Deckt with greene boughes, and flowers gay
beseene.

Therein he them full faire did entertaine

\ot with such forged showes, as fitter beene

For courting fooles, that curtesies would faine,

But with entire affection and appearaunce
plaine.^

.
39

Yet was their fare but homely, such as hee
Did vse, his feeble body to sustaine

;

The which full gladly they did take in glee.

Such as it was, ne did of want complaine,

But being well suffiz'd, them rested faine.

But faire Serene all night could take no rest,

Ne yet that gentle Squire, for grieuous paine

0ftiieirlatewoundes,thewliichthe5/a/a^z/E<fa5/

Had giuen them, whose griefe through suf-

fraunce sore increast.

40
So all that night they past in great disease,

Till that the morning, bringing earely light

To guide mens labours, brought them alsocase,

And some asswagementoftheirpainefull plight.

Tlien v^D they rose, and gan them selucs to dight
Vnto their iourney ; but that Squire and Dame
So faint and feeble were, that they ne might
Endure to traucU, nor one foote to frame :

Tlieir hearts were sicke, their sides were sore,

their fcete were lame.

41

Tiier(.forethcPrince,whonigreataffairesinm\Tid
Would not permit, to make there Icngcr stay.
Was forced there to Icaue them both behynd,
In that good Hcnnits charge,whom he did pray
To tend them well. So forth he went his way,
And \nih him eke the saUiage, that whylea're
Seeing his royall vsage and arrav.
Was greatly growne in loue of that braue pcrc,
Would ncedes depart, as shall dcckired be else-

where.

Cant. VI.

The Hermile heales both Squire and dame

Of tJieir sore maladies :

He Turpine doth defeaie, and shame

For his late villanies.

I

No wound, w^hich warlike hand of enemy
Inflicts with dint of sword, so sore doth light,

As doth the poysnous sting, which infamy
Infixeth in the name of noble wight

:

For by no art, nor any leaches might
It euer can recured be againe

;

Ne all the skill, which that immortall spright

Of Podalyriiis did in it retaine,

Can remedy sucli hurts ; such liufts are hellish

paine.

2

Such were the wounds, the which that Blatant

Beast

^lade in the bodies of that Squire and Dame

;

And being such, were now much more increast,

For want of taking heede vnto the same,

That now corrupt and curelesse they became.

Howbe that carefull Hermite did his best,

With many kindes of medicines meete, to tame
The poysnous humour, which did most infest

Their ranckling wounds, and euery day them
duely drcst.

3
For he right well in Leaches craft was scene.

And through the long experience of his dayes,

WTiich had in many fortunes tossed beene.

And past through many perillous assayes.

He knew the diuerse went of mortall wayes,

And in the mindes of men had great insight

;

Which with sage coimsell, when they went
astray,

He could enforme, and them reduce aright.

And al the passions hcale, which wound the

weaker spright.

4
For whylome he had bene a doughty Knight,

As any one, that liucd in his daies.

And proucd oft in many perillous fight.

Of which he grace and glory wonne alwaies,

And in all battels bore away the bales.

But being now attacht with timely age,

And wcarv of this worlds \-nquict waics,

He tooke him sclfe vnto this llcrmitage,

In which he liu'd alone, like carelesse bird in

cage.
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One day, as he was searching of their wounds,
He found that they had festred priuily,

And ranckling inward with vnruly stounds,

The inner purls now gan to putrify,

Tliat quite they seem'd past helpe of surgery,

And rather needed to be discipUnde
With holesome reede of sad sobriety,

To rule the stubborne rage of passion bhnde :

jiue salues to euery sore, but counsell to the

minde. ^
6

>o taking them apart into liis cell,

He to that point fit speachcs gan to frame,
As he the art of words knew wondrous well,

And eke could doe, as well as say the same,
And thus he to tliem sayd ; Faire daughter
Dame,

And you faire sonne, which here thus long now
lie

In [)iteous languor, since ye liither came,
In vaine of me ye hope for rcmedie,

\nd I likewise in vaine doe salues to you applie.

For m your sclfe your onely helpe doth lie,

To heale your selues, and must proceed alone
Frrnn your owne will, to cure your maladic.
Who can him cure, that will be cur'd of none ?

If therefore health ye sceke, obscrue this one.

First l<an)e y(nir outward senccs to rcfraine

From tilings, that stirre v|) fraile affect iitn ;

Your cits, your c-ares, your tongue-, your talk

rcstraiuc

From that they most affect, and in due tcrmcs
containe. „

o
For from those outward scricc-s ill alitilrd,

'Hie sci-de of all thii euill lir^l dotli spring,

Which at the lirsl In-forc it li;i(l inlcctc-d,

Mole casie Ix; supprest with little thing :

liul Ixing grr)wcn strong, it forth doth bring

Sorrow, and anguish, and impalirnl painc

In th'iiuicr parts, ami lastly scat tiring

Coiitiigious iK)vs')ii rl(»sc tllrou^^ll j\iirv vainr,

ltiu-uerrists,tillii hauewrouglil lii^lin.dlbane.

For that lx.Mste6 tfctli, whirh wouudul vou
t<»forr.

Arc so txrreding vi-nrmous and kcenc,

Made all of rusty yrou, r.uu kiing sore,

That where they bite, it JMxtti ill not towiTnc
Willi s.ilne, or antidote, or other meiic

It euer to amend : ne mariiaile oui^lit ;

For that same U-asl was bred of hellish strelie.

And long in darksome Styptiu den vnbrouglit,

Begot of foulo i.diidttii, as in liookes is taught.

Echidna is a Monster direfuU dred,

Whom Gods doe hate,and heauens abhor to see

;

So hideous is her shape, so huge her hcd,

That euen the hellish fiends aftrighted bee
At sight thereof, and from her presence flee:

Vet did her face and fonner parts professe

A faire \oung Mayden, full of comely glee
;

But all her hinder parts did i)laine exjiresse

A monstrous Dragon, full of fearefull vglinesse

II

To her the Gods, for her so dreadfull face.

In fearefull darkenesse, furthest from the skie,

And from the earth, appointed haue her place.

Mongst rocks and caues. where she cnrold doth
lie

In hideous horrour and obscurity,

Wasting the strength of her immortall age.

There did Typluion with her comj>any,

Cruell Typhaou, whose tcmpcs'^uous rage

Make th'heauens tremble oft, and lum with

vowes asswage.^> 12

Of that comniixtion they did then beget

This hellish Dog, that hight the Blatant Biast
;

A wicked Monster, that his tongxie dolh whet
Gainst all, both good and bad, both most and

least,

.\nd ixjures his poysnous gall forth to infest

The noblest wights with notable defame :

Ne euer Kni<^ht, that bore so lofty creast,

Ne euer Lady of so honest name,
But he them spotted with reproch, or secrete

shame.
.

^3
In vaine therefore it were, with medicine

To goe aUnit to salue such kynel of sore.

That rather neetles \\i>e read and ilisciplinc,

Tlun outward salues. th.it may augment it

more.

Aye \x\c (s;iytl then Srrnui sighing sore)

What hojv of hel|»e dolh then lor vs rcmainc,

II that no s;iliies may vs t«) health restore ?

HutsithweneedgiKHlcounsell(saydtheswainc)

.\reatl good sire, som** counsell, that may vs

sust;unc.

The Ix'st (s;iyd he) th.it 1 e.m vou aduizc,

Is to auoidc the iHcasion o| tlie ill

:

I'or when the c:iuse, whence euill doth ariic,

Kemoiied is. tli'elfeit sureeUMtli still.

Alsilainelrom pUasure.iintI reslraino yourwill,

SulHJue desire. an<l luidle loose delij^ht,

\'sc sraiitetl iliel. an<l lorln-urc your till.

Shun secresie, anil talkc in o\\u sight :

.So shall you scone rcjxurc vour present ctiill

plight.

3
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Thus hauing sayd, his sickely patients

Did gladly hearken to his graue beheast,

And kept so well his wise commaundements,
Tiiat in short space their malady was ceast,

And eke the biting of that harmefuU Beast

Was throughly heal'd. Tho when they did

perceaue

Their wounds recur'd, and forces reincreast,

Of that good Hermite both they tooke their

leaue,

And went both on their way, ne ech would other

leaue. ^16

But each the other vow'd t'accompany,

The Lady, for that she was much in dred,

Now left alone in great extremity,

The Squire, for that he courteous was indeed,

Would not her leaue alone in her great need.

So both together traucld, till they met
With a faire Mayden clad in mourning weed,

Vpon a mangy iade vTimeetely set,

And a lewd foole her leading thorough dry and
wet.

17
But by what meanes that shame to her befell,

And how thereof her selfe she did acquite,

I must a while forbeare to you to tell

;

Till that, as comes by course, I doe recite.

What fortune to the Briton Prince did lite,

Pursuing that proud Knight, the which
whileare

Wrought to Sir Calidore so foule despight

;

And eke his Lady, though she sickely were.

So lewdly had abusde, as ye did lately heare.

18

The Prince according to the former token.

Which faire Serene to hirri deliuered had,

Pursu'd him strcight, in mynd tobeneywroken
Of all the vile dcmeane, and vsage bad.

With which he had those two so ill bestad :

Ne wight with him on that aduenture went.
But tliatwylde man,whom thoughheoftforbad,
Yet for no bidding, nor for being shcnt.

Would he restrayned be from his attendement.

.

19
Arriumg there, as did by chaunce bcfaU,
Ik found the gate wyde ope, and in he rode,

Ne stayd, till that he came into the hall

:

Where soft dismounting like a weary lode,

Vpon the ground with feeble fcete he trode.

As he vnable were for very nctde
To moue one foote, but there must make

abode

;

The whiles the saluage man did take his stcedc.

And in sonvj stable ncarc did set him vptofcede.

Ere long to him a homely groome there came, I

That in rude wise him asked, what he was.

That durst so boldly, without let or shame,
Into his Lords forbidden hall to passe.

To whom the Prince, him fayning to embase,
Mylde answer made ; he was an errant Knight,
The which was fall'n into this feeble case.

Through many wounds,which lately he in tight

Receiued had, and prayd to pitty his ill plight.

21

But he, the more outrageous and bold,

Sternely did bid him quickely thence auaunt,

Or deare aby, for why his Lord of old

Did hate all errant Knights, which there did

haunt,

Ne lodging would to any of them graunt.

And therefore lightly bad him packe awaw
Not sparing liim with bitter words to taunt

;

And therewithall rude hand on him did lav,

To thrust liim out of dore, doing hisworst assay.

22

\Miichwhen the Saluage comming now in place,

Beheld, eftsoones he all enraged grew.

And running strcight vjjon that villaine base.

Like a fell Lion at him fiercely flew.

And with his teeth and nailes, in present vcw.
Him rudely rent, and all to peeces tore :

So miserably him all helpelcsse slew.

That with the noise, whilest he did loudly rore,

Tlie people of the house rose forth in great

vprore.
i

23
\Mio when on ground they saw their fellow

slaine.

And thatsame KnightandSaluagestanding by,
Vponthem two they fell with might and maine,
And on them layd so huge and horribly.

As if they would haue shine them presently.

But the bold Prince defended him so well,

And their assault withstood so mightilv,

That maugre all their might, he did rcpcll,

And beat them back, wliilcst many vnderneath
him fell.

24
Yet he them still so sharjxly did purscw,

That few of them he left aliuc, which fled.

Those cuill tidings to their Lord to shew.

Who hearing how his peoj)le badly sjicd.

Came forth in hast : wherewhen as with the dead
He saw the ground all strow'd, and that same
Knight

And saluagewith theirbloud fresh stcemingred,

lie woxenighmad with wTath and fell despight,

And with rcprochfull words him thus bespake
on hicht.
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\rt thou he, traytor, that with treason vile,

Hast slaine my men in this vnmanly maner,

And now triumphcst in the piteous spoile

Of th^se poore folk, whose soules with black

dishonor

And fouledefame doe deckc thy bloudy baner ?

The meede whereof shall shortly be thy shame,

And wretched end,which St ill attendeth on her.

With that him selfe to battell he did frame

;

k) did his forty yeomen, which there with him
came. ^26

iVith dreadfuU force they all did him assaile,

And round about with boystrous strokes

oppresse,

That on his shield did rattle like to haile

In a f^'reat tempest ; that in such distressc.

He wist not to which side him to addrcsse.

And eucrmore that crauen cowherd Knight
Was at his backe with heart Icsse heedinesse,

Wayting if he vnwares him murther might:

For cowardize doth still in villany delight.

27

iVhereof whenas the Prince was well aware.

He to him turnd with furious intent.

And liim against his powre gan to j)rcpare
;

Like a fierce Bull, that being busic bent

To light with many foes about him ment.
Feeling some curre bchirule his lieeKs to bite,

Turnes him about with fell auen^einenl
;

So likewise turnde the Prince vj)<)n the Knight.

\nd layd at him amaine with all his wil! and
might.

^^

iVlio when he once his dreadful! strokes had
tasted,

Diir«.t nf>t the furie of his forte aby<le,

Put turn'd aba< ke, and to retyre him ha.>ted

TliHiUgh tile thick prexse, there thinking him
to hydc. (lydc.

Hut wlien the Prince had once him plaincly

He fo<)t by f'x>l hiiM followed aKv;i\',

Ne wruild him suffer once to shrinke asvde
P»ut ioyniii^; close, huge IckIc at him di<l lay :

Who llyuig St ill (lid ward, and warding tly away

.

But when his foe he still so cgcr saw,
Viito his hecK-s himselfc he dill Utako,
Hoping vnfo some refuge to withdraw:
Ne wouM the Priiirc him cuer f<K»t forsake,

Where so he went, but after him cli«| make.
He ll<-dfnun rmmie to r(K)me.from place topliUT.

Whvlesteueryiovnlfordri-:ulofde:iihdi<lc|unke.

Still |(H)king after him. that did him chare ;

n>atm.ulchimeiiennoreiticreasehiss|K*c<lic|<icc.

At last he vp into the chamber came,

WTiereas his loue was sitting all alone,

Wayting what tydings of her folke became.

There did the Prince him ouertake anonc,

Crying in vaine to her, l\im to bemone
;

And with his sword him ontheheaddidsmyte,
That to the ground he fell in senselesse sw one :

Yet whether thwart or flatly it did lyte,

The tempred Steele did not into his brayncpan
byte.

Which when the Ladie saw, with great affright

She starting vp, began to shrieke aloud,

And with her garment couering him from sight,

Seem'd vnder her protection him to shroud

;

And faUing lowly at liis feet, her bowd
Vpon her knee, intreating him for grace.

And often himbesought , and prayd ,and vowd

;

That with the ruth of her so \Yretched case,

He stayd his second strooke, and did his hand
abase.

3-.

Her weed she then withdrawing, did him
discouer,

Wlio now come to himsclfe, yet would not rize,

Put still did lie as dead, and quake. and quiuer,

That euen the Prince his basenesse did des^)ize,

And eke his Dame him seeing in such giuze,

(Ian him recomfort. and from ground to reare.

Who rising vp at last in j^luistly wizc.

Like troubkd ghost did dreadfully ajipeare,

.\s one that had no life him left through former

feare.

Whom when the Prince so deadly saw dismayd.

He for such basenesse shanufu41y him sluiit.

And with sliarpe words did bitterly vnbrayd ;

Vile cow heard dogge, now iloe I mucii repent,

That euer I this life vnto thee lent,

Wliereof thou c.iytiue so vnworthie art ;

That both thy loue. f«)r Luke of hanlimont,

.\nd eke thy selfe. for want of m.uilv hart,

;\n(lekeall knights luLstshameil with this kni^hl-

Icsse part.

Vet further hast thou luMj>cd shame to sluimc.

Andcrime tocriine.by thisthy cowheard fearc.

For first it w;ts to thee reprochfull bl.une.

To erect this wickeil c\istomc. whiih I hearc.

Gainst crr.int Kni^jhts an«l L;idies thou dost

reiire ;

Whom when thou mayst. thou dost of iinns

tli*s|K)ile,

Or of their N^ifKr garment, which tliey wrare:

Yet d(H"st thou ruit with manhixxl. but with

guile

Mamtainc thiscuillvsc.lhv foes thereby tofoilc.
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35
And lastly in approuance of thy wrong,

To shew such faintnesse and foule cowardize,

Is greatest shame : for oft it falles, that strong

And valiant knights doe rashly enterprize,

Either for fame, or else for exercize,

A wrongful! quarrell to maintaine by fight

;

Yet haue, through prowesse and their braue

emprize,

Gotten great worship in this worldes sight.

For greater force there needs to maintaine

wrong, then right.

36 .

Yet since thy life vnto this Ladie fayre

I giuen haue, line in reproch and scorne
;

Ne euer armes, ne euer knighthood dare

Hence to professe : for shame is to adorne
With so braue badges one so basely borne

;

But onely breath sith that I did forgiue.

So hauing from his crauen bodie torne

Those goodly armes, he them away did giue

And onely sufired him this wretched life to line.

37
There whilest he thus was setling tilings aboue,
Atwene that Ladie myId and recreant knight,

To whom his life he graunted for her loue,

He gan bethinke him, in what perilous plight

He had behynd him left that saluage wight.

Amongst so many foes, whom sure he thought
By this quite slaine in so vnequall light

:

Therefore descending backe in haste, he sought
If yet he were ahue, or to destruction brought.

38.
There he him found enuironed about
With slaughtred bodies, which his hand had

slaine,

And laying yet a fresh with courage stout
Vpon the rest, that did aliue remaine

;

Whom he likewise right sorely did constrainc.

Like scattred shccpe, to secke for safetie.

After he gotten had with busie paine
Some of their weapons, which thereby did lie,

With which he kiyd about, and made them fast

to flie.

39
Whom when the Prince so felly saw to rage,
Approching to him ncarc, his' hand he stayd,
And sought, by making signes, him toasswagc:
Who tliem percwiuing, strcighl to him oba\d,
As to his Lord, and downe his weapons layd,
As if lie long had to his heasts bene trayned.
Thence he liim brought away, and vp conuavd
Into llie chamber, wlicre that Dame rcmayned

With her vnworthy knight, who ill him c'nlcr-

tayned.

40
Whomwhen the Saluage saw from daunger free

Sitting beside his Ladie there at ease,

He well remembred, that the same was bee,

Which lately sought liis Lord for to displease

Tho all in rage, he on him streight did seaze,

As if he would in peeces him haue rent

;

And were not, that the Prince did him appeaze.

He had not left one limbe of him vnrent

:

But streighthe held hishand at his commaunde-
ment.

41
Thus hauing all things well in peace ordayned.

The Prince himselfe there all that night did

rest,

Wliere him Blandina fayrely entertayned,

With all the courteous glee and goodly feast,

The which for him she could imagine best.

For well she knew the wayes to win good will

Of euery wight, that were not too infest,

And how to please the minds of good and ill,

Through tempering of her words and lookes by
wondrous skill.

42
Yet were her words and lookes but false and

fayned,

To some hid end to make more easie way.
Or to allure such fondlings, whom she trayned
Into her trap vnto their owne decay :

Thereto, when needed, she could weepe and
pray,

And whenherlisted, she could fawneand flatter;

Now smyling smoothly, like to sommers day,
Now glooming sadly, so to cloke her matter
Yet were her words but wynd, and all her teares

but water.
43

WTiether such grace were giuen her by kynd,
As women wont their guilefull wits to guyde ;

Or learn'd the art to please, I doe not fynd.

This well I wote, that she so well apphde
Her pleasing tongue, that soone she pacifyde

The wrathful! Prince, and wrought her hus-

bands peace.

Who nathck'sse not therewith satisfyde,

Ilis rancorous dcspight did not releassc,

Ne secretly from thought of fell reuenge sur-

ceasse.
44

For all that night, thew hyles the Prince did rest

In carelesse couch, not weeling what was ment.
He watcht in close awayt with weapons prest,

Willing to worke his villenous intent

On him, that had so shamefully him shent :

Yet durst he not for very cowardize
Effect the same,why lest all the night was spent.

The morrow next the Prince did early rize,

And passed forth, to follow his first enterprize.
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Cant. VII.

Turpine is baffuld, his tico knights

doe gaine their treasons meed,

Fayre Mirabellaes punishment

jor hues disdaine decreed.

I

-like as the gentle hart it selfe bewrayes,

In doing gentle deedes with franke delight,

Euen so the baser mind it selfe displayes,

In cancred malice and reuengefull spight.

For to maligne, t'enuie, t'vse shifting slight,

lie arguments of a vile donghill mind,

Which what it dare not doe by open might.

To worke by wicked treason wayes doth find,

}y such discourteous deeds discouering his base

kind.

2

!liat well appcares in this discourteous knight.

The coward Turpine, whereof now I treat
;

Wlio notwithstanding that in former fight

He of the Prince iiis life receiued late.

Yet in his mind malitious and ingrate

He gan deuize, to be aueng'd anew
For all that slxame, which kindled inwardhatc.

Thercfcjre so soone as he w;is out of vew,

limselfe in liast he arm'd, and did him fast

pursew.

3
Veil did he tract liis steps, as \\c did ryde.

Yet would not neare ap|)roch in daungers eye,

But ke|>t ;d<M)fc for dread to be descryde,

Vntill lit time and place he mote espy,

Whrre he mote worke him sralh and villeny.

At l.i.st he met two knights to him vnknownc,
llie whicli were armed both agreeably,

And both combynd, what eu( r diaunce were
blown*',

Jetwixt ihem to diuide, and eatli lo make hi^

owne.

4
'o whom fal'ic Turpine commiiig courtrouslv,

To I loke the mis<hicfe, whii h he iiilv lUiiil,

(ian to complaine of great distourlesie,

Whi( h a straunge knight, that ncarc afore him
went

,

Had (l<K II Id liim, and his desire Iridic slirnt

:

NS'hi< h if they would afford him av<le at need
For to anenge, in time comicnient.

Tins' should aci (tniplish both a knightlv d(T<l,

Lnd for their paines obtaine of him a goodly

meed.

The knight sbeleeu'd, that all he sayd, was trew,
And being frcsh and full of youthly spright.

Were glad to heare of that aduenture new.
In which they mote make triall of their miglit,

Which neuer yet they had approu'd in fight

;

And eke desirous of the offred meed,
Said then the one of them ; Where is that wight.
The which hath doen to thee this \\Tongfu II deed,

That we may it auenge, and punish him with
speed ?

He rides (said Turpine) there not farre afore.

With a wyld man soft footing by his syde.

That if ye hst to haste a litle more,
Ye may him ouertake in timely tyde.

Eftsoones they pricked forth with forward pr}"de.

And ere that litle while they ridden had,

The gentle Prince not farre away they spyde,

Ryding a softly pace with poriance sad,

Denizing of his loue more, then of daunger drad.

7
Tlien one of them aloud vnto him cryde,

Biddinghimtunieagaine, false traytour knight,
Foule womanwronger, for he him defyde.

With that lliey both at once with equal! spight

Did bend their speares, and both with eciuall

migiit [marke,
Against him ran ; but th'one did nusse his

And being carried with his force forthright,

Glaunst swift ly by ; like to that hcauenly sj >arke.

Which glyding through the ayre ligiUs all the

heauens darke. ^
o

But th'other ayming better, did him smite
Full in the shield, with so impetuous j'owrc.

That all his launce in peeces shiuertd quite.

And scattered all about, fell on the flowre.

But the stout Priuci', \\ ith much more steddy
stow re

Full on his beuer did him strike so sore,

Tluit thetoldstit K through piercing, didikviow re

llib vilall brtatli.and to the ground himb«»re,

Whcrcstil Ihe batheil lay in his owne bloody gore.

9
As wl»en a cast of Faulcons make their tlight

At an Herneshaw, that lyes aloft on wii.g,

The whyles they strike at him y>\\\\ luedlesse

might,

Hie warie foule his bill tloth l>a( kward wring
;

()nwhithth« first .wilt N*' force her first (jot hbring,

Her selfe (|uile through the Ixxlie doth engorc,

And fallellidownetoground like senseKssethirg,

But th'other not so swift, as she Iv fore,

Kayles of her souse, and passing bv doth hurt

no more.
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By this the other, which was passed by,

Himselfe recouering, was return'd to fight

;

Where when he saw his fellow lifelesse ly,

He much was daunted with so disraall sight

;

Yet nought abating of his former spight,

Let driue at him with so malitious mynd,
As ifhe would haue passed throughhim quight

:

But thesteele-headnostedfast hold couldfynd,

But glauncing by, deceiu'd him of that he

desvnd.
II

Not so the Prince : for his well learned speare

Tooke surer hould, and from his horses backe

Aboue a launces length him forth did beare,

And gainst the cold hard earth so sore him
strake,

That all his bones in peeces nigh he brake.

Wliere seeing him so lie, he left his steed.

And to him leaping, vengeance thought to take

Of him, for all his former follies meed.

With flaming sword in hand his terror more to

breed.
12

The fearefull swayne beholding death so nie,

Cryde out aloud for mercie him to saue ;

In lieu whereof he would to him descrie,

Great treason to him meant, his life to reaue.

ThePrince soone hearkned, and his life forgaue.

Then thus said he. There is a straunger knight.

The which for promise of great meed, vs draue

To this attempt, to wreake his hid despight,

For that himselfe thereto did want suflicient

might.
13

The Prince much mused at such villenie.

And sayd ; Now sure ye well haue earn'd your
meed,

For th'one is dead, and th'other soone shall die,

Vnlesse to me thou hether bring with speed

Tlie wretch, thathyr'dyouto this wicked deed.

He glad of life, and willing eke to wreake
The guilt on him, which did this mischiefe

breed,

Swore by his sword, that neither day nor wceke
He would surccassc, but him, where so he were,

would secke.
14

So vp he rose, and forth streight way he went
Backe to the place, where Turpine late he lore

;

There he him found in great astonishment,
To sec him so bcdight with bloodie pore,

And gricsly wounds that him appalk-d sore.

Yet thus at Icngthlie said.How now Sir kniglit?

^^^lat mcancth this, which here I see before ?

How fortuncth this foulc vncomely pliglit.

So diflcrcnt from that, which earst ye seem'd in

sight ?

Perdie (said he) in euill houre it fell.

That euer I for meed did \^ldertake

So hard a taske, as life for hyre to sell

;

The which I earst aduentur'd for your sake.

Witnessethewounds,andthiswydebloudielake,

\Miich ye may see yet all about me steeme.

Therefore now yeeld, as ye did promise make,

My due reward, the which right well I deeme
I yearned haue, that lifesodearely did redeeme.

16

But where then is (quoth he halfe ^^TOthfully)

WTiere is the bootie, which therefore I bought,

That cursed caytiue, my strong enemy.
That recreant knight,whosehatedlifelsought?
AndwhereisekeyourfriendjWliichhalfeitought?

He lyes (said he) vpon the cold bare ground,

Slavme of that errant knight, with whom he
fought

;

Whom afterwards my selfe withmany a wound
Did slay againe, as ye may see there in the

stound.

Tliereof false Turpin was full glad and faine,

And needs with him streight to the place

would ryde,

\Mierehehimselfemight see his foeman slaine;

For else his feare could not be satisfyde.

So as they rode, he saw the way all dyde
With strcames of bloud ; which tracting by

the traile.

Ere long they came, whereas in euill tyde

That other swayne, like ashes deadly pale,

Lay in the lap of death, rewing his wretched

'bale.
^3

Much did the Craucn sceme to mone his case,

That for his sake his dcare life had forgone
;

And him bcwayling with affection base.

Did counterfeit kind pittie, where was none :

Forwhcrcs no courage, thcrcs no ruth nor mone.
Thence passing forth, not farre away he found,

\\licrcas the Prince himselfe lay all alone,

Loosely displayd vpon the grassie ground.

Possessed of swcete slcepe, that luld him soft in

swound,

Wcarie of traucll in his former fight,

He there in sliade himselfe had layd to rest,

Ilauinghis armes and warlike things \'ndight,

Fcarclcsse of foes that mote his peace molest;

Thewhylcshissaluage page, that wont be prest,

Was wandrcd in the wood another way,
To doe some thing, that seemed to him best,

The whyles his Lord in siluer slombcr lay,

Like to the Euening starre adorn'd with deawy
ray.

J
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20

tVTiom when as Turpin saw so loosely layd,

He weened well, that he in deed was dead,

Like as that other knight to him had sayd :

But when he nigh approcht, he mote aread

Plaine signes in him o£ life and liuelihead.

WTiereat much grieu'd against that straunger

knight,

That him too light of credence did mislead.

He would haue backe retyred from that sight,

rhat was to him on earth the deadliest despight.

21

But that same knight would not once let him
start,

But plainely gan to him declare the case

Of all his mischioife, and late lucklcsse smart

;

How both he and his fellow there in place

Were vanquished, and put to foule disgrace.

And how that he in lieu of life him lent,

Had vow'd vnto the victor, him to trace

And follow through the world, where so he

went,

rill lliat he him deliuered to his punislimcnt.

22

He therewith much abashed and aflrayd,

Began to tremble eucry limbe and vainc
;

And softly whis|)cring him, cnlyrely prayd,

T'aduizc iiim belter, then by such a trainc

Him to betray vnto a straunger swainc :

Yet rather counseld him contrarywizc,

Sith he likewise did wrong by him sustainc.

To ioyne with him and vengeance to (kiiize,

IVhylest time did offer meanes him sleeping to

surr)rizc.
23

Nalhclesse for all his s|)cach, the gentle knight

\V(Hil<l not be lcm|)lcd to s\i(l» villcnie,

Rrgarding more his failli, whic h he did plight,

All were it to his niorl:dl eniinie,

'I'liiti to cMlrai) him bv false tnachcric:

(jrcat siiaine in lieges bliwKl to Ik- emlircwM.
Thus wliyUsl tlii-y were drbaling diucrslie,

llu- Saluagc forth out of the w(hk| isscwM
Dacke to the place, wliereas his Lordhe sleeping

vcwM.
24

Tin re wh<'nhes;iw those twosonc:irfliimst;m(l,

IK-donbtrdnuK liwhat mote their meaning Ik-c,

And throwing downe his jojul out of his hatui,

To weclgre.it store of forrest frute, which h«('

II.kI for his f»Mxl late gathered from the tree,

Hiinselfc vnto his wea|H)n he Im t(M)ke,

That wjift an oaken plant, uhich lately hoc

Kent by the root ; wlii( h he so siernelv shooke.

Ihat like an ha/.ell wand, il <iuiuercd and
fjuookc.

Whereat the Prince awaking, when he spyde
The traytour Turpin with that other knight,

He started vp, and snatching neare his syde

His trustie sword, the seruant of his might,

Like a fell Lyon leaped to him light.

And his left hand vpon his collar layd.

Therewith the cowheard deaded with affright,

Fell flat to ground, ne word \Tito him sayd.

But holding \-p his hands, with silence mercie

prayd.

26

But he so full of indignation was,

That to his prayer nought he would incline.

But as he lay vpon the humbled gras.

His foot he set on his vile necke, in signe

Of seruile yoke, that nobler harts repine.

Then letting him ari<e like abicct thrall,

He gan to him obiect his haynous crime.

And to reuile, and rate, and recreant call.

And lastly to despoyle of knightly bannerall.

And after all, for greater infamie.

He by the hceles him hung vpon a tree.

And balTuld so, that all which passed bv.

The i^icturc of his punishment might see.

And by the like ensami>le warned bee.

How euer they through treason dix' trespassc.

But turnc we now backe to that I^die free,

Whom late we left ryding \\m)\\ an Asse,

Led by a Carle and foole, which by her side did

passe.

28

She was a I^dic of great dignitic

And lifted vp to honorable place,

Famous through all the land of laeric,

Tliough of meane pan iitage and kindred base.

Yet de(kt with wondrous giltis of natures

grace.

Tliat all nun did her jKTson mtich admire,

And praise the feature of her grxHlly fare,

'Hie Inames wherrof did kindle lout Iv fire

In th'harts of many a ki\ight ,an<l many a gentU

s^juirc.

29
But she thereof grew prnnd and inM)U-nt.

Th.it none she worthie thought to Ik' her li re.

But scornd then) all, that louc vnto her nunt,

Yet was she lonM of niany a worthy |»crc,

Ynw«)rthv she to U- JH'lonM so dere,

Tljat (otild not weigh of worlhinesse aright.

For U-autie is more glorious bright urxl tUrc,

'n»e njore it i^ admit M of matiy a wight.

And n<»l>lest she, that scrunl is of noblisl

kniglit.
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But this coy Damzell thought contrariwize,

That such proud looks would make her

praysed more
;

And that the more she did all loue despize,

The more would wretched louers her adore.

What cared she, who sighed for her sore,

Or who did wayle or watch the wearie night ?

Let them that list, their lucklesse lot deplore
;

She was borne free, not bound to any wight,

And so would euer Hue, and loue her owne
delight.

Through such her stubborne stifnesse, and hard

hart,

Many a wretch, for want of remcdie.

Did languish long in lifeconsuming smart,

And at the last through dreary dolour die :

Whylest she, the Ladie of her libertie.

Did boast her beautie had such soueraine

might.

That with the onely twinckle of her eye,

She could or saue, or spill, whom she would
hight.

Wliat could the Gods doe more, but doe it more
aright ?

But loe the Gods, that mortall follies vew.
Did worthily rcucnge tliis maydens pride

;

And nought regarding her so goodly hew.
Did laugh at her, that many did deride,

Wiiilest she did weepe, of no man mercifidc.

For on a day, when Cupid kept his court.

As he is wont at each Saint Valcntidc,

Vnto the which all louers doe resort,

That of their loues successe they there may make
report

:

^

33
It fortun'd then, that when the roulcs were red,

In which the names of alllouesfolke were fyled,

That many there were missing,which were dcd.

Or kept in bands, or from their louts exyled.

Or by some otlicr violence dcspoyled.

Which when as Cupid heard, he wexed wroth,
And doubting to be wronged, or bcguylcd,
He b.id his eyes to be vnblindfold both.

That he might see his men, and muster them bv
oth.

Then found he many missing of his crew,

Which wont doe suit and seruice to his might

;

Oi whom what was becomen, no man knew.
Therefore a lurie was impaneld streight.

T'enquire of them, whether by force, or sleight.

Or their owne guilt, they were away conuayd.
To whom foule Ittjuniie, and fell Dcspi^H
Gaue euidence, that they were all betrayd.

And murdrcd cruelly by a rebellious Mayd.

>3:>

Fayre Mirabella was her name, whereby
Of all those crymes she there indited was :

All wliich when Cupid heard, he by and by
In great displeasure, wild a Capias
Shouldissue forth, t'attachthatscornefulllasse.

The warrant straight was made, and there-

withal 1

A Baylieffe errant forth in post did passe.

Whom they by name there Poriamore did call

;

He which dotli summon louers to loues iudge-

ment hall. ^

The damzell was attacht, and shortly brought

\'nto the barre, whereas she was arrayned :

But she thereto nould plead, nor answere ought

Euen for Stubborne pride , which her restra\med
So iudgement past, as is by law ordayned
In cases like, which when at last she saw,

Herstubbornehart.whichlouebeforedisdayned,

Ganstoupe,andfallingdowne with humble aw-e,

Cryde mercie, to abate the extremitie of law.

37
.

The Sonne of Venus who is myId by kynd,
But where he is prouokt with peeuishnesse,

\'nto her prayers piteously encl\nid,

And did the rigour of his doome represse

;

Yet not so freely, but that nathelesse

lie vnto her a penance did impose,

Wliich was, that through this worlds wyde
wildcrnes

She wander should in companie of those.

Till she had sau'd so many loues, as she did lose.

So now she had bene wandring two whole ycares

Throughout the world, in this \Ticomely case,

Wasting her goodly hew in heauie teares,

Aiid her good daycs in dolorous disgrace

:

Yet had she not in all these two ycares space,

Saued but two, yet in two yearcs before,

Through her dispiteous pride, whilest loue

lackt place,

She had destroyed two and twenty more.

Aie me, how could her loue make half amends
therefore ?

39
And now she was vj^pon the weary wa\',

When as the gentle Squire, with faire Serene,

Met her in such missceming foule array
;

The whiles that mighty man did her demcane
\\"\\\\ all the euill tcrmes and cruell meanc.
That liecould make; And ceke that angry foole

Which follow'd her,withcursed hands vncleane
\Miippingherhorse,di(l with liis smarting toole

Oft whip her dainty selfe, and much augment
her doole.
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40

Ne ought it mote auaile her to entreat

The one or th'other, better her to vse :

For both so wilfull were and obstinate,

That all her piteous plaint they did refuse,

And rather did the more her beate and bruse.

But most the former villaine, which did lead

Her tyreling iade, was bent her to abuse
;

Who though she \\ere N\itli wearinesse nigh

dead,

Yet would not let her lite, nor rest a little stead.

For he was sterne, and terrible by nature.

And eeke of person huge and hideous,

Exceeding much the measure of mans stature.

And rather like a Gyant monstruous.

For sooth he was descended of the hous

Of those old Gyants, which did vvarres darraine

A^^ainst the heauen in order battailous,

And sib to great Orgolio, which was slaine

By Arlhure, when as Vnas Knight he did

maintaine.
42

His lookcs were drcadfull, and his fiery cies

Like twogreat Beacons, glared bright and Nvyde,

Glaunciiig askew, as if his enemies

He scorned in his ouerweening pryde
;

And stalking stately Uke a Crane, did stryde

At euery step vp|)on tlie tiptcx-s hie.

And all the way he went, on euery syde

He g;i/'d about, and stared horriblie,

As if he with his lookes would all men terrific.

43
He wore no armour, ne for none did rare,

As no whit drctiding any lining wight
;

liut in a larket fpiiltcd ridily rare

V|Kjn checklaton l»e was stranngclv dight,

Anil on his lu;ul a rdll of linncn jjliglit,

Like to the Morrs nf Mahilw r he wore
;

\\ iiji wlii( h liislo< ks.as blacki' as pitchynight,

Were IxHind about, and voydid from iK-fore,

And ill Ills li.iiid a mighty yron < liih \\v bore.

4-t

lliis \Na-. Pi'xldtur, who led tli.it I^ulirs horse

Through tiiiikand thin, through moui\tain.s

and through plains,

rnmprlling her. whcr slie would not, by ((tree,

H.ding h<r palfrey by tlu* hrm|K*ti ruines.

But that s;uiu- f<K)lc, whidi most inert ;vst her

fiaitics,

Was Scorttr, who hauing in his hand a whip.

Her therewith yirks, and still when she com-

plaines,

Tlic more he laughcs.and docs her clo^'ly qtiip,

To sec her sore lament, and bite her lender lip.

-^5

Whose crutil handling when that Squire beheld.
And saw those villuines her so vildely vse.

His gentle heart with indignation sweld,

And could no lenger beare so great abuse,
As such a Lady so to beate and bruse ;

But to him stepping, such a stroke him lent.

That forst him th'halter from his hand to loose,

And maugre all his might, backe to relent

:

Else had he surely there bene slaine, or fowly
shent. ,

46
The villaine, wroth for greeting him so sore,

Gathered him selle together soone againe,

And with his \ron batton, which he bore,

Let driue at him so dreadfully amaine.
That for his safety he did him constrair.e

To giue him ground, and shift to eucrv side,

Rather then once his burden to sustaine :

For bootelesse thing him secmtd, to abide
So mighty blowes, or proue the puissaunce of

his pride.

.
'*7

Like as a Mastiffe hauing at a bay
A saluage Bull, whose ^cruell homes doe threat

Desperate daunger. if he llum a5S;iv,

Traceth his ground, and round about doth
beat,

To sjjv where he may «ome aduauntage get ;

Thewhilisthe beast doth rage and louillyrore:

So did the S(juire, the whiles the Carle diil fret,

And fume in his di^dainefull m\nd the more,
.•\ml oftentimes by Turmagant and Mahoui.d

swore. o
48

.

Xathelesse so sharjxly still he him pursewd,
lliat at aduant;ige him at last he to<.>ke,

When hisf(K»te slipt (that sliphedeanlvrewd.)
And with his yron i lub to ground himstrcKtke

;

Where still he lay, ne out of swoune awooke,
Till heauy haiid the Carle viK)n him la\tl.

And iMuind him fast: Tho when he vji did
looke,

\\\(\ saw him sthe raptiutl, he w;is ili>nuivd,

Ne |)ow re had to wilhstaiul, nc liopc of any as d.

4'J

llien %"]> he nuule him rise, and forward fare,

Le<l in a roin-, whit h Iwith his hands did bvntl
;

Ne ought tlial f(M)le for pitty did him '•pare,

But with his whip him followitig Inhynd,
Him{»(tet\srotirgM.nnd forst his feet c to fynd;
And other whiles with bit termockes and mowcs
He woidd him seorne, that to his gentle nuf.d
Was mu(h m«»re grieuous, then the others

blowes :

Words sharjKly wound, but greatest yricfc of

scorninj» growes.
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The faire Serena, when she saw him fall

Vnder that villaines club, then surely thought

That slaine he was, or made a wretched thrall,

And fled away with all the speede she mought,

To seeke for safety, which long time she

sought

:

And past through many perils by the way,
Ere she againe to Calepine was brought

;

The which discourse as now I must delay,

Till Mirabellaes fortunes I doe further say.

Cant VIII.

Prince Arlhure ouercomes Disdaine,

Quites Mirabell from dreed : /
Serena found of Saluages,

By Calepine is freed.

I

Ye gentle Ladies, in whose soueraine powre
Loue hath the glory of his kingdome left,

And th' hearts of men, as your eternall dowre.

In yron chaines, of liberty bereft,

Dcliuercd hath into your hands by gift

;

Be well aware, how ye the same doe vse,

That pride doe not to tyranny you lift

;

Least if men you of cruelty accuse,

He from you take that chiefedome, which ye
doe abuse.

2

And as ye soft and tender are by kynde,
Adornd with goodly gifts of beauties grace.

So be ye soft and tender ecke in mynde ;

But cruelty and hardnessc from you chace,

That all your other praises will deface,

And from you turne th.e loue of men to hate.

Ensample take of Mirabellaes case.

Who from the high degree of happy state,

Fell into wretched woes, which she repented
late.

3
Who after thruldomc of the gentle Squire,
Whicli she beheld with lamentable eye,
Was touched with compassion entire,

And much lamented his calamity,
Thai for her sake fell into misery :

Whiili booted nought for prayers, nor for
tlircat

To hope for to release or mollify
;

For aye the more, that she did them entreat,
The more they him misust, and crutllv did i^cat.

So as they forward on their way did pas.

Him still reuiling and afflicting sore.

They met Prince Arlhure with Sir Enias,

(That was that courteous Knight, whom he
before

Hauing subdew'd, yet did to life restore,)

To whom as they approcht, they gan augment
Their cruelty, and him to punish more,
Scourging and haling him more vehement

;

As if itthemshouldgrieuetoseehis punishment.

5
The Squire him selfe when as he saw his Lord,

The witnesse of his wretchednesse, in place.

Was much asham'd, that with an hempen cord

He like a dog was led in captiue case,

And did his head for bashfulnesse abase,

As loth to see, or to be scene at all

:

Shame would be hid. But whenas Enias

Beheld two such, of two such villaines thrall,

His manly mynde was much emmoued there-

withall. c

And to the Prince thus sayd ; See you Sir

Knight,

The greatest shame that euer eye yet saw ?

Yond Lady and her Squire with foule despight

Abusde, against all reason and all law.

Without regard of pitty or of awe.

See how they doe that Squire beat and reuile
;

See how they doe the Lady hale and draw.

But if ye please to lend me leaue a while,

I will them soone acquite, and both of blame
assoile.

7
The Prince assented, and then he streight way
Dismountinglight,liis shield about him threw,

With which approching, thus he gan to say ;

Abide ye caytiue trcachetours \Titrew,

That haue with treason thralled vnto you
These two, vnworthy of your wretched bands ;

And now your crime with cruelty pursew.

Abide, and from them lay your loathly hands ;

Or else abide the death, that hard before you
stands.

8

The villaine stayd not aunswcr to inucnt,

But with his yron club preparing way,
llis mindes sad message backe vnto him sent

;

The which descended withsuchdreadfuUsway,
That seemed nought the course thereof could

stay

:

No more then lightening from the lofty sky. -

Ne list the Knight the powre thereof assay,

Wliose doome was death, but lightly slipping

by,

Vnwares defrauded his intended destiny.
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And to requite him with the like againe,

With his sliarpe sword he fiercely at him flew,

And strooke so strongly, that the Carle with

paine

Saued him selfe, but that he there him slew :

Yet sau'd not so, but that the bloud it drew.

And gaue his foe good hope of victor>\

VVlio therewith flesht, vpon him set anew,

And with the second stroke, thought certainely

To haue supplyde the first, and paide the vsury.

10

But Fortune aunswerd not \Tito hi? oill

;

For as his hand was heaued vp on hight.

The villuine met him in the middle fall,

And with his club bet backe his brondyron bright

So forcibly, that with his owne hands might

Rebeaten backe vpon him selfe againe.

He driuen was to ground in selfe despight

;

From whence ere he rccouery could gaine.

He in his necke had set his foote with fell

disdaine.
II

With that the foole, which did that end awayte,

Came running in,and whilcst on ground he lay,

Laidehcauy hands on him, and held so straytc.

That downe he kept liim with hisscorncfuUsway,

So as he could not weld him any way.

Tlic whiles that other villuine went about

Him to haue bound, and thrald without delay
;

The whiles the f(K)le did him rcuile and flout,

Threatiiing to yoke them two and lame tlnir

coragc stout.

As when a sturdy ploughman with his hyndc
By strength haue OMcrlhrowne a stui)hnrne

stcare,

Tluy downc him hold, and fast with cords do
bynde,

Till tluy iiim force the biixome yoke to bcarc :

.Sfxiid these two this Kiiii'lit oil tug and tcare.

Whi(hwh('nlheI'riM(ebehel(l.therestan<liiigby,

He left his lofty steedc to aide liiin neare.

And buckling s(xmc him selfe, ^'an lien ely flv

Vppon that Carli', to saue hi, friend from

ieopanlv.

. .

'

'.•^

The vill.iine lauing him vnto his mate
To be (aptiu'd, an<l han<llrr| as he list,

Hiinselfc addrcst vnto this new debat<',

And witli his dub him all about so l)list,

Tl»at he whieh wav to turtle him sc arcelv wist :

Sometimes aloft lie l.ivd, srnud inn's alow ;

Now here, now there, and oft him neare he mist

;

So doiihtfnllv. that hardlv f>ne rotild know
Wiiethtr more w;irv wire to I'iuc or ward the

l>low.

14

But yet the Prince so well enured was

With such huge strokes, approued oft in fight.

That way to them he gaue forth right to pas.

Ne would endure the daunger of their might,

But waytaduantage,when they do\\Ticdid light.

At last the caytiue after long discourse,

When all his strokes he saw auoyded quite,

Resolued in one t'assemble all his force.

And make one end of him without ruth or

remorse.
15

His dreadfull hand he hcaucd vp aloft,

And with his dreadfull instrument of yre,

Thoughtsurehauepowndedhun to powder soft,

Or deepe emboweld in the earth entyre :

But Fortune did not with his will conspire.

For ere his stroke attayncd his intent,

The noble childe preuenting his desire,

Vnder his club with wary boMnesse went,

.•\nd smote him on the knee, that neucr yet was

bent. ^16

It neucr yet was bent, ne bent it now,

Albe the stroke so strong and puissant were,

That seem'd a marble iMlIour it could bow.

But all that leg, which did his Ixxly heare,

Itcrackt throughout. yet tlidnobloudappcare;

So as it was vnable to support

So huge a burden on such broken gcare,

]5ut fell to ground, like to a lumpc of durt.

Whence he assayd to rise, but could not for his

hurt.

Kftsoones the Prince to him full nimbly slept,

And least he shouUl rccouer Icxite againe,

His head meant from his shoulders to haue

swept.

Whi( h when the Lady saw. slu- rrvde nmainc ;

Slav Slav, Sir Knij^lit, Un loueof (i<Hl ai)stainc,

I'Vom that vnwares \e wtetKsse d«v intend
;

Slav not t hat Car le.thou^;h worthy to be slainc:

I'or more on him doth then hini selle d( peiid ;

Mv life w ill liv his (It ath haue l.mit ntalile t i,d.

He staide his hand aciordin^^ her disiie.

Vet nathrmore him suflred to arize ;

But still suppressing giin of her iixpiire.

What mesuung mote those vncouth words

rompri/e,

lliat i?i that vill.iines lualih her safetv li<5:

lliat,were no ininhiin man. nor heart in Kniu'hts,

Which (hirst her drearled nskiie cntirpri/e.

Vet heaiiens tluni sehies, that fauour feiblc

rights.

W<Mild for it selfe rcdrc^sc, nnd pimish such

despight s.
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Then bursting forth in tearcs, which gushed fast

Like many water streames, a while she stayd
;

Till the sharpe passion being ouerpast,

Her tongue to her restord, then thus she sayd
;

Nor heauens, nor men can me most wretched

mayd
Deliuer from the doome of my desart,

The which the God of loue hath on me layd,

And damned to endure this direfull smart,

For penaunce of my proud and hard rebeUious

hart.
20

In prime of youthly yeares,when first the flowre

Of beauty gan to bud, and bloosme delight,

And nature me endu'd with plenteous dowre,

Of all her gifts, that pleasde each lining sight,

I was belou'd of many a gentle Knight,

And sude and sought with all the seruice dew
Full many a one for me deepe groand and sight,

And to the dore of death for sorrow drew,

Complayning out on me, that would not on

them rew.
21

But let them loue that list, or Hue or die ;

Me list not die for any loners doole :

Xe list me leaue my loued Ubertie,

To pitty him that list to play the foole

:

To loue my selfe I learned had in schoole.

Thus I triumphed long in loners paine,

And sitting carelesse on the scorners stoole,

Did laugh at those that did lament and plaine :

But all is now repayd with interest againe.

22

For loe the winged God, that woundeth harts,

Causde me be called to accompt therefore,

And for reuengcment of those wrongfull

smarts,

\\1iicli I to others did inflict afore,

.\ddeem'd me to endure this penaunce sore
;

That in this wize, and this vnmeete array,

Willi these two lewd companions,and no more,
Disdaine and Scorne, I through the world

should stray,

Till 1 haue sau'd so many, as I earst did slay.

Certes (sayd then the Prince) the God is iust,

That taketh vcngcaunce of iiis peoples spoilc.

For were no law in loue, but all that lust,

Mij^ht thcmop[)rcsse, and f)ainc'fully lurnioile,

His kiiigdoiac woukl continue but a while.

But tell me Lady, wiicrcfore doe you bcare
This bottle thus bvfore you with such toilc,

.And eeke this wallet at your backe arrcare,

That for these Carles to carry much more comely
were ?

24
Here in this bottle (sayd the sory Mayd)
I put the teares of my contrition,

Till to the brim I haue it full defrayd

:

And in this bag which I behinde me don,

I put repentaunce for things past and gon.

Yet is the bottle leake, and bag so torne.

That all which I put in, fals out anon
;

And is behinde me trodden downe of Scorne,

Who mocketh all my paine, and laughs the

more I mourn.

The Infant hearkned wisely to her tale,

And wondred much at Cupids iudg'ment wise,

That could so meeklymake proud heartsauale,

And wreakehim selfe on them, thathim despise,
j

Then suffred he Disdaine vp to arise.

Who was not able vp him selfe,to reare, [prise.

By meanes his leg through his late luckelesse

W^as crackt in twaine, but by his foolish fea^e

Was holpen vp, who him supported standing

neare. ^26

But being vp, he lookt againe aloft,

As if he neuer had receiued fall

;

And with sterne eye-browes stared at him oft,

As if he would haue daunted him withall

:

And standing on his tiptoes, to seeme tall, '

Downe on his golden feete he often gazed.

As if such pride the other could apall

;

Who was so far from being ought amazed.
That he his lookes despised, and his boast

dispraized.f
27

Then turning backe vnto that captiue thrall,

Who all this while stood there beside them
bound,

Vnwilling to be knowne, or scene at all,

He from those bands weend him to haue
\Tiwound.

But when approching neare, he plainely found,

It was his owne true groomc, the gentle Squire,

He thereat wext exceedingly astound,

And him did oft embrace, and oft admire,

Ne could \\ith seeing satisfie his great desire.

28

Mcane while the Saluoge man, when he beheld

That huge great foole oppressing th'other

Knight,

Whom with his weight vnweldy downe he held,

lie flew vpon him, like a greedy kight

Vnto <5ome carrion offered to his siglit, [teeth

And downe him plucking, with his naylcs and
Ganhimtohale,andteare,andscratch,andbite;
And from him taking his owne whip, therewith

So sore him scourgeth, that the bloud downe
followeth.
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29

And sure I vveene, had not the Ladies cry

Procur'd the Prince his cruell hand to stay,

He would with whipping,him haue done to dye

:

But beinf^ checkt,he did abstaine streight way,

And let him rise. Then thus the Prince gan

say;
Now Lady sith your fortunes thus dispose,

That if ye list haue liberty, ye may,
Vnto your selfe I freely leaue to cliose,

VVliether I shall you leaue,or from these villaines

lose.

30
Ah nay Sir ICnight (sayd she) it may not be.

But that I needes must by all mcancs fulfill

This penaunce, which enioyned is to mc.

Least vnto mc betide a greater ill

;

Yet no lesse thankes to you for your good will.

So humbly taking Icauc, she turnd aside.

But Arthiire with the rest, went onward still

On his first quest, in which did him betide

A great aduenture, which did him from them
dcuide.

31

But first it falleth me by course to tell

Of fairc Serena, who as carst you heard,

When first the gentle .Squire at variaunce fell

With those two Carles, ik-d fast away, afeard

Of villany to be to her iiiferd :

So fresh the image of her former dread.

Yet dwelling in lier eye, to her appcard.

That euery f(K)te did tremble, which did lrea<l,

And euery body two, and two she foure did

read.

32
Through hils and dales, througli l)ushcs and

llirough breres

lyong thus she lied, till that at last she thought

Her selfe now past the perill of her feares.

Tlieri l(K)king round alK)ut, and seeing ntnight,

Which doubt of daunger to her oiler niought.

She from her palfrey lighted on the pi.line,

And sitting rlowne. her selfe a while betluuight

Of her long trauell and turmoyling paine;

And often did of loue, and oft of luckc com-
plaine.

.U
And euermore she bl.ime«l CiiU{>iui\

The gfXMJ Sir Calepitie, lier owne true Knight,

As th'onelv author of her wofnil tine :

For U'ing of his Icmic to her so light.

As her to liMiir in such n piteous plight.

Yet nrucr Turtle truer to his make.
Then he W.1S triile vnto his Ladv brii'ht

Who all this while endured for her s.ike.

Great perillof his life,amlrcstlcs5e{xiincs(lid take.

34
Tho when as all her plaints she had displayd,

And well disburdened her engrieued brest,

Vpon the grasse her selfe adowne she layd
;

Where being tyrde with trauell, and opprest

With sorrow, she betooke her selfe to rest.

There wliilest in Morpheus bosome safe she lay,

Fearelesse of ought, that mote her peace molest.

False Fortune did her safety betray,

Vnto a straunge mischaunce, tliat menaced her

decay.

In these wylde deserts, where she now abode.

There dwelt a saluage nation, which did liue

Of stealth and spoile, and making nightly rode

Into their neighbours borders ; ne did giue

Them selues to any trade, as for to driue

The painefull plough, or cattcll for to breed,

Or by aduentrous marchandize to thriue
;

But on the labours of poore n'en to feed.

And scrue their owne necessities with others

need. ,

36
Thereto they vsde one most accursed order,

To catethe llesh ofmen.whom they mote f\iide,

And straungcrstodeuoure. which on their border

Werebrought by errour.or by wreckfuUwynde.
A monstrous cruelly gainst course of kynde.
They towartls euening wandring euerv way.
To seeke for booty, came by fortune bl\Tide.

Whereas this Lady, like a sheejie astray.

Now drowned in the depth of sleepe all feare-

lesse lav. .37
Soone;

Tht
her face

Like the fairc vuory sliining they did see,

Each gan his /ellow solace and embrace,

For ioy of such good haj) by heauenly grace.

Then gan they to deui/e wh.it course to take :

' Whether to slay her there v|><in the place,

( )r sutler her out of her slee|>e to wake,

.\n<l thi-n her e;ite attoiK e ; o. ni.mv nimlrs to

I

make.

!
TIm- Ix'st adui/eincnt w.is of kid, to let hit

Sli(|H- out her (ill. witliout emciulHrnKnl ;

For sUtjh' they sayd would make her battill

belter.

Then when she wakt.thevallgnuconcconscnt,
Tliat since bv grace of (mm I she there was sent,

Vnlr) their (mwI thev wouM her sncrih/e.

\Vh«»Hc share, her guilt lev* blond they would
present.

But f>f her <laintv flesh thrv diil drui/e

To make a common least. an<l (ee<l with gnr-

n^atulire.

lebse lav.
37 V.

ine as they spide her. Lord what gladfidl gUc l\^

ley made amongst them selues ; but when I

(
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39
So round about her they them selues did place

Vpon the grasse, and diuersely dispose,

AseachthoughtbesttospendtheUngringspace.

Some with their eyes the daintest morselschose

;

Some praise her paps, some praise her lips and

nose

;

Some whet their kniues, and strip their elboes

bare

:

Tile Priest him selfe a garland doth compose

Of finest flowres, and with full busie care

His bloudy vessels wash, and holy lire prepare.

40
The Damzell wakes, then all attonce vpstart,

And round about her flocke, like many flies,

Whooping, and hallowing on euery part,

As if they would haue rent the brasen skies.

Which when she sees with ghastly griefful eies.

Her heart does quake, and deadly pallid hew
Benumbes her cheekes : Then out aloud she

cries.

Where none is nigh to heare, that will her rew,

And rends her golden locks, and snowy brests

embrew.
41

But all bootes not : they hands vpon her lay
;

And first they spoile her of her iewels deare,

And afterwards of all her rich array
;

The which amongst them they in peeces tcare.

And of the pray each one a part doth beare.

Now being naked, to their sordid eyes

The goodly threasures of nature appeare

:

Which as they view with lustfuU fantasyes,

Each wisheth to him selfe, and to the rest

enuyes.
42

Her yuorie necke, her alablaster brcst,

Her paps, whichlike white silken pilloweswere,
For loue in soft delight thereon to rest

;

Her tender sides, her bcUie white and clere.

Which like an Altar did it selfe vprere,

To ofler sacrifice diuine thereon
;

Her goodly thighes, whose glorie did appeare
Like a triumphall Arch, and thereupon

The spoilfs of Princes hang'd, which were in

battel won.
43

Those daintie parts, the dcarlings of delight,

Wliichmote not be pro[)han'd of common eyes.
Those villeins vew'd with loose lasciuious sight,

.\nd closely tempted with their craftie spyes ;

Andsomcof them gan mongst themseluesdeuizc,
Thereof by force to take their beastly pleasure.
But them the Priest rebuking, did aduize
To dare not to jwllute so sacred thrcasure,
Vow'd to the gods : religion held euen thceues

in measure.

44
So being stayd, they her from thence directed

Vnto a litle groue not farre asyde,

In which an altar shortly they erected,

To slay her on. And now the Euentyde
His brode black wingshad through the heauens
wyde

By this dispred, that was the tyme ordayned
For such a dismall deed, their guilt to hyde :

Of few greene turfesan altar soone they fayned,
And deckt it all with flowres, which the}' nigh

hand obtayned.

Tho when as all things readie were aright.

The Damzell was before the altar set.

Being alreadie dead with fearefuU fright.

To whom the Priest with naked armes full net

Approdiing nigh, and murdrous knife well

whet,

Gan mutter close a certaine secret charme,
With other diuehsh ceremonies met

:

|

Which doen he gan aloft t'aduance his arme.
Whereat they shouted all, and made a loud

alarme. ^
46

Then gan the bagpypes and the homes to shrill,

And shrieke aloud, that with the peoples voyce
Confused, did the ayre with terror fill,

And made the wood to tremble at the noyce :

The whyles she wayld, the more they did

rcioyce.

Now mote ye vnderstand that to this groue
Sir Calepine by chaunce, more then by choyce,

The selfe same eucning fortune hether droue,

As he to seeke Serena through the woods did

roue.
47

Long had he sought her, and through many a.

soyle

Had traueld still on foot in hcauie armes,

Nc ought was tyred with his endlcsse toylcs,

Ne ought was feared of his certaine harmes :

And now all wectlcsse of the wretched stormes.

In which his loue was lost, he slept full fast,

Till being waked with these loud alarmcs,

He lightly started vp like one aghast,

.\nd catching vp his arms streight to the noise

forth past. ^

There by th'vncertaine glims of starry night,

And by the twinkling of their sacred fire,

He mote perceiue a litle dawning sight

Of all, which there was doing in that quire

:

Mongst whom a woman spoyld of all attire

He spyde, lamenting her vnluckie strife.

And groning sore from grieucd hart entire,

Eftsoones he saw one with a naked knife

Readie to launch her brest,and let out loued life.

I
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49
With that he thrusts into the thickest throng,

And euen as his right hand adowne descends,

He him preuenting, laves on earth along,

And sacrifizeth to th'infernall fecnds.

Then to the rest his wrathfull hand he bends,

Ofwhom he makes suchhauocke and such hew,
That swarmes ofdamned soules to hell he sends

:

The rest that scape his sword and death eschew,

Fly like a flocke of doues before a Faulcons vew.

From them returning to that Ladie backe.

Whom by the Altar he doth sitting find,

Yet fearing death, and next to death the lacke

Of clothes to couer, what they ought by kind.

He first her hands beginneth to vnbind
;

And then to question of her present w oe
;

And afterwards to chearewith speaches kind.

But she for nought that he could say or doe,

One word durst spcake, or answerc him a whit

thereto.
51

So inward shame of her vncomely case

She did conceiue, through care of womanhood,
That though the night did couer her disgrace,

Vet she in so vnwomanly a mootl,

Would not Ix-'wray the state in which she stofKl.

So all that night to him vnknowen she past.

Hut day, that doth discouer bad and good,

Ensewing, made her kiiowcn to him at List

:

The end whereof lie keepe vntill another cast.

Cant. L\\

Calidore hosirs 'with Mrlihn:

and loues Jayrc Pastordl

;

Coridon enuies him, yet he

for ill rruuirds him well.

v.'X'X'X'X'X'X'X'X'X'X'X'X'X'Xv'*

I

Now turnc agaiiic my ti-mc thou iolly swnync,
Harke to the furrow which I lately left ;

I lately left a furrow, one or twaync
VnploughM, the which mv coultir haili jioi

cl.ft

:

Yet stcm'd the soyle lx)th fayrc anci frutcfull

eft.

As I it past, that were tfK> great a sh.uiie.

That so ri( h frutc should \k from vs UTcft ;

I'x-sides the great dishonour ami defame,
Which should befall to Calidores inunortall

name.

Great trauell hath the gentle Calidore

And toyle endured, sith I left him last

Sewing the Blatant beast, which I forbore

To finish then, for other present hast.

Full many pathes and perils he hath past,

Through hils, through dales, throgh forests,

and throgh plaines

In that same quest which fortune on him cast,

Which he atchieued to his owne great gaines,

Reaping eternall glorle of his restlcsse paines.

So sharply he the Monster did pursew,

That day nor night he suffred him to rest,

Ne rested he himsdfe but natures dew.
For dread of daunger, not to be redrest,

If he for slouth forslackt so famous quest.

Ilim first from court he to the,citties coursed,

And from the citties to the townes him prcst,

And from the townes into the countrie forscd,

And from the country back to priuate famies
he scorsed.

4
From thence into the open fields he fled.

Whereas the Ileardes were keeping of their neat,

And shepheardssinging to their flockcs, that fed,

Layes of swecte loue and youthes delightful!

heat

:

llim thethcr eke for all his fcarefuU threat

He followed fast, and chaced him so nie.

That to tl\cfol(ls,w here sheepeat night doe seat,

An<l to the litle cots, where she[)herds lie

In winters wrathfull time, he forxd him to flic.

5
Tlicrc on a day as he purscw'd the chacc,

He chaunst to spy a sort of shepheard gr(Himcs,

ria\ing on pv|)es. and caroling apace.

The wh\les their lK;tsts there in the butlded

broonu s

Heside tlunj fe»l.and ni|)t the tender bKninus :

For other worldly wealth they rared nought.

To whom Sir Calidore yet sweating comes,

.\nd tluiM to tell him courteously Usought,

If su(h a Unust they saw, which he had tlutlier

bfiuight.
^j

Thevanswcr'd him. that no such beast thry saw,

Nor anv wicked feend, that mote (^flend

'riKirhappiellockcs.nordaungertotlienidraw:

r.ut if th.it s\ich there- wire (.is none they kend)

Thev |>rayd higii (I<k1 him farrc from tlum to

send.

Then one of them him seeing so to sweat.

.\fter his rusticko wi^e, that wi II he wecnd,

(^ffrrd him drinke, to quench his tliirstie heiU,

.\n<I if he hungry were, lum ofTrtd ckc to cuL
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The knight was nothing nice, where was no need,

And tooke their gentle offer : so adowne

They prayd him sit, and gaue him for to feed

Such homelV what, as serues the simple clovNue,

That doth despise the dainties of the towne.

Tho hauing fed his fill, he there besyde

Saw a faire damzell, which did weare a crowTie

Of sundry flowres, with silken ribbands tyde,

Yclad inhome-made greene that her owne hands

had dyde.

Vpon a litle hillocke she was placed

Higher then all the rest, and round about

Enuiron'd with a girland, goodly graced,

Of louely lasses, and them all without

The lustie shepheard swaynes sate in a rout,

The which did pype and sing her prayses dew.

And oft reioyce, and oft for wonder shout,

As if some miracle of heauenly hew
Were downe to them descended in that earthly

vew.
9

And soothly sure she was full fayre of face.

And perfectly well shapt in euery lim.

Which she did moreaugment withmodestgrace,

And comely carriage of her count'nance trim.

That all the rest like lesser lamps did dim :

\V\\o her admiring as some heauenly wight,

Did for their soueraine goddesse her esteeme,

And caroling her name both day and night,

The fayrest Pastorella her by name did hight.

lO

Ne was there heard, ne was there shepheards
swayne

But her did honour, and eke many a one
Burnt inhcrloue, and withsweetpleasingpayne
Full many a night for her did sigh and grone :

But most of all the shepheard Coridon

For her did languish, and his deare life spend;
Yet neither she for him, nor other none
Did care a whit, ne any liking lend :

Though meane her lot, yet higher did her mind
ascend.

II

Iler whylcs Sir Calidore there vewcd well,

And markt her rare dcmeanurc, which him
seemed

So farre the meane of shepheards to excell,

As that he in his mind her worthy deemed.
To be a Princes Paragonc esteemed,
He was vnwarcs surprisd in subtile bands
Of the blynd boy, ne thence could be redeemed
By any skill out of his cruell hands.

Caught like the bird, which gazing still on otiicrs

stands.

12

So stood he still long gazing thereupon,

Ne any will had thence to moue away.
Although his quest were farre afore him gon ;

But after he had fed, yet did he stay.

And sate there still, vntill the flying day
Was farre forth spent, discoursing diuersly

Of sundry things, as fell, to worke delay
;

And euermore his speach he did apply

To th'heards, but meant them to the damzels

fantazy.

. ^3
By this the moystie night approching fast.

Her deawy humour gan on th'earth to shed,

That warn'd the shepheards to their homes to

hast

Their tender flocks, now being fully fed,

For feare of wetting them before their bed •,

Then came to them a good old aged syre,

\\Tiose siluer lockes bedeckt his beard and hed,

With shepheards hooke in hand, and fit attyre,

That wild the damzell rise ; the day did now
expyre.

14
_

Pie was to weet by common voice esteemed

The father of the fayrest Pastorell,

And of her selfe in very deede so deemed
;

Yet was not so, but as old stories tell

Found her by fortune, which to him befell,

In th'open fields an Infant left alone.

And taking vp brought home, and noursed well

As his o\\Tie chvld ; for other he had none,

That she in tract of time accompted was his

owne.

She at his bidding meekely did arise,

And straight vnto her litle flocke did fare :

Then all the rest about her rose likewise.

And each his sundrie sheepe with seuerall care

Gathered together, and them homeward bare ;

Wliylesteuerieonewithhelpinghandsdidstriue

Amongst thcmsclues, and did their labours

share.

To helpe faire Pastorella, home to driue

Her fleecie flocke ; but Coridon most helpe did

giue.
i6

J
But Melihoee (so hight that good old man) 1

Now seeing Calidore left all alone,

And night arriued hard at hand, began
Ilim to inuite vnto his simple home

;

\Miich though it were a cottage clad with lome,

And all things therein meane, yet better so

To lodge, then in the saluage fields to rome.

The knight full gladly soone agreed thereto.

Being his harts owne wish, and home with him
did go.

i



Cant. IX. FAERIE QVEEXE. 377

17

rhere he was welcom'd of that honest syre,

And of his aged Beldame homely well

;

Wiio him besought himselfe to disattyre,

And rest himselfe, till supper time befell.

By which home came the fayrest Pastorell,

After her flocke she in their fold had tyde,

And supper readie dight, they to it fell

With small adoe, and nature satisfyde,

[he which doth htle craue contented to abyde.

18

rho when they had their hunger slaked well,

And the fayre mayd the table ta'ne away,
The gentle knight, as he that did excell

In courtesie, and well could doe and say,

For so great kindnesse as he found that day,

Gan greatly thanke his host and his good wife
;

And drawing thence his speach another way,
Gan highly to commend the liap[")ie life,

VhichShepheardslead, without debate or bitter

strife.

^ow much (sayd he) more hap[)ie is the state.

In which ye father here doe dwell at case.

Leading a life so free and fortunate,

From all the tempests of these worldly seas,

UTiich tosse the rest in daungerous disease

;

Wlierc warres, and wrcckcs, and wicked cnmitie

Dw them afllict, which no man am appease,

That ccrtcs I your haj)i)incsse emiic,

Ind wish my lot were phust in such fclicitie.

20

Jurdy my sonne (then answcr'd he againe)

If happie, then it is in this intent,

That hauing small, yet doc I not comi)laine

Of want, ne wish for more it to augment,
But doc my self, witli that I haue, content

;

So taught of nature, which dotii litle n«'e<l

Of forrciiic heljHS tr) Ijfis due nourisiuuent :

The fields my food, n\y llocke n»y raynient

breed
;

^o better doc I wcare, no better dcx.* I feed.

21

rherefore I doe not any one cnuy,
Nor am enuyde of any one therefore ;

Tliey that luiue nnuh, feare nnuh to loose

I

thercl)y,

And store of cares doth follow ridies store.

The litle that I liane, growes davlv more
Without my aire, but oiiely to attend it ;

M\- IiiuIhs doc eueryyeare increase I heir score,

And my llo< kes fatlu-r daily doih amend it.

•Vliat haue I. init to praise th'.Mniirlitv. that

' doth send it ?

22

To them, that list, the worlds gay showes I leaue,

And to great ones such follies doe forgiue,

Which oft through pride do their owne perill

weaue, [driue

And through ambition downe themselues doe

To sad decay, that might contented Hue.

Me no such cares nor combrous thoughts offend,

Ne once my minds vnmoued quiet grieue.

But all the night in siluer sleepe I spend.

And all the day, to what I list, I doe attend.

23
Sometimes I hunt the Fox, the vowed foe

Vnto my Lambes, and him dislodge away
;

Sometime the fawne I practise from the Doe,

Or from the Goat her kidde how to conuay
;

Another while I baytes and nets display.

The birds to catch, or fishes to beguyle :

And when I wearie am, I downe doe lay

My limbes in euery shade, to rest from toyle,

Anddrinkeofeuerybrooke,whenthirstmytlirote

doth boyle.

Tlie time was once, in my first prime of ycares.

When pride of youth forth pricked my desire,

Tliat 1 disdain'd amongst mine e(iuall pcares

To follow sheepe, and shcjiluards base attire :

For further fortune then I would inquire.

And leaning home, to roiall court I sought ;

Where I did sell my selfe for ycarely hire.

And in the Princes g-ardin daily wrought :

There I beheld such vainenesse, as 1 neucr

tliought.
25

W i t h sigh t whereofsoone cloyd , and long deluded

With idle hopes, which them doe entertaine,

After I had ten yeares my selfe excUuled

From natiue home, ai\d spent my you thin vaine,

I gan mv follies to my selfe to plaine,

.\n<l this sweet peace, whose lackc did then

appeare.

Tlio backe returning to my slieepe againe,

1 from thenceforth haue It arn'dtoloviemorcdtarc

This lowly quiet life, wWuh 1 inherile here.

26

Whvlestthushetalkt.theknigljtwithgrecdycare

Ijoiig still v|)on*his melting mouth attent

;

Whosesiiisefulhvordscmpierst hisluirtsoiKarc,

That he was nipt with double rauishmmt,

Hoth of his speach that wrought him great

content,

;\nd aKo of the obiei 1 of his vew.

On whiih his hungry eye was alwaycs bent
;

That tvvi\this|>leasing tongue.and her faireluw,

lie lost himselfe, and like one halfe cnlravuicttl

grew.
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Yet to occasion meanes, to worke his mind,

And to insinuate his harts desire,

He thus replyde ; Now surely syre, I find,

That al 1 this worlds gayshowes,whichweadmire,
Be but vaine shadowes to this safe retyre

Of life, which here in lowlinesse ye lead,

Fearelesse of foes, or fortunes wrackfull yre,

Which tosseth states,and vnder foot doth tread

The mightie ones, affrayd of euery chaunges
dread.

28

That euen I which daily doe behold

The glorie of the great, mongst whom I won,
And now haue prou'd, what happinesse ye hold

In this small plot of your dominion.

Now loath great Lordship and ambition
;

Andwish the heauens so much had graced mee,
As graunt me Hue in like condition

;

Or that my fortunes might transposed bee
From pitch of higher place, vnto this low degree.

In vaine (said then old Meliboe) doe men
The heauens of their fortunes fault accuse,

vSith they know best,what is the best for them

:

For they to each such fortune doe diffuse,

As they doe know each can most aptly vse.

For not that, which men couet most, is best,

Nor that thing worst, which men do most
refuse

;

But fittest is, that all contented rest

With that they hold : each hath his fortune in

his brcst.

30
It is the mynd, that maketh good or ill.

That maketh wretch or happie, rich or poore :

For some, that hath abundance at his will,

Hath not enougli, but wants in greatest store
;

And other, that hath litle, askes no more.
But in that litle is both rich and wise.

For wisedome is most riches ; fooles therefore
They are, which fortunes doe by vowes denize,

Sith each vnto himselfe his life may fortunize.

31
Since then in each mans self (said Calidorc)
It is, to fasliion his owne Ivfcs estate,

Giue leauc awhylc, good father, in this shore
To rest my barrkc, which hath bene beaten late

With stornies of fortune and tempestuous fate.

In seas of troubles and of toylesome paine.
That whether quite from them for to retrate
I shall rcsoluc, or backe to turne againe,

I may here with your selfe some small repose
obtaine.

32
Not that the burden of so bold a guest

Shall chargefuU be, or chaunge to you at all

For your meane food shall be my daily feast

And this your cabin both my bowre and hall

Besides for recompence hereof, I shall

You well reward, and golden guerdon giue,

That may perhaps you better much withall,

And in this quiet make you safer hue.

So forth he drew much gold, and toward him it

driue.

But thegoodman, nought tempted with the offer'

Of his rich mould, did thrust it farre away,
And thus bespake ; Sir knight, your bounteous

proffer

Be farre fro me, to whom ye ill display

That mucky masse, the cause of mens decay,

That mote empaire my peace with daungers

But if ye algates couet to assay [dread.

This simple sort of life, that shepheards lead,

Be it your owne : our rudenesse to your selfe

aread.
34

So there that night Sir Calidore did dwell,

And long while after, whilest him list remaine,

Dayly beholding the faire Pastorell,

And feeding on the bayt of his owne bane.

During which time he did her entertaine

With all kind courtesies, he could inuent

;

And euery day, her companie to gaine,

Wlien to the field she went, he with her went

:

So for to quench his fire, he did it more augment,

35
But she that neuer had acquainted beene
With such queint vsage, fit for Queenes and

Kings,

Ne eucr had such knightly seruice seene,

But being bred vnder base shepheards wings,

Had eucr Icarn'd to loue the lowly things,

Did litle whit regard his courteous guize.

But cared more for Colins carolings

Then all tliat he could doe, or euer denize :

His layes, his loues, his lookes she did them all

dcspize. ,

VMiich Calidore pcrcciuing, thought it best

To chaunge the manner of his loftie lookc ;

And doffing his bright armcs, himselfe addrcst

In shepheards weed, and in his hand he tooke,

In stead of steelehead speare, a shepheards

hooke,

That who had seene him then, would haue
bethought

On Phrygian Paris by Plexippus brooke,

Wlicn he the loue of fayre Oenone sought,

What time the golden apple was \titohim brought.
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37
being clad, vnto the fields he went

With the faire Pastorella euery day,

And kept her sheepe with diligent attent,

Watching to driue the rauenous Wolfe away,

rhewhy lest at pleasure she mote sport and play

;

And euery euening helping them to fold :

And otherwhilcs for need, he did assay

In his strong hand their rugged teats to hold,

jid out of them to presse the milke : loue so

much could, o

(Tiich seeing Coridon, who her likewise

Long time had lou'd, and hop'd her loue to

gaine,

He much was troubled at that straungers guize,

And manygealousthouglitsconceiu'd in vuine,

rhut this of all his labour and long paine

should reap the haruest,ere it ripened were,

rhat made him scoule, and pout, and oft com-
plaine

Df Pastorell to all the shepheards there,

hat she did loue a stranger swayne then him
more dere.

39
.

jid cuer wlicn he came in companie,

Where Calidore was present, he would loure,

And byte his lip, and cuen for gealousie

W;ls readie oft his ownc hart to dcuourc.

Impatient of any paramoure :

Wlio on the other side <lid seemc so farrc

From maliriiig, or grudging his gocKJ iiourc,

rii:it all he could, he graced liim wilji her,

c cuer siiewed signe of rancour or of i.irre.

40
ud oft, when Coridon vnto her brought

Dr iitlc sp:irrc)wcs, stoliii from their nest,

Dr w:inton squirrels, iit the w(mx1s farrc sought,

3r other cUiintic thing for her a<ldrcst,

He would commend his guift, and make the

best.

Vet she no whit his presents did regard,

Nc him could lind to f;incic in her brest :

rhii niwcomcshe| (heard harl his market mard.
Id loue is litleworthwhen new is more prcfard.

•ncdaywhcn as ihcshephcardswayncs together
Werernet ,tom;ike their sports :uid merrieglec.

As ihcv are w(>i»t in fairc sunshyiiie weather,

riie wlules their fUx:kes in shadowcs slirfnidc<i

bee.

riiev fell to daiincc : then <li<l they ail agree,

Tii.it Colin Clout siioiild i(ii>o as f)nc most (it
;

And Calidore siiould Iea<l tljc ring, as Ijcc

Tiiat most in Pastorrllics grace did sit.

"hcreat frown'd Coridon, .xwd iiis lip closely bit.

42 _

But Calidore of courteous inclination

Tooke Coridon, and set him in liis place.

That he should lead the daunce, as was his

fashion
;

For Coridon could daunce, and trimly trace.

And when as Pastorella, him to grace,

Her flowry garlond tooke from her owne head,

And plast on his, he did it soone displace.

And did it put on Coridons in stead :

Then Coridon woxe frollicke, that earst seemed
dead.

43
Another time, when as they did dispose

To practise games, and maisteries to try.

They for their ludge did Pastorella chose
;

A garland was the meed of victory.

There Coridon forth stepping openly.

Did chalenge Calidore to wrestling game :

For he tlirougli long and perfect industry,

Therein well practisd was, and in tiie same
Thought sure t'aucnge his grudge, and worke

his foe great shame.

44
Dut Calidore he greatly did mistake

;

For he was strong and migiitily stifle pight.

That witii one fail iiis necke lie almost brake,

And had he not vpon him fallen light.

11 is dearest ioynt he sure hail l)roken quight.

Then was the oaken crowne b\- Pastorell

(iiuen to Calidore, as liis due right ;

Hut lie, tliat did in CDurtesie excell.

daue it to Coridon, and said he woiuic it well.

45.

Tiuis did tiie gentle knight liimselfe al)eare

Amongst tiiat rustieke rout in all iiis dei^ls,

Titat euen tiav. tl»e ^iiidi iiis riuals were.

Could not maiignc him. i)ut conunend him
needs :

For courtesie amongst tlie rudest breeds

CkhkI will and fauour. So it surely wrouglit

Witii tiiis faire Mayd, and in her niynde tiie

seeds

Of |K-rfect loue did sow. tli;it l.i^l forlli iirouglit

Tiie fniilc of ioy an<l i)iisse. tiiougli long time

dearelvlKHii'lit.

TIius Calidore contiiiu'd tiure long time,

To winne tiie ioiie of tiie faire Pastorell ;

Wliirli liauing got, iie \sc-d wiliiout <riine

Or i)Iamefuii l)iot, Imt iiuiiage*! so well.

Tiial lie of all tiie rest, wiiicli tliere did d\\ell.

Was faiioured, and to lier grace comniend«(i.

Hut wliat straungc fortunes \iito him iH-fcll,

I're lie attaiiiM tiic point l>y him intended.

.^Iiall more conuenietit iy in otiicr i>lace in' ended.
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Cant. X

Calidore sees the Graces dauncc,

To Colins melody :

The whiles his Pastorell is led,

Into captiuity.

I

Wlio now does follow the foule Blatant Beast,

Whilest Calidore does follow that faire Mayd,
Vnmyndfull of his vow and high beheast,

Which by the Faery Queene was on him layd,

That he should neuer leaue, nor be delayd

From chacing him, till he had it attchieued ?

But now entrapt of loue, which him betrayd,

He mindeth more, how he may be relieued

With grace from her, whose loue his heart hath

sore engrieued.

2

That from henceforth he meanes no more to sew

His former quest, so full of toile and paine
;

Another quest, another game in vew
He hath, the guerdon of his loue to gaine :

With whom he myndes for euer to remaine.

And set his rest amongst the rusticke sort,

Rather then hunt still after shadowes vaine

Of courtly fauour, fed with light report

Of euery blaste, and sayling alwaies in the port.

3
Ne certes mote he greatly blamed be,

From so high step to stouoe vnto so low.

For who had tasted once (as oft did he)

The happy peace, which there doth ouerfiow.

And prou'd the ]')erfcctpleasurcs,whichdoegrow

Amongst noorehyndes, in hiJs, in woods, in dales.

Would neuer more delight in painted show
Of such false blisse, as there is set for stales,

T'entrap vnwary fooles in their eternall bales.

4
For what liath all that goodly glorious gaze
Like to one siglit, which Calidore did vew ?

The glaunce whereof their dimmed eics would
daze,

That neuer more they sliould endure the shew
Of that sunne-shine, that makes them looke

askew.

Ne ought in all that world of beauties rare,

(Saue onelv Glorianaes hcauenlv hew
To which \\ hat can compare ?) can it compare

;

The which as commeth now, by course I will

declare.

One day as he did raunge the fields abroad,
i

WTiilest his faire Pastorella was elsewhere,

He chaunst to come, far from all peoples troad,

Vnto a place, whose pleasaunce did appere
To passe all others, on the earth which were :

For all that euer was by natures skill

Denized to worke delight, was gathered there,

And there by her were poured forth at fill,

As if this to adorne, she all the rest did pill.

6

It was an hill plaste in an open plaine.

That round about was bordered with a wood
Of matchlesse hight, that seem'd th'earih to

disdaine,

In which all trees of honour stately stood,

And did all winter as in sommer bud,

Spredding pauilions for the birds to bowre.

Which in their lower braunches sung aloud
;

And in their tops the soring hauke did towre,

Si tting likeKing of fowles in maiesty and powre.

And at the foote thereof, a gentle flud

His siluer wanes did softly tumble downe,
Vnmard with ragged mosse or filthy mud,
Ne mote wylde beastes, ne mote the ruder

clowne

Theretoapproch,nefilthmotcthereindrowne:
But Nymphesand Faeries by the bancks did sit,

In the woods shade, which did the waters
crowne,

Keeping all noysome things away from it,

And to the waters fall tuning their accents fit.

8

And on the top thereof a spacious plaine

Did spred it selfe, to serue to all delight.

Either to daunce, when they to daunce would
faine,

Or else to course about their bases light

;

Neought there wanted,which forpleasuremight

Desired be. or thence to banish bale :

So pkasauntly the hill with cquall hight.

Did sceme to ouerlooke the lowlv vale ;

Therefore it rightly cJeeped was mount Acidale.

9
They say that Venus, when she did dispose

FIcr selfe to pleasaunce, vsed to resort

Vnto this place, and therein to repose

And rest her selfe. as in a gladsome port,

Or with the Graces there to play and sport

;

That euen her owne Cytheron, though in it

She vsed most to keepc her royall court.

And in her soueraine Maiesty to sit,

She in regard hereof refusde and thought vnfit.
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10

nto this place when as the Elfin Knight
\pprocht, him seemed that the merry sound

Df a shrill pipe he playing heard on hight,

\ndmany fee te fastthumping th'hollowground,
rimt through the woods their Ecchodid rebound

.

tie nigher drew, to weete what mote it be ;

rhere he a troupe of Ladies dauncing found
full merrily, and making gladfull glee,

nd in the midst aShepheard piping he did see.

II

e durst not enter into th'open greene.

For drc-ad of them vnwares to be descrydc.

For breaking of their daunce, if he were seere
;

But in the couert of the wood did b}de,

Beliolding all, yet of them vnespyde.

riiere he did see, that pleased much his sight,

rhat euen he him selfe his eyes enuyde,

\n hundred naked maidens Lily white,

11 raunged in a ring, and daunchig in delight.

12

11 they without were raunged in a ring,

\rid daunced round ; but in the midst of them
riirc-u other Ladies did both dauncc and sing,

rhewhilesttlie rest tliemroundabout did litnunc,

/Vnd like a girlond did in compa.s.sc stcnune :

\i\(\ in the middest of those same three, was
placed

^iioUiL-r Damzell, as a precious gcmmc,
/Vnii'lst a ring nu^t riclily well cnchaced,

hat with her goodly presence all the rest much
graced.

ooke how the Crownc, wliidi Aruuhw wore

Vpon her yuory forehead lliat same day,

rhat Thrsftis her vnto his bridale bore,

\\\irii the lx)U! Cnit(inrts\um\{: t hat bl< uidy fray,

Wi I h the fierce /.fi/'////«.v,whi(h(li<ltlKindismay;

Biiiig now placed in the lirniaineiit ,

riirongh the bright heauen doth her Ixrains

djsphiy,

And i^ vuto the slarn-s an ornament

.

^Iiii h round about her iiioiic in oidei im t 1I( iit

.

I
1

in h '.v;is the ixaulv o| this ^'(K^dlv b.Uid,

V\ ho-,e sun<hv parts were here t(M» long t(t tell:

]Ui\ Mr tliat in tlie midst of them did stand,

Se( ni'd all the rest in l)eauty It) excel!.

Cfownd with a rosie girlond, thai right wtll

Did her besecnic Ant! cuer. as the crew
About her daunst, sweet iKnvres, that far did

•^mrll.

And fragrant odours tljcy vn|K)n her thr«w ;

Jut most of all. those three did her with gifts

endcw.

Those were the Graces, daughters of delight,

Handmaidesof K^m^,which arewont to haunt

Vppon thishill,and daunce theredayandnight:
Those three to men all gifts of grace do graunt.

And all, that Venus in her selfe doth vaunt,

Is borrowed of them. But that faire one,

That in the midst was placed parauaunt.

Was she to whom that shepheard pypt alone.

That made him pipe so merrily, as neuer none.

16

She was to weete that ioUy Shepheards lasse,

Which piped there vnto that merry rout,

That ioUy shepheard, which there piped, was

Poore Colin Clout(who knowes not Colin Clout/)

He pypt apace, whilest they him daunst about.

Pype ioll\- shepheard, p>pe tliou now apace

Vnto thy loue, that made thee low to lout ;

Thy loue is present there with thee in place,

Thy loue is there aduaunst to be another Grace.

17

Much wondred Calidore at this straunge sight,

Whose like before his eye had neuer scene,

And standing long astonished in spright,

And rapt with pleasaunce, wist not what to

weene ;

\\ hether it were the traine of beauties Oueene,

Or Nyniphes, or Faeries, or enchaunted show,

With wliich his eyes mote haue deluded beene.

'I'herefore resoluing, what it was. to know,

()ut of the wood he rose, and toward them did

e°'
18

15ut soone as he appeared to their vew.

They vanisht all away out of his sight.

Andcleaneweregone,whiehwayheneueikiKw;

All s;uie the shepheard, \\\\o for fell despight

Of that displeasure, broke his kig-pijH: quight,

And made great monc for that vjihappy lurnt.

lUil Caliilorc, though no lesse sory wight.

I'or that misha|». Net seeing him lo niouine.

1 )rew neare, that he the truth of all by him mete

Kiirnc.
n)

,\nd first him greeting, tinis vi\ti) him spake,

llaile ioUv slupluaid. wiii<l> thy ittyous dayes

Mere lea«lesi in this gootllv merry make,

Kre<|uenli-<1 of these gentle Nvjnplus jilwaves,

Whieli to thee fUnkc. toheare thy loiuly laves ;

'lell me. what mote lliese dainty DamzcU be,

Whirh lu re with lliec doe nuikc their pleasant

I
-laves .''

Right happy thou, that nvAvsl tlirm freely h'c :

Hut whv when 1 them saw, I'lcd they oway from

me ?
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Not I so happy, answerd then that svvaine,

As thou viihappy, which them thence didst

chace,

Whom by no meanes thou canst recall againe,

For being gone, none can them bring in place,

But whom they of them selues list so to grace.

Right sory I, (saide then Sir Calidore,)

That my ill fortune did them hence displace.

But since things passed none may now restore,

Tell me, what were they all, whose lacke thee

grieues so sore.& 21

Tho gan that shepheard thus for to dilate
;

Then wote thou shepheard, whatsoeuer thou

bee,

That all those Ladies, which thou sawest late,

Are Venus Damzels, all within her fee.

But differing in honour and degree :

They all are Graces, which on her depend.

Besides a thousand more, which ready bee

Her to adorne, when so she forth doth wend :

But those three in the midst, doe chiefe on her

attend.
22

They are the daughters of sky-ruling loue.

By him begot of faire Eurynome,
The Oceans daughter, in this pleasant groue.

As he this way comming from feastfull glee.

Of Thetis wedding with .'Eacidee,

In sommers shade him selfe here rested weary.
The first of them hight mylde Euphrosyne,
Next faire Aglaia, last Thalia merry

:

Sweete Goddesses all three which me in mirth
do cherry.

These three on men all gracious gifts bestow,

VVliich decke the body or adorne the mynde,
To make them louely or well fauoured show.

As comely carriage, entertainement kynde,
Sweete semblaunt, friendly offices that byndc.
And all the comj^lements of curtcsie :

They teach vs, how to each degree and kynde
We should our selues demeane, to low, to hie

;

To friends, to foes, which skill men call Ciuility.

Therefore they alwaics smoothly seeme to smile,
That we likewise should mylde and gentle be.
And also naked are, that without guile

Or false dissemblaunce all them plaine may see,

Simple and true from couert malice free :

And eeke them selues so in their daunce they
bore,

That two of them still froward seem'd to bee,

But one still towards shew'd her selfe afore;

That good sliould from vs goc, then come in

greater store.

^5

Such were those Goddesses, which ye did sc

But that fourth Mayd, which there ami*

them traced,

Who can aread, what creature mote she be

Whether a creature, or a goddesse graced

With heauenly gifts from heuen first enraced

But what so sure she was, she worthy was,

To be the fourthwith those three other placed'

Yet was she certes but a countrey lasse,
i

Yet she allothercountrey lasses farre did passt

26

So farre as doth the daughter of the day,

All other lesser lights in light excell.

So farre doth she in beautyfuU array,

Aboue all other lasses beare the bell,

Ne lesse in vertue that beseemes her well.

Doth she exceede the rest of all her race,

For which the Graces that here wont to dwell

Haue for more honor brought her to this place

And graced her so much to be another Grace

27

Another Grace she well deserues to be,

In whom so many Graces gathered are,

Excelling much the meane of her degree ;

Diuine resemblaunce, beauty soueraine rart

Firme Chastity, that spight ne blemish dare

All which she with such courtesie doth grace

That all her peres cannot with her compare

But quite are dimmed, when she is in place.

She made me often pipe and now to pipe apace

28

Sunne of the world, great glory of the sky.

That all the earth doest lighten with thy rayes

Great Gloriana, greatest Maiesty,

Pardon thy shepheard, mongst so many layes

As he hath sung of thee in all his dayes.

To make one minime of thy poore handmayd
And vnderncath thy fcete to place her prayse

That when thy glory shall be farre displayd

To future age of her this mention may be made

29
Wlaen thus that shepherd ended had his speach

Sayd Calidore ; Now sure it yrketh mee,

Thattothyblisse I madethisluckeltssebreach

As now the author of thy bale to be,

Thus to bereaue thy loues deare sight fron

tliee :

But gentle Shepheard pardon thou my shame
Who rashly sought that, which I mote not see

Thus did the courteous Knight excuse hi

blame,

And to rccomfort him, all comely meanes die

frame.
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30
n such discourses they together spent

Long time, as fit occasion forth them led
;

With which the Knight him selfe did much
content,

And with deUght his greedy fancy fed,

Both of his words, which he with reason red ;

And also of the place, whose pleasures rare

With such regard his sences rauished.

That thence, he had no will away to fare,

iut wisht, that with that shepheard he mote
dwelling sliare.

But that enuenimd sting, the which of yore,

His i^oysnous point deepe fixed in his hart

Had left, now gan afresh to rancle sore.

And to renue the rigour of his smart

:

Which to recure, no skill of Leaches art

Mote him auuile, but to rcturne againe

To his wounds worker, that with loucly dart

I/iritiiig his brest, had bred his restlesse painc,

^ike as the wounded Whale to shore flies from
tlic maine.

>o taking leaue of that same gentle swainc,

He backe returned to his rusticke wonne,
VVIicre his faire Paslorella did rcmainc :

To whome in sort, as he at first bcgonnc,

he daily did apply him sclfe to doime
All dewfull seruice voidc of thoughts impure

:

Nc any puiries ne perill did he shonnc,

t5y which he might her to his louc allure,

bid liking in her yet vntamcd heart procure.

.IS

bid cuermorc the siiephcard Coridon,

^Vhat euer thing he did her to aggrate,

I>id stride to inaldi with strong contention,
And all his paines did closely emulate

;

Whether it were to curoll, a.s they sate

Keeping their shee|)e, or games to exercize,

Or to present lier with their lalnturs late ;

Tliroiigh which if any grace ciiainist to ari/.c

['ohiin.theSluplieardstreightwithifidou.siedid

iri/x.

)iie (lay as they all three together wmi
To the greerie wo<h|, to gather strawbi-ries,

There < haunst to them a dangerinis accident;

A Tigre forth out of the w<><k| did rise,

Thai with fell clawes lull of fierce gour-
mandi/e,

An«l greedy njoiith, wirie gJiping likehcllgatc,
Did runne at I\i\tor(ll her to surpri/e :

Whom she behoMing. now all dcsol.ite

5an cry to them aloud, to heljK.* her all loo late

35
.

Which Coridon first hearing, ran in hast

To reskue her, but when he saw the feend,

Through cowherd feare he fled away as fast,

Ne durst abide the daunger of the end
;

His life he steemed dearer then his frend.

But Calidore soone comming to her a\de,

When he the beast saw ready now to rend

His loues deare spoile, in which liis heart was
prayde,

He ran at him enraged in stead of being frayde.

36
He had no weapon, but his shepheards hookc,
To serue the vengcaunce of his wrathfull will,

With which so sternely he the monster strooke,

That to the ground astonished he fell

;

Whence ere he could recou'r,he did him quell.

And hewing off his head, (he) n presented

Before the feete of the faire Paston II ;

Who scarcely yet from former feare exemjited,

A thousand I imes him thankt , that had her death
preuentcd.^

37
From that day forth she gan him to affect,

And daily more her fauour to avigment
;

But Coridon for cowhertlize reiect,

Fit to keepe sheepc, vnlit for loues content;

The gentle heart scornes base di>paragement.
Yet Calidurt' lUd not despise him quight,

But vsde him friendly for further intent,

That by his fellow.ship, he colour might
Both his estate, and loue from skill of any wight.

3S
So well he wood her, and so wi 11 lie wrought her,

With humble seruice, and with daily sute.

That at the last vnto his will he brought her ;

Whi< h he so wisely well diil prosecute.

That of his loue he rcapt the timely frute.

And ioye<l long in dose felicity : [brute.

Till fortune fraught with malice, blinde, and
That enuirs loueis long prosperity.

Blew vp a bitter sloriuc of foule uducrbity.

It fortuned one day, when Calidore

Was hunting in tlu* w(kmIs (as was his tmdi)
A l.iwlesse |K-ople, Ihif^iitils hight of yore.

That iieuer ysde to line by plo\ig|i jmr s|,aile,

But fed on s|H)ile and bo<)t\-, whi« h tluy made
\'pon their neighlxnirs, which did nigli them

iKirder,

Tlie dwelling of these shepheards did imiade,

And s|x-»yld their houses, and them seines did

murder

;

An«l droue away their flocks, with other mxich

disorder.



384 THE VI. BOOKE OF THE Cant. X
40

Amongst the rest, the which they then did pray,

They spoyld old Melibee of all he had.

And all his people captiue led away,
Mongst which tliislucklessemayd awaywaslad,
Faire Pastorella, sorrowfull and sad,

]\Iost sorrowfull, most sad, that euer sight,

Nowmadethespoileoftheeuesand^n'gaw/ibad,

Which was the conquest of the gentlest Knight,

That euer Uu'd, and th'onely glory of his might.

41
With them also was taken Coridon,

And carried captiue by those theeues away ;

Who in the couert of the night, that none
Mote them descry, nor reskue from their pray,

Vnto their dwelling did them close conuay.

Their dwelling in a little Island w^,
Couered with shrubby woods, in which no way
Appeard for people in nor out to pas.

Nor any footing fynde for ouergrowen gras.

42
For vnderneath the ground their way was made.
Through hollow caues, that no man mote

discouer

For the thicke shrubs, which did them alwaies

shade

From view of liuing wight, and couered ouer :

But darkenesse dred and daily night did houer
Tlirough all the inner parts,wherein they dwelt,
Ne lightned was w ith window, nor with louer,

But with continuall candlelight, which delt

A doubtfull sense of things, not so well scene,

as felt.

43
Hither those Bngantsbrought their presentpray.
And kept them withcontinuallwatchand ward.
Meaning so soone, as they conuenicnt may.
For slaucs to sell them, for no small reward.
To merchants, which them kept in bondage

hard.

Or sold againe. Now when faire Pastorell

Into this place was brought, and kept withgard
Of griesly theeues, she thought her self in hell,

UTiere with such damned fiends she should in

darknesse dwell.

44
But for to tell the doleful! dreriment.
And pittifullcomi)laints, which there she made.
Where day and night she nought did but kuncnt
Her wretched life, shut vp in deadly shade,
And waste her goodly beauty, which did fade
Like to a llowrc, that feeles no heate of sunne,
\Vliichmayhcrfctbleleaueswithcomfortgladc.
But what befell her in that theeuish wonne,

Will in an other Canto better be begonne.

Cant. XI.

The theeues jail out for Pastorell,

Whilest Melibee is slaine :

Her Calidorefrom them redeemes,

And hringeth backe againe.

1

The ioyes of loue, if they should euer last,

Without affliction or disquietnesse,

That worldly chaunces doe amongst them cast

Would be on earth too great a blessednesse,

Liker to heauen, then mortall wretchednesse
Therefore the winged God, to let men weet,

That here on earth is no sure happinesse,

A thousand sowres hath tempred with one

sweet.

To make it seeme more deare and dainty, as is

meet.
2

Like as is now befalne to this faire Mayd,
Faire Pastorell, of whom is now my song,

Wlio being now in dreadfull darknesse layd,

Amongst those theeues, which her in bondage
strong

Detaynd, yet Fortune not with all this wrong
Contented, greater mischiefe on her threw,

And sorrowes heapt on her in greater throng
;

That who so heares her heauinesse, would rew
And pitty her sad plight, so chang'd from

pleasaunt hew.

Whylest thus she in these hellish dens rema\Tied,
Wrapped in wretched cares and hearts Mirest,

It so befell (as Fortune had ordayncd)
That he, which was their Capitaine profest.

And had the chiefe commaund of all the rest,

One day as he did all his prisoners vew.
With lustfull eyes, beheld that lonely guest,

Faire Pastorella, whose sad moumefull hew
Like the faire Morning clad in misty fog did

shew.
4

At sight whereof his barbarous heart was fired,

And inly burnt with flames most raging whot,
That her alone he for his part desired

Of all the other pray, whicli they had get,

And her in mynde did to him selfe allot.

From that day forth he kyndnesse to hershowed.
And sought her loue,by all tlie meanes hemote

;

With looks, with words, with gifts he oft her

wowed
;

And mixed threats among, and much vnto her

Vowed.
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But all that euer he could doe or say,

Her constant mynd could not a whit remoue,
Nor draw vnto the lure of his lewd lay,

To graunt him fauour, or afford him loue.

Yet ceast he not to sew and all waies proue,

By which he mote accomplish his request,

Saying and doing all that mote behoue
;

Ne day nor night he suffred her to rest,

But her all night did watch, and all the day
molest. ,

o

At last when him she so importune saw.

Fearing least he at lenglii the raines would lend

Vnto his lust, and make his will his law,

Sith in his powre she was to foe or frend,

She thought it best, for shadow to pretend
Some shew of fauour, by him gracing small.

That she thereby mote either freely wend,
Or at more ease continue theie his thrall

:

A little well is lent, that gaineth more withall.

7
So from thenceforth, when loue he to her made,
\Mlh better tearmes she did him entcrtaine,

Which gaue him hope, and did him halfe

jHThwadc,

That he in time her ioyauncc should obtaine.

But when she saw, through that small fauours
gaine,

That further, then she willing was, he prest,

She found no meanes to barre him, but to faine

A soilainc sirktnesse, which her sore oj)prest.

And made vnfit to scrue his lawlessc mindis
behest. o

By meanes whereof she would not him permit
Oiire to ap[)ro(h to her in priuity,

I'.iit oiiely niotigst the rtsl by Ik r tf) sit,

MfHiriiiiig the rigour of lu-r malady,
And stckiiig all things nuctc- for remedy.
But she resolu'd no r«nicdv to fynde,

Nor bet tcrcluare to shew ni misery,
Till rortuncuoul(llur(aptiiieboii<[svnbynde,

Iler si( kenessc was not of the b(Kly but the

mynflc.
. .

*>

During whidi spare that she thussicke did lie.

It ( haunst a s<»rl of mm liants, whidi were
wounl

Toskim those roast es, for bondmen there tobiiv.

And by Muh traflirke after gaines to imni,
Arriued in tliis Isle though |,are and blunt,
T'iiKjuire for slaues : where Uiiig readie nret

By some of these sjimc tliceues at the in.stnnt

brunt,

Were brought vnto llieirCaj)taine.whowassct
By his faire patients side wild sorrowful! regret.

SPENSER t

Towhom they shewed, how thosemarchants were
Arriu'd in place, their bondslaues for to buy,
And therefore prayd, that those same captiues

there

Mote to them for their most commodity
Be sold, and mongst them shared equally.

This their request the Captainemuch appalled

;

Yet could he not their iust demaund deny,

And willed streight the slaues should forth be
called.

And sold for most aduantage not tobeforstalled.

II

Then forth the good old Melibcc was brought,

.'Xnd Coridon, with many other moe,
\Miom they before in diuersespoylesiiad caught:

All whicii he to the marchar)ls sale did showe.

Tillsome,whichdid the sundry i^risonersknowe.

Can to inquire for that faire shcjihcrdcsse.

Which with the rest they tooke not long agoe,

And gan her forme and feature to cxpresse.

The more t'augment her price, through praise of

comlinesse.
12

To whom the Captaine in full ai gry wize

Madeanswere.tluit tlieMa\(l()fwlKniti)e\' spake.

Was his owne jnirthase and his onely prize,

Willi which none had todoe.neouglit jiartake,

15utheliimselfe,whichdidtiiatcon(iuest make;
Litle for him to haue one silly lasse : [weake.

Besides through sicknessc now so wan and
That nothing meet in marchandise to |)asse.

So shew'd them her, to proue how pale and
weake she was.

Tliesightofwhom.tiiouglinowdecaydandmard,
And eke but hardly seene by candle-light,

Yet like a I)iamond of ridi rtgard,

In doubt full slia«low of the <larkesome night.

Witli starriebeamts about her shining bright,

These m.irihants (ixed e\es did so anui/e.

That what through N>onder, and what through

A whileonlrerthey greedily did ga/e, [deliglil

.

And did lier greatly like, aiul did her great Is

ir.ii/e.

M
At l.Lst when all the rest them olTnd were,
An<l prises to them j)la(ed at their plea•^urc,

They all refused in regard of her, [sure.

Ne ought would buv,howeu<r pri^dwith nua-
\\ it hout en h<r. whose worth alKuieallthreasu re

They did este«me. and offnd stnre of gold.

But then the (apt.line fraught with more
(11 pleasure,

Bail them be still, his loue should not be sold :

The rest take if they wouKI, he her to him
would hold.
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Therewith some other of the chiefest theeues

Boldly him bad such iniurie forbeare
;

For that same mayd, how euer it him greeues,

Should with the rest be sold before him theare,

To make the prises of the rest more deare.

That with great rage he stoutly doth denay
;

And fiercelydrawing forthhisblade,dothsweare,

That who so hardie hand on her doth lay,

It dearely shall aby, and death for handsell pay.

16

Thus as they words amongst them multiply,

They fall to strokes, the frute of toomuch talke,

And the mad Steele about doth fiercely fly,

Not sparing wight, ne leauing any balke,

But making way for death at large to walke :

Who in the horror of the griesly night,

In thousand dreadful shapes doth mongst them
stalke.

And makes hugehauocke, whiles the candlelight
Out quenched, leaues no skill nor difference of

wight.&
17

Like as a sort of hungry dogs ymet
About some carcase by the common way,
Doe fall together, stryuing each to get

The greatest portion of the greedie pray
;

All on confused heapes themselues assay.

And snatch, and byte, and rend, and tug, and
teare

;

That whothem sees,would wonder at their fray,

And who sees not, would be affrayd to heare.

Such was the conflict of those cruell Brigants

there. o
18

But first of all, their captiucs they doe kill,

Least they should ioyneagainst the weaker side,

Or rise against the remnant at their will

;

Old Melihcc is slaine, and him beside

His aged wife, with many others wide.

But Condon escaping craftily,

Crecpcs forth of dores, whilst darknes him doth
hide,

Aiifl flyes away as fast as he can hye,
Ne staycth Icaue lo lake, before his friends doe

dye.

But Pastorella, wofull wretched Elfe,

Was by the Cai)taine all this while defended,
Wlio minding more her safety then himselfc.

His target alwayes ouer her pretended
;

By mcanes whereof, that mote not be amended,
Heat the length was slaine. and layd on ground,
Yet holfling fast twixt both his armes extended
Fay re Paslorell, wlio with the selfesame wound
I^uncht througii the arme, fell down with him

in drcrie swound.

20

There lay she couered with confused preasse

Of carcases, which dying on her fell.

Tho when as he was dead, the fray gan ceasse

And each to other calling, did compell

To stay their cruell hands from slaughter fel!

Sith they that were the cause of all, were gone.

Thereto they all attonce agreed well,

And lighting candles new, gan search anont

How many of their friends were slaine, ho\

many fone.

Their Captaine there they cruelly found kilc

And in his armes the dreary dying mayd.
Like a sweet Angell twixt two clouds vphild

Her louely light was dimmed and decayd.

With cloud of death vpon her eyes displayd

Yet did the cloud make euen that dimme<
light

Seeme much more louely in that darkness

layd,

And twixt the twincklingof hereye-lids bright

To sparke cut litle beames, like starres in foggi

night.
22

But when they mou'd the carcases aside,

They found that life did yet in her remaine

Then all their helpes they busily applyde,

To call the soule backe to her home againe
;

And wrought so well with labour and Ion;

paine.

That they to life recouercd her at last.

Who sighing sore, as if her hart in twaine

Had riuen bene, and all her hart strings brasi

With drearie drouping eyne lookt vp like on

aghast,c 23
There she beheld, that sore her grieu'd to set

Her father and her friends about her lying.

Her selfe sole left, a second spoyle to bee

Of those, that hauing saued her from dying,

Renew'd her death by timely death denying
What now is left her, but to wayle and weepc
Wringing her hands, and ruefully loud crying

Ne cared she her wound in teares to steepe,

Albe witli all their might those Brigants he

did kecpc.

But when they saw her now reliu'd againe.

They left her so, in charge of one the best

Of many worst, who with vnkind disdaine

And cruell rigour her did much molest

;

Scarse yeelding her due food, or timely rest

And scarsely suffriiig her infestred wound,
That sore her payn'd, by any to be drest.

So leaue we her in wretched thraldome bound
And turne we backe to Calidore, where we hin

found.
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Who when he backe returned from the wood,

And saw hisshepheards cottage spoyled quight

,

And his loue reft away, he wexed wood,

And halfe enraged at that ruefull sight,

That euen his hart for very fell despight,

And his owne flesh he readie was to teare.

He chauft, he grieu'd, he fretted, and he sight.

And fared like a furious wyld Beare,

Whose whelpes are stolne away, she being

otherwhere. ,
26

Newight hefound,towhomhe might complaine,
Ne wight he found, of whom he might inquire

;

That more increast the anguish of his paine.

He sought the woods ;butnoman could see there:

He sought the plaines ; but could no tydings

heare.

The woods did nought but ccchoes vainc

rebound
;

The playnes all waste and emptie did appeare :

Where wont the shepheards oft their pypes
resound.

And feed an hundred flocks, there now not one

he found.
27

At last as there he ronied vp and downe,
He chaunst one conuning towards him to spy,

Tiiat seern'd to be some sorie sim[)le clowne,

Withragged wecdes,and lockesvpstaring hye.

As if he did from some late daunger fly,

And yet his fcare fiid follow him bthynd :

Who as he vntf) him approchcd nye,

I Ic mote [)ercLiue by signcs, whi< |j he did fyiid,

Th.it Coridun it was, the silly shepherds hynd.

28
Tlio to him running f:vst, he <lid not stay

Togni-t him first, bill itskt where were the rest

;

Wh(Te I'ttslorfll i who full of frrsh (lism;iy,

And gushing forth in It-ares, w;ts so opprcst,

Tli.it he no word could s|)eakf, but smil hisbrrst,

And vp to hcaucn hi-, eyes f;ist streniing ihnw.
Whereat the ktiight amaz'd, yet did not rest,

But askt agJiini*. what na-nt that rufull hew
;

Where was Ins I'astorell i where all the other

crew ?

Ah well away (s;ivd he tluri sighing sore)

That cuer I di<l line, this day to sec,

This dismal! day. ami was not dead before,

iJcforc I JMiw faire I'dslorrllii dye.

Die ? out alas ! then Coltdorc did cry :

How roiild the death dare euer her to <|iiell ?

Hut read thou shepheard. rea<l what destiny,

Or otluT (Isrefiill li.ip frn?n heaueri or hell

Hath wrought this wickciKleed, doc fcare away,
and tell.

Tho when the shepheard breathed had a whyle,

He thus began : Where shall I then commence
This wofull tale ? or how those BrigmUs vyle,

With cruell rage and dreadfull violence

SpoyId all our cots, and caried vs from hence ?

Or how faire Pastorcll should haue bene sold

To marchants, but was sau'd with strong

defence ?

Or how those theeues, whilest one sought her

to hold.

Fell all at ods, and fought through fury fierce

and bold.

In that same conflict (woe is me) befell

This fatall cliaunce, this dolefull accident,

Whose heauy tydings now I haue to tell.

First all the captiues, which thty here had hent,

Were by them slaine by generall consent

;

Old Mt'libcc and his good wife withall

These eyes saw die, and dcartly did lament :

But when the lot to Pastorcll did fall.

Their Captaine long withstood, and did her

death forstall.
32

But what could he gainst all them doe alone ?

It could not boot, needs mote she die at List

:

I onely sc;ipt through great confusione

Of cryes and clamors, which amongst them
past,

In dreadfull darknesse dreadfully aghast ;

That better were with them to haue Inne dead,

Then here to see all desolate ami w;ust,

Hespoyled of those ioyes ami iullyhead.

Which with those gentle shepherds lure I

wont to had.
33

When Calidore these ruefull ncwes had raught,

His hart (juite (leaded was witli anguish great,

And al 1 his wi t s wit hd»H)|ewtr«- nigh distraught,

That he his face, his head, his iiresl did iK-at,

.And ikath it seUe vnto hiniselle diil threat ;

Olt cursing th'heaueiis, that so cruell \\ere

To her, whose name he often did reiKat ;

,\ml wishing oft, that he were present there,

When she was slaine, or lu.d bene to her succour

M
But after gri( fe awhile had had his course.

.And s|>ent it scHi" in mourning, he at la^t

B<;ran to mitigsite his swelling sourse,

Ami in his niind with Utter reason mst,

How he might saue her life, if life did last ;

Or if that dead, how he herdeath might wnakc,
Sith otherwise he could not mend thing pist

;

Or if it t») reiienge he were ttn) \\eake.

Then for to die with her, and his liues ihrecd to

brcakc.
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35
Tho Condon he prayd, sith he well knew
The readie way vnto that theeuish wonne,

To wend with him, and be his conduct trew

Vnto the place, to see what should be donne.

But he, whose hart throughfearewas latefordonne,

Would not for ought be drawne to former drede,

But by all meanes the daungerknownedidshonne:

Yet Calidore so well him wrought with meed,

And faire bespoke with words, that he at last

agreed.
^^

So forth they goe together (God before)

Both clad in shepheards weeds agreeably,

And both with shepheardshookes: ButCalidore

Had vnderneath, him armed priuily.

Tho to the place when they approched nye,

They chaunst, vpon an hill not farre away.

Some flockes of sheepe and shepheards to espy

;

To whom they both agreed to take their way.

In hope there newes to learne, how they mote
best assay.

Theredid they find, that which they did not feare,

The selfe same flocks, the which those theeues

had reft

From Melihoe and from themselues whyleare,

And certaine of the theeues there by them left.

The which for want of heards themselues then

kept.

Right well knew Coridon his owne late sheepe,

And seeing them, for tender pittie wept

:

But when he saw the theeues, which did them
keepe,

His hart gan fayle, albe he saw them all asleepe.

38
But Calidore recomforting his griefe, [swade;

Though not his feare ; for nought may feare dis-

Him hardly forward drew, whereas the thicfe

Lay sleeping soundly in the bushes shade,

Whom Coridon him counseld to inuade
Now all vnwares, and take the spoyle away

;

But he, that in his mind had closely made
A further purpose, would not so them slay,

But gently waking them, gaue them the time
of day.

. 39
riio sitting downe by them vpon the greenc,

Of sundrie things he purpose gan to faine
;

That he by them miglit certaine tydings weene
Of Pastorell, were she aliue or slaine. [againe,

Mongst which the theeues tliem questioned

What mister men , and ekefrom whence they were.
To whom rliey answer'd, as did appertaine,

Tliat they were poore heardgroomes,the which
whylere [hyre elswhere.

Had from their maisters fled, and now sought

40
Whereof right glad they seem'd, and offer made
To hyre them well, if they their flockes would

keepe

:

For they themselues were euill groomes, they
sayd,

Vnwont with heards towatch, or pasture sheepe,
But to forray the land, or scoure the deepe.

Thereto they soone agreed, and earnest tooke,

To keepe their flockes for litle hyre and chepe :

For they for better hyre did shortly looke,

So there all day they bode, till light the sky
forsooke.

41
Tho when as towards darksome night it drew,

Vnto their heUish dens those theeues them
brought,

Whereshortly they ingreat acquaintance grew,
And all the secrets of their entrayles sought.

There did they find.contrarie to their thought.

That Paslorell yet liu'd, but all the rest

Were dead, right so as Coridon had taught

:

Whereof they both full glad and blyth did rest,

But chiefly Calidore, whom griefe had most
possest.

At length when they occasion fittest found,

In dead of night, when all the theeues did rest

After a late forray, and slept full sound.

Sir Calidore him arm'd, as he thought best,

Hauing of late by diligent inquest,

Prouided him a sword of meanest sort

:

With which he streight went to the Captaines

nest.

But Coridon durst not with him consort,

Ne durst abide behind, for dread of worse effort.

43
When to the Caue they came, they found it fast :

But Calidore with huge resistlesse might.

The dorcs assaylcd, and the locks vpbrast.

With noyse whereof the theefe awaking light,

Vnto the entrance ran : where the bold knight

Encountring him with small resistance slew
;

The whiles faire Pastorell through great affright

Was almost dead, misdoubting least of new
Somevprore were like that, whicli lately she did

vew,
44

But when as Calidore was comen in,

And gan aloud for Pastorell to call,

Knowinghisvoicealthoughnot heard long sin,

Slie sudden was reuiued therewithal!,

And wondrous ioy felt in her spirits thrall

:

Like him that being long in tempest tost,

Lookingeachhourc into deathes mouth to fall,

At length espyes at hand the happie cost,

Onwhich he safety hopes, that earst feard tobe lost.
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45
Her gentle hart, that now long season past

Had neuer ioyance felt, norchearefull thought,

Began some smacke of comfort new to tast,

Like lyfull heat to nummed senses brought,

And life to feele, that long for death had
sought

;

Ne lesse in hart reioyced Calidore,

When he her found, but hke to one distraught

And robd of reason, towards her him bore,

A thousand times embrast, and kist a thousand

more.

46
But now by this, with noyse of late vprore,

The hue and cry was rayscd all about

;

And all the Brigants flocking in great store,

Vnto the caue gan preasse, nought hauing dout

Of that was doen, and entred in a rout.

But Calidore in th'entry close did stand,

And entcrtayning them with courage stout.

Still slew the formost, that came first to hand,

So long till all the entry was with bodies mand.

47
Tho when no more could nigh to him approch.

He breath'd his sword, and rested him till day,

Which when hespyde vjjon the earth t'encroch,

Through the dead carcases he made his way,

Mongst which he found a sword of better say.

With which he forth went into th'open light

:

Where all the rest for him did rcadie stay.

And fierce assayling him, wilii all their might

Gan all vpon him lay : there gan a dreadfull

fight.

48
How many flycs in whottcst sommcrs day
Doseize vpon some beast, whose flesh is bare.

That all the place with swarmes do ouerlay.

And with their litle stings right felly fare.

So many thceues about liim swarming are,

All which do him assayle on euery side.

And sore o|)|)ressc, ne any him doth spare :

But he doth with his raging brond diuidc

Their thickest t roups, and round about him
scattreth wide.

Like as a Lion mongst an heard of dcrc,

DisiKTseth them to catch his choysest pray,

So did he fly amongst tlaiu here and tliere,

And all that nere him canu". did lu-w and slay,

Till he had strow<l with Ixxlics all the way
;

Thai none his tlauiigir <laring to abide,

Mrcjfromhiswrath.aiiddidthemsehicsconuav
Into their caues, their heads from death to

hide.

We any left, that victoric to him eniiidc.

50
Then backe returning to his dearest deare,

He her gan to recomfort, all he might,

With gladfuU speaches, and with louely cheare,

And forth her bringing to the ioyous light.

Whereof she long had lackt the wishfull sight,

Deuiz'd all goodly meanes, from her to driue

The sad remembrance of her wretched plight.

So her vneath at last he did reuiue.

That long had lyen dead, and made againe
aliue.

u- .
51

.

This doen, mto those theeuish dens he went.
And thence did all the spoyles and threasures

take,

Which theyfrom many long had robd and rent,

But fortune now the victors meed did make
;

Of which the best he did his loue betake
;

And also all those flockes, which they before

Had reft from Melibce and from his make.
He did them all to Condon restore.

So droue them all away, and his loue with hira

bore.

Cant XII.

Fayre Pastorella by great hap

her parents vnderstands,

Calidore doth the Blatant beast

subdew, and bynd in bands.

I

Like as a ship, that through the Ocean w\de
Directs her course vnto one certaine cost.

Is met of many a counter winde imd tyde,

With which her winged speed is let and crost,

And she her selfe in slorniie surges tost :

Vet making many a bordo. anil many a bay,

Still winneth way. ne hath her compasse lost

:

Right so it fares with me in this long way,

Whose course is often stayd, yet neuer is astray.

2

For all that hethcrto hath long dclayd

This gentle knight, from sewing his first quest,

Though out of course, yet hath not bene mis-

sayd,

To shew the courtesie by him nrofest,

Kuen vnto the lowist and the least.

But now I come into my course againe.

To his atchieuement of the BLitnnl bdist ;

Who all this wliilc at will did range antl raine,

Whilst none wiLs him to stop, nor none him to

rest raine.
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Sir Calidore when thus he now had raught

Faire Pastorella from those Brigants powre, !

Vnto the Castle of Belgard her brought,

Whereof was Lord the good Sir Bellamoure
;

Who whylomewas in his youthes freshest flowre

A lustie knight, as euer wielded speare.

And had endured many a dreadfull stoure

In bloudy battel 1 for a Ladie deare,

The fayrest Ladie then of all that liuing were.

4
Her name was Clarihell, whose father hight

The Lord of Many Hands, farre renound

For his great riches and his greater might.

He through the wealth, wherein he did abound,

This daughter thought in wedlocke to haue

bound
Vnto the Prince of Pkleland bordering nere,

But she whose sides before with secret wound
Of loue to Bellamoure empierced were,

By all meanes shund to match with any forrein

fere.

And Bellamour againe so well her pleased,

With dayly seruice and attendance dew,

That of her loue he was entyrely seized.

And closely did her wed, but knowne to few.

Which when her father vnderstood, he grew

In so great rage, that them in dongeon deepe

Without compassion cruelly he threw

;

Yet did so streightly them a sunder keepe.

That neithercould tocompanyof th'other creepe.

6

Nathlesse Sir Bellamour, whether through grace

Or secret guifts so with his keepers wrought,

That to his loue sometimes he came in place.

Whereof her wombe vnwist to wight was
fraught,

And in dew time a mayden child forth brought.

Which she streight way for dread least, if her

syre

Should know thereof, to slay he would haue
sought,

Deliuercd to her handmayd, that for hyre
She should it cause be fostred vnder straunge

attyre.

The trustie damzell bearing it abrode
Into the emptie fields, where liuing wight
Mote not bewray the secret of her lode.

She forth gan lay vnto the open light

The litle babe, to take thereof a sight.

Wliom why lest she did with watric eynebehold,
Vpon the litle brest like christall bright.

She mote perceiue a litle purple mold,
riiut like a rose her silken Icaucs did faire vnfold.

Well she it markt, and pittied the more.

Yet could not remedie her wretched case.

But closing it againe like as before,

Bedeaw'd with teares there left it in the place

;

Yet left not quite, but drew a litle space

Behind the bushes, where she her did hyde,

To weet what mortall hand, or heauens grace

Would for the wretched infants helpe prouyde.

For which it loudly cald, and pittifuUy cryde.

9
At length a Shepheard, which there by did

keepe

His fleecie flocke vpon the playnes around.

Led with the infants cry, that loud did weepe.

Came to the place, N\here when he wrapped
found

Th'abandond spoyle, he softly it %Tibound
;

And seeing there, that did him pittie sore.

He tooke it vp, and in his mantle wound
;

So home vnto his honest wife it bore,

Who as her owne it nurst, and named euermore.

lO

Thus long continu'd Clarihell a thrall,

And Bellamour in bands, till that her syre

Departed life, and left vnto them all.

Then all the stormes of fortunes former yre

Were turnd, and they to freedome did retyre,

Thenceforth they ioy 'd in happinesse together,

And lined long in peace and loue entyre,

Without disquiet or dislike of ether, [thether.

Till time that Calidore brought Pastorella

1

1

Both whom tliey goodly well did entertaine :

For Bellamour knew Calidore right well.

And loued for his prowesse, sith they twaine

Long since had fought in field. Als Clarihell

No lesse did tender the faire Pastorell,

Seeing her weake and wan, through durance

long.

Tliere they a while together thus did dwell

In much delight, and many ioyes among,
Vntill the damzell gan to wex more sound and

strong.
12

Tho gan Sir Calidore him to aduize

Of his first quest, which he had long forlore,

Asham'd to thinke, how he that enterprize,

The which the Faery Queene had long afore

Bequcath'd to hmi, forslacked had so sore
;

That much he feared, least reprochfull blame
With foule dishonour him mote blot therefore

;

Besides the losse of so much loos and fame,

As through the world lliercby should glorifie his

name.
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^3

Therefore resoluing to returne in hast

\ :ito so great atchieuement, he bethought

Tu leaue his loue, now perill being past,

With Claribell, whylest he that monster sought

Throughout the world, and to destruction

brought.

So taking leaue of his faire PasloreU,

WTiom to recomfort.all the meanes he wrought,
With thanks to Bellamour and Claribell,

He went forth on his quest, and did, that him
befell.

14

But first, ere I doe his aduentures tell,

In this exploite, me needeth to declare,

What did betide to the faire Pastorell,

During his absence left in heauy care,

Through daily mourning, and nightly misfare :

Yet did that auncient matrone all she might,

To cherish her with all things choice and rare :

And her owne handmayd, that Melissa hight,

Appointed to attend her dewly day and night.

Wlio in a morning, when this Mayden faire

Was dighting her, hauing her snowy brest

As yet not laced, nor her golden haire

Into their comely tresses dewly drest,

Chaunst to espy vpon her yuory chest

The rosie marke, which she remcmljred well

That litle Infant had, whicii forth she kest,

The daughter of her Lady Claribell,

The which she bore, the whiles in [)rison she did

dwell.

16

VMiich well auizing, strcight she gan to cast

In herconcciptfull mynd, that this faire Mayd
Was that same infant, which so long silh past

She in the open fields had loosely layd

To fortunes sjKjile, vnaljle it to ayd.

So full of iov, streiglit forth she ran in hast

Vnto her nustrcsse, l)cing iialfc disnuiyd,

To tell her, how the heauens had her grastc.

To sauc her chylde, which in mibforluncs mouth
was plastc.

.17

The sober mother seeing such her mood,
Yet knowing not, what meant that scKJainc

thro,

Askl her, how mote her words he vndtrstoiKJ,

And what the matter was, tliat inou'd ia-r so.

Mv licfe (savd she) ye ktiow, that long ygo,

VVhilest yc in dnranrc dwril, ye to me gauc

A little mayde, the whi( h yc (li\ Idid iho
;

The same :igaiiic if n<jw yc list to haue,

Tlic same is yonder Lady, whom high God did

18

Much was the Lady troubled at that speach,

And gan to question streight how she it knew.
Mostcertainemarkes,(saydshe)dome it teach,

For on her brest I with these eyes did vew
The htle puqjle rose, which thereon grew,

Whereof her name ye then to her did giue.

Besides her countenaunce, and her likely hew,
Matched with equall yeares, do surely prieue

That yond same is your daughter sure, which
yet doth Hue.^

19
The matrone stayd no lenger to enquire,

But forth in hast ran to the straunger Mayd
;

Whom catchir.g greedily for great desire,

Rent vp her brest, and bosome open layd,

In which that rose she plainely saw displayd.

Then her embracing twixt her amies twaine.

She long so held, and softly weeping sayd
;

/Vnd liuest thou my daughter now againe .''

And art thou \et aliue, whom dead I long did

fainc ?
20

The further asking her of sundr\- things,

And times comparing with their accidents,

She found at last by very certaine signes,

And speaking markes of passed monuments,
Tliat this young Mayd, whom chance to her

presents

Is her owne daughter, her owne infant deare.

Tho wondringlong at those so straunge euents,

A thousand times she her cmbraceci ncre,

With many a ioyfull kisse, and many a melting

teare.
21

WTio cuer is the mother of one chylde,

Which hauing thought long dead, siie fyndes

aliue,

Let her by proofe of that, which she hath fyUlc

In her owne breast, this mothers ioy dt-scriue

:

For other none such passion ran contriuc

In ju^rfect fonne, as this gcMxl luidy felt,

When she so faire a daughter s;iw suruiue,

As Paslorella was, that nigh slie swelt

For jiassing ioy, which did all into pitty melt.

Thence running forth vnto her loucd Lord,

She vnto him riconnted. all that fell

:

Who ioyning ioy with lur in one accord,

Acknowledg'd for his owne faire Pastorell.

There l«-aue we them in iov, and ht vs tell

Of Calidore, who seeking all this while

That monstrous H»ast bv linall lone tociucU,

Through cuery phue, with restlesse paine and
toilc

Him follow'*!, by the tract of his outragious

sjH)ile.
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23
Through all estates he found that he had past,

In which he many massacres had left,

And to the Clergy now was come at last
;

In which such spoile, such hauocke,andsuch theft

He wrought,that thence allgoodnesse he bereft.

That endlesse were to tell. The Elfin Knight,
Who now no place besides vnsought had left,

At length into a Monastere did light.

Where he him found despoyling all with maine
and might.* 24

Into their cloysters now he broken had.

Through which the ^lonckes he chaced here

and there.

And them pursu'd into their dortours sad.

And searched all their eels and secrets neare
;

In which what filth and ordure did appeare,

Were yrkesome to report
;
yet that foule Beast

Nought sparing them, the more did tosse and
teare.

And ransacke all their dennesfrom most to least

,

Regarding nought religion, nor their holy heast.

25
From thence into the sacred Church he broke,

And robd the Chancell, and the deskes downe
threw,

And Altars fouled, and blasphemy spoke,

And th' Images for all their goodly hew,
Did cast toground, whilest none wasthem torew;

So all confounded and disordered there.

But seeing Calidore, away he flew,

Knowing his fatall hand by former feare
;

But he him fast pursuing, soone approched
neare. ^

26

Him in a narrow place he ouertooke.

And fierce assailing forst him turne againe

:

Sternely he turnd againe, when he him strooke

With his sharpe Steele, and ran at him amaine
With open mouth, that seemed to containe

A full good pecke within the vtmost brim.
All set with yron teeth in raunges twaine.

That terrifide his foes, and armed him.
Appearing like the mouth of Orciis gricsly grim.

27
And therein were a thousand tongs empight,
Of sundry kindes, and sundry quality,

Some were of dogs, that barked day and night,
And some of cats, that wrawling still did cry,

And some of Bcares, that groynd continually.

And some of Tygrcs, that did sccnie to gren,
And snar at all, that eucr passed by :

But most of them were tongues of mortall men.
Which spake reprochfully, not caring where

nor when.

28

And them amongst were mingled here and there,

The tongues of Serpents with three forked

stings.

That spat out poyson and gore bloudy gere

At all, that came within his rauenings,

And spake licentious words, and hatefuU things

Of good and bad alike, of low and hie
;

Ne Kesars spared he a whit, nor Kings,

But either blotted them with infamie,

Or bit them with his banefull teeth of iniury.

But Calidore thereof no whit afrayd,

Rcncountred him with so impetuous might,

That th 'outrage of his violence he stayd,

And bet abacke, threatning in vaine to bite,

And spitting forth the poyson of his spight,

That fomed all about his bloody iawes.

Tho rearing vp his former feete on hight.

He rampt vpon him with his rauenous pawes,

As if he would haue rent him with his cruel 1

clawes.

But he right well aware, his rage to ward.

Did cast his shield atweene, and therewithal!

Putting his puissaunce forth, pursu'd so hard,

That backeward he enforced him to fall.

And being downe, ere he new helpe could call,

His shield he on him threw, and fast downe
held.

Like as a bullocke, that in bloudy stall

Of butchers balefuU hand to ground is feld,

Isforcibly kept downe,till he be throughly queld.

3^
Full cruelly the Beast did rage and rore,

To be downe held,and maystredso with might,

That he gan fret and fome out bloudy gore,

Striuing in vaine to rere him selfe vpright.

For still the more he stroue, the more the

Knight
Did him suppresse, and forcibly subdew

;

That made him almost mad for fell despight.

He grind, hee bit, he scratcht, he venim threw.

And fared like a fecnd, right horrible in hew.

32
Or like the hell-borne Hydra, which they faine

That great Alcides whilome ouerlhrew.

After that he had labourd long in vaine,

Tocrophis thousand heads, the which still new
Forth budded, and in greater number grew.

Such was the fury of this hellish Beast,

Whilest Calidore him vndcr him downe threw
;

Who nathcmore his heauy load releast,

But aye the more he rag'd, the more his powre
increast.



Cant. XII. FAERIE QVEENE, 393

33
Tho when the Beast saw, he mote nought auaile,

By force, he gan his hundred tongues apply,

And sharpely at him to reuile and raile,

With bitter termes of shamefull infamy
;

Oft interlacing many a forged lie,

Whose like he neuer oncedid speake,nor heare,

Nor euer thought thing so vnworthily :

Yet did he nought for all that him forbeare,

But strained him so streightly, that he chDkt

him neare.
3-+

At last when as he found his force to shrincke.

And rage to quailc, he tooke a muzzell strong

Of surest yron, made with many a lincke
;

Therewith he mured vp his mouth along.

And therein shut vp his blasphemous tong,

For neuer more defaming gentle Knight,

Or vnto louely Lady doing wrong

:

And thereunto a great long chaine he tight.

With which he drew him forth, euen in his own
despight.

35
Like as whylome that strong Tirynthian swainc,

Brought forth with him the dreadfulldogof hell,

Against his will fast bound in yron chaine,

And roring horribly, did him compell

To see the hatefull sunne, that he might tell

To griesly Pluto, what on earth was donnc,

And to the other damned ghosts, which dwell

For aye in darkenesse, which day light doth

shonnc.

So led this Knight his captyue with like con-

cjuest wonne.
36

Vet greatly did the Ik-ast repine at those

Straunge bands, whose like till then he neuer

Nc cuer any durst till then impose, [bore.

And chauffed inly, seeing now no more
Ilitn liberty was left aloud to rorc : [stand

Yet durst he not draw backc ; nor once wilh-

The proucd jwwre of noble Calidorc,

But trembled vndcrneath his mighty hand,
And like a fearefuU dog him followed through

the land.

41

Him through all Faery land he follow'd so,

As if he learned had obedience long,

That all the people where so he did go,

Out of their townes did round about him
throng.

To see him leade that Beast in bondage strong,

And seeing it, much wondred at the sight

;

And all such persons, as he earst did wrong,

Reioyced much to see his capliue plight,

And much admyr'd the Beast, but more admyr'd
the Knight.

g

Thus was this Monster by the maystring might

Of doughty Calidore, supprest and tamed,

That neuer more he mote endammadge wight

With hisviletongue, which many had defamed.

And many causelesse caused to be blamed

;

So did he ceke long after this remaine,

Vntill that, whether wicked fate so framed,

Or fault of men, he broke his yron chaine,

And got into the world at liberty againe.

39.
Thenceforth more mischiefe and more scath he

wrought
To moriall men, then he had done before ;

Ne euer could by any more be brought

Into like bands, ne maystred any more

:

.'\lbe that long time after Calidore,

The good Sir Pillcas him tookc in band,

\u(\ after him Sir Lamoracke of yore.

And all his brethren l)orne in Britaine land :

Yet none of them could cuer bring him into

band.
40

So now he raungeth through the world againe,

And rageth sore in each degree and state
;

Nc any is, that may him now restrainc,

lie growen is so great and strong of late,

liarking and biting all that liim doe bate,

,'\lbe they worthy blame, or clearc of crime:

Ne spareth he most learned wits to rate,

Nc spareth he the gentle Poets rime,

But rends without ngard of person or of time.

Ne may tliis homely verse, of many meanest,
Hope to escaiK" his venemous di-spite,

More then my former writs, all were they clearest

I'Vom bl.iintfull blot, and free from all that wite.

With wlii<h soMK* wicki-d tf)ngm-s did it l)a(ktbile,

And bring into a mighty IVns displeasure,

That neuer so (ieserucd loendite.

Thcrfore do you ntv rimes keej) belter nu-asure.

And scckc to please, that now is counted wistmens tlireasuro.

FINIS.

03
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Canto VI.

Proud Change (no/ pleasd, in mortall things,

beneath the Moone, to raigne)

Pretends, as well of Gods, as Men,

to be the Sonera ine.

I

What man that sees the euer-whirhng wheelc

Of Change, the which all mortall things doth

sway,

But that therby doth find, and plainly

feele,

How MVTABILITY in them doth play

Her cruel! sports, to many mens decay ?

VVliich that to all may better yet api)eare,

I will rehearse that whylome I heard say,

IIow she at first her selfe began to reare.

Gainst all the Gotls, and tii'empire sought from

them to beare.

But first, here falleth fittest to vnfold

Her antique race and linage ancient.

As I haue found it registred of old,

In Faery Land mongst records permanent

:

She was, to weet, a daughter by descent

Of those old Titans, that did whylome
striue

With Saturnes sonne for heauens regiment.

Whom, though high lone of kingdome did

depriue,

Vet many of their stemmelong afterdid suruiue.

3
And many of them, afterwards obtain'd

Great power of lone, and high authority ;

As Hecate, in whose almighty hand,

He plac't all rule and principality.

To be by her disposed diuersly.

To Gods, and men, as she them list diuide

:

And drad Bcilona, that doth sound on hie

Warres and allarums vnto Nations wide,

That makes both heauen and earth to tremble

at her pride,
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So likewise did this Titanesse aspire,

Rule and dominion to her selfe to gaine
;

That as a Goddesse, men might her admire,
And heauenly honours yield, as to them twaine.

At first, on earth she sought it to obtaine

;

i

VVTiere she such proofeand sad examplesshewed
i Of her great power, to many ones great paine,

;
That not men onely (whom she soonesubdewed)
But eke all other creatures, her bad dooings

rewed.
5

'For, she the face of earthly things so changed,
That all which Nature had establisht first

1
In good estate, and in meet order ranged,

She did pervert, and all their statutes burst

:

I And all the worlds faire frame (which none yet

durst

I
Of Gods or men to alter or misguide)

' She alter'd quite, and made them all accurst

That God had blest ; and did at first prouide
I In that still happy state for euer to abide

6

Ne shee the lawes of Nature onely brake,

But eke of lustice, and of Policie
;

And wrong of right, and bad of good did make.
And death for life exchanged foolishlie

:

Since whicli, all lining wights haue learn'd to

die.

And all this world is woxen daih' worse.

pittious worke of MVTABILITIE !

By which, we all are subiect to that curse,

And death in stead of life haue sucked from our
Nurse.

7

And now, when all the earth she thus had
brought

To her behest, and thralkd to her might,

She gan to cast in her ambitious thought,

T'attcinpt tlie em|)irc of tiic hcaueiis hight.

And luue hiniselfe to shoulder from his right.

And first, she |)ast the ngion of the avre,

Andof lhefire,whosesui>stance thin atul slight,

Miidc no resistance, nc could her contraire,

Bui ready passage to her pleasure did prepairc.

8

Tlitiicc, to the CirrK- of the MfK)iu' she chunlH-.

Where Cynthid raignes in nicriastiiig glorv,

'i'o wh(^>e bright shining pahuc straight she

ranie,

All fairely dcckt with heauens goodly story ;

W'hr>scsilucrg:ilcs (by which t here s;ite an horv
Old aged Sire, with howcr-ghisse in hand,

Hight Tyttir) sin- (.-iitrcd, were hf liile or sory :

Ne staidf till she the highisl stage had saind,

\fVlicreCy«//»/<i«lid sit, that iieuer still iliil stand.

Her sitting on an luory throne shee found,

Drawne of two steeds, th'one black, the other

white,

Environd with tenne thousand starres around,
That duly her attended day and night

;

And by her side, there ran her Page, that hight
Vesper, whom we the Euening-starre intend :

ThatwithhisTorche,still twinkling like twvlight.

Herlightened alltheway where she shouldwend,
And ioy to weary wandring trauailers did lend :

lO

That when the hardy Titanesse beheld
The goodly building of her Palace bright,

Made of the heauens substance, and vp-held
With thousand Crystall pillors of huge hight,

Shee gan to bume in her ambitious spright,

And t'envie her that in such glorie raigned.

Eftsoones she cast by force and tortious might,
Her to displace ; and toher selfe to haue gained

The kingdome of the Night, and waters by her
wained.

Boldly she bid the Goddesse downe descend,
And let her selfe into that Ivory throne

;

For, shee her selfe more worthy thereof wend,
And better able it to guide alone :

Whether to men, whose fall she did bemone,
Or vnto Gods, whose state she did maligna,

Or to th'infernall Powers, her neeJgiue lone

Of her faire light, and bounty most benigne,

Her selfe of all that rule shee deemed most
condigne. ^

But shee that had to her that soueraigne seat

By highest loue ivssign'd, therein to beare

Nights burning lamp, regarded not her threat,

Ne yielded ought for fauour or for feare ;

But with Sterne coiuitenaunce and disdainful!

cheare.

Bending her homed browes, did put her back :

And boldly blaming her for coniming there,

Bade her attonre from luauens coast to |xick.

Or at her pcrill bide the wrathfull Thunders
wrack.

Yet nathemore the Giautessc forlare

:

I'>ut boldly preacing-on. raught forth her hand
Toplu( k her downe perforce fronioli her ehaire;

And there-with lifting vp her golden wand,
Threatned to strike her if she clid with-sland.

Whcre-at the starres, which round ab<nit her
blazed, (stand,

And eke tlic Mooncs bright wagon, still did

All In-eing with so |m)1(1 attempt an\a7cd.

.'\n<l on her vncouth habit and sterne looke still

ga/ed.
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14

Meane-while, the lower World, which nothing

knew
Of all that chaunced here, was darkned quite;

And eke the heauens, and all the heauenly crew

Of happy wights, now vnpurvaide of light,

Were much afraid, and wondred at that sight;

Fearing least Chaos broken had his chaine,

And brought againe on them eternall night

:

But chiefely Mercury, that next doth raigne,

Ran forth in haste, vnto the king of Gods to

plaine.
Id

All ran together with a great out-cry,

To loues faire Palace, fixt in heauens hight

;

And beating at his gates full earnestly,

Gan call to him aloud with all their might,

To know what meant that suddaine lack of

light.

The father of the Gods when this he heard.

Was troubled much at their so strange affright.

Doubting least Typhon were againe vprear'd.

Or other his old foes, that once him sorely fear'd.

16

Eftsoones the sonne of Maia forth he sent

Downe to the Circle of the Moone, to knowe
The cause of this so strange astonishment,

And why shee did her wonted course forslowe
;

And if that any were on earth belowe
That did with charmes or Magick her molest.

Him to attache, and downe to hell to throwe :

But, if from heauen it were, then to arrest

The Author, and him bring before his presence

prest.

17

The wingd-foot God, so fast his plumes did beat,

That soone he came where-as the Titanesse

Was striuing with faire Cynthia for her scat

:

At whose strangesight,and haughty hardinesse.

He wondred much, and feared her no lesse.

Yet laying feare aside to doe his charge.

At last, he bade her (with bold stedfastnesse)

Ceasse to molest the Moone to walke at large.

Or come before high loiie, her dooings to dis-

charge.

18

And there-with-all, he on her shoulder laid

His snaky-wreathed Mace, whose awfull power
Doth make both Gods and hellish fiends affraid

:

Where-at the Titanesse did stcrnclv lower.

And stoutly answcr'd, that in euill howcr
He from his loiie%\\c\\ message to her brought,
To bid her leaue faire Cynthias silucr bower

;

Sith shee his loue and him esteemed nought,
No more then Cynthia s selfe ; but all their

kingdoms sought.

19

Tile Heauens Herald staid not to reply,

But past away, his doings to relate

Vnto his Lord ; who now in th' highest sky,

Was placed in his principall Estate,

With all the Gods about him congregate :

To whom when Hermes had his message told,

It did them all exceedingly amate,

Saue loue ; who, changing nought hiscount'-

nance bold.

Did vnto them at length these speeches wise

vnfold ;' 20

Harken to mee awhile yee heauenly Powers
;

Ye may remember since th'Earths cursed seed

Sought to assaile the heauens eternall towers,

And to vs all exceeding feare did breed :

But how we then defeated all their deed,

Yee all doe knowe, and them destroied quite
;

Yet not so quite, but that there did succeed

An off-spring of their bloud, which did alite

V'pon the fruitful! earth, which doth vs yet

despite.

Of that bad seed is this bold woman bred,

That now with bold presumption doth aspire

To thrust faire Phabe from her siluer bed,

And eke our selues from heauens high Empire,

If that her might were match to her desire :

Wherefore, it now behoues vs to aduise

What way is best to driue her to retire
;

Whether by open force, or counsell wise,

Areed ye sonnes of God, as best ye can deuise.

22

So liauing said, he ceast ; and with his brow
(His black eye-brow, whose doomefull dreaded

beck
Is wont to wield the world vnto his vow,
And euenthehighestPowcrsofheauen tocheck)
Made signe to them in their degrees to speake :

Who straight gan cast their counsell graue and
wise.

Meane-while, th'Earths daughter, thogh she

nought did reck

Of Hermes message
;
yet gan now aduise,

Wliat course were best to take in this hot bold

emprize.
23

Eftsoonesshethusresolv'd;thatwhirsttheGods

(After returne of Hermes Embassic)

Were troubled ,and amongst themsel ues at ods,

Before they could new counsels re-allie.

To set vpon them in that extasie
;

[lend

:

And take what fortune time and place would
So, forth she rose, and through the purest sky

To loucs high Palace straight cast to ascend,

Toprosecute her plot: Goodon-setboadsgoodend.
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24
_

Shee there arriuing, boldly in did pass ;

Where all the Gods she found in counsell close,

All quite vnarm'd; as then their manner was.

At sight of her they suddaine all arose,

In great amaze, ne wist what way to chose.

But lone, all fearelesse, forc't them to aby
;

And in his soueraine throne
,
gan straight dispose

Himsehe more full of grace and Maiestie,

Tliat mote encheare his friends, and foes mote
terrihe.

25
That, when the haughty Tttanesse beheld.

All were she fraught with pride and impudence.
Yet with the sight thereof was almost queld

;

And inly quaking, sccm'd as reft of sense,

And voyd of speech in that drad audience
;

Vntill that loiie himselfe, her selfe bcspake

:

Speake thou fraile woman, speake with con-

fidence,

Wlience art thou, and what doost thou here

now make ?

What idle errand hast thou, earths mansion to

forsake ? ^

Shee, halfe confused with his great commaund.
Yet gathering spirit of her natures pride,

Him boldly answer'd tlius to his dcmaund :

I am a daughter, by the mothers side.

Of her that is Grand-mother magnifidc

Of all tlie Gods, great Earlh, great Chaos child:

But by the fathers (be it not envide)

I greater am in bloud (whereon I build)

Then all the Gods, though wrongfully from

heauen exil'd.
27

For, Titan (as ye all acknowledge must)

Was Salnrnes elder brother by birth-right

;

Both, sonnes of Vranus \ but by vniust

Andguilefullmeanes,throngii6'<?r>'^(4r//f5slight,

The younger thrust the elder from his riglu :

Since which, thou hue. iiiiuriou>ly lutst held

'I'hcIIeautTis rulifroin 7'//^/«5 sonnes by migiit ;

And ihcrn to hcllisli dungeons downc hast fcld:

Witncsse ve Heuuens the truth of all th;it I huue

tcld. '

^^

WhirstshethiLsspake, the Goflstlvatgaucgood earc

To her Ik)1(1 words, and marked well her grace,

Hceiug (»( stature t.ill as auv there

Of all the G(kIs, and beautifull of face,

As any of the (ifMldesscs in phice.

Stood all astoniftl, like u sort of Steeres ;

Morigst whom, some beast of strange and

forraiiic'race,

Vnwarcsis(luiimr't,farstravint;fronihis|xrrcs:

So did their gluLstly gaze Ixwray tlieir hidden

fcares.

29
Till hauing pauz'd awhile, lone thus bespake

;

Will neuer mortall thoughts ceasse to aspire,

In this bold sort, to Heauen claime to make
And touch celestiall seates with earthly mire ?

I would haue thought , that bold Procrustes hire,

Or Typhons fall, or proud Ixions paine,

Or great Prometheus, tasting of our ire.

Would haue suf!iz'd, the rest for to restraine ;

And warn'dall men by their example to refraine

:

But now, this of?-scum of that cursed fry,

Dare to renew the like bold enterprize,

And chalenge th' heritage of tliis our skie
;

Whom what should hinder, but that we Hkewise

Should handle as the rest of her allies,

And thunder-driue to hell? With that, he

shooke

His Nectar- deawed locks, with which the skyes

And all the world beneath for terror quooke.

And eft his burning levin-brond in hand he

tooke.

But, when he looked on her louely face.

In which, faire bcames of beauty did appcare,

Thatcouldthegreatestwrathsooneturnetograce

(Such sway doth beauty euen in Heauen beare)

He staide his hand : and hauing chang'd his

cheare,

He thus againe in milder wise begjan ;

But ah ! if Gods should striue with tlesh yfere,

Then shortly should the progeny of Man
Be rooted out, if hue should doe still what he

32

But thee faire Titans child, I rather weenc.

Through some vaineerrour or inducement light,

To see that mortall eyes haue neuer scene ;

Or through ensample of thy sisters mi«:ht,

lielUnui ; whose great glory thou doost spight,

Since thou luist scene her drcadfull jKnvcr

belowe,

Mongst wretdicd men (tlismaide with her

all right)

TobandicGro\N'ncs,andKingdomestobcstowe:

And sure thy worth, nolessc then hers doth seem

to showe.
33

But wote thou this, lluni hardv Tilatiesse,

That not the worth of anv liuing wiglit

Mav ciiallengc ouglit in lleauens intcrcssc

;

Much Icsse the Title of old Ttlans Right :

lor. we by (."oiHiuest of our soueraine might,

And by cternall iIikmuc of Fates dccrw,

Hauewonnetliel'lmpireof the Iloauens bright

;

Wliichloour sehies weh»>ld, an«l towlioni weC

Shallworthy dcemc purtakcrsof our blissc lo bcc.
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34.
Then ceasse thy idle claime thou fooUsh gerle,

And seeke by grace and goodnesse to obtaine

That place from which by folly Titan fell

;

There-to thou mai?:t psrhaps, if so thou faine

Haue loue thy gratious Lord and Soueraigne.

So, hauing said, she thus to him replide
;

Ceasse 5a/ur«(?5Sonne,toseeke by proffers vaine

Of idle hopes t'allure mee to thy side.

For to betray my Right, before I haue it tride.

35
But thee, lone, no equall Judge I deeme
Of my desert, or of my dewfull Right

;

That in thine owne behalfe maist part iallseeme:

But to the highest him, that is behight

Father of Gods and men by equall might

;

To weet, the God of Nature, I appeale.

There-at lone wexed wroth, and in his spright

Did inly grudge, yet did it well conceale
;

And bade Dan Phoebus Scribe her Appellation

scale. ^

Eftsoones the time and place appointed were,

Where all, both heauenly Powers, and earthly

wights.

Before great Natures presence should appeare,

For triall of'their Titles and best Rights :

That was, to weet, vpon the highest hights

Of Arlo-hill (Who knowes not Arlo-hill ?)

That is the highest head (in all mens sights)

Of my old father Mole, whom Shephcards quill

Renowmed hath with hvmnes fit for a rurall

skill.

37
And, were it not ill fitting for this file,

To sing of hi lies and woods, mongst warres
and Knights,

I would abate the sternenesse of my stile,

Mongst these sterne stounds to mingle soft

delights
;

And tell how Arlo through Dianaes S[)ights

(Beeing of old the best and fairest Hill

That was in all this holy-Islands hights)

Was made the most vnpleasant, and most ill.

Meane while, O Clio, lend Calliope thy quill.

38
VMiylome, when IRELAND florished in fame
Of wealths and goodnesse, far aboue the rest

Of all that bcare the British Islands name,
The Gods then vs'd (for pleasure and for rest)

Oft to resort thcrc-to, when secm'd them best

:

But none of all therc-in more pleasure found.
Then Cynthia ; that is soueraineQueene profest

Of woofls and forrests, which therein abound,
Sprinkkd with wholsom waters, more then

most on ground

39
But mongst them all, as fittest for her game,
Either for chace of beasts with hound or boawe,

Or for to shroude in shade from Phoebus flame,

Or bathe in fountaines that doe freshl)* flowe,

Or from high hilles, or from the dales belowe,

She chose this Arlo ; where shee did resort

With all her N\'m])hes enranged on a rowe,

With whom the woody Gods did oft consort

:

For, with the Nymphes,theSatyres loue to play

and sport.

Amongst the which, there was a Nymph that

hight

Molanna ; daughter of old father Mole,

And sister vnto Mulla, faire and bright

:

Vnto whose bed false Bregog whylome stole.

That Shepheard Colin dearely did condole,

Andmadeherlucklesseloueswellknownetobe.
But this Molanna, were she not so shole.

Were no lesse faire and beautifull then shee

:

Yet as she is, a fairer flood may no man see.

41

For, first, she springs out of two marble Rocks,

Onwhich ,agroue of Oakes highmounted growes,
That as a girlond seemes to deck the locks

Of som faire Bride, brought forth with pompous
showes

Out of her bowre, that many flowers strowes :

So, through the flowry Dales she tumbling

downe,
Through many woods,andshady coverts fiowes

(That on each side her siluer channell crowne)

Till to the Plaine she come, whose Valleyes shee

doth drowne.
42

In her sweet streames, Diana vsed oft

(After her sweatie chace and toilesome play)

To bath* her selfe ; and after, on the soft

And downy grasse, her dainty limbes to lay

In couert shade, where none behold her may :

For, much she hated sight of liuing eye.

Foolish God Faunus, though full many a day
He saw her clad, yet longed foolishly

To seehernaked mongst herNymphesin priuity.

43
No way he fomid to compasse his desire,

But to corrupt Molanna, this her maid,

Her to discouer for some secret hire

:

So, her with flattering words he first assaid

;

And after, pleasing gifts for her purvaid,

Queene-applcs, and red Cherries from the tree,

With which he her allured and bctraid,

To tell what time he might her Lady see

Wlien she her selfe did bathe, that he might

secret bee.
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There-to hee promist,if shee would him pleasure

With this smallboone, to quit her with a better

;

To weet,that where-as shee had out of measure

Longlov'd the Fanchin,whobynoughtdid set her,

That he would vndertake, for this to get her

To be his Loue, and of him liked well

:

Besides all which, he vow'd to be her debter

For many moe good turnes then he would tell

;

The least of which, this little pleasure should

excell.

The simple maid did yield to him anone
;

And eft him placed where he close might view

That neuer any saw, saue onely one
;

WTio, for his hire to so foole-hardy dew,
Was of his hounds devour'd in Hunters hew.
Tho, as her manner was on sunny day,

Diana, with her Nymphes about her, drew
To this sweet spring; where, doffing her array,

She bath'd her louely hmbes, for loue a likely

^''^y-
46

There Fauniis saw that pleased much his eye,

And made his hart to tickle in his brest,

That for great ioy of some-what lie did spy,

He could him not containe in silent rest

;

But breaking forth in laughter, loud profest

His foolish thought. A foolish Fauue indeed.

That couldst not hold thy selfe so hidden blest,

But wouldest needs thine owne conceit areed.

Babblers vnworthy been of so diuine a meed.

47
The Goddesse, all abashed with that noise,

In haste forth started from tlie guilty brooke;

And running straight wherc-as she heard his

voice,

Enrlos'd the bush about, aiul there him tfK)ke,

Like darred L;irke ; not daring vp to l(M)ke

On licr whose sight Ix-fore so much he souglit.

Thence, forth they drew him by the homes,
and shooke

Nigh all to peeces, that they left liim nought
;

And then into the open light they forth him
brought. „

Liku as an huswife, that with busie care

Thinks of her Dairie to make wondrous gaine,

I'inding where-as some wicked beast vnwari-

That breakes into her Dayr'house, tliere dotli

draine

I lercreamingpanncs.andfnistratcallherjKiine;

Il.ilh in some snare or gin '^et closr behitxl,

l'!iitrap|M-<l hitn, an«l caught into her traine,

Then thinkcs what punishment were best

assigii'd, (nund :

And thousand tlcJitljcs deuiscth in lur vengefull

49
So did Diana and her maydens all

Vse siWyFaunus, now within their baile: [call;

They mocke and scome him, and him foule mis-

Some by the nose him pluckt, some by thetaile,

And by his goatish beard some did him haile :

Vethe(pooresoule)withpatiencealldidbeare;

For, nought against their wils might counter-

vaile

:

Ne ought he said what euer he did heare ;

But hanging downe his head, did like a Mome
appeare.

At length, when they had flouted him their fill,

They gan to cast what penaunce him to giue.

Some would haue gelt him, but that same
would spill

TheWood-gods breed , which must for euer Hue

:

Others would through the riuer him hauedriue,

And ducked deepe : but that seem'd penaunce

light

;

But most agreed and did this sentence giue,

Him in Dearcs skin to cUid ; and in that plight,

To hunt him with their hounds, him selfe saue

howheemigtit.

But Cynthia's selfe, more angry then the rest,

Thouglit not enough, to punish him in sport,

And of her shame to make a gamesome iest

;

But g-an examine him in straight^r sort.

Which of her Nymphes, or other close consort,

Him thither brought, and her to iiim betraid ?

He, much affeard, to her confessed short,

Tiiat 'twas Molanna which her so bewraid.

Then all attonce their hands vponiV(?/tJ««a laid.

52
But him (according as they had decreed)

With a Decres-skin they coiured.and then chast

Witli all their hounds tluit after him did speed;

But he more speedy, from them tied more fast

Then any Deere : so sore him dread agiiast.

They after follow'd all N\illi shrill out-cry,

Shouting as they the heauens would hauebrast

:

That all the woods ami dales where he did the,

Did ring againe, and loud recccho to the skie.

So they him follow'd till they weary were ;

When, back returning to Mohwu* ag;iine,

Thev, by conunauntrment of Ih'iina, tliere

Ilerwhi Im'dwiih stoiu s. Vet /•'<i:<MJ<.v(forher

Of l»er beloued lunuhiu tlid obtaine, (paine)

'I'hat her lie would reeeiue vnto his IkiI.

.S)now herwau(s
I
Kisv through a pleasant I'hiinc,

'{'ill with the i\ituhin she her selfe doe wed,

.\nd (both c(imbinM) liiemselues in one fairc

riuer spred.
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54
Nath'lesse, Diana, full of indignation,

Thence-forth abandond her delicious brooke
;

In whose sweet streame, before that badoccasion,
So much delight to bathe her limbes she tooke :

Ne onely her, but also quite forsooke

All those faire forrests about Arlo hid,

And all that Mountaine, which doth over-looke

The richest champian that may else be rid,

And the faire Share, in which are thousand
Salmons bred.

55
Them all, and all that she so deare did way,
Thence-forthshe left; and partingfrom the place,

There-on an heauy haplesse curse did lay.

To weet, that VVolues, where she was wont to

space,

Should harbour'dbe,andaHthoseWoodsdeface,
And Thieues should rob and spoile that Coast

around, [Chase,

Since which, those Woods, and all that goodly
Doth to this day with Wolues and Thieues
abound :

Which too-too true that lands in-dwellers since

haue found.

Canto VII.

Pealing, from loue, to Natur's Bar,

bold Alteration pleades

Large Euidence : but Nature soone

her righteous Doome areads.

I

Ah ! whither doost thou now thou greater Muse
Me from these woods and pleasing forrests bring?
And my fraile spirit (that dooth oft refuse

This too high flight, vnfit for her weake wing)
Lift vp aloft, to tell of hcauens King
(Thy soueraine Sire) his fortunate successe,
And victory, in bigger noates to sing.

Which he obtain'd against that Tiianesse,
That him of heauens Empire sought to dis-

possesse.

Yet sith I needs must follow diy bilicst,

Doe thou my weaker wit with skill inspire.

Fit for this turne ; and in my feeble brest
KiiKllc fresh s[)arks of that immortall lire,

Which learned minds inflameth with desire
Of hcauenly things : for, who but thou alone,
That art yborne of heauen and hcauenly Sire,

Can tell things doen in heauen so long ygone
;

So farre past memory ofman that may beknowiie.

Now, at the time that was before agreed,

The Gods assembled all on Arlo hill

;

As well those that are sprung of heauenly seed,

As those that all the other world doe fill,

And rule both sea and land vnto their will

:

Onely th'infernall Powers might not appeare
;

Aswell for horror of their count'naunce ill,

As for th'vnruly fiends which they did feare

;

Yet Pluto and Proserpina were present there.

4
And thither also came all other creatures,

What-euer life or motion doe retaine,

According to their sundry kinds of features

;

That Arlo scarsly could them all containe
;

So full they filled euery hill and Plaine :

And had not Natures Sergeant (that is Order)

Them well disposed by his busie paine.

And raunged farre abroad in euery border,

They would haue caused much confusion and
disorder.

Then forth issewed (great goddesse) great dame
Nature,

With goodly port and gracious Maiesty
;

Being far greater and more tall of stature

Then any of the gods or Powers on hie :

Yet certes by her face and physnomy,
Whether she man or woman inly were,

That could not any creature well descry :

For, with a veile that wimpled euery where,

Her head and face was hid, that mote to none
appeare.

^

That some doe say was so by skill denized,

To hide the terror of her vncouth hew.

From mortall eyes that should be sore agrized
;

For that her face did like a Lion shew^,

That eye of wight could not indure to view

:

But others tell that it so beautious was.

And round about such beames of splendor

threw,

That it the Sunne a thousand times did pass,

Ne could be scene, but like an image in a glass.

7
That well may seemen true : for, well I weene
That this same day, when she on Arlo sat,

Hergarment was sobriglit and wondroussheene,
That my fraile wit cannot denize to what
It to compare, nor finde like stuffe to that,

As those three sacred Saints, though else most
wise,

Yet on mount Thabor quite their wits forgat,

When they theirglorious Lord in strange disguise

Transfigur'd sawe ; his garments so did daze

their eyes.
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In a fayre Plaine vpon an equall Ilill,

She placed was in a pauilion
;

Not such as Craftes-men by their idle skill

Are wont for Princes states to fasliion :

But th'earth her self of her owne motion,

Out of her fruitful 1 bosome made to growe

Most dainty trees ; that, shooting vp anon,

Did seeme to bow their bloosming heads full

lowe,

Forhomage vnto her,and like a throne did shew.

? . .

So hard it is for any liuing wight,

All her array and vestiments to tell,

That old Dan Geffrey (in whose gentle spright

The pure well head of Poesie did dwell)

In his Foules parley durst not with it mel,

But it transferd to Alane, who he thought

Had in his Plaint of kindes describ'd it well

:

Which who will read set forth so as it ought.

Go seek he out that Alane where he may be

sought.
jQ

And all the earth far vnderneath her feete

Was dight with flowres, that voluntary grew
Outof the ground, andsent forth odourssweet

;

Tenne thousand mores of sundry sent and hew,

That might delight thesmell,orplease the view:

The which, the Nymphes, from all the brooks

thereby

Had gathered, which they at her foot-stoole

threw
;

That richer seem'd then any tapestry,

That Princes bowres adoriie with painted

imagery.
^ ^

And Mole himselfc, to honour her the more,

Did dock himself in freshest fairc attire,

And his high head, that seeinetli alwaies liore

W^ilh harcined frosts of former winters ire,

He with an Oaken girlond now did tire,

As if the lone of some new Nvniph late seene.

Had in him kindled youthful! fresh desire,

Andmadehim ciiange his gray attire togreene;

Ah gentle Mole ! such ioyunce hath thee well

licsccne.
12

Was neuer so great ioyance since (he flav.

That all the ginls whylome assiiiihlcd were,

On llamus hill in their diuine array,

To celi'brate the solemne bridall chearc,

Twixt Peleiis, and dame Thrlis |K)iiited there ;

Where Phrbus self, that gtnl (»f \\k\s hight.

They sav did sing t he s|M)nsall hymmfullclfrre,
That all the go<ls were rauisht with <lelight

Of his rekstiall s«jng, and Mnsiiks wondrous
niii'hl.

13

This great Grandmother of all creatures bred

Great Nature, euer young yet full of eld.

Still moouing, yet vnmoued ficm her sted
;

Vnseene of any, yet of all beheld
;

Thus sitting in her throne as I haue teld,

Before her came dame Miiiabilitie
;

And being lowe before her presence feld,

With meek obaysance and humilitie,

Thus gan her plaintif Plea, with words to

amplifie
;

14

To thee greatest goddesse, onely great.

An humble suppliant loe, I lowely fly

Seeking for Right, \\hich I of thee entreat

;

Who Kight to all dost deale indifferently.

Damning all Wrong and tortious Iniurie,

Which any of thy creatures doe to other

(Opi:)ressing them with power, vnequally)

Sith of them all thou art the equall mother,

And knittest each to each, as brother vnto

brother.

15

To thee therefore of this same loue I plaine,

And of his fellow gods that faine to be,

That challenge to themselues the w hole worlds

raign
;

Of which, the greatest part is due to me,
And heauen it selfe by heritage in Fee :

For, heauen and earth I both alike clo decme,

Sith heauen and earth are both alike to thee
;

And.godsnomore thenmen thou doestestecme:

For, euen the gods to thee, as men to gods do

seeme.

16

Then weigh,OsoueraignegCKldesse,l)y what right

These gods do claime tlie worUls whole soue-

rainty
;

And that is onely dew vnto thy might

Arrogate to themselues ambitiously:

As for the gtxls owne principality,

Which loue vsurpes vniustly ; that to be

Mv heritage, hue's self amnot deny,

I'rom my great Grandsire Titan, vnto mee.

Deriv'd by dew descent ; as is well knowen to

thee.

17

\'et mauger hue, and all his ginls beside,

1 doe jKJSsesse the workls most regiment ;

As, if ye i^lease it into parts diuidc.

And cilery parts inholders to conucnt,

.Shall to your eyes ap|K'are incontinent.

Anil first, the I'arth (great mother of vs all)

That oidv si-ems vnmov'd and |>ennanent,

And vnto Mutability not thrall

:

Ycl ib she chang'd in part, and eeke in gencnilL
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i8

For, all that from her springs, and is ybredde,

How-euer fayre it flourish for a time,

Yet see we soone decay ; and, being dead,

To turne again vnto their earthly slime :

Yet, out of their decay and mortall crime.

We daily see new creatures to arize
;

And of their Winter spring another Prime,

Vnlikeinforme,andchang'dbystrangedisguise:

So turne they still about, and change in restlesse

wise.

19

As for her tenants ; that is, man and beasts.

The beasts we daily see massacred dy,

As thralls and vassalls vnto mens beheasts

:

And men themselues doe change continually,

From youth to eld, from wealth to pouerty,

From good to bad, from bad to worst of all.

Ne doe their bodies only flit and fly :

But eeke theirminds (which theyimmortallcall)

Still change and vary thoughts,as new occasions

fall.

20

Ne is the water in more constant case ;

Whether those same on high, or these belowe.

For,th'Ocean moueth stil,from place to place;

And euery Riuer still doth ebbe and flowe :

Ne any Lake, that seems most still and slowe,

Ne Poole so small, that can his smoothnesse

holde.

When any winde doth vnder heauen blowe ;

With which, the clouds are also tost and roU'd ;

Now like great Hills ; and, streight, like sluces,

them vnfold.

21

So likewise are all watry lining wights

Still tost, and turned, with continuall change,

Neuer abyding in their stedfast plights.

The fish, still floting, doe at randon range,

And neuer rest ; but euermore exchange

Their dwelling places, as the streames them
Carrie

:

Ne haue the watry foules a certaine grange.

Wherein to rest, ne in one stead do tarry
;

But flitting still doe flie, and still their places

vary.

22

Next is the Ayre: which who fceles not by sense

(For, of all sense it is the middle meane)

To flit still ? and, with subtill influence

Of his thin spirit, all creatures to maintaine,

In state of life ? weake life ! that docs leane

On tiling so tickle as th'vnstcady ayre ;

Wliich euery howrcischaiig'd. and alt red cleane

With euery blast that blowetli fowle or faire

:

The fairedoth it prolong ;thefowledothitimpaire.

.^3 .

Therein the changes infinite beholde.

Which to her creatures euery minute chaunce;

Now, boyling hot : streight,friezingdeadly cold:

Now, faire sun-shine, that makes all skip and
daunce

:

Streight,bitterstormsandbalefullcountenance,
J

That makes them all to shiuer and to shake : i

Rayne, hayle, and snowe do pay them sad

penance, [quake)

And dreadfull thunder-claps (that make them
With flames and flashing fights that thousand

changes make.
^^

24
Last is the fire : which, though it liue for euer,

Ne can be quenched quite
;

yet, euery day,

Wee see his parts, so soone as they do seuer,

To lose their heat, and shortly to decay
;

So, makes himself his owne consuming pray.

Ne any lining creatures doth he breed :

But all, that are of others bredd, doth slay
;

And,with their death, his cruell life dooth feed;

Nought leauing but their barren ashes, without

seede.
^^

Thus,all these fower (thewhich theground-work
bee

Of all the world, and of all lining wights)

To thousand sorts of Change we subiect see

.

Yet are they chang'd (by otherwondrousslights)
Into themselues, and lose their natiue mights

;

The Fire to Aire, and th'Ayre to Water sheere,

And Water into Earth : yet Water fights

With Fire, and Aire with Earth approaching

neere

:

Yet all are in one body, and as one appeare.

26

So, in them all raignes MiUahilitie
;

Ilow-euer these, that Gods themselues do call,

Of them doe claime the rule and souerainty :

As, Vesta, of the fire athereall

;

Vtdcan, of this, with vs so vsuall

;

Ops, of the earth ; and Iimo of the Ayre
;

Neptune, of Seas ; and Nymphes, of Riuers all.

For, all those Riuers to me subiect are :

And all the rest, which they vsurp, be all my
share.

27

Which to approuen true, as I haue told.

Vouchsafe, O goddcsse, to thy presence call

The rest which doe the world in being hold

:

As, times and seasons of the yeare that fall:

Of all the which, demand in general!,

Or iudge thy selfe, by verdit of thine eye,

Whether to me they are not subiect all.

Nature did yeeld thereto ; and by-and-by,

Bade Order call them all, before her Maicstv.
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28

So, forth issew'd the Seasons of the yeare
;

First, lusty 5/>rjng,alldight in leaues of .flowres

That freshly buddedandnew bloosmes did beare
(In which a thousand birds had built their

bowres

That sweetly sung, to call forth Paramours)

:

And in his hand a iauelin he did beare,

And on his head (as fit for warlike stoures)

A guilt engrauen morion he did weare
;

That as some did him loue, so others did him
feare.

29
. . ^

Then came the iolly Sommer, being dight

In a thin silken eassock coloured greene,

That was vnlyned all, to be more light

:

And on his head a girlond well bcseene

He wore, from which as he had chauffed been

The sweat did drop ; and in his hand he bore

A boawe and shaftes, as he in forrcst greene

Had hunted late the Libbard or the Bore,

And now would bathe his limbes, with labor

heated sore.

30
Then came the Autumne all in yellow clad,

As though he ioyed in his plentious store.

Laden wilhfruitstliatmadehim laugh, full glad
That he had banisht hunger, wiiich to-fore

Had by the belly oft him pinched sore.

V|)on liis head a wreath that was enrold

With earcs of corne, of euery sort he bore :

And in his hand a sickle he did holde,

To reape the ripened fruits the which the earth

had yold.

Lastly, came Winter cloatiied all in frizc,

Chattering his ti-clh for o<jI(1 tlial did him chill,

WhirstoiihishoarylKMnlliisbrLathdid frccse;

And tlie dull drops that from his j)urpled bill

As from a limbeck did ailown distill.

In his right hand a tijijx^J stalTe he held,

With which his feeble steps he stayed still :

For, he w;is faint with cold, and weak with eld;

That sr:irsc hb loosed limbes he liable was to

weld.

These, marching softlv, thus in order went.

And after them, the Monthcs all riding rame ;

First,sturdy :Uurr/i wit hbrow^fulisternlylx-nt.

And arme<i strongly, r«Mle vikmi a Ram,
The same which oner Hrllcshotilns swam :

Vet in his hand a sjKide lie also hent,

And in a bag all sorts of see<ls ysanie,

Which (m the earth he si rowed as he went,

And hid her womb with fruithill hn|)c* of

nourishment.

33
Next came fresh Aprtll full of lustyhed,

And wanton as a Kid whose home new buds ;

Vpon a Bull he rode, the same which led

Europa floting through \.\\Argolick tluds :

His homes were gilden all with golden studs

And garnished with garlonds goodly dight

Of all the fairest flowres and freshest buds

Which th'earth briiigs forth, and wet he seem'd

in sight

With wanes, through which he waded for his

loues delight.

Thencame fai reMay, the fayrestmayd on ground,
Deckt all with dainties of her seasons pryde,

And throwing flowres out of her lap around

:

Vpon two brethrens shoulders slie did ride,

The twinnes of Leda ; which on e\ther side

Supported her hke to their soueraine Queene.

Lord ! how all creatures laught, when her

they spide,

Andleaptanddaunc'tastheyhadrauishtbeenel

And Cupid selfe about her fluttred all in greene.

35
And after her, came iolly lune, arrayd

All in greene kaues, as he a Player were ;

Vet in his time, he wrought as well as playd,

That by his plough-yrons mote right well

appeare

:

\\yo\\ a Crab he rode, that him did beare

With crooked crawling steps an vncouth |^ase,

And backward yo<le, as Bargemen wont to fare

Bending their force contrary to tlieir face,

Like that vngraciouscrew which faines demurest

grace.
^^

Then came hot luJy boyling like to fire,

That all his garments he had cast away :

Vi)on a Lyon niging yet with ire

Me lK)ldlv rcxle aiicl made him to obay :

It was the beast that whylome did forray

The Nem;ean forrest. till iW Atitphytnotiide

Him slew, and with his hide di»l him array ;

Hehinde his kick a sitlie, ami by his side

Vnder his Ik It he bore a sickle circling wide.

The sixt was Auf;nst, l>oing rit h arravil

In g.irment all of gold dowiie \o the ground:

\'et r(xle he imt, but led a loueK Mayd
Fortli by the lilly hand, the wliic h was croiind

Wit hearesof corne. and fill Iher hand was (ouiul;

lliat was the righte«nis \irgin, wiiich of old

Liv'd here on earth, and plenty made ulxnmd ;

Hut, after Wrong was lov'd ami lustire soldo,

.Slu- left th'vnriglileous world and was to hoaucn

exloUi



404 THE VII. BOOKE OF THE Cant. VIL
38

Next him, September marched eeke on foote
;

Yet was he heauy laden with the spoyle

Of haruests riches, which he made his boot,

And him enricht with bounty of the soyle

:

In his one hand, as fit for haruests toyle,

He held a knife-hook ; and in th' other hand

A paire of waights, with which he did assoyle

Both more and lesse, where it in doubt did

stand.

And equall gaue to each as lustice duly scann'd.

39
Then came October full of merry glee :

For, yet his noule was totty of the must,

Which he was treading in the wine-fats see,

And of the ioyous oyle, whose gentle gust

Made him so frollick and so full of lust:

Vpon a dreadfull Scorpion he did ride.

The same which by Dianaes doom vniust

Slew great Orion : and eeke by his side

He had his ploughing share, and coulter ready

tyde.
^^

Next was Nouemher, he full grosse and fat,

As fed with lard, and that right well might

seeme

;

For, he had been a fatting hogs of late.

That yet his browes with sweat, did reek and
steem.

And yet the season was full sharp and breem ;

In planting eeke he took no small delight

:

Wliereon he rode, not easie was to deeme
;

For it a dreadfull Centaure was in sight,

The seed of Saturne, and faire Nais, Chiron

hight.

.

41

And after him, came next the chill December :

Yet he through merry feasting which he made,
And great bonfires, did not the cold remember;

His Sauiours birth his mind so much did glad :

Vpon a shaggy-bearded Goat he rode.

The same wherewith Dan lone in tenderyeares,

They say, was nourisht by \.\\Ida:an mayd
;

And in his hand a broad deepe boawlehe beares;

Of which, he freely drinks an health to all his

peeres.

Then came old January, wrapped well

In many weeds to keep tlie cold away
;

Yet did he quake and quiuer like to quell,

And blowe his navies towarme them if he may

:

For, they were numbd with holding all the clay

An hatchet keene, with whicli he felled wood,
And from the trees did lop the necdlesse spray

:

Vpon an huge great Earth-pot steane he stood

;

From whose wide mouth, there flowed forth the

Romane floud.

43
And lastly, came cold February, sitting

In an old wagon, for he could not ride
;

Drawne of two fishes for the season fitting,

Which through the flood before did softly slyde

And swim away : yet had he by his side

His plough and harnesse fit to till the ground, '

And tooles to prune the trees, before the pride

Of hasting Prime did make them burgein

round

;

So past the twelue Months forth, and their dew
places found.

And after these, there came the Day, and Night,

Riding together both with equall pase,

Th'one on a Palfrey blacke, the other white
;

But Night had couered her vncomely face

With a blacke veile, and held in hand a mace,
On top whereof the moon and stars were pight.

And sleep and darknesseround aboutdid trace

:

But Day did beare, vpon his scepters hight,

The goodly Sun, encompast all with beames
bright.

45
Then came the Hoivres, faire daughters of high

loue.

And timely Night, the which were all endcwed
With wondrous beauty fit to kindle loue

;

But they were Virgins all, and loue eschewed.

That might forslack the charge to them fore-

shewed
By mighty loue ; who did them Porters make
Of heauens gate (whence all the gods issued)

Which they did dayly watch, and nightlywake
By euen turnes,ne euer did their charge forsake.

46
And after all came Life, and lastly Death;

Death with most grim and griesly visage scene,

Yet is he nought but parting of the breath
;

Ne ought to see, but like a shade to weene,

Vnbodied, vnsoul'd, vnheard, vnseene.

But Life was like a faire young lusty boy,

Such as they faine Dan Cupid to haue beene,

Full of delightful! health and liuely ioy,

Deckt all with flowres, and wings of gold fit to

employ.

WTien these were past, thus gan the Titanesse ;

Lo, mighty mother, now be iudge and say,

Whether in all thy creatures more or lesse

CHANGE doth not raign and beare the great-

est sway :

For, who sees not, that Time on all doth pray ?

But Times do change and moue continually.

So nothing here long standeth in one stay :

Wherefore, this lower world who can deny
But to be subiect still to Mutabilitie ?
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Then thus gan loue ; Right true it is, that these

And all things else that vnder heauen- dwell

Are chaung'd of Time, whodoth themalldisseise

Of being : But, who is it (to me tell)

'riiatTz/n^himselfedothmoueand still compell
'1 o keepe his course ? Is not that namely wee
\\ : lich poure that vertue from our heauenly cell,

! iLit moues them all, and makes them changed

:>e?

-: - -Uem we gods doe rule, and in them also thee.

49
To whom, thus Mulabilily : The things

Which we see not how they are mov'd and
swayd.

Ye may attribute to your selues as Kings,

And say they by your secret powre are made :

But what we see not, who shall vs perswade ?

But were they so, as ye them faine to be,

Mov'd by yourmight,and ordred by your ayde;
Yet what if I can proue, that euen yee

Your selues are likewise chang'd, and subiect

vnto mec ?
50

And first, concerning her that is the first,

Euen you faire Cynthia, \\\\ora so much ye make
loues dearest darling, she was bred and nurst

On Cynlhus hill ,w hence she her name did take:

Then is she mortal 1 borne, how-so ye crake
;

Besides, her face and countenance euery day
We changed see, and sundry forms partake,

Now hornd, now round, now bright, now
jjrown and gray

:

So that as cJiangejull as the Moove men vse to

say.
^^

Next, Mercury^ who tliough he Icssc appeare

To change his hew, and alwaycs secmc as one
;

Yet, he his course cloth allur eucry ycare,

And is of late far out of order gfuie :

So Venus ceke, that gcxxilv I'aragonc,

Though faire all night,yd is shedarke all day;
And I'hfvbus self, who lightsome is alone,

Yet is lie oft eclipsed by the way.
And fills the darkncd world with terror and

dismay.

Now Mars that valiant man is rhangc<l most

:

For, he some limes so far runs out of s(|uare,

That he his way dolh seem (|uite to hauc lost.

And cleanc without his vsuall sphere to fare ;

That ciien these Star-gazers stonisht arc

At sight thereof,and dainiie tiu'irlvinglMK)kes:

So likewise, grim Sir Saturur oft <l«)lh spare

Ilissterrie.'ts|K'< t.andc ainie his (Tabbed l«K(kes:

So many turning cranks these hauc, so many
rr(X)kcs.

53
But you Dan lone, that only constant are,

And King of all the rest, as ye do clame,

Are you not subiect eeke to this misfare ?

Then let me aske you this withouten blame,
Where were ye borne ? some say in Crete by
name,

Others in Thebes, and others other-where

;

But wheresoeuer they comment the same.
They all consent that ye begotten were.

And borne here in this world, ne other can

appeare.

Then are ye mortall borne, and thrall to me,
Vnlesse the kingdome of the sky \ee make
Immortall, and vnchangeable to bee ;

Besides, that power and vcrlue which ye spake.

That ye here worke, doth many changes tal'e.

And yourowne natures change : for, each of you
That vertue haue, or this, or that to make,
Is checkt and changed from his nature trcw,

By others opposition or obliquid view.

55.
Besides, the sundry motions of your Spheares,

So sundry waies and fashions as clerkes faine.

Some in shortspace,and some in longer yeares;

What is the same but alteration plaine ?

Onely the starrie skie doth still remainc :

Yet do the Starres and Signes tkercin still

moue.
And euen it self is mov'd, as wizards saine.

But all that moucth, dolh mutation loue

:

Therefore both vou and them to mo I subiect

proue.
'

^^

Then since within this wide great Vniucrse

Nothing doth firme and permanent ajipcare,

Bui all things tost and turned by transucrse *.

What then shoulil let. but I aloft should rcare

My Trophee.and fromalf, the triumph beare ?

Nowiu(!gethen(()tliougreatest gtxidissetrcw!)

Accfirdiiig as thv selfe doest see and hcare.

And \nU) me addooni that is my dew
;

That is tlic lulr of all. all Ix-ing rul'd by you.

57
.So luuiing ended, silence long enseweil,

Ne Nature to or fro spake for a spaci',

But with firme eyes afVixt, tlic ground still

viewed.

Mcanc while, all creatures, l(K)king in l>cr face,

Kx|>e(ting th'einl of this so doubtfull case,

Hid hang in long sus|>ence what would ensew,

Towlicthersidesliouldfalllhesoueraigneplacc:

At length, she liH)king vp \\\\\\ iliearehdl view,

The silenie brake, atul gauc her diH^nc in

speeches few.
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I well consider all that ye haue sayd,

And find that all things stedfastnes doe hate

And changed be : yet being rightly wayd
They are not changed from their first estate

;

But by their change their being doe dilate :

And turning to themselues at length againe,

Doe worke their owne perfection so by fate :

ITien ouer them Change doth not rule and
raigne ;

But they raigne ouer change, and doe their

Rtat-ps pnaiptainp,

59
Cease therefore daughter further to aspire,

And thee content thus to be rul'd by me :

For thy decay tliou seekst by thy desire
;

But time shall come that all shall changed bee,

And from thenceforth, none no more change

shall see.

So was the Titaness put downe and whist,

And loue confirm'd in his imperiall see.

Then was that whole assembly quite dismist.

And Naiur's selfe did vanish, whither no man
"wist.

T/ie VIII. Canto, vnperfite.

When I bethinke me on that speech whyleare,

Of Mutability, and well it way :

Me seemes, that though she all vnworthy were
Of the Heav'ns Rule

; yet very sooth to say,

In all things else she beares the greatest sway.

Which makes me loath this state of life so

tickle,

And loue of things so vaine to cast away
;

Whose flowring pride, so fading and so fickle,

Short Time shall soon cut down with his con-

suming sickle.

Then gin I thinke on that which Nature sayd,

Of that same time when no more Change shall

be,

But stedfast rest of all things firmely stayd

Vpon the pillours of Eternity,

That is contrayr to Mutahilitie

:

For, all that moueth, doth in Change delight

:

But thence-forth all shall rest eternally

With Him that is the God of Sabbaoth hight

:

that great Sabbaoth God, graunt me that

Sabaoths sight.-

FINISi



Letter of the Authors expounding his

whole intention in the course of this zuorke : which
for that it giueth great light to the Reader, for

the better vnderstanding is hereunto
annexed.

7o the Right noble, and Valorous, Sir Walter Raleigh knight,

Lo. Wardein of the Stanneryes, and her Alaiesties liefe-

tenaunt of the County of Cornewayll.

sir knowiJjg h(nv doubtfully all Allegories may
be construed, and ihis booke ofmine, which Ihaue
entitulcd the Faery Queene, being a continued
Allegory, or darke conceit, I haue thought good
aszvell/or auoyding ofgealous opitiions and mis-
constructions, as also for your better light in
reading therof, {being so by you cotnmanded,) to

cepts, or sermoned at large, as they vse, then thus
clowdily enwrapped in Allegoricall deuises. But
such, me sceme, should be satisjide zcith the vse of
these dayes, seeing all things accounted by their
sh(.wes, and nothing esteemed of, thai is not de-
lightfull and pleasing to commu7ie scnce. For

W

this cause is Xenophon preferred before Plato,
discouer vnto you the general intention and

\ for that the one in the exquisite depth of his
meaning, -which in the whole course thereof I
haue fashioned, without expressing of any par-
ticular purposes or by-accidmts therein occa-
sioned. The general! end therefore of all the
booke is tofashion a gentleman or nob/e person
in vertnous and gentle discipline : Which for
that I conceiued shoiilJe be most plausible and
pleising, being coloured with an historicall
fiition, the zuhich the mast part of men delight A

iudgenicnt, formed a Commune we.'th such as it

should be, but the other in the person of C^yrus
and the Persians fashioned a ijouern^nent such
as might best be : So much more profitable and
gratious is doctrine by ensample, then by rule.
.So haue I laboured to doe in the person of
Arthure : whome Iconceiue after his long educa-
tion by 'I imon, to 'whom he washy Merlin de-
liuered to be brought r-p, so soone as he zcuis- borne

real, rather for variety of matter, then for of t/te I^dy /groyne, to haue seene in a dream or
profite of the ensampte : I chose the historye of\ vision the Aiery Queen, with whose excellent
king Arthure, as mostftie for the excellency of

j

beauty rauished, he awaking resolued toseeke her
his p<tson, being tnade famous b\f many mens out, and Si> being b\ Merlin armed, and b\ Timon
former workes, and also furthest from the throughly instructed, he went to .ueke her forth
dattnger nj enuy, and suspition of present time, in Faerye land. In that Faery Quetne I meane
In which I haue follmved all the anti:/ue Poets-* f!l"f'y '" m\ genera lI intention, but in my parti-
histiiricall, first Homere, zvhn ,„ tl,f Persons of cuTar I'conceiue tlie most excellent and glorious
Agamemnon and Vlysses hath ensampled a good person of our soueraine the Queene, and her
giiuernnur and a vertuotis man, the one />/ his kingdome in Faery land. And yet in some places
Ilias, the other in his (J.lysxeis : then I'irgil,
whose like intention was to doe in the person of
Aeneas : after him Ariosto comprised them b,>ih
in his Orlando: and lately I'assodis.seuered them
again e, and Jormed loth parts in tw> persons,
namely that part which they in /'hilosophv call
F.thiie, or vertnet of a priuate man, coloured in
his KinaLlo: f he other named t'oliiice in his
Godfredo. H\ ensampleof wtiiih ex.ellente l\>et
'I labour to P' urtraiet in Arthure, before he was
\

ft I '1.1!. the image ofa bratie knight, ferfecled in thcj
' tu'eluepri.ialemorall:ertiie\,as Aristotle hath de
uised,lhewhich is the purpose ofthe.te first twelue
bookes .• which if ! ftnde lo he well accepted, I ma\
be perhaps eneornged, lo frame the olher part oi
Poltituke vrriues in his pers.m, after that hee

"* to be king 7 <) some I kn<m> this i\felh,>,le

\eeme di\ple naunl, whit h had i other haue
., / discipline drlmere.i pl.iiniy in way oj pi e-

\

me flace:

els, I doe olhet^U'ise shadow her. For consiiering
she beareth tn\> persons, the one of a fHost royail
Qr.eene or F.mpresse,the other ofa most X'ei tuoiis

and beaulifuil Lady, this latter fart in some
places I doe expres.se in lielphixbe. fashioning her
name according to your mvne excellent amceipt of
( vnthia, (/'h<rbe and Cynthia being both names
of /)iana.) So in the person of IS inee Arthure
1 .telle forth taag'iifi^f*'^' '*' P'"'('flU>**'> uhtcA i

rertue for that {according to Aristotle and tht I

re\t\ it is the perfection of all the test, and con-

leineth in it them all, therefore in the whole cvurst
/ mention the deedes of Arthur e applwible to that
I'etlue, xihiih I write of in that bi><>ke. Hut of
the xii. other x-ertues. I make .lii. othet knights
the palrones, for the more xuiriety of the history:
Of which these three \>,>kes tiynlavn three. The
first of the knight of the h'edcrosse, in whome I

e.xfrtsu Holynes : 1 he seconde of Sir (,'uvom, in
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•whoTne Iselleforih Temperatince : Tlie tliirdof
Britotnartis a Lady km'^/U, in w/iofne I picture
Chastity. But because the be^i>ining ofthe whole
worke seemeth abrtipte and as depending vpon
other antecedents, it needs thatye know the occa-

sion ofthese three ktiights seuerall adiientures.
y" For the Methode of a Foct historical ts not such,

j/ as of an Historiographer. For an Historio-
< grapher discourseth of affayres orderly as they

iivere donne^ accounting as well the times as
the actions^ but a Poet thrusleth into the
iniddcst, euen where it most concertteth hint,

I and there recoursing to the thingcs /orepaste,

|. a7td diuining of thinges to come, makelh afleas-
} ing Analysis of all. The beginning therefore of
' my history, if it zvere to be told by an Historio-
grapher, should be the twelfth booke, which is the

last, where I dcuise that the Faery Qucene kept
her Annuallfeaste xii. dayes, z>pp07i which xii.

seuerall dayes, the occasions of the xii. seuerall
adiientures hapned, which being vndertaken by

xii. seuerallknights, are in these xii books seuer-
ally handled and discoursed. Thefirst -was this.

In the beginning ofthefeast, there presented him
selfe a tall clownishe younge man, who fallitig

before the Queen of Faries desired a boone {as the
maimer then was) which during thatfeast she
might not refuse : -which was that hee might hauc
the atchieuement ofany aduenture, -which during
that feaste should happen, that beiti^graunted,
he rested him on theflo^re, vnfitte through his
rusticityfor a better place. So.hie after entred a
faire Ladye ifi mourning wccdes, ridinsr on a
white Asse, with a dzvarfe behind her leading
a warlike steed, that bore the Armes ofa knight,
and his speare in the dwarfes hand. Shee falling
before the Queene of Faeries, complayned thather
father and mother an ancient Kiiig and Queeiie,
had bene by an huge dragon inanf years shut vp
itt a brasen Castle, who thence stiffred thetn not
to yssew : and therefore besought the Faery
Queene to assygne her some one ofher knights to
take on him. that exployt. Presently that clownish
person vpstarting, desired that aduenture :

"whereat the Queene much wondering, and the
Lady >nuch gainesaying, yet he earnestly impor-
ittned his desire. In the end the Lady told him
that -vnlesse that armour which she brought,
would sertte him {that is the armour ofa Chris-
tian i7ian specified by Saint Paul v. Ephes.) that

he could not succeed in that enterprise, -which
beingforthwith put vpon him -with dewefurni'
tures thereunto, he seemed the goodliest inan in
al that company, and was well liked ofthe Lady.
A}id eftesoones taking on him knighthood, and
mounting on that straunge Courser, he went
forth with her on that aduenture : where begin-
neth thefirst booke, vz. \

A gentle knight was pricking on the playne. &c.

'

The second day ther came in a Pahner bearing
an Infant with bloody hands, whose Pareiits he
complained to haue bejte slayn by a7i Enchaun-
teresse called Acrasia : and therfore craucd of
the Faery Queeiie, to appoiiit him some knight,
to performe thatadueiiture, -which being assigned
to Sir Guyon, he presently wentforth with' that
same Palmer: -which is the begi7ining of the
second booke and the -whole subiect thereof. The
third day there came in, a Groome who com-
plained before the Faery Queene, that a vile En-
chaunter called Busirane had in hand a most
faire Lady calledAmoretta, whom he kept i7i most
grieuous torment, because she -would not yield
him the pleasure of her body. Vl'hereupon Sir
Scudamour the loner ofthat Lady presently tooke

on him thai aduenture. But beifig vnable to per
forme it by reason of the hard hnchauntmcntSy
after long sorrow, in the end met with Brito-

martis^ who succoured him^ and reskezved his
loue.

A But by occasion hereof, -many other aduentures
[are intermedled, but rather as Accidents, then
intendmetits. As the loue ofBritomart, the ouer-

throw of Marincll, the m.isery of Floriiitell, the

vertuousnes of Belphaebe, the lasciuiousnes of
Hellenora, and many the like.

Thus much Sir, I haue briefiy ouerronne to

glirect your vnderstanding to the wel-head of the

^History, thatfrom thence gathering the whole
intention of the co7tceit, ye may as in a handfull
gripe al the discourse, -which otherwise may
happily see7ne tedious a7id co7i fused. So hu7?tbly

craning the conti7iuau7ice of your ho7iorable

fauourtowards 77te, a7id th^eter7iallestablishme7it

ofyour happi7ies, I humbly take leaue.

2j. lanuary. is8g.

Yours most humbly affectionate.

Ed. Spenser.
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^ A Vision vpon this conceipt of the

Faery Queene.

ME thought I saw the graue, where Laura lay,

Within that Temple, where the vestail flame
Was wont to burne, and passinjj by that way,
To see that buried dust of liuinjj fame,
Whose tombe faire loue, and fairer vertue kept,

All suddenly I saw the Faery Queene :

At whose approch the souie of Pefrarke wept.

And from thenceforth those graces were not seene.
For they this Queene attended, in whose steed
Obliuion laid him downe on Lauras herse :

Hereat the hardest stones were seene to bleed.
And gronesof buried ghostcs the heauens did perse.
Where Homers spright did tremble all forgriefe,
And curst th'accesse of that celestiall theiie.

Another of the same.

"T^Heprayse 0/meaner wiis thisworke like projii
J- brings,
As dolk the Cuckoes song delightwhen riiilumena

sings.

If then hast fortned right true vertices face
herein :

Vertue her selfe can best discerne, to xuhom they
zurittett bin.

If thou hast beautie praysJ, let her sole looke.^

diuine
Ittdge if ought therein be aniis^ and mend it by

her" eine.

If Chastitie want ought, or Temperance her
dew.

Behold her Princely mind aright, and write thy
Queene anezv.

Meane while she shall perceiue, how farre her
vertues sore

Aboue the reach ofall that Hue, or such as wrote
ofyore :

Andthereby willexcuse andfauour thygoodwill:
ll'hose vertue can not be exprest, out by an

Angels quill.

Of me no lines are lou'd, nor letters arc oj
pyice.

Of all -which speake our English tongue, but
those of thy deuice.

W. R.

To the learned Shepheard.

COllyn I see by thy new taken taske,

some sacredfury hath enricht thy braynes.
That leades thy muse in haughtie verse to ntaske,

and loath the layes that longs to lowly swaynes.
That lifts thy notes from Shephcardcs vnto

kings.
So like the liuely Larke that mounting sings.

Thy louely Ro%olinde scetnes tiozu forlorne,
and all thy gentle Jlockes forgotten quight,

Thychaungea hart 7i(nv hoides thy pypes in sojrne,
those prely pypes that did thy mates delight.

Those trusiie mutes, that loucd thee so zve/l.

Whom thou gaust mirth : as they gaue thee the
hell.

Yet as thou earst with thy mveele roundelas'cs,
did.st stirre to i;Ire our laddes in homely hozvers :

So tnoughtKt thou now in these re/yned laves,
delight the dainty eares of Jiiglfr pou-ers.

Ami so mought they in their deepe skanning
skill

Alow andgrace our Collynsflowing quill.

And fare befall that Fatric Qurrnr (f thine,
in whose f.iire eves loue lincktwit/i vertue sits

Enfusing by those bewties fiers deuvne,
such high corueitfs into thy humble wits,

As railed hath p,iore pastors oaten reede.
From rustlike tunes, to chaunt lieroiqite deedes.

So tnoiight thv KcdirontM- kniijlit with happy hand
ifictot iou.% l>e in that /aire Hands rif^ht

H'hii h thou doest vaile in / vt'e 0/ Faery land
Flyaas blessed field, that Albion highl.

That iJtieldes her Jriends, and warres her
ttiii'htie foe.K,

V- ' till with people, Peace, and plentie /Imvet.

But {iolly Shepheard) though with pleasing style,

thoufeast the humour oJ the Courtif traine .

I^t not conceipt thy setled sence beguile,
ne daunted be through enuy or disdaine.

Subiect thy dome to Iter Empyring spri^ht.
Front whence thy Muse, and all the world takes

light.

Hobynoll.

pAyre T/iamis streanu-, that from Ludds stately

r towne,
Runst p.lying tiibutr to the Ocean seas,

Lit all thy Nymplu-s and Syrens of retiowne
Be silent, whyle this Mr\tt;me Orpheus playes:
Nere thy sweet bankts, there hues tliat sacred

eri)wne,
Whose hand stn^wes ralmeand neu«"r-<lyi"g bayes,
L( t all at oner, with thv soft inuitnuring nowuc
I'test-nt hei with this \\t)rthy I'oits pra\cs.
For he hath taught hyc iliilts in slicp<:hcrdes

wr«-<les,

And dccpc conccites now singes in Fcurits decdcs.

f^hiaue Muses mai\h in triumph and with
^^Prayses,
(hir (7oddesse here hath giiien voii leaue to land:
.In, I biddes this rare dispense! of your gi aces
litnv dtnvne his biin- vnto l-er sacted • • • t

Pesertes fi'ndes de~a< in that most pi " e.

In ivhose .<ru<eete brest ai e all the .Mu -

.So did that ^reat Augustus tr.\l in Ktfme
// ith leaiies of fame adorne his IWts hedde.
/''aire be the guerdon 0/ your I'".irr\ Qucrm*,
linen oJ the fairest that the XLS^rld hath seen*.

II. IJ.



410 COMMENDATORY VERSES.

WHen stout Achilles lieard of Helc7ts rape
And what reueniJe the States of Greece deuisd:

Thinking by sleight the fatall warres to scape,

In womans wecoes him selfe he then disguisde :

But tliis deuise Vlysses soone did spy,

And brought him forth, thechaunceofwarretotry.

When Spencer saw the fame was spredd so large,

Through Faery land of their renowned Queene :

Loth that his Muse should take so great a charge,
As in such haughty matter to be scene.

To seeme a sht-pelieard then he made his choice,

But Sydney heard him sing, and knew his voice.

And as Vlysses brought faire Thetis sonne
From his retyred life to menage armes :

So Spencer was by Sidneys speaches wonne,
To blaze her fame not fearing future harmes :

For well he knew, his Muse would soone be tyred
In her high praise, that all the world admired.

Yet as Achilles in those warlike frayes,
Did win the palme from all the Grecian Peeies :

So Spencer now to his immortall prayse,
Hath wonne the Laurell quite from all his feres.

What though his taske exceed a humaine witt,

He is excus'd, sith Sidney thought it fitt.

W. L.

7"'<9 looke vpon a zvorke of rare deuise
The -which a workman settcth out io view,

And not to yield it the deserued prise,

1 hat vnto such a •workjnanship is dew.
Doth either prone the iudgentent io be naught
Or els doth shew a mind with enuyfraught.

To labour to commend a peece ofwnrke.
Which no man goes about to disconunend,
\] 'ould raise a iealous doubt that there did liirke^

Some secret doubt^ -whereto the prayse did tend.

For -when nten know the goodues of the wyne^
Tis needlessefor the hoast to haue a sygne.

Thus then to shew my iudgement to be such
As can discerne of colours blacke, and white,

As alls to free my mindefrom emiies tuch,

That neuergiucs to any man his right,

I here pronounce this workmanship is such,

As that no pen can set itforth too much.

And thus I hang agarland at the dore.

Notfor to shew the 'goodnes of the ware :

But such hath becne the cjistome heretofore,

And customes very hardly broken are.

And when your tast shall tellyou this is trew.

Then looke you giue your hoast his vtmost dew.
Ignoto.

[DEDICATORY SONNETS.]

^0 the right honourable Sir Christopher Hatton,
Lord high Chauncelor of England. &c.

THose prudent heads, that with theire counsels
wise

Whylom the Pillours of th'earth did sustaine.
And taught ambitious Rome to tyrannise,
And in the neck of all the world to rayne.

Oft from those graue affaires were wont abstaine,
With the sweet Lady Muses for to play ;

So Efuiius the elder Africane,

So Maro oft did Ccesars cares allay.

So you great Lord, that witli your counsel! sway
The burdeine of this kingdom mightily.

With like delightes sometimes may eke delay,

The rugged brow of carefuU Policy :

And to these ydle rymes lend litle space,

Wliich for their titles sake may find more
grace.

To the right honourable the Lo. Burleigh Lo, high

Threasurer of England.

To you right noble Lord, whose carefuU brest
To menage of most graue affaires is bent.
And on whose migntie shoulders most doth

rest

The burdein of this kingdomes gouernement.
As the wide compasse of the firmament.
On Atlas mighty shoulders is vpstayd

;

Vnfitly I these ydle rimes present,

The labor of lost time, and wit vnstayd :

Yet if their deeper sence be inlj- wayd.
And the dim vele, with which from comune vew
Tiieir fairer parts are hid, aside be layd.

Perhaps not vaine they may appeare to you.

Such as they be, vouchsafe them to receaue.

And wipe' their fault-^ out of your censure graue.
E. S.

To the right Honourable the Earle of Oxenford^
Lord high Chamberlayne of England. &c.

REceiue most Noble Lord in gentle gree.
The vnripe fruit of an vnreaoy wit

;

Which by thy countenaunce iloth craue to bee
Defended from foule Enuies poisnous bit.

Which so to floe may thee right well bcsit,
Sith th'antique glory of thine auncestry
Vnder a shady vele is therein w rit.

And eke thine owne long liuing memory,
Succeeding them in true nobility :

And also for the loue, w hich thou doest beare
To X-WHeliconian ymps, and they to thee,

They vnto thee, and thou to them most deare

:

Deare as thou art vnto thy sj'lfe, so loue

That loues and honours thee, as doth bchoue.
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To the right honourable the Earle of
Northumberland.

fffe sacred Mttses haiie made alwaies dame
To be the Xoiirses of 7iobilily.

And Re^isIres 0/ euerlastingfafjje.
To all tliat artiies prqfesse and cheiialry.
'heti by like right the noble Proge7iy,
Which thent succeed in fame and worth, are
tyde

T'embrace the sent ice ofsweete foetry.

By whose endeuours they are glortyide,
Atid ekefrom all, ofwhom it is enuide.
To t^aironice the atiihour of their praise,
which giues them life, that els would soone
haiie dide.

And crownes their ashes with immortall bates.

To thee therefore right noble Lord I send
This present ofmy paines, it to defend.

I0 the right honourable the Earle of Cumberland.

\\ Edoubted Lord, in whose corageous mind
vThe flowre of cheualry now bloosming faire,

iDoth promise fruite worthy the noble kind,
'Which of their praises haue left you the haire;

p you this humble present I prepare,
For loue of vertue and of Alartiail praise,
To which thoueli nobly ye inclined are,

As goodlie well ye shew'd in late assaies,

Yet braue ensample of long passed daies,

In which trew honor yee may fashiond see,

To like desire of honor may ye raise,

And fill your mind with magnanimitic.
Receiue it Lord therefore as it was ment.
For honor of vour name and high descent,

E. S.

To the most honourable and excellent Lo. the Earle

of Essex. Great IMaister of the Horse to her Highnesse,

and knight of the Noble order of the Garter. &c.

\/fAgnificke I^rd, whose verities excellent
'* fJoe merit a mostfamous Poets wilt.
To be thy lining praises instrument.
Yet doe not sdeigne, to let thy name be "writt
t this base Poeme,for theeJar 'unfitt.

Aought is thy worth disparaged, thereby.
But when my Muse, whosefethers notiiingflitl

Doe yet but flagg, attd Invly learne tojkf

With bolder wing shall dare alofle to sty

To the last praises of this J-aery (Jueene,

7 hen shall it make morefamous memory
Of thine Heroicke parts, such as they hcenc:

Till then vouchsafe thv noble countcnaunce,
'Jo thesefirst labours neededfurlherauncc

To the right Honourable the Earle of

Ormond and Ossory,

^ Eceiue most nol)le Lord a simple taste
xOf the wildc fruit, which saluage soyi liath

brr.l,

W liich boingthrough longwars bft almost waste,
With brutisli barbiiristiK- is ducrsprcild :

nd in so faire a land, as may bf rp<li!,

N«'t out: Parnassus, nor one Helicoite
Left for swcctc Musi's to be harboured.

But where thy selfe hast thy braue mansione
;

There in dtode dwel faire Graces many one.

And ijcntle .\\'mphrs, <ifli;^hts of h'arncd wits.

And in thv \ trson without I'aragone
All gocxllv bountiennd true honour sits,

Such tlicn lore, as that wasted soyl doth yii-Id,

Hceeiuc diar Lor'l in worth, tin- fruit of barren
fiel<l.

To the right honourable the Lo, Ch. Iluzcard, Lo. high Jdnii-

ral of En>,'land, kniglit of ihc noble order t)f the Garicr,

and one of her Maiestics priuie Counsel. &c.

^ Kd ye, braue Lord, who •<* gthxily personage.
And noble derds- each other garnishing,

Miikt you fUMiinpte lo the present age,
()/ Ih'itid Heroes, jvhnse fitmnus ofspring

"^he antique l\>fls winit s>> much to sing.
In this same I'ageaunt haue a worthy place,
Sith those huge castles of Castilian king,

That vainly threained kingdomes to displace,

Likeflvini^ doiies v •''•' • - r
' -re

;

And that proud :
•/

Through tii.inv deface:
Thy praises eueriailnix fMotiHuient

Is in this verse engiauen seinb/a.'/y,

That it may line to all posterity.



4!;:
12 DEDICATORY SONNETS

To the right honourable

Chamherlaine

REnowmed Lord, that for your worthinesse
And noble deeds haue vour deserued place,

High in the fauour of that Emperesse,
The worlds soli; glory and her sexes grace,

Here eke of right haue you a worthie place,

Botii for your nearnes to that Faerie Queene,
And for your owne liigh merit in like cace,

Of which, apparaunt proofe was to be scene,

the Lord of Hunsdon, high

to her Maiesty.

When that tumultuous rage and fearfull deene
Of Northerne rebels ye did pacify,

And their disloiall powre defaced clene,

The record of enduring memory.
Liue Lord for euer in this lasting verse,

That all posteritie thy honour may reherse.
E. S.

To the most renowmed and valiant Lord, the

Lord Grey of Wilton, kn'ght of the Noble order

of the Garter, &c.

MOst Noble Lord the pillor of my life,

And Patrone of my Muses pupillage,

Through whose large bountie poured on me
rife,

In the first season of my feeble age,

I now doe liue, boimd yours by vassalage :

Sith notlimg euer may redeeme, nor reaue
Out of your endles.'.e debt so sure a gage.

Vouchsafe in worth this small guift to receaue,
Which in your noble h mds for pledge I leaue.

Of all the rest, that I am tyde t'account

:

Rude rymes, the which a rustick Muse did weaue
In sauadge soyle, far from Parnasso mount,

And roughly wrought in an vnlearned Loome

:

The which vouchsafe dear Lord your fauorable
doome.

To the right honourable the Lord of Buckhurst, one

of her Maiesties friuie CounselL

IN vain I thinke right honourable Lord,
By this rude rime to memorize thy name

;

Whose learned Muse hath writ her owne record,
In golden verse, worthy immortal fame :

Thou much more fit (were leasure to the same)
Tiiy gracious Souerains praises to compile.
And hei imperiall Maiestie to frame,

In loftie numbers and heroicke stile.

But sith thou maist not so, giue leaue a while
To baser wit his power therein to spend,
Whose grosse defaults thy daintie pen may file,

And vnaduised ouersights amend.
But euermore vouchsafe it to maintaine
Against vile Zoilus backbitings vaine.

To the right honourable Sir Fr. Walsingham knight,

frincifall Secretary to her Maiesty, and of her

honourable priuy CounselL

THat Mantuane Poetes incompared spirit,

Whose girland now is set in highest place,

Had not Mccaenas for his worthy merit,
It first aduaunst tc great Augiisius grace,

Might long perhaps haue lien in silence bace,
Ne bene so much admir'd of later age.
This lowly Muse, that Karns like steps to trace.
Flies for like aide vnto your Patronage

;

That are the great Mecenas of this age.

As wel to al that ciuil artes professe
As those that are inspird with Martial rage,

And craucs protection of her feeblenesse:

^^'hich if ye yield, perhaps ye may her rayse
In bigger tunes to sound your liuing prayse.

E. S.

To the right noble Lord and most valiaunt Ca-ptaine,

Sir lohn Norris knight. Lord president of Mounster.

WHo euer gaue more honourable prize
I'o the sweet Muse, then did the Martinll crew.

That their braue deeds she might immortalize
In her shril tromp, and sound their praises

(lew ?

Who then ought more to fauoiir her. then you
Moste noble Lord, the lionor of this age,
And Precedent of all that armes ensue?

Whose warlike prowesse and manly courage,
Tempred with reason and aduizement sage
Hath fild sad Belgicke with victorious spoile.

In Frauiice and ?rela>id\iih a famous gage,
And lately shakt the Lusitanian soile.

Sith then each where thou hast dispredd thy fame,

Loue him, that hath eternized your name.
E. S.
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To the right noble and valorous knight, Sir Walter Raleigh,

Lo. Wardein of the Stanneryes, and lieftenaunt

of Cornewaile.

'J^O thee that art the sontmers Xi^hlifigale,
J- I'hy soueraine Goddesses most aeare delight^

\\ 'hy doe I send this rusticke Madriga/e,
Thai may ihy tiine/uU eare vnseason quite?

Thou OJtelyJit this Argument to write.

In whose high thoughts Pleasure hath btiilt her
hoTvre^'

And dainty hue learnd sweetly to endite.

My rimes I know vnsauory and sowre^

To tast the streaines, that like a go/den shown
Flow front thy /ruiifull head^ 0/ thy tones

praise^
Fitter perhaps to thonder Martiall stowre^
When so thee list thy lofty Muse to ruise :

yet till that thou thy Poenie wilt make knowne.
Let thy/aire Cinthias praises bee thus rudely
showne.

E. S.

To the right honourable and most vertuous Lady\ the

Countesse of Penbroke.

REmembraunce of that most Heroickc spirit,

The heuriis |)ri{]e, tlir: glory of our daics,

\\ hich now triumphctli througli iininortall merit
Of his braue \crtucs, crownd with lasting baies,

Df houcnlie blis and euerlastinjj praies
;

t\'ho first my Muse did lift out of the florc,

To sing his sweet delights in lowlie laies
;

Bids me most noble Ladv to adore

His goodly image liuing euermore,
In the diuiiie rcsemblaunce of your face

;

Which with your vertut s ye eiiibellisli more,
And natiue beauty deck with heuenlie grace :

For his, and for your owne especial sake,
Vouchsafe from him this token in good worth to

take.
E. S.

To the most vertuous, and beautiful! Lady,
the Lady Carew.

NE may T, without blot of endlesse blame,
You fairest Lady leaue out of this |)lace.

But with remeiiibiauncc; of your gracious name,
W herewith that courtly gailund nio^t ye grace,

And deck lh<; \v(jil(l, adoriic! thesi. v<tsis base:
I Not that these few lines can in them comprise
Those glorious ornaments of hciu-nly grace,
^\'llerewith ye triumph ouer feeble eyes,

And in subdued harts do tvranvse:
l-'or thereunto doth neeifa golden ouill,

And siluer leaues, tlu m rightly to <Kuise,
But to make Inunble present of good will.:

Which wlunas timely ineaiies it purchase inay.
In ampler wise it sclfc w.U forth display.

E. S.

To all the gratious and beautifull Ladies in the Court.

7Jfe Chian Peincter, when he was tcauirde
'Jo pDurtrnict \'<-uus /// her perfect licw.

'Jo make his worke tnore absolute, desird
Of all the fairest Afaides to haue the t^c^v.

Much more me ficcils tn draw the scmf'lanl trcv,
()/ lira u ties Oiicrnejhe icorIds sole itr >ndernifnt,
Jo sharfe my icnce zo/th sundry beauties

7>erv,

And sltaU/rotH each sotne partofornameul.

1/ all the world to seeke T ouerwent.
A fairer crew yet no ivhere could I see,

J hen that braue court doth to mine eie present.
That the worlds pride seemes x'^thered there

to bee.

Ofeach a part I stoU hy running thetie :

Forgiue it me/aire iKimes, stth lesse ye ha:u
not le/tc.

E.S.

F/X/S.
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TO HIS BOOKE.

Goe little books : thy selfe present,

As child whose parent is vnkent

:

To him that is the president

Of noblesse and ef cheualree,

And if that Enuie barke at thee,

As sure it will, for succoure flee

Vnder the shadow of his wing,

And asked, who thee forth did bring,

A shepheards swaine saye did thee sing,

All as his straying flocke hefedde : lo

And when his honor has thee redde,

Crane pardon for my Jiardyhedde.

But if that any aske thy name.

Say thou wert base begot with blame .*

For thy thereof thou takesl shame.

And when thou art past ieopardee,

Come tell me, zvhat was sayd of mee ;

And I will send more after thee.

Imtnerito.

f
5 'To the most excelleiit a7id lear7ted both

€)ratoc anti i^oete, ^apcftcr (Babndl ^acuep, lji0

verie special and singular good frend E. K. commen-
deth the good lyking of this his labour,

and the patronage of the

new Poete.

VNCOVTHE VNKISTE, Sayde the olde

famous Poete Chaucer : whom for his

excellencie and wonderfull skil in making, his

sdioUer Lidgate, a worthy schollcr of so excel-

lent a maister, calleth the Loadestarre of our

Language : and whom our Cohn clout in his

yEglogue calleth Tityrus the God of shepheards,

comparing hym to the worthines of the Roman
Tityrus Virgile. Which prouerbe, myne owne
good friend Ma. Haruey, as in that good old

Poete it serued well Pandares purpose, for the

bolstering of his bandy brocage, so very well

taketh place in this our new Poete, who for

that he is vncouthe (as said Chaucer) is vnkist,
and vnknown to most men, is regarded but of

few. But I dout not, so soone as his name shall

come into the knowlcdg of men, and his worthi-
nes be sounded in the tromp of fame, but that
he shall be not onely kiste, but also beloued of

all, embraced of the most, and wondrcd at of

the best. No lesse I thinke, deserueth his witti-

nesse in deuising, his pithincsse in vttering, his

complaints of loue so lonely, his discourses of

pleasure so pleasantly, his pastorall rudencsse,
his morall wisencsse, his dewe obseruing of

Decorum euerye where, in personages, in sea-

sons, in matter, in speach, and generally in a

seemely simplycitie of handeling his matter

and framing his words : the wliich of mam
thinges which in him be straunge, I know wil

seeme the straungest, the words them selue

being so auncient, the knitting of them so shor

and intricate, and the whole Periode and com
passe of sjieache so delightsome for the round

nesse, and so graue for the straungenesse

And firste of the wordes to speake, I graun

they be something hard, and of most mei

vnused, yet both English, and also vsed o

most excellent Authors and most famou:

Poetes. In whom whenas this our Poet hatl

bene much traueiled and throughly redd, hov

could it be, (as that worthy Oratour sayde) bu

that walking in the Sonne although for otlie

cause he walked, yet needes he mought be sun
burnt ; and hauing the sound of tliose auncien

Poetes still ringing in his eares, he mough
needes in singing hit out some of theyr tunes

But whether he vseth them by such casualtyi

and custome, or of set purpose and choyse, a

thinking them fittest for such rustical! rude

nesse of shepheards, eyther for that theyr rougl

sounde would make his rymes more ragged an(
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rustical, or els because such olde and obsolete

wordes are most vsed of country folke, sure

I think, and think I tliink not amisse, that they

bring great grace and, as one would say,

auctoritie to the verse. For albe amongst
many otheV faultes it specially be obiected of

.Valla against Liuie, and of other against

[Saluste, that with ouer much studie they atfect

antiquitie, as coueting thereby credence and
iionor of elder yeeres, yet I am of opinion, and
leke the best learned are of the lyke, that those

iauncient solemne wordes are a great ornament
Iboth in the one and in the other ; the one

ilabouring to set forth in h)-s worke an eternall

image of antiquitie, and the other carefully dis-

coursing matters of grauitie and imporlaunce.

iFor if my memory fayle not, TulUe in that

t)Ooke, wherein he endeuourcth to set forth the

[paterne of a jjerfect Oratour, sayth that oft-

times an auncicnt worde maketh the style

peeme graue, and as it were reuerend : no
otherwise then we honour and reuerence gray
heares for a certein religious regard, which we
haue of old age. Vet nether euery where must
old words be stuffed in, nor the commen
Diulccte and maner of speaking so corrupted

therby, that as in old buildings it seme dis-

orderly and ruinous. But all as in most
exijiiisite j)ictures they vse to blaze and por-

traict not onely the daintie lineaments of

bcautye, but aUo rounde about it to sliadow

the rude thickets and craggy clifts, that by the

basenesse of such jjarts, more excellency may
accrew to the princijjall ; for oftimes we fynde
oursclues, 1 knowe not how, singularly dc-

1(1 with the shcwe of sucli nalurall rude-

, and take great pleasure in that disorderly

order. Knen so doc those rtnigli and harsh
terines enluniiiie and make more clearly to

aj)|H.'are the l)riglitnesse of braue and glorious

words. .So oftentimes a dischorde in Musick
nukcth a comely concordauncc : so great
delight t<K;ke the worthy I'oete Aliens to

beliold a blemish in the ioynt of a wel .slKi|Kd

b<xly. But if any will rashly blame such his

j)ur|K)se in thoyse of old and vnwonted words,
liiiii may I more iustly blame and condemne,
or of witlesse headinesse in iudging.or of lu-ede-

lesse hardinesse in condemning for not marking
fill < oMipassc of hys bent, he wil iudge of the

li of lu.s GLst. For in my opinion it is one
.^1 i.il praysc, of n>any whydi are dew to lhi.s

rente, that he h.ilh lalxnired to restore, as to
^V I rightfull heritage sn( h gcMxl and natiirall

1 ish Words, as haue In-n long time out of vsc
and almost cleane dibhciiled. Which is the

.SPI.NSKR 1

onely cause, that our Mother tonge, which
truely of it self is both ful enough for prose
and stately enough for verse, hath long time
ben counted most bare and barrein of both.
Which default when as some endeuoured to

salue and recure, they patched vp the holes

with peces and rags of other languages, borrow-
ing here of the french, there of the Italian,

euery where of the Latine, not weighing how il,

those tongues accorde with themselues, but
much worse w ith oiirs : So now thev haue
made our English tongue, a gallimaufray or i

hodgepodge of al other sj)eches. Other some
not so wel scene in the English tonge as perhaps
in other languages, if they happen to here an
olde word albeit very naturall and significant,

crye out streight way, that we speak no Eng-
lish, but gibbribh, or rather such, as in old time
Euanders mother sjjake. Whose first shame is,

that the)- are not ashamed, in their own mother
tonge straungers to be counted and alienes.

The second shame no lesse then the first, that

what so they vnderstand not, they streight

way deeme to be sencelesse, and not at al to be
vnderstode. Much like to the Mole in -l'.so{X"S

fable, that being blynd her selfe, would in no
wise be jx^rswaded, that any beast could see.

The last more shameful then both, tliat of their

owne country and natural sj)each, which
together with their Nources milk they sucked,

they haue so base regard and bastard iudgc-

mcnt, that they will not onely themselues not
labor to garnish and beaut ifie il , but also repine,

that of other il shold be enibellishtd. Like to

the dogge in the maunger, that him selle can
eate no hay, and yet barketh at the hungry
bullock, that so faine would feede : whose
currish kind thouj^h it cannot be kept from
barking, yet I conne them thanke that they
refrain from byting.

Now for the knitting of sentences, whych
they call the ioynts and members iherof, and
for al the compasse of the s|H.ach, it is round
without roughnesse, anil harned wythout hard-

nes, such indeeile as may be |H'rceiueil of the

Ir.iste, vnderstotHle of the moste, but iudgid
onely of the learneil. For what in most Fn^li^h

wryters vseth to Ix: loose, anil as it werevngyrt.
in this Aulhour is well grounditl, linelv fr;uned.

anil strongly trusseil vp together. In regard

whcrof, I scorne and spue out the jakelullye

route of our ragi^ed rsniers (for so iheiuselues

vse to hunt the litter) which without learning

boste, without illd^^•eM^enl jangle, without
reason ra^^e and fome, as if some- invtiiut of

ruclicall bpirile h.id newly lauishtxl llum
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aboue the meanenesse of commen capacitie.

And being in the niiddest of all theyr brauery,

sodenly eyther for want of matter, or of ryme,

or hauing forgotten theyr former conccipt,

they seeme to be so pained and traueiled in

theyr remembrance, as it were a woman in

childebirth or as that same Pythia, when the

traunce came vpon her.

Os rabidum fera corda domans &c.

Xethelesse let them a Gods name feede on

theyr owne folly, so they seeke not to darken

the beames of others glory. As for Colin, vnder

whose person the Author selfe is shadowed,

how furre he is from such vaunted titles and

glorious showes, both him selfe sheweth, where

he sayth.

i Of Muses Hobbin. I conne no skill. And,

^ Enough is me to paint out my vnrest, &c.

And also appeareth by the basenesse of the

name, wherein, it semeth, he chose rather to

vnfold great matter of argument couertly, then

professing it, not suffice thereto accordingly.

Which moued him rather in .'Eglogues, then

other wise to write, doubting perhaps his habili-

tie, which he little needed, or mynding to

furnish our tongue with tliis kinde, wherein it

faulteth, or following the example of the best

and most auncient Poetes, which deuiscd this

kind of wryting, being both so base for the

matter, and homely for the manner, at the

first to trye theyr habilities : and as young
birdes, that be newly crept out of the nest,

by little first to proue theyr tender wyngs,

before they make a greater flyght. So flew

Theocritus, as you may perceiue he was all

ready full fledged. So flew Virgile, as not yet

well feeling his winges. So flew Mantuane, as

being not full somd. So Petrarque. So

Boccace ; So ]\Iarot, Sanazarus, and also

diuers other excellent both Italian and French

Poetes, whose foting this Author euery where

followeth, yet so as few, but they be wel sented

can trace him out. So finally flyeth this our

new Poete, as a bird, whose principals be scarce

growen out, but yet as that in time shall be

liable to kecpe wing with the best.

Now as touching the generall dryft and pur-

pose of his ^'Eglcgues, I mind not to sa\- much,
him selfe labouring to conceale it. Onely this

a[)pcarcth, that his vnstayed yougth had long

wandrcd in the common Labyrinth of Loue, in

which time to mitigate and allay the heate of

his passion, or els to warne (as he sayth) the

young shepheards .s. his equalls and com-
panions of his vnfortunate foil}-, he compiled

these xij. /Eglogues, which for that they be

proportioned to the state of the xij. monethes,

he termeth the SHEPHEARDS CALENDAR,
applying an olde name to a new worke. Here-

unto haue I added a certain Glosse or scholion

for thexposition of old wordes and harder

phrases : which maner of glosing and com-

menting, well I wote, wil seeme straunge and
rare in our tongue : yet for somuch as 1 knew
many excellent and proper deuises both in

wordes and matter would passe in the speedy

course of reading, either as vnknowen, or as

not marked, and that in tliis kind, as in other

we might be equal to the learned of other

nations, I thought good to take the paines

vpon me, the rather for that by meanes of

some familiar acquaintaunce I was made priuie

to his counsell and secret meaning in them, as

also in sundry other w orks of his. \\'hich albeit

I know he nothing so much liateth, as to pro-

mulgate, yet thus much haue I aduentured

vpon his frendship, him selfe being for long

time furre estraunged, hoping that tliis will the

rather occasion him, to put forth diuers other

excellent works of his, which slepe in silence,

as his Dreames, his Legendes, his Court of

Cupide, and sondr\- others ; whose commenda-

tions to set out, were verye vayne ; the thinges

though worthy of many, yet being knowen to

few. These my present paynes if to any they

be pleasurable or profitable, be you iudge, mine

own good ilaister Haruey, to whom 1 haue

both in respect of your worthinesse generally,

and otherwyse Npon some particular and special

considerations voued this my labour, and the

niaydenhead of this our commen frends Poetrie,

himselfe hauing already in the beginning dedi-

cated it to the Noble and worthy Gentleman,

the right worshipfuU ^Ma. Phi. Sidney, a special

fauourer and maintainer of all kind of learning.

Whose cause I pray you Sir, yf Enuie shall stur

vp any wrongful accusasion, defend with your

mighty Rhetorick and other your rare gifts of

learning, as you can, and shield with your good

wil, as }-ou ought, against the malice and

outrage of so many enemies, as I know wilbe

set on fire with the sparks of his kindled glory.

And thus recommending the Author vnto you,

as vnto his most special good frcnd, and my
selfe vnto you both, as one making singuler

account of two so very good and so clioise

frends, I bid you both most hartely farwel,

and commit you and your most cormnendable

studies to the tuicion of the greatest.

Your oiL-ne assuredly to

be comniaunded E. K.
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Post scr

NOw I trust M. Harue}', that vpon sight

of your speciall frends and fellow Poets

doings, or els for enuie of so many vnworthy
Quidams, which catch at the garlond, which to

you alone is dewe, you will be perswaded to

pluck out of the hateful darknessc, those so

many excellent English poemes of yours, which

lye hid, and bring them forth to eternall light.

Trust me you doe both them great wrong, in

depriuing them of the desired sonne, and also

yourselfe,insmootheringyourdeserucdprayses,

and all men generally, in witliliolding from
them so diuine pleasures, which they might
conceiue of your gallant English verses, as they

haue already doen of your Latine Poemes,
which in my opinion both for inuention and
Elocution are very delicate, and superexcellent.

And thus againe, I take my leaue of my good
Mayster Haruey. From my lodging at London
thys 10. of Aprill. 1579.

The general! argument of

tlje \nljole bookc*

Little I hope, needeth me at large to 1

discourse the first Originall of .Eglogues, I

hauing alrcadic touched the same. But for the
|

word .'Eglogues I know is vnknowen to most, I

and also mistaken of some the be^t learned (as
I

they think) I wyll say somewhat thereof, being '

not at all imixjrtinent to my present [)urpose.
j

They were first of the Greekes the inuentours
'

of them called yEglogaj as it were 04701' or
\

alyou6fjLa)i'. \uyoi. ijiat is Guteheards tales. For
although in Virgile and others the speakers

be more siiei)heards, then Gotelieards, yet

Tli'ooritus in whom is more ground of authori-

Uien in Virgile, this specially from that

ling, a.s from the lirst head and welspring

the whole Inuention of his .ICglogues, niaketli

Goteheards the [X-Tsons and authors of his tales.

Tliis being, who sceth not the grossenesse of

'1 as by colour of learning would make vs '

lie tluit they are more rightly termed !

L'Jogai, ;is they would s;iy, extraordinary dis-

courses of vnnecessarie matter, whi< h (hiinition

uIIkj in subslaiince and meaning it iigree with
the nature of the tiling, vcl no whit answeretli

with the (hnSvnts and interpntalion of the
w I'l. For they \iC not termed Eclogues, but

»gues. Which sentence this authour very
I

.. .1 obscruing, vjkih goo<l iudgemeiit, thougn
|indi"e<le few Goteheards haue to doe herein,

'I'lesse (l«nibtcth not to c.il thnn by (he
,

' and Ik'sI knowen najui-. Other curious'

Mirscs hereof I res«.Tue to greater (Hcusion. 1

<• xij. /lulogucs euery where answering to
'

tile se:usons of tl»c twcliic monthes may be well

deuided into three formes or ranckes. For
eyther they be Plaintiue, as the first, the sixt,

the eleuenth, and the twelfth, or recreatiue,

such as al those be, which conceiue matter of

loue, or commendation of sjx'cial personages, or

Moral : which for the most jxirt be iirixed with

some Satyrical bittcrnesse, namely the second

of reuerence dewe to old age, the fif t of coloured

deceipt, the seuenth and ninth of di>solute

shepheards and {)aslours, the tenth of contempt

of Poetrie and pleiusiuuit wits. And to this

diuision may euery thing herein be reasonably

applyed : A few onely exce[)t, whose speciall

l)urpose and meaning 1 am not priuie to. And
thus much generally of these xij. .Eclogues.

Now will we speake |)articularly of all, and first

of the first. Which he calleth by the first

monethes name lanuarie : wherein to some he

may seemc fowly to haue faulted, in that he

crroniously Ixginneth \Nith that nuinelh, which

beginneth not the yeare. For it is wel known,

and stoutely mainteyned with stronge reasons

of tlie learned, that the yeare Ixginneth in

Manh. For then the soiuie rcnewetli his

finished course, and (he seasonable spring

refreshetli the earth, anil the plesauncc theriof

iK'ing buried in the sadnesse of the deail winter

now worneaway, nliueth. This opinion niayn-

teinc the olde Astrologers and I'hilosophers,

namely the reuerend .\ndalti, and Macrobius

in his hol\(la\es of Saturne, which accounipt

also was generally obserued lH)th of lirc( ians

and Konims. Hut siuing the leaue of such

Icurntd heads, we nuiyntuine a cuslome of
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coumpting the seasons from the moneth
lanuary, vpon a more speciall cause, then the

heathen Philosophers euer coulde conceiue,

that is, for the incarnation of our mighty

Sauiour and eternal! redeemer the L. Christ,

who as then renewing the state of the decayed

world, and returmng the compasse of expired

yeres to theyr former date and hrst commence-

ment, left to vs his heires a memoriall of his

birth in the ende of the last yeere and beginning

of the next. Which reckoning, beside that

eternall monument of our saluation, leaneth

also vppon good proofe of special iudgement.

For albeit that in elder times, when as yet the

coumpt of the yere was not perfected, as after-

warde it was by lulius Casar, they began to tel

the monethes from Marches begiiming, and
according to the same God (as is sayd in Scrip-

ture) comaunded the people of the lewes to

count the moneth Abib, that which we call

March, for the first moneth, in remembraunce
that in that moneth he brought them out of

the land of /Egipt : yet according to tradition

of latter times it hath bene otherwise obserued,

both in gouernment of the churcli, and rule of

Mightiest Realmes. For from lulius Csesar who
first obserued the leape yeere which he called

Bissextilem Annum, and brought in to a more
certain course the odde wandring dayes which
of the Grcekes were called vinpliaivivTis. Of
the Romanes intercalares (for in such matter
of learning I am forced to vse the termes of the

learned) the monethes haue bene nombred xij.

which in the first ordinaunce of Romulus were
but tenne, counting but CCCiiij. dayes in euery

yeare, and beginning with March. But Numa
Pompilius, who was the father of al the Romain

I

ceremonies and religion, seeing that reckoning

j

to agree neither with the course of the sonne,

nor of the Moone, therevnto added two

j

monethes, lanuary and February : wherin it

[

seemeth, that wise king minded vpon good

reason to begin the yeare at lanuarie, of him
therefore so called tanquam lanua anni the

gate and entraunce of the yere, or of the name
of the god lanus, to which god for that the old

Paynims attributed the byrth and beginning

of all creatures new comming into the worlde,

it seemeth that he therforc to hun assigned the

beginning and first entraunce of the yeare.

Which account for the most part hath hetherto

continued. Notwithstanding tliat the /Fgip-

tians beginne theyr yeare at September, for

that according to the opinion of the best

Rabbins, and very purpose of the scripture

selfe, God made the worlde in that Moneth,
that is called of tliem Tisri. And therefore he

commaunded them, to keepe the feast of

Pauilions in the end of the yeare, in the xv.

day of the seuenth moneth, which before that

time was the first.

But our Authour respecting nether the sub-

tiltie of thone parte, nor the antiquitie of

thother, thinketh it fittest according to the

simplicitie of commen vnderstanding, to begin

with lanuarie, wening it perhaps no decorum,
that Shepheard should be scene in matter of so

deepe insight, or canuase a case of so doubtful
iudgment. So therefore beginneth he, and so

continueth he throughout.
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yanuarje.

vS^.A£^c^tWv^. ^g/oga prima.

ARGVMENT.

TN this fyrst JE^loii^iie Colin cloutc a shcp-

J- heardcs boy complainelh him of his vn-

fortunate lone, btiu!^ but ncuiy {as semeth)

enattiound oj a coitnlrie lasse called K()s;ilindc :

with u-hich strong ajjtclion bein^ very sore

traueled, he comfuireth his carrfull case to the

Sadde season of the ycare, to the froslie (ground,

to the Jrosen trees, and to his oune uinterheaten

Hoche. And liisllye, jyudiufii htmscljc robbed oj

All as the Shccpe, such was the shcpehcards

looke,

For pale and wanne he was, (alas the while.)

May secnic he lovd, or els some care he tooke :

Well couth he tune his pipe, and frame his stile.

Tho to aTiill his fayntinj^ ilocke he Icdde, ll

And thus him plaviui, the while his sIu'IK" there

fedde.

Ve Gods of lone, tluit pitie loners pa\nie,

(If anv ^,'ods tlie painc of loui-rs pitie :)

L(M)kc from abouv, wliere you in ioycs remaine,

all Jornur fdeasanncc and deli'f^hts, hee breaketh And howc vour can-s vnto my di»Ufull ditlie.

his I'it>e in peeces, and casteth him selje to the I ;\i„l /'^» thou shcplieards Gotl, that once didst

ground. ^^ Icue.

Ciji IV ri/iLiu. 5 k>^^^'^^ I^il»«-' the paincs, that thou thy sclfe didst proue.

AShcjHilicards lx)>'e (no iK'ttcfdocjiim c:ill)[kJ1)ou Ixirrein ground, whome wintirs wrath

whcrt Winters wastful spiijht wfts almost hath wasted.

siK-nt, / _
j

Art nuule a mvrrhour, to iKJiold my pli^^ht :

All in a siinncshinc dav, as did In-fall, iv^
,

LWhilonif thy fresh sprin^j llowrd, and after

Ld forth his llo<k, that h id Ikmk* lorij; vjX'nt. Jv hasted 2\

So faynt they wgj^c-, and feehle in tin- fojd^". v^ Thy somnier |)rowde with DalTailiUics *ii^;ht.

Tliat now (^nnellu^ their leetc could liicin And now is come thy wynters stotmy state,

vphold. -. \
I
Thy muiitlenuird, wherein thou maskctlst late.
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Such rage as winters, reigneth in my heart,

My life bloud friesing with vnkindly cold :

Such stormy stoures do breedemy balefullsmart

,

As if my yeare were wast, and woxen old.

And yet alas, but now my spring begonne,

And yet alas, yt is already donne. 30

You naked trees, whose shady leaues are lost,

Wherein the Jjyrds were wont to l^uild their

bowre

:

And now are clothd with mosse and hoary frost,

In?tede of bloosmes, wherwith your buds did

flowre

:

I see your teares, that from your boughes doe

raine, "

Whose drops in drery ysicles remaine.

All so my lustfull leafe is drye and sere,

My timely buds with wayling all are wasted :

The blossome, which my braunch of youth did

beare.

With breathed sighes is blo\Mie away, and
blasted 40

And from mine eyes the drizling teares descend.

As on your boughes the ysicles ^sgend.. u*\

Thou feebleflocke,whose fleece is rough and rent,

Whose knees are weake through fast and euill

. fare

:

Mayst witnesse well by thy ill gouernement.

Thy maysters mind is ouercome with care.

Thou weake, I wanne : thou leane, I quite

forlorne

:

With mourning pyne I, you with pyning

mourne. , ^ Mvhich
.X^^vT Arose,

££ulniower, .vhn<;pA thousand sithes I curse that ffirpft^l

Wherein I longd the neighbour towne to see :

And eke tcnne thousand sithes I blesse the

stoure, 51

Wherem I sawe so fayre a sight, as shee.

Yet all for naught : such sight hath bred my
bane.

All God, that loue should breede both iov and
payne.

It is not Hobbinol, wherefore I plaine,

Albee my loue he seeke with da)-ly suit

;

His clownish gifts and curtsies 1 disdaine,

His kiddcs, his cracknelles, and his early fruit.

Ah foolish Hobbinol, thy gyfts bene vayne :

Colin them giues to Rosalind againe. 60

I loue thilke lasse, (alas why doe I Igue ?) » ^^i

And am forlorne, (alas why am I lorne ?) ,
0'

Shee deignes not my good v>i.\\, but doth

reproue,

And of my rurall musick holdeth scorne. -.

Shepheards deuise she hatcth as the snake, -*

And laughes the songes, that Colin Clout doth

make.

Wlierefore my pype, albee rude Pan thou

please,

Yet for thou pleasest not, where most I would :

And thou vnlucky Muse, that wontst to ease

My musing mynd, yet canst not, when thou

should

:

70

Both pype and Muse, shall sore the while abye.

So broke his oaten pype, and downe dyd lye.

By that, the wclked Plwbus gan availc, b

His weary waine, and nowe the frosty Night

Pier mantle black through heauen gan ouer-

haile.

seene, the pensife boy halfe in despight

and homeward droue his sonncd shecpe,

Whose hanging heads did seeme his careful 1 case

toweepe. ,^^^^.

CoHns Embleme.
Anchora speme.

,

"WfJ^ v\**At^^ ^
GLOSSE.

COLIN CLOVTE) is a name not ji^reatly vsed,
and ytt liaue I sent* a Poesie of M. Slccltons

vnder that title. But indet:de the word Colin is

Frenche, and vsed of the French Poete Marot
(if he be worthy of the name of a Poete) in

acertcin .^jjloj^^ue. Vnder wiiich name tl-.is Poett;

secretly shadoweth himself, as sometime did
Virgil vnder tlie name of Tityrus, thinking it

mucli fitter, tlien such Latine names, for the great
vnlikel)lioode of the language.

vnnetlies) scarcely.

couthe) comtneth of the verbe Conne, that is, to
know or to haue skill. As well internreteth the
same the worthy Sir Tho. Smitth in his booke of
gouerment : wherof I haue a perfect copie in

wryting, lent me by his kinseman, and my verye

sinarular g;ood freend, M. Gabriel Haruey : as
also of some other his most graue and excellent
wrytiiigs.

Sythe) time. Neijrhbour towne) the next towne :

expressing the Latine Yicina.
Stoure) a fitt. Sere) withered.
His clownish gyfts) imitateth Virgils verse,

Rusticus es Corydon, nee munera curat Alexis.
Hobbinol) is a fained country name, whenby, it

being SO comtiiune and \suall, seemeih to be
hidden the person of some his very speciall and
most familiar freend, whom he entirely and
extraordinarily beloued, as peraduenture shall

be more largely declared hereafter. In thys place
si>emeth to be some sauour of disorderly loue,

which the learned call pajderasticc : but it is
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gathered beside his meaning. For who that hath
red Plato his dialogue calK-d Alcybiades. Xcno-
phun and Maximus Tyrius of Socrates opinions,

may easily perceiue, that such loue is inuclie to

be alowecl and liked ot, specially so meant, as
Socrates vsed it : w ho savth. that in deede he
loued Alcybiades extremely, yet not Alcybiades
person, but hys soule, which is Alcybiades owne
selfe. And so is ptederastice much to be pr.e-

ferred before gynerastice, that is the loue whiche
enflameth men with lust toward woman kind.

But yet let no man thinke. that herein I stand
with Lucian or hys deuelisli disciple Vnico
Aretino, in defence of execrable and horrible

sinnes of forbidilen and \nlawful fleshlinesse.

Whose abominable errour is fully confuted of
Perionius, and others.

I loue) a prety Epanorthosis in these two verses,
and withall a Paronomasia or playing with the
•word, where he sayth (1 loue thilke lasse (alas A:c.

Rosalincje) is also a feigmd name, which being
wel ordered, wil bewray the very name of hys

loue and mistresse, whom by that name he
coloureth. So as Ouide shadoweth h3s loue
vnder the name of Corynna, which of some is

supposed to be lulia, themperor Augustus his

daughter, and wyfe to Agryppa. So doth
Aruiitius Stella euerv where call his Ladv Asteris
and lanthis. albe it is wel knowen that her right
name was Violantilla: as witnesseth Statius in

his Epithalamium. And so the famous Paragone
of Italv, Madonna CGeiia in her letters enuel-
opeth fier selfe vncler the name of Zima : and
Petrona vnder the name of Bellochia. And this

generally hath bene a common custome of
counterfeicting the names of secret Personages.

Auail) bring downe.
Embleme.

Ouerhaile) drawe ouer.
His Embleme or Poesye is here vnder added in

Italian, Anchora speme r the meaning wherof is,

that notwithstande his extreme passion and luck-

lesse loue, jet leaning on hope, he is some what
recomforteu.

Febj^uarie.

ar(;vmi:nt.

''J
^11is Aivijogue israOiet ttiorall and ^cnerull,

I ihrtt bnil to any secrete or particular pur-

pose. It spiciallv contrynclh a tliscourse of old

Oi^r, in the prrsonc of 'Vhi-noi an olde Shepheard,

who for his croohcdni\sc and vnlusitnr%se, is

scorned r-»/('»i(l<lio an vnhappv llrardntans hnye.

The nuittrr very well accordeth uith the season of

the vioncth, the ycarc fio-w droupins;, and as it

were, drawing to his last at^e. For as in this

time of veare, so then in our Imiies there is a dry

and withering cold, which coni:ealeth the eritdled

blood, and frieseth the uethcrbealcn flesh, with

stormes of Fortune, and hoarc frosts of Care.

To which purpose the olde man telleth a tale of

the (hike anil the Ihver, so liuely and S"feelin(:l\'f

as if the thinf* were set forth in some Ticiure

before our eyes, ntore pUiinly could twt appeart.
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CVDDIE. Thenot.

AH for pittie, wil rancke Winters rage, ^ ^

These bitter blasts neuer ginne tasswage ?

CVDDIE.

:'^ Ah fooUsh old man, I scorne thy skill,

That vvouldestme ,my springing youngth to spil.

^ The kene cold blowes through my beaten hyde, ,'4 deeme, thy braine emperished bee

All as I were through the body gryde. y '

My ragged rontes all shiver and shake, i^

As doen high Towers in an earthquake

:

y

Perke as Peacock : but nowe it auales.

/ V Thenot.

Le\ydly complainest thou laesie ladde,

oaV

Of Winters wrackq, for mak/ng thee sadd^i 10

Must not the world wend in his commun course

From good to badd, and from badde to worse,

From worse vnto tliat is worst of all.

And then returne to his former fall ?

Who will not suffer the stormy time.

Where will he Hue tyll the lusty prime ?

Selfe haue I worne out thrise threttie yeares,

Some in much ioy, many in many tearcs :

Yet neuer complained of cold nor heate,

Of Sommers flame, nor of Winters threat

:

Ne euer was to Fortune foeman,

But gently tooke, that vngently came.

And euer my flocke was my chiefe care,

Winter or Sommer they mought well fare.

\ CVDDIE.

iV^ 'No marueile Thenot, if thou can beare

Cherefully the Winters wrathful 1 cheare :

For Age and Winter accord full nie.

Through rusty elde, that hath rotted thee :

Or sicker thy head veray tottie is,

So on thy corbe shoulder it leanes amisse. ^

They wont in the wind wagge their wrigle tailes, ^'ow thy selTe hast lost both lopp and topp, '0

,^-' Als my budding braunch thou wouldest cropp

:

But were thy yeares greene, as now bene myne,
To other delights they would encline. 60

Tho wouldest thou learne to caroU of Loue,
And hery with hymncs thy lasses gloue. \\

Tho wouldest thou pype oiPhvUis prayse :

But Phyllis is myne for many aayes :

I wonne her with a gyrdle of gelt, ;

Embost with buegle about the Belt.

Such an one shepeheardswoulde make fullfaine

:

Such an one would make thee younge againe.

Thenot.

Thou art a fon, of thy loue to boste,

All that is lent to loue, wyll be lost. 70

CVDDIE. 4

Seest, howe brag yond Bullocke beares,

So smirke, so smoothe, his pricked eares ?

His horncs bene as broadc, as Rainebowe bent,

His dewelap as lythe, as lasse of Kent.

See howe he venteth into the wynd.
>~-~iVeenest of loue is not his mynd ?

20

This chill, that cold, this crooked, that wr>ie>^::So lustlesse bene they, so weake so wan,

f^

And as the lowring Wether lookes downe.
So semest thou like good fryday to frowne. 3S
But my flowring youth is foe to frost, ' '

V3Iy shippe vnwont in stormes to be tost. ^
V Thenot. ^

The soueraigne of seas he blames in vaine.

That once seabeate, will to sea againe.

So loytring Hue you little heardgroomes.
Keeping your beastcs in the budded broomes :

And when the shining sunne laugheth once.
You deemen, the S[)ring is come attonce.

Tho gynne you, fond flyes, the cold to scorne.
And crowing in py[)cs made of greene corne.
You thinken to be Lords of tlie yeare. 41
But eft, when ye covint you freed from feare,

*^ Comes the breme winter with chamfred browes.
Full of wrinckles and frostie furrowes :

Drerily shooting his stormy darte,
Which cruddlcs the blood, and pricks the harte.
Then is your carelcsse corage accoied, ^,

Your careful! heards with cold bene annoicd.
Then paye you the price of your surquedrie,
With weeping, and wayling, and misery. 50

'^

Seemeth thy flocke thy counsell can,

Clothed with cold, and hoary wytli frost.

Thy flocks father his corage hath lost

:

So

Thy Ewes, that wont to haue blowen bags,

Like wailefuU widdowes hangen their crags

:

The rather Lambes bene starued with cold,

All for their Maister is lustlesse and old.

Thenot.

Cuddie, I wote thou kenst little good.

So vainely taduaunce thy headlcsse hood.

For Youngth is a bubble blown \p with breath,

Whose witt is weakencsse, whose wage is death,

\\liosewayiswildernesse,whoseynnePcnaunce,

And stoopegallaunt Age the hoste of Greeu-

aunce. 90
But sliall I tcl thee a tale of truth, f ju

Which I cond of Tilyrus in my youth, QM^^^
Keeping his sheepe on the hi Is of Kent ?

CVDDIE.

To nought more Thenot, my mind is bent,

Then to heare nouells of his deuise

:

They bene so well thev,cd, and so wise, ^
^'

What euer that good old man bespak^.

i ^liC^ V*

*a^i
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Thenot.

Many meete tales of youth did he make,

And some of loue, and some of cheualrie :

But none fitter then this to appUe. 100

Nov.- Usten a \vhile, and hearken the end.

Tllere grewe an aged Tree on the greene,

A goodly Oake sometime had it bene.

With armes full strong and largely displayd,

But of their kaues they were disarasde :

The bodie bigge, and mightely pight,

Throughly rooted, and of wonderous hight

:

W'hilome had bene the King of the field,

Aiid mochell mast to the husband did yielde.

Pleaseth you ponder your SuppHanis plaint,

Caused of wrong, and cruell constraint.

Which I your poore \'assall dayly endure :

And but your goodnes the same recure,

Am like for desperate dpole to dye,

Through felonous force of mine enemie.

Greatly aghast with this piteous plea.

Him rested the goodman on the lea.

And badde the Brere in his plaint proceede.

With pahited words tho gan this proude weede,

(As most vsen Ambitious folke :) 161

ilis colowred crime with craft to cloke.

Ah my soueraigne. Lord of creatures all,

Thou placer of plants both humble and tall,

And with his nuts larded many swine. no Was not 1 planted of thine owne hand.

But now the gray mosse marred his rine.

His yared boughes werejieaten with stormes.

His topjx; was bald, andpasted with \i_ormes.

His honor decayed, liis braunches sere.

Hard by his side grewe a bragging brere,

Which proudly thrust into Thelement, I

And seemed to threat the Firmament.

Yt was enibellisht with blossomes fayre.

And thereto aye wonned to repayre

[

The shepheards daugiiters, to gather flowres.

To jx-'inct their girlonds with his colowres. 121

And in his small busiies vsed to shrowde

Tlie sweete Nigiitingale singing so lowde :

Wliich made this foolish Brere wexe so bold.

That on a time he cast him to scold,

And sneljbe tlie good Oake, for he was old.

Why^tandst tliere (quoth he) thou brutish

blocke ?

Norfurfruict,norforshadoweserucsthystocke:

To be the primrose of all thy land.

With llowring blossomes, to furnish the prime,

And scarlot berries in Sommer time ?

How falls it then, that this faded Oake,

Whose bodie is sere, whose braunches broke.

Whose naked Armes stretch vnlo the f\re, 171

Vnto such tyrannic doth aspire :

Hindering with his shade my louely Ught,

And robbing me of the swete sonnes sight ?

So beate his old boughes my tender side,

That oftthebloudspringeth fromwoundeswyde:
' \'ntimely my llowres forced to fall,

' That bene the honor of your CoronJll.

And oft he lets his cancker wonnes light

\'pon my braunches, to worke me more spight

:

And oft his hoarie locks downe doth cast, iSi

Wiiere with my fresh llowretts bene defast.

For this, and many more such outrage.

Craning your goodlihuid to aswage

The ranckorous rigDur uf his miglil.Seest, how fresh my flowers bene spredde,

il^yed in Lilly wiiile, and Cremsin redde, 130 Nought aske I, but onely to hold my right

With Leaues engrained in lusty greene, _ Submitting me to your good sulTerancc,

C«jlours meete to clothe a nuiydep Queeiic.f,^*'

Thy wast bignes but coml>ers tile grownd, ^

And <Hrks tlie beauty oi my blossomes rownd.

The moiildie mosse, wlii<h tliee accloielh.

My Sinamcju smell too much aiinoielh.

\\ herefore soone I rede thee, hence rmioue,

Least thou the |)rice of my disphasure proue.

So si)ake this l)ol(l i>rere with great disdaine :

Little him answered the Oake againe, 140

But yielded, with shame and greefe adiiwed,

'J'hat of a wi-ede he was ouercrawed

\'t chaunced after \ixm a day,

The Ilus-bandman selfe to (onie that w
Of nistome for to^Tuewe his grown«

And his trees of stale in comiiasse rownd.

Him when the s|iiufull l)rere hatl esi>yed,

Oiuslchse complained, and lowdly cryed

Vnto his Lord, stitriny vp sterne strife :

O my liege Lord, the Cou of my

?>'

lie. 150

And praying to be garded from greeuance.

To this the Oake cast him to replie

Well as he couth : but his enemie 190

Had kindlid such coles of displeasure,

Tliat tlie gtKKl man noulde stay his hasure,

But home him hastid with furious heate,

Lncrtasing his wiatli with many a ihreate.

His harmefull ilatehet he hent in li.uid,

(Alas, that it so ready should staid)

Anil to the field alone he si>eetlelh.

(Av little heliic to harme there needeth)

300
^iger noiild let himspeake to the tree,

^/•^'l^iiaiiiiter his rage moiight c»H>led bee :

But to the r<H)ie Iniit his stiinly stroke.

And maile maiiv wounds in the wxsl 0;ikc

'Ihe .\xes edge ilid oft turiie agaiiie.

As halfe viiwilliiig to cutle the graiiu*:

Seined, the seiuelesse vron dyd feare,

Or to wrong holy eld Jid forlxiirc.

M
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^

For it had bene an auncient tree,

Sacred with many a mysteree,

And often crost with the priestes crewe,

And often halowed with holy water dewe. 210
But sike fancies weren foolerie,

And broughten this Oake to this miserye.

For nought niought they qui tten him from decay

:

For fiercely the good man at him did laye.

The blocke oft groned vnder the blow,
And sighed to see his nearc ouerthrow.
In hue the Steele had pierced his pitth,

Tho downe to the earth he fell forthwith

:

His wonderous weightmade thegroundetoquake,
Thearth shronke vnder him, a'nd seemed to

shake. 220
There lyeth the Oake, pitied of none.

Now stands the Brere like a Lord alone, '2^

Puffed vp with pryde and vaine plcasaunce rT

But all this glee had no continuaunce.'"*

- \ For eftsones Winter gan to approche,
^^\^The blustring Boreas did encroche,

* And beate vpon'the solitarie Brere :

For nowe no succoure was scene him nere.

Now gan he repent his pryde to late :

For naked left and disconsolate, 230

The byting frost nipt his stalke dead.

The watrie wette weighed downe his head.

And heaped snowe burdned him so sore.

That nowe vpright he can stand no more

:

And being downe, is trodde in the durt

Of cattell, and bronzed, and sorely hurt.

Such was tli^end of this Ambitious brere,

For scorning Eld
CVDDIE.

Now I pray thee shepheard, tel it not forth :

Here is a long tale, and little worth. 240

So lon^e haue I listened to thy speche,

That grafted to the ground is my breche :

My hartblood is welnigh frorne I feele,

'

And my galage growne fast to my heele :
'

But little ease of thy lewd tale I tasted.

Hye thee home shepheard, the day is nigh

wasted.

Thenots Embleme.

Iddio perche e vecchio,

Fa suoi al siio cssempio.

Cuddies Embleme. 250

Niiino vecchio,

Spaventa Iddio.

GLOSSE.

Kene) sharpe.
Gride) perced : an olde word much vsed of Lidgate,
but not found (that I know of) in Chaucer.

Ronts) younof bullocki's.

Wracke) ruine or Violence, \vhence commeth sliip

wracke : and not wreake, that is vengeaunce or
wrath.

Foeman) a foe.

Thenot) the name of a shepheard in Marot his
^glogues.

The soueraigne of Seas) is Neptune the God of tin-

seas. The saying is borowcd of Mimus Publi-
anus, which vsed this prouerb in a verse.

Improbe Neptunum accusat, qui iterum naufragiuni
facit.

H<ardgromes) Chaucers verse almost whole.
Fond Flyfs) He compareth carelesse sluggardes
or ill husbandmen to flyes, that so soone as the
sunne shineth, or yt wexoth any thing warme,
begin to flye abroade, when sodeinly they be
oucrtaken with told.

But eft when) A verye excellent and liuely descrip-
tion of Winter, so as may bee indifferently taken,
pyther for old Age, or for Winter season.

Brcme) chill, bitter.

Cliamfrcd) cliapt, or wrinckled.
Accoied' plucked downe and daunted.
Suniuctlrie) pryde. Eldc) olde age.
Sicker) sure. Tottie) wauering.
Corbe) crooked. Herie) worshippe.
Phyllis) the name of some maydi> vnknowcn, whom
Cuddie, whose person is secrete, loued. The
name is vsuall in Theocritus, Virgile, and
Mantuane.

Bclte) a girdle or wast band. A fon) a foole.

lythe) soft and gentile.

Venteth) snuffeth in the wind.
Thy flocks Father) the Ramme. Crags) neckes.
Rather Lambes) that be ewed early in the begin-
ning of the yeare.

Youth is) A verve moral and pitthy Allegorie of
youth, and the lustes thereof, compared to a
w( arie wayfaring man.

Tityrus) I suppose he meane Chaucer, whose prayse
for pleasauiit tales cannot dye, so long as the
memorie of hys name shal liue, and the name of
Poetrie shal endure.

Well thewed) that is, Bene moratae, full of morall
\\ isenesse.

There grcw)This tale of the Onke and the Brere, he
tclletl) as learned of Chaucer, but iti s cieanc in

another kind, and rather like to .(Esopes fables.

It is very excellente for pleasaunt descriptions,
being altogether a certaine Icon or Hypotyposis
of disdainful! younkers.

Fmbellisht) beautified and adorned.
To wonne) to haunt or frequent. Sneb) checke.
Why standst) The speach is scorneful and very
presumptuous.

Engrained) dyed in grain.

Accloieth) cneombrcth.
Adawed) daunted and confounded.
Trees of state) taller trees £itt<! for timber wood.
"terne strife) said Chaucer .s. fell and sturdy.
O my liege) A maner of suj plication, Nvherein is

kindly coloured the affection and speache of
Ambitious nun.

Coronall) Ciarlande. Flourets) young blossomes.

.

The Primrose) The chiefe and worthiest.

< , .

' * »l*^

\
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Naked armes) metaphorically merit of the bare
boughes, spoyled of leaues. This coloiirably he
speaketh, as adiudgingr hvm to the fyre.

The blood) spoken of a blocke, as it were of a
liuing creature, figuratiuely, and (as they saye)
Kar eifcacTMOi'.

Hoarie lockes) metaphoricallv for withered leaues.

Hent) caught. Xould for would not.

Ay) euermore. Wounds; jjaihes.

Enaunter) least that.

The priestes crewe) holy water pott, wherewith the

popishe priest vsed to spjincklt! and hallowe the

trees from mischaunce. Sucli blinducsse was in

those times, which the Poete supposeth, to haue
bene the finall decay of this auncient Oakc.

The blocke oft gronedi A liuclye figure, whiche
geueth sence and feeling to v.'.sensible creatures,

as Virgile also sayeth : Saxa gemunt grauido iS:c.

Boreas) The Nortnerne W3nd, that bringeth the

moste stormie weather.
Glee) chere and iollitie.

For scorning Eld) And minding (as shoulde seme)
to haue made ryme to the former verse, he is

conningly rutte of by Cuddye, as disdayning to
here any more.

Galage) a startuppe or clownish shoe.

Embleme.

This embleme is spoken of Thcnot, as a moral of

his former tale : namelye, that God, which is

himselfe most aged, being before al ages, and
without beginninge, maketli those, wJiom he
lou< th like to himselfe, in heaping yeares vnto
theyre dayes, and blessing them wytli longe lyfe.

For the l)lessing of age is not giuen to all, but
vnto those, whome Go<l will so b!<sse : and albeit

that many euil men reach*' vnto such fulnesse of

yeares, and some also wexe olde in myserie and

thraldome, yet therefore is not age euer the lesse
blessing. For euen to such euill men such
numbi-r of yeares is added, that thev mav in
their last dayes repent, and come to their first

home. So the olil man checketh the rashheaded
boy, for despysing his gray and frostye heares.

Whom Cuddye dotli counterbuflf with a bvting and
bitter prouerbe, spoken indeede at the first in

contempt of old age generally. For it was an
old opinion, and yet is continued in some mens
conceipt, that men of yeares haue no feare of god
at al, or not so much as younger folke. For
that being rypened with long experience, and
hauing passed many bitter brunts and blastes of
vengeaunce, they dread no stormes of Fortune,
nor wrathe of Gods, nor daunger of menne, as
being eyther by longe and ripe wisedome armed
against all mischaunces and aduersitie, or with
much trouble hardened against all troublesome
tvdcs : lyke vnto the Ape, of which is sayd in

.itsops fables, that oftentimes meeting the Lyon,
he was at first sore aghast and dismayed at the
grimnes and austeritie of hys countenance, but
at last being acquainted with his lookes, he was
so furrp from fearing him, that he would familiarly
gybe and iest with him : Suche longe experience
breedeth in some men securitie. Although it

please Erasimus a great clerke and good old
father, more fatherly and fauourablye to construe
it in his Adages for his own behoofe, That by
the prouerbe Nemo Senex metuit louem, is not
meant, that old men haue no feare of God at al.

but that they be furre from superstition and
Idolatrous regard of false Gods, as is lupiter.

But his greate learning notwithstanding, it is to
plaine, to be gain^ayd, that olde men are muche
more enclined to such fond fooleries, then younger
hcades.
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Mgloga Inertia,

ARGVMENT.

/iV this Mglogxie two shephcards hoyes taking

occasion oj the season, beginne to niake

purpose oj hue and other plesaunce, which to

springtime is most agreeable. The speciall mean-
ing hereof is, to giue certaine markes and tokens,

to know Ciipide the Poets God of Loue. Bui
more particularlye I thinke, in the person of

^Thomalin is meant some secrete freend, who
scorned Loue and his knights so long, till at

length him selfe was entangled, and vmvares
wounded with the dart of some beautifull regard,

which is Cupides arroiae.

y^

WillYE THOftLVLIN.

' I ^Hom^linj why syken we soe, 0-
^i. As wcren ouerwent U'ith woe, j^

J Vporij so fayre a inqrow ? :..

j^
The foyous rim(i now nigheth fast, c^

1/ Tliat shalfaleggeHhis b^t^cr blast,.^

L And slake the winters sorowe. ^
"'f^IOMALIN.

Sicker Willye, thou warnest well

:

For Winters wratli beginnes to quell,

10

^

And pleasant spring appeareth.
The grasse nowe ginnes to be refresht,

The Swallow peepes out of her nest.

And clowdie Welkin cleareth.

WlLLYE.

Seest not thilke same Hawthorne studde, ^
How bragly it beginnes to budde.
And vtter his tender head ?

Flora now calleth forth eche flower,

And bids make ready Maias bowre.
That newe is vpryst from bedde.

Tho shall we sporten in delight,

And Icarne with Lettice to wexe light.

That scornefully lookes askaunce,
Tho will we little Loue awake,
That nowe slcepeth in Lethe lake.

And pray him leaden our daunce.

TlIOMALIN.

Willye, I wene thou bee assott

:

For lustie Loue still slcepeth not,

But is abroad at his game.

Willye.

How kenst thou, that he is awoke ?

Or hast thy selfe his slomber broke ?

Or made preuie to the same ? 30

20
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Thomalin.

X. 1. but happely I hym spyde,

Where in a bush he did him hide,

With winges of purple and blewe.

And were not, that my shecpe would stray,

The preuie marks I would bewray,
Whereby by chaunce I him knewe.

WiLLYE.

Thomalin, haue no care for thy,

My selfe will haue a double eye,

Ylike to my flocke and thine

:

For als at home I haue a syre, 40
A stepdame eke as whott as fyre,

That dewly adayes counts mine. \

Thomalin.

Nay, but thy seeing will not serue.

My sheepe for that may chaunce to swerue,

And fall into some mischiefe.

For sithens is but the third morowe.
That I chaunst to fall a slccpc with sorowc.

And waked againe with griefe :

Tlie while thilke same vnhappye Ewe,
Whose clouted legge her hurt doth shewe, 50

Fell headlong into a dell.

And there vnioyntcd both her bones :

Mought her nccke bene ioyntcd attori^es, •

She shoulde haue necde no more sjxill.

Thelf was so wanton and so wood, ,,

(But now I trowe can better good)

She mought ne gang on the grccne.

WiLLYE.

Let he, as may be, that is past

:

Tluil is to come, let be forecast.

Now tell vs, what thou hast scene. 60

Thomalin.

It was vpon a holiday,

Wlicn slupheardes gr(H)mes luin Icaue to playe,
I cast to goc a sluMjting.

Long wandririg vp and downe thr land,

VS'ith lx)wc and bolts in eitiur hand,
I'or birds i[i bushes l(K)liiig :

At length within an Vuie tiMJdc -

(There shrouded w:ls the little God)
I heard a busie bustling.

I bent luy l)olt Jigainst thcl^ush, 70
Listening IT any thing «li(l rushe,

I'ul then heard no more rustling.

Tlio jKe|iing close into the thit ke,

MilOit see the mouing of some «|uickc,

W^hose shape appeared not

:

But were it faerie, feend, or snake,

My courage earnd it to awake.
And manfully thereat shotte.

W'ith that sprong forth a naked swa\Tie,

With spotted winges like Peacocks trayne, 80

And laughing lope to a tree.

His gvdden quiuer at his backe,

And siluer bowe, which was but slacke.

Which lightly he bent at me.
That seeing, 1 leuelde againe.

And shott at him with might and maine.

As thicke, as it had hayled.

So long I shott, that al was spent

:

Tho pumie stones I hastly hent,

And fhrewe : but nought availed : 90
He was so wimble, and so iijght.

From bough to bough he lepped light.

And oft the pumies latched. ';

Therewith affrayd I ranne away :

But he, that earst secmd but to playe,

A shaft in earnest snatched, , ^ 1 I a j

And hit me running in the heele : {j^X^^^i-^*-*"^

For then I little smart did feele :

But soone it sore encreascd.

And now it ranckleth more and more, ico

And inwardly it festrcth sore,

Ne wote 1, how to cease it.

WiLLYE.

Thomalin, I pittie thy plight.

I'erdie with loue thou diddtst fight

:

I know him by a token.

For once I heard my father say.

How he him caught \\)0\\ a day,

(Whereof he w ilbe wroken)

Entangled in a fowUng net,

Which he for airrion Crowes had set, no
That in our IVeretree hauntid.

Tho sayd, he was a wingeil lad.

Hut bowe and shafts ;us tiu-n none had :

Els had lie sore W daunted.

Hut see the Welkin thicks apace,

And slou|>ing I'luhus steejKS his face :

\'ts lime to liast vs homeward.

Willyes EmbUmc.
To he uisr atul ckf to loue.

Is i^riiuttldl sutne to (iod ahoue. 1 20

Thomalins EmbUnte.

Of Hofiy iitiJ of lliiuli- iM loue there is store .*

ihe Uouyc is vunh, huL tlu Gaule is v.ore.
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GLOSS.

THIS iEglogue seemeth somewhat to resemble

that same of Theocritus, wherein the boy likewise

telling the old man, that he had shot at a winged
hoy in a tree, was by hym warned, to beware of

mischiefe to cotr.e.

Ouer went) ouergone.
Alegge) to lessen or aswage.
To quell) to abate. Welkin) the skie.

The swallow) which bird vseth to be counted the

messenger, and as it were, the fore runner of

springe.
Flora) the Goddesse of flowres, but indede (as saith

Tacitus) a famous harlot, which with the abuse

of her body hauing gotten great riches, made the

people of Rome her heyre : w ho in remembraunce
of so great beneficence, appointed a yearely feste

for the memoriall of her, calling her, not as she

was, nor as some doe think, Andronica, but

Flora: making her the Goddesse of all floures,

and doing verely to her solemne sacrifice.

Maias bowre) that is the pleasaunt fielde, or rather

the Maye bushes. Maia is a Goddes and the

mother of Mercurie, in honour of whome tha

moneth of Maye is of her name so called, as

sayth Macrobius.
Lettice) the name of some country lasse.

Ascaunce) askewe or asquint.

For thy) therefore.

Lethe) is a lake in hell, which the Poetes call the

lake of forgetful nes. For Lethe signifieth forget-

fulnes. Wherein the soules being dipped, did

forget the cares of tlieir former lyfe. So that by
loue sleeping in Lethe lake, he meaneth he was
almost forgotten and out of knowledge, by reason

of winters hardnesse, when al pleasures, as it

were, sleepe and weare oute of mynde.
Assotte) to dote.

His slomber) To breake Loues slomber, is to exer-

cise the delightes of Loue and wanton pleasures.

Winges of purple) so is he feyned of the Poetes.

For als) he imitateth Virgils verse.

Est miiii namque domi pater, est iniusta nouerca 6:c.

A dell) a hole in the ground.
Spell) is a kinde of verse or charme, that in elder

tymes they vsed often to say ouer euery thing,

that they would iiaue preserued, as the Niglitspel

for theeues, and the woodspeil. And herehence
I thinke is named the gospell, as it were Gods
spell or worde. And so sayth Chaucer, Listcneth
Lordings to my spell.

Gange) goe. An Yuie todde> a thicke bushe.
Swame) a bove: For so is he described of the

Poetes, to be a boye .s. alwayes freshe and
lustie : blindfolded, because he inaketh no differ-

ence of Personages: wyth diuers coloured \\ inges,

.8. ful of flying fancies : with bowe and arrow,
that is with glaunce of beautye, wliich prvcketh
^s a forked arrowe. He is sayd also to iiaue

shafts, some leaden, some golden : that is, both
pleasure for the gracious and loued, and sorow
for the louer that is disdayned or forsaken. But
who liste more at large to behold Cupids colours
and furniture, let him reade etlier Propertius, or
Moschus his Idyllion of wandring loue, being
now most e.xcellentlv translated into Latine by
the singuler learned man Angelus Politianus:
wliych worke I haue scene amongst other of
thys Poets doings, very wel translated also into
Englishe Rymes.

Wimble and wighte) Quicke and deliuer.

In the heele) is very Poetically spoken, and not
without speciall iudgement. For I remember,
that in Homer it is sayd of Thetis, that shee
tooke her Aoung babe Achilles being newely
borne, and holding him by the heele, dipped him
in the Riuer of Styx. Tiie vei tue whereof is, to
defend and keepe the bodycs washed therein
from any mortall wound. So Achilles being
washed al ouer, saue onely his hele, by whicli his

motlier held, was in the rest invulnerable: tlier-

fore by Paris \\as feyned to bee shotte with a
Coysoned arrowe in the heele, wliiles he was
usie about tlie marying of Polyxena in the

temple of Apollo. Which mysticall fable Eusta-
lliius vnfolding, sayth: that'by wounding in the
hele, is meant lustluU loue. For from the heele
(as say the best Phisitions) to the preuie partes
there passe certaine \ eines and slender synnew es,

as also the like come from the head, and are
carryed lyke little pypes behynd the eares : so
that (as sayth Hipocrates) yf those veynes there
be cut a sonder, the partie straighte becommeth

. cold and vnfruiteful. Wliich reason our Poete
wel weighing, maketh tiiis shepheards bove of
purpose to be wounded by Loue in the heele.

Latched) cauglit. Wroken) reuenged.
For once) In this tale is sette out the simplicityeof
sheplieards opinion of Loue.

Stouping Phaibus) Is a Periphrasis of the sunne
setting.

Embleme.
Hereby is meant, that all the delights of Loue,
wherein wanton youtii walloweth, be but follve
mixt with bitternesse, and sorow sawced with
rcpentaunce. For besides that the very affection
of Loue it selfe tormenteth the mynde, and
\ exeth the body many wayes, with vnrestlulnesse
all night, and wearines all day, seeking for that
we can not haue, and fyiiding that we would not
haue : euen the selfe things which best before vs
lyked, in course of time and chaung of ryper
yeares, \\ hiche also therewithal! chaungeth our
wontea lyking and former fantasies, will then
seeme lothsome and breede Asannovaunce, when
vougthes Jlowre is withered, and we fynde our
bodyes and wits aunswere not to suclie vayne
ioUitie and lustful! pleasaunce.
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Aprill.

^31

/Egloga

ARGVMENT.

777/5 /Eglo^ue is purposely intetidcd to the

honor and prayse of our most gracious

souerci^ne, Qiieene Elizabeth. The speakers

herein be Ilobbinoll and Thenott, two shcp-

heardes : the which Ilobbinoll beim^ before men-
tioned, greatly to haue loiud Colin, is here set

forth more largely, complayning hnn of that boyes

great viisaduenture in luiue, 'uhertby his vivnd

was alienate and with drawen not onely from
him, who mosle loucd him, but also from all

former delightes and studies, aywell in plea-

saunt pyping, as conning ryming and singing,

and other his laudable exercises. Whereby he

taketh occasion, for proofe of his more exccllencie

and skill in poctrie, to recordc a songe, 'uhich the

sayd Colin sometime made in honor of her

Miiicstie, whom abruptrly he termcth ICly^a.

Tit I. NOT. IIolUlINOLI..

TLll n.c gixA II(»l>I)iiiiilI, what ^urrcs tlicc

\\li;ii .' hath^orne Wtilfc thy tender Lambcs
ytorm- f h

Orisiliy l?;i^,'|>y|M-I)r(>kf.ili:it scnnidcssoswcctc?^
Or art th<>i| <>i thy loucU Ui.'>sc lorlornc ?^,

uarta.

Or bene thine eyes attempred to the yeare,

Quenching the gasjiing furrowcs thir&t with

rasne ?

Like April shoure,sostremes the trickling tcares
Adowne thy chcckc, to (lucnche thy thristye

payne.

IIonniNOLL.

Nor ihys, nor that, so nuichc doeth make me
mourne,

But for the ladde, whome long I lovd so deare,

Nowe loues u lasse, tliat all liis loue doth
scorne

:

1

1

lie |)l<)iigtl in payne, his tressed locks dooth
teare.

Shepheards delights he dooih thcni all for-

sweare,

Ilys plexviunt ri|x\\vhychnKule vs nuTinient.

He wylhillv h.ilh hmkr. ami tioth loiUaie
IIi.s wonted songs, wherein he all oulwcnl.

Til KNOT.

Wliat is Jie for a Lidde, you so lament ?

VsToue such pinihuig luiyne to them, tluxt

proue ?

And hath he skill to make so excellent,

Vet hath so little skill to brvdle Knte ? ro
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HOBBINOLL.

Colin thou kenst, the Southerne shepheardes

boye

:

Him Loue hath wounded with a deadly darte.

^ Wliilome on him was all my care and ioye,

Forcing with gyfts to winne his wanton heart.

But now from me hys madding mynd is starte,

Andwoes theWiddowes daughter of the glenne

:

So nowe fayre Rosalind hath bredde hys smart,

So now his frend is chaunged for a frenne.

Thenot, W^'*
But if hys ditties bene so trimly dight,*'^

I pray thee Hobbinoll, recorde some one : 30

The whiles our flockes doe graze about in sight,

And we close shrowded in thys shade alone.

HOBBINOL.

Contented I : then will I singe his laye

J. O^A Of fayre ^lizcij Queene of shepheardes all

:

^W" Wliich once he made, as by a spring he laye,

' r And tuned it vnto the Waters fall.

t> "VT'E dayntye Nymphs, that in this blessed

1 Brooke
»-« doc bathe your brest,

*,'" Forsake your watry bowres, and hether looke,

>^ at my request

:

.. 40
> /-And eke you \ irgins, that on Parnasse dwell,
> Whence floweth Helicon the learned well,

^ Ilelpe me to blaze
^ Her worthy praise,

*^ WTiich in her sexe doth all excell.

Of fayre Elisa be your siluer song,

that blessed wight

:

The flowre of Virgins, may shee florish long.

In princely plight.

For shee is Syrinx daughter without spotte, 50
Which Pan tTTe shcpheards God of her begot

:

So sprong her grace

Of hcauenly race.

No mortall blcmishe may her blotte.

See . where she sits vpon the grassie greene,

(0 scemely sight)

^lad in Scarlet like a mayden Queene,
And Ermines white.

,
Vpon her head a Crcmosin coronet,

A With Damaske roses ami Daffadillies set : 60
Baylcauos betweene,

^ And Primroses greene
Embellish the sweete Violet.

Tell me, haue ye seene her angclick face.

Like Pha-be fayre .'*

Her heauenly haueour, her princely grace

can you well compare ?

</\

The Redde rose medled with the White yfere,

In eitHeFcHeeke depeincten liuely Chere.

Her modest eye, 70

Her Maiestie,

Wliere haue you seene the like, but there ?

I sawe Phoebus thrust out his golden hedde,

vpon her to gaze :

But when he sawe, how broade her beamcs did

spredde,

it did him amaze.

He blusht to see another Sunne belowe,

Ne durst againe his fy^ye face out showe

;

Let him, if he dare.

His brightnesse compare 80

With hers, to haue the ouerthrowe.

Shewe thy selfe Cynthia with thy siluer rayes,

and be not abasTTt

:

When shee the beames of her beauty displayes,

how art thou dasht ?

But I will not match her with Latonaes seede,

Such follie great sorow to Kiobe did breede.

Now she is a stone.

And makes dayly mone.
Warning all other to take heede. 90

Pan may be proud, that euer he begot

such a Bellibone,

And Syrinx rcioysc, that euer was her lot

to beare such an one.

Soone as my younglings cryen for the dam,
To her will I offer a milkwhite Lamb :

Shee is my goddesse plaine.

And I her sliepherds swayne,

Albee forswonck and fors^jatt I am.

I see Calliope speede her to the place,

where my Goddesse shines : {1
And after her the other jMuses trace,

with their \'iolincs.

Bene they not Bay braunches, which they doe

bcare,

All for Elisa in her hand to weare ?

So sweetely they play,

And sing all the way.
That it a heauen is to heare.

Lo how finely the graces can it foote

to the Instrument

:

.no
They dauncen deflly, and singen soote,

in their meriment.

Wants not a fourth grace, to make the daunce
euen ?

Let that rowme to my Lady be yeuen :

^"^

She shall)e a grace,
""

To fyll the fourth place.

And reigne with the rest in heauen.

2
ICO
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And whither rennes this beuie of Ladies bright,

raunged in a rowe ?

They bene all Ladyes of the lake behight, 120

that vnto her goe.

ChJorts, that is the chiefest Nymph of al.

Of Oliue braunches beares a Coronall

:

Oliues bene for peace,

WTien wars doe surcease :

Such for a Princesse bene principall.

Yeshepheardsdaughters,thatdwellonthegTeene,

hye you there apace :

Let none come there, but that Virgins bene,

to adorne her grace. 130

And when you come, whereas shee is in place,

See, that your rudenesse doe not you disgrace :

Binde your fillets faste.

And gird in your waste.

For more finesse, with a tawdrie lace.

Bring hethcr the Pincke and purpleCullambine,

With Gellillowres

:

Bring Coronations, and Sops in wine,

worne of Paramoures. »39
Strowe me the ground with Daffadowndillies,

And Cowslips, and Kingcups, and loucd Lillies :

The pretie Pawnee, 'r^'^^'-^*^
-

And the Cheuisaunce, •
^

Shall match with the fay re flowre Delice. i.' -

Now ryse vp Elisa, decked as thou art,

in royallaray

:

And now ye daintie Damsells may depart
echeone her way,

I feare, I haue troubled your troupes to longe :

Let dame Eliza thanke you for her song. 150
And if you come hether.

When Damsines I gether,

I will part them all you among.

Thenot.

And was thilk same song of Colins owne
making ?

Ah foolish boy, that is with louc yblent

:

Great pittie is, he be in such taking,'

For naught caren, that bene so lewdly bent.

IIOBBINOL.

Sicker I hold him, for a greater fon,

Tliat loues the thing, he cannot purcliase. 159
But let vs homeward : for night draweth on.

And twincling starres the daylight hence chase.

Thcnots Emblcmc.

quam te inanorcm virgo ?

Hobbinols Emblcme.

dea eerie.

GLOSSE.

Garstlipc ercpte)rauscth tlioe weopc and complain.
ForI()rnc)7crt and lorsakrn.
Attcnipr«-<i to the y'-are) a(jrcral»l<' to the season

of the ycare, that is Apt ill, \%liicfi nioncth is most
bent toshourt'sand seasonalilc raym- : to(ju« nc h,

that is, to di-layc the drou^lit, caused tnrou;;h
drvnfsse of Maich wyndes.

Th'- Ladde) Colin C lout. The Lasse) Rosalinda.
1 rrssrd lo( ks) wrelln-d and cuihd.
]:> he for a la<lde) A straun^i- manner of speakin;;

.s. wh.it man»r of Ladde is he ?

To make) to rime and v«-rsitye. For in this word
inakin^j, our olde I\n|^lishe Pcvtrs weie wont to

Compriln nd .ill tlw skil of r()<tr\e, a<<<>i<lin^

to the (in <k<* woorde iroifir, to make, wluiice
commeth the name o( PcMttes.

Colin llmu kinsi) knowrst. S<TfTiPth hereby tiiaf

Colin pe^ti-yneth to some Soulhein noble m. in,

and p-rliapH in Suiiye or Kent the r.iihci

bieaiise he so ofli-fi namriii the Ki-iitisli dowries,
and liefore, As lytlif .is las e of K< nt.

Th<- Wiflowrn) He i.illelh Ros.iIiikI the VVidowes
d.iiijjhier of the jjlcnne, that ih, o( a country
llainirt or borough, wlii<h I thinke is rallier

•;iyde to rolour*' and coiK-rlf the peison, then
imply Hpok'-ii. I-'or it is will knowcti, 1 uen in

aii^hle ol ( tilin and HoMiinoll, th.it klw'* is n
entle woman of no mi-.ini* house, nor r:>ilewed

' with anye \ul(;ate and rommon (;iIih IioiIi ol

nature and iiLinnrrs: luit sut he indeedp, as
nrede nether (oliii l»e nshamril to linu<- her mndr-
Vnowne |)y hisxersrs, liol Ilolilnnol Im- ^'MUed,

that so she should be commended to immortalitie
for her rare and sinjjular Wrtues: Specially
deseruinp it no lesse. then evther M\ rto the most
excellent I'oi te Theocritus his deailinjj, or l^iu-
retta the diuine l'etiarch<'s C.oddesse, or Hinu-ra
the woi thve I'oefe Stesicliorus hys Idole : Vpon
whom hi- is sayd so much to haue doti d, that in
lejjard ot her excellencie, he scorneil atid wrote
aj;ainst tlic beauty of Hel« na. V^^T which his
pia-sumptuous and vtdieedie hardinesse, he is

sjiyde by xcnj^'i-aunce ol the Cods, thereat Ininfj
odended, t«> haue lobt both his «v<s.

Fiennc) a straun^er. The word I thinke was 6rst
po( tically put, and alt< iwarde Vbcd in ccmmen
< iistome ol speach for lori nne.

Di^hl) a'ioimil. Lay«) a sonjje. As Rounilelaycs
and Vitelaycs. In nil this sonjje is not to be
respji ted, wh.it the wdithinesse ol h<r M.ocstie
diM-ruith, not wli.it to the hij^hnes tit .1 I'tince is

nj^reeable, but wli.it is moste comely (or the
imanesse of a sin pheards wiite, 01 to conc« iue,

or to Mtrr. And iherelore h'- callrlh her lilys.i,

ns tlirou;;h rudenes«sc tripping in her name: ami
a slieplH-atds «lau;;htrr. it lieing veiy \ nllt. that
a shephe.iids bt)v brought \p in the shepelold,
hhoiild know, 01 rurr itemc to haue heaid ul u
yurrlics loi.lllV.

Yi' daintir) is. ns it were nn Fxordiuin ad prr-
par.indos nnimo-.

Viiij'i's) the nine Muses, (Inuphtrrsnf Apollo and
Memotle, whosr aliodr the I'orts faine to l>r on
I'ainaiiKUs, a lull in Ctece, lor lh.it in that
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couiurj'e specially florished the honor of all

excellent studies.

Helicon) is both the name of a fountaine at the

foote of Parnassus, and also of a mounteine in

Baeotia, out of which floweth the famous Sprino^

Castalius, dedicate also to the Muses: of which
sprinjj it is sayd, that when Pegasus the winged
horse of Perseus (whereby is meant fame and
flying renowine) strooke the grownde with his

hoofe, sodenly thereout sprange a wel of moste
cleare and pleasaunte water, which fro thence

forth was consecrate to the Muses and Ladies of

learning.
Your siluer song) seemeth to imitate the lyke in

Hesiodus ap-/vpiov ixeAo^.

Syrinx) is the nameof aXymphe of Arcadie, whom
when Pan being in loue pursued, she flying from
him, of the Gods was turned into a reede. So
that Pan catching at the Reedes i" stede of the

Damosell, and puflfmg hard (for he was almost
out of wind) with hys breath made the Reedes to

pype : which he seeing, tooke of them, and in

remembraunce of his lost loue, made him a pype
thereof. But here by Pan and Syrinx is not to

beethoughte, that the shepheardesimplye meante
those Poetical Gods : but rather supposing (as

seemeth) her graces progenie to be diuine and
immortall (so as the Paynims were wont to iudge
of all Kinges and Princes, according to Homeres
saying.

Tt/xrj 8' eK 6i6s ecTTi, </)iA€i Se 6 /xrjTiera Zeu?)

could deuise no parents in his iudgement so
worthy for her, as Pan the shepeheards God,
and his best beloued Syrinx. So that by Pan is

here meant the most famous and victorious King,
her highnesse Father, late of worthy memorye
K. Henry the eyght. And by that name, oftymes
(as hereafter appeareth) be noted kings and
mighty Potentates: And in some place Christ
himselfe, who is the verye Pan and god of
Shepheardes.

Cremosin coronet) he deuiseth her crowne to be of
the finest and most delicate flowers, instede of
perles and precious stones, wherewith Princes
Diademes vse to bee adorned and embost.

Embellish) beautifye and set out.

Phebe) the Moone, whom the Poets faine to be
sister vnto Pha^bus, that is the Sunne.

Medled) mingled.
Yfere) together. By the mingling of the Redde

rose and the White, is meant the vniting of the
two principall houses of Lancasterand ofYorke

:

by whose longe discord and deadly debate, this
realm many yeares was sore traueiled, and
almost cleane decayed. Til the famous Henry
the seuenth, of the line of Lancaster, tnking to
wife the most vertuous Princesse Elisabeth,
daughter to the fourth Edward of the house of
Yorke, begat the most royal Henry the eyght
aforesayde, in wliom was tne firste vnion of the
Whyte Rose and the Redde.

Calliope) one of the nine Muses : to whome they
as-iigne the honor of all Poetical Iriuention, and
the firste glorye of the Heroicall verse. Other
say, that slier is the Goddesse of Rhetorick : but
by V'irgile it is manifeste, thnt they my-.take the
thyng. For there in hys Epigrams, that arte
semeth to be attributed to Polymnia, saying :

Signat cuncta manu, loquiturque Polymnia gestu.

which seemeth specially to be meant of Action
and elocution, both special partes of Rhetorick :

besyde that her name, which (as some construe
it) impoiteth great remembraunce, conteineth
another part. But I holde rather with them,
which call her Polymnia or Polyhvmnia of he
good singing.

Bay branches) be the signe of honor and victory,

and therfore of myghty Conquerors worn in

theyr triumphes, and eke of famous Poets, as
saith Petrarch in hys Sonets.

Arbor vittoriosa triomphale,
Honor d' Imperadori & di Poeti, &:c.

The Graces) be three sisters, the daughters of
lupiter, (whose names are Aglaia, Thalia,
Euphrosyne, and Homer onely addeth a fourth
.s. Pasitnea) otherwise called Charites, that is

thanks. Whom the Poetes feyned to be the
Goddesses of al bountie and comelines, which
therefore(as sayth Theodontius)they make three,

to wete, that men first ought to be gracious and
bountiful to other freely, then to receiue benefits
at other mens hands curteously, and thirdly to
requite them thankfully : which are three sundry
Actions in liberalitye. And Boccace saith, that
they be painted naked, (as they were indeede on
the tombe of C. lulius Caesar) the one hauing
her backe toward vs, and her face fromwarde, as
proceeding from \ s : the othei two toward \ s,

noting double thanke to be due to vs for the
benefit, we haue done.

Deaflly) Finelye and nimbly. Soote) Sweete.
Meriment) Mirth.
Beuie) A beauie of Ladyes, is spoken figuratiuely

for a company or troupe. The terme is taken of
Larkes. For they say a Beuie of Larkes, euen
as a Couey of Partridge, or an eye of Pheasaunts.

Ladyes of the lake) be Nymphes. For it was an
olde opinion amongste the Auncient Heathen,
that ofeuery spring and fountaine was a goddesse
the Soueralgne. Whiche opinion stucke in the
myndes of men not manye yeares sithence, by
meanes of certain fine fablers and lowd lyers,

such as were the Authors of King Arthure the
great and such like, who tell many an vnlawfull
leasinor of the Ladyes of the Late, that is, the

Nympties. For the word Nymphe in Greeke
signitieth Well water, or otherwise a Spouse or
Bryde.

Behight) called or named.
Clons) the name of a Nymph, and signifieth

greenesse, of whome is sayd, that Zephyrus the
Westerne wind being in loue with her, and
coueting her to wyfe, gaue her for a dowrie, the
chiefedome and soueraigntye of al flowres and
greene herbes, growing on earth.

Oliucs bene) The Oliue was wont to be the ensigne
of Peace and quietnesse, eyther for that it cannot
be planted and pruned, and so carefully looked
to, as it ought, but in time of peace : or els for

that the Oliue tree, they sa}', v ill not growe neare
the Firre tree, which is dedicate to Mars the
God of battaile, and vscil most for speares and
other instruments of warre. Whereupon is finely

feigned, that \\hen Neptune and Minerua stroue
for the naming of the citie of Athens, Neptune
striking the ground w ith his mace, caused a norse
to come forth, that importeth warre, but at

Mineruaes stroke sprong out an Oliue, to note
that it should be a nurse of learning, and such
peaceable studies.
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Binde your) Spoken rudely, and according to

shepheardes simplicitye.

Brings) all these be names of flowers. Sops in wine
a tlowre in colour much like to a Coronation,
but differing in smel and quantitye. Flow re

delice, that which they vse to niisterme, Flowre
de luce, being in Latine called Flos delitiarum.

A Bellibone) or a Bonibtjl. Homely spoken for a
fayre mayde or Bonilasse.

Forswonck aud forswatt) ouerlaboured and iunne-
burnt.

I saw Pha^bus) the sunne. A sensible Narration,
and present view of the thing mentioned, which
they call na,ji,vain,

Cynthia) the Moune so called of Cynthus a hyli,

where she was honoure<l.
Latonaes seede) Was Apollo and Diana. Whom
when as Niobe the wile of Amphion scorned, in

respect of the noble fruict of her wombe, namely
her seuen sonnes, and so many dauji^hters, Latona
being therewith displeas<(l, commaunded her
Sonne Phcebus to slea al tiie sonnes, and Diana
all the daughters : whereat the \ nlortunate Niobe
being sore dismayed, and lamenting out of mea-
sure, was feigned of the Pottps, to be turned into

, a stone vpoii the sepulchre of her children. For
which cause the snephcard sayth, he will not

compare her to them, for feare of like mys-
fortune.

Now rise) is the conclusion. For hauing so decked
her with prayses and comparisons, he returneth
all the thanck of hys laboure to the excellencie
of her Maiestie.

i

When Dam^ins) A base reward of a clownish giuer.

I

Yblent) Y, is a poeticall ad<iition. Blent blinded.

I Emblt me.

j

This Poesye is taken out of Virgile, and there of

j

him vsed in the person of .^neas to his mother
Venus, appearing to him in likenesse of one ot

Dianaes uamosells : being there most diuinely
set forth. To which similitude of diuinitie

HobbinoU comparing the excelency of Elisa, and
being throu^jh the worthynesof Colins song, as
it were, ouercome with the hugencsse ot his

imagination, brusteth out in great admiration,
(O quam te memorem virgor) being otherwise
viihable, then l)y soddein silence, to t xpresse the
wortliinesse of"^ his conctipt. Whom Thenot
answereth with another j)art of the like verse,

as confirming by his graunt and apnrouaunce,
that Elisa is no whit infcriour to the Slaiestie of
Ik r, of w home that Pocte so boldly pronounced,
O dca certe.

Maye.

/Eg/oga Ouinta,

AUGVMKNT.

/n ihh fift /T^i^lujint, vuilir iJtr f^rrsntts of
two sltt/hcarJs I'itrs and I'alinoJir, bi'

rcj^n srtiitil I'ico jormcs of Nislourcs or Ministers

,

or (he I'roUilanl and tlif t alholuinc : whose

(hi(fi' Uilhc sliindilh in rcasonint;, uhrthrr (he

life of tlic one tnnsi be Ithe the other. With uhoni
hatiini^ shrurd, that it ii diiuui^erous to vuitntnnt

any fehuship, or f^itie tiw tniieh eredit to their

colourable and feyned f^ooduill, he telleth him
a tale of the foxe, that by stub a counterpoynt of
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craflines dereined and deuoured the credulous

kidde.

^ Palinode. Piers.

^
' T S not thilke the mery moneth of May,

1 When loue lads masken in fresh aray ?

How falles it then, we no merrier bene,

YHke as others, girt in gawdy greene ?

Our bloncket liueryes bene all to sadde.

For thilke same season, when all is ycladd

With pleasaunce : the grownd with grasse, the

t Woods
With greene leaues, the bushes with bloosming

Buds.
Yougthes folke now flocken in euery where.

To gather may buskets and smelling brere : lo

And home they hasten the postes to dight,

And all the Kirke pillours eare day light,

/ With Hawthorne bu^, and swete Eglantine,

\ And girlonds of roses and Sopps in wine.
'-

\ Such merimake holy Saints doth queme,

^ But we here sytten as drownd in a dreme.

Piers.

For Younkers Palinode such follies fitte,

But we tway bene men of elder witt.

Palinode.

Sicker this morrowe, ne lenger agoe,

(^ I sawe a shole of shepeheardes outgoe, 20

With singing, and shouting, and iolly chere :

Before them yode a lusty Tabrere,

That to the many a Home pype playd,

Whereto they dauncen eche one with his mayd.
To see those folkes make such iouysaunce.

Made my heart after the pype to daunce.

Tho to the greene Wood they speeden hem all.

To fetchen home May with their musicall

:

And home they bringen in a royall throne,

Crowned as king : and his Queene attone - 30

^^\ Was Lady Flora, on whom did attend

A fayre flocke of Faeries, and a fresh bend
Of louely Nymphs. (0 that I were there.

To helpen the Ladyes their Maybush beare)

Ah Pi>/'5,bene not thy teeth on edge,to thinke,

How great sport they gaynen with little

^- swinck ?

A*3^
^

Piers.

Pcrdie so farre am I from enuic.

That their fondnesse \^s I pitic.

Those faytpurs little rcgardcn their charge, 39
While they letting their sheepe runne at large,

Passcn their time, that should be sparely spent,
In lustihcde and wanton merymcnt.

» [Tiiilkc-.same benejhepeheards for the Dcuils
\*>

I

sicdde,
~

/ Thatj2layen,jwhile their flockes be vnfedde.

^
V

Well is it seene, theyr sheepe ^ene not they:

oivjie,
~

That. Igtten .them runne at randon alone.

But they bene hyred for little pay ' "
~*

Of other, that caren as little as they,

What fallen the flocke, so they han the fleece..

And get all the gayne, paying but a peece. 50
I muse, what account both these will make,
The one for the hire, which he doth take.

And thother for leaning his Lords taske.

When great Fan account of shepeherdes sl^all

aske. "f^,

Palinode.

Sicker now I see thou speakest of spight.

All for thou lackest somedele their delight.

I (as I am) had rather ^e enuied,

All were it of my foe, then fonly pitied :

And yet if neede were, pitied would be.

Rather, then other should scorne at me : 60

For pittied is mishappe, that nas remedie,

But scorned bene dedes of fond foolerie.

Wliat shoulden shepheards other things tend.

Then sith their God his good does them send,

Reapen the fruite thereof, that is pleasure.

The while they here liuen, at ease and leasure ?

For when they bene dead, their good is ygoe,

They sleepen in rest, well as other moe.
Tho with them wends, what they spent in cost,

But what they left behind them, is lost 70

Good is no good, but if it be spend :

God giueth good for none other end.

Piers.

Ah Palinodie, thou art a worldes childe

:

Who touches Pitch mought needes be defilde.

But shepheards (as Algrind vsed to say,)

Mought not Hue ylike, as men of the laye :

With them it sits to care for their heire,

Enaunter their heritage doe impaire :

They must prouide for meancs of mainten-

aunce.

And to continue their wont countenaunce. So

But shcjihcard must walke another way,
Sike worldly soucnapce he must foresay.

The sonne of his loincs why should he regard

To leaue enriched with that he hath spard ?

Should not thilke God, that gaue him that good,

Eke cherish his child, if in his wayes he stood ?

For if he misliue in Icudncs and lust.

Little bootcs all the wclth and the trust,

That his father left by inheritaunce : 8g
All will be soone wasted with misgouernaunce.

But through this, and other their miscreaunce,

They makcn many a wrong cheuisaunce, •-

Heaping vp waucs of welth and woe,

The floddcs whereof shall them ouerflowe.



MAYE 437

Sike mens follie I cannot compare
Better, then to the Apes folish care,

That is so enamoured of her young one,

(And yet God wote, such cause hath she none)

That with her hard hold, and straight embrac-
ing,

She stoppeth the breath of her youngling. loo

So often times, when as good is meant,
Euil ensueth of wrong entent.

Tlie time was once, and may againe retorne,

(For ought may happen, that hath bene
beforne)

Wlien shejHiheards had none inheritauiice,

Ne of land, nor fee in suft'eraunce :

But what might arise of the bare sheepe,

(Were it more oJ: lesse) which they did keepe.

Well ywis was it with shepheards thoe :

Nought hauing, nought feared they to forgoe.

For Pan himselfe was their inheritaunce, in
And little them serued for their mayntenaunce.
The shepheards God so wcl them guided,

hat of nought they were vnprouided,
utter enough, honye, milkc, and whay,
nd their flockes fleeces, them to araye.

ut tract of time, and long prospcritie :

iuit nource of vice, this of insolcncie.

Lulled the shepheards in such securilie.

That not content with loyall obeysaunce, 120

Some gan to gaj^e for greedie gouernaunce,
Aufl match tiiem selfe with mighty potentates.

Loners of Lordshij) and troublers of states :

lig gan sliepheards swaines to looke a loft,

1 leaue to Hue hard, and learne to ligge soft

lio vnder tolour of sheiK'heards, some\vhile\
There crept in Wolues, ful of fraude and guile^

That often deuourcd their owne siieei)e, I2i

And often the she[)heards, tliat did hem kecj)e^

This was tile fir^t sourse of sheplieards sorowei
Tlul now nili'bc quitt with baile, nor borrowc.

' Palinode.

Three tliinges to beare, bene very burdenous,
I'.ul tile fourth to furbeare, is outragious.

Weinen that of Loucs Ujiiging once lusl,

Hardly forlxaren, but haue it they must

:

So when choler is inllanie*! with rage,

Wauling reucnge, is hard hj asswage :

And who cm counsell a thristie soule,

With nalienrc U) f(»rlM-are the olTrt d lh)wle ?

I5ut (if all burdens, ih.il a man tan beare, 140
Moslc is, a f(X)les talke to Uare and to heurc.
I wene the (u-jjinl has not such a weight,
Tilat bcarcson his shoulders ihchcaucns hvight.
Thou lindest faullo, where nys lo Ik- found,
And buildtst strung warkc \\nji\ u wcukc

ground :

Thou raylest on right withouten reason.

And blamest hem much, for small encheason. \

How shoulden shepheardes liue, if not so ?

What ? should they pynen in payne and woe ?

Nay sayd 1 thereto, by my deare borrowe, 150
If 1 may rest, I nill liue in sorrowe.

Sorrowe ne neede be hastened on

:

For he will come without calling anoue.
While times enduren of tranquillitie,

Usen we freely our felicitie.

For when approchen the stoniiie stowres.

We mought with our shoulders beare of the

sharpe showres.

And sooth to sayne, nought seemeth sike strife,

That shepheardes so witj^n ech others life, *"

And layen her faults the world beforne, 160

[

The wliile their foes done eache of hem scorne.

[

Let none mislike of that may not be mended :

So cony.'ck soone by concord mought be ended. •'

Piers.

Shepheard, I list none accordaunce make
With shepheard,that does the rightway forsake.

And of the twaine, if choice were to me,
Had leuer my foe, then my freend he be.

For what concord han light and darke sam ? ^
Or what peace has the Lion with thg Lambe ?

Such faitors, when their false harts bene hidde. ^

Will doc, as did the Fo.\e by the Kidde. 171

Palinode.

Now Piers, of felowship, tell vs that saying :

For tile Ladde can keei>e botii our flocks ixoiw

straying.

Piers.

Tllilke s;ime Kidde (as I can well deuise)

Was too very foolisli and vnwise.

For on a tyme in Somnur season,

Tile Gate her dame, tlial liad gixxl reason,

\'ode forth abruule vnto tlie gieene w^hhI,

To bronze, or play, or wh.il sli«.e thouglil gtKxl.

But for she had a mollierly care iSo

Of her young sonne, and wit lo beware,

Shec set her youngling Kforc her knee,

Tliat was both fresh and louelv |.o see.

.\n<l full of fauour. as kidde inouglil l>e :

His N'ellet head Jugan lo shoote out,

.•\nd Ins wretlud homes gan newly spn)ul :

The l)li)ssonu's of lust to l)u«l did iKgiime,

And s|iring forth ranckls \ndei hi^ cliinnc.

.My Sonne (<|ut)ili she) (and witli tluil gan
w cej h: :

For caretull thoughts in her hcurl did crccjKO

God bleb^c ihec |KH)re Orphane, as he nioughl

inc, 191

And send thee ioy of thy iolliiee.

I

. ^ ,- . .

k4
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Thy father (that word she spake with payne :

For a sigh had nigh rent her heart in twaine)

Thy father, had he liued this day,

To see the braunche of his body displaie,

How would he haue ioyed at this sweete sight ?

But ah false Fortune such ioy did hiui spight.

And cutte of hys dayes with vntimely woe,

Betraying him into the traines of hys foe. 200

Now 1 a waylfull widdowe behight,

Of my old age haue this one delight,

To see thee succeede in thy fathers steade,

And florish in flowres of lusty head.

For euen so thy father his head vplield,

And so his hauty homes did he weld.

Tho marking him with melting eyes,

A thrilling throbbe from her hart did aryse,

And interrupted all her other speache,

With some old sorowe, that made a newe
breache

:

210

Seemed shee sawe in the younglings face

The old lineaments of his fathers grace.

At last her solein silence she broke,

And gan his newe budded beard to stroke.

Kiddie (quoth shee) thou kenst the great care,

I haue of thy health and thy welfare.

Which many wyld beastes liggen in waite,

For to entrap in thy tender state

:

But most the Foxe, maister of collusion :

For he has voued thy last confusion. 220

For thy my Kiddie be ruld by mee.
And neuer giue trust to his trecheree.

And if he chaunce come, when I am abroade,

I
Sperre the yate fast for feare of fraude :

Ne for all his worst, nor for his best,

Open the dore at his request.

So schooled the Gate her wanton sonne.

That answerd his mother, all should be done.

Tho went the pensife Damme out of dore, 229
And chaunst to stomble at the threshold flore :

Her stombling steppe some what her amazed,
(For such, as signes of ill luck bene dispraised)

Yet forth shee yode thereat halfe aghast

:

And Kiddie the dore sperred after her fast.

It was not long, after shee was gone,
But the false Foxe came to the dore anone

:

Not as a Foxe, for then he had be kend,
But all as a poore pedlcr he did wend.
Bearing a trusse of tryllcs at hys backe.

As bells, and babes, and glasses in Ins packe.
i^ A Biggen he had got about iiis braine, 241

For in his hcaclpeace he felt a sore payne.
His liinder liecle was wrapt in a clout, '«.

For with great cold he had gotte the gout.

There at the dore he cast me downe hys [jack.

And layd him downe, and groned. Alack,

Alack.

\ 5«

Ah deare Lord, and sweete Saint Charitee,

That some good body woulde once pitie mee.
Well heard Kiddie al this sore constraint.

And lengd to know the cause of his com-
plaint : 250

Tho creeping close behind the Wickets clinck,:

Preuilie he peeped out through a chinck :

~~

Yet not so preuilie, but the Foxe liim spyed

:

For deceifull meaning is double eyed.

Ah good young maister (then gan he crye)

lesus blesse that sweete face, I esjjye,

And keepe your corpse from the careful!

stounds,

That in my carrion carcas abounds.

The Kidd pittying hys heauinesse.

Asked the cause of his great distresse, 260

And also who, and whence that he were.

Tho he, that had well ycond his lere, 3

Thus medled his talke with many a tcarc,

Sicke, sicke, alas, and little lack of dead,

But I be relieued by your beastlyhead. Ji,

I am a poore Sheepe, albe my coloure donjie

;

For with long traueile I am brent in the sonne,

And if that my Grandsire me sayd, be true,

Sicker I am very sybbe to you : ^

So be your goodlihcad doe not disdayne 27a

The base kinred of so simple swaine.

Of mercye and fauour then I you pray,

With your ayd to forstall my neere decay. A

Tho out of his paclce a glasse he tooke :

Wherein while kiddie vnwares did looke,

He was so enamored with the newel 1, ^
That nought he deemed deare for tlie iewell.

Tho opened he the dore, and in came
The false Foxe, as he were starke lame.

His tayle he clapt betwixt his legs twayne.

Lest he should be descried by his trayne. 281

Being within, the Kidde made him good glee.

All for the loue of the glasse he did see.

After his chere the Fedler can chat,

And tell many lesings of this, and that

:

And how he could shewe many a fine knack.

Tlio shewed his ware, and opened his packe,

All saue a bell, which he left behind

In the bas-ket for the Kidde to fynd.

Which when the Kidde stooped downe to

catch, 290

lie poi)t him in, and his basket did latch,

Ne stayed he once, the dore to make fast,

But ranne awaye with him in all hast.

Ilomewhen thedoubtfullDanmie had her hjde,

She mought see the dore stand open wyde.
All agust, lowdly she gan to cal

Her Kidde : but he nould answerc at all.

Tiio on the flore she sawe the merchandise,
\f

I
Of which her sonne had sette to dere a prise.

Vi'
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What helpe ? her Kidde shee knewe well was

i, gone

:

300
Shee weeped,and wayled,and made great mone.
Such end had the Kidde, for he nould warned be

Of craft, coloured with simplicitie :

And such end perdie does all hem remayne,

That of such falsers freendship bene fayjje.
/

Palinodie.

Truly Piers, thou art beside thy wit,

Furthest fro the marke, weening it to hit,

Now I pray thee, lette me thy tale borrowe

For our sir lohn, to say to morrowe
At the Kerice, when it is holliday : 310
For well he meanes, but little can say.

But and if Foxes bene so crafty, as so.

Much needeth all shepheards hem to knowe.

Piers.

Of their falshode more could I recount.

But now the bright Sunne gynneth to dis-

mount :

And for the deawie night now doth nye,

I hold it best for vs, home to hye.

Palinodes Embleme.

lias yiiv dmoTos dnLCTei.

Piers his Embleme. 320

lis 5' dpa iricTis dmaroj
;

GLOSSE.

Thilke) this same moneth. It is applyed to the
season of the moneth, when all metine delight

them selacs with pleasauiice of Celdes, and
gardens, and garments.

Bloncket liueri(s)gray coates.

Yclad) arrayt-d, Y, re(iound»>th, as before.

In euery where) a straunge, yet proper kind of

speaking.
Btiskets) a Diminutiue .s. little bushes ofhauthome.
Kirke) church. Quemc) please.

A sliole) a multitude ; taken of fishe, whereof
some going in great companies, are sayde to
swimme in a shole.

Yo'le) went. louyssancc) ioye.

Swinck) ]al)Our. Inly) entirely.

Faytours) vaeahonds. -i
Great pan) isChri^t,lheve^yGodofall shepheards.!
which calU-th himselfe the gr<ale and gooo\
shepherd. Tliename is most righth (me thinkes)
applyed to him, for I'an signiiieth all or omni-
potent, which is onely the Lord lesus. And by
that name (as I remt-mberi he is called of
Kuscbius in his fifte booke di- Preparat. Euang

;

who thereof tellclh a proper storye to that
nurpos<r. Which stfiry is first recorded «if

I'lutan h, in his hooke of the ceasing ol oracles,
aiul of L.iui tere tr.inslati d, in his huoki- ol

walking sprightes. Who sayth. that al)r)ut tin-

tame timcj that our Lord suffered his most
bitt«T passion for the redemtion of ni.'in, certein
paisrngers sayling from Italy to Cyprus ami
passing bv cert.iin lies called I'ax.e, heard n
v<»yc«? calling aiowcle Tli.imus, 'Ihamus, (n<<w
Thamtis was the n.wne of an yT-lgvptian, which
was I'dotP of the ship,) who giuing r.ire to tliel

crv, was bidden, whin he ciun- to I'.ilodes, Xti

te|, tli.it tlie great I'an wa«» <l<-ad ; wliich he
douliting to dor, yet for th.at wlirn hp cam«? tj>

rahKJes, there sodeinly was such n ciilrne of
winde, th.lt the sliip|M' sloode still in the Hc-.i

vnrtiourd, he was (otcrd (o cry alowd, that I'.m

was dead : wherewithall there was heard suche
piteous outcryes and dreadlull slinking, fts haili

fMit Im nr the like. Ily whych Tan, liiou^jh «if

nuiiir Ik- vndrrstoo«Ir the great S.il.uwis, whon.*
kin;^<lomr at that time was hy (IiiinI cotupirred,
llir ^j.itc H c»( hell iiroken vp, nnd ije.illi by death
<leliurird toetcrnalt death, (lor at that tmir, as
lie Miyth, all Oracle* nurccavcti, and cnchauntcd

vA

spirits, that were wont to delude the people,
thencefoith held theyr peace) and also at the
demaund of the Emperoure Tiberius, who that
Pan should be, answere was made him by the
wisest and best learned, that it was the sonne of
Mercuric and Penelope, yet I think it more
properly meant of the <leatn of Christ, the onel3'
ancl very Pan, then suffering for his flock.

I as I am)seemeth to imitate the commen prouerb,
Malim Inuidere mihi omnes <]uam miserescere.

Nas) is a syncope, for ne has, or hasncn: as nould, '

for would not.

Tho with them) doth imitate the Epitaphe of the
ryotous king Sardanapalus, whych caused to
be written on his tombe in Grcekc: which
verses be thus translate<l by Tullie.

,, Haec habui <ju;e edi, (juaijue exaturata libido

,, Hausit, at ilia maiunt mulia ac pra;clara
relicta.

which may thus be turned into English.

„ All that I eate did I ioye, and ail that I

greedily gorged :

„ As for those many goodly matters left I for
others.

Much like the Epitaph of a goo<l olde Erie of
Deuonsliire, which thoujjh much mor<" wiscdome
bewraieth, then S.ircian.ipalus, vet h.uha sinacke
of his sensuall delights and beastlinesse. The
rymes In* thew*.

,, Ho, I Co, who lies here ?

,, I tlu- goo(i I'lli- {)f Deuonshrre,
,, .\n<l Maulde my wile, that was ful deare,

,, We liued together l\. yeare.

„ Th.lt wc spent, we had :

,, 1 hat we gnue, wr haue:

„ 'lh.it wr lelte, we lost.

.M^rind^ thi* name of a shephe.ird.

.Men ot the La\) I.av nun.
I-'.n.'iunlei ) least th.il.

Souenaunce) reincml>rnuncp.
Misciraunct') tlesjM iie I'l minlwlicfc.

Cheuisnuncr tiometime ol Ch.iucer v^rd for gainc :

munetimr of otlirr (or sjHiylr i)r booiic, 01 enter-
prise, nixl Konieiiinc (or onieidome.

P.in hinisrlle. (nil. Accoidin^ ns in nayil in

Dcutrionomir, 1 hnt in iliuiHion of the l.mdr of

Canaan, to tlio tribe of Lcuin no portion of

'r
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heritage should bee allotted, for GOD himselfe
was their inheritaunce.

Some gan) meant of the Pope, and his Antichristian
prelates, which vsurpe a tyrannical dominion in

the Churche, and with Peters counterfet keyes,
open a wide gate to al wicUednesse and insolent

gouernment. Nought here spoken, as of purpose
to deny fatherly rule and godly gouernaunce (as

some malitiously of late haue done to the great
vnreste and hinderaunce of the Churche) but to
displaye the pride anci disorder of such, as in

steede of feeding their sheepe, indeede feede of

theyr sheepe.
Sourse) welspring and originall.

Borrowe) pledge or suertie.

The Geaunte) is the greate Atlas, whom the poetes
feign to be a huge geaunt, that beareth Heauen
on his shoulders: being in deede a merueilous
highe mountaine in Mauritania, that now is

Barbaric, which to mans seeming perceth the
cloudes, and seemeth to touch the heauens.
Other thinke, and they not amisse, that this

fable was meant of one Atlas king of the same
countrye, (of whome may bee, that that hil had
his denomination) brother to Prometheus who
(as the Grekes say) did first fynd out the hidden
courses of the starrcs, by an excellent imagina-
tion. Wherefore the poetes feigned, that he
susteyni (1 the lirmament on hys shoulders. Many
other coniectures needelesse be told hereof.

Warke) worke. Encheason) cause, occasion.
Deare borow) that is our sauiour, the commen
pledge of all mens debts to death.

Wyten) blame. Nought seemeth) is vnseemely.
Conteck) strife contention.
Her) theyr, as vseth Chaucer.
Han) for haue. Sam) together.
This tale is much like to that in JEsods fables, but

the Catastrophe and end is farre different. By
the Kidde may be \ nderstoode the simple sorte
of the faythluU and true Christians. By hys
dame Christe, that hath alreadie with carefuU
watchewords (as heere doth the gote) warned his

little ones, to beware of such tioubling deceit.

By the Foxe, the false and faithlesse Papistes, to
whom is no credit to be giuen, nor felowshippe
to be Ased.

The gate) the Gote : Northernely spoken to turne
O into A.

Yodej went. Afforesayd.
She set) A figure called Fictio. Which vseth to

attribute reasonable actions and speaches to
vnreasonable creatures.

The bloosmes of lust) be the young and mossie
heares, which then beginne to sproute and shoote
foorth, when lustfull heate beginneth to kindle.

And with) A very Poeticall na.yo<;.

Orphane) A youngling or pupill, that necdeth a
Tutour an(f gouiMiiour.

That word) .\ patlieticall parenthesis, to encrease
a carefull Hypc-rbaton.

The braunch) ol the fathers bod}', is the cliild.

For tuen so) Alluded to the saying of Andromache
to Ascanius in Virgile.

Sic oculos, sic ille manas, sic ora ferebat.

A thrilling throb) a percing sighe. Liggen) lye.

Maist<!r of collusion) .s. colouri-d guile, because the
Foxe of al beasts is most wily and crafty.

Sperre the yate) shut the dore.
For such) The gotes stombling is here noted as an

euill signe. The like to be marked in all histories:

and that not the leaste of the Lorde Hastingues
in king Rycharde the third his dayes. For beside
his daungerous dreame (whiche was a shrewde
prophecie of his mishap, that folowed) it is sayd
that in the morning ryding toward the tower of

London, there to sitte vppon matters of counsell,

his horse stombled twise or thrise by the way :

which of some, that ryding with hym in liis

company, were priuie to his neere destenie,
was secretly marlced, and afterward noted for
memorie of his great mishap, that ensewed.
For being then as merye, as man might be, and
least doubting any mortall daunger, he was
within two howres after, of the Tyranne put to a
shameful! deathe.

As belles) by such trifles are noted, the reliques

and ragj^es of popish superstition, which put no
smal religion in Belles: and Babies .s. Idoles:
and glasses .s. Paxes, and such lyke trumperies.

Great cold.) For they boast much of their outward
patience, and voluntarye sufferaunce as a worke
of merite and holy humblenesse.

Sweete S. Ciiaritie. The Catholiques comen othe,

and onely speache, to haue charitye alwayes in

their mouth, and sometime in their outward
Actions, but neuer inwardly in fayth and godly
zeale.

Clincke.) a key hole. Whose diminutiue is clicket,

vsed of Chaucer for a Key.
Stoundes) fittes : aforesayde.
His lere) his lesson. Medled) mingled.
Bestlihead.) agreeing to the person of a beast.
Sibbe.) of kynne. Newell) a newe thing.

To forestall) to praeuent.
Glee) chere, afforesayde.
Deare a price.) his lyfe, which he lost for those

toyes.
Such ende) is an Epiphonema, or rather the
morall of the whole tale, whose purpose is to
warne the protestaunt bewan;, howe he geueth
credit to the vnfaythfull Catholique : whereof
we haue dayly proofes sufficient, but one moste
famous of all, practised of Late yeares in Fraunce
by Charles the nynth.

Fayne) gladde or desyrous.
Our sir lohn) a Popishe priest. A saying fit for

the grosenesse of^ a shepheard, but spoken to

taunte vnlearned Priestes.

Dismount) descende or set. Nye) draweth nere.

Embleme.

Both these Emblemes make one whole Hexametre.
The first spoken of Palinodie, as in reproche of
them, that DC distrustful!, is a peece of Theognis
\erse, intending;, that who doth most mistrust is

most false. For such experience in falsehod
breedcth mistrust in the mynti, thinking no lesse

guile to lurke in others, then in hyniselfe. But
Piers thereto strongly replyeth with another
peece of the same \erse, saying as in his former
fable, what favth then is there in the faythlesse.

For if fayth Le the ground of religion, which
fayth they dayly false, what hold then is

there of theyr religion. And thys is all that

they sa} e.
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lune.

/Egloga sexta.

ARGVMEXT.
^T^His j^glogue is wlwlly vmced to the com-
-I playniu^ of Colins ill successe in his

'oite. I'or being (as is ajorcsaict) enamoured oj

I Country hisse Rosalind, and hauing {as seevwlh)

founde place in her heart, he lamenteth to his

ieare Jretid Ilobbinoll, that he is nowe Jorsalzen

mjaithjully, and in his steede Menalcas, another

fhepheard receiued disloyally. And this is the

whole Argument oJ this .'Kgloguc.

|(^*-
""^ IIoBBiNOL. Colin Clovte.

T OC«/m,hcrc thcphcc.whosc pKxsauntsytc |^„^, fr/u.-tfull Hocks hone cucrv uhcrc to sec
\ J' rem oUicr sluidt-s lialli wcaiuJ my wan
i\n\\\^ iiiyndr.

nil im.-, what wants mc licrr, to workcdclytc ? s^^,
^.i^,i,|j ^j,,,,^,^ „,,r ^.i,i^. .^nUs doc lice.

I lie snnplc ayrc, the j^rniU- warhluij,' wyiulc,

1*1.

riic 1 {ramble bush, where IJyrds of cuery
kynde ^'

Fo ti»c watc rs fall tlu ir tunes

I

("ou.lN.

happy Hobbinoll, I blcssc thy state,

lliat Paradise lixst fcMuid, why( h Adam lost, lo
Here wander may thy IKk k early or late,

ithoulen drcade of Wolucs to iwuc ylost

:

*V

Thy louely laves here mayst thou freely boste.

But I vnha[)py man, whom crucll fate.

And an<,'ry Gods pursue from coste to costc.

Can now here fynd,toshroudemy lucklessc pate.

IIOBBINOl.L.

Then if by mc thou list aduised be,

Forsake the soyle, that so doth the bcw itch :

Ix.'aue mc those hilUs, where harbrough nis to

see, 19
Nor hol\bush, nor brcre, nor winding witche

:

And to the dales resort, where shcpheards

ritch,

Here no ni^hl Kaucns Icd^^e more black then

pit( he,

. (2dme, so OK)!.-, as no where ( Ke I fynde :
v^'Ht frendly Faeries, met with many Graces,

..;j^Mssye^,'round withdaintyel)aysirsdi^,'ht;'^|>^"'! lu:»»ltott-- Nymphes can chace the hnt^rmg

niu'ht,

sse

, With llevdej^uves, and tiiinlv triKKUn tiaces,

attcnir)er rii-ht Ak)^''"'"^'
systcrs nvne, whidi dwell on IWuitssi

1 )oe make them musick, f«)r tin ir n>ore deli^jht :

And Pan hinis< He to kisse llit ir christall laces,

Will pv|»c and daume, when Vhabe shineth

bri^;ht

:

.u

Such pierli sse pleasures haue we in tlusc pLucs.
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Collin.

And I, whylst youth, and course of carelesse

yeeres

Did let me walke withouten lincks of loue,

In such dehghts did ioy amongst my peeres :

But ryper age such pleasures doth reproue,

My fancye eke from former follies moue
To stayed steps : for time in passing weares

(As garments doen, which wexen old aboue)

And draweth newe delightes with hoary heares.

Tho couth I sing of loue, and tune my pype 41

Vnto my plaintiue pleas in verses made

:

Tho would I sceke for Qucene apples vnrype,

To giue my Rosalind, and in Sommer shade

Dight gaudy Girlonds, was my comen trade,

To crowne her golden locks, but yeeres more
rypc.

And losse of her, whose loue as lyfe I wayd,

Those weary wanton toyes away dyd wype.

HOBBINOLL.

Colin, to heare thy rymes and roundelayes,

Which thou were wont on wastfull h)lls to

singe, 50

I more delight, then larke in Sommer dayes

;

Whose Echo made theneyghbour groues to ring,

And taught the byrds, w'hich in the lower spring

Did shroude in shady leaues from sonny rayes,

Frame to thy songe their chereful cheriping.

Or hold theyr peace, for shame of thy swete

layes.

I sawe Calliope wyth ]\Iuses moe,
Soone as thy oaten pype began to sound,

Theyr yuory Luyts and Tamburins forgoe .

And from the fountaine, where they sat around,

Renne after hastcly thy siluer sound. 61

But when they came, where thou thy skill didst

showe,

They drewe abacke, as halfe with shame con-

found,

Shepheard to see, them in theyr art outgoe.

COLLLN.

Of Muses Hohbinol, I conne no skill

:

For they bene daughters of the hyghest loue.

And holden scorne of homely shepheards quill.

For silh I heard, that Pan with Pha^biis strouc,

Which himto much rcbukeand Daungcrdroue

:

I neuer lyst presume to Parnasse hyll, 70
But pyping lowe in shade of lowly groue,

I play to please my selfc, all be it ill.

Nought weigh I, who my song doth prayse or

blame,

Nc striue to winne renowne, or passe the rest

:

With shepheard sittcs not, followe Hying fame :

But feedciiis ilocke i n fields,where falls hem best.

I wote my rymes bene rough, and rudely drest

;

The fytter they, my careful! case to frame

:

Enough is me to paint out my vnrest,

And poore my piteous plainta out in tl>e same

The God of shepheards Tityfus is dead, 8]

Who taught me homely, as I can, to um^CjC
He, whilst he lined, was the soueraigne head
Of shepheards all, that bene with loue ytake :

Well couth he wayle hys Woes, and lightly slab

Tlie flames,which loue within his heart liad brcdd

And tell vs mery tales, to keepe vs wake.
The while our sheepe about vs safely fedde.

Nowe dead he is, and lyeth wrapt in lead,

(0 why should death on_ hym such outragi

showe ?) j^^.^Af^**^^'^^^^^-^*^ 9<

And all hys gasisicg skil with Him is fledde,

The fame whereof doth da\-ly greater growe.

iBut if on me some little drops would flowe.

Of that the spring, was in his learned hedde,

I soone would ig^m^^ttl^^woods, to_wayle m;

woe.

And teache the trees, their trickling teares t^

shedde.

Then should my plaints, causd of discurteseCj

As messengers of all my painfull plight,""

Five to my loue, where euer that she bee.

And pierce her heart with poynt of worth;

wight

:

10

As sheedeserues,that wrought so deadly spighl

And thou Menalcas, that by trecheree

Didst vnderfong my lasse, to wcxe so light,

Shouldest well be knowne for such thy villanee

But since I am not, as I wish. I were

Ye gentleshepheards,which your flocks do feed(

Whether on hylls, or dales, or other where,

Beare witncsse all of thys so \\ icked deede :

And tell the Uisse, whose flowre is woxe a weed<

And faultlesse fayth; is turned to faithlesse fer<

That she the truest shepheards hart mad
bleede, 1

1

That lyues on earth, and loued her most der(

HOBBINOL.

carefull Colin, I lament thy case.

Thy teares would make the hardest flint to flow<

Ah faithlesse Rosalind, and voide of grace,

That art the roote of all this ruthfuU woe.

But now is time, I gc^sse, homeward to goe :

Then ryse ye blessed flocks, and home apace

Least night with stealing steppes doe yo
forsloe,

And wett your tender Lambes, that by yo

trace. 12

Colins Embleme.

Gia speme spenla.

0- -JXs-A*''*^^^***^'!'
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GLOSSE.

Syte) situation and place.

Paradise) A Paradise in Greeke sipnifieth a Garden
'' of pleasure, or place ofdelijjhts. So lie coinpareth

the soile, wherin Hobbinoll made liis abode, to

that earthly Paradise, in scripture called Eden
;

wherein Adam in his first creation was paced.
Which of the most learned is thought to be in

Mesopotamia, the most fertile anu pleasaunte
country in the world (as mayappeare by Dio-

dorus Syculus description of it, in the hystorie of

Alexanders conquest thereof) lyinjj betweene the

two famous Ryuers (which arc; sayd in scripture

to flowe out of Paradise) Tygris and Euphrates,
whereof it is so denominate.

Forsake the soylc) This is no poetical fiction, but
\nfeynedly spoken of the Poeie sclle, who for

qxiciall occasion ol priuate aftayres (as I haue
bene partly of himselfe informed) and for his

more preferment remouinij out of the Xorthparts
came into the South, as Hobbinoll indeede
aduised him priuatcly.

Those hylles) that is the North countrye, where he
dwelt.

N'is) is not.

'Ihe Dales) The Southpartcs, where he nowe
abydeth, which thouyhe thev be full of hylles and
woodes (for Kent is very hyllve and woodye;
and th<-refore so called : for Kantsh in the Saxons
tongue signiCeih woodie) y(!t in resj)< cte of the
Norihpaitcs tli<y be called daii^s. For indedc
the North is counted the higher countrye.

Night Kau< ns iS.i-.) bv such hatefull byrdt>s, bee
nii-ancthall mi->fortuncs(\\'hercof they be tokens.
Hying ru«;ry where.

Frendly (aenes) th«' opinion of Faen<*s and elfes is

very old, and y<t stickith very religiously in the

myn<ies of sorn«:. but to roote that raneke
opiKJon of Elles oute of mens hearts, the truth is,

that tluTj be n<» such thing's, nor yi-t the
bhadowes of the thing-, but oni-ly by a sort ol

bald Friers and kiiaui>h sliau« lings so i<*igned
;

which as in all other things, so in that, soughte
to iiousell the ( (imcn juMiplr in i;^ii(H<imice, l«a--t

b'ing «)nr<' adiuainti d with tlir tiuth of thing-.,

tlii-y wouMe in t\me sni< II out the vntruth ul

thryr packf-d |)ilfe anil Ma .vp' nur religion. But
the sooth is, that wIhi) all Italy was disttaiete

into till! Factions of the Gut llis an<l the Ciibilins,

l)'irig two latiKJUs houses in I-'loiencr, th<r name
began thiough their gnat ini^rhiili s and many
outr.'igis, to bi' so odious or iath<r ilri-.idiuil in

the jMoples eariH that if tlnvr chihin n at any
linn- were liowarde ;.nd wantun, tlii-v would say
tc) ihrin that tin* Guillc or the ( lilM-line r.'tni>'.

\\ hi) h word<t nowe Ironi tlu-m (as many thinge
• Is) bi- roinc into <jur vsag<", and lor CJu< ll«-s and
( .ilx-liiws, wr H.iy |--lfrs and ( loblinH. No olhrr-
wise thrn the l-tetu'hmen vs< <| to sny ol that

\aliaunt (.i|itain, the veiy seoiirgr ol I'raunce,
tli<- Loiil 'I h.tlbot, nil ei ward I'.t hoi Shle\\sbur\

;

wlio^r n(il)|c'SM- bred Huc-h a If-rrour in the hraitn
ol thr l-imt h, ihat olt tiiiKu rurn grmt armu-n
were deluictid and put lu llyght ut the uncly

hearing of hys name. In somuch that the

French wemen, to affray thcyr chyidren, would
tell them that the Talbot commeth.

Many Graces) though there be indeede but three

Graces or Charites (as afore is sayd) or at the

vtmost but foure, yet in respect of many gyftes

of bounty, there may be sayde more. And so

Musaius sayth, that in Heroes eyther eye there

satte a hundred graces. And by that authohtye,
thys same Poete in his Pageaunts sayth.

An hundred Graces on her eyeledde satte. S:c.

Haydeguies) A country daunce or rownd. The
conceipt is, that the Graces and Nymphes doe
daunce vnto the Muses, and Pan his musicke all

night by MoonelighL. To signifie the pleasaunt-
nesse of the soyle.

Peeres) Equalles and felow shepheards.

Queneappies vnripe) imitating Virgils verse.

Ipse ego cana legara tenera lanugine mala.

Neighbour groues) a straunge phrase in English,

but word lor word expressing the Latine vicina

neiiiora.

Spring) not of water, but of voung trees springing.

Calliope) afforesayde. Thys staffe is full of vene
poetical inuention.

Tamburines) an olde kind of instrument, which of
some is supposed to be the Clarion.

Pan with Pluebus) the tale is well knowne, howe
that Pan and Apollo striuing for exiellencye in

musicke, chose Midas for their iu^Tge. V\*ho

being corrupted wyth partiall affection, g-aue the

victoryc to I'an vndest-rued : for which Phcrbus
sette a payre of Asses eares vpon hys head Aic.

Tiiyrus) That UxJ^'tXiy^ is^ meant C liaucer, hath
bene already suflicienTrv siiydi'T andbv thys more
playne app«areth, that he sa\th, he tt)lde merye
tales. Such as be h>sC"anterbiirie tali-s. \\ hom
he calleth the ChxI of Pottes lor hys excellencie,

so as Tullie call«th Lentulus, Deuin vit;c sua; .s.

tlie God of hys lyle.

TO make) to veisiiie.

() why) A pretve I'.panorthosis or correction.

Discurti-sie) he nieatn th the falsenesse ol his louer

Rosalinde, who lorsaking hym, hadde chosen
another.

Poynte of worthy witr) the pricke of dcserucd
blame.

Meiialcas) the n.ime of a sheiihe.irde in Virgilc;

but here is iiu'.mt a [lerson \ iiKiiowne and s crctc,

ngaynst whomi- In- oltrn bitt< ily inu.i>eth.

vndi I ti>ng<) xiidermine and ileceiue by false

buggesiion.
I'mblemc.

You remember, that in the lyrst ^Kfrlogur, Colins
I'oesie was Anchora speim- : lui lit. it ns tlu*n

tlieic w.is lioix- «>l l.iuour to Im- lounil in tytnc.

Hut nowe being cliMne loiloine and n ircteij of

hi-r, nn whose lm|«', that wan, is cirnne rxtin-

fjuinhed and turned into despeyte, lie fenouneeth
all comfoil and hope of gtHvlnesse to come.
N\hich ia all the nicaninij ol lhy« Embkmc.
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lulye.

/Egloga septima.

ARGV^IEXT.

h^'
I

^y^His Mglogiie is made in the honour and
i- commendation of good shepeheardes, and

to the shame and disprayse of proiide and ambi-

tious Pastours. Such as Morrell is here imagined
iobee.
^^^^

Thomalin. ;Morrell.

*f T S not thilke same a goteheard prowde,

1 1 that sittes on yonderlSancke, t?

^^ .^ \Miose straying heard them selfe doth shrowde

\ emong the bushes rancke ? j-

Morrell.

What ho, thou iollye shepheards swayne,
come vp the hyll to me :

Better is, then the lowly playne,

als for thy flocke, and thee.

Thomalin.

Ah God slneld, man, that I should clime,

and Icarne to looke alofte, lo
This reede is ryfe, that oftentime

great clvmbers fall vnsoft.

In humble dales is footing fast,

the trode io not so tickle :

And though one fall through heedlesse hast,

yet is his misse not mickle.

And now the Sonne hath reared vp
his fyricfooted teme,

Making his way betweene the Cuppe,
and golden Diademe

:

The rampant Lyon hunts he fast,

with Dogge of noysome breath,

Whose balefull barking bringcs in hast

^ pyne, plagues, and drecry death.

Agaynst his cruell scortching heate
where hast thou couerUire ? 1

The wastcfull hylls vnto his threate

is a playne ouerture.

But if thee lust, to'holden chat

with seely shepherds swayne,
Come downe, and learne the little what,

that Thomalin can sayne.

;Morrell.

Syker, thous but a laesie loord, ,
^

and rckcs much of thy swinck, ^
''

That with fond termes, and wectle?se words
to blere mvne eyes doest thinke.

30

\ -fc .> V ]Jr.,r>*>'tuAtjL ^ 'V
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In euill houre thou hente_st in hond I
•

thus holy hylles to blame,

For sacred vnto saints they stond,

and of them han theyr name. 40
S. Michels mount who does not know,

that wardes the Westerne coste ?

And of S. Brigets bowre I trow,

all Kent can rightly boaste :

And they that con of Muses skill,

sayne most what, that they dwell
(As goteheards wont) vpon a hill,

beside a learned well.

And wonned not the great God Pan, %
vpon mount Oliuet :

"
50

Feeding the blessed flocke of Dan, ^
which dyd liimselfe beget ?

Thomalin.

P blessed sheepe, shepheard great,

that bought his flocke so deare,

And them did saue with bloudy sweat
from VVolues, that would them teare.

MORREL.

Besyde, as holy fathers sayne,

there is a hyllye place.

Where Titan ryseth from the mayne,
to renne hys dayly race, 60

Vpon whose top|)e the starres bene stayed,

and all the skie doth leane,

There is tlie cauc, where Plubc layed,

the shc|)heard long to dreame.
Wliilome there vsed shepheards all

to fecde theyr flocks at will,

rill by his foly one did fall,

that all Ihc'resl did spill.

\rid silhciis shc|)heardes bene forcsayd 7
from*[jlaces of d- light

:

"
70

For thy I weene thou be afTrayd,

to clime this hilLs licight.

Df Synuh can I tell lliee more,
and of our Ladyes bowre :

Uut little iicedes to sttow my store,

SJiflicc this hill <if our.

(lere han the holy I'uinus rcsoursc,

and Syl'unus hauntcn ralhe.

(lere has ijic salt Mi<Iway his sourse,

wherein the Nvinplus doe batlu-. 80
The salt .Medway, that trickling strcmis

adownc the dales of Kent :

rill with his elder br(Ulier Themis
his brackish wanes Ik; me\nt. ("

lere growes Melatfifxulc eiiery where,
and Trrihirilh grKnl for dotes :

rile one, my madding kiddes to siiiere,

the next, to hcule theyr ihrotes.

1

Hereto, the hills bene nigher heuen,

and thence the passage ethe. -

'

As well can proue the piercing leuin,

that seeldome falls bvnethe.

90

..A-^oH

Thomalin.

Syker thou speakes lyke a le\\de lorrell, ))

of Heauen to demen so :

~

How be I am but rude and borrell,

yet nearer wayes I knowe.
To Kerke the narre, from God more farre,

has bene an old sayd sawe. ^
And he that striues to touch the starres,

oft stombles at a strawe, 100

Alsoone may shepheard cl\Tnbe to skye, i./-

mat leadcs in lowly dales,

As Goteherd prowd that sitting hye,
vpon the Mountaine sayles.

My seely sheepe like well belowe,

they neede not Milampode :

For they bene hale enough, I trowe,

and liken theyr abode.

But if they with thy Gotes should yede,

they soone myght be corrupted : no
Or like not of the frowie fede, /t.

or with the weedes'be glutted.

The hylls, where dwelkd holy saint?,

1 reuerence and adore :

Not for tluniselfe, but for the sayncts,

Which han be dead of yore.

And nowe they bene to heauen forewent,

theyr good is with them goe :

Theyr sample onely to vs lent,

that als we mought doe soe. i:;o

Shej)heards they weren of the best,

and lined in low lye leas :

And sith theyr souUs Ix-ne now at rest,

why clone we them disease ?

Such one he was, (as 1 haue heard
old Algrind often sayne)

That whilcme was the fir^t^hepheard,

and lined with little g'ayne :

As meeke he was, as meeke mought be,

simple, as simple sheciH-, i^^o

Humble, and like in ei he degree

the llocke, which he did keejM:.

Often he vsed of hys keepe

a s;icrilice to bring,

Nowe with a Kidde, now with a shet[X'

the Altars hallowing.

So low,led he vnto hys Lord,

such fauour couth he fvnd.

That sithens neuer was abhord,

the simple shepheards kvnd. 140

And such I Weene the brethren wele,

that cumc from L\waan :
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X'

The brethren twelue, that kept yfere

the flockes of mighty Pan.

But nothing such thilk shephearde was,

whom Ida hyll dyd beare,

That left hys ilocke, to fetch a lasse,

whose loue he bought to deare

:

For he was proude, that ill was payd,

(no such mought shepheards bee) 150

And with lewde lust was ouerlayd

:

tway things doen ill agree :

But shepheard mought be raeeke and mylde,
well eyed, as Argus was,

With fleshly foliyes vndefyled,

and stoute as steede of brasse.

Sike one (sayd AlprinYMoses was.

that sawe hys makers face.

His face more cleare, then Christall glasse,

and spake to him in place.

This had a brother, (hisjoame IJyiewe)rv
the first of all hisTote,

A shepheard trewe, yet not so true,
1

as he that earst I bote. V

Wliilome all these were lowe, and lief,

and loued their flocks to feede.

They neuer strouen to be chiefe,

and simple was theyr weede.

But now (thanked be God therefore)

the world is well amend, 170
Their weedes bene not so nighly wore,

such simplesse mought them shend : "S

They bene yclad in purple and palF,

so hath theyr god them blist.

They reigne and ruLn ouer all,

and lord it, as they list

:

Ygyrt with belts of glitterand gold,

(mought they good sheepeheards bene)

Theyr Pan theyr sheepe to them has "old,

I saye as some haue seene. 180

For Palinode (if thou him ken)
yode late on Pilgrimage

To Rome, (if such be Rome) and then
he sawe thilke misusage.

For shepeheards (sayd he) there doen leade,

as Lordes done other where,
Theyr sheepe han crustes, and they the bread :

the chi[)pes, and they the chere :

They han the fleece, and eke the flesh,

(O seely sheepe tiie while) 190
The come is theyrs, let other thresh,

their hands they may not file.

2I<

They han great stores, and thriftye stockes,

great freendes and feeble foes :

What neede hem caren for their flocks ?

theyr boyes can looke to those.

These wisards weltre in welths wanes,

pampred in pleasures deepe.

They han fatte kernes, and leany knaues,

their fasting flockes to keepe. 20
Sike mister men bene all misgone,

they heapen hylles of wrath :

Sike syrlye shepheards han we none,

they keepen all the path.

MORRELL.

Here is a great deale of good matter,

lost for lacke of telling,

iw sicker I see, thou doest but clatter

:

'harme may come of mel lingo-
Thou medlest more, then shall haue thanke,

to wyten shepheards welth

:

When folke bene fat, and riches rancke,

it is a signe of helth.

But say me, what is Algrin he,

that is so oft bynempt. li

Thomalin.

He is a shepheard great iiij^ree,U
but hath bene long ypent.

One daye he sat vpon a hyll,

(as now thou wouldest me :

But I am taught by Algrins ill,

to loue the lowe degree.)

For sitting go with bared scalpe,

an Eagle sored hye,

That weening hys whyte head was chalke,

a shell flsh downe let flye :

She weend the shell fishe to haue broake,

but therewith bruzd his brayne,

So now astonicd with the stroke,

he lyes in lingring payne.

MORRELL.

Ah good Algrin, his hap was ill,

but shall be better in time.

Now farwell shepheard, silh thvs hyll

thou hast such doubt to climbe.

Thotnalins Emblevie.

In medio virtus,

Morrdls Evihlnne.

In smnmojoclicitas.

22c

23c

GLOSSE.

A Gotolioanl) By Gotos in scrypturn he. repre-
sented the \vieke<l and reprobate, whose pabtour
also must needes be sucli.

BanckJ is the scate of honor.

\ 1

Stra3'ing' heard) which wander out of the wayc ol

truth.

Als) for also.

Clynibe) spoken of Ambition. .

1
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Great clymbers) according to Seneca his verse,

Dtcidunt celsa grauiore lapsu.
Mickle) mucli.

The sonne) A reason, why he refuseth to dwell on
Alountaines, because there is no shelter against
the scortcliinjr sunr.e. Accordinj^ to the time of
the yeare, whiche is the whotest raoneth of all.

The Cupp and Diademe) Be two sigr.es in the
i Firmament, throuj^h which the sonne maketh his
course ir. the moneth of luly.

Lion) Thys is Poetically spoken, as if the Sunne
did hunt a Lion with one Doi;ge. The meanin^j
whereof is, that in luIy the sonne is in Leo. At
which tyme the Dojjge starre, which is called
Syrius or Canicula reigneth, with immoderate
heate causing Pestilence, drou<;th, and many
diseases.

Ouerture) an open place. The word is borrowed of
the French, and vsed in j;ood writers.

To holden chatt) to talke and prate.

A loorde) was wont amonjj the old Britons to
sijjnifie a Lorde. And therefore the Danes, that
long time vsurped theyr Tyrannic here in

Brytanie, were called for more dread then
dignitie. Lurdanes .s. Lord Danes. At which
time it is sayd, that the insolencie and pryde of
that nation was so outragious in tliys Kealme,
that it it fortuned a Briton to be going ouer
a bridge, and sawe the Dane set foote vpon tiie

same, he muste retorne back, till the Dane were
cieane ouer, or els abyde the pryce of his dis-

pleasure, which was no lesse, then present death.
But being afterwarde expelled that name of
Lurdane Decamc so odious \ nto the people,
whom they had long op[)ressed, that euen at

this daye they \ se fur more reproche, to call the
1 Quartane ague the Feuer Lurdane.
Jiecks much of thy swinck) counts much of thy

I

paynes.
^Vi'tt-lcsse) not vnderstoode.
5. Michcis mount) is a promontorie in the West
part of England.

A hill) Parna-.>.us afforesavfl. Pan Christ.
Dan) One lry!)c is put for the whole nation per
Synecdfxrhiii.

WIhtc Titan) the Sonne. Whii h storv is to !)«•

redde in Diodnrus Syc. of the hyl Ida; from
WlH-nce h<: sayth, all nii;lit time is to be*- seene
a nii;jhtye fiie, as il tlic skyc- burned, which
toward morning Ix-jjinti'-tJi to ;^ at her into a rownd
forme, and tlurrot ryseth the sonne, whome the
Po<*ffs call Titan :

iir Sh»*phrat(i) is I'!nd\inion, wh(im the Poets
fayne, to ham- Ixiie so Ix l()U<d ol l'li<ibe .s. llu-

I

Xloonc, that hi^ was by lur ki-pt a slee|M: in

I

a r.iu'- by I lie NpacR o( xxx. yeans, ff)r to enioye
' hit <ompan)!'
Th<t<) that is in Parailisr, wherr throii;;h <-tr<)ur of

Kh>pln ardn vnd< rstamlinij, he sayth, ihit all

HlK-phcards did vs«* to (eedc* tlic*yr flo< ks, till one,
(tli.it it Adam by hys lollye and di-.(il)<'difn< e

I

iiiadi- all th'' r<-st ol hy. olspring be c|< barred

I

mil shmii- out (uMii tliinci*.

ISynali) a lull in Arabia, whcir Ciod apprari«|.

i()ur Ladyrn l>owrr) n tilacr ol plraturr ho «-allrd.

jFaunr^ or Syluan<-H) Ik: of Porlcn Ifi^ncd to be
( Midi of the VNoode.

lif<'<|'.\iiy) the name of n k\urr in Kent, which
lunniiig l>v k(Khenirr. imrtrth with 'I hariic<4

;

whom hi' ( allrtll his rldci btotlirr, both |..(.iiisi-

he \% grratcr, and uUoi.ill> ih itounrr inioih.- S' .i.

Mcytit) minified.

rri'

Melampode and Terebinth) be hearbes good to
cure diseased Gotes. Of thone speakeui Man-
tuane, and of thother Theocritus.

rfpfMivOov Tpdyiov ta\a70v aKp(fj.ova,

Nigher heauen) Note the shepheards simplenesse,
which supposeth that from the hylls is nearer
waye to heauen.

Leuin) Lightning; which he taketh for an argu-
ment, to proue the nighnes to heauen, because
the lightning doth comenly light on hygh moun-
taynes, according to the saying of the Poete.
Feriuntque summos fulmina monies.

Lorrell) A losell. A borell.) a playne fellowe.
Narre) nearer. Hale.) for hole.

Yede) goe. Frowye) mustye or mossie.
Of yore) long agoe. Forewente) gone afore.
The firste shepheard) was Abell the righteous, who

(as scripture sayth) bent hys mind to keeping of
sheepe, as did hys brother Cain to tilling the
grownde.

His keepe) hys charge s. his flocke.
Lowted) did honour and reuerence.
The brethren) the twelue sonnes of lacob, whych
were shepemaisters, and lyued onelye thereupon.

Whom Ida) Paris, which being the sonne of
Priamus kng of Troy, for his mother Hecubas
dreamc, whicli being witli child of hym, dreamed
shee broughte forth a firebrand, that set all the
towre of luum on fire, was cast forth on the hyll
Ida; where being fostered of shepheards, he cKe
in time became a bhepluard, and lastly came to
knowledge of his parentage.

A lasse) Helena the wvie of Menelaus king of
Lacedemonia, was by \'enus for the golden .\ple
to her geuen, then promised to Paris, who there-
upon with a sorte of lustye Troyanes, stole her
out of Lacedemonia, and kept her in Troyc.
Which was the caust! of the tenne yeares warre
in Troye, and the moste famous cit\e of all Asia
most lamentably sacked and defaced.

Argus) was ot the Poets deuised to be lull of eyes,
and therefore to hym was committed the keeping
of the transformed Cow lo: So called because
that in the print of a ("owes foote, there is figured
an I in tlu- mi<ldest of an O.

His namel he meaneth Aaron: whose name for
moti' Decorum, the slie|)liearde s.-iMh he hath
forgot, lest his temembraurue and skill in

antKjuities (jf holy writ should seeme lo excccde
the meaneiiess*' of the Person.

Not so true) lor Aaron in the absence of Moses
statted aside, and committed blolatrv.

In purple) S|H)ken ol the Pojx-s and Cardinnlles,
whieli \ se such tyiannieal lolours ami pompous
payntiiig.

B<lts) Cliidles.

Glitteraixl) Cilitlcrin^'. A Participle vv«i some-
time in Chaucir, but altogether in I. Goore.

Theyr Pan) th.it is the Pope, whom they count
th«*yr GcmI and j;tealest shepheard.

Palin«><Ie)/\ shepheaide, of whose report hcsccmclh
to s|Makr nil thyn.

Winnrdt) jjrrale learned hcadt.
Welter) wallowe.
Kerne) a Chutle or Farmer.
Sike mister men) nurh kitvie of men
Surly) stately nnd piowde.
Melliii)^) mrdling.
Meti) better. Byncmptr) name«l.
Grre) lor degiee.
Algrin the name of a nhcphcard nfTurc»ayde, whoKC
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myshap he alludeth to the chaunce, that happened
to the Poet jEschylus, that was brayned with

a shellfishe.

Embleme.

By thys poesye Thomalin confirmeth that, which
in hys former speach by sondrye reasons he had
proued. For being both hymselfe sequestred

from all ambition and also abhorring it in others

of hys cote, he taketh occasion to prayse the

ineane and lowly state, as that wherein is safetie

without feare, and quiet without danger, accord-

ing to the saying of olde Philosophers, that

vertue dwelleth in the middest, being enuironod

w ith two contrary vices : whereto Morrell replieth

with continuaunce of the same Philosopher
opinion, that albeit all bountye dwelleth ii

mediocritie, yet perfect felicitye dwelleth ii

suprcmacie. For they say, and most true it is

that happinesse is placed in the highest degree
so as if any thing be higher or better, then tha
streight way ceaseth to be perfect happinej
Much like to that, which once I heard alleagei

in defence of humilitye out of a gr;-at doctoui
Suorum Christus humiilimus: which saying j

gentle man in the company taking at the n
bownd, beate backe again with lyke saj'ing c

another Doctoure, as he sayde. Suorum deu
altissimus.

August.

Mgloga octaua.

ARGVMENT.
/N this Mglogue is set forth a delectable con-

troiiersie, made in imitation of that in

Theocritus : whereto also Virgile fashioned his

third and seiienlh JEglogue. They choose for

vmpere of their strife, Cuddie a ncatheards boye,

who hailing ended their cause, reciteth also him-

selfe a proper song, whereof Colin he sayth was
Anthour.

WiLLYE. PeRIGOT. CVDDIE.

TEH me Perigot, what shalbe the game, y'
J"

Wherefore with myne thou dare thy

musick matche ? ^_/-^

Or bene thy ]lagpypes renne farre out of frame 1

Or hath tlie Cram[)e thy ioynts benomd with

aclie ? ^ _

Perigot.

Ah Willye, when the hart is ill assayde, ^^
How can Bagpipe, or ioynts be well apayd ?

Willye.

What the foule euill hath thee so bestadde ?

Wliilom thou was peregall to the best,' ?

And wont to make the lolly shcpehcards glade

With pyinng and dauncing, didst passe tl

rest.

Perigot,

Ah Willye now I haue Icarnd a newe daunce

My old musick mard by a newe mischaunce.

t> Willye.

Mischiefe mought to that newe mischaunce bcfa

I That so hath raft vs of our meriment,
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But reede me, what payne doth thee so appall ?

Or louest thou, or bene thy youngUngs mis-

went ?

Perigot.

Loue hath misled both my younglings,and mee:

I pyne for payne, and they my payne to see.

WiLLYE.

Perdie and wellawaye : ill may they thriue :

Neucr knewe I louers sheepe in good plight. 20

But and if in rymes with me thou dare striue,

5uch fond fantsies shall soone be put to flight,

Perigot.

rhat shall I doe, though mochell worse I fared :

Neuer shall be sayde that Perigot was dared.

WiLLYE.

riien loe Perigot the Pledge, which I plight :

A mazer ywrought of the Maple warre :

VV'hcrein is enchased many a fayre sight

t)f Bercs and Tygres, that maken fiers warre :

And ouer them sprcd a goodly wild vine,

Entrailed with a wanton Vuic twine. 30

rhereby is a Lambe in the Wolues iawcs :

put see, how fast rcnneththe shephcardswaync,
To saue the innocent from the beastcs pawes :

And here with his slicpchookc hath him slaync.

Pell me, such a cup liast thou euer scne ?

^Vcll mought it beseme any haruest Quccne.

Perigot.

Fhcrcto will I pawne yonder spotted Lambe,
Df all my flocke tiiere nis sike another

:

For I brought liim vp without the Dambc.
But Colin Clout rafte me of his br(jlher, 40
That he purchast of ine in the pLiyne ixAd :

Sore against my will was I forst to yield.

WiLLVE.

M(kcr make like account of his brother.

[Jut wlif; sli;ill iudgc the wager woimc (jt lost ?

Perigot.

Hi. if shall y<jnder hcard^roinc, and none otlar,

^Miidi oner llje jxjusse lulherward dotli post.

VVii.lye.

liut for ihc .Siiiini beanie so sore doth vs bcate,

^V (.re not b(;tter,t(Jshuiuielhesrortcliinj^lK-ate?

Pkri(;<jt.

liV( 11 agreed Willy: then sitte thro downc
swayiic

:

49
Sike a son^ ncucr heardcst thou, but Colin sinj;.

Cvddie.

D^'nnc,wlicnyclyst,yeiollyshcj)hrardstwaync:

3ike a iud^jc, as Cuadie, were lor a king.

Perigot. T T fell vpon a holly eue,

1Willye. i. hey ho hoUidaye, ^
Per. \Mien holly fathers wont to shrieue :

now gynneth this roundelay.

Sitting vpon a hill so hye
hey ho the high hyll,

The while my flocke did feede thereby,

the while the shepheard selfe did spill

:

Wil
Per.

i

]Vil.

\Per.

I Wil.

Per.

Wil.

Per.

Wil.

Per.
i Wil.

Per.

Wil.

Per.

I

Wil.

i Per.

, Wil.
' Per.

I 11'//.

Per.

' Wil.

Per.

' Wil.

Per.

Wil.

Per.

Wil.

Per.

Wil
Per.

Wil.

Per.

Wil.

Per.

Wtl.

Per.

Wil.

Per.

11/7.

Per.

Wil.

Per.

Wil.

Per.

Wil.

Per.

Wtl.

Per.

Wil
Per.

Wil
Per.

Wil

I saw the bouncing Bellibone, 61

hey ho Bonibell,

Tripping ouer the dale alone,

she can trippe it very well:

Well decked in a frocke of gray,

hey ho ^ray is greete,

And in a Kirtle of greene saye,

the greene is for maydcns meete :

A chapelet on her head she wore,

hey ho chapelet, 70

Of sweete Violets therein was store,

she sweeter then the N'iolet.

My sheepe did Icaue theyr wonted foode,

hey ho seely sheepe.

And gazd on her, as they were wood,
woode as he, that did them keepe.

As the bonikissc passed bye,

hey ho bonilasse,

She roudc at me with glauncing eye,

as cleare as the christall glasse : So

All as the Sunnye beame so bright,

hey ho the Sunne beame,
Glaunceth from Plurbus face forthright,

so loue into thy hart did streame :

Or as the thonder cleaues the cloudes,

hey ho the Thonder,
Wheriin the lightsome lcu]n shroudes,

so cleaues thy soule a sonder :

Or as l);iine Cynthias siluer raye

hey ho the Moondight, 90
Vpon the glyttering wane cloth playe :

such i)lay is a pittix)iis j)light.

The glaunce into my heart diil glide,

luy ho the glyder,

Thercwilii my soule was sharply grvile,

such woundes soone wexen wider.

Hasting to rauncii the arrow out,

hey ho Perigot.

I left the liead in my hart roote

:

it w;us a (KsiKTate shot. 100

There it r.uu kklh ay more and more,
hey lio the arrowe,

Nc am I hnd s;iluc for my sore :

lour is ;i ctift Kss«' sorrowe.

And titough my iKtlowithdcath I bought,
hev ho hrauie checrc,

Vet should thilk lasse not fnwnmy liiought

:

so you may buyc yt)ld to dcarc.
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Per. But whether in paynefull loue I pyne,

Wil. hey ho pinching payne, i lo

Per. Or thriue in welth, she shalbe mine.

Wil. but if thou can her obteine.

Per. And if for gracelesse greefe 1 dye,

Wil. hey ho gracelesse griefe,

Per. Witnesse, shee slewe me with her eye :

Wil. let thy follye be the priefe.

Per. And you, that sawe it, simple shcpe,

Wil. hey ho the fayre flocke,

Per. For priefe thereof, my death shall weepe,

Wil. and mone with many a mocke. 120

Per. So learnd I loue on a hoUye eue,

Wil. hey ho holidaye,

Per. That euer since my hart did greue.

Wil. now endeth our roundelav.

CVDDYE.

Sicker sike a roundle neuer heard I none.

Little lacketh Perigot of the best.

And Willye is not greatly ouergone,

So weren his vndersongs well addrest.

Willye.

Herdgrome, I feare me, thou haue a squint eye :

Areede vprightly, who has the victorye ? 130

CVDDIE.

Fayth of my soule, I deeme ech haue gayned.

For thy let the Lambe be Willye his owne :

And for Perigot so well hath hsm ])ayned,

To him be the wroughten mazer alone.

Perigot.

Perigot is well pleased with the doome :

Ne can Willye wite the witelesse herdgroome.

Willye.

Neuer dempt more right of beautye I weenc,

The shei)heard of Ida, that iudged beauties

Queene.
CVDDIE.

But tell me shepherds, should it not yshend
Your roundels fresh, to heare a doolcfuU verse

Of Rosalend (who knowes not Rosalcnd ?) 141

That Colin made, ylke can I you rehearse.

Perigot.

Now say it Caddie, as thou art a ladde

:

With mery thing its good to medle sadde.

Willy.

Fayth of my soule, thou shalt ycrouned be
In Colins stede, if thou this song areede :

For neuer thing on earth so i)leaseth me,
As him to heare, or matter of his deede.

CVDDIE.

Tiicn listnelli ech vnto my hcauy laye,

And tune your pypes as ruthful,asyc may. 150

YE wasteful 1 woodes beare witnesse ot mv
woe, (C . . i

Wherein my plaints did oftentimes resound

:

Ye carelesse byrds are priuie to my cryes, ^
>- Which in your songs w^ere wont to make a

y^ part : u^
Thou pleasaunt spring hast luld me oft i

sleejje, ^^^ -

Whose strearnes my tricklinge teares did oft(

"-.»^ugmeny''t. _

Resort of peopre doth my greefs augment, \
The walled townes do worke my greater woe
The forest wide is fitter to resound %^
The hollow Echo of my carefuU fryes, C>6(

I hate the house, since thence my loue die

part, ^
Whose waylcfull \\zxit. debarrcs myne eye;

from sleepe. -^:l
Let stremes of teares supply the place of sleepe

Let all that sweete is, voyd : and all tha

may augment \
My doole, drawe neare. More meete t(

wayle my woe, Q^
Bene the wild woddes my sorrowcs to re

sound, ^
Then bedde, or bowre, both which I fill witl

cryes, X^
When I them see so waist, and fynd no par

Of pleasure past. Here will I dwell apart i(A

In gastfull groue therefore, till my last sleepi

Doe close mine eyes : so shall I not augmen
Withsight of suchachainigcmy rcstlesse woe
Helpe me, ye banefull byrds, whose shriek

ing sound AT^
Ys signe of dreery death, my deadly crj-es'

Most ruthfully to tune. And as my cryes L/

(Which of my woe cannot bewray least part

You heare all night, when nature crauctl

sleepe, JL-^

Increase, so let your yrksome yells augment

Thus all the night in i)laints, the daye in wo
I vowed haue to wayst, till safe and sound

Shehomereturne,whose voyccssilucrsound 18

To checrefull songs can chaunge my chere

lesse cryes. C
—

-

Hence with the Nightingale will I take part

That blessed byrd, that spends her time

sleepe J^
In songs and plaintiue pleas, the more taug

ment
The memory of hys misdeede, that bred he

\ woe

:

t^-^

And you that feele no woe,
[
w hen as the soun<

Of these my nightly crye:^ ye heare apartj

Let brcake your sounder -sleepe*^ and pitii

augment.
•\-
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Perigot.

J Colin, Colin, the shcpheards ioye, 190
How I admire ech turning of thy verse :

^nd Cuddie, fresh Cuddie the liefest boye,

How doL'fuily his doole thou didst reliearse.

Cuddie.

rhen blowe your pypes shepheards, til you be
at home :

rhe night nigheth fast, yts time to be gone.

Perigot his Embleme.

Vincenti gloria vicli.

Willyes Embleme.

Vinto non vitto.

Cuddies Embleme.

Felice chi pub.

GLOSSE.

Bestadde) disposed, ordered.
Pt-rogall) equall.
VVIiiloine) once.
Rafte; bereft, depriued.
Miswent) gon a straye.
[11 may) accordinjj to Virgile.

Infelix o semper ouis pecus.

A. mazer) So also do Theocritus and Virgile feigne
pledges of their strife.

Enchased) engrauen. Such pretie descriptions
euery where vst th Theocritus, to bring in his

Idyllia. For which s()eciall cause indede he by
that name teritn th his iKglogues: for Idvliion
in Greke sij^Miifieth the shape or picture of any
thyiig, wherof his bookc is ful. And not, as
I fiaue heaid some fotidlv guesse, that tliey Ix"

called not Idyllia, but Ila;dilia, ot the Gotc-
heards in them.

Entrailed) wrought betwene.
Haruest Qucene) The manner of country folke in

haruest tyme.
Pousse.) Pease.
It fell vpon) Perigot maketh hys sonp in prayse of
hi5 loue, to wIkjiu Willy ansv\enth euery \nder
verse. By Perigot who is meant, I can not
vprightly say . but if it Ix-, who is supposed, his

love dcscruelh no lesse prays<-, then he giuelh her.

Greete) weeping and complaint.
Chaplet) a kincfof Garlond lyke a crowne.
Lcuen) Lightning.
Cynthia) wa^ sayd to be the Moone.
Gryde) perced.
But if) not vnlesse.

S(]uint cyei partiall iudgement.
Ech haue) so saith Virgile.

Et vitula tu dignus, et liic ic.

So by enterchaungc of gyfts Cuddie pleascth
both partes.

Doome) iudgement.
Dempt)for deemed, iudged.
W'ite the witelesse) blame the blamelesso.
The shepherd ot Ida) was sayd to be Pai is.

Beauties Queene) Venus, to whome Parii^atliudged
the golden Apple, as the pryce of her beautie.

Emblem<'.

The meaning hereof is very ambiguous : for
Perigot by nis poesie claming tlu- coiKjuest, and
W'illye not veelding, Cuddie the arbiter of ihe\ r

cause, and Patron ol his own, semeth tochalenge
it, as his dew, saying, that he, is happy which
can so abruptly ending but hee meaneth eyther
him, that can win the beste, or mo<lerate him
selfe being best, and leaue ol with tlur best.

t^-
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September.

Mgloga Nona.

ARGVMENT.
T jKrein Diggon Dauie is deuised to he

-LJ- a shepheard, that in hope of more gayne,

drone his sheepe into a Jarre countrye. The

abuses whereof, and loose lining of Popish pre-

lates, by occasion of Hobbinols demaund, he

discourseth at large.

HoBBiNOL. Diggon Dauie.

Diggon Dauie, I bidde her god day

:

Or Diggon her is, or I missaye.

Diggon.

Her wasjier, while it was daye light,

But now her is a most wretched wight.

For day, that was, is wightly past.

And now at earst the dirke night doth hast.

HOBBINOLL.

Diggon areede, who has thee so dight ?
'

Neuer I wist thee in so poore a plight.

Where is the fayre flocke, thou was wont to

Icade ? 9
Or bene they challred ? or at mischiefe dead ?

Diggon.

Ah for louc of that, is to thee moste Iccfc,

Hobbinol, I pray thee gall not my old griefe :

Sike question ripcth vp cause of newe woe.
For one ojx^ned mote vnfolde many moe.

HOBBINOLL.

Nay, but sorrow close shrouded in hart
I know, to kcpe, is a burdenous smart.

Eche thing imparted is more eath to beare

:

When therayneis fain, the cloudeswexencleai
And nowe sithence I sawe thy head last,

Thrise three Mooncs bene fully spent and pas
Since when thou hast measured much grown
And wandred I wene about the world round
So as thou can many thinges relate :

But tell me first of thy flocks astate.

Diggon.

^ly sheepe bene wasted, (wae is me therefor

The ioUy shepheard that was of yore,

Is nowe nor ioUye, nor shcpehearde more.
In forrein costcs, hien sayd, was plentye :

And so there is, but all of miserye.

I dcmpt there much to haue cekcd my store,

,

But such eeking hath made my hart sore. '

In tho countryes, whereas I haue bene,

No being for those, that truely menc.
But for such, as of guile maken ga\-ne,

No such countrye, as there to remaine.

They scltcn to sale their shops of shame,
And maken a Mart of theyr good name.
Tlie shcpheards there robb^n one another.

And layen baytcs to beguile her brother.
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3r they will buy his sheepe out of the cote, 40 They saye they con to heauen the high way,
3r they will caruen the shepheards throte

The shepheards swayne you cannot wel ken,

But it be by his pryde, from other men :

rhey looken bigge as Bulls, that bene bate,

^d bearen the cragge so stifle and so state,

\s cocke on his dunghill, crowing cranck.

HOBBINOLL.

Diggon, I am so stifle, and so stanck.

That vne-th may I stand any more : '

\nd nowe the Westerne wind bloweth sore.

That rioNve is in his chiefe souereigntee, 50
Beating the withered leafe from the tree.

Sitte we downe here vnder the hill

:

rho may we talke, and tellcn our fill,

And make a mocke at the blustring blast.

Now say on"Ciggon, what cuer thou hast.

DiCGON.

Bobbin, ah bobbin, I curse the stounde, ^

That euer I cast to haue lorne this grounde.

Wel-away the while 1 was so fonde,

To leaue the good, that 1 had in hondc.

In hojx; of better, that was vncouth : 60

3o lost the Dogge the flesh in his mouth.
My sccly sheepe (ah secly shee|)e)

riiat hei^e by there I whilome vsd to keepe.

All were they luslye, as thou didst see.

Bene all sterued with pyne and penurte.

Hardly my sclfe escaped thilke payne,

Driuen for neede to come home agayne.

j

IIOBBINOLL.

lAh fon, now by thy l<«sc art taught,

[riuit sceldome chaunge the belter brought.
'

''-nt who liuis with Irytd stale, 70
:<• fcare no chaunge of frowning fate :

jjLiL wiio will sccke for vnkiiowne ga\ ne,

Oft Hues by losse, and le.uies with paync.

j

Diggon.

I wou- ne Ilobbin how I was Ix'witcht

\N ilh vayne dcsvrc, and \h>\k to l>c enricht.

Bui sicker so it is, as the bright starrc

.Seriiiclh ay greater, whi-n it is farre :

1 tlioughl the soylc would iiaiie made me rich :

Bui nowe I wole, it is nolliiiig sit ii. 7<7

I'or cylhi-r the slie|>clKards Ik-Mic ydle and still,

An<l k(l<ieof tlieyrshcciK , wh.il way lliey wyll

:

Or they bene fuLse, und lull of couetisc, "

And casteii to compassc m.my wrong emprise.

Bui themorelK-nefraighl wilhfraudaml.spiglit,

i:i g<H,d nor g<KKln«s taken delight :

l.indlc nnilrs of cotittck and yre,

W !u nwiih thi y srtte all the world on lire :

\Vlii< h when they thiiikeii agayne to «|uenrh

Willi holv wutcr, they duel' h'MLJ'^* ilntti li

But by ray soule I dare vndersaye, 91

They neuer sette foote in thai same troade.

But balk the right way, and strayen abroad.

They boast they han the deuill at commaund :

But aske hem therefore, what they han paund.
Marrie that great Pan bought with deare borrow,
To quite it from the blacke bowre of sorrowe.

But they han sold thilk siyne long agoe :

For thy woulden drawe with hem many moe.
But let hem gange alone a Gods name : 100

As they han brewed, so let hem beare blame.

HOBBINOLL.

Diggon, I praye thee sjx^ake not so dirke. '^

Such myster saying me seemeth to mirCe. L
Diggon.

Then playnely to speakeofshepheardsmostwhat,

Badde is the best (this english is flatt.)

Their ill hauiour garres men missiiy.

Both of their doctrine, and of their faye.

They sayne the world is much war then it wont,

.Ml for her shepheards bene beastly and blont. <

Other sayne, but how truely I note, 1 10

All for they holden shame of theyr cote.

Someslicke not losay,(whotecoleonher tongue)

That sike mischicfe grasj^th hem emong,
All for they Ciisten loo much of worlds care,

To deck her Dame, and enrich her heyre : t%

For such enchcason, If you gt)e nye, " »l

Fewc chymneis reeking you shall cspye :

The fatle Oxe, that wont ligge in the stal,

Is nowe fast stalled in her crumenall.

Thus chatten the |)eople in theyr steads, i:?o

Vlike as a Monster of many heads.

But they that shoot en neeresl the pricke,

Sayne, other tile fat from their lx*ardsdiK'n lick.

For bigge Bulks oj Inisau brace hem alxiul.

That with theyr hornes bullen the mtire stoutc:

But the leane soules Ireaden vnder f(H)te.

.And to seeke redresse moughl little lKH)ie :

For liker Ik'hc they to |)luck away more,

Then ought of the gotten giKnJ to ri'store.

For I hey l)ene like foule wagmyifi-s ouergrasl,

That if thy galage once stickelh fast, 131 '

"

The more to wind it out thou iltK-st sw\^ick,

Thou mouglit ay deeper and (leei><.T sinck.

\'el Ixtter leaue of with a little lovse,

'llien by mui h wrestling to leesc tlie grossc. >

'

lIolUUNOU..

Nowe Diggon, I sec thou sjK'ukesl to pluinc :

Ik'lUr it were, a little to feyne,

And I leanly couer, thai caiuiot Ik cured.

Such il. as is fortfd, moughl netUs Ik- eiulurtd.

Hut of sikc pasloures howe done the llocks \^

creciK.'

?

1 |0

\^ irt*'^
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DiGGON.

Sike as the shcpheards, sike bene her sheepe,

For they nill Usten to the shepheards voyce.

But if he call hem at theyr good choyce,

They wander at wil, and stray at pleasure,

And to theyr foldes yea.d at their owne leasure.

But they had be belter come at their cal

:

For many han into mischicfe fall.

And bene of rauenous Wolues yrent,

All for they nould be buxome and bent.

HOBBINOLL.

Fye on thee Diggon, and all thy foule leasing,

Well is knowne that sith the Saxon king, 151

Neuer was Woolfe scene many nor some,

Nor in all Kent, nor in Christendome

:

But the fewer Woolues (the soth to sayne,)

The more bene the Foxes that here remaine.

Diggon.

Yes, but they gang in more secrete wise.

And with sheepes clothing doen hem disguise,

They walke not widely as they were wont
For feare of raungers, and the great^hunt

:

But priuely proUing two and froe, 160

Enaunter they mought be inly knowe.

HOBBINOL.

Or priuie or pert yf any bene,

We h'Jih great Bandogs will teare their skinne.

Diggon.

Indeede thy ball is a bold bigge curre,

And could make a iolly hole in theyr furre.

But not good Dogges hem needeth to chace.

But heedy shepheards to discerne their face.

For all their craft is in their countenaunce.

They bene so graue and full of mayntenaunce.

But shall I tell thee what my selfe knowe, 170

unced to Roffynn not long ygoe ?

HOBBINOL.

Say it out Diggon, what euer it hight,

For not but well mought him betight.

He is so mecke, wise, and merciable,

And with his word his worke is conuenable. "^

Colin clout I wcne be his selfe boyc,

(Ah for Colin he whilome my ioye)

Shepheards sich, God mought vs many send,

That doen so carefully theyr flocks tend.

Diggon.

Thilk same shepheard mought I well marke :

He has a Dogge to byte or to barkc, iSi

Neuer had shc[)lK'ard so kene a kurrc.

That waketh, and if but a leafe sturrc.

Whilome there wonncd a wicked Wolfe,

That with niany a Lambe had glutted his gulfe.! Or slecpe, as some doen, all the long day

:

V. 1

his

And euer at night wont to repayre

Vnto the flocke, when the Welkin shone faircj

Ycladde in clothing of seely sheepe,

When the good old man vsed to slcepe.

Tho at midnight he would barke^nd ball, 19c

(For he had eft learned a curres call.)

As if a Woolfe were emong the sheepe.

With that the shepheard would brcake

sleepe.

And send out Lowder (for so his dog hote)

To raunge the fields with wide open throtc.

Tho when as Lowder was farre awaye.

This Woluish sheepe would catchen his pray,

A Lambe, or a Kidde, or a weanelLwast

:

With that to the wood would he speede him fast

Long time he vsed this slippery pranck, 20c

Ere Roffy could for his laboure him thanck.

At end the shepheard his practise spyed,

(For Roffy is wise, and as Argus eyed)

And when at euen he came to the flocke.

Fast in theyr folds he did them locke.

And tooke out the Woolfe in his counterfcci

cote,

And let out the sheepes bloud at his throte.

HOBBINOLL.

Marry Diggon, what should him aft'raye.

To take his owne where euer it laye .'* '

For had his wesand bene a little widder, 2i(

HewouldhaueSTeuouredbothhidderandshiddcr

Diggon.

Mischiefe light on him, and Gods great curse,

Too good for him had bene a great dcale worse

For it was a perilous beast aboue all.

And eke had he cond the shepherds call. ^/"

And oft in the niglit came to the shcpecote.

And called Lowder, with a hollow throtc,

As if it the old man selfe had bene.

The dog his maisters voice did it weene.

Yet halfe in doubt, he opened the dore, 22<

And ranne out, as he was wont of yore.

No sooner was out, but swifter then thought.

Fast by the hyde the Wolfe lowder caught

:

And had not Roffy renne to the steuen,

Lowder had be slaine thilke same euen.

HOBBINOLL.

God shield man, he should so ill haue thriue.

All for he did his deuo^T beliuc. 5-

If sike bene Wolues, as thou hast told.

How mought we Diggon, hem be-hold.

Diggon.

How, but with heede and watchfulnesse,

Forsta,llen hem of their wilinesse ? '

For thy with shepheard sittes not playc,

23<

A'
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Jut euer liggen in watch and ward,

"rom soddein force theyr flocks for to gard.

HOBBINOLL.

\h Diggon, thilke same rule were too straight,

i\\ the cold season to wach and waite.

Ve bene of fleshe, men as other bee.

Vhy should we be bound to such miseree ?

\Tiateuer thing lacketh chaungeable rest, 240

lougnt needes decay, when it is at best.

Diggon.

^h but Hobbinol, all this long talc,

"lought easeth the care, that doth me forhailc.*

Vluit shall I doe ? what way shall I wend,

\y piteous plight and losse to amend ?

^h good Hobbinol, mought I thee prayc,

)f ayde or counsell in my decaye.

HOBBINOLL.

Now by my soule Diggon, I lament

The haplcsse mischief, that has thee hent,-

Nethelcsse thou seest my lowly sailc, " 250

That froward fortune doth euer auaile.

But were Ilobbinoll, as God nnought please,

Diggon should soone find fauour and ease.

But if to my cotage thou wilt resort.

So as I can, I wil thee comfort

:

There mayst thou ligge in a vetchy bed,

Till fayrer Fortune shewe forth Ker head.

Diggon.

Ah Hobbinol, God mought it thee requite.

Diggon on fewe such frecnds did euer lite.

Diggons Embltmc. 260

Inopem vie copia fecit.

GLOSSE.

rhe Dialecte and phrase of speache in this Dia-
logue, seemeth som<;what to diffLT from the

coiTH;n. The cause whereof is supposed to be,

by occasion of the party herein meant, who
being very freend to the Author hereof, had
bene lonjr in forraine countryes, and there scene
many disorders, which he here recounteth to

Hobbinoll.
Jidde lier) Bidde pood morrow. For to bi<ldc, is

to praye, whereof coiiuiuth beatles for prayers,

and so ihey say, To bidde his beades. s. to saye
his prayers.

1^ 'H'"'y) quicklye, or sodenlye.
Jhaffre(i) solde.

J<ad at niiscliiefo) an vnusuall speache, but much
vsur[)ed of Lidgate, and sometime of Chaucer.

A-vft } di-are. Ivtht)easie.
fhrice thre moones) nine mondhes.
vleasured)for traueled. Wae) woe Northernly.
fVeked) encreased. Carui-n) cutte.

<<-nrn) know. Craijge) neck.
afati ) sfouJ<ly. Staiuk) weaiie or fainte.

\nd nowe) He applieth it l<> the tvn>e of the yeare,

which is in theiid of h.iTuest, whicli liiey enll the

fall of the leafe : at which tyme tiie \\'eslerne

kwyrxle beareih most swaye.
nuM-ke) Imitating Horace, Debcs ludibrium

veniis.

L<jrne) jefte. Soote) swcte.
Viicouthe) vt)kno\v«n.
Here by theri) here and there.

'\s the biij^hte) 1 r.insiateil out of Mantuane.
MmptiHf) for rnlerpriiiu. I'cr Syncopen.
'oniek) Mtifr. Trcxli) j)aili.

Maitie that) th.it \\ their soiiIes, whu h by popish
ICxotcismcH and pracdsen they danune to lull.

'"
' '•) I,,. II. Cjanj;e) jjoe Mmiei ) maner.

) ob-.rurr. \\'nrr«-) worse.
1 tiali)purHr. iJlUCr) « onip.ov.

tt,iii lii'Hon) o(-(MHion.
Oil. f ;>ta<it I ouerjjrowcn with jjrnMr.

e) hhoe. 1 lie ^lotnr) (he whole,
iiie and l>rnt)merke nnd obetli' nt.

......II kin^') K. Ivljj.irr, that r< i^-ned here in

Ut ylatiye III llie yi .ire i(f out Lend"-. \\ hi« h

king (MUM'd all the Wolum, whrrrof ihrn wa<i

tore in (hyt rountryr, by a proprr |Milicic to Ijc

destroyed. So as neuer since that time, there

haue ben Wolues here founde, \nlesse they were
brou;^iit from other countryes. And therefore
Hobbinoll rebuketh liim orvntruth, for sayinjj

there be Wolues in England.
Nor in Christendome) This saving seemeth to b.-

strange and vnreasonable : but indede it was
wont to be; an olde prouerbe ami comen phrase.

The original whereof was, lor that most part of

England in the reigne of king luhelhert w.is

christened, Kent onely except, wliich remavned
long after in mysbeliefe and vnchristenetf, So
that Kent was counted no part of Christendoma

r.reat hunt) Executing of lawes and iustice.

ICnaunter) least th.it.

Inly) inwardly. AlTore'iayde.
I'livie or l)eit) opt nly saytli Chaucer.
Koffy) The name of a she|>eheariie in Marot his

yKglogue of Robin and the Kinge. \\ home he
here commindeth for gicate care ami wis*-

gouirnance of liis tlock.

Colin < loute) Nowe 1 thinke no man doubteth but
bv Colin is euer iiuante the .Authour s»dli-.

\Vln)se especiall good Ireend Hobbinoll sayth he
is. or more lightly Maysttr (iabnt I Haruey : of
wliose s|Heiall commendation, nswell in I'tM-trye

as Rhelorike and other choyce Kaining, we haue
l.itely liad a suflirient ti > all in diiieise his woi kes,

but spei iailv in his Miisaium Eachiyira-, and his

l.ite (itatul.itiomim Wildineiisium which lioke in

the piogii-sse at .'Vudley in l-".ss«-x, he di-dic.'lted

in writing to her Maiisti^e. Afteiwa'ii pres<*nting

the Haini' in piiiit Mito her Hightuvsr nt the
worshipiull Maister Capells in HeitlordHhiie.
IJiside other his sundtyr most rare and \<-r)

notable writingH, paiicdy Mider viiknown Tythn,
nnd partly vnder <-<>unlet l.iyt iinmi s, ns hya
!'> rnnnomasiix. Ins ( )de Natalitia, h's Kameidos,
atitl rss|M-<'inlly that pattr ot riidomusus, hit

diiiiiie .Xnlieosinopolita, and liiuriH olhri ttl Ivke
import.nice. An aU>> by the nnmr<i of olnrf
•hepheaidrs, he coneieth the prtHon* ol diue»«

other hi« familiar trrendeii and ttokt aci|uayn-

tauncr.
Thin tale of Koffy nrrmrth to coloure »ome pnrli-

eul.ir Attion uf hi*. But what, 1 rrrtrinlyo
know not^
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Wonned) haunted. Welkin) skie. Afforesaid.

A Weanell waste) a weaned youngling.
Hidderandshidder)Heandslie. Male and Female.
Steuen) Noyse. Beliue) quickly.

What euer) Quids verse translated.

Quod caret alterna requie, durabile non est.

Forehaile) drawe A: distresse.

Vetchie) of Pease strawe.

Embleme.

This is the saying of Narcissus in Ouid. For when

the foolishe boye by beholding hys face in the

brooke, fell in loue with his owne likenesse:

and not hable to content him selfe with much
looking thereon, he cryed out, that plentye made
him poore, meaning that much gazing had bereft

him of Since. But our Diggon vseth it to other
purpose, as who that by tryall of many wayes
had founde the worst, and through greate plentye
was fallen into great penuiie. This poesie I

knowe, to haue bene much vsed of the author,

and to suche like effecte, as fyrste Narcissus
spake it.

October.

JEgioga

ARGVMENT.
yN Cuddle is set out the perfecte paterne oj

a Poete, whiche finding no maintenaunce oj

his state and studies, coniplayneth of the con-

iempte oj Poetrie, and the causes thereof:

Specially hauing bene in all ages, and euen

amongst the most barbarous ahvayes of singular

accounpt and honor, and being indede so ivorthy

and commendable an arte : or rather no arte, but

a diuine ^ift and heauenly instinjt not to bee

gotten by hwoiifeHn^ learmng, bufadorned with

both : and poured into the icitte by a certaine

ivOdvaiaafxoi. and celestiall inspiration, as the

Author hereof els where at large discourseth, in

his booke called the English Poete, which booke

being lately come to my hands, I mynde also by

Gods grace vpon further aduisement to publish.

decima.

Pierce. Cvddie.

CVddie, for shame hold vp thy heauye head,

And let vs cast with what delight to

chace, '\r
(ii

And weary thys long lingring Phcvbus race. -^

Wliilome thou wont the shepheards laddes to

leade, CV_
^ _

,

In rymes, in ridlcs, and in bydding base : W^
Now they in thee, and thou in slecpe art dead.

Cvddye.

Piers, I haue pyped erst so long with payne,

That all mine Otcn reedcs bene rent and wore:

And my poore Muse hath spenthcr sparcdstore,

Vet little good hath got, and much Icsse

gayne. lo

Such plcasaunce makes theGrashoppersopoor<?,

Andliggeso layd, when Winter dothher strain,e:

i^IL. c ..J.r-W^
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The ^dappeijiitties, that I wont deuise,

To feecfe youthes fancie, and the flocking fry,

Delighten much : what I the bett for thy ? -

They han the pleasure, I a sclender prise.

1 beate the bush, the byrds to them doe flye

:

IJfVhat good thereof to Cuddie can arise ?

PiRES.

\Cuddie, the prayse is better, then the price, ^,
The glory eke much greater then the gayne :*"

what an honor is it, to restraine 21

The lust of lawlesse youth with good aduice : ^
Or pricke them forth with pleasaunce of th)l

vaine,
I

Whereto thou list their trayned willes entice.

Soone as thou gynst to sette thy notes in frame,
'

how the rurallroutes to thee doe cleaue :
|

Seemeth thou dost their soule of sence bereaue,

All as the shepheard, that did fetch his dame
From piiiloes balefull.bowre withouten leaue :

His musicEs might the hellish hound did tame.

CVDDIE.

So praysen babes the Peacoks spotted traine,

And wondren at bright Argus blazing eye :

But who rewards him ere the more for thy ?

Or feedcs him once the fuller by a grainc ?

Sija' prayse is gmoke,tiuit sheddtth in the skye,

Sike wordsbene wypd,and wastensoonemvayne.

Pier's.

Abandon then the base and viler clownc,—

^

Lyft vp thy sclfe out of the lowly dust

:

And sing of bloody Mars, of wars, of giu^ts,3o
1

Turne thee tothose, tluit weld the awful crowne.

And eft did sing of warres and deadly drede,

So as the Heauej)s.did quake his verse to here.

But ah Meamas is yclad in claye, ~'^ 61

And great Augustus long ygoe is dead r, /'^'Z^

And all the worthies liggenj^a^tjnleadg^ ^ ^^^

Tha^^ nriatter made forToeTs on lo-pla^
^Wpuer, ^vhn jn derring doe were dreade, >,

The loftie verse of hem was loued aye. >^

But after vertue gan for age to stoupe,

And mighty manhode brought a bedde of ease

;

The vaunting Poets found nought worth a pease, •

To put in preace emong the learned troUpe. 70

Tho gan the streames of flowing wittes to cease,

And sonnebright honour pend in shamefuU
coupe.

And if tl^at any buddes of Poesie,

Yet of the old stocke gan to shoote agayne : iA^
Or it mens follies mote be forst to fayne, fi-^^t*^
And rolle with rest in rymcs of rybaudrye :*\(%^»^^
Or as it sprong, it wither must agayne : *

ToniJPiper makes vs bettermelodie. iftjtls^ ^

K^'"' Piers. ^
pierlcsse Poesye, where is then thy place ? 1^"^'^

If nor in Princes pallacc thou doe sitt : vlSoi^yvt/*^

(And yet is Princes pallace the most titty^^

Ne brest of biiscr birth doth thee embrace.

Then make thee wmges of thine iispyring wit,

And, whence thou camst, flye backe to heauen
\f

apace.

CVDDIE.

Ah Percy it is all to weake and wannc,

t/^

To doubted Knights, whose woundlesse armour So higii to sore, and make so lar^e a flight

:

rusts,

An<i helines vnbruzed wexen dayly browne.

There may thy Muse display her fluttryng wing,
And stnlch lierselfeal large fromK;ist toVVcst:

Whither thou list in fayre Elisa rest,

jj, thee please in bigger notes to sing,

Tlu.iunce the worthy whomc shee lomlh best,

Th.it (irst the whitehcarctotheslakedid bring.

And when the stiibbornc etjokc of stronger
stounds,

""*

I fas somewhat slackt the tenor of ihy string :

Of loue and histihcad tiio mayst thou sing, 51

And carrol lowdc, and KadetlicMsllcrsrowrulc,
All were Elis<i one of ihilke same ring.

S(j nimight inxxCuddits name lolleaucnsuwnde.

Indrrde the Romish Tilyrus\\ hcnrc,
Tlirtnigli his Mecnuas left his Oaten rccdc,
VVh( rconhcrarsl had taught his fl'nks tofecde,
And laboured Lnds to yield the timely earc,

Her i)eeccd pyneons bene not so m plight,

For Colin fittes sucii famous flight to scanner

He, were he not witli hnie s«) ill !)edigiit,

Would mount as higli, and sing as soote as

Swanne. 90
PlRI.S.

Ah fon, for loue docs teach him climbc so hie,

And lyftes him v|) out of the loathsome myrt

:

Sucii immortalhiiirrhor, as he ilotli admire,
Woultl rayse ones niynd aboue the starry skie.f

.And CiUjie a c.i\ hue corage to as|iire.

For loftv loue doth loath a lowl\- eye.

D'DDIK.

,\11 otherwisf the slate of VocX. stands,

For lordly loue is sucli a Tyranne fell:

Tiuit where ho rules, all |K)wor he dtnh exixll.

Tlie vaunle<l verse n vacant head ilemaundes,

Nc wont with crublH-d rare the Muses ilwell.

X'nwisely weaues, that I.ikes two wiblns in

liand.

3

t
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1
Who euer casts to compasse weightye prise,

Aad thinks to throwe out thondiing words of

threate

:

.

, ,

Let powre in lauish cups and thriftie bitts of

meate,

For Bacchus fruite is frend to Phoebus wise.

And when withWine the brainebeginstosweate,

The nombers flowe as fast as spring doth ryse.

Thou kenst not Percie howe the ryme should

rage.

if my temples were distaind with wine, 110

And girt in girlonds of wild Yuie twine,

How I could reare the Muse on stately stage.

And tcache her tread aloft in bus-kin fine, i

With queint Bellona in her equipage. -,

But ah my corage cooles ere it be warmc,
For thy, content vs in thys humble shade :

Where no such troublous tydes han vs assayde,

Here we our slender pipes rnay safely charme.

PiRES.

And when my Gates shall han their bellies layd:

Cuddle shall haue a Kidde to store his farme.

Cuddies Embleme.

Agitante calescimus illo &c.

121

GLOSSE.

This ^glogue is made in imitation of Theocritus
hisxvi. Iclilion, wliereinhco reproued theTyranne
Hiero of Syracuse for liis iiijjardise towarde

1. Poetes, in whome is the power to make men
Ij immortal for theyr good dedes, or shameful for

their naughty lyfe. And the lyke also is in
Mantuane, The style hereof as also that in

Theocritus, is more loftye then the rest, and
applyed to the heighte of Poetical 1 witte.

Cuddle) I doubte whetlier by Cuddle be specified
the authour selfe, or some other. For in the
eyght ^glogue the same person was brougiit in,

singing a Cantion of Colins making, as he sayth.
So that some doubt, that the persons be different.

Wliilome) sometime. Oaten reedi;s) Auena.
Ligge so layde) lye so faynt and vnlustyc.
Dapper) pretye.
Frye) is a bold Metaphore, forced from the spawn-

ing fishes. For the multitude of young fish be
called tlie frye.

To restraine.) This place seemeth to conspyre with
- Plato, who in his first booke de Legibus sayth,

that the first inuention of Poetry was of very
vertuous Intent. For at wliat time an infinite
number of youth vsually came to theyr great
solemne feastes called Panegyrica, which the}'

vsed cuery fiue yeere to hold, some learned man
being more hable then the rest, for speciall gyftes
of W3'tte and Musicke, would take vpon him to
sing fine \erses to the people, in prayse eyther of
vertue or of victory or of immortality or such
like. At whose wonderful gvft al men being
astonled and as It were rauish(>d, with delight,
thinking (as it was indeed) that he was inspired
from aboue, called him vatem : which kinde of
men afliMwarde framing their verses to lighter
musick (as of musick be many kinds, some
sadder, some lighter, some martiall, some
heroical : and so diuersely eke aflect the mynds
of men) found out lighter matter ot Poesle also,
some playing wyth lou(;, some scorning at mens
fashions, some powred out in pleasures, and so
were called Poetes or makers.

Sence bitn-aue) \vliat the secrite working of Musick
Is in the myndes of men, aswell appeareth, here-
by, that somi; of the auncient Philosophers, and
those the moste wise, as Plato and I'ythagoras
held for opinion, that the niynd was made of
a certaine hannonie and musicall nombers, for
ih-; great compassion and likeius of affection In

llioiie and In the other as also by that memorable

history ofAlexander: towYiomwhenasTlmotheus
the great Musitian playd the Phrygian melodie,
it is said, that he was distraught with such
vnwoiited fury, that streight way rysing from the
table in great rage, he caused himselfe to be
armed, as ready to goe to warre (for that musick
is very war like :) And immediatly whenas the

Musitian chaunged his stroke into the Lydlan
and lonlque harmony, he was so furr from
warring, tliat he sat as styl, as If he had bene in

matters of counsell. Such might is in musick.
Wherefore Plato and Aristotle forbid the Arabian
Melodie from children and youth. For that

being altogither on the fyft and vii, tone, it is of

great force to mollfie and quench the kindly
courage, which vseth to burne in yong brests.

So that it is not incredible which the Poete here
sayth, that Musick can bereaue the soule of

Sence.

The shepheard that) Orpheus : of whom is sayd,
that by his excellent skil in Musick and Poetry,
he recouered his wife Eurydice from hell.

Argus eyes) of Argus is before said, that luno to

him committed hir husband lupiter his Paragon
16, bicause he had an hundred eyes : but after-

warde Mercury wyth h)s Musick lulling Argus
aslepe, slew him and brought 16 away, whoso
eyes it is sayd that luno for his eternall memory
placed in her byrd the Peacocks tayle. For
those coloured spots indeede resemble eyes.

Wound lesse armour) vnwounded in warre, doe rust

through long peace.
Display) A poeticall metaphore: whereof the mean-

ing is, that if the Poet list showe his skill In

matter of more dignitle, then is the homely
.i^^glogue, good occasion is him offered of higher
veyiie ancf more Heroicall argument, in the

person of our most gratious soueraign, whom
(as before) he calletn Elis.a. Or if mater of

knighthoode and ciieualrie please him better,

that there be many Noble and valiaunt men, that

aie both worthy of his payne in theyr deserued
prayses, ami also fauourers of hys skil and
faculty.

The woithy) he meaneth (as I guesse) the most
honorable and renowmed the Erie of Leycester,
whom by his cognisance (although the same be

also proper to otlierj rather then uy his name he

bewrayeth, being not likely, that the names of

noble princes be known to country clowne.
Slack) that is when thou chaungest thy verse fro^

> 'a
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stately discourse, to matter of more pleasaunce
and delight.

The Millers) a kind of daunce.
Ring) company of dauncers.
[The Romisn Tityrus) wel knowea to be Virgne, who

Whereon) in these three verses are the three

seucrall workes of \'irgile intended. For in

teaching his flocks to fcede, is meant his

./Eglogues. In labouring of lands, is hys Buco-
liqucs. In singing of wars and deadly dreade,
is his diuine iEneis figured.

In derring doe) In manhoode and cheualrie.

For euer) He sheweth the cause, why Poetes were
wont be had in such honor of noble men ; that

is, that by them their worthines and valor shold
through theyr famous Posies be commended to

al posterities. Wherfore it issayil, that Achilles
liad neuer bene so famous, as he is, but for

Homcres immortal verses. Which is the only
aduantage, which he had of Hector. And also
that Alexander the great comming to his tombe
in Sigius, wiili naturall tians bhssed him, that

euer was his hap to be honoured \\ ith soexcelK nt

a Poets work : as so renoum<'d and ennobled
oncly by hys meanes. Which being declare<i in

a most eloquent Oration of Tullies. is of Petrarch
no lessc worthely siite forth in a sonet

Ciiunto Alexan<lro a la f.imosa tomba
Del feio Achiile sospirando disse

() fortunate che si chiara tromba. TrouastI &c.

And that such account hath bene ahvayes made
of Poet( s, aswdl sheweth this that tin- worthv
Scipio in all his warrcs against Cnithage and
Numanlia had cuiTinon* in his c<jnipaiiy, and
that in a most familiar sort the good olcfe Po«-t

Ennius : as also that Al<xann<r destroying
Thebes, whi-n he was eiiforined that the famous
Lyiirk Poet Pindaius was borne in that citie,

not onely < ommaunded streightly, that no man
bhouM vpon p.ivn<! of death do any \ iolence to

that house by lire or otlurwise : but also spec ia 11 v
spared iijost, and som<^ hi^;lily r<w;iid(<l, that
wrre of hys kinne. So fauoured he the only
nameofa Ptx-fe. Whyeh |)ra>se otherwise was
in the same man no lesse famous, that when he
came to ransarkiiig of king Datius colleis,

whom hr lately hailouerthrowcii, he foun<le in

a little CoffiT of fiiiuer the two IxiokeS of UdMiers
workn, an layd vp tlptc fj)r speciall iewills and
rirhrsse, whit h he taking iIkmu e put one ol tin ni

dayly in his bcjsomr, and tliDtnrr ruery night
layd"' vndrr his pillowe. Such honor haui- P<k tes

alwayes fimeid in llie sight of piirues iind noble
men. VS hii h this autlmr hrre very well sheweth,
ns els where more notalily.

Hut nfjen he hIi' weth the cause of conlrmpt «»f

I'«M-try to be idienessr and basrneime of mynd.
pent) shut \p in sloutli, ua in n coopc ur (age.
loin pi()rr) An Iioniiall Sarcasinus, Hp<>k< ii in

«|prision of tlirsi- nidi* wils, wliv«li m.ike inoir
account of n ryming ryliaiid. thin of akill

groundnl vpon Ic-utning nn<i iiidgmrnl.
N<- l)rrst) the tneftnrr soit o( men.
Her pel ( rd pinrons) \n| effect nkil. Spoken wylh
humble modcilir.

As soote as Svvanne) The comparison seemeth to
be strange : for the swanne hath euer vvonne
small co.mmendation for her swete singing : but
it is sayd of the learned that the swan a little

before hir death, singeth most pleasantly, as
prophecying bj- a secrete instinct her neere
destinie .\s wel sayth the Poete elswhere in one
of his sonetts.

The siluer swanne doth sing before her dying day
•As shee that feeles the deepe delight that is in

death i:c.

Immortall myrrhour) Beauty, which is an excellent
obiect of Poetica:l spirites, as appeareth by the
worthy Petrachs saying.

Fiorir faceua il mio debile ingegno
A la sua ombra, ct crescer ne gli afTanni.

A caytiue corage) a base and abiect minde.
I-'or lofty loue) I think this playing with the letter

to be ratiier a fault then a figure, aswel in our
English tongue, as it hath bene alwayes in the
Latine, called Cacozelon.

A vacant) 'imitateth Mantuanes saying. \ acuum
curis diuina cerebrum Poscit.

Lauishcups) Resembieth that cotnen verse Fa;cundi
calices (jiiem non fecere disertuiii.

O if my) He seemeth here to be rauished with
a PcK-iical furie. For (it one rightly mark) the
numbers rise so ful, and the verse groweth so big,
that it seemeth he hath forgot tlic mcanencssc of
shepluatiJs slate and stile.

Wild yuie) for it is de<iicatedto Bacchus»/»n<l there-
fore it is sayd that the M.enades^that is Bacchus
franticke priestes) vsed in theyr sacrifice to carry
Tliyrsos, which were pointed staues or lauelins,
w ra|)[>ed about with yuie.

In buNkin) it was the maner of Poote<» and plaiers
ill liagi-dies to were buskins, as also in Comedies
to \se stoekis and light shoes. So that the
buskin in Poetry is vseil tor tragical matter, as
is saiil in \ irgile. Sola S(jjihocleo tua carmina
digna cothurno. And the like in Horace, Alag-
mini loqui, niticpie coiliuino.

Q)iieiiu) Strang!- Beliona ; the goddesse of hattailc,
th.it IS Pallas, wliu h nia\ tlu lelore wel be called
tjuemt ft)r that (is Liui.iii sailli) when lupiter
hir lather was in traueije of h«r, he caused his
Sonne Vuleamt with his axe to hew his head.
Out of which le.iped forth lustely a valiant
damsell aimed at all poyntes, whom seeing
N'uU.ine so laiie and comely, lightlv le.iping to
her, pujieireil her some tot lesie, which the Lndy
(lisdeign:ng, shaked hei speare at him, and threat-
ned hissaucineNse. I'hciclurcsuch siraungeiieHSe
is w«-ll upplyel to her.

i1'"<iuipagi'.) onler. Tydes) seasons.
Lliaime) temper and order. For (.'hutmes were
wont to Ik- niadi by vi-rst--* as Ouiil sayth.

Aut ki carminibus.

Emblcmc.
Hen by is meant, a* oNo in the whole course of

this /l'-gloj;ue, that Poetiy IS u duiine iiislmt t

aixl vnn.ituiai r.i^e p.issin^ the te.iche oi comm
i< ason. \N liDiii I'll isniiswcu-th l-°piplioiieniaiu«is

ns admiring the exee.lencye ot the skyll whcuof
in Luddic lice haddc alrcadyc haddc a ta«tc.
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Nouember.

JEgloga vndecima, l ,^, i^-

ARGV^IENT.
/iV this xt. JEglogue he hewayleth the death

of some mayden of greate blond, ivhom he

calleth Dido. The personage is secrete, and to

me altogether vnknowne, albe of him selje I often

required the same. This /Eglogue is made in

imitation of Marot his song, which he made vpon
ike death of Loys the frenche Queene. But farre

passing his reache, and in myne opinion all other

the Eglogues of this booke.

.

Thenot. Colin.

COlin my deare, when shall it please thee

singv-'v

As thou were wont songs of some iouisaunce ?i'

Thy Muse to long slombreth in sorrowmg,
Lulled a sleepe through loues misgouernaunce..'Cr"

Now somewhat sing, whose endles souenaunce,| -^'

Emong the shepeheards swaines may aye re-

maine, (

Whether thee list thy loued lasse aduaunce,
[^^

Or honor Pan with hymnes of higher vaine.

Colin.

Thenot, now nis the time of merimake.
Nor Pan to herye, nor with loue to playe : 10

Sike myrth irTNlay is meetcst for to make,
Or summer shade vndcr the cocked haye.

1 Vi -> 3^A

But nowe sadde Winter we]ked hath the day
And Phoebus weary of his yerely taske,

Vstabled hath his steedes in lowlye lave, .

And taken vp his ynne in Fishes haske. ^

Tliilke sollein season sadder plight doth aske

And loatheth sike delightes, as thou does

prayse

:

ThemornefullMuse in myrth now list ne maski

As shee was wont in youngth and sommt
dayes. ^

.-" 2

But if thou al^te lust light virelayes,
"^

And looser songs of loue to vnderfong t -

Who but thy selfe deserues sike Poetes prayse

Relieue thy Oaten pypes, that sleepen long.

Thenot.

he Nightingale is souereigne of song, «..

fore him sits the Tilmose silent bee : ,IU

And I vnhtte to thrust in skilfull thronge, ex.

Should Colin make iudge of my fooleree. ' ^.

Nay, better learne of hem, tliat learned bee,

And han be watered at the Muses well : 3

The kindlye dewe droj)S from the higher treC;

And wets the little plants that lowly dwell. .'

But if sadde winters wrathe and season chill

Accorde not with thy Muses meriment : (j(f^

To sadder times thou mayst attune thy quill

And ^ing of sorrowe and deathes dreeriment.

'Atv-» ^ <x W<Vi>t>
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For deade is Dido, dead alas and drent, \

Dido the greate shepehearde his daughter

^ sheene

:

The fay-rest May she was that euer went,

Her Uke shee has not left behinde I weene. 40
And if thou wilt bewayle my wofuU tene : ?

I shall thee giue yond Cosset for thy pa\ne : '^

And if thy rytnes as rownd and rufull bene.

As those that did thy Rosalind complayne.
Much greater gyfts for guerdon thou shalt

gayne, v

Then Kidde or Cosset, which I thee bynempt

:

Then vp I say, thou iolly shepeheard swayne,
Let not my small demaund be so contempt.

Colin.

Thenol to that I choose, thou doest me tempt,
But ah to well I wote my humble vaine, 50
And howe my rymcs bene rugged andvnkcmpt

:

Yet as I conne, my conning 1 will strayne.

VP then Mel^otju:ae thou mournefulst Muse
of nyne,^——

-

Such cause of mourning neuer hadst afore :^ /

Vp gricslie j^hostcs and vp my rufull rymc,''

Matttr^oTmyrth now shalt thou haue no more.""

For dead slice is, that myrtli tlice made of yore. '

•

Dido my dcare aUis is dead,

Dead and lyctli wrapt in lead :

Ohcauichersc,'*' ^ »^ 60
Let streaming tcarts be poured out in store :'

{,«, airejull verse.

Shc[)licards, that by your (locks on Kc•nli^lh

downcs abyde, 1

Waile ye this wofull wqMj^of natures warkc :

VVaile wc the wight, whose presence was our
prydc

:

'

VVailc we the wight, whose absence is our cajjve.

The Sonne of all the world is dirninc and darke :

The earth now lacks her wonted light.

And all we dwell in deadly night,

vO heauie herse. 70
Brcakc wc our pyix:s, that slirild as lowdc as

L'lrke,

vO (:aref>ill verse.

Why dcx; wc longer Hue, (ah why liuc wc so
long)

\M»osc better (layes death hath shut vp inwoc ?

The f.iyrest Ihxire our gyrh^nd all itnoiig,

Is faded (juitc and into dust y^oc-.

Sing now yc shcpheards daughters, sing nn moe
The songs that Colin tua<le in her praysc,
r.iil into weeping turne your wanton luycs,

() hcauie hersc, 80
Now is time to dye. Nay time was long ygoc,

O carefull verse.

Whence is it, that the fiouret of the field doth 1

fade,
—

/

And lyeth buryed long in Winters bale : 1

Vet soone as spring his mantle doth displaye,
/

It floureth fresh, as it should neuer fayle ?

But thing on earth that is of most availe.

As vertues braunch and beauties budde,
Reliuen not for any good.
~ O heauie herse, 90

The braunch once dead, the budde eke needes
must quaile,

carefull verse.

She while she was, (that was, a woful word to
sayne)

For beauties prayse and pltsaunce had no pere :

So well she couth the shepherds enlettayiie,

With cakes and cracknells and such country
chere.

Ne would she scorne the simple shepheards
swaine.

For she would cal hem often heme
And giue hem curds and clouteJ Creame.

heauie herse, 100

Als Colin clonk she would not once disdayne.
"

carefull verse.

But nowe sike happy cheere is turnd to heauie
chaunce.

Such pleasauncc now displast by dolor^ dint : \»

All Musick sleepes, where death doth leade^the

daunce.

And shepherds wonted solace is extinct. ^
The blew in blp.(;j^ i.

the fn-ti u-^in g f^^y is tinf^>
'I'lie gaudic giildiuls ^trrtcTifr giaue.

The faded llowns her corse cmbraue. ^

O heauie herse, no
Morne nowe my Muse, now morne with tearcs

bes[)rint.

O airefuU verse.

thou greate shepheard Loilnn, how great is

thy griefe,

Where l)enet he nosegayes that sheilighl fort hoc:

The colourd chaplets wrought \\H\i a chiefc,

The knotted rushrings, and gilte Koseniarec ?

For shee deemed nt)lhing too ilecre for thee.

Ah they bene all ydacl in i la\

,

One bitter bhtst blewc all away.
heauie herse, 1^0

lliereof nought ri.inaynes but the nuiuoree.

O carefull verse.

Ay nie .that drcerie death should strike so

mort all stroke,

That ran vndoc Dame natures kimlly course:

The f.id(i]J(Kkes (all from the loftie oke,
'1 lie lioilds cIo '. Ml .r, f. ir ( Ii v c .1 i , r In \ i si mi m-
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And flouds of teares flowe in theyr stead

perforse.

The mantled medowes mourne,

Theyr sondry colours tourne.

heauie herse, 130

Theheauensdoe melt in teares without remorse.

carefuU verse.

The feeble flocks in field refuse their former

foode,

And hang theyr heads, as they would learne to

weepe

:

1^
The beastes in forest wayle as they were woode,

Except the Wolues, that chase the wan^rm^
sheepe

:

Now she is gon that safely did hem keepe,

Jui*^^heTurtle on the bared braunch.

Laments the wound, that death did launch.

heauie herse, 140

Ja. . Aiid,Philomcle her song with teares doth steepe.

fi^/^'^i.^V careTuU verse.

The water Nymphs, that wont with her to sing

and daunce,

And for her girlond Oliue braunches beare,

Now balofull boughes of Cypres doen aduaunce

:

The Muses, that were wont greene bayes to

weare,

Now bringen bitter Eldre braunches seare,

2 yA^ ~ The fatal! sisters eke repent,
C Her vitall tl^ede so soone was spent.

heauie herse, 150
Morne now my Muse, now morne with heauie

cheare.

carcfull verse.

trustlesse state of earthly things, and slipper

hope :l isXr^-"^
Of mortal men, that sj\incke and swgate for

nought.

And shooting wide, doe misse the marked
scope : .

Now haue I learnd (a lesson derely bought)
That nys on earth assuraunce to be sought

:

For what might be in carthlie mould.
That did her buried body hould,

heauie herse, 160
Yet saw I on the beare when it was brought

carefull verse.

But maugre death, and dreaded sisters deadly
si)ight,

And gates of hel, and fyrie furies forse :

She halh the bonds broke of i^tc-rnall night,

Her soule vnbodied of the burdcnous corpse

Why then weepes Lobbin so without remorse ?

Lobb, thy losse no longer lament,
Dido nis dead, but into heauen hent. ':

happyx herse, "
1 70

Cease nowrnyMuse, now cease thy sorrowes
sourse,

ioyfull verse.

Why wayle we then ? why weary we the Gods
with playnts.

As if some euill were to her betight ?

Slie_[aigiies,5^oddesse now cinong_the saintes.

That whilome ^vaFThe saynt of shepheaMs
Hght

:

And is enstalled nowe in heauens hight.

1^e thee blessed soule, I see,

Walke in Elisian fieldes soiree.

happy herse, iSc

Might I once come to thee (0 that I might)
ioyfuU verse.

Vnwise and wretched men to weete whats gooc

or ill,

We deeme of Death as doome of ill desert

:

But knewe we foolcs, whaTIt vs bringes vntil

Dye would we dayly, once it to expert.

No daunger there the shepheard can astert

:

Fayre lieldes and pleasaunt layes there"bene

The fieldes ay fresh, the grasse ay greene :

happy herse, 19c

Make hast ye shepheards, thether to reuert,

ioyfull verse.

Dido is gone afore (whose turne shall be th<

next ?)

There Hues shee with the blessed Gods in blisse

There drincks s\\Q Neclar with Ambrosia mixt

And ioyes enioyes, mat mortall men doe missc

The honor now of highest gods she is,

That whilome was poore shepheards pryde,

While here on earth she did abyde.

happy herse, 20c

Ceasse now my song, my woe now wasted is.

ioyfull verse.

Thenot.

Ay franckc shepheard, how bene thy verse:

meint ^^—

-

n

Witli doolful pkasauncc, so as I ne wotte, /Y
Whether reioyce or weepe for great constraintej

Thyne be the cossette, well hast thow it gotte
\'p Colin vp, ynough thou morned hast, "—

^

Now gynncs to nuzzle, hyc wc homeward fast

Colins Emblcme.

La niort ny niord. 21c

y KaK'-^
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GLOSSE.

louisaunce) myrth. Souenaunce) remembraunce.
IHeri'.;) honour.
jWelked) shortned or empayred. As the Moone

b<-ing in the waine is saydf. of Liilj^ate to \selk.

|In lowly lay) according to the season of the inoneth
Noueiiibcr, when the sonne draweth low in the

South toward his Tropick or returne.

lln Cshts haske) the sonne, reigneth that is, in the

signe Pisces all Nouember. A haske is a wicker
pad, wherein they vse to cary fish.

Virelaies) a light kind of song.
Bee watri-d) For it is a saying of Poetcs, that (hey

haue dronk of the Muses well Castalias, whereof
•was before sufficiently sayd.

Dreriinent) dreei y and neauy cheere.

The great shephcard) is some man of high degree,

and not as some vainely suppose God Pan. The
person both of the shephearde and of Dido is

vnknowcn an<l closely buried in the Authors
conceipt. But out of doubt I am, that it is not

Rosalind, as some imagin : for he speaketh soone
after of her also.

Shene)fayre and shining. May") for mayde.
Tene) sorrow. Guerdon) reward.
Bynempt) be(jucthed.
Cosset) a lambe brought vp without the dam.
Vnkcmpt) Incompli Not corned, that is rude and
vnhansome.

Melpomene) The sa<ldc and waylefull Muse \ s<<l

of Poirts in honor of Tragedies : as saitli Virgile

Mrlpomcne Tragico proclamat masta boalu.
Vp gricsly gosts) The maner of Tragical! Poetes,

"'
for hi

I I'.uripKlcs, ami la
in of Seneca. And the rest of th(! rest

to call for hil])c of Furies and <lamned ghostes :

so is Hecuba of F-uripides, and Tantalus brought

H<-rse)is the .solenme obse(juie in funeralles.

Wa^t of) decay of so beautifull a peece.

Carke) care.

Ah why) an elegant F.panotlhosis. As also soone
aftir. Nay time was l<jng ago.

Floufet) a diminuliuit for a httlt; floure. This is

a iu)t;ib!c aii<l sententious comparison A tnin(jre

ad inatus.

Rtliucn notlliue not againe s. not in theyr earthly
bcidii s : for in heuuen tiny enioy their due
r(-war<i.

Tlie braunrh) He inraneth Dido, who being, as it

were the may tie biauii< h now witheieil ihebuddes
that is bcautiu (as he wiy 1 afoie) can no moie
flourish.

With cakes) fit (nr shephrnrds bankets.
He.ime) for liuiiic. After the noilherne pro

noiineifig

Tinct) d«v<d or ntayned.
Tim ((.ludif) thr meaning is, that the things, whii h

wt<' the oinamenls «>f her lyfe, me made tin;

honor of her funer.ill, ;is is vied in bui i.ilK.

bobbin) the name of a nhephc-rd, which sr«-meth to

li.iur bene the loner nr>c| deere (rende «)( Dido.
Ru'>liiirigs) ngre<-ubl'' for such bnv gyflen.

Fadeil liM k.v) <lf yi il le.iuis. Ah i( Natuie her »<dfe

Ix-wayled the death of the Mayile.
S<»urv) Nptitig.

M.Tni!"«l mrdowrs» for the doiuh y flowtes are like

(I M.inlle or conii I. I wrought with Uianvcoloius.
Pllilomrjj ) tlir Niglilingnle. W'liomr the I'm-lrs

fnine once to hau'- Ikmk- a Lndyol great lieaut v,

(ill being rnuished by hit mtieiH hiisbnnde, hIu-

desired to bo> turned into a byrd of her name.
Whose complaintes be very well set forth of
Ma. George Gaskin a wittie gentleman, and the
\ery chefe of our late rymers, who and if some
partes of learning wanted not (albee it is well
knowen he altogylher wanted not learning 1 no
doubt would haue attayned to the excellencye of
those famous Poets. For gifts of wit and
naturall promptnesse appeare in hym aboun-
dantly.

Cypresse) vsed of the old Paynims in tlie furnishing
of their funerall Pompe. And properly the signe
of all sorow and heaufnesse.

The fatall sisters) Clotho Lachesis and Atropos,
daughters of Herebus and the Nighte, whom the
Poetes fayne to spinne the life of man, as it were
a long threde, which they drawe out in length,
till his fatal howre and timely death be coiue;
but if by other casualtie his ciayes bi; abridged,
then one of them, that is Atropos, is savde to
haue cut the threde in twain. Hereof commeth
a common verse.

Clotho colum baiulat, lachesis trahit, Atropos
occat.

trustlesse) a gallant exclamation moralized with
great wisedom and jjassionate wyth great
affection.

Beare) a frame, wheron they vse to lay the dea«l
corse.

Furies.) of Poetes be feyned to be three, 5^*rsephone
Alecto and Megera, which an*, sayd to be the
Authours of all euill and mischiefe.

Rternall might) Is death or darknesse of hell.

Betiglit) h ijjpened.

1 set-) A liuely Icon, or representation as if he saw
her in hiauen present.

Ely!>ian fieldes) l)e deuised of Poetes to l>e a place
of pleasure like P.iradis*", where the happye soules
doe rest in piace and eternal happvnesse.

Dye Would) The very expressc saying of Plato in

Pha'done.
.Astcrt) brt.ill \n\\ares.

N ect.ir .j| |
d .Vj^jjiriisi:!^ be feigned to Ih« the drink

^ml foo.li; ()tnTT» gods : Ambrosia tluy liken to

Manna in scripture and Nectar to be white like

Cri*me, wheieol is a projMT tale ol Hebe, that

spilt a cu|> of it, and stay ned the. hrauens, as yet
appeaieih. But I haue already discoursed tnat
at Inge in my Coirimeiitaiye \jk)h the dreameji
of the s.rme Authour.

.Meynt) Mingl. .1.

I'.mbleme.

Which is as mu' h to say, a- death bitetli not. For
although by course of n.ituie we Ik- borne toi!\e,

and iMing lipeiied w.ili nge, as with a timely
haruest, we tuwst be g.ithried in tiim*, or ris of
out wlurs we fall like riitted ii|M« finite fro the
tiee yit ilejilh is not to be counted (or end, nor
(.n the I'lHli- s,»vd a little Indole) as doome of ill

d> s<i t. For though the trespanse of thi- fii st man
brought tientli inl«» the wculd, n^ the guerdon of
ninne, yet being oueirome by tho ik-alh of ono,
that dyi-il toi ul, it in now made (as Chauerr
navlli) the I'rene piitli way to lyfe. So th.rf it

agieeih wi-ll with that w.'is iwixd, that Death
byleih not (that in) Iniiteih not ni nil.
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December.

/Egloga Duodecima.

ARGVMENT.

Z^His yEglogue (euen as the first heganne)

is ended with a complaynte of Colin to God
Pan. Wherein as weary of hisformer wayes, he

Als of their maisters hast no lesse regarde,

Then of the flocks, which thou doest watch
and ward

:

I thee beseche (so 'be thou deigne to heare,

proportioneth his life to the foure seasons of the Rude ditties tund to shephcards Oateii reede.

yeare, comparing hys yoitlhe to the spring time,

when he was fresh and free from loiies follye.

His manhoode to the sommer, which he sayth, was
consumed withgreate heate and excessiue drouth

caused throughe a Comet or hlasinge starre, by

which hee meaneth hue, which passion is comenly

contpared to such flames and immoderate heate.

His riper yeares hee resembleth to an unseasonable

harueste wherein the fruites fall ere they be rype.

His latter age to winters chyll and froslie season,

now drawing neare to his last ende.

t;All in the shadowe of a bushye brere, ^_^

That Colin hight, which wel could pype and
singe, '^

For he of Tilyrus his songs did lere.

There as he satte in secreate sRade alone,"

Thus gan he make of loue his piteous nione.

soueraigne Pan thou God of shepiieards all,

Which of our tender Lambkins takest kcepe :

And when our flocksintomischauncemought fall.

Doest saue from mischicfe the vnwary sheepe i

Or if I euer sonct song so clcare.

As it with pleasaunce mought thy fancie feede]

Hearken awhile from thy grecne cabinet, ;'

TIk" rurall song of careful! Colinet.

Wliilomein youth,when flowrdmy ioyfullspring

Like Swallow swift I wandrcd here and there

For heate of heedlesse lust me so did sting, 21

That I of doubted daunger had no feare.

1 went the wastefull woodes and forest wyde
Wilhouten dreade of Wolues to bene espytd

I wont to raunjre amvdde the mazic thickette

lie gentle shepheard satte beside a springe, i^^And gather nuttes to make me Christmas game
And ioyed oft to chace the trembling Pricket,

Or hunt the bar i lesse hare, til slTCeweFe tame
What wreaked I of wintrye ages waste,

Tho deemed I, my spring would euer laste.

How often haue I scaled the craggie Oke, 31

All to dislodge the Rauen of her neste :

Howe haue 1 wearied with many a stroke

The stately Walnut tree, the while the rest

Vnder the tree fell all for nuts at strife

:

For ylikc to me was libertee aind lyfe.
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And for I was in thilke same looser yeares,

(Whether the Muse so wrought me from my
birth,

Or I tomuch beleeued my shepherd peres)

Somg^ele ybent to song and musicks mirth.

> A good olde shephearde, Wrenock was his

name, 41

Made me by arte more cunning in the same.

Fro thence I durst in derring doe compare
With shepheards swayne, what euer fedde in

field:

And if that Hobbinol right iudgement bare,

To Pan his owne selfe pype I neede not yield.

For if the flocking Nymphes did folow Pan,

The wiser Muses after Colin ranne.

But ah such pryde at length was ill repayde.

The shepheards God (perdie God was he none)

My hurtlesse pleasaunce'Hid me ill vpbraide.

My frecdome lorne, my life he lefte to mone.
Loue they him called, that gaue me check-

mate,

But better mought they haue behote him
Hate.

The gan my louely Spring bid mc farewel,

And Sommer season sped him to dis[)lay

(For loue then in the Lyons house did dwell)

The raging fyre, that kindled at his ray.

A comctt slird vp tliut vnkiiidlv hcatc,

That reigned (as men sayd) in Vcuiis seate.

Forth was I Icdde, not as I wont afore, 6r

Wlicii choise I had to choose mywandring waye:
But wlu-tlitr luck and louc-s vnbridlcd lore

Would k-ude me forih on Fane i( s bitte to playe,

The bush my beddc, the bramble was my
bowre,

The WocmIis tan wiincssc nuuiy a wofull

^ stow re

Where I was v^/T'Ot to sc-cke tho honey Bee,

Working lier ftjrnuil'. row|jas in \\ ( \tn tranic :

The gricsUc Todcstoolc growne tlicie mought
1 sec

And knithcd I'addocks lording on the sjunc.

And where the chauriting birds liil<l mc a

sleiin', 71

The gli.istlie Owlc lur grieuous ynnc doth

kecjK.*.

Tlx^iitU? ll't-' si>ringc giucs place to elder lime,

Aiidbriiigcth forth ihefruileofsommcrs pryde:

All so my age now jKisst-d yoimgtlily prvmc,

To ihingis of ryjMT riason srlfe applyetl.

And Itarnd of lighter liuiixrr loUs to frauio,

Siuh HH might »i(uc niy fcliec|K: and me fro

To make fine cages for the Nightingale,

And Baskets of bulrushes was my wont : 80
Who to entrappe the fish in winding sale

Was better seene, or hurtful beastes to hont ?
'

I learned als the signes of heauen to ken,

How Phoebe fayles, where Venus sittes and
when.

And tryed time yet taught me greater thinges.

The sodain rysing of the raging seas :

The soothe of byrds by beating of their wings.

The power of herbs, both which can hurt and
ease :

And which be wont t'enrage the restlesse

sheepe.

And which be wont to worke eternall sleepe.

But ah vnwise and witlesse Colin doule, 91
That kydst the hidden kinds of many a wede :

Vet kydst not ene to cure thy sore hart roote,

Whose ranckling wound as yet does rifel}e

bleede.

Why liuest thou stil, and yet hast thy deathes

wound ?

Why dyest thou stil, and yet aliue art

founde ?

TlVus is my sommer wornc away and wasted,

TlufsTs my haruest hastened all to rathe : -^

The earc that budded fairc, is burnt and
bULstcd,

And all my hojx'd gainc is turnd to scatjjc. 100

Of all the seede, that in my youtii was sowne,
W as nought but brakes and brambles to be

mowne.

My boughes with bloosmes that crowned were

at lirste,

And promised of timely fruite such store,

Are left both bare and biirrein now at erst

The (lattring fruite is fallen to growud iKfore,

And rotted, ere they were halfe mellow ri[>e :

My haruest wast, my hojK- away dyd wi|>c.

The fragrant llowres, that in my garden grewc,

licne withered, as they had bene galhcretl

long. no
Tluyr rcK)tes bene dryed vp for lackc of dewc.
Vet dewed with teares they ban Ik* euer among.
Ah who has wrought my Rosulind this spight

To s|)il the llowres, that shotild her girhnul

dighl ?

And I, that whilonie umil lo Itaiiie my pNpe.

Vnto the sliifling ot the slu|<he.uds foote :

.Sike follies nowe haue gatliere«l ;ts Iik) ri|>c;

An«l r.Lsl hem out, as rotten an<l vns<H)le. m
The lovr l«isse I cast to please noinorc,

One if 1 plensc. enough is me ilureforc. 120

/*
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>

And thus of all my haruest hope I haue

Nought reaped but a weedye crop of care :

Which, when I thought haue thresht in sweUing

shcaue,

Cockcl for corne, and chaffe for barley bare.

Soone as the chaffe should in the fan be fynd,
',

' All was blowne away of the wauering wynd.

So now my yeare drawes to his latter termc,

My spring is spent, my sommer burnt vp quite :

My harueste hasts to stirre vp winter sterne,

And bids him clayme with rigorous rage hys

right, 130

Sonowehestormeswithmanyasturdystoure,
So now his blustring blast eche coste 3bth

scoure.

The careful 1 cold hath nypt my rugged rynde.

And in my face deepe furrowes eld hath pight

:

My head besprent with hoary frost I fynd,

And by myneeie the Crow his clawedooth Wright.

Delight is layd abedde, and pleasure past,

No sonnej now shines, cloudes han all outercast.

Now leaue ye shepheardsboyes your merry glee,

My Muse is hoarse and weary of thys stounde :

Here will I hang my pype vpon this treeT" 141

Was neuer pype of reede did better sounde.

Winter is come, that blowes the bitter blaste,

And after Winter dreerie death does hast.

Gather ye together my little flocke,

My little flock, that was to me so liefe :

Let me, ah lette me in your folds ye lock,

Ere the breme Winter breede you greater griefe.

Winter is come, that blowes the balefull

breath.

And after Winter commeth timely death.

Adieu delightcs, that lulled me asleepe, 151

Adieii my deare, whose loue I bought so deare :

Adieu my little Lambes and loucd sheepe,

Adieu ye \Voodes that oft my witnesse were :

Adieu good Hobbinol, that was so true,

Tell Rosalind, her Colin bids her adieu.

Colins Embleme.

GLOSSE.

Tityrus) Chaucer, as hath bene oft sayd.
Lambkins) young lambes.
Als of tlieir) Semeth to expresse Virgils verse

Pan curat oues ouiumque magistros.

Deigne) voutchsafe.
Cabinet) Colinet) diminutiues.
Mazie) For they be like to a maze whence it is hard

to get out agayne.
Peres) felowes and companions.
Musick) that is Poetry as Terence sayth Qui artem

tractant musicam, speking of Poetes.

Di*rring doe) aforesayd.
Lions nousc) He imagineth simply that Cupid,

wliich is loue, had his abode in the whote signe

Leo, which is in middi;st of somer; a pretie

allegory, whereof the meaning is, that loue in

him wrought an extraordinarie heate of lust.

His ray) which is Cupides beame or flames of Lcue.
A Comete) a biasing starre, meant of beautic,

which was the cause of his whote loue.

Venus) the goddesse of beauty or pleasure. Also
a signe in heauen, as it is here taken. So lie

meaneth that beautie, which hath ahvayes aspect
to Venus, was the cause of all iiis vnquietnes
in loue.

Where I was) a fine discription of the chaunge of
hys lyfe .and liking; for all things nowe seemed
to hyin to haue altere'd tiii'ir kindiv course.

Lording) Spoken after the maner of Paddocks and
Frogges sitting which is indeed Lordly, not
remouing nor looking once a side, vnlesse they
be sturrcd.

Then as) The second part. That is his manhoode.
Cotes) sheepicotes. For such be the exercises of

sliephcards.

Sale) or Salow a kind of wooddtr like Wyllow, fit

to wreath aiid l)\rule in Icapes to catch ilsh

withal I.

Pha;be fayles) The Eclipse of the Moone, which is

alwayes in Cauda or Capite Draconis, signes in

heauen.
Venus) .s. Venus starre otherwise called Hesperus
and Vesper and Lucifer, both because he seemcth
to be one of the brightest starres, and also first

ryseth and setteth last. All which sivill in starres
being conuenient for shepheardes to knowe as
Theocritus and the rest vse.

Raging seaes)The cause of the swelling and ebbing
of the sea commeth of the course of the Moone.
sometime encreasing, sometime wayning and
decreasing.

Sooth of byrdes) A kind of sooth saying vsed in

elder tymes, which they gathered by the flying ol

byrds ; First (as is sayd) inuented by the

Thuscanes, and from them deriued to the

Romanes, who (as is sayd in Liuie) were sc

supersticiously rooted in the same, that they
agreed that euery Nobleman should put his

Sonne to the Thuscanes, by them to be brought
vp in that knowledge.

Of lierbes) That wonuerous thinges be wrought by
herbes, aswidlappearcth by the common workinp
of them in our bodies, as also by the wonderful
enchauntinents and sorceries that haue bent
wrought by them ; insomuch that it is sayde that

Circe a famous sorcercsse turned men intc

soiidry kinds of beastes and Monsters, and onely
by herbes : as the Poete sayth Dea sa;ua poten-
tibus herbis iJcc.

Kidst) knewest. Bare) of corne.
Scathe) losse hinderaunce.
Euer among) Fuer and anone.
Thus is my) The thyrde parte wherein is set forth

his ripe yeres as an vntimely haruest, that
bringeth little fruite.

The flagraunt ilowres)sundry studies and laudable
partes of learning, wherein how our Poete is

scene, be they witnesse which are priuie to his

study.
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Therefore let not be enuied, that this Poete in his

Epilogue sayth he hath made a Calendar, that

shall endure as long as time &c. folowing the
ensample of Horace and Ouid in the like.

Grande opus exegi quod nee louis ira nee ignis,

Nee ferrum poterit nee edax abolere vetustas ice.

Loe I haiie j/iade a Calenderfor euery yeare,
That Steele itt strength^ attd ti}?ic in durance shall

outTveare :

And if 1 marked ivell the starres reuoliition.

It shall contineuue till the "worlds dissolution.
To teach the ruder shepheard how to Jeede his

sheepe.
Andfrotn thefalsersfraud hisfoldedJloclu to

keef-e.

Goe lytlle Calender, thou hast a free passeporte,
Goe but a lowly gate etnongste the meaner sorte.

Dare not to match thy pype with Tityrus hys style.

Nor with the Pilgrim that the Ploughman
playde a whyle :

Butfollowe thcmfarre aff'^ andtheir high steppes
adore,

The betterplease, the worse despise, Iaske nomore.

Merce non niercede.

So now my yeere)The last part, wherein is deseribed

his age by comparison of wyntrye stormes.

Carefull cold) for care is sayd to eoole the blood.

Glee) mirth.
Hoary frost) A metaphore of hoary heares seattred

lyke to a gray frost.

Breeme) sharpe and bitter.

Adiew delights) is a conclusion of all. Where in

sixe verses he comprehendeth briefly all that was
touched in this booke. In the first verse his

j

delights of youth generally. In the second, the
i

loue of Rosalind, in the thyrd, the keeping of

shcepe, which is the argument of all ./Egloirucs.

In the fourth his complaints. And in the last two 1

his professed frendship and good will to his good
friend Hobbinoll.

Embleme.

The meaning wherof is that all thinges perish and
come to tneyr last end, but workcs of learned
wits and monuments of Poetry abide for euer.

And therefore Horace of his Odes a work though
ful indede of great wit and learning, yet of no so

great weight and importaunce boldly sayth.

Exegi monimcntura a;re pcrcnnius,

Quod nee imber nee aquilo vorax tac.
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A note of the sundrie Poemes contained

in this Volume.

1 The Riiines of Time.

2 The Teares of the Muses.

3 Virgils Gnat.

4 Prosopopoia, or Mother Hubberds Tale.

5 The Ruines of Rome : by Bellay.

6 Muiopotmos, or The Tale jf the Buiterfiie.

7 Visions of the Worlds vanitie.

8 Bellaycs visions.

9 Petrarches visions.

The Printer to the

Gentle Reader.

SINCE my late setting foorth of the

Faerie Queene, finding that it hath found

a fauourable passage amongst you ; I haue
sithence endeuourcd by all good meanes (for

the better encrease and accomplishment of

your delights,) to get into my handes such

smale Poemes of the same Authors ; as I heard
were disperst abroad in sundrie hands, and not

easie to bee come by, by himselfc ; some of

them hauing bene diuerslie imbeziled and pur-

loyned from him, since his departure ouer Sea.

Of the which I haue by good meanes gathered

togeather these fewe parcels present, \\hich

I haue caused to bee imprinted altogeather, for

that they al seeme to containe like matter of

argument in them : being all complaints and

meditations of the worlds vanitie, ve^ie grau(

and profitable. To which effect I vnderstanc

that he besides wrote sundrie others, nameli(

Ecclesiastes, and Canticiim canticorum tran

slated, A senights slumber, The hell of loiters

his Purgatorie, being all dedicated to Ladies

so as it may sceme he ment them all to on(

volume. Besides some other Pamphlets looselii

scattered abroad : as The dying Pellican, Th
howers of the Lord, The sacrifice of a sinner

The seiien Psalmes, &'c. which when I can eithe:

by himselfe, or otherwise attaine too, I meam
likewise for your fauour sake to set foorth

In the meane time praying you gentlie t(

accept of these, and graciousUe to entertain(

the new Poet, / take leaue.



Dedicated

To the right Noble and beauti-

fidl Ladie^ the La. Marie
Countesse of Pembrooke.

Ti/rOST Honourable and hountijull Ladie,
-lVi there bee long sithens dcepe smced in my
brcsl, the seede oj most entire lone and humble

affection vnto that most braue Kni'^ht your noble

brother deceased ; which taking roote began in his

life time somewhat to bud forth : and to shetv

themselues to him, as then in the urakenes of
their first spring : And 'would in their riper

strength {had it pleased high Cod till then to

drawe out his dales) spired forth fruit of more

perfection. But since God hath disdeigned the

worhl of that most noble Spirit, ivhich was the

hope of all learned men, and the Patron of my
young Muses ; togeatlier with him both their hope

of anie further fruit was cut off : and also tfie

tender delight of tliose their first blossoms nipped

and quite dead. Yet sithens my late dimming
into En^Lunl, somefrends of mine {which might

much preuuile -with nw, and iudeede cummaund
me) knowing with howe straight handes of duetie

I was tied to him : as alscr bound vnto that noble

house, {of which the chiefe hope then rested in

hitti) luiue suttvlil to reutue them hv rpln iiiding

me : for that I haue not shewed anie tJiankefull

remembrance towards him or any of them ; but

snjftr their names to sleep in silence and forget-

fulnesse. Whome chiefie to satisfe, or els to

auoide thatfowle blot of vnthankefulnesse, I haue

conceiued this small Poeme, intituled by a generall

name of the w orkls Ruincs : yet sfvciallie in-

tended to the renowming of that noble race, from
which both you and he sprang, and to the eterniz-

ing of some of the chiefe of them late deceased.

The which I dedicate vnto your Lai. as whoine it

most speciallie concerneth : and to whome
I acknowledge my selfe bounden, by manie

singular fauours and great graces.

J pray for your Honourable

happinesse : and so

huniblie kisse your

handes.

Your Ladiships cucr

liuinhlif at lominauiul.

K.S.

T/ie Ruincs of T^inn\

IT fluiunrcd mc nii day beside the shore

Of sihjer streaming 'I hamesis to bee,

Ni^^h where the ^jtMMlly Verlame stuod of yore,

Of which there now reiuaiiies no iiu-inori<',

Nor anie Utile iiioniiiieiil to see,

Hy whirh the trauailer, that fares that way,
This once w;is she, may warnetl Ik; to say.

'Ihere on the other side, I (Hd iK'hold

A Woman sitlinjj sorrnwfnlhe waihnj,'.

Ktndin^; lier yeolow locks, Uke wyrie polde, lo

About her shoulders carehshe downc tr.iihni;,

Arid slreumes of leares from her faire eyes forth

railin^^'.

In her rij^ht liund a broken rwl she held,

VVhieh towards heaueii shee secmd on hi^:h to

weld.

Whether she were one of that Riuers Nyntphes,

Whieh dill (he losse of souK* dere loue lament,
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I doubt ; or one of those three fatall Impes,

Which draw the dayes of men forth in extent

;

Or iWauncient Genius of that Citie brent

:

But seeing her so piteouslie perplexed, 20

I (to her caUing) askt what her so vexed.

Ah what delight (quoth she) in earthlie thing,

Or comfort can I wretched creature haue ?

WTiose happines the heauens enuying,

From highest staire to lowest step me draue,

And haue in mine owne bowels made my graue,

That of all Nations now I am forlorne,

The worlds sad spectacle, and fortunes scorne.

Much was I mooued at her piteous plaint,

And felt my heart nigh riuen in my brest 30
With tender ruth to see her sore constraint,

That shedding teares awhile I still did rest.

And after did her name of her request.

Name haue I none (quoth she) nor anie being,

Bereft of both by Fates vniust decreeing.

I was that Citie, which the garland wore
Of Britaines pride, deliuered vnto me
By Rofnane Victors, which it wonne of yore ;

Though nought at all but mines now I bee,

And lye in mine owne ashes, as ye see : 40
Verlame I was ; what bootes it that I was
Sith now I am but weedes and wastfuU gras .''

O vaine worlds glorie, and vnstedfast state

Of all that liues, on face of sinfull earth,

Which from their first vntill their vtmost
date

Tast no one hower of happines or merth.
But like as at the ingate of their berth.

They crying creep out of their mothers woomb,
So wailing backe go to their wofull toomb.

Why then dooth flesh, a bubble glas of

breath, 50
Hunt after honour and aduauncement vaine,

And reare a trophee for deuouring death,

With so great labour and long lasting paine.

As if his dales for euer should remaine ?

Sith all that in this world is great or gaie,

Doth as a vapour vanish, and decaie.

Looke backe, who list, vnto the former ages,

And call to count, what is of them become :

Where be those learned wits and antique Sages,
Which of all wisedome knew the perfect somme

:

Where those great warriors, which did ouer-

comme 61

The world with conquest of their might and
mainc.

And made one meare of th'earth and of their

raine ?

What nowe is of iWAssyrian Lyonesse,
Of whome no footing now on earth appeares ?

What of the Persian Beares outragiousnesse,

Whose memorie is quite worne out with yeares?

Who of the Grecian Libbard now ought heareSj

That ouerran the East with greedie powre, 69

And left his whelps their kingdomes todeuoure ?

And where is that same great seuen headded

beast,

That made all nations vassals of her pride.

To fall before her feete at her beheast.

And in the necke of all the world did ride ?

Where doth she all that wondrous welth nowe
hide?

With her own weight down pressed now shee

lies.

And by her heaps her hugenesse testifies.

Rome thy ruine I lament and rue,

And in thy fall my fatall ouerthrowe.

That whilom was, whilst heauens with equal

vewe 80

Deignd to behold me, and their gifts bestowe,

The picture of thy pride in pompous shew :

And of the whole world as thou wast the

Empresse,

So I of this small Northerneworld was Princesse,

To tell the beawtie of my buildings fayre,

Adornd with purest golde, and precious stone
;

To tell my riches, and endowments rare

That by my foes are now all spent and gone :

To tell my forces matchable to none, 89
Were but lost labour, that few would beleeue,

And with rehearsing would me more agreeue.

High towers, faire temples, goodly theaters,

Strong walls, rich porches, princelie pallaces.

Large streetes, braue houses, sacred sepulchers,

Sure gates, sweete gardens, stately galleries.

Wrought with faire pillours,and fine imageries,

All those (0 pitie) now are turnd to dust.

And ouergrowen with blacke obliuions rust.

Theretoo for warlike power, and peoples store.

In Britannic was none to match with mee, 100

That manie often did able full sore :

Ne Troynouant, though elder sister shee.

With my great forces might compared bee ;

That stout Fcndragon to his perill felt.

Who in a siege seauen yeres about me dwelt.

But long ere this Biindiica Britonnesse

Her mightie hoast against my bulwarkcs

brought,

Bundiica, that victorious conquercsse.

That lifting vp her braue heroick thought

Boue womens weaknes, with the Romanes
fought, no

Fought, and in field against them thrice pre-

uailed :

Yet was she foyld, when as she me assailed.
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Uid though at last by force I conquered were I

)f hardie Saxons, and became their thrall

;

^et was I with much bloodshed bought full

deere,

ind prizde with slaughter of their Generall

:

The moniment of whose sad funerall,

"or wonder of the world, long in me lasted ;

3ut now to nought through spoyle of time is

wasted.

Vasted it is, as if it neuer were, 120

^nd all the rest that me so honord made,

Vnd of the world admired eu'rie where,

5 turnd to smoake, that doth to nothing fade ;

Vnd of that brightncs now ajjpearcs no shade,

But greislie shades, such as doo haunt in hell

'Vith fearfull fiends, that in deep darknes dwell.

Vhere my high steeples whilom vsde to stand,

3n which the lordly Faulcon wont to towre,

rherc now is but an heap of lyme and sand,

?'or the Shriche-owle to build her balefull

bowre: 130

^nd where the Nightingale wont forth to powre

^cr rcstlas plaints, to comfort wakeful 1 Louers,

rhcre now haunt yelling Mewcs and whining

Plouers.

Vnd where the christall Thamis wont to slide

.n siluer channcll, downc along the Lee,

\bout whose (lowrie bankes on cither side

\ thousand Nym[)hes, with mirthfull iollitee

iVcre wont to play, from all annoyance free ;

rhcre now no riucrs course is to be scene, 139

[Jut moorish fcnnes, and marshes euer greene.

5eemcs, that that gentle Riuer for great gricfe

3f my mihlui[)S, which oft I to him plained
;

3r for to sliunne the horrible mischiLfe,

A'ith whicji he saw my cruc-ll f(x.'S me uained,

\v\<\ his pure strcames with guillles blood oft

slaintu,

From my vnhappie ncighborh(MKl furrt- llc-d,

\nfl his swcele waters away with him kd.

nicre also where the winged ship were scene

In lifnii<l wanes to cut their fonue waie, 149

And thousand Fishers nnmbrcd to luuie been,

In that wide lak(! lfK)king for jjlenteoiis praie

Of tish, wliidi they with baits vsde to Ixlraie,

Is now no Like, nor aiiie fishers store,

Nor euer siiip sluill s;iile there anie more.

Tliey all arc K"nc, and all with them is gone,

Ne ought to me remaines, but to lament

My long deray, wliirh no m.iti els doth mone,
And moiirne my fall with doliftiH drerimenl.

\'v\ it is comfort in great langnisliinent,

To be IxinfJiH'd with compassion kinde, 160

And mitigates the angtiish of the mindc.

But me no man bewaileth, but in game,

Ne sheddeth teares from lamentable eie :

Nor anie hues that mentioneth my nam*
To be remembred of posteritie,

Saue One that maugre fortunes iniurie.

And times decay, and enuies cruell tort.

Hath writ my record in true-seeming sort.

Cambden the nourice of antiquitie.

And lanterne vnto late succeeding age, 1 70

To see the light of simple veritie,

Buried in mines, through the great outrage

Of her owne people, led with warlike rage.

Cauibden, though time all moniments obscure,

Yet thy iust labours euer shall endure.

But whie (vnhappie wight) doo I thus crie,

And grieue that my remembrance quite is raced

Out of the knowledge of posteritie,

And all my antique moniments defaced ?

Sith I doo daihe see things highest pkced, 180

So soone as fates their vitall thred haue shorne,

Forgotten quite as they were neuer borne.

It is not long, since these two eyes beheld

A mightie Prince, of most rcnowmed race,

Whom England high in count of honour held,

.\nd greatest ones did sue to gaine liis grace

Of greatest ones he greatest in his place,

Sate in the bosome of his Soueraine,

And Right and loyall did his word maintaine.

I saw him die, I saw him die, as one 190

Of the meane peoi)le, and brought foorth on

beare.

I s;xw him die. and no man left to mone
His dolefull fate, that late him loued deare .

Scarce anie left to close his eylids neare ;

Scarce anie left vpon his lips to laie

The Siicred sod, or Kcquinn to s;iie.

trust lessc state of miserable men,

That l)uilde your blis on hope of earthly thing,

Andvainlylhinke your sehieshalfehappie then.

When painted faces with smooth Haltering 200

Doo fawne on you, and your witle praises sing,

And when the courting masker louleth lowe,

Him true in heart and Iruslie to you trow.

All is but faineil, ami \\'\i\\ oaker dide.

That euerie shower will wash and \\\\k' away,

.Ml things ii(H) change that vnder heauen abiile,

And after tlealh all friendship doth decaie.

Therefore what euer man be.iist WDrldlie sway,

Lining, on (Iml, and on thy selfe felie ;

For when thou diest, all shall with ihecdic. 210

lie now is dead, and all is with him dead,

Saue what in heauens storehouse ho Vjilaid :

His ho|H- is faiM, and come to mssc lus dread,

And enill men, now «lead, his deeds vpbraid :

Spile bites the dead, that lining neuer buid.
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He now is gone, the whiles the Foxe is crept

Into the hole, the which the Badger swept.

He now is dead, and all his glorie gone,

And all his greatnes vapoured to nought,

That as a glasse vpon the water shone, 220

Which vanisht quite, so soone as it was sought.

His name is worne alreadie out of thought,

Ne anie Poet seekes him to reuiue ;

Yet manie Poets honourd him aliue.

Ne doth his Colin, carelcsse Colin Chute,

Care now his idle bagpipe vp to raise,

Ne tell his sorrow to the listning rout

Of shepherd groomes, which wont his songs to

praise

:

Praise who so list, yet I will him dispraise,

Vntill he quite him of this guillie blame : 230

Wake shepheards boy, at length awake for

shame.

And who so els did goodnes by him gaine.

And who so els his bounteous minde did trie.

Whether he shepheard be, or shepheards swaine,

(For manie did, which doo it now denie)

Awake, and to his Song a part applie :

And I, the whitest you mourne for his decease.

Will with my mourning plaints your plaint

increase.

He dyde, and after him his brother dyde, 239
His brother Prince, his brother noble Peere,

That whilste he lined, was of none enuyde,

And dead is now, as liuing, counted deare,

Deare vnto all that true affection beare

:

But vnto thee most deare, dearest Dame,
His noble Spouse, and Paragon of fame.

He whilest he lined, happie was through thee.

And being dead is happie now much more
;

Liuing, that lincked chaunst with thee to bee.

And dead, because him dead thou dost adore

As liuing, and thy lost deare loue deplore. 250

So whilst that thou, faire flower of chastitie,

Dost liue, by thee thy Lord shall neuer die.

Thy Lord shall neuer die, the whiles this verse

Shall liue, and surely it shall liue for euer :

For ever it shall liue, and shall rehearse

His worthie praise, and vertues dying neuer,

Though death his soule doo from his bodic scuer.

And thou thy sclfe herein shalt also liue
;

Such grace the heauens doo to my verses giue.

Ne shall his sister, ne thy father die, 260
Thy father, that good Earle of rare rcnowne,
And noble Patrone of weake pouertie

;

Whosegreat good deeds in countrcy and in towne
Haue purchast him in hcauen an happie crowne

;

Where he now liucth in eteruall blis,

And left his Sonne t'ensue those steps of his.

JHe noble bud, his Grandsires liuelie hayre,

Vnder the shadow of thy countenaunce
Now ginncs to shoote vp fast, and flourish fayre

In learned artes and goodlie gouernaunce, 270

That him to highest honour shall aduaunce.

Braue Impe of Bedford, grow apace in bountie.

And count of wisedome more than of thy

Countie.

Ne may I let thy husbands sister die.

That goodly Ladie, sith she eke did spring

Out of this stocke, and famous familie,

Wliose praises I to future age doo sing.

And foorth out of her happie womb did bring

The sacred brood of learning and all honour
;

In whom the heauens powrde all their gifts

vpon her. 2S0

Most gentle spirite breathed from aboue.

Out of the bosome of the makers blis,

In whom all bountie and all vertuous loue

Appeared in their natiue propertis.

And did enrich that noble breast of his,

With treasure passing all this worldes worth,

Worthie of heauen it selfe, which brought it

forth.

His blessed spirite full of power diuine

And influence of all celestiall grace.

Loathing this sinfull earth and earthlie slime.

Fled backe too soone vnto his natiue place, 291

Too soone for all that did his loue embrace,

Too soone for all this wretched world, whom he

Robd of all right and true nobilitie.

Yet ere his happie soule to heauen went
Out of this fleshlie goale, he did deuise

V^nto his heauenlie maker to present

His bodie, as a spotles sacrifise
;

And chose, that guiltie hands of enemies

Should powre forth th'offring of his guiltles

blood

:

300

So life exchanging for his countries good.

noble spirite, liue there euer blessed.

The worlds late wonder, and the heauens

new ioy,

Liue euer there, and Icaue me here distressed

With mortall cares, and cumbrous worlds anoy.

But where thou dost that happines enioy,

Bid me, bid me quicklie come to thee,

That happie there I male thee alwaics see.

Yet whilest the fates affoord me vitall breath,

1 will it spend in speaking of thy praise, 310
And sing to thee, vntill that timelie death

By heauens doome doo ende my earthlie dales

:

Thereto doo thou my humble spirite raise.

And into me that sacred breath inspire.

Which thou there breathest perfect and entire.
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lien will I sing : but who can better sing,

rhan thine owne sister, peerles Ladie bright,

Vhich to thee sings with deep harts sorrowing,

torrowing temj^ered with deare delight,

rhat her to heare I feele my feeble spright 320
fobbed of sense, and rauished with ioy,

) sad ioy made of mourning and anoy.

i^et will I sing : but who can better sing,

rhan thou thy selfe, thine owne selfes valiance,

fhat whilest thou liuedst, madest the forrests

ring,

Vnd iields resownd, and flockes to leap and
daunce,

\nd shepheards leaue their lambs vnto mis-

chaunce,

Fo runne thy shrill Arcadian Pipe to heare :

D happie were those dayes, thrice happie were.

But now more happie thou, and wretched wee,

k\'hich want the wonted sweetnes of thy voice,

Whiles thou now in Elisian fields so free,

vVith Orpheus, and with Linus, and the choice

3f all that euer did in rimes rcioyce,

ronuersest,anddoost heare theirheauenlielayes,

\nd they heare thine, and thine doc better

praise.

DO there thou liuest, singing euermore,

^nd here thou liuest, being euer song

3f vs, which liuiiig loued thee afore,

\nd now thee worship, rnongst that blessed

throng 340
Of heauenlic Poets and Heroes strong.

So tiiou both here and there iinmortall art,

And euerie where through excellent desart.

But such as neither of themsdues ran sing,

Nor yet are sung of other.i for reward,

Die in obscure obliuion, as the tiling

Wliich ncucr was, ne euer willi regard

i'licir nanus shall of the later age l>e heard,

Hut sliall in rustic darkncs euer lie,

Viilcs they mentioned be with infaniie. 350

What lxK)tclh it to haue l)ceii rich aliuc ?

What to Ix: great ? what to Ix; gracious ?

VVIicM after death no token doth suruiue,

Of fc^rmer being in this mortall hous,

iJiil sleeites in dust dea'l aM<l inglorious,

Like beiist, whose breath but in his noslreU is,

And hath no hojH; of happinesse or blis.

How numie great ones may rcmcmbred bo,

Which in their daies most fanunisliedid llorish?

Of whoine no word we heare, nor signe now sec,

liul as things wi|)l out \\iihus|Hiiij^e t<» |)frishe,

Bee ause they lining, c.irtd not to « herishc

No gentle wits, through pride or (ouetize,

Which might their names (or euer memuri/c.

475

Prouide therefore (ye Princes) whilst ye liue.

That of the Muses ye may friended bee,

Which vnto men eternitie do giue ;

For they be daughters of Dame memorie,
And loue the father of eternitie.

And do those men in golden thrones repose,

Whose merits they to glorifie do chose. 371

The seuen fold yron gates of grislie Hell,

And horrid house of sad Proserpina,

They able are with power of mightie spell

To breake, and thence the soules to bring awaie

Out of dread darkenesse, to eternall day.

And them immortall make, which els would die

In foule forgetfulnesse, and nameles lie.

So whilome raised they the puissant brood

Of golden girt Alcmena, for great mcrite, 380
Out of the dust, to which the OcUran wood
liad him consum'd, and spent his vitall spirite :

To highest heauen, where now he doth inherite

All happinesse in Hebes siluer bowre,

Chosen to be her dearest Paramoure.

So raisde they eke faire LcJaes warlick twinnes.

And interchanged life vnto them lent,

That when th'one dies, th'other then beginnes

To shew in Heauen his brightnes orient

;

And they, for pittie of the sad wayment, 390
Which Orpheus for Eurydice did make.

Her back againe to life S(.nt for his sake.

So happie are they, and so fortunate,

Wliom the Pierian sacred sisters loue.

That freed from bands of impacable fate,

And power of death, they liue for aye aboue,

Where mortall wreakcs their blis may not

remoue :

But wiih.'jic Go<ls, for former vertues meedc,
On Nectar and Ambrosia do fecde.

For deeds doe die, how euer noblie donnc, 400

And thoughts of men do as themselues decay.

But wisewordestaught innumlxTsfor to runne.

Recorded by the Muses, liue tor ay :

Ne niav with storming showers W washt away,
Ne bit ter brtathin^ windes with harmfull blast,

Nor age, nor cnuie shall them euer wast.

In vainc doo earthly Princes then, in N-ainc

Seeke with Pyramides, to heauen luspired
;

Or huge 1"oI(T6scs, built with cost lie jKiine
;

Or brasen Pillours, neuer to Ik- (ired, 410

Or Shrines, made of the nut tall niost desired
;

To make tiuir memoriis for euer liue :

For how ran mortall imniortulitic giuc ?

Su(h one ,W(;«.v(>/k.v made, the worldsgrt-.it wonder.

But now no renmant doth thereof rem.iine :

Su(h«)ne,U</r(r///<j.but was ttirne with thunder:

Such one Lisi[>pus, but is wornc with raine :
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Such one King Ednwnd, but was rent for gaine.

All such vaine moniments of earthlie masse,

Deuour'd of Time, in time to nought doo passe.

But fame with golden wings aloft doth flie, 421
Aboue the reach of ruinous decay,

And with braue plumes doth beate the azure

skie,

Admir'd of base-borne men from farre away :

Then who so will with vertuous deeds assay

To mount to heauen, on Pegasus must ride.

And with sweete Poets verse be glorifide.

For not to haue been dipt in Lethe lake,

Could saue the sonne of Thetis from to die
;

But that blinde bard did him immortall make
With verses, dipt in deaw of Castalie : 431
WTiich made the Easterne Conquerour to crie,

fortunate yong-man, whose vertue found
So braue a Trompe, thy noble acts to sound.

Therefore in this halfe happie I doo read
Good MelibcB, that hath a Poet got.

To sing his liuing praises being dead,

Deseruing neuer here to be forgot.

In spight of enuie, that his deeds would spot

:

Since whose decease, learning lies vnregarded.

And men of armes doo wander vnrewarded.

Those two be those two great calamities.

That long agoe did grieue the noble spright

Of Salomon with great indignities ;

\N\\o whilome was aliue the wisest wight.

But now his wisedome is disprooued quite
;

For he that now welds all things at his will,

Scorns th'one and th'other in his deeper skill.

griefe of griefes, gall of all good heartes,

To see that vertue should dispised b6& 450
Of him, that first was raisde for vertuous parts,

And now broad spreading like an aged tree.

Lets none shoot vp, that nigh him planted bee :

O let the man, of whom the Muse is scorned.

Nor aliue, nor dead be of the Muse adorned.

vileworlds trust, that with such vaine illusion

Hath so wise men bewitcht, and ouerkest,

That they see not the way of their confusion,

vaincsse to be added to the rest,

That do my soule with inward griefe infest

:

Let them bciiold the piteous fall of mee : 461
And in my case their owne ensample see.

And who so els that sits in highest seate

Of this worlds glorie, worshipjx^d of all,

Ne feareth change of time, nor fortunes thrcate.

Let him behold the horror of my fall.

And his owne end vnto remembrance call

;

That of like ruine he may warned bee.

And in himsclfe be moou'd to pittie mee.

Thus hauing ended all her piteous plaint, 470
With dolefull shrikes shee vanished away.
That I through inward sorrowe wexen faint,

And all astonished with deepe dismay.

For her departure, had no word to say :

But sate long time in sencelesse sad affright,

Looking still, if I might of her haue sight.

Which when I missed, hauing looked long,

My thought returned greeued home againe,

Renewing her complaint with passion strong,

Forruthof thatsamewomans piteous paine; 480
Whose wordes recording in my troubled braine,

I felt such anguish wound my feeble heart.

That frosen horror ran through euerie part.

So inlie greening in my groning brest.

And deepelie muzing at her doubtful! speach,

WTiose meaning much I labored foorthto wreste,

Being aboue my slender reasons reach
;

At length by demonstration me to teach.

Before mine eies strange sights presented were,

Like tragicke Pageants seeming to appeare. 490

z

I saw an Image, all of massie gold,

Placed on high vpon an Altare faire.

That all, which did the same from farre beholde.

Might worship it, and fall on lowest staire.

Not that great IdoU might with this compaire.

To which \h!Assyrian tyrant would haue made
The holie brethren, falslie to haue praid.

But th'Altare, on the which this Image staid,

Was (0 great pitie) built of brickie clay.

That shortly the foundation decaid, 500
With showers of heauen and tempests worne
away :

Then downe it fell, and low in ashes lay.

Scorned of euerie one, which by it went

;

That I it seing, dearelie did lament.

2

Next vnto this a statelie Towre appeared,

Built all of richest stone, that might bee found,

And nigh vnto the Heauens in height vpreared,

But placed on a plot of sandie ground

:

Not that greatTowre,whichissomuchrenownd
For tongues confusion in holie writ, 510
King Ninus worke, might be compar'd to it.

But vaine labours of terrestrial! wit.

That buildes so stronglie on so frayle a soyle.

As with each storme does fall away, and flit,

And giues the fruit of all your trauailes toyle,

To be the pray of Tyme, and Fortunes spoyle

:

1 saw this Towre fall sodainlie to dust.

That nigh with griefe thereof my heart was
brust.
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Then did I see a pleasant Paradize,

Full of sweete flowresand daintiest delights, 520
Such as on earth man could not more deuize,

With pleasures choyce to feed his cheerefuU

sprights
;

Not that, which Merlin by his Magicke slights

Made for the gentle squire, to entertaine

His fayre Belphoebe, could this gardine staine.

But short pleasure bought with lasting paine,

Wliy will hereafter anie flesh delight

In earthlie blis, and ioy in pleasures vaine,

Since that I sawe this gardine wasted quite,

That where it was scarce seemed anie sight ? 530
That I, which once that beautie did beholde.

Could not from teares my melting eyes with-

holde. 4
Soone after this a Giaunt came in place,

Of wondrous power, and of exceeding stature.

That none durst vewe the horror of his face,

Yetwashemildeof speach,andmeekeofnature.
Not he, which in despight of his Crcatour

With railing tearmes defied the Jewish hoast,

Migiit with this mightie one in hugcncs boast.

For from the one he could to th'other coast, 540
Stretch his strong thighcs, and th'Occaean

ouerstride.

And rcatch his hand into his enemies hoast.

But see the end of pompc and flcshlic pride
;

One of his fcctc vnwarcs from him did slide,

That downe hee fell into tlie dccpe Ahissc,

Where drownd with him is all his carlhlic- blisse.

5
Then did I see a Bridge, made all of goldc,

Oucr the Sea from one to other side,

Withoutcn prop or pillour it t'vplioldc,

But like the coulorcd Kainbowc arclied wide :

Nf>t that great Arclu-, which Traian edifidc, 551
To be a wonder to all age ensuing.

Was matchable to this in e(juall vcwing.

But (ah) what bootes it to sec earlhhe thing

III giorie, or in grealnes to cxcell,

Sitii lime doth greatest things to ruinc bring ?

This gfKKlHf bridge, one fcx)te not fiustenefl well,

(»an faile, and all tlu- rest downe short lie fell,

Ne of so braue a building ought remainixl, 559
'111 It grit fe thereof my spiritc greatly jxiincd.

6
I sjiw two Beares, as white as anie milkc,

Lying together in a might ic cauc,

Of inildc asiKTCt, and haire sis M)ft as silkc,

That s;iluag<' nature seetned not to liaue,

Nor after greedie spoyle of bhxxl to < raiie :

Two fairer In-^ists niignt not eKwhere b«* found,

Alt bought lie conipaslwor 111 Were sought arounti.

But what can long abide aboue this ground
In state of blis, or stedfast happinesse ?

The Caue, in which these Beares lay sleeping

sound, 570
Was but earth, and with her owne weightinesse

Vpon them fell, and did vnwares oppresse,

That for great sorrow of their sudden fate,

Henceforth all worlds fehcitie I hate.

\ Much was I troubled in my heauie spright,

At sight of these sad spectacles forepast,

That all my senses were bereaued quight,

And I in minde remained sore agast.

Distraught twixt feare and pitie ; when at last

I heard a voyce, which loudly to me called, 5S0

That with the suddein shrill I was appalled.

Behold (said it) and by ensample see,

That all is vanitie and griefe of minde,
Ne other comfort in this world can be,

But hope of heauen, and heart to God inclinde

;

For all the rest must needs be left behinde :

With that it bad me, to the other side

To cast mine eye, where other sights I spide.

I

II Vpon that famous Riuers further shore,

There stood a snowie Swan of heauftily hiew,

And gentle kinde, as euer Fowle afore
; 591

A fairer one in all the goodlic criew

Of white Slrimonian brood might no man view :

There he most sweetly sung the pro[)hccie

Of his owne death in dolefull Elegie.

At last, when all his mourning melodic

He ended had, that both the shores resounded,

Feeling the fit that him forewarnd to die.

With loftie flight aboue the earth he bounded.
And out of sight to highest heauen mounted : (00

Where now he is become an heauenly signe
;

There now the ioy is his, here sorrow mine.

Whilest thus I looked, Kk* adowne the l^f,

I sawe an IlarjK* stroking all with siluer Iwync,

And made of golde and cosllie yuorie,

Swimming, that whilome seemeti to hauc been

The harjH', on which Dan Orf^hcus was scene

Wylde beasts and forrests alter him to lead,

But was th'HariK* of rhtlisnits now ilead.

At length out of the Kiuer it was reard 610

And Inirne alxjue the cloudes to Ik* tliiiin'd,

Whilst all the way most lieaucnly noysc \*-as

heard
Of the strings, stirreil with the warbling wind,

That wrought lH)th i»)y and sorrow in my u\\v\'\ ;

So now in heauen a signe it doth Hp]x"are,

The narjK' well knowne lx*side the Northern

iWare
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Soone after this I saw on th'other side,

A curious Coffer made of Hehen wood,

That in it did most precious treasure hide.

Exceeding all this baser worldes good : 620

Yet through the ouerflowing of the flood

It almost drowned was, and done to nought,

That sight thereof much grieu'd my pensiue

thought.

At length when most in per ill it was brought,

Two Angels downe descending with swift flight,

Out of the swelling streame it lightly caught,

And twixt their blessed armes it carried quight

Aboue the reach of anie liuing sight

:

So now it is transform'd into that starre.

In which all heauenly treasures locked are. 630

Looking aside I saw a stately Bed,

Adorned all with costly cloth of gold.

That might for anie Princes couche be red,

And deckt with daintie flowres, as if it shold

Be for some bride, her ioyous night to hold :

Therein a goodly Virgine sleeping lay
;

A fairer wight saw neuer summers day.

I heard a voyce that called farre away
And her awaking bad her quickly dight.

For lo her Bridegrome was in readie ray 640
To come to her, and seeke her loues delight

:

With that she started vp with chcrefull sight,

When suddeiiily both bed and all was gone,

And I in languor left there all alone.

Still as I gazed, I beheld where stood

A Knight all arm'd, vpon a winged steed,

The same that was bred of Medusaes blood,

On which Dan Perseus borne of heauenly seed.

The faire Andromeda from perill freed :

Full mortally this Knight ywounded was, 650
That streames of blood foorth flowed on the

gras.

Yet was he deckt (small ioy to him alas)

With manie garlands for his victories.

And with rich spoyles, which late he did purchas

Through braueatcheiuements from his enemies:

Fainting at last through long inhrmities,

lie smote his steed, tliat straight to heauen

him bore,

And left me here his losse for to deplore.

6

Lastly I saw an Arke of purest golde

Vl)on a brazen pillour standing hie, 660

Which th'ashes seem'd of some great Prince to

hold,

Enclosde therein for endlcs memorie
Of him, whom all the world did glorifie :

Seemed the heauens with the earth did disagree,

Whether should of those ashes keeper bee.

At last me seem'd wing footed Mercurie,

From heauen descending to appease their strife,

The Arke did beare with him aboue the skie,

And to those ashes gaue a second life,

To line in heauen, where happines is rife : 670

At which the earth did grieue exceedingly.

And I for dole was almost like to die.

UEnvoy.

Immortall spirite of Philisides,

Wliich now art made the heauens ornament.

That whilome wast the worlds chicfst riches ;

Giue leaue to him that lou'de thee to lament

His losse, by lacke of thee to heauen hent,

And with last duties of this broken verse.

Broken with sighes, to decke thy sable Herse.

And ye faire Ladie th'honor of your dales, 680

And glorie of the world, your high thoughts

scorne
;

Vouchsafe this moniment of his last praise.

With some few siluer dropping teares t'adorne :

And as ye be of heauenlie ofl spring borne,

So vnto heauen let your high minde aspire,

And loath this drosse of sinfull worlds desire.

FINIS.
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TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE
the Ladie Strange.

MOst hraue and noble Ladie, the things that

make ye so much honored of the world as

ye bee, are such, as (without my simple lines

testimonie) are throughlie knowen to all men

;

namely, your excellent beautie, your vertuous

hehauior, and your noble match with that most

honourable Lord the verie Paterne of right

Nobilitie : But the causes for which ye haue thus

deserued of me to be honoured {if honour it be at

all) are, both your particular bounties, and also

some priuate bands of affinitie,_ which it hath

pleased your Ladiship to acknowledge. Of which

whenas I found my selfe in no part worthie,

I deuised this last slender meanes, both to inti-

mate my hwnble affection to your Ladiship a

also to make the same vniuersallie knowen to i

world ; that by honouring you they might km
me, and by knowing me they might honor yc

Vouchsafe, noble Lady, to accept this simi

remembrance, thogh not worthy of your self,
;

such, as perhaps by good acceptance therof,

may hereafter cull out a more meet and menu
able euidence of your own excellent deserts,

recommending the same to your Ladiships go

liking, I humbly take leaue.

Your La: humbly euer.

Ed.Sp.

The Teares of the Muses.

REhearse to me ye sacred Sisters nine,

The golden brood of great Apolloes wit,

Those piteous plaints and sorrowfuU sad tine,

Wliich late ye powred forth as ye did sit

Beside the siluer Springs of Helicone,

Making your musick of hart-breaking mone.

For since the time that Phoebus foolish sonne

Ythundered through loues auengefuU wrath,

For traucrsing the charret of the Sunne
Beyond the compasse of his pointed path, 10

Of you his mournfuU Sisters was lamented.

Such mournful 1tunes were neuer since inuented.

Nor since that faire Calliope did lose

Her loued Twinnes, the dcarlings of her ioy,

Her Palici, whom her vnkindly foes

The fatall Sisters, did for spight destroy.

Whom all the Muses did bewaile long space
;

Was euer heard such wayling in this place.

For all their groues, which with the hcauenly

noyses 19

Of thcirsweeteinstrumcnts were wont to sound,

And th'hollowhills,from which ihcirsiluervoyces

Were wont redoubled Echoes to rebound.

Did now rebound with nought but rufuU cries,

And yelling shrieks throwne vp into the skies.

The trembling streames which wont in chancls

cleare

To romble gently downe with murmur soft,

And were by them right tunefull taught to beare

A Bases part amongst their consorts oft

;

Now forst to ouerflowe with brackish teares

With troublous noyse did dull their dain

eares.

The ioyous Nymphes and lightfoote Faeries

Which thether came to heare their musi
sweet,

And to tht measure of their melodies

Did learne to moue their nimble shifting feet

Now hearing them so heauily lament.

Like heauily lamenting from them went.

And all that els was wont to worke delight

Tlirough the diuine infusion of their skill.

And all that els seemd faire and fresh in sig

So made by nature for to serue their will,

Was turned now to dismall heauinesse,

Was turned now to dreadfull vglinesse.

Ay me, what thing on earth that all thi

breeds,

]\Iight be the cause of so impatient plight ?

What furie, or what feend with felon deeds
Hath stirred vp so mischicuous despight ?

Can griefe then enter into heauenly harts,

And pierce immortall breasts with mort

smarts ?

Vouchsafe ye then, whom onely it concerne:

To me those secret causes to display
;

For none but you, or who of you it learnes.

Can rightfully aread so dolefull lay.

Begin thou eldest Sister of the crew,

And let the rest in order thee ensew.
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Clio.

Heare thou great Father of the Gods on hie

That most art dreaded for thy thunder darts :

And thou our Syre that raignst in Casialie

And mount Parnasse, the God of goodly Arts :

Heare and behold the miserable state

Of V5 thy daughters, dolelull desolate. 60

Behold the fowle reproach and cijen shame,

The which is day by day vnto vs wrought

By such as hate the honour of our name.
The foes of learning, and each gentle thought

;

They not contented vs themselues to scorne,

Doo seeke to make vs of the world forlorne.

Ne onely they that dwell in lowly dust.

The sonnes of darkncs and of ignoraunce
;

But they, whom thou great loue by doome
vniust

Didst to the type of honour carst aduaunce ; 70
Tliey now puft vp witii sdeignfuU insolence,

Despise the brood of blessed Sapience.

The sectaries of my celcstiall skill,

Tliat wont to be the worlds chicfe ornament,

And learned Impes that wont to shoote vp still,

And grow cO hight of kingdomes gouernmcnt
They vnderkee|),and with their s[)reddingarmcs

Doo beat their buds, tliat perish through their

harmes.

It inf)sl behoues the honorable race

Of iiiiglitie Peeres, true wisedome to sustainc.

And wilh their noble countenaunce to grace 81

The learned forheads, witiiout gifts or gaine :

Or rather learnd themselues belioucs to bee ;

That is the girlond of Nobilitie.

Hut (ah) all otherwise they d(X» estccme

Of ih'hrauerily gift of wisdomes inllnence,

And to Ix." li-arned it a base thing deemc
;

Base mitifled they that want intelligence :

For Go<l liimselfe for wisc<lome most is praised,

And men to Ofnl thereby arc nighest raised. 90

I lilt they floo ondy striue thctnsihies to ruisc

Throngli |)om|)ous pride, and f(Hilish vanitie
;

In th'eyes of |)eople they put all thi ir praise,

And onely Ixwsl of Armes and Aunastrie

:

Hut vcrtuous deeds, which ditl those Arnies first

giue

T') their Grandsyrcs, they aire not to atchiuc.

Si I, that d«xi all noble feates prf)fcssc

To register, arid s«)iind in Iruntp of jjoM ;

Through their Ixul dooings, or biisc slotliful-

nesse,

Firide tiothing worthie to Ik* writ, or told : 100

For Ix'ttcr f.irrr it were to hi<lr ihrir nanirs,

1\\.\\\ telling th( in to bhuoii out their blames.

SPKNSER

So shall succeeding ages haue no light

Of things forepast, nor moniments of time.

And all that in this world is worthie hight

Shall die in darknesse, and lie hid in slime :

Therefore I mourne with deep harts sorrowing,

Because I nothing noble haue to sing.

With that she raynd such store of streaming

teares.

That could haue made a stonie heart to weep,
And all her Sisters rent their golden heares, m
And their faire faces wilh salt humour steep.

So ended shee : and then the next anew.
Began her grieuous plaint as doth ensew.

Melpomene.

who shall powre into my swollen eyes

A Sea of teares that neuer may be dryde,

A brasen voice that may wiih shrilling cryes

Pierce the dull heauens and hll the ayer wide,

And yron sides tliat sighing may endure, 119

To waile the wretchednes of world impure ?

Ah wretched world the den of wickednesse,

Deformd with hltli and fowle iniciuitie ;

Ah wretched world the house of heauinesse

Fild with the wreaks of mortall nns<;,rie
;

Ah wretched world, and all that is therein

The vassals of Gods wrath, and slaues of sin.

Most miserable creature vnder sky

Man without vnderstanding doth ap[X"are
;

For all this worlds allliction he tluriby,

And Fortunes freakes is wisely taught to

beare

:

1 jO

Of wretched life the onely ioy shee is,

And th'only comfort in calamities.

She armes the brest with constant jxitiencc,

Against the bitter throwes of dolours darts.

.She solaceth wilh rules of Saj>iencc

The gentle niintls, in midst of worldlie smarts:

When he is siid. shee seeks to n\ake him mcric,

And doth refresh his sprights when tluy be

wtrie.

Hut he that is of raisons skill Ix-reft.

And wants the staffc of wiscdoine him to slay,

Is like a ship in midst of temjx*sl Kfl 141

Withouten helmc or Pilot lur to swoy.

Full s;i(l and dreadftill is that ships ctunl

:

So is the man th.it wants intendinunt.

Whie then doo fiK)lish men so in«u h despi/c

'Hie precious store of this lelestiall riches ?

Why dix) they lanish vs, that {xitronize

'n»c name of learning ? Most vnhaj.pic

wretches,

Tlie whieh lie drowiutl in deep wretdudnes,

Vet iloo not sec their ownc vnliappincs. 150
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My part it is and my professed skill

The Stage with Tragick buskin to adorne,

And fill the Scene with plaint and outcries

shril

Of wretched persons, to misfortune borne

But none more tragick matter I can finde

Than this, of men depriu'd of sense and minde.

For all mans life me seemes a Tragedy,

Full of sad sights and sore Catastrophees
;

First comming to the world with weeping eye,

Where all his dayes like dolorous Trophees, i6o

Are heapt with spoyles of fortune and of feare,

And he at last laid forth on balefull beare.

So all with rufull spectacles is fild,

Fit for Megera or Persephone
;

But I that in true Tragedies am skild,

The flowre of wit, finde nought to busie me :

Therefore I mourne, and pitifully mone,
Because that mourning matter I haue none.

Then gan she wofully to waile, and wring

Her wretched hands in lamentable wise ; 170

And all her Sisters thereto answering.

Threw forth lowd shrieks and drerie dolefuU

cries.

So rested she : and then the next in rew,

Began her grieuous plaint as doth ensew.

Thalia.

Where be the sweete delights of learnings

treasure,

That wont with Comick sock to beautefie

The painted Theaters, and fill with pleasure

The listners eyes, and eares with melodie
;

In which I late was wont to raine as Queene,
And maske in mirth with Graces well beseene ?

all is gone, and all that goodly glee, 181

Which wont to be the glorie of gay wits

Is layd abed, and no where now to see ;

And in her roome vnseemly Sorrow sits,

With hollow browes and greisly countenaunce,
Marring my ioyous gentle dalliaunce.

And him beside sits vgly Barbarisme
And brutish Ignorance, ycrept of late

Out of dredd darknes of the deep Abysme,
Where being brcdd, he light and heauen does

hate I 90
They in the mindes of men now tyrannize,

And the faire Scene with rudenes foule disguize.

All places they with follic haue possest,

And with vaine toyes the vulgarc entcrtaine
But me haue banished, with all the rest

That whilome wont to wait vjion my traine,

Fine Counterfesaunce and vnhurtfull Sport,

Delight and Laughter deckt in seemly sort.

All these, and all that els the Comick Stage

With seasoned wit and goodly pleasance

graced

,

20c

By which mans life in his likest image
Was limned forth, are wholly now defaced

;

And those sweete wits which wont the like tc

frame,

Are now despizd, and made a laughing game.

And he the man, whom Nature selfe had made
To mock her selfe, and Truth to imitate.

With kindly counter vnder ]\Iimick shade,

Our pleasant Willy, ah is dead of late :

With whom all ioy and ioUy meriment
Is also deaded, and in dolour drent. 21c

In stead thereof scoffing Scurrilitie,

And scornfuU Follie with Contempt is crept,

Rolling in rymes of shameles ribaudrie

Without regard, or due Decorum kept,

Each idle wit at will presumes to make,
And doth the Learneds taske vpon liim take.

But that same gentle Spirit, from whose pen
Large streames of honnie and sweete Necta

flowe.

Scorning the boldnes of such base-borne men,
Wliich dare their follies forth so rashlie throwe

Doth rather choose to sit in idle Cell,

Than so himselfe to mockerie to sell.

22:

So am I made the seruant of the manie,

And laughing stocke of all that list to scorne.

Not honored nor cared for of anie
;

But loath'd of losels as a thing forlorne

:

Therefore I mourne and sorrow with the rest

Vntill my cause of sorrow be redrest.

Therewith she lowdly did lament and shrike,

Pouring forth streames of teares abundantly,

And all her Sisters with compassion like, 23
The breaches of her singults did supply.

So rested shee : and then the next in rew
Began her grieuous plaint, as doth ensew.

Euterpe.

Like as the dcarling of the Summers prj'de,

Faire Philomcle, when winters stormie wrath
Tlic goodly fields, that earst so gay were dyd
In colours diuers, quite despoylcd hath,

All comfortlcsse doth hide her chearlesse heai

During the time of that her widowhcad : 24

So we, that earst were wont in sweet accord
All places with our pleasant notes to fill,

Whilest fauourable times did vs afford

Free libcrtie to chaunt our charmcs at will

:

All comfortlcsse vpon the bared bow,
Like wofull Culuers doo sit wayling now.
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For far more bitter storme than winters stowre

The beautie of the world hath lately wasted,

And those fresh buds, wliich wont so faire to

flowre.

Hathmarredquite,and al 1 theirblossoms blasted:

And those yong plants, which wont with fruit

t'abound, 251
Now without fruite or leaues are to be found.

A stonie coldnesse hath benumbd the sence

And huelie spirits of each liuing wight,

And dimd with darknesse their intelligence,

Darknesse more than Cynierians daylie night ?

And monstrous error flying in the ayre,

Hath mard the face of all that semed fayre.

Image of hellish horrour. Ignorance,

Borne in the bosome of the black Ahysse, 260
And fed with furies milke, for sustenaunce

Of his weake infancie, begot amisse

By yawning Sloth on his ovvne mother Night

;

So hee his sonnes both Syre and brother hight.

He armdwith blindnesse and with boldncs stout,

(For blind is bold) hath our fayre light defaced
;

And gathering vnto him a ragged rout

Of Faiines and Satyres, hath our dwellings raced

And our chast bowers, in wliich al 1 Virtue rained,

With brutishnesseandbeastlie filth hathstained.

The sacred springs of horsefoot Helicon, 271

So oft bedeawcd with our learned luyes.

And sjxraking streames of pure Castalion,

The famous witnesse of our wonted praise,

They trampled haue with their fowle footings

trade,

And like to troubled puddles haue them made.

Our pleasant groues, which planted were with

pames,

Tlial with our musick wont so oft to ring.

And arbors sweet, in which the Shepheards

swaines

Were wont so oft their Pastfiralls to sing, 2.S0

They liaue cut downe and all their pleasaunce

mard,
That now no i>aslorall is to lx*c huril.

In stead of tlurn fowlrfloblins and Shriekowlcs,

With fcarftill hctwlin^,' do all plans (ill ;

AikI fn I)K' Eccho now lainnits and liowlrs,

The drradfull arntits of their outcries shrill.

S«j all is turned into wildernessc,

VVhilest Ignorance the Muses dolh oppressc.

And I whose ioy wsls ctirst with Spirit full

T')tra(h the warbling; |ii|>c tosouiid aloft , 290
.My spirits now disnuiy*! with sorrow dull,

I)(M) iiione my mis<rie in silence soft.

Tlurcfore I nuniriic and w.iilc int csK.mtlv,

Till pleiisc the lK*uucns ulloord mc remedy.

Therewith shee wayled with exceeding woe
And pitious lamentation did make,
And all her sisters seeing her doo soe,

With equall plaints her sorrowe did partake.

So rested shee : and then the next in rew,

Began her grieuous plaint as doth ensew. 300

Terpsichore.

Who so hath in the lap of soft delight

Beene long time luld, and fed with pleasures

sweet,

Feareles through his own fault or Fortunes

spight,

To tumble into sorrow and regreet,

Yf chaunce him fall into calamitie,

Findes greater burthen of his miserie.

So wee that earst in ioyance did abound
And in the bosome of all blis did sit.

Like virgin Queenes with laurell garlands cround.

For vertues meed and ornament of wit, 310
Sith ignorance our kingdome did confound.

Bee now become most wretched wightes on
ground :

And in our royall thrones which lately stood

In th'hearts of men to rule them carefully.

He now hath placed his accursed brood,

By him begotten of fowle infamy ;

Blind Error, scornefull Follie, and base Spight,

Who hold by wrong, that wee should haue by
right.

Tliey to the vulgar sort now pijx; and sing,

;\nd make tiiemmerriewilh their fcKileries. 3^0
They chereliechaunt and rymesat randon lling,

The fruitfull spawne of their ranke fantasies :

They feede the eares of fooles \\\\\\ flattery.

And good men blame, and losels nugnify :

All places tlu'V il(H) with their tovis ix)sscssc,

And rai^ne in liking of the multitude,

The sch(H>lcs tluy fill witli fond ncwfanglencssc,

;\ndsway in Court with pride and rashnes rutle;

.Mon^si simple shephearils ihev do boast their

skill.

And say their musicke mattheth Pharbtis quill.

The noliU" hearts to pleasures they allure, 331

.And till their I'rince that learning: is but vaine,

F.iireLKliesloueslheysjHtt \\ithtliou^;htsim|>ure,

And^'entlenundes with lewd deli^:hls dislaine:

Clerks they to Unilhly iilleius entice,

And till their lxK)kes with discipline of vice.

.S<) cuerv where lluv rule and tyraimize,

For their vsurixd kiii^d(»nus nuiinteiuuuu e,

llie whiles we sillv Maides, whom they dispizc,

And with reprinhfull snirne diseouMtrnavuicc,

From our owne n.itiue heritage exilde, 341

Walk through the world i>f nmy one reuildc.
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Nor anie one doth care to call vs in,

Or once vouchsafeth vs to entertaine,

Vnlesse some one perhaps of gentle kin,

For pitties sake compassion our paine,

And yeeld vs some reliefe in this distresse

:

Yet to be so relieu'd is wretchednesse.

So wander we all carefuU comfortlesse,

Yet none doth care to comfort vs at all
; 350

So seeke we helpe our sorrow to redresse,

Yet none vouchsafes to answere to our call

:

Therefore we mourne and pittilesse complaine.

Because none lining pittieth our paine.

With that she wept and wofullie waymented,
That naught on earth her griefe might pacific

;

And all the rest her dolefull din augmented,
With shrikes and groanes and grieuous agonie.

So ended shee : and then the next in rew.

Began her piteous plaint as doth ensew. 360

Erato

Ye gentle Spirits breathing from aboue,

Wliere ye in Venus siluer bowre were bred.

Thoughts halfe deuine, full of the fire of loue.

With beawtie kindled and with pleasure fed.

Which ye now in securitie possesse,

Forgetfull of your former heauinesse :

Now change the tenor of your ioyous layes.

With which ye vse your loues to deifie,

And blazon foorth an earthlie beauties praise,

Aboue the compasse of the arched skie : 370
Now change your praises into piteous cries.

And Eulogies turne into Elegies.

Such as ye wont whenas those bitter stounds

Of raging loue first gan you to torment.

And launch your hearts with lamentable wounds
Of secret sorrow and sad languishment.

Before your Loues did take you vnto grace ;

Those now renew as fitter for this place

For I that rule in measure moderate

The tempest of that stormie passion, 380
And vse to paint in rimes the troublous state

Of Louers life in likest fashion.

Am put from practise of my kindlie skill,

Banisht by those that Loue with Icawdncs fill.

Loue wont to be schoolmaster of my skill

And the deuicefull matter of my song
;

Sweete Loue deuoyd of villanie or ill,

But pure and spotles, as at first he sprong

Out of th'Almighties bosomc, where he nests;

From thence infused into mortall brests. 390

Such high conceipt of that celestiall fire,

The base-borne brood of blindnes cannot gesse,

Ne euer dare their dunghill thoughts aspire

Vnto so loftie pitch of perfectnesse,

But rime at riot, and doo rage in loue
;

Yet little wote what doth thereto behoue.

Faire Cytheree the Mother of delight,

AndQueeneof beautie,now thou maist go pack;
For lo thy Kingdome is defaced quight.

Thy scepter rent, and power put to wrack; 400
And thy gay Sonne, that winged God of Loue,

May now goe prune his plumes like ruffed Done.

And ye three Twins to light by Venus brought.

The sweete companions of the Muses late,

From whom what euer thing is goodly thought

Doth borrow grace, the fancie to aggrate
;

Go beg with vs, and be companions still

As heretofore of good, so now of ill.

For neither you nor we shall anie more
Finde entertainment, or in Court or Schoole

:

For that which was accounted heretofore 411

The learneds meed, is now lent to the foole,

He sings of loue, and maketh louing layes,

And they him heare, and they him highly

prayse.

With that she powred foorth a brackish flood

Of bitter teares, and made exceeding mone
;

And all her Sisters seeing her sad mood.
With lowd laments her answered all at one.

So ended she : and then the next in rew

Began her grieuous plaint, as doth ensew. 420

Calliope

To whom shall I my euill case complaine.

Or tell the anguish of my inward smart,

Sith none is left to remedie my paine.

Or dcignes to pitie a perplexed hart

;

But rather seekes my sorrow to augment
With fowle reproach, and cruell banishment.

For they to whom I vsed to applie

The faithfull seruice of my learned skill.

The goodly off-spring of loues progenic,

That wont the world with famous acts to fill

;

Whose lining praises in heroick style, 431

It is my chiefe profession to compyle.

They all corrupted through the rust of time.

That doth all fairest things on earth deface.

Or through vnnoble sloth, or sinfull crime.

That doth degenerate the noble race
;

Ilaue both desire of worthie deeds forlornc,

And name of learning vtterly doo scorne.

Ne doo they care to haue the aunccstrie

Of th'old Heroes memorizde anew, 440

Ne doo they care that late poslcritie

Should know their names, or speak their praises

dew :

But die forgot from whence at first they sprong,

As they themselues shalbe forgot ere long.
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What bootes it then to come from glorious

Forefathers, or to haue been nobly bredd ?

WTiat oddes twixt Irus and old Inachiis,

Twixt best and worst,when both alike are dedd;
If none of neither mention should make,
Nor out of dust their memories awake ? 450

Or who w^ould euer care to doc braue deed,

Or striue in vertue others to excell

;

If none should yeeld him his deserued meed,
Due praise, that is the spur of dooing well ?

For if good were not praised more than ill.

None would choose goodnes of his owne freewill.

Therefore the nurse of vertue I am hight,

And golden Trompet of eternitie.

That lowly thoughts lift vp to heauens hight,

And mortall men haue powre to dcifie : 460
Bacchus and Hercules I raisd to heauen,

And Charleniaine, amongst the Starris seauen.

But now I will my golden Clarion rend,

And will henceforth immortalize no more :

Sith I no more finde worthie to commend
For prize of value, or for learned lore

:

For noble Peeres whom I was wont to raise,

Now onely seeke for pleasure, nought for praise.

Their great reuenucs all in sumptuous pride

They spend, tliat nought to learning they may
spare

;

470
And the rich fee which Poets wont diuide,

Now Parasites and Sycophants doc share :

Therefore I mournc and endlesse sorrow make,
r>oth for my selfe and for my Sisters sake.

W iih that she lowtlly gan to waile and shrike.

And from her eyes a sea of teares did |X)wre,

And all her sisters witli compassion like.

Did mf)rc increase the sharpnes of her showrc.
So ended she : and then the next in rew
Ik'gan her plaint, as doth herein cnsew. 480

Vrania.

\Miat wrall' of Gmls, or wicked influence

Of Starrcs cotis|)iring wretducj turn t'afllict,

Ilath |M)wrd on earth this novoiis jKstilencc,

Tiiat niortall inindcs doth InwardK' infect

\\ ith loue of bliiidnrssc and of ignoraiuc.

To dwell in (iarketussc without soik iiatice ?

Wliat difference twixt man and beast is left,

\\ Ik lit h'luauenlic light of knowledge is put out,

And th'orrianicnts o| wisdorne are iMTclt ?

Tliiri wandreth he in error and in d(nil)t, .joo

Vtiweetiiig of the danger hee is in.

Thrcmgli 111 sites fraillie and deceipt of sin.

In this wide world in wliidt lluywretclies stray,

It is the onelie cfinifort which they haue,

It is their light, their Icmdslarre and their day ;

Hut hell ajid darkenessc and tlie grisjic graue

Is ignorance, the enemie of grace.

That mindes of men borne heauenlie doth
debace.

Through knowledge we behold the worlds

creation,

How in his cradle first he fostred was
; 500

And iudge of Natures cunning oixration,

How things she formed of a formelesse mas :

By knowledge wee do learne our selues to

knowe.
And what to man, and what to God wee owe.

From hence wee mount aloft vnto the skie,

And looke into the Christall firmament,

Tiiere we behold the heauens great Hierarchie,

The Starres pure light, the Spheres swift moue-
ment,

Tlie Spirites and Intelligences fayre, 509
And Angels waightingon th'Ahnighties cliayre.

And there, with humble minde and high

insight,

Tli'eternall Makers maiestie wee viewe.

His loue, his truth, his glorie, and his might.

And mercie more than mortall men can vew
soueraigne Lord. soueraigne hajipinesse

To see thee, and thy mercie measurylesse :

Such happines haue they, that doo embrace
The precepts of my heauenlie discipline

;

But shame and sorrow and accursed case

Haue they, that scorne the schoole of arts

diuine, 520
And banish me, which do professe the skill

To make men heauenlv wise, through humbled
will.

How euer yet they nice despise and spight,

1 feede on sweet contentment of my thought.

And |)leasc my silfe with mine owne selfc-

delight.

In contenijilation of things licauenlie wrought:

So, loathing earth. I looke vp to the sky.

And Ixing driuen hence, I thether lly.

llu-nce I Inhold the miserie of men.
Which want the blis that wisedom would them

breed. 5.^0

.\nd like l)rute la^asts doo lie in loathsome den.

Of ghostly darkcncs, and of gastlie dree<l

:

For whom I niourneand for my selfe complaine,

And for my .Sisters cake whom they dis<lainc.

With that shee w«pt and waihl so pityouslie,

As if her eyes had Int iie two springing wells

And all the rest her sorrow to siipplie.

Did throw forlli shrieks und cries ami duery
yells.

So eruled slice, and then the next in rew,

Ikgan her mournlull plaint as doth ensew 540
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Polyhymnia.

A dolefull case desires a dolefull song,

Without vaine art or curious complements,

And squallid Fortune into basenes flong,

Doth scorne the pride of wonted ornaments.

Then fittest are these ragged rimes for mee,

To tell my sorrowes that exceeding bee :

For the sweet numbers and melodious measures,

With which I wont the winged words to tie.

And make a tuneful! Diapase of pleasures,

Now being let to runne at libertie 550
By those which haue no skill to rule them right,

Haue now quite lost their naturall delight.

Heapes of huge words v^jhoorded hideously.

With horrid sound though hauing little sence,

They thinke to be chiefe praise of Poetry
;

And thereby wanting due intelligence,

Haue mard the face of goodly Poesie,

And made a monster of their fantasie :

Whilom in ages past none might professe 559
But Princes and high Priests that secret skill.

The sacred lawes therein they wont expresse.

And with deepe Oracles their verses fill

:

Then was shee held in soueraigne dignitie.

And made the noursling of Nobilitie.

But now nor Prince nor Priest doth her main-
tayne,

But suffer her prophaned for to bee
Of the base vulgar, that with hands vncleane

Dares to pollute her hidden mysterie.

And treadeth vnder foote hir holie things,

WTiich was the care of Kesars and of Kings.

571One onelie Hues, her ages ornament,

And myrrcur of her ]\lakers maiestie
;

That with rich bountie and deare cherishment,

Supports the praise of noble Poesie :

Ne onelie fauours them which it professe,

But is her selfe a peereles Poetresse.

Most peereles Prince, most peereles Poetresse,

The true Pandora of all heauenly graces,

Diuine Elisa, sacred Emperesse :

Liue she for euer, and her royall P' laces 5S0

Be fild with praises of diuinest wits.

That her eternize with their heauenlie writs.

Some few beside, this sacred skill esteme,

Admirers of her glorious excellence,

Which being lightned with her beawties beme.
Are thereby fild with happie influence

:

And lifted vp aboue the worldes gaze,

To sing with Angels her immortall praize.

But all the rest as borne of saluage brood,

And hauing beene with Acorns alwaies fed.

Can no whit fauour this celestiall food, 591
But with base thoughts are into blindnesse led,

And kept from looking on the lightsome day

:

For whome I waile and weepe all that I may.

Eftsoones such store of teares she forth did

powre.

As if shee all to water would haue gone
;

And all her sisters seeing her sad stowre.

Did weep and waile and made exceeding

mone.
And all their learned instruments did breake.

The rest, vntold, no louing tongue can speake.

FINIS,

Vii^gils Gnat.

Long since dedicated

the 9?iost 7ioble and excelle7it Lord^
the Earle of Leicester, late

deceased.

WRongd, yet not dating to expresse my
paine,

To you (great Lord) the causer of my care,

In clowdie teares my case I thus complaine
Vnto your selfe, that onely priuie are :

But ij that any Oedipus vmvare
Shall chaunce, through power oj some diuining

spright,

To reade the secrete of this riddle rare,

And kno'w tlie purporte of my euill plight.

Let him rest pleased with his owne insight,

Ne further seeke to glose vpon the text

:

For griefe enough it is to grieued wight

To feele his fault, and not be further vext.

But what so by my selfe may not be showen,

May by this Gnatts complaint be easily knowen.
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Virgils Gnat,

WE now haue playde (Augustus) wantonly,

Tuning our song vTito a tender Muse,

And like a cobweb weauing slenderly,

Haue onely playde : let thus much then excuse

This Gnats small Poeme, that th'whole history

Is but a iest, though enuie it abuse :

But whosuchsporLsand sweet delightsdothblame,

Shall lighter seeme than this Gnats idle name.

Hereafter, when as season more secure

Shall bring forth fruit, this Muse shall speak to

thee 10

In bigger notes, that may thy sense allure.

And for thy worth frame some lit Poesic,

The golden offspring of Lalona pure,

And ornament of great loiies progenic,

Ph(rbus shall be the author of my song.

Playing on yuorie harp with siluer strong.

He shall inspire my verse with gentle mood
Of Poets Prince, whether he woon beside

Faire Xanthus sprinclcd with Chiman'as blood
;

Or in the woods of Astery abide
;

20

Or whereas mount Parnasse, the Muses brood,

Doth his broad forhead like two horncs diuide,

And the sweete waues of sounding Caslaly

With liquid foote doth slide downe easily.

Wliereforc ye Sisters which the gloric bee

Of the Pierian streamcs, fayre Naiades,

Go too, and dauncing all in com[)anie,

Adorne that God : and thou holie Pales,

To whome the honest care of husbandrie

Rcturntlh by contiiuiall successc, 30
Haue care for to ])iirsuc his fo<jling light

;

Throgh the wide woods, and groius, w ith green

Icaues dight

Professing ihte I lifted am aloft

Ik'twixt tiie forrest wide an<l starric sky :

And ihou most dread {Oclauius) whidi oft

To Icarntjl wits giucst (ourage worthily,

O roiMC (thou sarrcd thilde) come sliding soft,

And faiiour my Ixgiimiikgs grai iouslv :

Fr>rnoltl»esclcauesdosingtiuil<lriadfiills((Mm<l,

When Cjianls bloyd did staine Phlrgruan

ground. 40

Nor how tli'luilfe horsy jK-ople, Crulaurcs highl*

Foiiglil wilh the bloudie I.afutluu's at bord,

Nor how the luist with tyranous drs|ti^hl

Burnt \\\ Allick towrcs, and i>eoplc slew with

sword ;

Nor how mount Alhos tlirou^jh exceeding might
Was «iigg«(l downe, nor yron bands aUird

The Vnnliik sea by tlieir huge Nauy cast,

My volume shall renuwnc, su long !>iMCc past.

Nor Hellespont trampled with horses feete, 49
When flocking Persians did the Greeks aftray

;

But my soft Muse, as for her power more meete,

Delights (with Phoebus friendly leaue) to play

An easie running verse with tender feete.

And thou (dread sacred child) to thee alway,

Let euerlasting lightsome glory striue.

Through the worlds endles ages to suruiue.

And let an happie roome remaine for thee

Mongst heauenly ranks, where blessed soules do
rest

;

And let long lasting life with ioyous glee.

As thy due meede that thou deseruest best, 60

Hereafter many yeares rcmembred be

Amongst good men, of whom thou oft are blest

;

Line thou for euer in all happinesse :

But let vs turne to our first businesse.

The fiery Sun was mounted now on hight

\'[) to the heauenly towers,and shot each where
Out of his golden Charet glistering light

;

And fayre Aurora with her rosie heare,

The hateful 1 darknes now had put to flight.

When as the shepheard seeing day ap|x\\re, 70
His little Goats gan driue out of their stalls,

To feede abroad, where pasture best.bcfalls.

To an high mountaines top he with them went.

Where thickest grasse did cloath the 0[)en hills :

They now amongst the woods and thickets

ment,
Now in the valleies wandring at their wills,

Spread thcmselues farre abroad through each

descent

;

Some on the soft grcene grasse feeding their

hi Is;

Soineclambring through ihehollowclifTesonhy,

Nibble the busliie shrubs, which growe thereby.

Others the vtmost boughs of trees dcv crop,

And bronze the wotxlbine Iwiggcs, that freshly

bud

;

8j

This with full bit doth catih the vtmost top

Of some soft Willow, or new growen stud ;

lliis with shar|)e teeth tiic bramble Kaues doth

lop.

And chaw the lender j)rickles in her Cud ;

TIjc whiles another high tloth (nierUH)kc

Her ownc like image in a christall brcwko.

tile gnnit happines, which slupheards luuio.

Who so liKithes n«)t tin) nnu h the \hh)tc estate,

With minde that ill vse tloth Uiore depraue,

Nc measures all things by the c<>.tly rate 9a

Of riolisc, antl s( lublants outward brauo ;

No such sad cares, as wont to nuweiate

And rend the gree<lie mimies oi couetous men,

Do cucr crcci)c into ihc shcpheards den.
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Ne cares he if the fleece, which him arayes,

Be not twice steeped in Assyrian dye,

Ne ghstering of golde, which vnderlayes 99

The summer beames, doe blinde his gazing eye.

Ne pictures beautie, nor the glauncing rayes

Of precious stones, whence no good commeth by

;

Ne yet his cup embost with Imagery

Of BcBtus or of Alcons vanity.

Ne ought the whelky pearles esteemeth hee,

Which are from Indian seas brought far away :

But with pure brest from careful! sorrow free,

On the soft grasse his limbs doth oft display,

In sweete spring time, when flowres varietie

With sundrie colours paints the sprincled lay

;

There lying all at ease, from guile or spight, 1 1

1

With pype of fennie reedes doth him delight.

There he, Lord of himselfe, with palme bedight.

His looser locks doth wrap in wreath of vine :

There his milk dropping Goats be his delight,

And fruitefull Pales, and the forrest greene.

And darkesome caues in pleasaunt vallies pight.

Whereas continuall shade is to be scene.

And where freshspringing wells,as christallneate.

Do alwayes flow, to quench his thirstie heate.

who can lead then a more happie life, 121

Than he, that with cleaneminde and heart sincere,

No greedy riches knowes nor bloudie strife,

No deadly fight of warlick fleete doth feare,

Ne runs in perill of foes cruell knife.

That in the sacred temples he may reare

A trophee of his glittering spoyles and treasure,

Or may abound in riches aboue measure.

Of him his God is worshipt with his sythe,

And not with skill of craftsman polished : 130
He ioyes in groues, and makes himselfe full

blythe.

With sundrie flowers in wilde ficldes gathered
;

Ne frankincens he from Panchcea buylh,
Sweete quiet harbours in his harmeles head.

And perfect pleasure buildcs her ioyous bowre.
Free from sad cares, that rich mens hearts

deuowre.

This all his care, this all his whole indeuour
To this his minde and senses he doth bend,
How he may flow in quiets matchles treasour,

Content with any food that God doth send
;

And how his limbs, resolu'd through idlj Lisour,

Vnto sweete slcepe he may securely lend, 142
In some coole shadow from the scorching heat,

The whiles his flock their chawed cuds do eate.

flocks, Faunes, and ye pleasaunt springs

Of Tcmpe, wlicre the countrey Nymphs are rife.

Through whose not costly care each shepheard
sings

As merrie notes vpon his rusticke Fife,

As that Ascrcean bard, whose fame now rings

Through the wideworld,and leads as ioytulllife.

Free from all troubles and from worldly toyle,

In which fond men doe all their dayes turmoyle.

In such delights whilst thus his carelesse time

This shepheard driues, x^jleaning on his batt.

And on shrill reedes chaunting his rustick rime,

Hyperion throwing foorth his beames full hott,

Into the highest top of heauen gan clime,

And the world parting by an equall lott.

Did shed his whirling flames on either side.

As the great Ocean doth himselfe diuide. 160

Then gan the shepheard gather into one

His straglingGoates,and draue them to a foord,

Whose cserule streame, rombling in Pible stone,

Crept vTider mosse as greene as any goord.

Now had the Sun halfe heauen ouergone,

WTien he his heard back from that water foord,

Draue from the force of Phcebus boyling ray,

Into thick shadowes, there themselues to lay^
|

Soone as he them plac'd in thy sacred wood
(0 Delian Goddesse) saw, to which of yore

Came the bad daughter of old Cadmus brood,

Cruell Agaiie, flying vengeance sore 172

Of king Niclileus for the guiltie blood.

Which she with cursed hands had shed before ;

Thereshe halfe frantick hauingslainehcrsonne.

Did shrowd her selfe like punishment to shonne.

Here also playing on the grassy greene,

Woodgods, and Satyres, and swift Dryades,

With many Fairies oft were dauncing scene.

Not so much did Dan Orpheus represse, 180

The streames of Ilehrus with his songs I weene.

As that faire troupe of woodie Goddesses

Staied thee, (0 Penens) powring foorth to thee,

From checreful lookes, great mirth and glad-

some glee.

The verie nature of the place, resounding

With gentle murmure of the breathing ayre,

A pleasant bowre with all delight abounding
In the fresh shadowe did for them prepayre,

To rest their limbs with wearines redounding.

For first the high Palme trees with braunchcs

faire, 190
Out of the lowly vallies did»arise.

And high shoote \"p their heads into the skycs.

And them amongst the wicked Lotos grew,

Wicked, for holding guilefully away
Vlysses men, whom rapt with sweetcnes new,

Taking to hoste, it quite from him did stay,

And eke those trees, in whose transformed hew
The Sunnes sad daughterswayIde the rash decay

Of Phaeton, whose limbs with lightening rent.

They gathering vp, with sweete teares did

lament. 200
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And that same tree, in which Deniophoon,

By his disloyalty lamented sore,

Eternall hurte left \Tito many one :

WTiom als accompanied the Oke, of yore

Through fatall charmes transformd to such an
one :

Tlie Oke, whose Acornes were our foode, before

That Ceres seede of mortall men were knowne,
\Miich first Triploleme taught how to be sowne.

Here also grew the rougher rinded Pine,

The great Argoan ships braue ornament 210

WhomgoldenFleecedidmakeanheauenly signer

WTiich coucting, with his high tops extent,

To make the mountaines touch thestarresdiuine,

Decks all the forrest with embellishment.

And the blacke Holme that loues the watrie vale,

And the sweete Cypresse, signe of deadly bale.

Emongst the rest the clambring Yuie grew.

Knitting his wanton armes with grasjnng hold,

Least that the Poplar hapi:>ely should row
Her brothers strokes, whose boughes she doth

enfold 220

With her lythe twigs, till they the top survew.

And paint with pallid grccne her buds of gold.

Next did the Myrtle tree to her approach,

Not yet vnmindfuU of her olde reproach.

But the small Birds in their wide boughs cm-
bowring,

Chauntcd their sundrie tunes with sweete con-

sent,

And vndcr them a siluer Spring forth powring
His trickling strcames, a gentle niurnuire sent

;

Thereto the frogs, bred in the slimie scowring

Of the moist iiKMires, their iarriiig voyces bent

:

Aufl shrill grashopiK-rs cliir|)ed them around :

All which the ayrie Echo tlid resound. 232

In this so pleasant place this Shephcards flocke

I-iy cucrie wlure, their wiarie limbs to rest,

On cucrie bush, and euerie hollow ro( ke
Where briathe on iIkmi the wliistling wind
mote Ixst

;

The whiles I he Shcphr.ird self tending hiss! ocke,

Sate by the fountaine side, in shade to rest,

Where gentle slunibring sleep oppressed him,
Displuid on ground, and seized cueric liin. 2.}o

Of trecherie or traiius nought t<K>ke he keep,

Hut |fK)slie on the grassic greene <lispredd,

His di-arest life <li(l trust to (arehs sleii);

Whidi weighing <lowM his droupi I igdrowsichei 1(1,

In (|uiet rest liis nioltcn heart did s(i-«p,

1 )eiioid of Girc, and feare of all falslx dtl

:

Had not inconstant fortune, iKiit to ill,

Bid strange niis«hance his (piielnes to spill.

I'or at his wonted time in thai same place s.jo

An huge great Ser|>ent all with s[>eckle!i pide,

To drench himselfe in moorish slime did trace.

There from the boyling heate himselfe to hide

:

He passing by with rolling wreathed pace.

With brandisht tongue the emptieairedidgride.

And wrapt hisscalie boughts w ith fell despight.

That all things seem'd apimlled at his sight.

Now more and more hauing himselfe enrolde,

His glittering breast he lifteth vp on hie,

And with proud vaunt his head aloft doth holde

;

His creste aboue spotted with purple die, 260

On euerie side did shine like scalie golde.

And his bright eyes glauncing full dreadfullie.

Did seeme to flame out flakes of flashing fyro.

And with sterne lookes to threaten kindled yre.

Thus wise long time he did himselfe dispace

There round about, when as at last he spide

Lying along before him in that place,

That flocks grand Captaine, and most trustie

guide

:

Eftsoones more fierce in visage, and in pace.

Throwing his firie eyes on euerie side, 270

He commcth on, and all things in his way
FuUstearnly rends, that mighthisixissagestay.

Much he disdaines, that anie one should dare

To come vnto his haunt ; for which intent

He inly burns, and gins straight to j-ircpare

The weapons, which Nature to him hath lent

;

Fellie he hisseth, and doth fiercely stare,

And hath his iawes with angrie spirits rent.

That all his tract with bloudie droj^s is stained,

And all his foldes are now in length outstrained.

Whom thus at jK)iiit prcjxired, to preuent,

A litle nour>ling of the humid ayre, 282
A (Inat vnto the sleepie She[>heartl went.

And marking where his ey-liils twinckling rare,

Shewdtiiet wo pearles,which sight Niitohim lent,

Through their thin couerings aj^jx-aring fayre.

His little nec<lle llure infixing ileip,

Warnd him aw;ike, from death himselfe to keep.

WluTiwith enrag'd, he fiercely gan vi)vtart,

.And with his hand him ntslily bru/ing, slewe

.As in auengeme!it ol his heetlles smart, 291

Th.it streight the spirite out of his senses fltw,

.\nd life out of his meinlxTs did dc|xirt

:

Wlu-n suddenly r.isting aside his viw,

He spide his f«K* with felonous intent,

.And (eruent eyes to his «lestruction In-nt.

All suddenly di^maid, and liartUs ([uight.

He (led aliacke, and r.il«hing hastie hohle

Of a yong alder hard Ix-side him pight, 299
It rent, and streight niKnil him gan lHh«»Me,

What ('i(h| or lM>rtune would assist his might.

Bui whetlur (1<h1 or Fortune nuule him Ixihl

lis hard to rea<l : yet h.irdie will he had
To oucrcoiue, tluil nude him lesse udrad.

3
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The scalie backe of that most hideous snake

Enwrapped round, oft faining to retire,

And oft him to assailc, he fiercely strake

WTiereas his temples did his creast-front tyre ;

And for he was but slowe, did slowth off shake,

And gazing ghastly on (for feare and yre 310

Had blent somuch his sense, that lesse he fcard :)

Yet when he saw him slaine, himselfe he cheard.

By this the night forth from the darksomebowre
Of Herebus her teemed steedcs gan call,

And laesie Vesper in his timely howre
From golden Oeta gan proceede withall

;

\Mienas the Shepheard after this sharpe stowre,

Seing the doubled shadowes low to fall.

Gathering his straying flocke, does homeward
fare,

And vnto rest his wearie ioynts prepare. 320

Into whose sense so soone as lighter sleepe

Was entered, and now loosing euerie lim,

Sweete slumbring deaw in carelesnesse did

steepe,

The Image of that Gnat appeard to him,

And in sad tearmes gan sorrowfully weepe,

With grcislie countenaunce and visage grim,

Wailing the wrong which he had done of late.

In steed of good hastning his cruell fate.

Said he, what haue I wretch deseru'd, that thus

Into this bitter bale I am outcast, 330
Wliilest that thy life more deare and precious

Was than mine owne, so long as it did last ?

I now in lieu of paines so gracious,

Am tost in th'ayre with euerie windie blast

:

Thou safe deliuercd from sad decay.

Thy careles limbs in loose sleep dost display.

So liuest thou, but my poore wretched ghost

Is forst to ferrie ouer Lethes Riuer,

And spoyld of Charon too and fro am tost.

Seest thou, how all places quake and quiuer 340
Lightned with deadly lamps on euerie post ?

Tisiphone each where doth shake and shiuer

Her flaming fire brond, encountring me.
Whose lockes vncombed cruell adders be.

And Cerberus, whose many mouthes doo bay,

And barke out flames, as if on fire he fed
;

Adowne whose necke in terrible array.

Ten thousand snakes cralling about his hed
Doo iiang in heapes, that horribly affray.

And bloodie eyes doo glister firie red
; 350

He oftentimes me dreadfullie doth threaten.

With painfull torments to be sorely beaten.

Ayme,thatthankessomuchshouldfaileofmeed,
For that I thee restor'd to life againe,

Euenfromtlie doore of death and deadlie dreed.

Wliere then is now the guerdon of my paine ?

Wliere the reward of my so piteous deed ?

The praise of pitie vanisht is in vaine,

And th'antique faith of Justice long agone
Out of the land is fled away and gone. 360

I saw anothers fate approaching fast,

And left mine owne his safetie to tender

;

Into the same mishap I now am cast.

And shun'd destruction doth destruction render

:

Not vnto him that neuer hath trespast,

But punishment is due to the offender.

Vet let destruction be the punishment.

So long as thankfull will may it relent.

I carried am into waste wildernesse, 369
U'aste wildernes, amongst Cynierian shades,

Wliere endles paines and hideous heauinesse

Is round about me heapt in darksome glades.

For there huge Olhos sits in sad distresse,

Fast bound with serpents that him oft inuades :

Far of beholding Ephialles tide,

Which once assai'd to burne this world so wide.

And there is mournfull Tilyus mindefull yet

Of thy displeasure, Latona faire ;

Displeasure too implacable was it.

That made him meat for wild foules of the ayre

:

Much do I feare among such fiends to sit; 381
Much do I feare back to them to repayre,

To the black shadowes of the Stygian shore,

\Miere wretched ghosts sit wailing euermore.

There next the vtmost brinck doth he abide.

That did the bankets of the Gods bewray.

Whose throat through thirst to nought nigh

being dride

His sense to seeke for ease turnes euery way :

And he that in auengement of his pride,

For scorning to the sacred Gods to pray, 390
Against a mountaine rolls a mightie stone.

Calling in vaine for rest, and can haue none.

Go ye with them, go cursed damosells,

Whose bridale torches foule Erynnis tynde.

And Ilymcn at your Spousalls sad, foretells

Tydings of death and massacre vnkinde :

With them that cruell Colchid mother dwells.

The which conceiu'd in her reuengefull minde,
With bitter woundes her owne deere babes to

slay,

And murdred troupes vpon great heapes to lay.

There also those two Pandionian maides, 401

Calling on Itis, liis euermore,

\\Tiom wretched boy they slew ^\^thguiltieblades;
For whome the Thracian king lamenting sore,

Turn'd to a Lapwing, fowlie them vpbraydes.

And fluttering round about them still does sore

:

There now they all eternally complaine

Of others wrong, and suffer endles paine.
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But the two brethren borne of Cadmus blood,

WTiilst each does for the Soueraignty contend,

BUnde through ambition, and with vengeance

wood, 411

Each doth against the others bodie bend
His cursed Steele, of neither well withstood,

And with wide wounds their caraises doth rend

;

That yet they both doe mortall foes remaine,

Sith each with brothers bloudie hand was slaine.

Ah (waladay) there is no end of painc.

Nor chaunge of labour may intrcated bee :

Yet I beyond all these am carried faine,

Where other powers farre different I see, 420
And must passe ouer to th'£^/5/a« plaine :

There grim Persephone encountring mee,

Doth vrge her fellow Furies earnestlie.

With their bright firebronds me to terrific.

There chast Alcesle Hues inuiolate.

Free from all care, for that her husbands dales

She did prolong by changing fate for fate.

Lo there lines also the immortall praise

Of womankinde, most faithfull to her mate,

Penelope : and from her farre awayes 430

A lulesse rout of yongmen, which her woo'd

All slaine with darts, lie wallowed in theirblood.

And sad Eiirydice thence now no more
Must turne to life, but there detained bee,

For looking back, being forbid Ix-fore :

Yet was the guilt thereof, Orpheus, in thee.

Bold sure he was, and worlhie s|)irite bore,

That durst those lowest shadowes goc to sec.

And could bv.-lceuc that anie thing could please

Fell Cerberus, or Stygian jKJwres apjx'asc. 440

Ne fcard the burning wanes of Phlef^elon,

Nor those same mournfull kingdomes, com-

j rtisser

i

Willi rustic liorrour and fowlc fashion,

And deep digd vawtcs, and Tartar couered

With bl(KHJie night, and darke confusion,

And iudgenicnt scutes, whose ludgc is dcadlie

dred.

A nidge, that after death doth pimish sore

Tlic faults, which life hath trcsiKissc-d before.

But valiant fortune made Pan Orphrns ImiMc :

For the swift running riuers still di<l staml, .450

And the wilde ix-asts thiir furie did withhold.

To frjilow Orpheus musicke through the land :

And th'Okesdecpgrotmdcfl in iheearlhlyniolde

Did motjc, as if tlicy cotild liitu vnderstand *.

Anri the shrill woods, wliidi were of sense

iH-rcaiiM,

Tlirough their hard iKirkc his silucr sound
receau'd.

And eke the ^ffK)tle her liastie stcedes did stay,

TV iwing in tccnus along the starric skir,

And didst (0 monthly Virgin) thou delay

Thy nightly course, to heare his melodic ? 460
The same was able with like louclv lay

The Queene of hell to moue as easily,

To yeeld Eurydice vnto her fere,

Backe to be borne, though it vnlawfull were.

She (Ladie) hauing well before approoued,
The feends to be too crucll and scucre,

Obscru'd th'appointed way, as her behooued,
Xe cuer did her ey-sight turne arere,

Ne eucr spake, ne cause of speaking mooued :

But crucll Orpheus, thou much crueller, 470
Seeking to kisse her, brok'st the Gods decree,

And thereby mad'st her cuer damn'd to be.

Ah but sweete loue of pardon worthic is,

And doth descrue to haue small faults remitted
;

If Hell at least things lightly done amis

Knew how to pardon, when ought is omitted :

Yet arc ye both receiued into blis.

And to the scates of happie soules admitted.

And you, beside the honourable band
Of great Heroes, doo in order stand. 480

There be the two stout sonnes of Aeacus,

Fierce Peleus, and the hardic Telavion,

Both seeming now full glad and ioycous

llirough their Syres drcadfuU iurisdiction.

Being the ludgc of all that horrid hous :

And both of them by strange occ;vsion,

Kenown'd in choyce of hapjiie marriage

Through Venus grace, and vcrtues cariage.

For th'one was rauisht of his ownc bondmaide,
The faire Ixione cajHiu'd from Troy : 490
I'ul th'other was with Thetis louc ass;iid,

dreat Nereus his daughter, and his ic>y.

On this side them there is a yiuigman layd.

Their match in glorie. mightie. lime and coy
;

That from th'Argolick ships, with furious yre,

Iklt buck the furie of the Troian fyre.

O who would not recount the strong diuorces

Of that great warre, whii liTroianesolt Ix'heldc,

And oft Ik held the warlike dreekish forces, 41)9

When Teucrian sovie with bltKnlie riuers swclde.

And wide Si^aau shores were sprcd w ith corses,

And Siuwis and Xitnlhus I)Io«h1 outwelde.

Whilst lleetor raged with outragit)us niinde,

llanies, weafxins, >N0unds in Greeks lleete to

haue tyndc.

For Ida sc-lfc, in ayde of that furre fight.

Out of her incHmtaines iniiiistre<l supplies,

And like a kindlv nourse. «lid veeld (for spight)

Store of firebronds o\it of her nourseries,

Vnto her foster ( hildrcn. that thev might

Inllainc the Nauie of their enemies, 510
And all the h'hrtinm slutre to ashes (iirnc,

Where lay I he ships, which tl»eydi<lsceket«>bumc.
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Gainst which the noble sonne of Telanion

Opposd' himselfe, and thwarting his huge shield,

Them battell bad, gainst whom appeard anon
Hector, the glorie of the Troian field :

Both fierce and furious in contention

Encountred,that their mightie strokes so shrild,

As the great clap of thunder, which doth ryue

The ratling heauens, and cloudes asunder dryue.

So th'one with fire and weapons did contend

To cut the ships, from turning home againe

To Argos, th'other stroue for to defend

The force of Vulcane with his might and maine.

Thus th'one Aeacide did his fame extend :

But th'other ioy'd, that on the Phrygian playne

Hauing the blood of vanquisht Hector shedd,

He compast Troy thrice with his bodie dedd.

Againe great dole on either partie grcwe.

That him to death \Tifaithfull Paris sent, 530
And also him that false Vlysses slewe,

Drawne into danger through closeambushment

:

Therefore from him Laertes sonne his vewe
Doth turne aside, and boasts his good euent

In working of Stryinonian Rhcesiis fall.

And efte in Dolons subtile surprysall.

Againe the dreadfuU Cycones him dismay,
And blacke Lcestrigones, a people stout

:

Then greedie Scilla, vnder whom there bay
Manie great bandogs, which her gird about

:

Then doo the Aetnean Cyclops him affray, 541
And deep Charybdis gulphing in and out

:

Lastly the squalid lakes of Tartaric,

And griesly Feends of hell him terrific.

There also goodly Agamemnon hosts.

The glorie of the stock of Tantalus,

And famous light of all the Greekish hosts,
Vender whose conduct most victorious.

The Dorick flames consum'd the Iliack posts.

Ah but the Greekes themselues more dolorous,

To thee, Troy, paid penaunce for thy fall,

In t\\ Hellespont being nigh drowned all. 552

Well may appeare by proofe of theirmischaunce.
The chaungfull turning of mens slipperie state.

That none, whom fortune freely doth aduaunce,
Himselfe therefore to hcaucn should elcuate :

For loftic type of honour through the glaunce
Of enuies dart, is downe in dust prostrate

;

And all that vaunts in worldly vanilie.

Shall fall through fortunes mutabilitie. 560

Th'Argolicke power returning home againe,

Enricht with spoyles of \.\i Ericthonian towre.
Did happie winde and weather cntertainc.

And with good s[)eed the fomie billowes scowre:
No signe of storme, no fcare of future paine,

Wliich soonc ensued them with heauie stowre.

Nereis to the Seas a token gaue,

The whiles their crooked keeles the surges claue.

Suddenly, whether through the Gods decree,

Or haplesse rising of some froward starre, 570
The heauens on euerie side enclowded bee :

Black stormesand fogs are blowenvp from far re,

That now the Pylote can no loadstarre see.

But skies and seas doo make most dreadful!

warre
;

The billowes striuing to the heauens to reach.

And th'heauens striuing them for to impeach.

And in auengement of their bold attempt.

Both Sun and starres and all the heauenly

powres ^
Conspire in one to wreake their rash contempt,

And downe on them to fall from highest towres

:

The skie in pieces seeming to be rent, 581

Throwes lightning forth, and haile, and harmful
showres.

That death on euerie side to them appeares

In thousand formes, to worke more ghastly

feares.

Some in the greedie flouds are sunke and drent,

Some on the rocks of Caphareus are throwne
;

Some on iWEuboick Cliffs in pieces rent

;

Some scattred on the Herccean shoresvnknowne

;

And manie lost, of whom no moniment
Remaines, nor memorie is to be showne : 590
WTiilst all the purchase of the Phrigian pray
Tost on salt billowes, round about doth stray.

Here manie other like Heroes bee,

Equal 1 in honour to the former crue,

Whom ye in goodly seates may placed see.

Descended all from Rome by linage due,

From Rome, that holds the world in souereigntie.

And doth all Nations vnto her subdue :

Here Fahij and Decij doo dwell,

Haratij that in vertue did excell. 600

And here the antique fame of stout Caniill

Doth euer Hue, and constant Curtius,

Who stifly bent his vowed life to spill

For Countreyes health, a gulph most hideous

Amidst the Towne with his owne corps did fill,

T'appease the powers ; and prudent Mutiits,

Who in his flesh cndur'd the scorching flame,

To daunt his foe by ensample of the same.

And here wise Curius, companion
Of noble vertues. Hues in endles rest

;

610

And stout Flaminius, whose deuotion

Taught him the fires scorn'd furie to detest

;

And here the praise of cither Scipion

Abides in highest place aboue the best,

To whom the ruin'd walls of Carthage vow'd,

Trembling their forces,sound their praises lowd.
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Liue they for euer through their lasting praise :

But I poore wretch am forced to retourne

To the sad lakes, that Phaebiis sunnie rayes

Doo neuer see, where soules dooalwaiesmourne,

And by the wayling shores to waste my dayes,

Where Phlegelon with quenchles flames doth

burne

;

622

By which iust Minos righteous soules doth seuer

From wicked ones, to liue m blisse for euer.

Me therefore thus the cruell fiends of hell

Girt with long snakes, and thousand yron

chaynes,

Through doome of that their cruell ludge,

compell

With bitter torture and impatient paines,

Cause of my death, and iust complaint to tell.

For thou art he, whom my poore ghost com-
plaines

"

630
To be the author of her ill vnwares,

That careles hear'st my intoUerable cares.

Them therefore as bequeathing to the winde,

I now depart, returning to thee neuer,

And Ic^ue this lamentable plaint beiiinde.

But doo thou haunt the soft downc rolling riuer.

And wilde greene woods, and fruitful pastures

minde.

And let the flitting aire my vaine words seuer.

Tlius hauing said, he heauily departed 630
With piteous eric, thataniewould haue smarted.

Now, when the sloathfuU fit of lifes swcete rest

Had left the heauie Shepheard, wondrous cares

His inly grieucd minde full sore oj)i)rest ;

That balcfull sorrow he no longer beares.

For t hat (Jnats death, wliiih (licply was imprest:

But Ik'M(1s what euer [Hiwer his aged yeans
Him lent, yet Ix-ingsuch. as through tiuir might

He lately slue his dri*adfull foe in fight.

By that s;mic Riuer lurking vnder greene,

Kftsoones he j^iris to fasliidn forth a place, 650
And sfjuaring it iti compassr \nc1I U-seene,

There ploltelh cut a lombc by measured s-^are :

His yron headed spade tho making cleene,

To dig vp sods out of the flowrie grasse.

His worke he shortly to good purpose

brought.

Like as he had conceiu'd it in his thought.

An heape of earth he hoorded vp on hie,

Enclosing it with banks on euerie side,

And thereupon did raise full busily

A little mount, of greene turfls edifide ; 660

And on the top of all, that passers by
Might it behold, the toomb he did prouide

Of smoothest marble stone in order set,

That neuer might his luckie scape forget.

And round about he taught sweete flowres to

growe,

The Rose engrained in pure scarlet die.

The Lilly fresh, and \'iolet belowe,

Tlie Marigolde, and cherefull Rosemarie,

The Spartan Mirtle, whence sweet gumb does

flowe,

The purple Hyacinthc, and fresh Costmarie,

And Saffron sought for in Cilician soyle, 671

And Lawrell th'ornament of Phabus toyle.

Fresh Rhododaphne, and the SahituSiowxQ

Matching the wealth of th'auncient Frankin-

cence.

And jxillid Vuie building his owne bowre,

And \V)\ vet mindfuU of his olde offence,

Red Atfuiranlhus, lucklesse Taramour,

Oxcye still greene, and bitter Patience ;

Nc. wants there jxile Narcisse, that in a well

Seeing his beautie, in loue with it fell : 680

And whatsoeuer other flowrc of worth.

And whatso other hearb of lonely hew
The ioyous Spring out of the ground brings

forth,

To clirath lier silfe in colours fresh and new ;

He planted there, and rrard a mount of earth,

In whose high front w;us writ as doth ensue.

To Ifur, .<:nu:ll Cnuit, in lifii oj his life saurd.

The Shepheard luilh thy dealfis record engraued.

FINIS.
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To the right Honourable, the

Ladie Compto7i and

"Moiintegle,d

'\/TOst Jaire and veriuous Ladie ; Jiauing

•LyJ- ojlen sought opporlunilie by sonie good

nieanes to make knowen to your Ladiship, Oie

hiatible a^ffeclion and failhjull diietie, which

1 liaue al'iVaies professed, and am bound to

heare to thai House, from wlience yee spring,

I haue at length found occasion to remember the

same, by making a simple present to you of these

my idle labours ; which hauing long sithens

composed in the raw conceipt of my youth,

I lately amongst otiier papers lighted vpon, and
was by otfiers, which liked tfie same, inooued to

set them foorlh. Simple is the deuice, and the

composition nieane, yet carrieth some deliglU.

Prosopopoia : or

[Mother Hubbei^ds Tale,

IT was the month, in which the righteous

Muide,

That for disdaine of sinfull worlds vpbraide,

I'icd buck to heauen, whence she was first con-

ceiued,

Into her siluer Ixjwre the Sunnc rcceiued ;

And tl»e hot Syrian Dog on him uwayling,

After the chased Lyons criiL-ll Irayting,

Corrupted had tii'ayre with his noysonie breath,

And |xjwr'd on th'earth plague, pestilence, and
dc-ath.

Ernongst the rest a wicked rruiladie

Kaign'd einongst men, that manie did to die,

I>eprin'(l of sense and ordiiiaric reason ; 1

1

That it to Ix-arhes seemed strange and geason.

My fortune was mongst munie others nxx.',

To l>e partaker of their common woe ;

And my wrake Ixxiie set on lire with gricfe,

Was rob'd of rest, and nalurall reliefe.

In this ill plight, there came to visile nice

Some friends, who sorie my siid case to sec,

IJegan to comfort me in chearfull wise.

And mranes of glacjsojne H«i|.ice to deuisc. 20
lini .< .-iiig kifully sleep refuse to doc
111 . "IIk c, and my feebh- eves forgcx*.

They sought mv trouMi d sense how to deceaue
With talke, that might vn<|ui( t faneies reaue

euen the rallier because of tJie simplicitie and

mcannesse thus personated. The same I beseech

your Ladiship take in good part, as a pledge of

that profession which I haue made to you, and

keepe with you vntill with some otfier more

worthie labour, I do redeeme it out of your hands,

and discharge my vtmost dutie. Till then wish-

ing your Ladiship all increase of honour and

happinesse, I humblie take leaue.

Your La : euer

humbly

;

Ed. Sp.

And sitting all in seatcs about me round,

With pleasant tales (fit for that idh? stound)

They cast in course to waste the wearie howres:

Some tolde of Ladies, and their I'aramoures ;

Some of braue Knights, and their renowned
Squires

;

Some of the Faeries and their strange attires;

And some of (iiaunts hard to be beleeucd, ji

That the delight thereof me much releeued.

Amongst the rest a good old woman was,

Ilighl Mother Ilubherd, who did farre surjxis

The rest in honest mirth, tliat seem'd her well

:

She when her turne was come her tale to tell,

Tolde of a strange atluenture, that Ix'tided

Betwixt the Foxe and th'Ajx; by him mis-

guided ;

Tlie which for that my sense it (jreatly pleased.

All were my spirite heauie antl diseased, 40
lie write in termes, as she the s;une diil say.

So well as I her words rememlH-r may.

No Muses aide me neeiles herettH) to call ;

liase is the style, and matter nu-ane wiihall.

^JWhilome (s;iid she) Ufore the world was

ciuill,

Hie I'oxe and th'A|x' disliking of their eulll

Ami hard estate. «letetmined to sitke

Their fortunes farre abroad, Iveke with his

lyeke:

I'tir lx)th were craft ie and vnhappie wit ted ;

Two fellowes might no where In- In-tter fitted.

The I'oxe, ill. It lirst thisc.iuse«if griefedid liiide.

( i. in lirsl thus ploinc his case wit h \\ onls vnkintle.
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Neighbour Ape, and my Gossip eke beside,

(Both two sure bands in friendship to be tide,)

To whom may I more trustely complaine

The euill pUght, that doth me sore constrainc,

And hope thereof to finde due remedie ?

Heare then my paine and inward agonie.

Thus manie yeares I now haue spent and worne,

In meane regard, and basest fortunes scorne,

Dooing my Countrey seruice as I might, 6i

No lesse I dare saie than the prowdest wight

;

And still I hoped to be vp aduaunced.

For my good parts ; but still it hath mis-

chaunced.

Now therefore that no lenger hope I see,

But froward fortune still to follow mee.

And losels lifted high, where I did looke,

I meane to turne the next leafe of the booke.

Yet ere that anie way I doo betake,

I meane my Gossip priuie first to make. 70

Ah my deare Gossip, (answer'd then the Ape,)

Deeply doo your sad words my wits awhape,
Both for because your griefe doth great

appeare,

And eke because my selfe am touched neare :

For I likewise haue wasted much good time,

Still wayting to preferment vp to clime,

Whilest others alwayes haue before me stept.

And from my beard the fat away haue swept

;

That now vnto despaire I gin to growe.

And meane for better winde about to throwe.

Therefore to me, my trustie friend, aread 81

Thy councell : two is better than one head.

Certes (said he) I meane me to disguize

In some straunge habit, after vncouth wize,

Or like a Pilgrime, or a Lymiter,

Or like a Gipsen, or a luggeler,

And so to wander to the worlds ende,

To seeke my fortune, where I may it mend
For worse than that I haue, I cannot mecte.

Wide is the world I wote and euerie streete 90
Is full of fortunes, and aduentures straunge

Continuallie subiect vnto chaunge.

Say my faire brother now, if this deuice

Doth like you, or may you to like entice.

Surely (said th'Ape) it likes me wondrous well

;

And would ye not poore fellowship expcll.

My selfe would offer you t'accompanie
In this aduentures chaunccfull ieopardie.

For to wexe olde at home in idlcnesse,

Is disaduentrous, and quite fortunelesse : 100
Abroad where change is, good may gotten bee.

The Foxe was glad, and quickly did agree :

So both resolu'd, the morrow next ensuing,
So soone as day appcard to peoples vewing,
On their intended iourncv to procccde

;

And ouer night, whatso theretoo did neede,

Each did prepare, in readincs to bee.

The morrow next, so soone as one might see

Light out of heauens windowes forth to looke,

Both their habiliments vnto them tooke, 110
And put themselues (a Gods name) on their way.
WTienas the Ape beginning well to wey
This hard aduenture, thus began t'aduise

;

Now read Sir Reynold, as ye be right wise,

What course ye weene is best for vs to take,

That for our selues we may a liuing make.
Whether shall we professe some trade or skill ?

Or shall we varie our deuice at will,

Euen as new occasion appeares ?

Or shall we tie our selues for certaine yeares

To anie seruice, or to anie place ? 121

For it behoues ere that into the race

We enter, to resolue first herevpon.

Now surely brother (said the Foxe anon)
Ye haue this matter motioned in season

:

For euerie thing that is begun with reason

Will come by readie meanes vnto his end
;

But things miscounselled must needs miswend.
Thus therefore I aduize vpon the case,

That .lot to anie certaine trade or place, 130

Nor anie man we should our selues applie :

For why should he that is at libertie

Make himsclfe bond ? sith then we are free

borne.

Let vs all seruile base subiection scorne
;

And as we bee sonnes of the world so wide,

Let vs our fathers heritage diuide,

And chalenge to our selues our portions dew
Of all the patrimonie, which a few

Now hold in hugger mugger in their hand.

And all the rest doo rob of good and land. 140

For now a few haue all and all haue nought,

Yet all be brethren ylike dearly bought

:

There is no right in this partition,

Ne was it so by institution

Ordained first, ne by the law of Nature,

But that she gaue like blessing to each creture

As well of worldly liuelode as of life,

That there might be no difference nor strife,

Nor ought cald mine or thine : thrice happie

then

Was the condition of mortall men. 50

That was the golden age of Saiurne old.

But this might better be the world of gold :

For without golde now nothing wilbe got.

Therefore (if please you) this shalbe our plot

We will not be of anie occupation,

Let such vile vassalls borne to base vocation

Drudge in the world, and for their liuing droyle

Wiich haue no wit to Hue withouten toyle.

But we will walkc about the world at pleasure

Like two free men,and make our ease a treasure^
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Free men some beggers call, but they be free,

And they which call them so more beggers bee :

For they doc swinke and sweate to feed the

other,

Who Hue like Lords of that which they doo
gather,

And yet doo neuer thanke them for the same,
But as their due by Nature doo it clame.

Such will we fashion both our selues to bee,

Lords of the world, and so will wander free

VViiere so vs listeth, vncontrol'd of anie :

Hard is our hap, if we (eraongst so manie) 170
Light not on some that may our state amend

;

Sildome but some good commeth ere the end.

Well seemd the Ai'>e to like this ordinaunce :

Yet well considering of the circumstauncc,

As pausing in great doubt awhile he staid,

And afterwards wiih graue aduizemcnt said
;

I cannot my lief brother like but well

The purjKise of the complot which ye tell

:

For well I wot (com[)ar'd to all the rest

Of each degree) that Beggers life is best : 180

And they that thinke themselues the best of all.

Oft-times to begging are content to fall.

But this I wot withall that we shall ronne
Into great daunger like to bee vndonne,
riius wildly to wander in the worlcb eye,

Wiihout irasjKjrt or grx^xl warrantie.

For feare Iciust we like rogues should be
reputed,

And for eare marked beasts abrcxid be bruted :

riierefore I read, that we our counsells call,

How to [jreucnt this mischiefe ere it fall, 190
And how we may witli most sccuritie,
' ;imon;.'st those that Ix-ggcrs d(K) dific.

t well detrc Gossip ye adni/cd hauc,

(Said lluii the Foxc) but I this doubt will sauc :

VoT ere- we fartliir jrasM.-, I will dcuise

A pas[(ort for vs both in lit test wizc,

And by the names of Snildicrs vs prottct
;

riial now is thought a ciuilc Ix'gging sect.

Be- you the Souldier, for yfni likcst are

For manly soinl)l:ince,an(l small skill in warre :

1 will but wa\ le on you, and as occasion 201

Falls (»ut, my stlfe lit for llic s;inie will fas|ii(tti.

Tin- ras|M»rt cndrd. Uitli iIkv forward wrnt.
Tin* AiH.' clad S»uldierlikc, lit for tli'inlint,

In a l)l<w iac ket with a rrossi- «>f rtdd
And manic slits, as if that lit- had slu-dd

Mu(h \>\(kk\ throgh many wounds therein
r( < raiifd,

Willi h had tlif vsr of his right nrnir iK-rranc <1
;

V|H>n his hrad an old .'Notch rap he wnrv,
Willi a plumi- fcatlirr all t«» |>*'«c<s tore : 210
Hi lir«< (hi-s wrrr tnadr after tlir new rut,

Al J'ortu^rsc, loose like an tniptic- gut
;

And his hose broken high aboue the heeling,

And his shooes beaten out with traueling.

But neither sword nor dagger he did beare,

Seemes that no foes reuengement he did feare
;

In stead of them a handsome bat he held,

On which he leaned, as one farre in elde.

Shame light on him, that tlirough so false

illusion.

Doth turne the name of Souldiers to abusion,

And that, which is the noblest mysterie, 221

Brings to reproach and common infamie.

Long they thus trauailed, yet neuer met
Aduenture, which might them a working set

:

Vet manie waies they sought, and manic tryed:

Vet for their purposes none fit cspyed.

At last they chaunst to meete v{X)n the way
A simple husbandman in garments gray ;

Vet though his vest ure were but meane and bace,

A good yeoman he was of honest place, 230
And more for thrift did care than for gay

clothing

:

Gay without good, is good hearts greatest

loathing.

The Foxe him spying, bad the Ape him dight

To play his jxirt, for loe he was in sight.

That (if he er'il not) should them cntrriaine,

And yeeld them timely jirofite for their juine.

Eftsooncs the .A|>e himselfe gan vp to reare,

And on his shoulders high his bat to Ixarc,

As if goo<l seruice he were fit to doo
;

But little thrift for him he did it too : 240
And stoutly forward he his stej« did strainc,

Tliat like a handsome swainc it him became :

When as they nigh approached, that gtKxl man
.Seeing them wander loosly. first beg;ui

T'eiujuire of custome, ^\hat and \n hence they

Were ?

To whom the .\\><.\ 1 am a .*H)uldierc.

That late in w.irres haue sjH.nt my dccrcst

blood,

.\nd in long seruice lost both limbs and gwxl,

And now constrain'd that Irailc to ouergiuc,

I <lriuen am to seckc some mranes to line

:

Which might it you in pitie phase t 'afford,

I would Im.' rtadie lM>th in i\vvi\ and N\ord, 25J
To d(K) you faithfull siruice all mv daves.

'Iliis yron worUl (that sune he weeping siiyes)

Brings dow net host owt est heart stolowcst state:

For mis<-rie doth Ijrauest mindes alxitc.

And nuke them secke for llml they wont to

scorne,

Of fortune atid of lioix: at once forlorne.

'n»e honest man. that lirard him tlius complaine.

Was grieu'd. as he had felt j<»rt of his uiine ;

.And well di-^jwivir him some reliefe to vliowe,

Askt if in husUmdrie he ought did knowe,
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To plough, to plant, to reap, to rake, to sowe,

To hedge,to ditch, to thrash, to thetch,tomovve

;

Or to what labour els he was prepar'd ?

For husbands life is labourous and hard.

Whenas the Ape him hard so much to talke

Of labour, that did from his liking balke,

He would haue slipt the coller handsomly,

And to him said
;
good Sir, full glud am 1, 270

To take what paines may anie liuing wight

:

But my late maymed limbs lack wonted might

To doo their kindly seruices, as needeth :

Scarce this right hand the mouth with diet

feedeth,

So that it may no painfull worke endure,

Ne to strong labour can it selfe enure.

But if that anie other place you haue,

Which askes small paines, but thriftines to saue,

Or care to ouerlooke, or trust to gather.

Ye may me trust as your owne ghostly father.

With that the husbandman gan him auize

That it for him were fittest exercise 282

Cattell to keep, or grounds to oucrsee
;

And asked him, if he could willing bee

To keep his sheep, or to attend his swyne,

Or watch his mares, or take his charge ofkyne?
Gladly (said he) what euer such like paine

Ye put on me, I will the same sustaine :

But gladliest I of your fleecie sheepe

(Might it you please) would take on me the

keep. 290
For ere that vnto armes I me betooke,

Vnto my fathers sheepe I vsde to looke,

That yet the skill thereof 1 liaue not loste :

Thereto right well this Curdog by my coste

(Meaning the Foxe) will serue, my sheepe to

gather,

And driue to follow after their Belwether.

The Husbandman was meanly well content.

Trial I to make of his endeuourment,

And home liim leading, lent to him the charge

Of all his flocke, with libertie full large, 300
Giuing accompt of th'annuall increace

Both of their lambes,and of theirwoolley fleece.

Thus is this Ape become a shepheard swaine

And the false Foxe his dog (God giue them
paine)

For ere the yeare haue halfe his course out-run.

And doo returne from whence he first begun.

They shall him make an ill accompt of thrift.

Now whenas Time Hying with winges swift,

Expired had the terme, that these two iauels

Should render vp a reckning of their trauels

Vnto their master, which it of them sought,

Exceedingly they troubled were in thouglit,

Ne wist what answere vnto him to frame,

Ne how to scape great punishment, or shame,

For their false treason and vile theeuerie.

For not a lambe of all their fiockes supply

Had they to shew : but euer as they bred,

They slue them, and vpon their fleshes fed :

For that disguised Dog lou'd blood to spill,

And drew the wicked Shepheard to his will.

So twixt them both they not a lambkin left,

And when lambes fail'd, the old sheepes lines

they reft; 322
That how t'acquite themselues vnto their Lord,

They were in doubt, and flatly set abord.

The Foxe then counsel'd th'Ape, for to require

Respite till morrow, t'answere his desire :

For times delay new hope of helpe still breeds.

The goodman granted, doubting nought their

deeds, 328
And bad, next day that all should readie be.

But they more subtill meaning had than he :

For the next morrowes meed they closely ment.

For feare of afterclaps for to preuent.

And that same euening,when all shrowded were

In careles sleep, they without care or feare.

Cruelly fell vpon their flock in folde.

And of them slew at pleasure what they wolde :

Of which whenas they feasted had their hll.

For a full complement of all their ill,

They stole away, and tooke their hastie flight,

Carried in clowdes of all-concealing night.

So was the husbandman left to his losse, 341
And they vnto their fortunes change to tosse.

After which sort they wandered long while.

Abusing manie through their cloaked guile
;

That at the last they gan to be descryed

Of euerie one, and all their sleights esj\ved.

So as their begging now them failed quyte
;

For none would giue, but all men would them
wyte

:

Yet would they take no paines to get their

lining,
_ . .

349
But seeke some other way to gaine by giuing,

Much like to begging but much better named

;

For manie beg, which are thereof ashamed.

And now the Foxe had gotten him a gowne,

And th'Apeacassocke sidelong hangingdowne

;

For they their occupation meant to change.

And now in other state abroad to range :

For since their souldiers pas no better spedd,

They forg'd another, as for Clerkcs booke-redd.

Who passing foorlh, as their aduenturcs fell.

Through manie haps, which needs not here to

tell

;

3^
At length chaunst with a formall Priest tc

meete.

Whom tliey in ciuill manner first did grcetc,

And after askt an almcs for Gods deare loue.

The man straight way his choler \p did mouC;
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And with reproachfull tearmes gan them reuile,

For following that trade so base and vile
;

And askt what license, or what Pas they had ?

Ah (said the Ape as sighing wondrous sad)

Its an hard case, when men of good deseruing

Must either driuen be perforce to steruing,

Or asked for their pas by euerie squib, 371
That list at will them to reuile or snib :

And yet (God wote) small oddes I often see

Twixt them that aske,and them that asked bee.

Natheles because you shall not vs misdeeme,

But tliat we are as honest as we seeme,

Yee shall our pasport at your pleasure see,

And then ye will (I hope) well mooued bee.

Which when the Priest beheld, he vew'd it nere,

As if therein some text he studying were, 380
But little els (God wote) could thereof skill

:

For read he could not euidence, nor will,

Ne tell a written word, ne write a letter,

Ne make one title worse, ne make one better

:

Of such deeji learning little had he necde,

Ne yet of Latine, ne of Grceke, that breede

Doubts mongst Diuines,and difference of texts,

From whence arise diuersitie of sects,

And hatefull heresies, of God abhor'd : 3S9

But this good Sir did follow the plaine word^

Ne medled with their controuersies vaine.

All his care was, his seruice well to saine,

And to read liomelies \\x)n holidayes :

When tiiat was done, he might at tend his i)layes;

An easie life, and fit high God to please.

He hauing ouerlookt their pas at case,

Gan at tiie length them to rejjuke againc,

That no grxxl trade of life did enterlaine,

Ikit h/it their time in wandriug loose abroad,

Seeing the world, in wiiich they Uwtlcs boail,

Had wayes enougli for all tliL-rein to line
; 401

Such grace did God vnto his creatures gine.

Said then the Foxe ; who hath the world not

tride.

From the right way full eath may wander wide.

We are but Nouices, new come abrtad,

Wc liauc not yet the tract of anie troud,

Nor on vs taken anie stale of life,

liut rcadie arc of anie to make pnifr.

Therefore might pleuM; you, wliich the world

haue j)rouetI, .\o<j

V's to adui^e, which forth but littly m'nie<l,

Of some g<Kxl course, lli.il wi- might vnderlake ;W shall for euer vs vour bondmen ni.ike.

The Priest ganwexc lialfe proud toln- sopraidc,

And thereby willing to alf(M)rd lluin aide;

It seemes (s;iid he) right well that ye \k Clerks,

Both by yoiir witlie words, and by your werks.

Is not that name enough to make a lining

To him that hath a whil of Natures giuing ?

How manie honest men see ye arize

Da\-lie thereby, and grow to goodly prize ? 42a

To Deanes, to Archdeacons, to Commissaries,

To Lords, to Princi[)alls, to Prebendaries
;

All iolly Prelates, worthie rule to beare.

Who euer them enuie : yet spite bites neare.

Wliy should ye doubt then, but that ye likewise

Might vnto some of those in time arise ?

In the meane time to line in good estate,

Louing that love, and hating those that hate
;

Being some honest Curate, or some Vicker

Content with little in condition sicker. 430
Ah but (said th'Ape) the charge is wondrous

great,

To feed mens soules, and hath an heauie threat.

To feede mens soules (quoth he) is not in man :

For they must feed themselves, doo what
we can.

We are but charg'd to lay the meate before :

Eate they that list, we need to doo no more.

But God it is that ifeedes them witli his grace,

The bread of life powr'd downe from heauenly

place. 43^
Tlierefore said he, that with the budding rod

Did rule the lewes, All shalbe taught of God.

That same hath Icsus Christ now to him raught,

By whom the flock is rightly fed, and taught

:

He is theShepheard, and the Priest is hee ;

We but his shepheard swaines ordain'd to bee.

Tlierefore herewith doo not your selfe dismay ;

Ne is the paines so gri-at, but beare ye may ;

For not so great as it was wont of yore,

It's now a dayes, ne halfe so streight and sore

:

They whilome vsed duly euerie day 449
Their seruice and their holie things to say,

At morne and euen, besides their Anlhemes
sweet c,

Tlieir iK-nie Masses,and their Comjilynesmeete,

Their Diriges, their Trenlal^, and their shrifts,

Their memories, their singings, and their gifts.

Now all those needlesse works are laid away :

Now once a weeke vjxni the SabUith ilay,

It is enough to doo our small deiiotion,

And then to follow any merrie niotion.

Ne are we lyde to fa^t, but when we list,

Ne to wean- garments kiseof wolUn twist,

But with the finest silkes vs to aray, 461

That Ufore God we may ap|>eare more gay,

Kt sembling Aarous gloi ie in his pl.ne :

For farte vnfil it i^, that |Kr^«>n Ixue

Should with vile eloiilhsapprcxicliGcHlsmaiestie,

Whom no vncUannes nuiy appruichen nic

:

Or that all men, which anie master seruc,

Good garments for their seruice should deseruc;

Hut he th.it MTues the Lord of huists niost high,

And tlial in highest place, t'apprv'ach him nigh,
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And all the peoples prayers to present 471

Before his throne, as on ambassage sent

Both too and fro, should not deserue to weare

A garment better, than of wooll or heare.

Beside we may haue lying by our sides

Our louely Lasses, or bright shining Brides :

We be not tyde to wilfull chastitie.

But haue the Gospell of free libertie.

By that he ended had his ghostly sermon.

The Foxe was well induc'd to be a Parson
; 480

And of the Priest eftsoones gan to enquire,

How to a Benefice he might aspire.

Marie there (said the Priest) is arte indeed.

Much good deep learning one thereout may reed,

For that the ground worke is, and end of all,

How to obtaine a Beneficiall.

First therefore, when ye haue in handsome wise

Your selfe attyred, as you can deuise.

Then to some Noble man your selfe applye.

Or other great one in the worldes eye, 490
That hath a zealous disposition

To God, and so to his religion :

There must thou fashion eke a godly zeale.

Such as no carpers may contrayre reueale :

For each thing fained, ought more warie bee.

There thou must walke in sober grauitee.

And seeme as Saintlike as Saint Radegund

:

Fast much, pray oft, looke lowly on the ground.

And vnto euerie one doo curtesie meeke

:

These lookes (nought saying) doo a benefice

seeke, 500

And be thou sure one not to lacke or long.

But if thee list vnto the Court to throng.

And there to hunt after the hoped pray.

Then must thou thee dispose another way :

For there thou needs must learne, to laugh, to

lie.

To face, to forge, to scoffe, to companie,

To crouche, to please, to be a beetle stock

Of thy great Masters will, to scorne, or mock :

So maist thou chaunce mock out a Benefice,

Vnlesse thou canst one coniure by deuice,

Or cast a figure for a Bishoprick : 511

And if one could, it were but a schoole-trick.

These be the wayes, by which without reward
Linings in Court be gotten, though \\x\\ liard.

For nothing there is done without a fee :

Tlie Courtier needes must rccompenced bee

With a Beneuolcnce, or haue in gage

The Primilias of your Parsonage :

Scarse can a Bishoprick forpas them by.

But that it must be gelt in priuilie. 520
Doo not thou therefore seeke a lining there,

But of more priuate persons seeke clswhere.

Whereas thou maist comjiound a better penio,

Ne let thy learning question'd be of anie.

For some good Gentleman that hath the right

Vnto his Church for to present a wight.

Will cope with thee in reasonable wise
;

That if the lining yerely doo arise

To fortie pound, that then his yongest sonne

Shall twentie haue, and twentie thou hast

wonne

:

530
Thou hast it wonne, for it is of franke gift.

And he will care for all the rest to shift

;

Both that the Bishop may admit of thee.

And that therein thou maist maintained bee.

This is the way for one that is vnlern'd

Lining to get, and not to be discern'd.

But they that are great Clerkes, haue nearer

wayes.

For learning sake to lining them to raise :

Yet manie eke of them (God wote) are driucn,

T'accept a Benefice in peeces riuen. 540
How saist thou (friend) haue I not well dis-

courst

Vpon this Common place (though plainc, not

wourst) ?

Better a short tale, than a bad long shrining.

Needes anie more to learne to get a liuing ?

Now sure and by my hallidome (quoth he)

Ye a great master are in your degree :

Great thankes I yeeld you for your discipline,

And doo not doubt, but duly to encline

My wits theretoo, as ye shall shortly heare.

The Priest him wisht good speed, and well to

fare. 550
So parted they, as cithers way them led.

But th'Ape and Foxe ere long so well them sped.
Through the Priests holesome counsell lately

tought.

And throgh their owne faire handling wisely

wroght.

That they a Benefice twixt them obtained ;

And craftie Reynold was a Priest ordained
;

And th'Ape his Parish Clarke procur'd to bee.

Then made they rcuell route and goodly glee.

But ere long time had passed, they so ill

Did order their affaires, that th'euill will 560

Of all their Parishncrs they had constraind
;

Who to the Ordinarie of them complain'd.

How fowlie they their offices abusd'.

And them of crimes and heresies accusd' ;

That Puisiuants he often for them sent

:

But they neglected his commaundement.
So long persisted obstinate and bolde,

Till at the length he published to holde

A Visitation, and them cyted thether : 569

Then was high time their wits about to geather;

Wliat did they then, but made a comix)silion

With their next neighbor Priest for light con-

dition^
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To whom their Huing they resigned quight

For a few pence, and ran away by night.

So passing through the Countrey in disguize,

They fled farre off, wliere none might them
surprize,

And after that long straied here and there.

Through euerie field and forrest farre and nere
;

Yet neuer found occasion for their tourne,

But almost steru'd, did much lament and
mourne. 580

At last they chaunst to meete vpon the way
The Mule, all deckt in goodly rich aray.

With bells and bosses, that full lowdly rung.

And costly trappings, that to ground downe
hung.

Lowly they him saluted in meeke wise,

But he through pride and fatnes gan despise

Their meanesse ; scarce vouchsafte them to

requite.

Whereat the Foxe deep groning in his sprite,

Said, Ah sir Mule, now blessed be the day,

That I see you so g<x)dly and so gay 590
In your attyres, and eke your silken hyde
Fil'd with round flesh, that euerie bone doth

hide.

Seemes that in fruitfull pastures ye doo liue.

Or fortune doth you secret fauour giue.

Foolish Foxe (said the Mule) thy wretched need

Praiselh the tiling tluit doth thy sorrow breed.

For well I weene, thou canst not but cnuie

My wealth, conipar'd to thine owne niiserie,

That art so Icane and meagre waxen late,

That scarse thy legs vphold lliy feeble gate.

Ay me (said then the Foxe) whom euill ha[)

Vnw(;rtliy in such wrelchedms doth wrap,

And makes tiie scorne of otlier beasts to bee :

But read (faire Sir, of grace) from whence come
yce ?

Or what of tidings you abroad doo hcarc ?

Ntwesmay perha|)s somegtHxl vnwccting l)eare.

From royall Court I l.it( ly came (siid he)

Where all tlie brauerie that eye may see,

And all the li;ippinessc that heart desire,

Is to Ix? found ; he nothing can a<lniire, 610
That hath not seene that heauens |)ortracture :

Hut tidings there is none I you :Lssurc,

Sane that which common is, and knownc to all,

That Courtiers sls the tide dfX) rise anil fall.

But tell vs (slid the A|k-) we d(H) vou prav,

Who now inCourt dolhlM-are the greatest sway.
That if such fortune d<H) to vs Uf.ill.

We may serke fauour of the Ih-sI of all.

Marie (sai<l he) the highest now in grace, 6j<)

Itc the wilde Ixasts, that swittrst are in chace ;

For in their s|HTdie loursc an«l nimble flight

The Lyon now doth take the most dt light :

But chienie, ioyes ou foote them vo beholde,

Enchaste with cliaine and circulet of golde :

So wilde a beast so tame ytaught to bee,

-\nd buxome to his bands, is ioy to see.

So well his golden Circlet him beseemeth :

But his late chayne his Liege vnmeete esteemeth;
For so braue beasts she loueth best to see.

In the wilde forrest raunging fresh and free.

Therefore if fortune thee in Court to liue, 631
In case thou euer there wilt hope to thriue.

To some of these thou must thy selfe apply :

Els as a thistle-downe in th'ayre doth flie,

So vainly shalt thou too and fro be tost.

And loose thy labour and thy fruitles cost.

And yet full few, which follow them I see,

For vertues bare regard aduaunced bee,

But either for some gainfull benefit, 639
Or that they may for their owne turnes be fit.

Nath'les perhaps ye things may handle soe.

That ye may better thriue than thousands moe.
But (said the Ape) how shall we first come in,

That after we may fauour seeke to win ?

How els (said he) but with a good bold face,

And with big words, and witli a stately ixice.

That men may ihinke of you in generall.

That to be in you, which is not at all

:

For not bythat which is, the world now decmeth,
(.\s it was wont) but by that same that seemelh.
Ne do I doubt, but that ye well am fashion

Your selues theretoo, according to occasion :

So fare ye well, good Courtiers may ye bee ;

So proudlie neighing from them jxirted hee.

Tiieii gan this cratlie couple to denize,

How for the Court themsdues they might
agnize :

For thither they ihemselucs meant to addresse,

In hojx.* to finde there happier succcsse
;

So well they shiftetl, that the A\K anon
Himselfe had cltKithed like a Cnntleman, 660
Ami the slie Foxe, as like to Ik* his gro«>me,

That to the Court in seemly sort they come.
Where the ftin<l A|H" himselle vprr.iring hy
\ lK)n his tipl(K's, stalkith st.itelv by,

;\s if hi- were some great ^ltl^lnlfi^o,

AikI iMildlic tloth amongst the boldest go.

And his man KeynoUl with lino counter ft s;iunco

.'^iipIH)rts his cretlite an«l his anintenaunce.

Then gan the Courtiers gaze on euerie side,

.\n<l Starr on him, with big lookes Uisen wide,

Wondring what mister wight ho was, and
whence: 671

For he was clad in strange nccoustrctnents,

I'.ishion'd with ipuiiit deiiises neiirr scene

In Court JK-fore, vet there all f.ishions Ikhho .

\vl he them in newfanglcnesse did jxis :

But his JK'hauiour altogether was
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Alia Turchesca, much the more admyr'd,

And his lookes loftie, as if he aspyr'd 678

To dignitie, and sdeign'd the low degree
;

That all which did such strangenesse in him see,

By secrete meanes gan of his state enquire,

And priuily his seruant thereto hire :

V^ho throughly arm'd against such couerture,

Reported vnto all, that he was sure

A noble Gentleman of high regard,

\^^lich through the world had with long trauel

far'd.

And seene the manners of all beasts on ground
;

Now here arriu'd, to see if like he found. 688

Thus did the Ape at jfirst him credit gaine.

Which afterwards he wisely did maintaine

With gallant showe, and daylie more augment
Through his fine feates and Courtly complement;

For he could play, and daunce, and vaute, and
spring.

And all that els pertaines to reueling,

Onely through kindly aptnes of his ioynts.

Besides he could doo manie other poynts,

The which in Court him serued to good stead :

For he mongst Ladies could their fortunes read

Out of their hands, and merie leasings tell.

And iuggle finely, that became him well : 700

But he so light was at legier demaine.

That what he toucht, came not to light againe
;

Yet would he laugh it out, and proudly looke,

And tell them, that they greatly him mistooke.

So would he scoffe them out with mockerie,

For he therein had great felicitie
;

And with sharp quips ioy'd others to deface,

Thinking that their disgracing did him grace:

So whilst that other like vaine wits he pleased.

And made to laugh, his heart was greatly eased.

But the right gentle minde would bite his lip,

To heare the lauell so good men to nip : 712

For though the vulgar yeeld an open eare.

And common Courtiers loue to gybe and flcare

At euerie thing, which they heare spoken ill,

And the best speaches with ill meaning spill

;

Yet the braue Courtier, in whose beauteous
thought

Regard of honour harbours more than ought.

Doth loath such base condition, to backbite

Anies good name for cnuie or despite : 720
He stands on tcarmes of honourable minde,

Ne will be carried with the common winde
Of Courts inconstant mutabililic,

Ne after euerie tattling fable flie
;

But hcares, and sees the follies of the rest,

And thereof gathers for himselfe the best

:

He will not creepe, nor crouche with fained

face.

But walkes vpright with comely stedfast pace,

And vnto all doth yeeld due ciirtesie
; 729

But not with kissed hand belowe the knee.

As that same Apish crue is wont to doo :

For he disdaines himselfe t'embase theretoo.

He hates fowle leasings, and vile flatterie,

Two filthie blots in noble Gentrie ;

And lothefuU idlenes he doth detest,

The canker worme of euerie gentle brest

;

The which co banish with faire exercise

Of knightly feates, he daylie doth deuise :

Now menaging the mouthes of stubborne

steedes, 739
Now practising the proofe of warlike deedes,

Now his bright armes assaying, now his speare.

Now the nigh aymed ring away to beare
;

At other times he casts to sew the chace

Of swift wilde beasts, or runne on foote a race,

T'enlarge his breath (large breath in armes most

needfull)

Or els by wrestling to wex strong and heedful!

Or his stiffe armes to stretch with Eughen bowe.

And manly legs, still passing too and fro.

Without a gowned beast him fast beside
;

A vaine ensample of the Persian pride, 75c

Who after he had wonne t\v Assyrian foe.

Did euer after scorne on foote to goe.

Thus when this Courtly Gentleman with toylf

Himselfe hath wearied, he doth recoyle

Vnto his rest, and there with sweete delight

Of Musicks skill reuiues his toyled spright,

Or els with Loues, and Ladies gentle sports.

The ioy of youth, himselfe he recomforts :

Or lastly, when the bodie list to pause, 759

His minde vnto the Muses he withdrawes ;

Sweete Ladie Muses, Ladies of delight.

Delights of life, and ornaments of light

:

With whom he close confers with wise discourse

Of Naturesworkes, of heauenscontinuall course

Of forreine lands, of people different,

Of kingdomes change, of diuers gouernraent.

Of drcadfuU battailes of renowmed Knights
;

With which he kindleth his ambitious sprights

To like desire and praise of noble fame,

The onely vpshot whereto he doth ayme :

For all his minde on honour fixed is, 771

To which he Icuels all his purposis.

And in his Princes seruice spends his dayes,

Not so much for to gaine, or for to raise

Himselfe to high degree, as for his grace.

And in his liking to winne worthie place
;

Through due deserts and comely carriage.

In whatso jilcase employ his jx-rsonage.

That may be matter mecte to gaine him praise;

For he is fit to vse in all assaycs, 78c

Wliether for Armes and warlike amenaunce.

Or else for wise and ciuill gouernaunce.



MOTHER HVBBERDS TALE. 503

For he is practiz'd well in policie,

And thereto doth his Courting most applie :

[To learne the enterdeale of Princes strange,

ITo marke th'intent of Counsells, and the change
Of states, and eke of priuate men somewhile,

Supplanted by fine falshood and faire guile
;

Of all the which he gathercth, what is fit

T'enrich the storehouse of his powerfull wit,

Wliich through wise speaches, and graue con-

ference 791
He daylie eekes, and brings to excellence.

Such is the rightfull Courtier in his kinde :

But vnto such the Ape lent not his minde ;

Such were for him no fit companions.

Such would descrie his lewd conditions :

But the yong lustie gallants he did chose

To follow, meete to whom he might disclose

His willesse pleasance, and ill pleasing vaine.

A tliousand wayes he them could entcrtaine.

With all the thriftlcs games, that may be found
With mumming and with masking all around,

With dice, withairds, with halliards farre vnfit,

Wi'h shuttelcocks, missccming manlie wit,

'I courtizans, and costly riotize,

rcof still somewhat to his share did rizc :

Nc,them topleasure,would he sometimes scorne

A Pandarcs coate (so basely was he Ixirnc)

;

Thereto he could fine louing verses frame,

And play the Poet oft. liut ah, for shame
Let not sweetc Poets praise, whose onely pride

Is vertue to aduauncc, and vice deride, 812

Be wiili the worke of loscls wit defamed,
Ne let such verses PcKtrie be named :

Yet he the name on him would rashly take,

Maugre the sacred Muses, and it make
A seruant to the vile affection

Of such, as he dejK-nded most \'pon,

And with the sugric swcete thereof allure

(lia^t Ladies cares to fantasies iininire. 820
To such delights the noble wits he led

W'liii h him relieu'd, and their vaine humours
fed

With fruitles follies, and vnsound deliglits.

But if |>erliaj>s into their noble spriglits

I)esire of honor, or braue thought of armes
I)id eucr crcqx!, llien witit his wicked cluirmes
^-

! strong ronceipts he would it driue uway,
iiffer it to house there lialfc a day.

wlunso lone (»f letters did inspire

ir gentle wits, nnd kindlv wise <lesirc, R^^o

I (hieflij- df)tli e;i( h noble minde adornr,

M he woiildsc (ifleat learning, nnd eke sroriic

'ilie Sectaries thereof, as |vople l«isr

Ai'l sinijde men, which neiier came in pUur
• trills affaires, but in darkc corners niewd,

.-.u; irctlof nuitters,n.s their bookcs them shewd.

Ne other knowledge euer did attaine,

But with their gownes their grauitie maintaine.

From them he would his impudent lewde speach

Against Gods holie Ministers oft reach, 8^0
And mocke Diuines and their profession :

What else then did he by progression.

But mocke high God himselfe, whom they pro-

fesse ?

But wliat car'd he for God, or godlinesse ?

All his care was himselfe how to aduaunce.

And to \i)hold his courtly countcnaunce
By all the cunning mcanes he could deuise

;

Were it by honest wayes, or otherwise.

He made small choyce : yet sure his honest ie

Got him small gaines, but shamelcs flattcrie,

And filthie brocage, and vnseemly shifts, 851

And borowe base, and some good Ladies gifts :

But the best hel[^, which chiefly him sustain'd.

Was hisman Raynoldspurchase which he guin'd.

For he was school'd by kinde in all the skill

Of close conueyance, and each practise ill

Of coosinage and cleanly knauerie.

Which oft maintain'd his masters braueric.

Ik'sides he vsde another slipprie slight.

In taking on himselfe in common sight,, 860
False |x;rsonages, fit for cuerie sted,

With which he thous;inds cleanly coosincd :

Now like a Merchant, Merchants to deccaue,

With whom his credite he did often Uaue
bi gage, for his gay Masters hojxlesse dett

:

Now like a l^iwver, when he land would Ictt,

Or sell fee-simples in his Masters name,
Which he had neuer, nor ought like the same :

Then would he Ik." a Broker, and draw in 8f>9

I5otli wares and money, by exchange to win :

Then woulil he seeme a Farmer, that would sell

Rirgaines of woods, which he did lately fell,

Or come, or cattle, or such other ware,

Tliereby to c(Kisin nun lutt well aware ;

Of all the which there came a secret fee

To th';\|H'. that lie his countenaunce might Ke.
Ik'sides all ihi^. he vsd* oft to Uguile

P(x)re suter^, that in Court did luuuit s«ine

while

:

For he wotild learne their businis secretly,

;\nd tlien infornie his Master Imstely, 880

'Iliat he by mcanes might r.ist ihemtoprcticnt,

.And Ing the sute, the which the other ment.

Or otherwise false KevnoM woultl abuse

n»e simple Suter, and wish hin» to chusc

Mis Master, U-ing one of great rig;»rd

In Court, to coni|>;i>« anie sute not hard.

In r.isc his jmines were recon)|>rnst with reason:

.S«) would he workc the silly man by treav-n

To buy his Masters friuolous gorxl will,

'Hmt ha«l Jtot power to d<»o him g«»<»<l or ill.
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So pitiful! a thing is Suters state. 891
^lost miserable man, whom wicked fate

Hath brought to Court, to sue for had ywist,

That few haue found, and manie one hath mist;

Full little knovvest thou that hast not tride,

What hell it is, in suing long to bide :

To loose good dayes, that might be better spent

;

To wast long nights in pensiue discontent

;

To speed to day, to be put back to morrow ;

To feed on hope, to pine with feare and sorrow
;

To haue thy Princes grace, yet want her Peeres;

To haue thy asking, yet waite manie yeeres
;

To fret thy soule with crosses and with cares
;

To eate thy heart through comfortlesse dispaires

;

To fawne, to crowche, to waite, to ride, to

ronne,

To spend, to giue, to want, to be vndonne.
Vnhappie wight, borne to desastrous end.

That doth his life in so long tendance spend.

Who euer leaues sweete home, where meane
estate

In safe assurance, without strife or hate, 910
Findes all things needfuU for contentment
meeke

;

And will to Court for shadowes vaine to seeke.

Or hope to gaine, himselfe will a daw trie :

That curse God send vnto mine enemie.

For none but such as this bold Ape vnblest,

Can euer thriue in that vnluckie quest

;

Or such as hath a Reynold to his man.
That by his shifts his Master furnish can.

But yet this Foxe could not so closely hide

His craftie feates, but that they were descride

At length, by such as sate in iustice seate, 921
Who for the same him fovvlie did entreate

;

And hauing worthily him punished,

Out of the Court for euer banished.

And now the Ape wanting his huckster man.
That wont prouide his necessaries, gan
To growe into great lackc, ne could vi)holde

His countenaunce in those his garments oldc :

Ne new ones could he easily prouide,

Thougli all men him vncased gan deride, 930
Like as a Pui)[)it placed in a play.

Whose part once [)ast all men bid take away :

So that he driuen was to great distresse,

And shortly brought to hopelessc wretchednesse.
Tlien closely as he might, he cast to leaue

The Court, not asking any passe or leaue
;

But ran away in his rent rags by night,

Ne euer stayd in j^lace, ne spake to wight,
Till that tlie Foxe his copesmate he had found,

To whome complayning his vnliappy stound,

At last againe witli him in trauell ioynd, 941
And with him far'd some better chaunce to

fynde.

So in the world long time they wandered,
And mickle want and hardnesse suffered

;

That them repented much so foolishly

To come so farre to seeke for misery,

And leaue the sweetncs of contented home,
Though eating hipps, and drinking watry fom(

Thus as they them complayned too and fro.

Whilst through the forest rechlesse they did gcx

Lo where they spide, how in a gloomy glade,

The Lyon sleeping lay in secret shade, 95
His Crowne and Scepter lying him beside.

And hauing doft for heate his dreadfull hide

Which when they sawe, the Ape was soi

afrayde.

And would haue fled with terror all dismaydi

But him the Foxe with hardy words did stay

And bad him put all cowardize away :

For now was time (if euer they would hope)

To ayme their counsels to the fairest scope.

And them for euer highly to aduaunce, 96
In case the good wliich their owne happi

chaunce

Them freely offred, they would wisely take.

Scarse could the Ape yet speake,sodidhe quak<

Yet as he could, he askt how good might gro\v<

Where nought but dread and death do secme i

show.

Now (sayd he) whiles the Lyon sleepeth sounc

May we his Crowne and Mace take from th

ground.

And eke his skinne the terror of the wood,
Wherewith we may our selues (if we think

good) 97
Make Kings of Beasts, and Lords of forests al

Subicct vnto that powre imperiall.

Ah but (sayd the Ape) who is so bold a wretcl

That dare his hardy hand to those outstretch

When as he knowes his meede, if he be spide

To be a thousand dcathcs, and shame beside

Fond Ape (sayd then the Foxe) into whose bres

Neuer crept thought of honor, nor braue gesi

Who will not venture life a King to be,

And rather rule and raigne in soueraign see,

Than dwell in dust inglorious and bace, 98
Where none shall name the number of his place

One ioyous houre in blisfuU hapi)ines,

I :hose before a life of wretchednes.

Be therefore counselled herein by me.
And shake off this vile harted cowardrce.

If he awake, yet is not death the next,

For we may coulor it with some pretext

Of this, or ihat, that niay excuse the cryme

:

Else we may five ; thou to a tree mayst cl)nu

And I creepe vnder ground ; both from hi

reach

:

99
Therefore be rul'd to doo as I doo teach.
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The Ape, that earst did nought but chill and
quake,

Now gan some courage vnto him to take,

And was content to attempt that enterprise,

Tickled with glorie and rash couctise.

But first gan question, whether should assay

Those royal 1 ornaments to steale away ?

Marie that shall your selfe (quoth he theretoo)

For ye be fine and nimble it to doo
;

1000

Of all the beasts which in the forrests bee.

Is not a fitter for this turne than yee :

Therefore, mine owne deare brother take good
hart.

And euer thinke a Kingdome is your part.

Loath was the Ape, though |)raised, to aduentcr,

Yet faintly gan into his worke to enter,

Afraid of euerie leafe, that stir'd him by.

And euerie stick, that vnderncath did ly
;

V[K)n his tiptoes nicely he vp went, 1009
For making noyse, and still his eare he lent

To euerie sound, that vnder heauen blew,

Now went, now stept, now crept, now back-

ward drew.

That it good sport had been him to haue eyde :

Yet at tiie last (so well he him applyde.)

Through his fine handling, and cleanly play.

He all those royall signcs had stoliie away,
And with the Foxes hel[)e them borne aside,

Into a secret corner vncspide. 1018
Whither whenas they came, they fell at words,
Whether of them should be the Lord of Lords :

For th'AjXi was stryfuU, and ambicious
;

AikI the Foxe guilcfull, and most couetous.

That neither phased was, to haue the rayne
Tvvixt thiin diuided into eucn twainc,

But either (algates) would be Lords alone :

For Loue and Lonlship bide no ])ar.ig(>ne.

I am nu»st worthie (said the A])!-) silh I

For it did put my life in iefUKirdic

:

1028
Thereto I am in i)erson, and in stature

Most like a man, the Lord of euerie creature,

So ti\at it secmeth I was made to raigne,

And Ixjrtie to Ik* a Kingly soueraigne.

Nay (said the Foxe) Sir Ajtc you are astray :

For though to steale the 1 )iademc away
Were the worke of ydur iiiml)le hand, yet I

I)id (irst deuise the plot by |><illi(ie ;

So that it wholly springeth from my wit :

Ff)r which also 1 claime my selfe more (it

Than you, to rule : for gouernment (»f state

Will witluKit wiscdomc s(kiiic Ik* ruinate.

And where ye claime your selfe for outward
sliaiK; 1041

Most like a man, Man is nf)t like atj A]*
In liis (hicfe parts, that is, in wit and s|>iritc :

But 1 therein nu>st like to him doo merite

For my she wyles and subtill craftinesse,

The title of the Kingdome to jxissesse.

Nath'les (my brother) since we passed are

Vnto this point, we will appease our iarre,

And I with reason mecte will rest content,

That ye shall haue both crowne and gouern-

ment, 1050
Vpon condition, that ye ruled bee
In all affaires, and counselled by mee

;

And that ye let none other euer drawe
Your minde from me, but keepe this as a lawe

:

And herevpon an oath vnto me plight.

The Ape was glad to end the strife so light.

And thereto swore : for who would not oft

sweare,

And oft vnsweare, a Diademe to beare ?

Then freely vp those royall spoyles he tooke,

Yet at the Lyons skin he inly quooke ; 1060
But it dissembled, and v|X)n his head
The Crowne, and on his backe the skin he did,

And the false Foxe him helped to array.

Then when he was all dight he tooke his way
Into the forest, that he might be scene

Of the wilde beasts in his new glory sheene.

There the two first, whome he encountrcd, were
The Sheepe and th'Asse, who striken both with

feare

At sight of him, gan fast away to five,

liut vnto them the Foxe alowd did cry, 1070
And in the Kings-name bad them both to stay,

\'l)on the jxiyne that thereof follow may.
Hardly naythles were they restrayned so,

Till that the Foxe forth toward tliem did goe,

And there disswatlctl them from needUssc feare,

For that the King did fauour to them iK-are ;

Antl therefore driadU s Kid them eome to forte:

For no wilil l)easts should do tlum any torte

There or abrcuiti. nc would his maiestyc 1079
Vse them but well, with gracious clemencyc,

As whome he knew to him lM)th fast and true
;

So he ix-rswaded them, with honuige eliie

lliemselues to humble to the .\\m.' prostrate,

\\ ho gently to them Uiwing in liis gate,

Keeeyued them with diearefull entertayne.

Tlu'nceforthpr(Heeding\sithhisprincel\ tta)ne,

He shortly nut the T>gre, and the Itore,

Which with the simple Cainell rageel sore

In bitter words, seeking to take tH'i'iision,

\'\*m his fleshly cor|>se to make inuasion

:

But sfx»ne as they this mmk-King diii csnv,

'Ilieir troubloiis strife they stinte<l by anil W,
'Iliinking in«leed that it tlie Lyon was : io<)3

He then to prone, wlicther his |Hiwre would |ttis

.\s currant, sent the I'oxe to tluin streiglil way,
('ommaunding them their cause of strife bc-

wruy

;
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And if that wrong on eyther side there were,

That he should warne the wronger to appeare

The morrow next at Court, it to defend ;

In the meane time vpon the King t'attend.

The subtile Foxe so well his message sayd,

That the proud beasts him readily obayd :

Whereby the Ape in wondrous stomack woxe,

Strongly encorag'd by the crafty Foxe
;

That King indeed himselfe he shortly thought,

And all the Beasts him feared as they ought

:

And followed vnto his palaice hye,

Where taking Conge, each one by and by
Departed to his home in dreadfuU awe, 1109

Full of the feared sight, which late they sawe.

The Ape thus seized of the Regall throne,

Eftsones by counsell of the Foxe alone,

Gan to prouide for all things in assurance,

That so his rule might lenger haue endurance.

First to his Gate he pointed a strong gard.

That none might enter but with issue hard

:

Then for the safegard of his personage,

He did appoint a warlike equipage 11 18

Of forreine beasts, not in the forest bred.

But part by land, and part by water fed
;

For tyrannie is with strange ayde supported.

Then vnto him all monstrous beasts resorted

Bred of two kindes, as Griffons, Minotaurcs,

Crocodiles, Dragons, Beauers, and Centaures :

With those himselfe he strengthned mightelie,

That feare he neede no force of enemie.

Then gan he rule and tyrannize at will.

Like as the Foxe did guide his gracelcs skill.

And all wylde beasts made vassals of his

pleasures,

And with their spoyles enlarg'd his priuate

treasures. 11 30

No care of iustice, nor no rule of reason,

No temperance, nor no regard of season

Did thenceforth euer enter in his minde,

But crueltie, the signe of currish kinde.

And sdeignfuU pride, and wilful! arrogaunce
;

Such followes those whom fortune doth ad-

uaunce.

But the false Foxe most kindly plaid his part

:

For whatsoeuer mother wit, or arte

Could worke, he put in proofe : no practise slie,

No counterpoint of cunning policic, 1140
No reach, no breach, that might him profit

bring,

But he the same did to his purpose wring.

Nought suffered he the Ape to giuc or graunt.

But through his hand must passe the Fiaunt.

All offices, all leases by him Itpt,

And of them all whatso he liktc, he kept.

Justice he solde iniustice for to buy.
And for to purchase for his progeny.

Ill might it prosper, that ill gotten was,

But so he got it, little did he pas. 1150
He fed his cubs with fat of all the soyle,

And with the sweete of others sweating toyle,

He crammed them with crumbs of Benefices,

And fild their mouthes with meeds of maleficeSj

He cloathed them with all colours saue white.

And loded them with lordships and with might.

So much as they were able well to beare.

That with the weight their backs nigh broker

were

;

He chaffred Chayres in which Churchmen wen
set.

And breach of lawes to priuie ferme did let

;

No statute so established might bee, 1161

Nor ordinaunce so needfull, but that hee

Would violate, though not with violence.

Yet vnder colour of the confidence

The which the Ape repos'd in him alone,

And reckned him the kingdomes corner stone

And euer when he ought would bring to pas,

His long experience the platforme was

:

And when he ought not pleasing would put by
The cloke was care of thrift, and husbandry,

For to encrease the common treasures store
;

But his owne treasure he encreased more
And lifted vp his loftie towres thereby.

That they began to threat the neighbour sky

The whiles the Princes pallaces fell fast

To ruine : (for what thing can euer last ?)

And whilest the other Peeres for pouertie

Were forst their auncient houses to let lie.

And their olde Castles to the ground to fall.

Which their forefathers famous ouer all ii8<

Had founded for the Kingdomes ornament.

And for their memories long moniment.
But he no count made of Nobilitie,

Nor the wilde beasts whom armes did glorifie

The Realmes chiefe strength and girlond of th

crowne.

All these through faincd crimes he thrust adowne
Or made them dwell in darknes of disgrace

:

For none, but whom he list might come in place

Of men of armes he had but small regard.

But kept them lowe, and streigned verie hard

For men of learning little he esteemed ; 119

His wisedome he aboue their learning deemed
As for the rascall Commons least he cared ;

For not so common was his bountie shared ;

Let God (said he) if please, care for the manie

I for my selfe must care before els anie

:

So did he good to none, to manie ill.

So did he all the kingdome rob and |)ill,

Yet none durst speake, ne none durst of hin

plaine
;

So great hewas in grace,and rich throughgaine



MOTHER HVBBERDS TALE. 507

Ne would he anie let to haue accesse 1201

^^nto the Prince, but by his owne addresse

:

For all that els did come, were sure to faile.

Yet would he further none but tor auaile.

For on a time the Sheepe, to whom of yore

rhe Foxe had promised of friendship store,

kVhat time the A|)e the kingdome first did gaine,

!^me to the Court, her case there to complaine,
[low that the Wolfe her mortall enemie
Had sithence slaine her Lambe most cruellie

;

\nd therefore crau'd to come vnto the King,
To let him knowe the order of the thing.

5oft Gooddic Sheepe (then said the Foxe) not soe:

V^nto the King so rash ye may not goe,

He is with greater matter busied, 12 15
rhan a Lambe, or the Lambes owne mothers hed.
Me certes may I take it well in part,

rhat ye my cousin Wolfe so fowly thwart,

\nd seeke with blaunder his good name to blot

:

For there was cause, els doo it he would not.

rherefore surcciise good Dame ,andhencede[)art.

5o went the SheejK' away with heauic hart.

5o manie moe, so euerie one was v^ed,

rhat to giue largely to the boxe refused.

Mow when high loiie, in whose almightie hand
rhe care of Kings, and |X)wer of Emj^irts stand,

sitting one day within his turret live,

From whence he vewes with his blackliddcd eye,

fVliatso the lieaucn in his wi<ie vawte containes,

Vnd all that in the decjx.-st earth reinaines.

The trcAiJjkfl kingdome of wilde Ix'asls bclieldc,

fVh(jm n(;t their kindly Souercigne tiid welde,

Jut an vsurpiiig Ajx.' with guile suborn'd,
^ad all subuerst, he sdcignfully it scoru'd

!n his great heart, and hardly did refrainc,

[Jut that with tliiuider bolts he had liiin slaine,

Vnd driuen downe to iiell. his (kwesl meed :

.iut him auiziiig, lie that drcadfull deid
/(jrbore, and rallur chose with scornful! slianu-

lim to auenge, and l)lot his brutish n;imc

\t'n[(> the world, that ni-ucr after anii- 1241

ihould of his race be voyii of infamie :

\iid his false counsellor, the cause of all,

il'o dainnc to death, or dole |)er|Htuall,

<*'rom whence he neuer shoul(l1>e (juit , nor stal'd.

'Forthwith lie Mrrcurir vnto him ral'd,

\iid bad him Hie with iit-ucr resting s|)ce<l

Vnli) the forrcsl, where wilde l)easts <|oo breed,

\iid tlirre en<niiring priiiily, to learjie, 1249
»\'li;il did of late diauiice to the I.yon stearnc,

riiat he rul'd not the Kmpire, its he ought ;

\nd whence were ull those pLiints vnto him
brought

Df wrongs and sjwylcs, by s;iluage Ixitsts coin-

milled
;

VVhi( h tlone, lie IkuI the Lyon Xx rciuiltcd

Into his seate, and those same treachours vile

Be punished for their presumptuous guile.

The Sonne of Maia soone as he receiu'd

That word, strcight with his azure wings he
cleau'd 1258

The liquid clowdes, and lucid firmament

;

Ne staid, till that he came with steep descent
Vnto the place, where his prescript did showe.
There stouping like an arrowe from a bowe,
lie soft arriued on the grassie plaine,

And fairly paced forth with easie'[xiine.

Till that vnto the Pallace nigh he came.
Then gan he to himselfe new shaj^e to frame,
And that faire face, and that Ambrosiall hew,
Which wonts to deckethe Gods immortallcrew,
And beautefie the shinie firmament, 1269
He doft, vnfit for that rude rabblement.

So standing by the gates in strange disguize.

He gan enquire of some in secret wize.

Both of the King, and of hi: gouernment.
And of the Foxe, and his false blandishment

:

And euermore he heard each one complaine

Of foule abuses both in realme and raine.

Which yet to proue more true, he meant to see,

And an ey-witnes of each thing to bee.

Tho on his head his drcadfull hat he dighf.

Which maketh him inuisil)le in sight, 1280

And niocketh th'eves of all the Unikers on.

Making them thinke it but a vision.

Through iKJwer of that, he ruimes through
enemies swerds

;

Tlirough power of that, he passcth through the

herds

Of rauenous wilde beasts, and doth beguile

Their grecdie mouthes of the cxjx'cted s[xn le ;

Through jKJwer of that, his cunning theeueries

lie wonts to worke. that none the same espiis
;

•And through the jKiwer of that, he pulleth on
What sha|>e he list in apjKirilion. 1290

That on his hea«l he wore, and in his hand
He tooke CtiJiurtis his snakie wand,
W ith which the dunuied ghosts he goucrneth,

And furies rules, and Tartare tem|)ereth.

With that he rausilh sleep to seize the eyes,

•And fe.ire the hatts of all his enemyes ;

And when him list, an vniuers;ill night

'Hirotighoul the worUl he makes on euerie

wight
; 1298

.As when his .Syrc with Alcuwrhij lay.

Thus (light, itito the Court he tinike his wav,
Bothlhro\»ghthegar<l.wliichneuerdidtlescnde,

And through the watchmen ,whohin> neuer spiile:

TluMuelorth he |¥isi into each secrete jitirt,

WhereaH he siw. that sorely grieuM his hart,

\'\i\c\\ jil.ue alHiunding with fow !e iniunes,

And hid with lre;isure rackl with ii>blH:ric9:
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Each place defilde with blood of giiiltles beasts,

Which had been slaine, to serue the Apes
beheasts ;

Gluttonie, malice, pride, and couetize,

And lawlesnes raigning with riotize
; 1310

Besides the infinite extortions,

Done through the Foxes great oppressions.

That the complaints thereof could not be tolde.

Which when he did with lothfuU eyes beholde,

He would no more endure, but came his way,

And cast to seeke the Lion, where he may,
That he might worke the auengement for this

shame,

On those two caytiues, which had bred him
blame.

And seeking all the forrest busily, 1319

At last he found, where sleeping he did ly:

The wicked weed, which there the Foxe did lay.

From vnderneath his head he tooke away.

And then him waking, forced vp to rize.

The Lion looking vp gan him auize.

As one late in a traunce, what had of long

Become of him : for fantasie is strong.

Arise (said Mercurie) thou sluggish beast.

That here liest senseles,like the corpse deceast,

Thewhilste thykingdome from thy head is rent.

And thy throne royall with dishonour blent:

Arise, and doo thy selfe redeeme from shame,

And be aueng'd on those that breed thy blame.

Thereat enraged, soone he gan vpstart.

Grinding his teeth, and grating his great hart.

And rouzing vp himselfe, for his rough hide

He gan to reach ; but no where it espide.

Therewith he gan full terribly to rore.

And chafte at that indignitie right sore.

But when his Crowne and scepter both he

wanted.

Lord how he fum'd, and sweld, and rag'd, and
panted

;

1340
And threatned death, and thousand deadly

dolours

To them that had purloyn'd his Princely

honours.

With that in hast, disroabed as he was.

He toward his owne Pal lace forth did pas
;

And all the way he roared as he went.
That all the forrest with astonishment

Thereof did tremble, and the beasts therein

Fled fast away from that so dreadfull din.

At last he came vnto his mansion, 13^

Where all the gates he found fast lockt anon
And manie warders round about them stood

With that he roar'd alowd, as he were wood.
That all the Pallace quaked at the stound,

As if it quite were riucn from the ground,

j

And all within were dead and hartles left

;

And th'Ape himselfe, as one whose wits wei

reft,

Fled here and there, and euerie corner sough
To hide himselfe from his owne feared though
But the false Foxe when he the Lion heard,

Fled closely forth, streightway of death afean

And to the Lion came, full lowly creeping, 13^

Withfained face, and watrie eynehalfeweepini

T'excuse his former treason and abusion.

And turning all vnto the Apes confusion :

Nath'les the royall Beast forbore beleeuing.

But bad him stay at ease till further preeuin:

Then when he saw no entrance to him graunte<

Roaring yet lowder that all harts it daunted.

Vpon those gates with force he fiercely flewe.

And rending them in pieces, felly slewe 13";

Those warders strange, and all that els he me
But th'Ape still flying, he no where might gel

From rowme to rowme, from beame to bean
he fled

All breathles, and for feare now almost ded :

Yet him at last the Lyon spide, and caught,

And forth with shame vnto his iudgemei

brought.

Then all the beasts he causd' assembled bee.

To heare their doome, and sad ensample see

The Foxe, first Author of that treacherie,

He did vncase, and then away let flie. 13^

But th'Apes long taile (which then he had) 1

quight

Cut off, and both eares pared of their hight

;

Since which, all Apes but halfe their eares hai

left.

And of their tailes are vtterlie bereft.

So Mother Hubbod her discourse did end ;

Which pardon mc, if I amisse haue pend
;

For weake was my remembrance it to hold,

And bad her tongue that it so bluntly tolde.

FINIS.
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%uines of %07Jte : by Bellay,

^E heauenly spirites, whose ashie cinders lie

I Vnder deep ruines, with huge walls opprest

,

But not your praise, the which shall neuer die

Through your faire verses, ne in ashes rest

;

If so be shrilling voyce of wight aliue

yiay reach from hence to depth of darkest hell,

Then let those deep Abysses open riue,

That ye may vnderstand my shreiking yell.

Thrice hauing scene vnder the heauens veale

ifour toombs denoted compasse ouer all, 10

riirice vnto you with lowd voyce I aj^peale,

\.nd for your antique furie here doo call,

The whiles that I with sacred horror sing

Your glorie, fairest of all earthly thing.

2

Great Babylon her haughtie walls will praise,

\nd sharped steeples high shot vp in ayre
;

'rreece will the olde Ephesian buildings blaze
;

\nd Nylus nurslings their Pyramides faire
;

The same yet vaunting Greece will tell the

storie

Df loues great inage in Olympus placed, 20

Mausolus worke will be the Cariaus glorie,

\u<l Crete will boast the Labyrinth, now raced

;

Tiie anticjue Rhodian will likewise set forth

riie great Colosse, erect to Meniorie
;

And wiuit els in the world is of like worth,

Some greater learned wit will niagnilie.

liut I will sing aboue all moniiuents

ScwQW Roniane Ilils, the worlds 7. wonder-

ments.

Thou stranger, which for Rotnc in Rcnne licre

seckest,

And nought of Rome in /v(;m^r jK'rcciu'st ut all,

These same oldc walls, olde arches, which thou

scfst, 31

Olde l';daces, is that whii h Rome men call,

lieh'jld what wrcake, wluil ruine, and what

wast.

And how that she, which with her mighlic

Xam'd all the world, hath tam'd herscUe at lasl,

The pray of lime, whichall things dolhdcuowrc.

Rome now of Rome is th'onely funirall,

Ami oncly Rome of Rome h.illi viclorie ;

Ne ought sane Tybcr hasining t<j liis fall

Kcmaincs of all : <) worlds in* onstaniic. 40
Thai whi( h i^ lirme d<>th tlit and fallawny,

And lltal i.s Hilling, dulh abide and stay.

She, whose high topaboue the starres did sore,

One foote on Thetis, th'other on the Morning,
One hand on Scylhia, th'other on the More,
Both heauen and earth in roundnesse com-

passing,

lone fearing, least if she should greatergrowe,
The old Giants should once againe vprise.

Her whelm'd with liills, these 7. hils, which be
nowe

Tombes of her greatnes, which did threate the

skies 50
Vpon her head he heapt Mount Saturtial,

Vpon her bellie th'antique Palatine,

Vpon her stomacke laid Mount Quiriual,

On her left hand the noysome Esquiliue,

And Ciclian on the right ; but both her feete

Mount Vimitiall and Aventine doo meete.

5
Wlio lists to sec, what euer nature, arte.

And heauen could do<}, OAV;w,thee let hin\sce,

In case thy greatnes he can gesse in harte.

By that which but the jMcture is of thee. (o
Rome is no more : but if the shade of Rome

May of the bodie yceld a seeming sight.

It's like a corse drawne forth out of the tombe
By Magicke skill out of eternall night

:

• The corjH-'s of Rome in ashes is entombed,
And her great spirite reioyned to the spirile

(Jf this great nuissc, is in the same enwcinlKd
;

But her brauewritings,whichher famous meritc

In spight of time, out of the dust doth reare,

Doo make her Idolc through the world

apiK-are. 70
6

Such as the Berecytithiati Goddcssc bright

In her swift duirrcl with lugh turrets crownde,

Proud that so manic Gixls she brought to light

;

Such was this Gilie in her ginxi daics fownd ;

This Citie, more ih.ui that greal Rhrygian
njotlur

Kenowm'd for fruite of famous progenie,

Whose great nes by ihc great nis ol none otiur,

Bui by lur selfe Iht i«|uaU nuitch coulil sec :

Rome <»nely niighl to Rome com|>iired bcv,

And onely Rome could make t;rcttl Rome to

tremble

:

80
So did the Gods by hcauciily duuiuc decree,

Hiut ullu-r earthlic |>owi'r should not resemble

Ilcr ihal did m.itch the whole catths puts*

siiunce,

Anddid her courage to tbchcuucmaduuuncc.
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Ye sacred mines, and ye tragick sights,

\Vhich onely doo the name of Konie retaine,

Olde moniments, which of so famous sprights

The honour yet in ashes doo maintaine :

Triumphant Arcks, spyres neighbours to the

skie,

That you to see doth th'heauen it selfe appall,

Alas, by little ye to nothing flie, 91

The peoples fable, and the spoyle of all

:

And though your frames do for a time make
warre

Gainst time, yet time in time shall ruinate

Your workes and names, and your last reliques

marre.

My sad desires, rest therefore moderate :

For if that time make ende of tilings so sure.

It als will end the paine, which I endure.

8

Through amies and vassals Rome the world
subdu'd,

That one would weene, that one sole Cities

strength 100

Both land and sea in roundnes had suruew'd,

To be the measure of her bredth and length :

This peoples vertue yet so fruitfull was
Of vertuous nephewes, that posteritie

Striuing in power their grandfathers to passe.

The lowest earth ioin'd to the heauen hie
;

To th'end that hauing all parts in their power,
Nought from the Romane Empire might be

quight.

And that though time doth Commonwealths
deuowre, 109

Yet no time should so low embase their hight.

That her head earth'din her foundationsdeep.
Should not her name and endles honour keep.

9
Ye cruell starres, and eke ye Gods vnkinde,

Heauen enuious, and bitter stepdame Nature,

Be it by fortune, or by course of kinde

That ye doo weld th'affaires of ear thlie creature;

Why haue your hands long sithence traucilcd

To frame this world, that doth endure so long ?

Or why were not these Romane palaces 119

Made of some matter nolessc firme and strong?

I say not, as the common voyce doth say.

That all things which beneath the Moone haue
being

Are temporall, and subject to decay :

But I say rather, though not all agreeing

With some, that weene the contrarie in

thought
;

That all this whole shall one day come to

nought.

As that braue sonne of Aeson, which bj

charmes
x\tcheiu'd the golden Fleece in Colchid land,

Out of the earth engendred men of armes
Of Dragons teeth, sowne in the sacred sand

;

So this braue Towne, that in her youthlii

daies 13
An Hydra was of warriours glorious,

Did fill with her renowmed nourslings praise

The firie sunnes both one and other hous :

But they at last, there being then not liuinj

An Hercules, so ranke seed to represse
;

Emongst themselues with cruell furie striuing

Mow'd downe themselues with slaughter mcrci

lesse
;

Renewing in themselues that rage vnkindej

Wliich whilom did those earthborn brethrei

blinde. 14

II

Mars shaming to haue giuen so great head
To his off-spring, that mortall puissaunce

Puft \\) with pride of Romane hardie head,

Seem'd aboue heauens powre it selfe to ac

uaunce

;

Cooling againe his former kindled heate,

With which he had those Romane spirits fild

Did blowe new lire, and with enflamed breatl

Into the Gothicke colde hot rage instil'd :

Then gan that Nation, th' earths new Gian

brood.

To dart abroad the thunder bolts of warrc.

And beating downe these walls with furioi

mood 15

Into her mothers bosome, all did marre ;

To th'end that none, all were it loue his sii

Should boast himselfe of the Romane Empin

12

Like as whilome the children of the earth

Heapt hils on hils, to scale the starrie skie,

And fight against the Gods of heauenly bertl

VMiiles loue at them his thunderbolts let flie

All suddenly with lightning ouerthrowne,

The furious squadrons downe to ground di

fall, 16

That th'earth vnder her childrens weight di

gronc,

And th'heauens in glorie triumpht ouer all

:

So did that haiightie front which heaped wa

On these scuen Romane hils, it selfe vpreare

Ouer the world, and lift her loftie face

Against the heauen, that gan her force t

feare.

But now these scorned fields Ix^mone her fal

And Gods secure fcare not her force at all.
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Nor the swift furie of the flames aspiring,

"^Jor the deep wounds of victours raging blade,

*^or ruthlesse spoyie of souldiers blood-desiring,

rhe which so oft thee (Rome) their conquest

made

;

172

Ne stroke on stroke of fortune variable,

^e rust of age hating continuance,

^or wrath of Gods, nor spight of men vnstable,

\'or thou opposd' against thine owne puissance;

Nor th' horrible vprore of windes high blow-

ing,

^or swellingstrcames of that God snakie-paced,

kVhich hath so often with his overflowing

rhee drenched, haue thy pride so much abaced;

But that this nothing, which they haue thee

left, i8i

Makes the world wonder, what they from
thee reft.

14

As men in Summer fearles passe the foord,

(Vliicli is in Winter lord of all the plaine,

Vnd with his tumbling strcames doth beare

aboord

rhe ploughmans hoi^?, and shephcards labour

vaine :

And as the coward beasts vse to despise

riie noble Li(jn after his lints end,

Viiclling their teeth,and with vaine fooliiardisc

Jaring the foe, that cannot him defend : 190

And as at Troy most dastards of the Greekcs

Did braue about the corjK'S of Hector coklc
;

30 those which whilome wont with pallid

chcekcs

The Koniane triumphs gloric to behold.

Now on these ashie tombes shew boldncsse

vaine,

And conquer 'd dare the Conquerour disdainc.

Ye pallid sj>irits, ami yc ashie ghoasts,

Yhich ioying in the brighlnes of your day,

Brought f(K)rth those signes of your i)resump-

tuous Ix/asts 199
A^iich now their dusty rcli(|ues do l)c'wray

;

Tell ine ye spirits (sith the darksoine riucr

")f Styx, not j)ass;ible to s<uilts returning,

Cn< losing you in thrice three war«ls for eucr,

>K) not rcsiraiiif your images still mourning)
'IVIl ine then (for |>frhaps some one of you

t^ct here alx)ue him secretly doth liide)

>'" vc not feele your lorntenls to a<crewe,

!i yc sometimes lx:lioUl the rninM i>ridc

t 'I tfiesc old h'onitttif works built with your

liands, 20f)

Now to become nought els, but luai»id s;uidsi'

16

Like as ye see the wrathfull Sea from farre,

In a great mountaine heap't with hideous noyse,

Eftsooncs of thousand billowes shouldrtd narre.

Against a Rocke to breake with dreadful 1 poyse

:

Like as ye see fell Boreas with sharpe blast,

Tossing huge tempests through the troubled

skie,

Eftsoones hauing his wide wings spent in wast.

To stop his wearie cariere suddenly :

And as ye see huge flames spred diuerslie,

Gathered in one vp to the heauens to spyre,

Eftsoones consum'd to fall downe feebily :

So whilom did this Monarchic aspyre 222
As wanes, as winde, as fire spred ouer all.

Till it by fatall doome adowne did fall.

^7
.

So long as /o;<<'^great Bird did make his flight,

Bearing the fire with which heauen dothvs fray,

Heauen had not feare of that presumptuous
might.

With which the Giaunts did the Gods assay.

But all so soone, as scortching Sunne had
brent * 229

[lis wings, which wont the earth to ouersprcdd.

The earth out of lier massie woiiiIk' forth sent

That anticjue horn r. which made heauen adrtdd.
Then was the Germane Kauen in disguise

That Romane Eiigle scene to cleaue asunder.

And towards heauen freshly to arise

Out of these mountaines, now consum'd to

f)ouder.

In which tlie foule that serues to beare the

lightning,

Is now no more seen living, nor allL'htini:.

18

These heapes of stones, these old walb \Nhich

Nesee, 2,^9

Were first enclosures but of s;iluage soyle ;

And these braue I'allaccs which maystretl lx?c

Of time, were shephcards cottages somewhilc.

Then t(H)ke the shephcards Kingly ornaments
And the stout hynde arm'd his right hand with

Steele :

Eftsoones their rule of yearely Presidents

Grew great, antl sixe m(»nlhs greater u great

(leele
;

Which made
I
HTiKtuall.r<'s<"tosogreat might.

That thence th'lm|Hri.dl l^igle UMiiing t(Kike,

rillth'heauenil selfeop|K»sing gainst her mighty

Her jKJwer to Vclers successor Ixtooke ; 250

wild sluphear<llike, (as fates the sjimc f»»rc-

s*Ting)

I)«ith shew, that all thing") turnc to their first

U'ing.



512 COMPLAINTS
19

All that is perfect, which th'heauen beaute-

fies ;

All that's imperfect, borne belowe the Moone
;

All that doth feede our spirits and our eies
;

And all that doth consume our pleasures soone
;

All the mishap, the which our dales out-

weares,

All the good hap of th' oldest times afore,

Rome in the time of her great ancesters.

Like a Pandora, locked long in store. 260

But destinie this huge Chaos turmoyling.

In which all good and euill was enclosed,

Their heauenly vertues from these woes assoyl-

ing,

Caried to heauen, from sinfuU bondage losed :

But their great sinnes, the causers of their

paine,

Vnder these antique ruines yet remaine.

20

No otherwise than raynie cloud, first fed

With earthly vapours gathered in the ayre,

Eftsoones in compas arch't, to steepe his hed.

Doth plonge himselfe in Tethys bosome faire

;

And mounting vp againe, from whence he

came, 271

With his great bellie spreds the dimmed world.

Till at the last dissoluing his moist frame,

In raine, or snowe, or haile he forth is horld
;

This Citie, which was first but shepheards

shade,

Vprising by degrees, grewe to such height.

That Queene of land and sea her selfe she made.
At last not able to beare so great weight.

Her power disperst, through all the world did

vade

;

To shew that all in th'end to nought shall

fade. 280

21

The same which PyrWzn^,and the puissaunce

Of Ajrike could not tame, that same braue Citie,

Which with stout courage arm'd against mis-

chaunce,

Sustein'd the shocke of common enmitie
;

Long as her ship tost with so manie freakes.

Had all the world in armes against her bent,

Was neucr scene, that anie fortunes wrtakes

Could breake her course begun with braue

intent. 288

But when the obiect of her vertue failed.

Her power it selfe against it selfe did arme
;

As he that hauing long in tempest sailed,

Faine would ariue, but cannot for the storme,

If too great winde against the port him driuc,

Doth in the port it selfe his vessell riuc.

22

\Mien that braue honour of the Latin

name,
Wliich mear'd her rule with Africa, and Byze
With Thames inhabitants of noble fame,

And they which see the dawning day arize
;

Her nourslings did with mutirious vprore

Harten against her selfe, her conquer'd spoili

Which she had wonne from all the world afor<

Of all the world was spoyl'd within a while.

So when the compast course of the vniuers

In sixe and thirtie thousand yeares is ronne,

The bands of th'elements shall backe reuerse

To their first discord, and be quite vndonne

;

The seedes, of which all things at first wei

bred.

Shall in great Chaos wombe againe be hid.

warie wisedome of the man, that would
That Carthage towres from spoile should be foi

borne, 31

To th'end that his victorious people should

With cancring laisure not be ouerworne
;

He well foresaw, how that the Roman
courage,

Impatient of pleasures faint desires.

Through idlcnes would turne to ciuill rage.

And be her selfe the matter of her fires.

For in a people giuen all to ease.

Ambition is engendred easily
;

As in a vicious bodic, grose disease

Soone growes through humours superfluitie.

That came to passe, when swolne wit

plenties pride, 32
Nor prince, nor peere, nor kin they woul

abide.

24
If the blinde furie, which warrcs brecdeth ofi

Wonts not t'cnrage the hearts of cqua

beasts,

Whether they fare on foote, or flie aloft,

Or armed be with clawes, or scalie crcasts
;

What fell Erynuis with hot burning tongs,

Did gryj)e your hearts, with no)somc rag

imbew'd,
Tliat each to other working crucll wrongs,

Your blades in your owne bowels you tm
brew'd ? t,^'

Was this (ye Romanes) your hard destinie ?

Or some old sinne, whose vnappeased guilt

Powr'd vengeance forth on you eternallie ? ,

Or brothers blood, the which at first was spilt

Vpon vour walls, that God might not endure

Vjxjn the same to set foundation sure ?
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that I had the Thracian Poets harpe,

For to awake out of th'infernall shade

Those antique Ccesars, sleeping long in darke,

The which this auncient Citie whilome made :

Or that I had Amphions instrument, 341
To quicken with his vitall notes accord,

The stonie ioynts of these old walls now rent,

By which \.\\'Ausonian light might be restor'd :

Or that at least I could with pencill fine,

Fashion the jxjurtraicts of these Palacis,

By paterne of great Virgils spirit diuine
;

I would assay with that which in me is.

To builde with Icuell of my loftie style, 349
Tliat which no hands can euermore compyle.

26

Wlio list the Romane greatnes forth to

figure,

Him needeth not to seeke for vsage right

Of line, or lead, or rule, or squaire, to measure

Her length, her breadth, her deepnes, or her

iiight

:

But him behooues to vew in comjxisse round
All that the Ocean gras[:»es in his long amies

;

Be it where the yerely starre doth scortch the

ground.

Or where colde Boreas blowes his bitter stormcs.

Rotne was th'whole world, and al the world

was Rottw,

And if things nam'd their names doo equalize.

When land and sea ye name, then name ye

Roitie
; 361

And naming Rotne ye land and sea comprize :

I'or th'auncicnt Plot of Rome displayed

plaine,

'Ilie map of all the wide world doth containc.

27
Thou tiial at Rottuf astoni^ht dost behold

Tin- anli(juc pride, which menaced the skie,

TIksc haughtic liea[)cs, these |Kilaces of oldc,

These wals, these arcks, these IxUhs, these

temples hie
; 368

ludge by these ample mines vew, ti>c rest

Tlie wliich iiiiurious linn- h;ith (juile oiitworne.

Sine e of ;ill workmen helde in rc( kniiig U-st,

Yet these olde frjigrnents are for pat ernes

lK)mc

:

Then also marke, how Rome from day to tlay

,

Ki|Kiyring her decjiyed fashiott,

Kniewes hcfselfe with buildings ri< h and gi\y ;

lliat one would iudgr, that the Roituitur

I hrninn

Doth yet hiniM-Ue with fat;ill h.uid enforce,

Againe on f(Kjle l<» reure her iMuililred corse.

spf:nser

28

He that hath scene a great Oke drie and dead,
Yet clad with reliques of some Tro[)hees olde,

Lifting to heauen her aged hoarie head, 381
Whose foote in ground hath left but feeble

holde
;

But halfe disbowel'd lies aboue the ground,
Shewing her wreathed rootes, and naked amies,
And on her trunke all rotten and vnsound
Onely supports herselfe for meate of wormes ;

And though she owe her fall tothe firstwinde.

Yet of the deuout people is ador'd.

And manie yong plants spring out of her rinde ;

Who such an Oke hath scene let him record 390
That such this Cities honovir was of yore,

And mongst all Cities florislied mudi more.

29 .

All that which Acgypt whilome did dcuise,

Ail that which Greece their temples to embraue,
After th'Ionicke, Atticke, Doricke gxiise,

Or Corinth skil'd in curious workes to graue ;

All that Lysippus practike arte could forme,

Apelles wit, or Phidias his skill.

Was wont this auncient Citie to adorne,
,

And the heauen it selfe with her wide wonders
fill

;

400
All that which Athens euer brought forth

wise.

All that which y//nA'<cuer brought forth strange.

All that which Asie euer had of prise,

Was here to see. meruelous great change :

Rome lining, was the worlds sole ornament,

And dead, is now the worlds sole moninunt.

Like as the seeded field greene grasse first

showes,

llien from greene grassc into a stalke dotli

spring,

And from a stalke into an earc forthgrowcs.

Which eare the fmtefuU graine doth shi>itly

bring

;

410

And as in season <lue li»e husKmd m«nves

Tlie waning hnki's of llutse faire vc.iUonn hearc5,

Whi( h Innind in shcjuies, and layd in comely

rowes,

V|M)n the naked fields in stackes he rearcs

:

.^) grew the Koinane Mmpire by degree.

Till that RirUirian haiuls it quite did spill,

And left of it but these oldc markis to sit,

Of which all uisscrs by ikx) somewhat pill

:

As they whith gUano, the reliques vsc lo

gather.

Which th'huslMindnuui lxhin«l him cluuj>l to

scaler. 4*C
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That same is now nought but a champian
wide,

Where all this worlds pride once was situate.

No blame to thee, whosoeuer dost abide

By Nyle, or Gange, or Tygre, or Euphrate,

Ne Ajrike thereof guiltie is, nor Spaine,

Nor the bolde people by the Thamis brincks.

Nor the braue warlicke brood of Alemaine,

Nor the borne Souldier which Rhim running

drinks

:

Thou onely cause, Ciuill furie, art 429
Which sowing in th'Aemathian fields thy spight,

Didst arme thy hand against thy proper hart

;

To th'end that when thou wast in greatest hight

To greatnes growne, through long prosperitie,

Thou then adowne might' st fall more horri-

blie.

Hope ye my verses that posteritie

Of age ensuing shall you euer read ?

Hope ye that euer immortalitie

So meane Harpes worke may chalenge for her

meed ?

If vnder heauen anie endurance were, 439
These moniments, which not in paper writ,

But in Porphyre and Marble doo appeare.

Might well haue hop'd to haue obtained it.

Nath'les my Lute, whom Phcebus deignd to

giue,

Cease not to sound these olde antiquities :

For if that time doo let thy glorie line,

Well maist thou boast, how euer base thcu

bee.

That thou art first, which of thy Nation
song

Th'olde honour of the people gowned long.

L'Envoy.

Bellay, first garland of free Poesie

That France brought forth, though fruitfull of

braue wits, 450
Well worthie thou of immortalitie,

That long hast traueld by thy learned writs,

Olde Rome out of her ashes to reuiue,

And giue a second life to dead decayes

:

Needes must he all eternitie suruiue.

That can to other giue eternall dayes.

Thy dayes therefore are endles, and thy

prayse

Excelling all, that euer went before
;

And after thee, gins Bartas hie to rayse

His heauenly Muse, th'Almightie to adore. 460

Line happie spirits, th'honour of your name,

And fill the world with neuer dying fame.

FINIS.
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To the right worthy and vertuous

Ladie; the La: Carey.

A/fOst braue and bountijiill La : for so

IV.L excellent Jauours as I haue receiued at

your sweet handes, to offer theseJewe leaiies as in

recompence, should be as to offer Jloivers to the

Gods for their diiiine benefites. Therefore I haue

determined to giue my selfe wholy to you, as quite

abandoned from my selfe, and absolutely vowed

to your sendees : which in all right is euer held

for full recompence of debt or damage to haue

the person yeelded. My person I zvot wel how

little worth it is. But the faithfull minde and

humble zeale which I beare vnto your La: may
perhaps be more of price, as may please you to

account and vse the poore seruice thereof ; which

taketh glory to aduance your excellent partes and

noble vertues, and to spend it selfe in honouring

you : not so much for your great bounty to m
self, which yet may not be vnminded ; nor fc

name or kindreds sake by you vouchsafed, beein

also regardable ; as for that honorable namt
which yee haue by your braue deserts purchast I

your self, and spred in the tnouths of al men
with which I haue also presumed to grace m
verses, and vnder your name to commend to th

world this smal Poeme, the which beseeching you

La: to take in worth, and ofall things therein accorc

ing to your wonted graciousnes to make a mila

construction, I humhly pray for your happines

Your La: euer

humbly

;

E.S.

Muiopotmos : or T/ie Fate of the Butter/lie.

I
Sing of deadly dolorous debate,

Stir'd vp through wrathfull Netnesis

despight,

Betwixt two mightie ones of great estate,

Drawne into armes, and proofe of mortall fight,

Through prowd ambition,and hartswelling hate,

Whilest neither could the others greater might

Andsdeignfull scorne endure ; that from small

iarre

Their wraths at length broke into open warre.

The roote whereof and tragical 1 effect,

Vouchsafe, thou the mournfulst Muse of nyne.

That wontst the tragick stage for to direct, 1

1

In funerall complaints and waylfull tyne,

Reueale to me, and all the meanes detect.

Through which sad Clarion did at last dcclyne

To lowest wretchednes ; And is there then

Such rancour in the harts of mightie men ?

Of all the race of siluer-winged Flies

Which doo possesse the Empire of the aire,

Betwixt the centred earth, and azure skies,

Was none more fauourable, nor more faire, 20

Wliilst heauen did fauour his felicilics.

Then Clarion, the eldest sonne and haire

Of Muscaroll, and in his fathers sight

Of all aliue did seeme the fairest wight.

Witli fruitfuU hope his aged breast lie fed

Of future good, which his yong toward yeares,

Full of braue courage and bold hardyhed,

Aboue th'ensample of his cquall pearcs.

Did largely promise, and to him forered 2

(Whilst oft his heart did melt in tender teares

That he in time would sure proue such an one

As should be worthie of his fathers throne.

The fresh yong flie, in whom the kindly fire

Of lustfull youngth began to kindle fast,

Did much disdaine to subiect his desire

To loathsome sloth, or houres in ease to wasi

But ioy'd to range abroad in fresh attire
;

Tiirough the wide compas of the ayrie coast,

And with vnwearied wings each part t'inquir

Of the wide rule of his renowmed sire. 4

For he so swift and nimble was of flight.

That from this lower tract he dar'd to stie

Vp to the clowdes, and thence with pineon

light,

To mount aloft vnto the Christall skie.

To vew the workmanship of hcauens hight

:

Whence downe descending he along would fli

Vpon the streaming riuers, sport to finde
;

And oft would dare to tempt the troublou

winde.

So on a Summers day, when season milde

With gentle calme the world had quieted, 5

And high in heauen Hyperions fierie childe

Ascending, did his beames abroad dispred.

Whiles all tlieheauensonlowercreaturessmild(

Yong Clarion with vauntfull lustie head,

After his guize did cast abroad to fare
;

And theretoo gan his furnitures prepare.
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His breastplate first, that was of substance

pure,

Before his noble heart he firmely bound,
That mought his life from yron death assure.

And ward his gentle corpes from cruell wound :

For it by arte was framed, to endure 6i

The bit of balefull Steele and bitter stownd,

No lesse than that, which Vulcane made to

sheild

Achilles life from fate of Troyan field.

And then about his shoulders broad he threw
An hairie hide of some wilde beast, whom hee

In saluage forrest by aduenture slew.

And reft the spoyle his ornament to bee :

Which spredding all his backe with dreadfull

vew.

Made all that him so horrible did see, 70
Thinke him Alcides with the Lyons skin,

Wiien the Ncsytiean Conquest he did win.

Vpon his head his glistering Burganet,

Tlie which was wrought by wonderous deuice.

And curiously engraucn, he did set

:

The mettall was of rare and passing price
;

Not Bilbo Steele, nor brasse from Corinth fet,

Nor costly Oricalche from strange Fhccnice ;

But such as could botii Phabus arrowcs ward,

And th'liayling darts of heauen beating hard.

Therein two deadly weapons fixt he bore, 81

Strongly outUiunced towards cither side,

Like two sharjjc sj>cares, his enemies to gore :

Like as a warlike Hrigandine, applyde

To figlit, layes forth her tiirealfull pikes

afore,

Tlie engines which in them sad death doo
hyfle

:

So did this Hie outstretch his fearefull horncs,

Yet so as him their lerrour niore adornes.

Lastly his sliiriie wings :is silucr brigljt,

Painted with lh(»us;ifi<l colours, jKissiiig farrc

All i'aititers skill, lie did alxxit him rliglit : 91
Not h.ilfc so manic smidrie colotjrs arre

In his lK)we, m- heauen doth shitjc so bright,

I)i .tinguislu-rj with nianie a twinrkling starrc,

Nor litnoes Hird in hrr ey-s|)ottrd traine

So tnanic goodly colours doth containc.

Nc finay it Ik? withoutcn jK-rill s|»f»kcn)

rin- Arrlicr (ifnl, the sontu- of Cythrrrr,

rii.il ioyes on wretchcfl loners to Ik- wroken.
And lw:i|K'd s|K)ylrs of l)liT<ling harts to src,

I'HMris in his wings so jnanic a changrfull token.

All iiiv li<g«' Lord, forginc it vnto nice,

L ought :igaitist thine honour I liaiic toldc ;

Vt L sure those wings were fairer nianifolde.

Full manie a Ladie faire, in Court full oft

Beholding them, him secretly enuide,

And wisht that two such fannes, so silken soft.

And golden faire, her Loue would her prouide
;

Or that when them the gorgeous Flie had
doft, 109

Some one that would with grace be gratifide,

From him would steale them priuily away,
And bring to her so precious a pray.

Report is that dame Venus on a day,

In spring when fiowres doo clothe the fruitful

ground,

Walking abroad with all her Nymphes to play,

Bad her faire damzels flocking her arownd.
To gather fiowres, her forhead to array :

Emongst the rest a gentle Nymph was found,

flight Aslery, excelling all the crewe
In curteous vsage, and vnstained hewe. 120

Who being nimbler ioynted than the rest.

And more industrious, gathered more store

Of the fields honour, llian the others best

;

Which they in secret harts enuying sore,

Tolde Venus, when her as the worthiest

She praisd', that Cupide (as they heard before)

Did lend her secret aide, in gathering

Into her lap the children of the spring.

Whereof the Goddesse gathering icalous feare,

Not yet vnmindfull, how not long agoe 130

Ikr Sonne to Psyche secrete loue did l>care,

And long it close conceal'd. till mickle woe
Thereof arose, and manie a rufull teare

;

Reason with sudden rage diti ouergoe,

;\n<l giuing hastie credit to th'accuser,

Was led away of them that did abuse her.

Eftsoones that Damzel by her heauenly might,

She turn'd into a winged Hutterllie,

In the wide aire to make her wandring flight ;

And all those fiowres, with which so plen-

teous lie 140

Ilcr lap she filled Imd, that bred lur spight,

She placed in her wings, for ntemorie

Of her pretended crime, though crime none
were

:

Since whith that Ilie them in her wings doth

In-are.

Iluis the fresh Clarion being rcndie dight,

\iito his iourney did hilUMlle addrevsf,

And with g<KKl sp<ed Ugan to i.ike his flight :

Oner the fields in his fr.mke lustinesse,

And all the diampion he s«xire<l light, 149
And all the ((tuntrry wide he diti |H»sscssr,

rVeding v|«on their plensures lKMintc<»us|ic,

'Hiat none gainsiiid, nor none di«l him etiuic.
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The woods, the riuers, and the medowes green,

With his aire-cutling wings he measured wide,

Ise did he leaue the mountaines bare vnseene,

Nor ^le ranke grassie fennes deUghts vntride.

But none of tliese, how euer sweete they

beene,

^lote please his fancie, nor him cause t'abide :

His choicefuU sense with euerie change doth

flit.

No common things may please a wauering wit.

To the gay gardins his vnstaid desire i6i

Him wholly caricd, to refresh his sprights :

There lauish Nature in her best attire,

Powres forth sweete odors, and alluring sights
;

And Arte with her contending, doth aspire

T'excell the naturall, with made delights :

And all that faire or pleasant may be found.

In riotous excesse doth there abound.

There he arriuing, round about doth flie,

From bed to bed, from one to other border,

And takes suruey with curious busie eye, 171

Of euerie flowre and herbe there set in order
;

Now this, now that he tasteth tenderly.

Yet none of them he rudely doth disorder,

Ne with his feete their silken leaues deface
;

But pastures on the pleasures of each place.

And euermore with most varietie.

And change of sweetnesse (for all change is

sweete)

He casts his glutton sense to satisfie, 179
Now sucking of the sap of herbe most meete.

Or of the deaw, which yet on them does lie.

Now in the same bathing his tender feete :

And then he pearcheth on some braunch
thereby,

To weather him, and his moyst wings to dry.

And then againe he turneth to his play,

To spoyle the j)leasures of that Paradise :

The wholsome Saulge, and Lauendcr still gray,

Ranke smelling Rue, and Cununin good for

eyes,

The Roses raigning in the pride of IMay, 189

Sharpe Isope, good for greene wounds remedies,

Faire Marigoldes, and Bees alluring Thime,
Sweete Marioram, and Daysies decking prime.

Coole Violets, and Orjnne growing slill,

Embathcd Balme, and chearfuU Galin^'ale,

Fresh Costmarie, and breathfull Cumoniill,

Dull Poppie, and drink-quickning Seluale,

Veyne-hcahng Vcruen, and hcd-purging Dill,

Sound Sauorie, and Bazill harlic-hale,

Fat Colworts, and comforting Pcrseline,

Colde Lettuce, and refreshing Rosmarine. 200

And whatso else of vertue good or ill

Grewe in this Gardin, fetcht from farre away,
Of euerie one he takes, and tastes at will.

And on their pleasures greedily doth pray.

Then when he hath both plaid, and fee

his fill.

In the warme Sunne he doth himselfe embay.
And there him rests in riotous sufhsaunce

Of all his gladfulnes, and kingly ioyavmce.

What more felicitie can fall to creature,

Than to enioy delight with libertie, 2i<

And to be Lord of all the workes of Nature,

To raine in th'aire from earth to highest skie.

To feed on flowres, and weeds of gloriou!

feature,

To take what euer thing doth please the eie ?

Who rests not pleased with such happines,

Well worthie he to taste of wretchednes.

But what on earth can long abide in state ?

Or who can him assure of happie day
;

Sith morning faire may bring fowle eueninj

late, *

And least mishap the most blisse alter may ?

For thousand perills lie in close awaite 22:

About vs daylle, to worke our decay
;

That none, except a God, or God him guide,

May them auoyde, or remedie prouide.

And whatso heauens in their secret doome
Ordained haue, how can fraile fleshly wight

Forecast, but it must needs to issue come ?

The sea, the aire, the fire, the day, the night,

And th'armies of their creatures all and some
Do serue to them, and with importune might

Warre against vs the vassals of their will. 23:

Wlio then can saue, what they dispose to spill ]

Not thou, Clarion, though fairest thou

Of all thy kinde, vnhappie happie Flie,

Wliose cruell fate is wouen euen now
Of loues owne handy to worke thy miserie :

Ne may thee helj:)e the manie hartie vow,

Which thy olde vSire with sacred pictie

Hath powred forth for thee, and th'altar

sprent

:

Nought may thee saue from heauens auenge

ment. 24c

It fortuned (as heauens had behight)

That in this gardin, where yong Clarion

Was wont to solace him, a wicked wight

The foe of faire things, th'author of confusion

The shame of Nature, the bondslaue of spight

Had lately built his hatefull mansion.

And lurking closely, in awayle now lay,

How he might anie in his trap betray.



MVIOPOTMOS. 519

But when he spide the ioyous Buttertlie

In this faire plot dispacing too and fro, 250

Fearles of foes and hidden ieopardie,

Lord how he gan for to bestirre him tho,

And to his wicked worke each part applie :

His heart did earne against his hated foe,

And bowels so with ranckling poyson swelde,

That scarce the skin the strong contagion

helde.

The cause why he this Flie so maliced,

Was (as in stories it is written found)

For that his mother wliich hnn bore and bred,

The most fine-hngred workwoman on ground,

Arachne, by his meanes was vanquished 261

Of Pallas, and in her owne skill confound.

When she with her for excellence contended.

That wrought her shame, and sorrow neuer

ended.

For the Tritonian Goddesse hauing hard

Her blazed fame, which all tiie world had fil'd,

Came downe to proue the truth, and due reward

For her prais-worthic workmanshij) to ycild

But the presumptuous Damzel rashly dar'd

The Goddesse selfe to clialenge to the field,

And to compare with her in curious skill 271

Of workes with loome, with needle, and with

quill.

Minerua did the chalenge not refuse,

But deign'd with her the paragon to make :

So to their worke they sit, and each doth chusc

What storie she will for her ta|)et take.

Arachne figur'd liow hue did abuse

Eurupa like a Bull, and en his baike 278

Her through the sea did beare ; so liuely secne,

Tliat it true Se-a, and true Bull ye would weene.

She seem'd still backc vnto the land to looke,

And her |)lay-fellowes aide to call, and fearc

The dashing of the wanes, that vp slie l<M)kc

Her dainlie fecte, and garments gathered

neare

:

But {\jiX(\) how she in cucrie mcmlxT sh(K)ke,

When as tl»e land she saw no more ap|)earc,

But a wilde wilderncs of waters dei|H.'

:

Tlien gan she greatly to lament and wee|)e.

I'xforc the Bull she piclur'd winged Ixiuc,

\\ ith his yotig brother SiM)rt, liglil lluttering

\ |x)n the wanes, as eac h had Ix-en a I )(nic ;

'ihc one his Ih)wo and shafts, the (tilur Spring

A burning Trade alniut his head did tnoue,

As in tluir Svrrs new lone Indh triumphing :

And manieNvmphes about them II'h king round.

And manie Trttotts, whidi their homes ilid

sound.

And round about, her worke she did empale
With a faire border wrought of sundrie tlowres,

Enwouen with an Vuie winding trayle : 299
A goodly worke, full fit for Kingly bowres,

Such as Dame Pallas, such as tnuie pale,

That al good things with venemous tooth

deuowres.

Could not accuse. Then gan the Goddesse
bright

Her selfe likewise vnto her worke to dight.

She made the storie of the olde debate.

Which she with Neptune did for Athens trie :

Twclue Gods doo sit around in royall state,

And lone in midst with awfull Maiestie,

To iudge the strife betweene them stirred late :

Each of the Gods by his like visnomie 310

Eathe to be knowen ; but loue aboue them all,

By his great lookes and ix)wer Innxriall.

Before them stands the God of Seas in place,

Clayming that sea-caist Citie as his rii:iit.

And strikes the rockcs with his three-forked

mace ;

Whenceforth issues a warlike steed in sight.

The signe by which he chalcngeth the place,

That all the Gods, which saw his wondrous

might
Did surely deeme the victorie his due : 319

But seldome secne, foreiudgement proueth true.

Then to her selfe she giues her Aegide shield,

And steelhed sjX^ire, and morion on her hedd,

Such as she oft is seene in warlieke field :

Tlien sets si»e forth, how with her weajnin dretld

She smote the ground, the which streight fcorth

did yield

A fruitfull Olyue tree, with berries sprcdd,

i'hat all the (mkIs adniiiM ; then all the storie

She comixisl with a wreathe of Olyues hoaric.

Emnngst those lea\ies sIjc made a Buttcrflic,

With exeelUnt deuii e anil \v(Midrous slight,

Fluttring among the Oliues wantonly. JJI

That seem'd to line, so like it was in sight

:

The vehiet nap whiili on liis wings doth lie,

The silken downe with which his Uu ke is dight,

His briKid outstretilied homes, his hayric thus,

I

His glorious ce4ours, and hi- glistering eits.

' Which when Arachne "oiw, n.s ouerlaiti,

j

An<l mastered with workmanship m> tare,

' .She sto<Ml astoiiied long, ne ought gaincNiid,

And with fast lixed eves on her «li<i stare, 3.JO

.\nd bv her silrn< e. •.igt\c o\ oi\r •li-maid.

I

'Hie viitorie did \relil her j»s her share:

I Vet ilicl she inly (ret. and (ell\ buine,

I And all her bhxHl to |»oy>ono\iH rumor turnc.
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That shortly from the shape of vvomanhed

Such as she was, when Pallas she attempted,

She grew to hideous shape of dryrihed.

Pined with griefe of folUe late repented :

Eftsoones her white streight legs were altered

To crooked crawling shankes, of marrowe
empted, 350

And her faire face to fowle and loathsome hewe,

And her fine corpes to a bag of venim grewe.

This cursed creature, mindfull of that olde

Enfestred grudge, the which his mother felt,

So soone as Clarion he did beholde.

His heart with vengefull malice inly swelt.

And weauing straight a net with manie a folde

About the caue, in which he lurking dwelt.

With fine small cords about it stretched wide,

So finely sponne, that scarce they could be spide.

Not anie damzell, which her vaunteth most
In skilfull knitting of soft silken tvvyne ; 362
Nor anie weauer, which his worke doth boast

In dieper, in damaske, or in lyne
;

Nor anie skil'd in workmanship embost

;

Nor anie skil'd in loupes of fingring fine,

Might in their diners cunning euer dare.

With this so curious networke to compare.

Ne doo I thinke, that that same subtil gin,

The which the Lemnian God framdi craftilie.

Mars sleeping with his wife to compasse in.

That all the Gods with common mocker ie 372
Might laugh at them, and scorne their shame-

full sin.

Was like to this. This same he did applie.

For to entrap the careles Clarion,

That rang'd each where without suspition.

Suspition of friend, nor feare of foe,

That hazarded his health, had he at all,

But walkt at will, and wandred too and fro,

In the pride of his freedome principall : 380
Litle wist he his fatall future woe,

But was secure, the liker he to fall.

He likest is to fall into mischaunce.

That is rcgardles of his gouernaunce.

Yet still Aragnoll (so his foe was hight)

Lay lurking couerlly him to surprise,

And all his gins that him entangle might,
Drest in good order as he could dcuise.

At length the foolish Flie without foresight,

As he that did all daunger quite despise, 390
Toward those parts came flying cardjslie.

Where hidden was his hatefuU enemie.

Who seeing him, with secrete ioy therefore

Did tickle inwardly in euerie vaine,

And his false hart fraught with all treasons

store,

Was fil'd with hope, his purpose to obtaine :

Himselfe he close vpgathered more and more
Into his den, that his deceiptfuU traine

By his there being might not be bewraid,

Ne anie noyse, ne anie motion made. 400

Like as a wily Foxe, that hauing spide,

Where on a sunnie banke the Lambes doo play,

Full closely creeping by the hinder side.

Lyes in ambushment of his hoped pray,

Ne stirreth Umbe, till seeing readie tide.

He rusheth forth, and snatcheth quite away
One of the litle yonglings vnawares :

So to his worke Aragnoll him prepares.

Who now shall giue vnto my heauie eyes

A well of teares, that all may ouerflow ? 410
Or where shall I finde lamentable cryes.

And mournfuU tunes enough my griefe to

show ?

Helpe thou Tragick Muse, me to deuise

Notes sad enough, t'exprcsse this bitter throw :

For loe, the drerie stownd is now arriued,

That of all happines hath vs depriued.

The luckles Clarion, whether cruell Fate,

Or wicked Fortune faultks him misled.

Or some vngracious blast out of the gate

Of Aeoles raine perforce him droue on hed,

Was (0 sad hap and howre vnfortunate) 421
With violent swift flight forth caricd

Into the cursed cobweb, which his foe

Had framed for his finall ouerthroe.

There the fond Flie entangled, strugled long,

Himselfe to free thereout ; but all in vaine.

For striuing more, the more in laces strong

Himselfe he tide, and wrajit his winges twaine

In Ivmie snares the subtill loupes among
;

That in the ende f»v? breathelesse did remaine.

And all his yougthly forces idly spent, 431
Him to the mercie of th'auenger lent.

Which when the greisly tyrant did cspie.

Like a grimme Lyon rushing with fierce might

Out of his den, he seized greedclie

On the resistles pray, and with fell spight,

Vnder the left wing stroke his weapon slie

Into his heart, that his deepe groning spright

In bloodie streames foorth fled into the aire,

His bodie left die spectacle of care. 440

FINIS.
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%Jisio?is of the ui)0?^lcls vaiiitie.

ONe day, whiles tliat my daylie cares did

sleepe,

Wy spirit, shaking off her earthly prison.

Began to enter into meditation deepe

Of things exceeding reach of common reason ;

Such as this age, in which all good is geason,

And all that humble is and meane debaced,

Hath brought forth in her last decUning season,

Griefeofgood mindes,toseegoodnesse disgraced.

On which when as my thought was throghly

placed, 9
Vnto my eyes strange showes presented were,

Picturing that, which I in minde embraced.

That yet those sights empassion me full nere.

Such as they were (faire Ladie) take in worth,

That when time scrues, may bring things

better forth.

2

In Summers day, when Phabus fairly shone,

I saw a Bull as white as driucn snowe,

With gilden homes embowed like the Moone,

In a fresh flowring meadow lying lowe :

^'p to his eares the verdant grasse did growe.

And the gay flourcs did offer to be eaten ; 20

But he with fatnes so did oucrllowe,

That heallwallowedin the weedesdownebeaten,
Ne car'd with them liisdaintielii)s to sweeten

:

Till that a Brize, a scorned Uttle creature,

Througii his faire hulc his angrie sting did

threaten.

And vext so sore, that all his goodly feature,

And all his i)lcnlLOUS iroslure nought him
pleased :

So by the small the great is oft diseased.

3
licside the fruitfull shore of muddie Nile,

V|)on a sunnie banke fnitstret( hed lay 30
In monstrous h iigth, a tiii^;htie ('roc(Klilf,

'J'hat crani'dwilh^^uiltKsblfHKl.aiidgrecdiepray

Of wrel( lied |M.()ple tratiailing that way.
Thought all tilings Icssc than his diMJuinfuI

pride.

I sjiw a little Bird, ralM Tiduhi,

Tlie least j)f thousands whic h on earth abide,

'Hiat forst this hideou!^ I^tist too|M-n wide
'I'he grt jsly gates of his dcuouring hell.

Atnl let hitii feeflr, as Nature doth proiiidc,

V|Hiii his iaw<-s, that with blaike venime swell

Wliv then shttulil greatest things the least

disdaiiie, 41

.Sith that so small so mightic cun construinc f

The kingly Bird, tliat beares loius thimder-

clap,

One day did scorne the simple Scarabee,

Proud of his highest seruice, and good hap,

That made all other Foules liis thralls to bee :

The silly Flie, that no redresse did see,

Spide where the Eagle built his towring nest,

And kindling fire within the hollow tree,

Burnt vp his yong ones, and himselfe distrest

;

Ne suffred him in anic place to rest, 51

But droue in loues owne lap his egs to lay
;

Where gathering also filth liim to infest,

Forst with the filth his egs to fling away :

For which when as the Foule was wroth,

said lone,

Lo how the least the greatest may rcproue.

5
Toward the sea turning my troubled eye,

I saw the fish (if fish I may it cleejK)

That makes the sea before his face to flyc, 59
And with his Haggle finncs doth seeme to sweejxr

Tlie fomie wanes cut of the dreadfuU deep.

The huge LtuiaOuiu , ilame Natures >\ondcr.

Making his s[)ort, that manie makes to weep :

A sword-fish small him from therestdid sunder,

That in his throat him pricking softly vnder,

Ilis wide Abyssc him forced forth to sjK^we,

Tiiat all the sea did ruare like heauens thunder.

Andall thewaueswerestain'd with lilt hie hewe.

Hereby I learned haue, not to despise.

What euer thing seeines small in conuuon

eyes. 7®
6

An hideous Dragon, dreadful! to iHhold,

Whose buckc Wiis arm'd against the dint of

Sjxrare

With shields of brassc, that shone like burnisht

golde,

.\nd forkhetl sting, that death in it did Wwxc,

Stroue with a Spider his vne<|uall |)tarc :

And IkuI dehaiire tt) his eneinie.

The subtil! vermin rtceping «l«>silv nenrc,

Did in his tirinke shed |><)yM>n pruiilie ;

Whi«li througii his enlraiKs sprcdding

diuersly,

Made him to swell, that ni^h his UmclUbrust,
And him enforst to yrrlil the victoric,

That did so mu«h in his ownc greatnes.sc trust.

() how great viiinni-vsc is it then to seoinc

The weake, thai hath the strong so oft (or*

lornc.

» 3
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High on a hill a goodly Cedar grewe,

Of wondrous length, and streight proportion,

That farre abroad her daintie odours threwe
;

Mongst all the daughters of proud Libanon,

Her match in beautie was not anie one.

Shortly within her inmost pith there bred 90

A litle wicked worme, perceiu'd of none,

That on her sap and vitall moysture fed :

Thenceforth her garland so much honoured

Began to die, (0 great ruth for the same)

And her faire lockes fell from her loftie head,

That shortly balde, and bared she became.

I, which this sight beheld, was much dis-

mayed.
To see so goodly thing so soone decayed.

Soone after this I saw an Elephant,

Adorn'd with bells and bosses gorgeouslie, 100

That on his backe did beare (as batteilant)

A gilden towre, which shone exceedinglie
;

That he himselfe through foolish vanitie,

Both for his rich attire, and goodly forme,

Was puffed vp with passing surquedrie,

And shortly gan all other beasts to scorne.

Till that a little Ant, a silly worme.
Into his nosthrils creeping, so him pained.

That casting downe his towres, he did deforme
Both borrowed pride, and natiue beautie

stained. no
Let therefore nought that great is, therein

glorie,

Sith so small thing his happines may varie.

Looking far foorth into the Ocean wide,

A goodly ship with banners brauely dight.

And flag in her top-gallant I espide,

Through the maine sea making her merry
flight

:

Faire blew the winde into her bosome right

;

And th'heauens looked louely all the while.

That she did seeme to daunce, as in delight,

And at her owne felicitie did smile. 120

All sodainely there cloue vnto her keele

A little fish, that men call Remora,
Wiiich stopt her course, and held her by the

heele,

That winde nor tide could moue her thence

away.
Straunge thing me seemeth, that so small a

thing

Should able be so great an one to wring.

10

A mighty Lyon, Lord of all the wood,
Hauing his hunger throughly satisfide,

With pray of beasts, and spoyle of lining blood,

Safe in his dreadles den him thought to hide :

His sternesse was his prayse, his strength his

pride, 131
And all his glory in his cruell clawes.

I saw a wasp, that fiercely him defide.

And bad him battaile euen to his iawcs
;

Sore he him stong, that it the blood forth

drawes.

And his proude heart is fild with fretting ire :

In vaine he threats his teeth, his tayle, his

pawes,

And from his bloodie eyes doth sparkle fire
;

That dead himselfe he wisheth for despight.

So weakest may anoy the most of might.

II

Wliat time the Romaine Empire bore the

raine 141

Of all the world, and fiorisht most in might,

The nations gan their soueraigntie disdaine,

And cast to quitt them from their bondage
quight

:

So when all shrouded were in silent night.

The Galles were, by corrupting of a mayde,
Possest nigh of the Capitol through slight,

Had not a Goose the treachery bewrayde.
If then a Goose great Rmne from ruine stayde,

And loue himselfe, the patron of the place,

Preserud from being to his foes betrayde, 151

Why do vaine men mean things so much deface.

And in their might repose their most assur-

ance,

Sith nought on earth can chalenge long

endurance ?

12

When these sad sights were ouerpast and
gone,

My spright was greatly moued in her rest,

With inward ruth and deare affection,

To see so great things by so small distrest

:

Thenceforth I gan in my engrieued brcst

To scorne all difference of great and small, 160

Sith that the greatest often are opprest,

And vnawares doe into daunger fall.

And ye, that read these mines tragicall

Learne by tlieir losse to loue the low degree,

And if that fortune chaunce you vp to call

To honours seat, forget not what you be

:

For he that of himselfe is most secure.

Shall finde his state most fickle and vnsure.

FINIS.
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The %Jisions of ^ellay.

IT was the time, when rest soft sliding downe
From heauens liight into mens heauy eyes,

In the forgetfulnes of sleepe doth drowne
The careful! thoughts of mortall miseries :

Then did a Ghost before ni'ne eyes appeare,

On that great riuers banck, that runnes by
Rome,

WTiJch calling rne by name, bad me to reare

My lookes to heauen whence all good gifts do
come,

And crying lowd, loe now beholde (quoth hee)

What vnder this great temple placed is: 10

Lo all is nought but flying vanitee.

So I that know this worlds inconstancies,

Sith onely God surmounts all times decay.

In God aJone my confidence do stay.

2

On high hills top I saw a stately frame,

An hundred cubits high by iust assize,

With hundreth pillours fronting faire the

same.

All wrought with Diamond after Dorick wize :

Nor brick, nor marble was the wall in view.

But shining Christall, which from top to base

Out of her womb a thousand rayons threw.

On hundred steps of AJrike golds enchase :

Golde was the parget, and the seeling bright

Did siiine all scaly with great plates of golde
;

The floore of lasp and Eimraiidc was (li<^ht.

worlds vainessc. Whiles thus I did behold.

An earthquake shooke the hill from lowest

scat,

And oucrthrew this frame with ruinc great.

Then did a shar[)cd spyre of Diamond
bright,

Ten feele each way in Sfjuare, apjx.'are to mcc,
lustly proj)ortionM vp vnto his higlu, 31

So far a-s ArcJKr miglit his Kuel sec :

'Hie lop thereof a |K)t did seeme to l)care,

Made of the tnett;dl, which we most do honour,

And in this goMen vessel! (•ouche<! wearc
The ashes of a tnighlie I!ni|MToiir :

N'jKMi fonre corners of the bitse were |>iglit,

'i"o 1m are the frame, fourc great Lyons of gold
;

\ wortliy tornJK' for surli a wortliy wiglil.

Alas tliis world dolli nought but gricuancc

hold. .}0

I saw u tcMij)cst from tin- luaucn dewcnd,
Whidi this brauj- nionumcnt with Hash did

rend.

I saw raysde vp on yuorie pilloures tall.

Whose bases were of richest mettalls warke,

The cliapters Alablaster, tlie fryses christall,

The double front of a triumplial! Arke :

On eacli side purtraid was a Victorie,

Clad hke a Nimph, tliat wings of siluer weares,

And in triumphant chayre was set on hie,

The auncient glory of the Romaine Peares. 50
No worke it seem'd of earthly craftsmans wit,

But rather wrought by his owne industry.

That thunder-dartes for loiu his syre doth fit.

Let me no more see faire thing vnder sky,

Sith that mine eyes hauc scene so faire a sight

With sodain fall to dust consumed quight.

5
Then was the faire Dodonian tree far scene,

Vpon seauen hills to spread his gladsome

gleame.

And conquerours bedecked with his greene,

Along the bancks of the Ausoniati streame :

There many an auncient Troplwe was
addrest, 61

And many a S|X)yle, and nuny a goodly show,

Which that braue races grcatncs did attest,

That whilome from the Troyan blood did flow.

I\;iuisht I was so rare a thing to vew.

When lo a barbarous troujx; of clownish fone

The honour of these noble boughs (\o\\\\ tlirew,

Vnder the wedge 1 heard the tronck to gronc
;

And since I saw the roote in great disdaine

A twinne of forked trees send forth againc.

6
I saw a Wolfe vnder a rookie cauc 7

1

Noursing two \vhel|HS ; I s;iw her litlo ones

In wanton dalliame the teatc to rnuic,

While siic her neck wrrath'd froni llu-m for the

nones

:

I saw her raimgc abroad to scekc Iut food.

And roming through tiie field with gnttlir rage

T'einbrew her teeth ami rlawcs with lukewarm

bhxxl

Of the sm.dl hoards, her thirst f«^r to ns^wjir*".

I s;iw a thous;iiul huntsmen, w' d

Downe fronj the njountaincs 1

biirdic, ^o

Tlial with an hun<lre<l si>carcs her flank wide

rcnded.

I siw her on the plainc outstrrtrhr<l lie,

'Ilirnwing out ihousiiiid throlw in her owne
soylc :

Soonc on u tree \T»luinKM I mw her »poyIc.
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I saw the Bird that can the Sun endure,

With feeble wings assay to mount on liight,

By more and more she gan her wings t'assure,

Following th'ensample of her motliers sight

:

I saw her rise, and with a larger flight

To pierce the cloudes, and with wide pinneons

To measure the most haughtie mountaines

hight, 91

Vntill she raught the Gods owne mansions :

There was she lost, when suddaine I behelde,

WTiere tumbling through the ayre in firie fold
;

All flaming downe she on the plaine was felde.

And soone her bodie turn'd to ashes colde.

I saw the foule that doth the light dispise,

Out of her dust like to a worme arise,

I saw a riuer swift, whose fomy billowes

Did wash the ground work of an old great

wall

;

100

I saw it couer'd all with griesly shadowes,

That with black horror did the ayre appall

:

Thereout a strange beast with seuen heads

arose,

That townes and castles vnder her brest did

coure,

And seem'd both milder beasts and fiercer foes

Alike with equall rauine to deuoure.

Much was I mazde, to see this monsters kinde

In hundred formes to change his fearefull hew,

When as at length I saw the wrathfuU winde,

Which blows cold storms, burst out of ScWiian

mew, no
That sperst these cloudes, and in so short as

thought.

This dreadfuU shape was vanished to nought.

Then all astonied with this mighty ghoast,

An hideous bodie big and strong I sawe.

With side long beard, and locks down hanging

loast,

Sterne face, and front full of Saturnlike awe ;

Who leaning on the belly of a pot,

Pourd foorlh a water, whose out gushing flood

Ran bathing all the creakie siiore allot, 119

Whereon the Troyan prince spilt Tiirnus blood
;

And at his feete a bitch wolfe suck did yeeld

To two young babes : his left the Pahm tree

stout,

His right iiand did the peacefull Oliue wield,

And head with Lawrell garnisht was about.

Sudden both Palme and Oliue fell away.
And fiure greene Lawrell branch did quite

decay.

10

Hard by a riuers side a virgin faire.

Folding her armes to heauen with thousand

throbs.

And outraging her cheekes and golden haire,

To falling riuers sound thus tun'd her sobs.

Where is (quoth she) this whilom honoured

face ? 131

Where the great glorie and the auncient praise,

In which all worlds felicitie had place,

When Gods and men my honour vp did raise ?

Sufhsd' it not that ciuill warres me made
Thewholeworldsspoile,butthatthisHydranew,

Of hundred Hercules to be assaide.

With seuen heads, budding monstrous crimes

anew.
So many Neroes and Caligulaes

Out of these crooked shores must dayly

rayse 140

II

Vpon an hill a bright flame I did see,

Waning aloft with triple point to side,

Which like incense of precious Cedar tree,

With balmie odours fil'd th'ayre farre and nie.

A Bird all white, well feathered on each wing.

Hereout vp to the throne of Gods did flie.

And all the way most pleasant notes did sing,

Whilst in the smoake she vnto heauen did stie.

Of this faire fire the scattered rayes forth

threw 149

On euerie side a thousand shining beames :

When sudden dropping of a siluer dew
(0 grieuous chance) gan quench those precious

flames
;

That it which earst so pleasant sent did yeld.

Of nothing now but noyous sulphure smeld.

12

I saw a spring out of a rocke forth rayle,

As cleare as Christall gainst the Sunnie beanies,

The bottome yeallow, like the golden grayle

That bright Pactolus washeth with his streamcs

;

It seem'd that Art and Nature had assembled

All pleasure there, for which mans hart could

long

;

160

And there a noyse alluring sleepe soft trembled,

Of manie accords more sweete than Mermaids
song

:

The seates and benches shone as yuorie,

And hundred Nymphes sate side by side about;

When from nigh hills with hideous outcrie,

A troupe of Satyres in the place did rout.

Which with their villeine feete the streame

did ray,

Threw down the seats, and droue the Nymphs
away.
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13

Much richer then that vessell seem'd to bee,

Which did to that sad Florentine appeare, 170

Casting mine eyes farre off, I chaunst to see,

\'{X)n the Laline Coast herselfe to reare :

But suddenly arose a tempest great,

Bearing close enuie to these riches rare.

Which gan assaile this ship with dreadfull

threat.

This ship, to which none other might compare.

And finally the storme impetuous

Sunke vp these riciies, second vnto none,

Within the gulfe of greedie Nerens.

I saw both ship and mariners each one, iSo

And all that treasure drowned in the

maine

:

But I the ship saw after raisd' againc.

H
Long hauing deeply gron'd these visions sad,

I saw a Citie like vnto that same.

Which saw the messenger of tidings glad
;

But that on sand was built the goodly frame :

It seem'd her top the firmament did raysc.

And no iesse rich than faire, right worthic

sure

(If ought here worthie) of immortall dayes,

Or if ought vnder hcauen might firmc endure.

Much wondred I to see so faire a wall : 191

When from the Northerne coast a storme

arose,

Which breathing furie from his inward gall

On all, which did against his course opix)se,

Into a clowde of dust sperst in the aire

The weake foundations of this Citie faire.

At length, euen at the time, when Morpheus
Most trulic doth vnto our eyes apjxjare,

Wearie to see the heauens still wauering thus,

I saw TyphcFHS sister comming nearc ; 200

Whose head full brauely with a morion

hidd,

Did seeme to match the Gods in Maicstie.

She by a riuers bancke that swift downc
slidd,

Ouer all the world did raise a Trophce hie ;

An hundred vanquisht Kings vndor her lay,

With amies bound at their backs in sluimefull

wize
;

Wliilst I thus mazed was with grc«it affray,

I s;iw the heauens in warre ag;iinsl her rize :

Then downe she stricken fell with clap of

thondcr, *

That with great noyse I wakte in sudden

wonder. 210

FINIS.

The Visions of Tctrarch.

formerly translated.

BEing one day at my window all alone,

.So nunie strange things hapixined me
to sec,

As much it grieueth me to ihinke thereon.

At my right hand a Ilynde ap|)car'd to inee,

.S<j fiiire as mote the greatest ()(A delile
;

i'wo eager dogs did her pursue in chare,

Of whidi the one was blacke, llie other

wliile :

With deadly force so in their rrudl r.u

c

Tlicy pinrht the h.iunehes of llial gentle

U-ast,

'Hial at the last, and in short lime I s|)i<le, 10

\ iider a Kinke where she alas f>|)|)rcst,

Tell to the ground, and there vntimelv dide.

Cruell death van<|nishing so noble iK'autie,

Oft makes me wayle so hard a «leslenie.

After at sea a tall ship did apj>earc,

Made all of llelK-n and while Vu«)ric,

The s;iiles of golde. of silke the tackle wcrc,

.Milde was the windc, calinc seem'd the sc;\ to

bee,

The skie cadiwlK-re did show full bright an.l

faire ;

With rich treaMircs this gay sliip fraijihteti

was: .
30

Hut sudden storme did so ttirmoylc the ftirc,

An«l tumbled vp the sea. thai she (alas)

.St rake on a ro<-k, thai vnder waller lay,

And |»erislie«l i>;ist all rnt.uerio.

how great ruth and M»rrow(ull ix'v^y,

I>oth vex mv spirite with irrplexitic,

'Ilms in a inonunt l«) sec lost and drown <l,

.S<) grcal richcn, an like cannot Iw («Hind.
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Then heauenly branches did I see arise

Out of the fresh and lustie Lavvrell tree, 30
Amidst the yong greene wood : of Paradise

Some noble plant I thought my selfe to see :

Such store of birds therein yshrowded were,

Chaunting in shade their sundrie melodic,

That with their sweetnes I was rauish't nere.

WTiile on this Lawrell fixed was mine eie.

The skie gan euerie where to ouercast,

And darkned was the welkin all about, 38
When sudden flash of heauens fire out brast,

And rent this royall tree quite by the roote.

Which makes me much andeuer to complaine

:

For no such shadow shalbe had againe.

Within this wood, out of a rocke did rise

A spring of water, mildly rumbUng downe.

Whereto approched not in anie wise

The homely shepheard, nor the ruder clowne
;

But manie Muses, and the Nymphes withall,

That sweetly in accord did tune their voyce

To the soft sounding of the waters fall, 49
That my glad hart thereat did much reioyce.

But while herein I tooke my chiefe delight,

I saw (alas) the gaping earth deuoure

The spring, the place, and all cleane out of

sight.

Which yet aggreeues my hart euen to this

houre,

And wounds my soule with rufuU memorie.

To see such pleasures gon so suddenly.

. . 5
I saw a Phoenix in the wood alone,

With purple wings, and crest of golden hewe
;

Strange bird he was, whereby I thought anone,

That of some heauenly wight I had the vewe
;

Vntill he came vnto the broken tree, 61

And to the spring, that late deuoured was.

\Miat say I more ? each thing at last we see

Doth passe away : the Phoenix there alas

Spying the tree destroid, the water dride,

Himselfe smote with his beake, as in disdaine.

And so foorthvvith in great despight he dide :

Tliat yet my heart burnes in exceeding paine,

For ruth and pitie of so haples plight.

let mine eyes no more see such a sight. 70

6
At last so faire a Ladie did I spie.

That thinking yet on her I burne and quake
;

On hearbs and flowres she walked pensiuely,

Milde, but yet loue she proudly did forsake

:

White seem'd her robes, yet wouen so they

were,

As snow and golde together had been wrought.

Aboue the wast a darke clowde shrouded her,

A stinging Serpent by the heele her caught

;

Wlierewith she languisht as the gathered

floure,

And well assur'd she mounted vp to ioy. 80

Alas, on earth so nothing doth endure,

But bitter griefe and sorrowfull annoy :

Which make this life wretched and miserable,

Tossed with stormes of fortune variable.

When I behold this tickle trusties state

Of vaine worlds glorie, flitting too and fro.

And mortall men tossed by troublous fate

In restles seas of wretchedncs and woe,

I wish I might this wearie life forgoe.

And shortly turne vnto my happie rest, 90
Where my free spirite might not anie moe
Be vext with sights, that doo her peace molest.

And ye faire Ladie, in whose bounteous brest

All heauenly grace and vertue shrined is.

When ye these rythmes doo read, and vew the

rest,

Loath this base world, and thinke of heauens

blis

:

And though ye be the fairest of Gods creatures,

Yet thinke, that death shall spoyle your goodly

features.

FINIS,
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TO THE RIGHT
HONORABLE AND VER-

tuous Lady Helena Marquesse of

North-hampton.

IHane the rather presutned hiinMy to offer

vnto your Honour the dedication of this little

Poente, for that the noble and vertuous Gentle-

woman of whom it is written, was by match neere

alied, and in affection greatly denoted vnto your

Ladiship. The occasion why I wrote the same,

was aswell the great good Jame which 1 heard of
her deceassed, as the particular goodwill which

I beare vnto her husband Master Arthur Gorges,

a louer of learning and vertue, whose house, as

your Ladiship by tnariage hath honoured, so doe

Ifind the name of them by many notable records,

to be of great antiquitie in this Reahne ; and
such as haue euer borne themselues with honour-

able reputation to the world, and vnspolted

loyaltie to their Prince and Counlrey : besides

so lineally are they descendedfrom the Howards,
as that the Lady Anne Howard, eldest daughter

to lohn Duke of Norfolke, was wife to Sir

Edmund, fnother to Sir Edward, and grand-

mother to Sir William and Sir Thomas Gorges
Knightes. And therefore I doe assure my selfe,

that no due honour done to the white Lyon but

icill be most gratefull to your Ladiship, 'whose

husband and children do so neerely participate

with the blond of that noble family. So in all

dulie I recommende this Pamphlet, and the good

acceptance thereof, to your honourable fauour and
protection. London thisfirst ofIannarie. 1591.

Your Honours humbly euer.

Ed. Sp.

Daphna'ida.

WHat euer man he be, whose heauie minde
With griefe of mournefull great mishap

opprest.

Fit matter for his cares increase would finde :

Let reade the rufull plaint herein exprest

Of one (I weene) the wofulst man aliue
;

Euen sad Alcyon, whose empierced brest

Sharpe sorrowe did in thousand peeces riue.

But who so else in pleasure findeth sense,

Or in this wretched life dooth take delight,

Let him be banisht farre away from hence

:

Ne let the sacred Sisters here be hight, 11

Though they of sorrowe heauilie can sing
;

For euen their heauie songwould brecde delight:

But here no tunes,saue sobsand grones shall ring.

In stead of them, and their sweete harmonie.

Let those three fatall Sisters, whose sad hands
Doo weaue the direfuU threds of destinie.

And in their wrath brcake off the vitall bands.

Approach hereto : and let the dreadfull Queene
Of darkenes deepe come from the Stygian

strands, 20
And grisly Ghosts to heare this dolefull teene.

In gloomie euening, when the wearie Sun
After his dayes long labour drew to rest.

And sweatie steeds now hauing ouer run

The compast skie, gan water in the west,

I walkt abroade to breath the freshing ayre

In open fields, whose flowring pride opprest

With early frosts, had lost their beautie faire.

There came vnto myminde a troublous thought,

Which dayly dooth my weaker wit possesse,

Ne lets it rest, vntill it forth haue brought 31

Her long borne Infant, fruit of heauinesse,

Which she conceiued hath through meditation

Of this worlds vainnesse and lifes wretched-

nesse.

That yet my soule it deepely doth empassion.

So as I muzed on the miserie.

In which men Hue, and I of many most,

]\Iost miserable man ; I did espie

Where towards me a sory wight did cost,

Clad all in black, that mourning did bewray

:

And laakob staffe in hand deuoutlie crost, 41
Like to some Pilgrim come from farre away.

His carelesse locks, vncombed and vnshorne.

Hong long adowne, and beard all ouer growne,

That well he seemd to be sum wight forlorne ;

Downe to the earth his heauie eyes were

throwne
As loathing light : and euer as he went,

He sighed soft, and inly deepe did grone,

As if his heart in peeces would haue rent.



DAPHNAIDA 529

Approaching nigh, his face 1 vewed nere, 50
And by the semblant of his countenance,

Me seemd I had his person seene elsewhere,

Most like Alcyon seeming at a glaunce
;

Alcyon he, the iollie Shepheard swaine.

That wont full merrilie to pipe and daunce,

And fill with pleasance euery wood and plaine.

Yet halfe in doubt because of his disguize,

I softlie sayd Alcyon ? There with all

He lookt a side as in disdainefull wise.

Yet stayed not : till I againe did call. 60
Then turning back he saide with hollow sound,

Who is it, that dooth name me, wofuU thrall.

The wretchedst man that treades this day on

ground ?

One, whome like wofulnesse impressed deepe,

Hatli made fit mate thy wretciied case to hcare.

And giuen like cause with thee to waile and
weepe

:

Griefe findes some ease by him that like docs

beare.

Then stay Alcyon, gentle shepheard stay,

(Quoth I) till thou haue to my trustie care

Committed, what thee dooth so ill apay. 70

Cease foolish man (saide he halfe wrotlifully)

To seeke to heare that wliich cannot be told :

For tiie huge anguish, which dooth multiplie

My dying paines, no tongue can well vnfold :

Ne doo I care, that any siiould bemone
My liard mishap, or any weepe that w ould,

But seeke alone to weepe, and dye alone.

Then be it so (quoth 1) that tliou art bent

To die alone, vnpilied, vnphiiiicd.

Yet ere IIkhi die, it were conuenient So

To tell the cause, which thee iherctoo con-

strained :

Least that the world ihee dead accuse of guilt.

And say,when thou of iioiieshak beniuintuined,

That thou for secret crime thy blixnl hast spilt.

Who lifeflfKK'S loath, an<l longs to Ikx* vnlKuind

l''romthcstrongshacklcsiiffrailellesh((|uothht)

Nought aires at all, what they that line on

grcjund

Dccnie the occasion of his death to l>fe :

Kalher desires It) Ik; forgoltiu (juighl,

Than fjucstion made of his caLuiiitie, ijo

For harts deep sorrtfW hat* s lx»lh life and light.

Yet since so much thou setinsi to rue my grirft

,

Anelcaresl for one that f»»rliinistlfc(.ires nought,

(Signc of thy loue, though nought for my rclicfc:

For uiy rclicfc cx(cc<Ielli lining thought)

I will to tine this hciuie case rt lute.

Then liarkcii well till it to cn<Ic be brought,

For neucr didst thou hc.tre more huplcssc fate.

Whilome I vsde (as thou right well doest know)
My little flocke on westerne downes to keepe,

Not far from whence Sabriyiaes streame doth
flow, lOI

And flowrie bancks with siluer liquor steepe :

Nought carde I then for worldly cliange or

chaunce.

For all my ioy was on my gentle sheepe.

And to my pype to caroll and to daunce.

It there befell, as I the fields did range
Fearelesse and free, a faire young Lioncsse,

White as the natiue Rose before the chaunge,
Which Venus blood did in her leaues impresse,

I spied playing on the grassie playne 110

Her youthfull six)rts and kindlie wantonnesse,

That did all other Beiists in beawlie staine.

Much was I moued at so goodly sight

;

Whose like before mine eye had seldome seene,

And gan to cast, how I her compasse might,

And bring to hand, that yet had neuer Ix^ene

:

So well 1 w rought w ith mildnes and with paine,

That I her caught disjxjrting on the grene.

And brought away fast bound wilhsiluer chaine.

And afterwards I handled her so fayre, * 120

Tiiat though by kind shec stout and saluage

were.

For being borne an auncient Lions hairc.

And of the race, that all wild lx*astcs do fcarc ;

Yet I her fram'd and wan so to my f>ent.

That shee bcaune so mceke and milde of eheare,

As liie least Lunb in all my Hock that went.

For shee in field, where eucr I did wend.
Would wend w ith me. and waite by me all day:

And all the night that I in watch ilid sjH-nd,

If cause re(iuii 'd, or els in sleei>e, if nay, 130

.Shee would all night by nice or watch, or slcoix'

;

Ami euermore \\lirn 1 did slecix.- (*r pl.iy.

She of my tlock would take full wane kec|>c.

Safe then and s;»fest were my sillie shcei*,

Ne fi ar'd the Wolfe, ne fear'd the w ildesl Uast:

All were I drowii'd in canlesse quiet deepc :

.My louche Lioncsse witlu)ut IkIuosI

.So carefull was for them and for my gtxxl.

That when I waketl, neither njost nor least

I found miscaried or in plaine or wood. 140

Oft <lid the .She|Kheards, whirlj my hap did

heare,

;\ntl 0(1 their hisses which my luck cnuidc,

Daylie resort to me from farrc and ncarc,

To 5CC my Lvonesse, whose prais<-s wiiic

Were spre<l abroad ; and when her worthinc^sc

Much greater than the r ' t they tn'do.

llieyherdidpr.iise,unil

:

: >rtunc blcNsc.
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Long thus I ioyed in my happinesse, 148

And well did hope my ioy would haue no end :

But oh fond man, that in worlds ficklenesse

Reposedst hope, or weenedst her thy frend,

That glories most in mortall miseries,

And daylie doth her changefull counsels bend

To make new matter fit for Tragedies.

For whilest I was thus without dread or dout,

A cruell Salyre with his murdrous dart,

Greedie of mischiefe ranging all about,

Gaue her the fatall wound of deadlie smart

:

And reft fro me my sweete companion.

And reft fro me my loue, my life, my hart

:

My Lyonesse (ah woe is mee) is gon. 161

Out of the world thus was she reft awaie,

Out of the world, vnworthie such a spoyle
;

And borne to heauen, for heauen a fitter pray :

Much fitter than the Lyon, which with toyle

Alcides slew, and fixt in firmament

;

Her now I seek throughout this earthlie soyle.

And seeking misse, and missing doe lament.

Therewith he gan afresh to waile and weepe.

That I for pittie of his heauie plight, 170

Could not abstaine mine eyes with teares to

steepe

:

But when I saw the anguish of his spright

Some deale alaid, I him bespake againe.

Certes Alcyon, painfull is thy jjlight,

That it in me breeds almost equall paine.

Yet doth not my dull wit well vnderstand

The riddle of thy loued Lionesse
;

For rare it seemes in reason to be skand

That man, who doth the whole worlds rule

possesse,

Should to a beast his noble hart embase, 180

And be the vassall of his vassalesse :

Therefore more plaine aread this doubtful! case.

Then sighing sore, Daphne thou knewest (quoth

he)

She now is dead ; ne more endured to say :

But fell to ground for great extrcamitie.

That I beholding it, with dcepe dismay
Was much appald, and lightlie him vprearing,

Reuoked life that would haue fled away,
All were my self through griefe in deadly

drearing.

Then gan I him to comfort all my best, 190

And with milde counsaile stroue to mitigate

The stormie passion of his troubled brest

;

But he thereby was more empassionate :

As stubborne steed, that is with curb restrained,

Becomes more fierce and feruent in his gate
;

And breaking foorth at last, thus dearnelie

plained.

What manhenceforth, that breatheth vitall ayre.

Will honour heauen, or heauenlie powers adore ?

Which so vniustlie doe their iudgments share
;

Mongst earthlie wightes, as to aftfict so sore

The innocent, as those which do transgresse,

And do not spare the best or fayrest, more
Than worst or fowlest, but doe both oppresse.

If this be right, why did they then create

The world so fayre, sith fairenesse is neglected ?

Or whie be they themselues immaculate.

If purest things be not by them respected ?

She faire, shee pure, most faire most pure shee

was.

Yet was by them as thing impure reiected :

Yet shee in purenesse, heauen it selfe did pas.

In purenesse and in all celestiall grace, 211

That men admire in goodlie womankinde,
Shee did excell, and seem'd of Angels race.

Lining on earth like Angell new diuinde,

Adorn'd with wisedome and with chastitie :

And all the dowries of a noble mind,

.

Which did her beautie much more beautifie.

No age hath bred (since fayre Asircea left

The sinfuU world) more vertue in a wight,

And when she parted hence, with her she reft

Great hope ; and robd her race of bountie

quight

:

221

Well may the shepheard lasses now lament,

For dubble losse by her hath on them light

;

To loose both her and bounties ornament.

Ne let Elisa royall Shepheardesse

The praises of my parted loue enuy.

For she hath praises in all plentcousnesse

Powr'd vpon her like showers of Castaly

By herown Shepheard, Cc/m her ovvne Shepherd,

That her with heauenly hymnes doth deifie,

Of rustick muse full hardly to be betterd. 231

She is the Rose, the glorie of the day,

And mine the Primrose in the lowly shade.

Mine, ah not mine ; amisse I mine did say :

Not mine but his, which mine awhile her made

:

Mine to be his, with him to Hue for ay :

that so faire a flower so soone should fade.

And through vntimely tempest fall away.

She fell away in her first ages spring,

Whil'st yet her leafe was greene, and fresh her

rinde, 240

And whil'st her braunch faire blossomes foorth

did bring.

She fell away against all course of kinde :

For age to dye is right, but youth is wrong

;

She felaway like fruit blownedowne with winde:

Weepe Shepheard weepe to make my vndersong.
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What hart so stony hard, but that would weepe,

And poure foorth fountaines of incessant

teares ?

What Thrum, but would let compassion creepe

Into his brest, and pierce his frosen eares ?

In stead of teares, whose brackish bitter well

I wasted haue, my heart blood dropping weares.

To thinke to ground how that faire blossome

fell. 252

Yet fell she not, as one enforst to dye,

Ne dyde with dread and grudging discontent.

But as one toyld with trauaile downe doth lye.

So lay she downe, as if to sleepe she went.

And closde her eyes with carelesse quietnesse
;

The whiles soft death away her spirit hent,

And soule assoyld from sinfull fleshhnesse.

Yet ere that life her lodging did forsake, 260

She all resolu'd and ready to ronioue,

Calling to me (ay me) this wise bespake ;

Alcyon, ah my first and latest loue.

Ah wiiy does my Alcyon weepe and mourne,

And grieue my ghost, that ill mote him behoue.

As if to me had chanst some euill tourne ?

I, since the messenger is come for mee.

That summons soules vnto the bridale feast

Of his great Lord, must needes depart from

thee,

And straight obay his soueraine bcheast : 270

Why should Alcyon then so sore lament,

That I from miser ie siiall be relcast,

And freed from wretched long im[)risonmcnt ?

Our dales are full of dolor and disease,

Our life afllicted with incessant paiiic,

That nought on earth may lessen or appease.

Wliy then should I desire here to remaine ?

Or why should lie that loues me, sorie bee

For my dcliucriuicc, or at all complaine

My g(j<xl to heare, and toward ioyes to see ?

I goc, and long desired haue to goc, 281

I goc with glaflnesse to my wisiied rest,

VVhcrea-s no worlds s;i(l care, nor wasting woe
May come their ha()pic quiet to molest,

liut Saints and Angels in ri-lcslial! thronrs

Eternally iiini |)raise, that hath theiu blest

;

Tiierc shall I be amongst those blessed ones.

Yet ere I goe, a i)le(lge I leaue with thee

Of the lale loue, the which betwixt vs pitst,

My yong Ambrosia, in lieu (if tnec 290

Loue lier : so shall our loue for eucr last.

Thus deare adieu, whom I expect ere long :

So hailing said, away she softly \y,\.s\ :

Wee|) Shepheard weep, to make mine vnder-

song.

So oft as I record those piercing words.

Which yet are deepe engrauen in my brest,

And those last deadly accents,which like swords
Did woundmy hear t and rendmy bleedingchest

,

With those sweet sugred sf>eaches doo compare,
The which my soule first conquerd and possest.

The first beginners of my endles care
; 301

And when those pallid cheekes and asJiy hew.
In which sad death his pourtraicture had writ,

And when tiiose hollow eyes and deadly view,

On which the clowde of ghastly night did sit,

I match witli that sweet smile and chearfu!

brow,
Wliich all the world subdued vnto it

;

ilow happie was I then, and wretched now .-'

How happie was I, when I saw her leade 309
TheShepheardsdaughtersdauncing in arownd?
How trimly would she trace and softly tread

The tender grasse with rosie garland crownd ?

And when she list aduance her heauenly voyce.

Both Nimphs and Muses nigh she made a^townd.

And flocks and shepheards caused to reioyce.

But now ye Shepheard lasses, who shall lead

Your wandring troupes, or sing your vireldyes ?

Or who siiall dight your bowrcs, sith siic is dead
That was the Lady of your holy dayes ?

Let now your blisse be turned into bale, 320
And into plaints conuert your ioyous jilayes,

And with the same fill euery hill and dale.

Let Bagpipe neuer more be heard to shrill,

That may allure the senses to delight ;

Ne eucr Shepheard sound his Oaten (juill

Vnto the many, that prouoke them might

To idle pleasiince : but let gluistlinesse

And drery horror dim the chearfull light.

To make the image of true heauinesse.

Let birds be silent on the naked spray, 330
And shady w«kx1s resound wilii dreadfull yells :

Let streaming 11(kk1s their hastie courses stay.

And parching drouglh lirie vp the christall

wells ;

IvCt th'earlh be barnii aixl bring fixirth no

(low res.

And th'ayrc l>c fild with noysc of dolefull knells,

AikI wandring spirits w dke vntinjoly howrcs.

And Nature nurse of euery lining thing,

Ix.«t rest her sclfc from her long wcariru'-se.

And cease henceforth things kindly forth to

bring.

But hideous monsters full of vglincssc : 340

For she it is. that hath me tlone this wrong.

No nursi'. but Ste|Hlame, cruell. iner« ilessc,

WeeiH'Shei)hcardNvee|»ct«)niake niv \ iidei >ont;.



532 DAPHNAIDA,

My little flocke, whom earst I lou'd so well,

And wont to feede with finest grasse that grew,

Feede ye hencefoorth on bitter Aslrqfell,

And stinking Smallage, and vnsauerie Rew
;

And when your mawes are with those weeds
corrupted,

Be ye the pray of Wolues : ne will I rew,

Thatwith your carkasseswild beasts be glutted.

Ne worse to you my sillie sheepe I pray, 351

Ne sorer vengeance wish on you to fall

Than to my selfe, for whose confusde decay

To carelesse heauens I doo day lie call

:

But heauens refuse to heare a wretches cry,

And cruell death doth scorne to come at call,

Or graunt his boone that most desires to dye.

The good and righteous he away doth take,

To plague th'vnrighteous which aliue remaine :

But the vngodly ones he doth forsake, 360
By liuing long to multiplie their paine :

Els surely death should be no punishment.

As the great ludge at first did it ordaine.

But rather riddance from long languishment.

Therefore my Daphne they haue tane away ;

For worthie of a better place was she :

But me vnwortliie willed here to stay,

That with her lacke I might tormented be.

Sith then they so haue ordred, I will pay
Penance to her according their decree, 370
And to her ghost doo seruice day by day.

For I will walke this wandring pilgrimage

Throughout the world from one to other end.

And in affliction wast my better age.

My bread shall be the anguish of my mind.

My drink the teares which fro mine eyes do

raine,

My bed the ground that hardest I may finde
;

So will I wilfully increase my paine.

And she my loue that was, my Saint that is.

When she beholds from her celestiall throne,

(In which shee ioyeth in eternall blis) 381
My bitter penance, will my case bemone.
And pitie me that liuing thus doo die :

For heauerily spirits haue compassion

On mortall men, and rue their miserie.

So when I haue with sorowe satjsfide

Th' importune fates, which vengeance on me
seeke,

And th'hcauens with long languor pacifide.

She for pure pitie of my sufferance mecke.

Will send for me; for whicli I daylie long, 390
And will till then my painfull penance ecke :

Weep Shepheard, weep to make my vnder song.

Hencefoorth I hate what euer Nature made.
And in her workmanship no pleasure finde :

For they be all but vaine, and quickly fade,

So soone as on them blowes the Northern winde
They tarrie not, but flit and fall away,
Leaning behind them nought but griefe

minde.

And mocking such as thinke they long will stay

I hate the heauen, because it doth withhold

Me from my loue, and eke my loue from me
;

I hate the earth, because it is the mold 40

Of fleshly slime and fraile mortalitie
;

I hate the fire, because to nought it flyes,

I hate the Ayre, because sighes of it be,

I hate the Sea, because it teares supplyes.

I hate the day, because it lendeth light

To see all things, and not my loue to see
;

I hate the darknesse and the drery night.

Because they breed sad balefulnesse in mee :

I hate all times, because all times dooflye 41
So fast away, and may not stayed bee.

But as a speedie post that passeth by.

I hate to speake, my voyce is spent with crying

I hate to heare, lowd plaints haue duld min
eares

:

I hate to tast, for food withholds my dying

:

I hate to see, mine eyes are dimd with teares

I hate to smell, no sweet on earth is left

:

I hate to feele, my flesh is numbd with fcares

So all my senses from me are bereft. 42

I hate all men, and shun all womankinde
;

The one, because as I they wretched are,

The other, for because I doo not finde

My loue with them, that wont to be thei

Starre

:

And life I hate, because it will not last,

And death I hate, because it life doth marre.

And all I hate, that is to come or past.

So all the world, and all in it I hate,

Because it changeth euer too and fro,

And neuer standeth in one certaine state, 431

But still vnstedfast round about doth goe.

Like a Mill wheele, in midst of miserie,

Driucn with streames of wretchednesse and woe

That dying lines, and liuing still does dye.

So doo I Hue, so doo I daylie die,

And pine away in sclfe-consuming paine,

Sith she that did my vitall [)owres supplie,

And feeble spirits in their force maintaine

Is fetcht fro me, why seeke I to prolong

My wearie dales in dolor and disdaine ? 441

Weep Sliephcard weep to make my vnder song



DAPHNAIDA 553

rVhy doo I longer Hue in lifes despight ?

Vnd doo not dye then in despight of death :

rVhy doo I longer see this loathsome light,

Vnd doo in darknesse not abridge my breath,

jith all my sorrow should liaue end thereby,

\nd cares finde quiet ; is it so vneath
To leaue this life, or dolorous to d\e ?

To liue I finde it deadly dolorous
; 449

?'or life draues care, and care continuall woe

:

Therefore to dye must needes be ioyeous,

\nd wishfuU thing this sad life to iorgoe.

But I must stay ; I may it not amend,
\I)' Daphne hence de[)arting bad me so,

5he bad me stay, till she for me did send.

Vcx. whilest I in this wretched vale doo stay,

^ly wearie feete shall euer wandring be,

That still I may be readie on my way,
^Mien as her messenger doth come for me :

S^e will I rest my feete for feeblenesse, 460
Me will I rest my limmes for frailtie,

Se will I rest mine eyes for heauincsse.

But as the mother of the Gods, that sought

For faire Eurydice her daughter dcere

riiroghout the world, with wofuU heauic

thought

;

So will I trauell whilest I tarrie heere,

Ne will I lodge, ne will I euer lin,

iNe when as drouping Titan draweth necre

To loose his tecme, will I take vp my Innc.

[Nc sleejx; ^the harl)cnger of wearie wights)

Shall euer hnlgc vixm mine ey-lids more
; 471

Ne shall with rest refresh my fainting sprights,

Nor failing f(jrce to former strength restore :

But I will wake aiul si)rr<jw all the night

With I'liilttwcne, niy fortune to (leplon-,

With r/iilumene, the partner of my i>light.

And cucr as 1 see the slarres to fall,

Aiwl vnder ground to goc, to giue them liglit

\Vlii( h <Uvell in darknes, I to minde will lall.

How my fairc Slarrc (that sliindc on inc so

bright) 480
Fell s«xlainly, and fa<lc(l vnder ground

;

Sinre whfjse departure, day is turiwl t«) night,

And night willu)ul a Venus slarrc !> found.

But Hoofic as day dolh shew his dcawie fare,

And (alls foorlh men vnto iheir Iov1m(|ik* traile,

I will withdraw me to some ilarksonie place,

Or some deejM- caue, or soiitari** shaile
;

Th'-re will I sigh and sorrow all dav long,

And the huge burden «)f my ear«'s vidade : 48')

WeepShcphcurd, weep, to make mv \ tide rs<>ni;.

Hencefoorth mine eyes shall neuer more behold
Faire thing on earth, ne feed on false delight

Of ouglit that framed is of mortall moulde,
Sith that my fairest flower is faded quight :

For all I see is vaine and transitorie,

Ne will be helde in anie stedfast plight.

But in a moment loose their grace and glorie.

And ye fond men on fortunes wheele that ride,

Or in ought vnder heauen rejX)se assurance,

Be it riches, beautie, or honors pride : 500
Be sure that they shall haue no long endurance,
But ere ye be aware will flit away ;

Fornought of them is yours, but th'onely vsance
Of a small time, which none ascertaine may.

And ye true Louers, whom desastrous chaunce
Hath farre exiled from ycur Ladies grace.

To mourne in sorrow and sad sufferaunce,

Wlien ye doo heare me in that desert place

Lamenting lowde my Daphnes Elcgie,

Helpe me to wayle my miserable case, 510
And when life parts, vouchsafe to close mine eye.

And ye more happie Louers, which enioy,

Tlie presence of your dearest loues delight,

When ye doo heare my sorrowfull annoy.

Yet pit tie me in your emiKissiond spright.

And thinkc that such misiiap. as chaunst to mc,

May hajuK-n vnto the most happiest wight
;

For all mens states alike vnstedfast be.

And ye my fellow Shepheartls, which do feed

Your carelesse flocks on hils and o|K*n olaincs.

With Ix'ttcr fortune, than did me sucxrecd, 521

KememlK.'r yet my vndeserued mines ;

And wlien ye heare, thai I am diail or slainc,

I^unenl my lot, and tell your fellow swaincs

That sad Alcyon dydc in lifes disdainc.

And ye faire Damsels. Shenheardsd '
' 'tp,

Tliat with your Imics do their i ils

|M)Ssesse,

Wluii as my hearse shall hapiK'H to your sightcs,

Vouchs;ife to dfik ihe s;une with I'yjttnssc ;

.\nd cucr sprinckle brackish leans uinong,530

In pitic of my vihUmtuM disiressc,

The which I wrclch, endured hauc thus long.

.\nd ycjxxircPilgrimcs, thai with r«--il' ^'x «"vlc

Wearie your seines in \\andring <! -i,

Till that you conie, uherc yc \">ii \i>wc»

nssoyle,

When p.issing bv yc routl thcM* wofull laves

On mv gr.iue writlrn. rnr mv l\iphtir\ wr«»n(j.

AikI mourne lor m«' I'
' i Imnt m\ tl.ivc"*:

lease Shephe.itil.tt.i : 1 tin \ nders««ng.
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Thus when he ended had his heauie plaint,

The heauiest plaint tliat euer I heard

sound, 541
His cheekes wext pale, and sprights began to

faint,

As if againe he would haue fallen to ground
;

Which when I saw, I (stepping to him light)

Amooued him out of his stonie swound,
And gan him to recomfort as I might.

But he no wale recomforted would be,

Nor suffer solace to approach him nie,

But casting vp a sdeinfull eie at me, 549
That in his traunce I would not let him lie,

Did rend his haire, and beat his blubbred face

As one disposed wilfullie to die,

That I sore grieu'd to see his wretched case.

Tho when the pang was somewhat ouerpast,

And the outragious passion nigh appeased,

I him desirde, sith daie was ouercast.

And darke night fast approched, to be please(

To turne aside vnto my Cabinet,

And stale with me, till he were better eased

Of that strong stownd, which him so sor

beset. 56

But by no meanes I could him win thereto,

Ne longer him intreate w^ith me to staie,

But without taking leaue, he foorth did goe

With staggring pace and dismall looke

dismay,

As if that death he in the face had seene^

Or hellish hags had met vpon the way :

But what of him became I cannot weene.

FINIS.
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536 COLIN CLOVTS

TO THE RIGHT
worthy and noble Knight

Sir Walter Raleigh^ Captaine of her Maiesties

Guard, Lord Wardein of the Stanneries,

and Lieutenant of the Countie of

Cornwall.

a^IR, that you ttmy see that I am not^ alwaies ydle as yee thinke, though not

greatly ivell occupied, nor altogither vndutifull,

though not precisely officious, I make you present

oj this simple pastorall, vmvorthie of your higher

conceiptjor the meanesse of the stile, but agreeing

with the truth in circumstance and matter. The
which I hujubly beseech you to accept in part of
paiment of the infinite debt in which I acknoiv-

ledge my selfe bounden vnto you,for your singular

fauours and sundrie good turnes shewed to me at

my late being in England, and with your good

countenance protect against the malice of euill

mouthes, which are alwaies wide open to carpe

at and misconstrue my simple meaning. I pray

continuallyfor your happinesse. From my house

of Kilcolman the 2y. of December. 1591.

Yours euer humbly.

Ed. Sp.

COLIN CLOVTS
come home againe.

THe shepheards boy (best knowen by that

name)
Tliat after Tityrus first sung his lay,

Laies of sweet loue, without rebuke or blame,
Sale (as his custome was) vpon a day,

Charming his oaten pipe vnto his peres,

The shepheard swaines that did about him
play

:

Who all the while with greedie listfull eares,

Did stand astonisht at his curious skill,

Like hartlesse deare, dismayd with thunders

sound.

At last when as he ]Mped had his fill, 10

He rested him : and silting then around,

One of those groomes (a iolly groome was he,

As euer piped on an oaten reed,

And lou'd this shepheard dearest in degree,

Hight Ilobbinol) gan tlius to him areed.

Colin my licfe, my life, how great a losse

Had all the slicphcards nation by thy lacke ?

And I poore swaine of many greatest crosse :

That sith thy Muse first since thy turning

backe

Was heard to sound as she was wont on hye.

Hast made vs all so blessed and so blythe. 21

Whilest thou wast hence, all dead in dole did lie:

The woods were heard to waile full many a

sythe,

And all their birds with silence to complaine :

The fields with faded flowers did seem to mourne,
And all their flocks from feeding to refraine :

The running waters wept for thy returne,

And all their fish with languour did lament

:

Uut now both woods and lields, and floods

reviue,

Sith thou art come, their cause of meriment, 30
Tiiat vs late dead, hast made againe aliue :

But were it not too painfull to repeat

The passed fortunes, which to thee befell

In thy late voyage, we thee would entreat,

Now at thy leisure them to vs to tell.

To whom the shepheard gently answered

thus,

Ilohbin thou temptest me to that I couet

:

For of good passed newly to discus,

By dubble vsurie doth twise renew it.
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And since I saw that Angels blessed eie, 40
Her worlds bright sun, her heauens fairest

light,

My mind full of my thoughts satictie,

Doth feed on sweet contentment of that sight

:

Since that same day in nought 1 take delight,

Ne feeling haue in any earthly pleasure,

But in remembrance of that glorious bright,

My lifes sole blisse, my hearts eternall threasurc.

Wake then my pipe, my sleepie Muse awake,
Till I haue told her praises lasting long :

Ilobbin desires, thou maist it not forsake, 50
Harke then ye iolly shepheards to my song.

With that they all gan throng about him
neare,

W'ith hungrie cares to heare his harmonic :

The whiles their flocks deuoyd of dangers feare.

Did round about them feed at libertie.

One day (quoth he) I sat, (as was my trade)

Vndcr the foote of Mole that mountaine hore.

Keeping my sheepe amongst the cooly shade.

Of the grecne alders by the Mullaes shore :

There a straunge shcpheard chaunst to find mc
out, 60

Whether allured with my pipes delight,

Whose j)leasing sound ysiirillcd far about.

Or thither led by chaunce, I know not right

:

W^honi when I asked from what place he amie.

And how he hight, himselfe he did ycleeix?,

Tlie shcpheard of the Ocean by name,
And said he came far from the main-sea

deeiK*.

He sitting me Ijesidc in tiiat same shade,

Prouoked me to plaie some pleasant fit.

And when he heard the niusicke which I made,
He found hiinselfe full greatly pkasd at it : 71

Yet a-nnilirig my pi|H'. he tooke in h«)iid

Mv pijH,' Ix'fore that ainuled of niaiiv.

And plaid tluron ; (for will tliat skill he cond)

Hinisclfe as skilfull in that art as any.

He pip'd, I sinig ; and wlu'ti he sung, I l)i|H.'fl,

liy » liaunge u{ turnes, cadi making other mery,
Neither cnuying f»thcr, nor enuicd,

So pi|)cd we, vntill wc l)oth were winiry.

There interrupting him, a Ixmie swaine, 80
That CuiUx hight, him thus atwecne lK's|»;ike :

And should it not thv rcadie course rcstrainc,

I wotild rc«|ncst tluc Colitt, for my sake,

To tell what thou rlidsl sing, wluri he di<l plaie.

I*'or Will I wecne it worth recount iiig was.

Whet her it were some hymiie. or morall laic,

Or carol made lo praise thy iotied l.isse.

Nor of my louc, rjor of my lossr (([uoth he)-

I then did sing, as llien occasion fell

:

For lone had me forlornc. forlorne of mc, (fO

That made me in that desart chose to «|wcll.

But of my riuer Bregogs loue I soong.

Which to the shiny Mulla he did heare.

And yet dotii beare, and euer will, so long

As water dotli within his bancks appeare.

Of fellow ship (said then that bony Boy)
Record to vs that louely by againe :

The staie whereof, shall nought these cares

annoy,

Who all that Colin makes, do couet fainc.

Heare then (quoth he) the tenor of my tale.

In sort as I it to that shepheard told : loi

No leasing new, nor Grandams fable stale,

But auncient truth confirm'd with credence old.

Old father Mole, {Mole hight that mountain
gray

That walls the Northsidc of Armidla dale)

He had a daughter fresh as floure of May,
Which gaue that name vnto that pleasant vale ;

Mulla the daughter of old Mole, so hight

The Nimph, which of tloat water course has
charge,

That springing out of Mole, doth run downc
right no

To Butleuaut, where spreading forth at large.

It giueth name vnto that auncient Cittie,

Which Kilncimdlah cleiK-d is of old :

Whose ragged ruines breed great ruth and
pit tie.

To trauailers. which it from far Miold.
Full faine she lou'd, and was Ixhui'd full fainc,

Of her owne brother riuer. Bregog iught.

So hight because of this ileceitfull trainc,

Whicli he with Mulla wrought to win delight.

But her old sire more carefull of her good, 120

And meaning her much Utter to preferre.

Did thinke to match her with the neighbour

flood.

Which Alio hight. Broad water callitl farrc :

And wrought so well with his contimiall jniine,

That he that riuer for his daughter woniic

:

The dowre agreed, the dav a^signetl plainc.

The place a|>iHtinted where it shoiild W dixinc.

Nath lesse the Nymjih her f«)rmer likitig held;

For lone will not be drawnc, but must Inr

led.lc.

Atid Bregog did so well Ijcr fancle weld, ijfO

That her gfMxl will he got her first to wcddc.

But for her father sittiig still on hie.

Dill warilv still wat«h which way *hr wrnt.

An<l eke from far olismi'd with i<

Whith wav his conrv the wanton iit,

Him to direiuc for till his w.it«hfnll ward,

The wilv louer «ii<l deuisc this slight :

First into many |i«rt5 hin Mrciimc he shar'd.

Tliat whiiest the one w»» w;itcht, the other

might
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Passe vnespide to meete her by the way ; 140

And then besides, those little streames so

broken

He vnder ground so closely did conuay,

That of their passage doth appeare no token,

Till they into the Mullaes water slide.

So secretly did he his loue enioy :

Yet not so secret, but it was descride.

And told her father by a shepheards boy.

Who wondrous wroth for that so foule despight,

In great auenge did roll downe from his hill

Huge mightie stones, the which encomber might

His passage, and his water-courses spill. 151

So of a Riuer, which he was of old,

He none was made, but scattred all to nought.

And lost emong those rocks into him rold,

Did lose his name : so deare his loue he bought.

Which hauing said, him Thestylis bespake.

Now by my life this was a mery lay :

Worthie of Colin selfe, that did it make.
But read now eke of friendship I thee pray.

What dittie did that other shepheard sing ?

For I do couet most the same to heare, 161

As men vse most to couet forreine thing.

Tiiat shall I eke (quoth he) to you declare.

His song was all a lamentable lay,

Of great vnkindnesse, and of vsage hard,

Of Cynthia the Ladie of the sea.

Which from her presence faultlesse him debard.

And euer and anon with singulis rife.

He cryed out, to make his vndersong

Ah my loues queene, and goddesse of my life.

Who shall me pittie, when thou doest me
wrong 171

Then gan a gentle bony lasse to speake,

That Marin hight. Right well he sure did

plaine

:

That could great Cynlhiaes sore displeasure

breake.

And moue to take him to her grace againe.

But tell on further Colin, as befell

Twixt him and thee, that thee did hence dis-

suade.

When thus our pipes we both had wearied
well,

(Quoth he) and each an end of singing made,
He gan to cast great lyking to my lore, 180

And great dislyking to my lucklcsse lot

:

That banisht had my selfe, like wight forlore,

Into that waste, where I was quite forgot.

The which to leaue, thenceforth he counseld

mee,
Vnmeet for man, in whom was ought regardfuU,

And wend with him, his Cynthia to see :

Whose grace was great, and bounty most
rewardfuU.

Besides her peerlesse skill in making well

And all the ornaments of wondrous wit.

Such as all womankynd did far excell : 190

Such as the world admyr'd and praised it

:

So what with hope of good, and hate of ill,

He me perswaded forth with him to fare :

Nought tooke I with me, but mine oaten quill

:

Small needments else need shepheard to prepare,

So to the sea we came ; the sea ? that is

A world of waters heaped vp on hie,

Rolling like mountaines in wide vvildernesse,

Horrible, hideous, roaring with hoarse crie.

And is the sea (quoth Condon) so fearfull ?

Fearful much more (quoth he) then hart can

fear

:

201

Thousand wyld beasts with deep mouthes gap-

ing direfuU

Therin stil wait poore passengers to teare.

Who life doth loath, and longs death to beliold

Before he die, alreadie dead with feare.

And yet would liue with heart halfe stonie

cold.

Let him to sea, and he shall see it there.

And yet as ghastly dreadfull, as it seemcs.

Bold men presuming life for gaine to sell,

Dare tempt that gulf, and in those wandrin^
stremes 21c

Seek waies vnknowne, waies leading down tc

hell.

For as we stood there waiting on the strond,

Behold an huge great vessell to vs came,
Dauncing vpon the waters back to lond.

As if it scornd the daunger of the same.
Yet was it but a wooden frame and fraile,

Glewed togither with some subtile matter.

Yet had it amies andwings,and head and taile.

And life to moue it selfe vpon the water.

Strange thing, how bold and swift the monstei

was, 22c

That neither car'd for wynd, nor haile, noi

raine.

Nor swelling wanes, but thorough them did

passe

So proudly, that she made them roare againe.

The same aboord vs gently did receaue,

And without harme vs farre away did bearc.

So farre that land our mother vs did leaue,

And nought but sea and hcauen to vs api)eare,

Then hartlesse quite and full of inward feare.

That shepheard I besought to me to tell, 229

\'nder what skie, or in what world we were.

In which I saw no lining people dwell.

Who me recomforting all that he might.

Told me that that same was the Regiment
Of a great shepheardesse, that Cynthia hight,

His liege his Ladie, and his lifes Regent
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If then (quoth I) a shepheardesse she bee,

WTiere be the flockes and heards, which she doth
keep ? 237

And where may I the hills and pastures see,

On which she vseth for to feed her sheepe ?

These be the hills (quoth he) the surges hie.

On which faire Cynthia her heards doth feed :

Her heards be thousand fishes with their frie,

Which in the bosonie of the billowes breed.

Of them the shepheard which hath charge in

chief,

Is Triton blowing loud his wreathed home :

At sound whereof, they all for their relief

Wend too and fro at euening and at morne.
And Proteiis eke with him does driue his heard
Of stinking Scales and Porcpisces together,

With hoary head and deawy droj^ping beard,

Com[)elling them which way he list, and
whether. 251

And I among the rest of many least,

Ilaue in tiie Ocean charge to me assignd :

Where I will liuc or die at her beheast.

And serue and honour her witii failiifull mind.

Besides an hundred Nymphs all hcauenly

borne.

And of immortall race, doo still attend

To wash faire Cynthiaes sheep, when they be
shorne.

And fold them vp, when theyhaue made an end.

Those be the shepheards which my Cynthia

serue, 260

At sea, beside a thousand moc at kind :

For land and sea my Cynthia doth descruc

To liaue in her commandement at hand.
Thereat I won<lred much, till wondring more
And more, at length we land fur off dcscryde :

Which sight much gladed me ; for much afore

I feard, Ica^^t land we ncuer should luuie cyde:

Thereto our ship her course directly Ik-uI,

As if the way she j)crfeclly had kiiowne. 26<^

We Liinday passe ; by tliat s;une name is ment
An IsLihd, which the first to west was sliowne.

Vxum thence another world of land we kend,

Fluting airiid the sea in ifojtardie,

Arul round al>nit with mightie white rocks

hcmd,
Against the seas cncrochirtf; crucltie.

Those s;imc the shepheard told me, were the

fields

In which dame Cynthia her laiidheards fed.

Faire gfMKlly (iejejs, then which ArmulLi yields

None fairer, nor more frtiitfull lo Ik* re<l.

The first to whi(h we nigh appr<M lied, was
An high headland tlinisi far into the sea, 281

Like to an home, whereof the tiaine it liu>,

Yet seemed to be a gixxlly pleasant lea:

There did a loftie mount at hrst vs greet.

Which did a stately hea[je of stones \preare,

That seemd amid the surges for to fleet.

Much greater then that frame, which vs did

beare

:

There did our ship her fruit full wombe vnlade.

And put vs all ashore on Cynthias land.

What land is that thou meanst (then Ciiddy

sayd) 290
And is there other, then whereon we stand ?

Ah Ciiddy (then quoth Colin) thous a ton.

That hast not seene least part of natures worke •

Much more there is vnkend, then thou doest

kon,

And much more that does from mens know-
ledge lurke.

For that same land much larger is then this,

And other men and beasts and birds doth feed :

There fruitfullcorne, faire trees, fresh herbageis

And all things else that lining creatures need.

13esides most gtxxlly riuers there apjieare, 300
No whit infcriour to thy Funchitis praise,

Or vnto Alio or to MnUa cleare : »

Nought hast thou foolish boy scene in thy daies.

But if that land be there (quoth he) as htjre,

And is theyr heauen likewise there all one ?

And if like heauen, be heauenly graces there,

Like as in this s;une world where we do wone ?

Ikjth heauen and heauenly graces do much
more

(Quoth he) abound in tliat same land, then this.

For there all happie j^ace ami plenteous store

Conspire in one to make contented blisse : 311

No wayling there nor wretchedncsse is heard,

No bkxxlie issues nor no leprosies,

No griesly famine, nor no raging sweard,

No nightly bodrags. nor no hue ami cries ;

The sliepheards there abroad nuy s;ifely lie,

On hills and downes, withouten dread or

daunger

:

No raucnous wolues the good nums ho|)c

destroy.

Nor outlawes fell affray the forest raungcr.

Tliere learned arts do tlorish in great honor,

And I'lK'ts wits are had in jKirlessc price : ^ij

Religion hath lay iM)wre lo rest vjKm her,

Adu;»n«ing verlne and siipprtssim- vii-e.

For ei\<l. all g«KKl. al'
" K''owe»,

Had |K.'ople grace ii

For (i«xl his gifts ijieie " <"*,

Hut graceles.se men tlieii, .

Hut say on further, then stiul C ivyiai,

IIm- rest of thine atlucnlurr*. lluit I-'^-l..!

F<x>rtli on our voyage we bv Ln ^c,

(Quoth he) as llial sanie shcplie.n.i -wii \t

j:uydcd, 3J«
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Vntill that we to Cynthiaes presence came :

Whose glorie, greater then my simple thought,

I found much greater then the former fame
;

Such greatnes I cannot compare to ought

:

But if I her like ought on earth might read,

I would her lyken to a crowne of lillies,

Vpon a virgin brydes adorned head,

With Roses dight and Goolds and Daffadillies

;

Or like tlie circlet of a Turtle true, 340
In which all colours of the rainbow bee

;

Or like faire Phebes garlond shining new.

In which all pure perfection one may see.

But vaine it is to thinke by paragone

Of earthly things, to iudge of things diuine :

Her power, her mercy, and her wisedome, none

Can deeme, but who the Godhead can define.

Why then do I base shepheard bold and blind,

Presume the things so sacred to prophane ?

More fit it is t'adore with humble mind, 350
The image of the heauens in shape humane.
With that Alexis broke his tale asunder,

Saying, By wondring at thy Cynthiaes praise,

Colin, thy selfe thou mak'st vs more to wonder.

And her vpraising, doest thy selfe vpraise.

But let vs heare what grace she shewed thee,

And how that shepheard strange, thy cause

aduanced ?

Tlie shepheard of the Ocean (quoth he)

Vnto that Goddesse grace me first enhanced.

And to mine oaten pipe enclin'd her eare, 360

That she thenceforth therein gan take delight.

And it desir'd at timely houres to hcare.

All were my notes but rude and roughly

dight.

For not by measure of her owne great mynd,
And wondrous worth she mott my simple song,

But ioyd that country shepheard ought could

fynd
Worth harkening to, emongst the learned

throng.

Why ? (said Alexis then) what needeth shee

That is so great a shepheardessc her selfe.

And hath so many shej)heards in her fee, 370
To heare thee sing, a simple silly Elfe ?

Or be the shei)heards which do serue her laesie,

That they list not their niery pipes applie ?

Or be their pipes vntunable and craesie.

That they cannot her honour worthylie ?

Ah nay (said Colin) neither so, nor so

:

For better shcpheards be not vnder skie.

Nor better liable, when ihey list to blow
Their pipes aloud, her name to glorifie.

There is grwd Ilnrpalns, now woxen aged 380
In faithfull seruice of faire Cynlhia :

And there is Corydon though meanly waged,
Yet hablest wit of most I know this day.

And there is sad Alcyon bent to mourne,
Though fit to frame an euerlasting dittie.

Whose gentle spright for Daphnes death doth

tourn

Sweet layes of loue to endlesse plaints of pittie.

Ah pensiue boy pursue that braue conceipt,

In thy sweet Eglantine of Meriflure,

Lift vp thy notea vnto their wonted height, 390
That may thy Muse and mates to mirth allure.

There eke is Palin worthie of great praise,

Albe he enuie at my rustick quill

:

And there is pleasing Alcon, could he raise

His tunes from laies to matter of more skill.

And there is old Palenion free from spight.

Whose carefuU pipe may make the hearer rew :

Yet he himselfe may rewed be more right.

That sung so long vntill quite hoarse he grew.

And there is Alabaster throughly taught, 400
In all this skill, though knowen yet to few

:

Yet were he knowne to Cynthia as he ought,

His Eliseis would be redde anew.

Who liues that can match that heroick song,

Which he hath of that might ie Princesse made?
dreaded Dread, do not thy selfe that

wrong.

To let thy fame lie so in hidden shade

:

But call it forth, call him forth to thee,

To end thy glorie which he hath begun

:

That when he finisht hath as it should be, 410

No brauer Poeme can be vnder Sun.

Nor Po nor Tyburs swans so much renowned.

Nor all the brood of Greece so highly praised.

Can match that Muse when it with bayes is

crowned.

And to the pitch of her perfection raised.

And there is a new shepheard late vp sprong.

The which doth all afore him far surpasse :

Appearing well in that well tuned song,

Which late he sung vnto a scornfull lasse.

Vet doth his trembling Muse but lowly flie.

As daring not too rashly mount on hight, 421

And doth her tender plumes as yet but trie,

In loucs soft laics and looser thoughts delight.

Then rouze thy feathers quickly Danicll,

And to what course thou please thy selfe

aduance

:

But most me seemes, thy accent will excell,

In Tragick plaints and passionate mischance.

And there that shepheard of the Ocean is.

That spends his wit in loues consuming smart

:

Full sweetly temprcd is that Muse of his 430

That can empierce a Princes mightie hart.

There also is (ah no, he is not now)

But since I said he is, he quite is gone,

Amyntas quite is gone and lies full low,

Hauing liis Aviaryllis left to mone.
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Helpe, ye shepheards helpe ye all in this,

Helpe Amaryllis this her losse to mourne;
Her losse is yours, your losse Amynlas is,

Amyntas floure of shepheards pride forlorne :

He whilest he liued was the noblest swaine.

That euer piped in an oaten quill

:

441
Both did he other, which could pipe, maintaine,

And eke could pipe himselfe with jmssing skill.

And there though last not least is Aetion,

A gentler shepheard may no where be found :

Whose Muse full of high thoughts inuention,

Doth like himselfe Heroically sound.

All tiiese, and many others mo remaine,

Now after Astro/ell is dead and gone :

But while as Astrojell did liue and raine, 450
Amongst all these was n:ne his I^aragone.

All these do florish in their sundry kynd.
And do their Cynthia immortall make :

Yet found I lyking in her royall mynd,
Not for my skill, but for that shcplieards sake.

Tlien spake a louely lasse, hight Liicida,

Shepheard, enough of shepheards thou hast

told.

Which fauour thee, and honour Cynthia :

But of so many Nymphs wliich she doth hold

In her retinew, thou hast nothing sayd
; 460

That seems, with none of them thou fauor

foundest.

Or art ingratefull to each gentle mayd,
Tliat none of all their due deserts rcsoundest.

Ah far be it (fjuotli Colin Clout) fro me,
Tliat I of gentle Mayds should ill deserue :

For that my selfe I do professc to be

Vassall to one, whom all my dayes I serue

;

The beamc of beaulic sparkled from abouc.

The floure of vertue and pure ciuislitic,

Theblossomeof sweet ioy and [x-rft-ct li)ue, 470
The jK-'arlc of i)ecrlcssc grace and nKxleslie :

To her n>y thoughts I daily dedicate,

To her my heart I nightly martyrize:

To her my lone I lowlv do prostrate.

To her my life I wholly s;icrirue :

My thought, my heart, my loue, my life is

shee,

And I hers cuer onely, cucr one :

One cuer I all v«mi(l lurs to Ix-e,

One cuer I, and oIIkts neucr none.

Tlii'ii tiius Mfltssii siiid ; Thrisc liappie Mayd,
Whom thou d(H-st so enforce to deilie : .;Hi

Tliat wo(k1s, and hills, and valleyes thou hast

made
lli-r name to cccho vnto luauen hie.

Jlut say, who else vouchsafed thee of grace ?

'Huy all ((juoth he) me gra< ed go<Klly well,

Tliat alt I praise, but in the highest place,

Vramu, sister vnto Aitro/dl,

In whose braue mynd, as in a golden cofer,

All heauenly gifts and riches locked are

:

More rich then pearles of Ytide, or gold oiOphtr,

And in her sex more wonderfull and rare. 491

Ne lesse praise worthie I Theana read.

Whose goodly beames though they be ouer

dight

With mourning stole of carefuU wydowhead.
Yet through that darksome vale do glister

bright

;

She is the well of bountie and braue mynd,
Excelling most in glorie and great light

:

She is the ornament of womankind.
And Courts chief garlond with all vertues dight.

Therefore great Cynthia her in chiefest grace

Doth hold, and next vnto her selfe aduance.

Well worthie of so honourable place, 502
For her great worth and noble gouernance.

Ne lesse praise worthie is her sister deare,

Faire Marian, the Muses onely darling :

Whose beautie shyneth as the morning chare.

With siluer deaw vjx)n the rcses {xrarUng.

Ne lesse praise worthie is Mansilia,

Best knowne by bearing vp great Cynlhiaes

traine

;

,

Tliat same is she to whom Daphnaida 510

V|X)n her neeces death 1 did complaine.

She is the paterne of true wonunhead.
And onely mirrhor of ftminitie :

Worthie next after Cynthia to tread,

As siie is next her in nt>bilitie.

Ne lesse praise worthie Galathea seemes,

Then best of all that honourable crew,

Faire Galathea with bright shining beames.

In flaming feeble eyes that her do view.

She there then waited vpon Cynthia, 520

Yet there is not her won, but liere with vs

Al)<)ut liie btjrders of our rich Coshma,

Now nuule of Maa the Nym[)h delilious.

Ne lesse praisworthie faire Sfina is,

Neara ours, not theirs, though there she bo,

For of the famous Shure, the Nymph she is,

For high desert, ailuaunst to that degnx-.

She is the blosome of grace and curtesie,

Adorned with all liomnirable jKirts

:

Slie is the braunch of true nobilitic, 5.^
Iklou'd of high ami low with f.iithfull lurl».

Ne lesse pr.iisw»»rthie StrlLi do 1 re.ul,

Tliougli nought my pr.iis* s of her neeiird arrr,

Whom verse of noblest sh«|>li«a»d l.i'

Hath prais'd and rais'tl uUuc ea<

starre.

Ne li'Vie- praisworthie are the sisters three,

The honor of the noble (aniilie :

Of \\lii« li I meanest Uxisl my wife to be,

Anil most tlul vnlu tluni 1 am m nic.
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Phyllis, Charillis, and sweet Amaryllis, 540
Phillis the faire, is eldest of the three :

The next to her, is bountiful! Charillis.

But th'youngest is the highest in degree.

Phyllis the floure of rare perfection,

Faire spreading forth her leaues with fresh

delight,

That with their beauties amorous reflexion,

Bereaue of sence each rash beholders sight.

But sweet Charillis is the Paragone

Of peerlesse price, and ornament of praise,

Admyr'd of all, yet enuied of none, 550
Through the myld temperance of her goodly

raies.

Thrice happie do I hold thee noble swaine,

The which art of so rich a spoile possest.

And it embracing deare without disdaine,

Hast sole possession in so chaste a brest

:

Of all theshepheards daughters which there bee,

(And yet there be the fairest vnder skie.

Or that elsewhere I euer yet did see)

A fairer Nymph yet neuer saw mine eie :

She is the pride and primrose of the rest, 560
Made by the maker selfe to be admired :

And like a goodly beacon high addrest,

That is with sparks of heauenle beautie fired.

But Amaryllis, whether fortunate,

Or else vnfortunate may I aread,

That freed is from Cupids yoke by fate,

Since which she doth new bands aduenture

dread.

Shepheard what euer thou hast heard to be

In this or that praysd diuersly apart, 569
In her thou maist them all assembled see,

And seald vp in the threasure of her hdrt.

Ne thee lesse worthie gentle Flauia,

For thy chaste life and vertue I esteeme :

Ne thee lesse worthie curteous Candida,

For thy true loue and loyaltie I deeme.

Besides yet many mo tliat Cynthia serue.

Right noble Nymphs, and high to be com-
mended :

But if I all should praise as they deserue,

This sun would faile me ere I halfe had ended.

Therefore in closure of a thankfull mynd, 580
I deeme it best to hold eternally,

Their bounteous deedsand noble fauoursshrynd,

Then by discourse them to indignifie.

So hauing said, Aglaura him bespake :

Colin, well worthie were those goodly fauours

Bestowd on thee, that so of them doest make,
And them requitest with thy thankfull labours.

But of great Cynthiaes goodnesse and high grace.

Finish the storic which thou hast begunne.
More eath (quoth he) it is in such a case 590

How to begin, then know how to haue donne.

For euerie gift and euerie goodly meed,
Which she on me bestowd, demaunds a day

;

And euerie day, in which she did a deed,

Demaunds a yeare it duly to display.

Her words were like a streame of honny fleeting,

The which doth softly trickle from the hiue :

Hable to melt the hearers heart vnweeting,

And eke to make the dead againe aliue. 599
Her deeds were like great clusters of ripe grapes,

Which load the braunches of the fruitful! vine :

Offring to fall into each mouth that gapes.

And fill the same with store of timely wine.

Her lookes were like beames of.themorningSun,

Forth looking through the windowes of the East

:

WTien first the fleecie cattell haue begun
Vpon the perled grasse to make their feast.

Her thoughts are like the fume of Franckin-

cence,

Wliich from a golden Censer forth doth rise :

And throwing forth sweet odours mounts fro

thence 610

In rolling globes \'p to the vauted skies.

There she beholds with high aspiring thought,

The cradle of her owne creation :

Emongst the seats of Angels heauenly wrought.

Much like an Angell in all forme and fashion.

Colin (said Cuddy then) thou hast forgot

Thy selfe,me seemes,too much, to mount so hie:

Such loftie flight, base shepheard seemeth not,

From flocks and fields, to Angels and to skie.

True (answered he) but her great excellence,

Lifts me aboue the measure of my might : 621

That being fild with furious insolence,

I feele my selfe like one yrapt in spright.

For when I thinke of her, as oft I ought,

Then want I words to speake it fitly forth :

And when I speake of her what I haue thought,

I cannot thinke according to her worth.

Yet will I thinke of her, yet will I speake.

So long as life my limbs doth hold together.

And when as death these vitall bands shall

breake, 630
Her name recorded I will leaue for euer.

Her name in euery tree I will endosse,

That as the trees do grow, her name may grow :

And in the ground each where will it engrosse.

And fill with stones, that all men may it know.

The speaking woods and murmuring waters fall,

Her name He teach in knowcn termes to frame

:

And eke my lambs when for their dams they call.

He teach to call for Cynthia by name.
And long while after I am dead and rotten ;

Amongst the shepheards daughters dancing

rownd, 641

My layes male of her shall not be forgotten.

But sung by them with flowry gyrlonds crownd.
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And ye, who so ye be, that shall surviue :

When as ye heare her memory renewed,

1 le witnesse of her bountie here aliue,

W'hichshe toColin her poore shepheard shewed.

Much was the whole assembly of those heards,

Moov'd at his speech, so feelingly he spake :

A id stood awhile astonisht at his words, 650
:1 Theslylis at last their silence brake,

.ing,Why Co/m, since thou foundstsuchgrace

W ith Cynthia and all her noble crew :

\\ hy didst thou euer leaue that happie place,

In which such wealth might vnto thee accrew ?

And back returnedst to this barrein soyle.

Where cold and care and penury do dwell

:

Here to keep sheepe, with hunger and with

toyle,

Most wretched he, that is and cannot tell.

Happie indeed (said Colin) I him hold, 660

That may that blessed presence still enioy,

Of fortune and of enuy vncomptrold.

Which still are wont most happiestates t'annoy

:

But I by that which little while I prooued :

Some part of those enormities did see.

The which in Court continually hooued.

And foUowd those which happie seemd to bee.

Therefore I silly man, whose former dayes

Had in rude fic-lds bene altogether spent, 669

Durst not aducnture such vnknowen waycs.

Nor trust the guile of fortunes blandishment,

But rather chose back to my sheep to tourne,

WTiose vtmost hardncsse I before had tryde.

Then hauing Icarnd rcjicntance late, to mourne
Emongst those wretches which I there descryde.

Shcj)heard (said Theslylis) it sccmes of si)ight

Thou si)cakcst thus gainst their felicitie,

Which thou cnuiest, rather then of right

That ought in them blamcworthie thou docst

spic. 679
Cause hane I none (quoth he) of cancred will

To quite them ill. that me demeand so well

:

liut sclfc-regard of |)riuate good or ill,

Moues me of each, so as I found, to tell,

And eke to wariie yotig shcpheards wandring
wit,

Which through report of that lines j)ainled

hiisse,

Abandon quiet home, to scekc for it,

And leaue their birnlK'S to lossc, misled amissc.

r'r)r s<K)th to say, it is no sort of life,

For shepheard fit to lead in that san>e place,

Where earli one seeks with malice and with
strife, inyo

To thrust (iowtiP other into foule disgrace,

Hitnselfe to raise : and he doth s(M)nesl rise

That iK'st ran handle his clereit full wit,

In subtil sliifts, and linrsl sleij-hts druise.

Either by slaundring his well deemed name,
Through leasings lewd, and fained forgerie :

Or else by breeding him some blot of blame,
By creeping close into his secrecie

;

To which him needs a guilefuU hollow hart,

Masked with faire dissembling curtesie, 700
A filed toung furnisht with tearmes of art.

No art of schoole, but Courtiers schoolery.

For arts of schoole haue there small counten-
ance,

Counted but toyes to busie ydle braines.

And there professours find small maintenance.
But to be instruments of others gaines.

Ne is there place for any gentle wit,

Vnlesse to please, it selfe it can applie :

But shouldred is, or out of doore quite shit,

As base, or blunt, vnmect for melodie. 710
For each mans worth is measured by his weed,
As harts by homes, or asses by their eares :

Yet asses been not all whose earcs exceed,

Nor yet all harts, that homes the highest beares.

For highest lookes haue not the highest mynd.
Nor haughtie words most full of highest

thoughts

:

But are like bladders blowen vp with wyijd,

That being prickt do vanish into noughts.

Euen sucii is all their vaunted vanitie,

Nought else but smoke, that fumetlisooncaway;
Such is their glorie that in simjile cie 721

Seemc greatest, when their garments are most
gay.

So they themselues for praise of foolcs do sell,

And all their wealth for painting on a wall ;

With price whereof, they buy a golden bill.

And purchace highest rowmes in Ijowre and
hall

:

Whiles single Truth and simple luMJestie

Do wander v[) and tiow ne despys'd of all ;

Their plaine attire such glorious gallantry 729
Disdaines so nnich, that none them in doth cill.

Ah Colin (then saiil Ilobbinol) the blame
Which thou imputest, is 1(k> genet.ill,

As if not any gentle wit of name.
Nor honest mynd might there Ix.' fouml at .ill.

I'"or well I wot, sith 1 my selfe was there,

To wail on I.ohbiti {I.ohbin well thou knewest)

I'lill many worthie ones then wai'i.ig were,

As euer else in Trinoes Court tluui vewcst.

Of which, among you numy yet renminc, 739
Whose names I raimot readily n<nv ghcssc

:

Th(»se tliat |KX)re Sutors pajK-rs do rcliiino,

And those that skill of nicdirine profcssc.

And tli(»se that do t«) ^^ ' >ouiul

The ledtien of strann;T I in rhar|;e:

For Cynlhiii <Iotli ii

And giucs to tlicir |
1 ! largr.
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Therefore vniustly thou doest vvyte them all,

For that which thou mislikedst in a few.

Blame is (quoth he) more blamelesse generall,

Then that which priuate errours doth pursew :

For well I wot, that there amongst them bee,

Full many persons of right worthie parts, 752
Both for rej^ort of spotlesse honestie,

And for profession of all learned arts,

Whose praise hereby no whit impaired is,

Though blame do light on those that faultie bee,

For all the rest do most-what fare amis,

And yet their owne misfaring will not see

:

For either they be puffed vp with pride,

Or fraught with enuie that their galls do swell,

Or they their dayes to ydlenesse diuide, 761

Or drownded lie in pleasures wastefuU well,

In which like Moldwarps nousling still they

lurke,

VnmyndfuU of chiefe parts of manlinesse,

And do themselues for want of other worke,

Vaine votaries of laesie loue professe.

Whose seruice high so basely they ensew,

That Cupid selfe of them ashamed is.

And mustring all his men in Venus vew.
Denies them quite for seruitors of his. 770
And is loue then (said Corylas) once knowne

In Court, and his sweet lore professed there .''

I weened sure he was our God alone :

And only woond in fields and forests here.

Not so (quoth he) loue most aboundeth
there.

For all the walls and windows there arc writ.

All full of loue, and loue, and loue my deare,

And all their talke and studie is of it.

Ne any there doth braue or valiant seeme,

Vnlesse that some gay Mistresse badge he

beares

:

780
Ne any one himselfe doth ought esteeme,

Vnlesse he swim in loue vp to the cares.

But they of loue and of his sacred lere,

(As it should be) all otherwise deuise,

Then we poore slicpheards are accustomd here,

And him do sue and serue all otherwise.

For with lewd speeches and licentious deeds,

His mightie mysteries they do prophane,
And vse his ydle name to other needs.

But as a comj^lement for courting vaine. 790
So him they do not serue as they professe.

But make him serue to them for sordid vses,

Ah my dread Lord, that doest liege hearts

possesse,

Aueiige thy selfe on them for their abuses.

But we poore shepheards, whether riglilly so,

Or through our rudcnesse into errour led,

Do mtike religion how we rashly go.

To serue that God, that is so greatly dred ;

For him the greatest of the Gods we deeme, i
Borne without Syre or couples, of one kynd, I
For Venus selfe doth soly couples seeme, 801

Both male and female, through commixtureioynd,
So pure and spotlesse Cupid forth she brought,
And in the gardens of Adonis nurst

:

Where growing, he his owne perfection wrought.
And shortly was of all the Gods the first.

Then got he bow and shafts of gold and lead.

In which so fell and puissant he grew.

That loue himselfe his powre began to dread,

And taking vp to heauen, him godded new.
From thence he shootes his arrowes euery where
Into the world, at randon as he will, 812

On vs fraile men, his wretched vassals here,

Like as himselfe vs pleaseth, saue or spill.

So we him worship, so we him adore
With humble hearts to heauen vplifted hie.

That to true loues he may vs euermore
Preferre, and of their grace vs dignifie :

Ne is there shepheard,ne yet shcpheardsswaine,
What euer feeds in forest or in field, 820
That dare with euil deed or leasing vaine

Blaspheme his powre, or termesvnworthie yield.

Shepheard it seemes that some celestiall rage

Of loue (quoth Oi^Jy) is breath'd into thy brest.

That powreth forth these oracles so sage,

Of that high powre.wherewith thou art possest.

But neuer wist I till this present day
Albe of loue I alwayes humbly deemed,
That he was such an one, as thou doest say,

And so religiously to be esteemed. 830
Well may it seeme by this thy deep insight,

That of that God the Priest thou shouldest bee:

So well thou wot'st the mysterie of his might,

As if his godhead thou didst present see.

Of loues perfection perfectly to speake,

Or of his nature rightly to define.

Indeed (said Colin) passetii reasons reach,

And needs his priest t'expresse his powre diuine.

For long before the world he was y'bore

And bred aboue in Venus bosome deare : 840
For by his powre the world was made of yore,

And all that therein wondrous doth appcare.

For how should else things so far from attone

And so great enemies as of them bee,

Be euer drawne together into one,

And taught in such accordance to agree ?

Through him the cold began to couet heat,

And water fire ; the light to mount on hie,

And th'heauie downe to peize ; the hungry t'eat

And voydnesse to seekc full satietie. 850
So being former foes, they wcxcd friends.

And gan by lille Icarne to loue each other

:

So being knit, they brought forth other kynds

Out of the fruitfuUwombe of their great mother.
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Then first gan heauen out of darknesse dread

For toappeare, and brought forth chearfuUday:

Next gan the earth to shew her naked head,

Out of deep waters which her drownd alway.

And shortly after, euerie lining wight 859
Crept forth like wormes out of her slimie nature,

Soone as on them the Suns life giuing light.

Had powred kindly heat and formall feature.

Thenceforth they gan each one his like to loue,

And like himselfe desire for to beget.

The Lyon chose his mate, the Turtle Doue
Her deare, the Dolphin his owne Dolphinct

:

But man that had the sparke of reasons might,

More then the rest to rule his passion.

Chose for his loue the fairest in his sight.

Like as himselfe was fairest by creation. 870

For beautie is the bayt which with delight

Doth man allure, for to enlarge his kynd,

Beautie the burning lamp of heauens light,

Darting her beamcs into each feeble mynd :

Against whose powre,norGodnor man can fynd,

Defence, ne ward the daunger of the wound,
But being hurt, seeke to be medicynd
Of her that first did stir that mortall stownd.

Then do they cry and call to loue apace,

With praiers lowd importuning the skie, 880

Whence he them heares, and wlien he list shew
grace,

Doesgrauntthemgrace that otherwise would die.

So loue is Lord of all the world by right,

And rules the creatures by his powrfull saw :

All being made the vassalls of his might,

Through secret sencc wliicli therto doth them
draw.

Thus ought all loners of their lord to dccmc :

And with chaste heart to honor him alway :

But who so else doth otherwise esteemc,

Arc outlawes, and his lore do disobay. 890

For their desire is base, and doth not merit.

The name of loue. but of disloyall lust

:

Ne mongst true loners they shall place inherit,

But as lixuls out of his court Ix: thrust.

So hauiiig said, Melissa spake at will,

Colin, tho\i now full deeply hiist divynd :

Of loue and Ix'autic. and with wondrous skill,

Hast Ciifuil sclfe (li'paiiitt<l itt Wis kyiul.

To tiiee are all true loners grtativ lM)un(l, 89*^

That doest their cause s«) mightily defend :

But most, all wetnen are thy debtors found,

Tl»at(l(Kst lheirlK)untieslillsomu<hrommentl.

That ill (said Uobbinol) they him recjuitc,

For hauing joucd eucr one most deare :

He is repayd with scorne an<l f<»Mle desjiitc,

Tliat yrkes each gentle heart which it dotli

hcare.

Indeed (said Liuid) I haue often heard

Faire Rosalind of diuers fowly blamed :

For being to that swaine too cruell hard.

That her bright glorie else hath much defamed.

But who can tell what cause liad that faire

Mayd 911

To \se him so that vsed her so well

:

Or who with blame can iustly her \'pbrayd.

For louing not ? for who can loue compell ?

And sooth to say, it is foolhardie thing,

Rashly to wyten creatures so diuine.

For demigods they be and first did spring

From heauen, though graft in frailnesse

feminine.

.And well I wote, that oft I heard it sjX)ken,

How one that fairest Helaic did rcuile : 920

Through iudgement of the Gods to been

ywroken
Lost both his eyes and so remaynd long while,

Till he recanted had his wicked rimes.

And made amends to her with treble juaise :

Beware therefore, ye groomes, 1 read betimes,

How rashly blame of Rosalind ye raise.

Ah shepiieards (then said Colin) ye ne weet

How great a guilt vnon your heads ye dpaw :

To nuike so bold a cioome with words vnmeit.

Of thing celestiall which ye neuer saw. 930

For she is not like as the other crew

Of shepheards daughters which emongst you

bee.

But of diuine regard and heauenly hew.

Excelling all that euer ye did sec.

Not then to her that scorned thing so Ixxse,

But to my selfe the blame that lookt so hie :

So hie her thougiits as sIjc her selfe haue place,

And l(vath each lowly thing with lofiic eic.

Yet so much grace let her vouchs^ife to grant

To siniple swaine. sith her I may not loue :

Vet that I may her iionour juravant, 941

And praise her worth, though far my wit aboue,

Such grace shall Ik* some guerdon for the gricfc,

And long aflliction which 1 haue endured :

Such grace someliincs shall giuc me some

relicfc,

And case of lainc which cannot be recured.

And ye n»y fellow shepheards which <lo sec

Anti heare the Lmguour. of my tt>o long dyu»g,

\'rito the world for euer wilnesse lx*c,

That hers I die. nought to the worlil denying.

This sintple trophe of her great conqucM. 951

St) hauing endetl, he from ground did rise,

And after him vprosc rkc all the rc5t

:

All loth to inirt, but that the gltKuning skies

Warnd them to draw ihcir bleating IkKks to

rest.
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Astrophel.
C^Hepheards that wont on pipes of oaten reed,

w3 OJt times to plaine your hues concealed smart

:

And with your piteous layes haue learnd to breed

Compassion in a countrey lasses hart.

Hearken ye gentle shepheards to my song,

And place my dolejull plaint your plaints emong.

To you alone I sing this tnournfull verse.

The mournjidst verse that eucr man heard tell

:

To you whose softened hearts it may empierse.

With dolours dart for death 0/ Astrophel. 10

To you I sing and to none other luight.

For well I wot my rymes bene rudely dighl.

Yet as they been, if any nycer wit

Shdl hap to heare, or couet them to read :

Thinke he, that such are for such ones most fit,

Made not to please the Ituing but the dead.

And if in himfoutid pity euer place.

Let him be moov'd to pity such a case.

A Gentle Shepheard borne in Arcady,

Of gentlest race that euer shepheard bore

:

About the grassie bancks of Ilcrrnony,

Did keepe his sheep, his litle stock and store.

Full carefully he ke[)t them day and night,

In fairest fields, and Astrophel he hight.

Young Astrophel the pride of siiepheards praise,

Young Astrophel the rusticke htsses loue :

Far passing all the pastors of his daies,

In all tliat seemly she[)heard might l)choue. 10

In one thing onely fayling of the best,

That he was not so happic as the rest.

For from the time that first the Nymph his

mf)ther

Ilim forth did bring, and taught her lambs to

feed,

A sclender swaine exc« lling far v:\r\\ otiier.

In comely sha|)c, like her that did him breed,

lie grew vp fast in gcxxhiesse and in gnire,

And doubly fairc wox Ixith \u mynd and fucc.

V\'hirh daily more aiul more he (hd augment,
\ ilh geiille vs;ige and demeanure myld : 20

I lial all mens hearts with secret rauishmenl

He stole awav, and weetinglv ln-guvM.

Ne spight it selfe that all gcxMJ thmgn doth spill.

Found ought iti him, tluit hIic cmild luiy wa*i ill.

His s|X)rts were fain*, his ioyance innocent.

Sweet without sowre, and honny with«Mil gall:

And he himvllc M-eiu'l made for meriment,

Merily masking l>oth in l><twre and hall.

There was no pleasure nor delight full play,

When Astrof'liil SI) cmr Uif. u«;iv. JO

For he could pipe and daunce, and caroll sweet,

Emongst the shepheards in their shearing feast

:

As Somers larke that with her song doth greet

The dawning day forth comming from the East.

And layes of loue he also could compose.
Thrise happie she, whom he to praise did chose.

Full many Maydens often did him woo,

Them to vouchsafe emongst his rimes to name.
Or make for them as he was wont to doo,

For her that did his heart with loue inflame.

For which they promised todight, for him, 41
Gay chapelets of flowers and gyrlonds trim.

And manyaNymph both of the wood and brooke,

Soone as his oaten pi|)e began to shrill

:

15<ith christall wells and sliadie groucs forsooke,

To heare the charmes of his enchanting skill.

And brought him presents, flowers if it were

prime.

Or mellow fruit if it were harucst time.

But he for none of them did care a whi^.

Yet wood Gotls for them often sighed sore : 50
Ne U)T their gifts vnworlhie of his wit.

Yet not vnworlhie of the countries store.

For one alone he caret!, for one he sight.

His lifes desire, and his dcare loucs delight.

Stella the faire, the fairest star in skic.

As faire as I'rtiu^i or the fairest faire :

A fairer itar saw neuer lining eie.

Shot hersluirpjtoinli-dlK-.mies through purest aire.

Her he did loue, her he alone ilitl honor.

His thoughts, his rimes, his songs were all vpt)n

her. 60

To her he vowd the seruicc of his dairs,

On her he siKMit the riches of his wit :

For her he made hvmni-s of itnnu>rlall praise,

Of onely her he sung, he tlioni'hf . tie uril.

Her, and but her. of loue h Icvineil,

For all the rest but litle lu 1.

Ne her with ydle words alone he wowetl.

Ami verM-s vaine <

Hu' with braiie dr.

And Ixtld atchteueUKiils li< j

Kor lH)th in deetU und \\«>t. ,

I kith wi.v> and hardie (too luirdir alas).

In wnsti Me, and in rrni 't.

In sh«M»i ,undin«»wii ""r

:

Well ma.lr I., tiike. to thf'

AikI all tlw s|«.rts »h:if »h.

In euerv one he \

lie Minquisht all, of non<i
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Besides, in hunting, such felicitie,

Or rather infelicitie he found : 80

That euery field and forest far away,

He sought, where saluage beasts do most
abound.

No beast so saluage but he could it kill,

No chace so hard, but he therein had skill.

Such skill matcht with such courage as he had,

Did prick him foorth with proud desire of

praise

:

To seek abroad, of daunger nought y'drad.

His mistresse name, and his owne fame to raise.

What needcth perill to be sought abroad,

Since round about vs, it doth make aboad ?

It fortuned, as he that perilous game 91

In forreine soyle pursued far away :

Into a forest wide and waste he came
Where store he heard to be of saluage pray.

So wide a forest and so waste as this,

Nor famous Ardeyn, nor fowle Arlo is.

There his welwouen toyles and subtil traines

He laid, the brutish nation to enwrap :

So well he wrought with practise and with
paines, 99

That he of them great troups did soone entrap.

Full happie man (misweening much) was hee.

So rich a spoile within his power to see.

Eftsoones all heedlesse of his dearest hale,

Full greedily into the heard he thrust

:

To slaughter them, and worke their finall bale.

Least that his toyle should of their troups be
brust.

Wide wounds emongst themmany one he made,
Now with his sharp borespear, now with his

blade.

His care was all how he them all might kill.

That none might scape (so partiall vnto none)
111 mynd so much to mynd anothcrs ill, 1 1

1

As to become vnmyndfull of his owne.
But pardon that vnto the cruell skies.

That from himselfe to them withdrew his eies.

So as he rag'd emongst that beastly rout,

A cruell beast of most accursed brood
Vpon him turnd (despeyre makes cowards stout)

And with fell tooth accustomed to blood, 118
Launched his thigh with so mischieuous might.
That it both bone and muscles ryued quight.

So deadly was the dint and deep the wound.
And sohugestreames of blood thereout did flow,

That he endured not the direfuU stound,

But on the cold deare earth himselfe did throw.

The whiles the captiue heard his nets did rend,

And hauing none to let, to wood did wend.

Ah where were ye this while his shepheard peares.

To whom aliue was nought so deare as hee :

And ye faire Mayds the matches of his yeares,

Which in his grace did boast you most to bee ?

Ah where were ye, when he of you had need,

To stop his wound that wondrously did bleed ?

Ah wretched boy the shape of drcryhead.

And sad ensample of mans suddein end :

Full litle faileth but thou shalt be dead,
Vnpitied, vnplaynd, of foe or frend.

Whilest none is nigh, thine eylids vp to close,

And kisse thy lips like faded leaues of rose.

A sort of shepheards sewing of the chace.

As they the forest raunged on a day : 140
By fate or fortune came vnto the place.

Where as the lucklesse boy yet bleeding lay.

Yet bleeding lay, and yet would still haue bled,

Had not good hap those shepheards thether led.

They stopt his wound (too late to stop it was)

And in their armes then softly did him reare

:

Tho (as he wild) vnto his loued lasse.

His dearest loue him dolefully did beare.

The dolefulst beare that euer man did see.

Was Aslrophel, but dearest vnto mee. 150

She when she saw her loue in such a plight,

With crudled blood and filthie gore deformed

:

That wont to be with flowers andgyrlonds dight,

And her deare fauours dearly well adorned.
Her face, the fairest face, that eye mote see,

She likewise did deforme like him to bee.

Her yellow locks that shone so bright and long,

As Sunny beames in fairest somers day
She fiersly tore, and with outragious wrong
From her red cheeks the roses rent away. 160

And her faire brest the threasury of ioy.

She spoyld thereof, and filled with annoy.

His palled face impictured with death,

She bathed oft with teares and dried oft

:

And with sweet kisses suckt the wasting breath,

Out of his lips like lillies pale and soft.

And oft she cald to him, who answerd nought,

But oncly by his lookes did tell his thought.

The rest of her impatient regret.

And piteous mone the which she for him made,
No toong can tell, nor any forth can set, 171

But he whose heart like sorrow did inuade.

At last when paine his vitall powres had spent,

His wasted life her weary lodge forwent.

Which when she saw, she staied not a whit,

But after him did make vntimcly haste

:

Forth with her ghost out of her corps did flit,

And followed her make like Turtle chaste.

To jjroue that death their hearts cannot diuide,

Wl^ich liuing were in loue so firmly tide. 180
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The Gods which all things see, this same beheld,

And pittying this paire of louers trew,

Transformed them there lying on the field,

Into one flowre that is both red and blew.

It first growes red, and then to blew doth fade,

Like Aslrophel, which thereinto was made.

And in the midst thereof a star appeares.

As fairly formd as any star in skyes :

Resembling Stella in her freshest yeares,

Forth darting beames of beautie from her eyes,

And all the day it standeth full of deow, 191

Which is the tcares, that from her eyes did flow.

That hearbe of some, Starlight is cald by name.
Of others Penthia, tliough not so well

But thou where euer thou doest finde the same,

From this day forth do call it Asirophel.

And when so euer thou it vp doest take,

Do pluck it softly for that shepheards sake.

Hereof when tydiugs far abroad did passe,

The shepheards all which loued him full deare,

And sure full deare of all he loued was, 201

Did thether flock to see what they did heare.

And when that pittcous spectacle tlicy vewed.

The same with bitter teares they all bedewed.

And euery one did make exceeding monc,
With inward anguish and great griefe opprest

:

And euery one did weep and waile, and mone,

And meanes deviz'd to shew his sorrow best.

That from that hourc since first on grassic

greene

Shepheards kept sheep, was not like mourning
seen. 210

But first his sister that Clorinda hight,

Tlie gentlest shcphcardcsse that lines this day :

And most resembling lx)lh in slui|)e and spright

Her brother deare, Ix-gan this dolcfull lay-

Which least I marre the sweet nessc of the

vcarsc,

In sort as she it sung, I will rciiearsc.

AY mc, to whom shall I my case com-
plainc,

'Diat may cnmjKission my imputieiit griefe ?

' »i where sli.ill I enfold my inw.ird painc,

'I'hat my enriucn lie.irl may find rcliefe t

Shall I vnlo the licaiuhly |x)wres it show ?

Or vnto earthly men that dwell IkIow ?

To heauens ? ah they alas the authors were,

AikI workers of my vnrcmedicil wo :

For they foresee what to vs hap|)cns here,

And they fores;iw. yet suflred this lie so. 10

From tlutn comes k^xxI, from hem come*
also il,

Tliat which they made, who can thi-rn warnc
toHpill.

To men ? ah they alas hke wretched bee,

And subiect to the heauens ordinance :

Bound to abide what ewer they decree,

Their best redresse, is tlieir best suflerance.

How then can they, like wretched, comfort

mee,

The wliich no lesse, need comforted to bee ?

Then to my selfe will I my sorrow mourne,
Sith none aliue like sorrowfuU rcmaines : 20
And to my selfe my plaints shall back retourne.

To pay their vsury with doubled paines.

The woods, the hills, the riuers shall resound

Tlie mournful] accent of my sorrowes ground.

Woods, hills and riuers, now are desolate,

Sith he is gone the which them all did grace

:

And all the fields do waile their widow state,

Sith death their fairest tlowre did bte deface.

The fairest tlowre in field that euer grew.

Was Astrophd ; that was, we all may rew,

What cruell hand of cursed foe vnknowne, 31

Hath cropt the stalke which bore so faire a
flow re ?

Vntimely cro|it, before it well were grownc,

And cleane defaced in vntimely hcwre.

Great losse to all that euer him did see,

Great losse to all, but greatest losse to mee.

Breakc now your gyrlonds, O ye shepheards

lasses,

Sith the faire flowre, which thcmadornd.isgon:

Tlie flowre, which tluin adornd, is gone lo

iishes,

Neuer ag.'.inc let lasse put gyrlond on. 40
In stead of gyrloml, weare s;id t\\ pres nowe,

And bitter Elder, broken from the bowe.

Nc euer sing the loue-hiyes which he made,

W ho euer made such laycs of luue ius hcc ?

Ne euer rcail the riddles, which he s.iyd

Vnto your seines, to nuikc you nury glee.

Vour mery glee is now Liid all abed.

Your mery maker now ahussc b dead.

IVath the deuourer of all worKIs delight,

Math robl)ed you and red fro me njv ioy : 50

iJolh you and me, and all the world lie quight

Hath roUl of ioyancc, and left muI annov.

Ioy of the world, ami shepheards pmle wasly 01

iiee,

Shepheards hope neuer like a^aine to sec.

Oh death that Iwst \*s of such riches reft,

Tell vs at least, what hast thini with il done ?

What is |>cromc of him whme Howre here left

I« hut the s\\ '

"
lie.

StnuM- lik« : ' It he WA«.

Nought like, Uil lluil he hUc a sha«ic

did \<at. tiO
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But that immortall spirit, which was deckt

With all the dowries of celestiall grace

:

By soueraine choyce from Ih'heuenly quires

select,

And lineally deriv'd from Angels race,

what is now of it become, aread.

Ay me, can so diuine a thing be dead ?

Ah no : it is not dead, ne can it die,

But Hues for aie, in blisfuU Paradise :

Where like a new-borne babe it soft doth lie.

In bed of lillies wrapt in tender wise. 70

And compast all about with roses sweet,

And daintie violets from head to feet.

There thousand birds all of celestiall brood,

To him do sweetly caroll day and night

:

And with straunge notes, of him wellvnderstood.

Lull him a sleep in Angelick delight

;

Wliilest in sweet dreame to him presented bee

Immortall beauties, which no eye may see.

But he them sees and takes exceeding pleasure

Of their diuine aspects, appearing plaine, 80

And kindling loue in him aboue all measure.

Sweet loue still ioyous, neuer feeling paine.

For what so goodly forme he there doth see.

He may enioy from icalous rancor free.

There liueth he in euerlasting blis,

Sweet spirit neuer fearing more to die

;

Ne dreading harme from any foes of his,

Ne fearing saluage beasts more crueltie.

Whilestwe here wretches waile his priuate lack, J
And with vaine vowes do often call him back. 1

But Hue thou there still happie, happie spirit,

And giue vs leaue thee here thus to lament

:

Not thee that doest thy heauens ioy inherit.

But our owne selues that here in dole are drent.

Thus do we weep and waile, and wear our eies,

Mourning in others, our owne miseries.

Which when she ended had, another swaine

Of gentle wit and daintie sweet deuice :

Whom Aslrophel full deare did entertaine, 99
Whilest here he liv'd, and held in passing price,

Hight Theslylis, began his mournfuU tourne,

And made the Muses in his song to mourne.

And after him full many other moe,
As euerie one in order lov'd him best,

Gan dight themselues t'expresse their inward
woe,

With dolefuU layes rnto the time addrest.

The which I here in order will rehearse.

As fittest flowres to deck his mournful! hearse.

The 7noiir7ii7ig Muse of Thestylis.

COme forth ye Nymphes come forth, forsake your watry bowres.

Forsake your mossy caues, and help me to lament

:

Help me to tune my dolefull notes to gurgling sound

Of Liffies tumbling strcames : Come let salt teares of ours,

Mix with his waters fresh. come, let one consent

loyne vs to mourne with wailfull plaints the deadly wound
Which fatall clap hath made ; decreed by higher powres.

The dreery day in which they haue from vs yrent

The noblest plant that might from East to West be found.

]\Iourne, mourn, great Philips fall, mourn we his wofuU end,

Whom spitefuU death hath pluct vntimely from the tree,

Whiles yet his yeares in flowre, did promise worthie frute.

Ah dreadfull Mars why didst thou not thy knight defend ?

What wrathfull mood, what fault of ours hath moued thee

Of such a shining light to leaue vs destitute ?

Thou with benigne aspect sometime didst vs behold,

Thou hast in Britons valour tane delight of old.

And with thy presence oft vouchsaft to attribute

Fame and rcnowme to vs for glorious martiall deeds.

But now thy ireful hemes haue chill'd our harts with cold
;

Thou hast estrang'd thy self, and deigncst not our land :

Farre off to others now, thy fauour honour breeds.

And high disdaine doth cause thee shun our clime (I fcare)

For hadst thou not bene wroth, or that time neare at hand.
Thou wouldst haue heard the cry that woful England made.
Eke Zelands piteous plaints, and Hollands toren heare

10

20
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Would haply haue appeas'd thy diuine angry mynd :

Thou shouldst haue seen the trees refuse to yeeld their shade,
And wailing to let fall the honor of their head,
And birds in mournfull tunes lamenting in their kinde

:

30
Vp from his tombe the mightie Corinens rose.

Who cursing oft the fates that this mishap had bred,
His hoary locks he tare, calling the heauens vnkinde.
The Thames was heard to roare, the J^tyne and eke the Mose,
The Schald, the Danoiv sclfe this great mischance did rue.

With torment and with grief ; their fountains pure and cleere

Were troubled, and with swelling flouds declar'd tiicir woes.
The Muses comfortles, the Nymphs with paled hue,
The Siluan Gods likewise came running farre and neere,

And all with teares bedeawd, and eyes cast vp on hie, 40
O help, help ye Gods, they ghastly gan to crie.

chaunge the cruell fate of this so rare a wight,

And graunt that natures course may measure cut his age.

The beasts their foode forsooke, and trembling fearfullv.

Each sought his cane or den, this cry did them so friglit.

Out from amid the wanes, by storme then stirr'd to rage
This crie did cause to rise tli'old father Ocean hoarc.

Who graue with eld, and full of maiestie in sight,

Spake in this wise. Refrain (quoth he) your teares and plaints,

Cease these your idle words, make vaine requests no more. t;c

No humble sjxjech nor nione, may mouc the fixed stint ,

Of destinie or deatjj : Such is his will that |)aints

The earth with colours fresh ; tlie darkest skies with store

Of starry lights : And though your teares a hart of Hint

Might tender make, yet nougiit herein they will preuaile.

Whiles thus he said, the noble knight, who gan to fccle

His vitall force to faint, and death with cruell dint

Of direfull dart his mortull Ijodie to ass;iile.

With eyes lift vp to hcav'n, and courage frankeas Steele,

With clicc-full Uicv, where valour linely was cxprest, 60
But humble myiui he Siiid. Lord if ought this fraile

And earthly carcassc haue thy seruice sought t'aduaunce,

If n)y desire haue Ik-uc still to nlieue th'opprest :

If Justice to maintaine that valour I haue spent

Which thou me gau'st ; or if iienceforth I might aduauncc
Thy name, thy truth, then spare me (Lord) li thou think best

;

Forlx-'are these vnrii>c yeari-s. Hut if thy will Ik* bent,

.If that prefixed time Ik romc which thou hast set.

Through pure and ferucnt faitli, I ho|H' now to Ik' |)l.ust,

In th'fiierlasting blis, which witlj thy precious |)|(mmI ^O
Thou purchase didst f(»r vs. With that a sigli he (ct,

And straight a clotidie mist h • ucnast,

Ilis lij)s waxt jwile and wan, I' ke rosi-s luitl

(^ist frotn the slalkc, or like in tiriti tr) purple llowre,

Which languisheth lK.-ing Nhrctl by rulter as it |Mist.

A trembling chillv cold ran tliro^li their vcines, which were
With eicH briinfull of tcari*i« to m-o bin fatall howre.
WIkisc bluslring sighcn nl lir>l their sorrow dul <lc<liiri\

Next, miirniuring ensude ; ul Lu»t thcv itt»t Jorl»cjire

I'lainr outrrirs, ull ugauist the h(niu'n>i that rnuiously 80
I)«'privM vs of a s|>righl so |>cr(e<t and sd larr.

The Sun his light.suiii bcunteb did sliruwd, and hide hit fuce
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For griefe, whereby the earth feard night eternally

:

The mountaines eachwhere shooke, the riuers turn'd their streames,

And th'aire gan winterlike to rage and fret apace

:

And grisly ghosts by night were seene, and fierie gleames,

Amid the clouds with claps of thunder, that did seeme
To rent the skies, and made both man and beast afeard

:

The birds of ill presage this lucklesse chance foretold,

By dernfuU noise, and dogs with howling made man deeme 90
Some mischief was at hand : for such they do esteeme

As tokens of mishap, and so haue done of old.

Ah that thou hadst but heard his louely Stella plaine

Her greeuous losse, or seene her heauie mourning cheere,

While she with woe opprest, her sorrowes did vnfold.

Her haire hung lose neglect, about her shoulders twaine,

And from those two bright starres, to him sometime so deere,

Her heart sent drops of pearle, which fell in foyson downe
Twixt lilly and the rose. She wroong her hands with paine,

And piteously gan say. My true and faithful! pheere, icx)

Alas and woe is me, why should my fortune frowne

On me thus frowardly to rob me of my ioy ?

What cruell enuious hand hath taken thee away,
And with thee my content, my comfort and my stay ?

Thou onelie wast the ease of trouble and annoy :

When they did me assaile, in thee my hopes did rest.

Alas what now is left but grief, that night and day
Afflicts this wofull life, and with continual! rage

Torments ten thousand waies my miserable brest ?

greedie enuious heau'n what needed thee to haue lio

Enricht with such a lewell this vnhappie age,

To take it back againe so soone ? Alas when shall

Mine eies see ought that may content them, since thy graue

My onely treasure hides the ioyes of my poore hart ?

As here with thee,on earth I liv'd, euen so equall

Methinkes it were with thee in heau'n I did abide

:

And as our troubles all we here on earth did part,

So reason would that there of thy most happie state

1 had my share. Alas if thou my trustie guide

Were wont to be, how canst thou leaue me thus alone IM
In darknesse and astray ; weake, wearie, desolate,

Plung'd in a world of woe, refusing for to take

Me with thee, to the place of rest where thou art gone.

This said, she held her peace, for sorrow tide her toong
;

And insteed of more words, seemd that her eies a lake

Of teares had bene, they flow'd so plcntcously thercfro

:

And with her sobs and sighs, th'aire round about her roong.

If Venus when she waild her deare Adonis slaine,

Ought moov'd in thy fiers hart compassion of her woe.

His noble sisters plaints, her sighes and teares emong, 130

Would sure haue made thee milde, and inly rue her paine

:

Aurora halfe so faire, her selfe did neuer show.

When from old Tithons bed, shce weeping did arise.

The blinded archer-boy, like larke in showre of raine

Sat bathing of his wings, and glad the time did spend
Vnder those cristall drops, which fell from her faire eies,

And at their brightest beames him proynd in louely wise.

Yet sorie for her grief, which he could not amend,
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The gentle boy gan wipe her eies, and clear those lights,

Those lights through which, his glory and his conquests shine. 140

The Graces tuckt her hair, whicli hung like threds of gold,

Along her yuorie brest the treasure of delights.

All things with her to weep, it seemed, did encline,

The trees, the hills, the dales, the caues, the stones so cold.

The aire did help them niourne, with dark clouds, raine and mist.

Forbearing many a day to cleare it selfe againe,

Which made them eftsooncs feare the daies of Pirrha shold.

Of creatures Sjwile the earth, their fatall threds vntwist.

For Phosbus gladsome raies were w ishcd for in vaine,

And with her quiuering light Lalotuis daughter faire, 15**

And Charles-'icaine eke refus'd to be the shipmans guide.

On Neptune warre was made by Aeolus and his traine.

Who letting loose the winds, tost and tormented th'aire,

So that on eu'ry coast men shipwrack did abide,

Or else were swallowed vp in oj^en sea with waues,

And such as came to shoare, were beaten with despaire.

The Medwaies siluer streames, that wont so still to slide,

Were troubled now and wrothe : whose hidden hollow caues

Along his banks with fog then shrowded from mans eye,

Ay Phillip did resownd, aie Phillip they did crie. l6o
His Nimphs were seen no more (thogh custom stil it craues)

With haire sprcd to the wynd themsclues to bath or sport,

Or with the hooke or net. barefcK)tLd wantonly *

The pleasant daintie li>h to entangle or decciue.

The shepheards left their wonted places of resort,

Their bagjiipes now were still ; their louing mery laves

Were quite forgot ; and now their flocks, men might ivrceiue

To wander and to straie, all carclesly neglect.

And in the stead of mirth and pleasure, nights and daycs,

Nought els was to be heard, but woes, complaints and mono. 170

Hut thou (O blessed soule) doest ha|)ly not res|)ect.

These teares we shcad, though full ot louing jiure atlect,

Ilauing aflixt thine eyes on thai most glorious throne.

Where full of maiestie the high creator reignes.

In whose bright shining fare thy joyes are all complete.

Whose louc kiiifiles thy spright. where happie alwaies one,

Thou liu'st in blis that earthly |»;is.si(jn nener Staines ;

Where from the purest s|)ring the sacred Nfclar swectc

Is thy continnall flrinke : where thou doest gather now
Of well emploie«l life, th'inestimable gaines. 180

There Vftius on thee smiles, Apollo giiies thee niarc,

And Mars in reuerent wise tloth to tiiy vertue Im)W,

And dec ks his fiery sphere, to do thee h(»nour most.

In highest part whereof, thy valour ft»r to grace,

A chaire of gold he setts to thee, and there doth tell

Tliy noble act.s nrcw, whereby cuen they that Uxi-st

Themselucs of aunrient fame, a* lUrrhus, liatitiihall,

Sfipio and Ctrsar, with the xvs\ that did excel!

In niartiall prctwesv. high thv glorie do n<hnire.

Ail haile tlurtfore () worthic- Phillip immortall. I90

The llowrr f)f Sydtiryrs race, the honour of thy name,
Whose worthir praise to sing, my Musts not aspire.

Tint sorrowfull and s.id tins*- te.jrrs to ther let f.ill,

Yet with their verses might so t.irre and wide thy fame
Extend, that cnuiet rnf^t, nor time might em] the stxnw.

T3
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^ pastorall ^eglogue vpon the death of

Sir Phillip Sidney Knight, Mc.
Lycon, Colin.

COlin, well fits thy sad cheare this sad
stownd,

This wofullstownd, wherein all thingscomplaine
This great mishap, this greeuous losse of owres.

Hear'st thou the Oro-ivn? how with hollow

sownd
He slides away, and murmuring doth plaine,

And seemes to say vnto the fading flowres.

Along his bankes, vnto the bared trees
;

Phillisides is dead. Vp iolly swaine,

Thou that with skill canst tune a dolefull lay,

Help him to mourn. My hart with grief doth
freese, lo

Hoarse is my voice with crying, else a part

Sure would I beare, though rude: But as I may.
With sobs and sighes I second will thy song,

And so expresse the sorrowes of my hart.

Colin. Ah Lycon, Lycon, what need skill, to

teach

A grieued mynd powre forth his plaints ? how
long

Hath the pore Turtle gon to school (weenest

thou)

To learne to mourne her lost make ? Xo, no,

each

Creature by nature can tell how to waile.

Seest not these flocks, how sad they wander
now ? 20

Seemeth their leaders bell their bleating tunes

In dolefull sound. Like him, not one doth faile

With hanging head to shew a heauie cheare.

WTiat bird (I pray thee) hast thou seen, that

prunes

Himselfe of late ? did any cheerfuU note

Come to thine eares, or gladsome sight appeare

Vnto thine eies, since that same fatall howre ?

Hath not the aire put on his mourning coat,

And testified his grief with flowing teares ?

Sith then, it seemeth each thing to his powre
Doth vs inuite to make a sad consort

; 31
Come let vs ioyne our mournful! song with

theirs.

Griefe will endite, and sorrow will enforce

Thy voice, and Eccho will our words report.

Lye. Though my rude rymes, ill with thy
verses frame.

That others farre excell, yet will I force

My sclfe to answere thee the best I can,

And honor my base words with his high name.

But if my plaints annoy thee where thou sit

In secret shade or cave ; vouchsafe (0 Pan)
To pardon me, and here this hard constraint

With patience while I sing, and pittie it. 42
And eke ye rurall Muses, that do dwell

In these wilde woods ; If euer piteous plaint

We did endite, or taught a wofull minde
With words of pure affect, his griefe to tell,

Instruct me now. Now Colin then goe on,

And I will follow thee, though farre behinde.

Colin. Phillisides is dead. OharmfuU death,

deadly harme. Vnhappie Albion 50
When shalt thou see emong thy shephcards all.

Any so sage, so perfect ? Whom vneath
Enuie could touch for vertuous life and skill

;

Curteous, valiant, and liberall.

Behold the sacred Pales, where with haire

Vn trust she sitts, in shade of yonder hill.

And her faire face bent sadly downe, doth send

A floud of teares to bathe the earth ; and there

Doth call the heau'ns dcspightfull, enuious,

Cruell his fate, that made so short an end 60

Of that same life, well worthie to haue bene

Prolongd with many yeares, happie and
famous.

The Nymphs and Oreades her round about
Do sit lamenting on the grassie grene

;

And with shrill cries, beating their whitest

brests.

Accuse the direfull dart that death sent out

To giue the fatall stroke. The starres they

blame.

That deafe or carelesse seeme at their request.

The pleasant shade of stately groues they shun

;

They leaue their cristall springs, where they

wont frame 70

Sweet bowrcs of Myrtel twigs and Lawrel faire,

To sport themselues free from the scorching

Sun.

And now the hollow caucs where horror darke

Doth dwell, whence banisht is the gladsome aire

They sceke ; and there in mourning spend

their time

With wailfuU tunes, whiles wolues do howle

and barke.

And seem to beare a bourdon to their plaint.

Lye. Phillisides is dead. dolefull ryme.

Why should my toong expresse thee ? who is

"left 79

Now to vphold thy hopes, when they do faint,
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Lycon vnfortunate ? What spiteful! fate,

What lucklesse destinie hath thee bereft

Of thy chief comfort ; of thy onely stay ?

Where is become thy wonted happie state,

(Alas) wherein through many a hill and dale,

Through pleasant woods, and many an vn-

knowne way,
Along the bankes of many siluer streames.

Thou with him yodest ; and with him didst

scale

The craggie rocks of th'Alpes and Appenine ?

Still witli the."l/j/5^5sporting, while those beamcs
Of vertue kindled in his noble brest, 91
Which after did so gloriously forth shine ?

But (woe is me) they now ycjuenched are

All suddcinly, and death hath them opprest.

Loe father Septune, with sad countenance,

How he sitts mourning on the strond now bare,

Yonder, where th'Ocean with his rolling waues

The white feete washelh (wailing this mis-

chance)

Of Doner cliffes. His sacred skirt about 99

The sea-gods all are set; from their moist caucs

AH for his comfort gathered there they be.

The Thamis rich, the IJumber rough and stout,

The fruitful! Seiierne, with the re.^t are come
To helpe their Lord to mourne, and eke to see

The dolefull sight, and s;id [X)mp funerall

Of the dead corps passing through his king-

dome.
And all their heads with Cypres gyrlonds

crown 'd

With wofull shrikes salute him great and small.

Eke wailfull Eccho, forgetting her dearc 109

Narcissus, their bst accents, doth resownd.

Col. Phillisides is dead. O lucklesse age ;

widow world ; O brookes and fountainscleerc

;

hills, O dales, O wrnxls that oft haue rong

With his sweet caroling, \sliich could asswagc

The fiercest wrath (»f T>gre or of IJcare.

Ye Siluans, Fawnes, and Satyres, that emong
Tliesc thickets oft haue daiuist after his pi|)c,

Ye Nymphs and S'nyuJes with golden he;irc,

Tliat oft haue left your purest cristall springs

To barken to his Lives, that coulden \\\\k' \20

Away all griefe and sorrow from y<»ur harts.

Alas who now is lift that like him sings f

When shall you heare againe like hartnonic ?

So sweet u scmnd, who to you n<»vv ini|Hirts ?

Loe where engrautd by his hand yet liuts

The name of Stellat in yoQ<Jc( buy Ucc.

Happie name, happie tree ; faire may you grow,
And spred your sacred branch, which honor

giues.

To famous Em[)erours, and Poets crowne.
\'nhap{)ie flock that wander scattred now, 130
What maruell if tiirough grief ye woxen leane.

Forsake your food, and hang your heads
adowne ?

For such a shepheard neuer shall you guide.

Whose parting, hath of weale bereft you cleane.

Lye. Phillisides is dead. happie sprite.

That now in heau'n with blessed soules doest

bide

:

Looke down a while from where thou sitst

aboue.

And see how busie shepheards be to cndite

Sad songs of grief, their sorrowes to decLire,

And gratefull memory of their kynd loue. 140
Behold my selfe with Colin, gentle swaine

(Whose lerned Muse thou cherisht most why
leare)

Where we thy name recording, seeke to ease

The inward torment and tormenting jxiine,

Tliat thy dejxirture to vs both luth bre(J ;

Ne am t-ach others sorrow yet apj<Mse.

Behold the fountains now left desolate.

And withred grassc with cypres boughes be
spred,

Behold these floures which on thy graue nnc

strew
;

Which failed, shew the giuers faded state, 150
(Though eke they shew their feruenl zeale and

pure)

Whose onely comfort on thy welfare grew.
\N hose praiers im[>ortune shall the heau'ns for

ay,

That to thy ashes, rist they mnv n«^';ure

:

That learnedst sliephc-ardsli !hv name
With yeerly praises, and tli.

.
^ alway

Thy tomb nuiy deck with fresh and iwcclcst
(low res

;

And that for cnor may endure thy Uxxnc.

Colin. Tl»c Sun (lo) lutstned hatli his face to

steep

III Western wanes: and ih'airc with stoitn\-

sliowres I'o

Warites Vs to driue homewards
l.yiOtt, lett's rise, and lake o| tl

VirtuU sunmui : ortcra jortuua.

LB.
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An Elegie, or friends pas-

sion, for his Astro'philL

Written vpon the death of the right Honourable sir

Phillip Sidney Knight, Lord gouernour

of Flushing.

AS then, no winde at all there blew,

No swelling cloude, accloid the aire,

The skie like glasse of watchet hew.
Reflected Phoebus golden haire,

The garnisht tree, no pendant stird,

No voice was heard of anie bird.

There might you see the burly Beare

The Lion king, the Elephant,

The maiden Vnicorne was there,

So was Acteons horned plant, lo

And what of wilde or tame are found.

Were coucht in order on the ground.

Alcides speckled poplar tree,

The palme that Monarchs do obtaine.

With Loue iliice staind the mulberie,

The fruit that dewes the Poets braine.

And Phillis philbert there away,
Comparde with mirtle and the bay.

The tree that coffins doth adorne.

With stately height thrcatning the skie, 20

And for the bed of Loue forlorne,

The blacke and dolefuU Ebonie,

All in a circle compast were,

Like to an Amphitheater.

Vpon the branches of those trees,

The airie winged people sat,

Distinguished in od degrees.

One sort in this, another that.

Here Philomcll, that knowes full well,

What force and wit in loue doth dwell. 30

The skiebrcd Eglc roiall bird,

Percht there vpon an oke aboue,

The Turtle by him neuer stird.

Example of imrnortall loue.

The swan that sings about to dy,

Leaning Meander, stood thereby.

And that which was of woonder most,

The PhcLMiix left sweet Arabic:

And on a Gcdar in this coast,

Built vp her tombc of spicerie, 40
As 1 coiiiecturc by the same,

Preparde to take Ijer dying flame.

In midst and center of this plot,

I saw one groueling on the grasse :

A man or stone, 1 knew not what.
No stone, of man the figure was.

And yet I could not count him one,

More than the image made of stone.

At length I might perceiue him reare

His bodie on his elbow end : 50
Earthly and pale with gastly cheare,

Vpon his knees he vpward tend.

Seeming like one in vncouth stound.

To be ascending out the ground.

A grieuous sigh forthwith he throwes.

As might haue torne the vitall strings.

Then down his cheeks the teares so flows.

As doth the strcame of many springs.

So thunder rends the cloud in twaine.

And makes a passage for the raine. 60

Incontinent with trembling sound,

lie wofully gan to complaine,

Such were the accents as might wound.
And teare a diamond rocke in twaine.

After his throbs did somewhat stay.

Thus hcauily he gan to say.

sunne (said he) seeing the sunne.

On wretched me why dost thou shine,

My star is falne, my comfort done,

Out is the api)le of my eine, 70
Shine vpon those possesse delight,

And let me liue in endlesse night.

griefe that liest vpon my soule.

As hcauie as a mount of lead.

The remnant of my life controll.

Consort me quickly with the dead,

Ilalfe of this hurt, this sprite and will,

Di'de in the brest of Aslrophill.

And you compassionate of my wo.

Gentle birds, beasts and shadie trees, 80

1 am assurde ye long to kno.

What be the sorrowes me agreeu's,

Listen ye then to that insu'th,

And heare a talc of teares and ruthe.
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You knew, who knew not Astrophill,

(That I should liue to say I knew,
And haue not in possession still)

Things knowne permit me to renew,

Of him you know his merit such,

I cannot say, you heare too much.

Within these woods of Arcadie,

He chiefe delight and pleasure tooke,

And on the mountaine Farihcnie,

Vpon the chrystall liquid brooke,

The Muses met him eu'ry day,

That taught him sing, to write, and say,

When he descended downe the mount,
His personage seemed most diuine,

A thousand graces one might count,

Vpon his louely cheerfull eine.

To heare him speake and sweetly smile.

You were in Paradise the while.

A sweet attractiue kinde of grace,

A full assurance giuen by lookcs,

Continuall comfort in a face,

The lineaments of GosjX'll bookcs,

I trowe that countenance cannot lie,

Whose thoughts arc legible in the eie.

Was neuer eie, did see that face,

Was neuer care, did heare that tong.

Was neuer minde, did miiule his grace,

Tliat euer thought tlie traudl long,

But eies, and earcs, and eu'ry thought,

Were with his sweete i)crfcctions caught,

God, that such a wortliy man,
In whom so rare dcsarts did raigne.

Desired thus, must leaue vs than.

And we to wish for him in vaine,

O could the stars that i)rcd that wit,

In force no jongc-r (ixcd sit.

Then being (ild with learned dew,

The Muses willed him to louc,

Tliat instrument can a[)tly shew,

How finely our conceits will m«nie,

As liacchus o|)cs dissen\bled h.irts,

.S<j loue sets out our l>cltcr parts.

Stilhi, a Nymph within this wo<k1,

Most rare and rich of heaucniy blis,

Tlic highest in his fancic sIjkkI,

And slic coul<l will detncrite this,

Tin likely they arf|uaintc<l s<K»nr,

He was a .Sim, an«l she a Moone.

Our AstrophilhM Strlii I'.ii.-,

O Sirllii vaunt of /t\ln>f>liiU.

Alln-it thv grares go<ls may inour,

Where will thou lindc an A.Urof'hill,

Tlic rose niul lillic hauc their prime,

And so liath Infant ic l)\it a time.

Although thy beautie do exceed,

In common sight of eu'ry eie, 140
Yet in liis Poesies when we reede.

It is apparant more thereby,

He that hath loue and iudgement too,

90 Sees more than any other doc.

Then Astrophill hath honord thee,

For when thy bodie is extinct,

Thy graces shall eternall be.

And liue by vertue of his inke,

For by his verses he doth giue,

To short liude beaut ij aye to liue. 150

Aboue all others this is hee.

Which erst approoued in his song.

That loue and honor might agree,

And that pure loue will do no wrong.
Sweet saints, it is no sinne nor blame.
To loue a man of vertuous name.

Did neuer loue so sweetly breath
In any mortall brest before,

Did neuer Muse inspire beneath,

A PiK'ts braine with finer store : 160
He wrote of loue with high conceit,

And beautie reard alx)ue her height.*

Tlicn Pallas afterward attyrde,

no
;
Our Astrophill with her deuice.

Whom in his armor hcai en a<lmyrde,

As of the nation of the skies.

He s[urkletl in his amies afarrs,

As he were dight with lierie Starrs.

Tlie bUze whereof when Mars bchcKl,

(/\n eimious eie doth see afar) 170

Such maicstic (cjuoih he) is sccM,

Such maiestie my mart may m;u".

Perhaps tliis mav a sutcr be,

120 To set Mars by his deitie.

In this surmi/e he matle with spccdc,

.\n inni tane wherein he j>ut,

TIjc thunder that in clouucs do brccdc

Tlic flame and bolt logilhcr shut,

With priuie force burst out agxiiiu-.

And so out ' ' ' Viiiic. iSo

Tliis word (u uav did niouc,

And natures mward life strings Iwitih,

Tlic skie iinmedi.itely alM»uo,

130 Was dimd with hideous clouds of pitch.

Tlic wrastling winds from out the i;round,

Fi)<l all the aire with ratling smind.

Tlic IxMiding trees evprrst u gronc,

.And sij;liM tin- s. irn \\ «>f his fall.

The (orriHt l»rusts nuulc ruthfull inonc,

The birdn did tunc tlirir mourning (.ill. t«.o

Ami rhtlomrll for AUrophtU.

Vnto her notes nnncxt a plnll.
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The Turtle doue with tunes of ruthe,

Shewd feeling passion of his death,

Me thought she said I tell thee truthe,

Was neuer he that drew in breath,

Vnto his loue more trustie found,

Than he for whom our griefs abound.

The swan that was in presence heere,

Began his funerall dirge to sing, 200

Good things (quoth he) may scarce appeere,

But passe away with speedie wing.

This mortall life as death is tride.

And death giues life, and so he di'de.

The generall sorrow that was made,
Among the creatures of kinde.

Fired the Phoenix where she laide,

Her ashes flying with the winde.

So as I might with reason see,

That such a Phoenix nere should bee. 210

Haply the cinders driuen about.

May breede an offspring neere that kinde,

But hardly a peere to that I doubt,

It cannot sinke into my minde,

That vnder branches ere can bee.

Of worth and value as the tree.

The Egle markt with pearcing sight,

The mournful! habite of the place.

And parted thence with mounting flight,

To signifie to loue the case, 220

What sorrow nature doth sustaine,

For Astrophill by enuie slaine.

And while I followed with mine eie.

The flight the Egle vpward tooke.

And things did vanish by and by,

And disappeared from my looke,

The trees, beasts, birds, and groue was
gone.

So was the friend that made this mone.

This spectacle liad firmly wrought,
A deepe compassion in my spright, 230
My molting hart issude, me thought,

In streames forth at mine eies aright,

And here my pen is forst to shrinke,

My teares discoUors so mine inke.

j4?7 Epitaph vpon the right Honourable

sir Phillip Sidney k7tight : Lord
goiiernor of Flushing,

To praise thy life, or waile thy worthie

death.

And want thy wit, thy wit high, pure, diuine,

Is far beyond the powre of mortall line.

Nor any one hath worth that draweth breath.

Yet rich in zeale, though poore in learnings lore.

And friendly care obscurde in secret brest,

And loue that enuie in thy life supprest.

Thy deere life done, and death, hath doubled

more.

And I, that in thy time and lining state, 9
Did onely praise thy vertues in my thought.

As one that sccld the rising sun hath sought,

With words and teares now waile thy timelesse

fate.

Drawne was thy race, aright from princely line.

Nor Icsse than such, (by gifts that nature gaue,

The common mother that all creatures hauc,)

Doth vertue shew and princely linage shine.

A king gaue thee thy name a kingly minde.
That God thee gaue, who found it now too deere

For this base world, and hath resumde it neere,

To sit in skies, and sort with powres diuine. 20

Kent thy birth dales, and Oxford held thy

youth.

The heauens made hast, and staid nor years,

nor time.

The fruits of age grew ripe in thy first prime,

Thy will, thy words : thy words the seales of

truth.

Great gifts and wisedom rare imployd thee

thence.

To treat from kings, with those more great

than kings,

Such hope men had to lay the higliest things.

On thy wise youth, to be transported hence.

Whence to sharpe wars sweet honor did thee

call, 29

Thy countries loue, religion, and thy friends :

Of worthy men, the marks, the Hues and ends.

And her defence, for whom we labor all.

There didst thou vanquish shame and tedious

age,

Griefe. sorrow, sickncs, and base fortunes might:

Tiiy rising day, saw neuer wofull night.

But past with praise, from of this worldly stage.
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Back to the campe, by thee that day was
brought,

First thine owne death/and after thy long fame

;

Teares to the soldiers, the proud Castilians

shame

;

Vertue exprest, and honor truly taught. 40

What hath he lost, tliat such great grace hath
woon

,

Voongyeeres, forendlesyeeres,and hope vnsure

Of fortunes gifts, for wealth that still shall dure,

Oh happie race with so great praises run.
.

England dotii hold thy lims that bred the same,

Flaiitiders thy valure where it lust was tried,

The Campe thy sorrow where thy bodie died.

Thy friends, thy want ; the world, thy vertues

fame.

Nations thy wit, our mindes lay vp thy loue.

Letters thy learning, thy losse, yeeres long to

come, 50
In worthy harts sorrow hath made thy tombe,

Thy soule and spright enrich the heauens

aboue.

Thy liberall hart imbalmd in gratefull teares,

Yoong sighs, sweet sighes, sage sighes, bewaile

thy fall,

Enuie her sting, and spite hath left her gall,

Malice her selfe, a mourning garment weares.

That day their Hanniball died, our Scipio fell,

Scipio, Cicero, and Petrarch of our time,

Whose vertues wounded by my worthlesse

rime, 59
I^t Angels speake, and heauen thy praises tell.

A?20thcr of the same.

Silence augmenteth grief, N^iiting encreaseth

rage,

Staid are my thoughts, which lou'd, and lost,

the wonder of our age :

Yet quickned now with tire, though dead with
^

frost ere now,
Enrag'd I write, I know not what : dead, quick,

I know not how.

Hard hartcd mindes relent, and rigors teares

abound,
And euuie strangely rues his end, in whom no

fault she found,

Knowledge her light hath lost, valor liath slaine

her knight,

Sidney is dead, dead is my friend, dead is the

worlds delight.

Place |)onsiue wailcs his fall, whose presence

was her |)ridt',

Timccricth f)nt, my cblx- is come : his life was

my spring tide, 10

'Fame Mv>urnes in lluit she lost the ground of

her reiKjrts,

Exrh liuingwiglit Limcnts his luckc, and all in

sundry sorts.

He was (wo worth that word) to cch well think-

ing; minde,

A spollcHsc friend, a inatcljjcs man, wh(»se

vertue euer shinde,

Declaring in his thoughts, his life, and that he

writ,

Highest conceits, longest foresights, ttnddcc|K-st

works of wit.

He onely like himselfe, was second vnto none.

Whose dcth (though life) we rue, and wrong,

and al in vain clo monc, «

Their losse, not him waile they, that till the

world with cries,

Death slue not him, but he made death his

ladder to the skies. 20

Now sinkc of sorrow I, who Hue, the more the

wrong.

Who wisliing death, whom deth denies, whose

thred is al to long.

Who tied to wretched life, who lookes for no

reliefe,

Must s|)cnd my cuer dying dales, in ncucr end-

ing gricfc.

Harts c;lsc and oncly I. like jxirallels nm on,

Wliose iHjuall length, keep eqvuill bmlth, and

neuer nieel in one.

Yet for not wronging him, my thoughts, my
sorrowes cell,

Shall not run out, though Irakc they will, for

liking him so welt.

Farewell to you my hojK*s, my wontetl waking
dreanu*s,

Farewell sometimes enioyed icy, ecli|)«etl arc

thy U-amrs, 30
Farewell s<he plnusing thoughts, which (juiet-

nes brings f(M»rtli,

And farewel triendship siirred leaiMie, vniliiig

nunil.sof wiMirth.
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And farewell mery hart, the gift of guiltlesse

mindes,

And all sports, which for liues restore, varietie

assignes,

Let all that sweete is voyd ; in me no mirth

may dwell,

Phillip, the cause of all this woe, my liues con-

tent, farewell.

Now rime, the sonne of rage, which art no kin
to skill,

And endles griefe, which deads my life, yet

knowes not how to kill.

Go seeke that haples tombe, which if ye hap to

finde,

Salute the stones, that keep the lims, that held

so good a minde.

FINIS.

LONDON
Printed by T. C. for William Ponsonbie.

1595.
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T^o the "^ight IVorship-

full Sir Robart Need-
ham Knight.

Sir, to gratulate your safe return from
Ireland, I had nothing so readie, nor

thought any thing so meete, as these sweete

conceited Sonets, the deede of that vvel deseru-

ing gentleman, maister Edmond Spenser

:

whose name sufficiently warranting the worthi-

nesse of the work : I do more confidently pre-

sume to publish it in his absence, vnder your
name to whom (in my poore opinion) the

patronage therof, doth in some respectes pro-

perly appertaine. For, besides your iudge-

ment and delighte in learned poesie : This

gentle Muse for her former perfection long

wished for in Englande, nowe at the length

crossing the Seas in your happy companye,
(though to your selfe vnknowne) seemeth to

make choyse of you, as meetest to giue her

deserued countenaunce, after her retourne

:

entertaine her, then, (Right worshipfuU) in

sorte best beseeming your gentle minde, and
her merite, and take in worth my good will

herein, who seeke no more, but to shew my
selfe yours in all dutifull affection.

W. P.

G: W . senior^ to the Author

DArke is the day, when Phcebus face is

shrowded,
and weaker sights may wander soone astray :

but when they see his glorious raies vn-
clowded,

wnth steddy steps they keepe the perfect way:
So while this Muse in forraine landes doth stay,

inuention weepes, and pens are cast aside,

the time like night, depriud of chearefuU day,
and few do write,but (ah) toosoonemay slide.

Then, hie thee home, that art our perfect guide,

and with thy wit illustrate Englands fame,
dawnting thereby our neighbors auncient

pride,

that do for poesie, challendge cheefest name.
So we that Hue and ages that succeede.

With ^reat applause thy learned works shall

reeae.

Ah Colin, whether on the lowly plaine,

Pypi^K ^0 shepherds thy sweete roundelcdes

:

or whether singing in some lofty vaine,

heroick deedes, of past, or present dales.

Or whether in thy lonely mistris praise,

thou list to exercise thy learned quill,

thy muse hath got such grace, and power to please,

with rare inuention hewlificd by skill.

As who therein can euer toy their fill

!

therefore let that happy muse proceede

to clime the height of vertues sacred hill,

where endlcs honor shall be made thy meede.
Because no malice of succeeding dales,

can rase those records of thy lasting praise.

G.W.I.

SONNET. I.

HAppy ye leaues when as those lilly hands^

which hold my life in their dead doing

might,

shall handle you and hold in loues soft bands,

lyke captiues trembling at the victors sight

And happy lines, on which with starry light,

those lamping eyes will deigne sometimes t(

look

and reade the sorrowes of my dying sprightj

written with teares in harts close bleeding

book.

And happy rymes bath'd in the sacred brookcj

of Helicon whence she deriued is,

when ye behold that Angels blessed looke,
'

my soules long lacked foode, my heauens blis,

Leaues, lines, and rymes, seeke her to please

alone,

whom if ye please, I care for other none.

SONNET. II.

VNquiet thought, whom at the first I bred,

Of th'inward bale of my loue pined hart

:

andsithens hauewith sighcs and sorrowes fed|

till greater then my wombe thou woxen art

Breake forth at length out of the inner part,

in which thou lurkest lyke to vipers brood

:

and seeke some succour both to easemy smart

and also to sustayne thy selfe witli food.

But if in presence of that fayrest proud
thou chance to come, fall lowly at her feet

:

and with meeke humblesse and afTlictedmood,

pardon for thee, and grace for me intreat.

Wliich if she graunt, then Hue, and my loue

cherish,

if not, die soone, and I with thee wiU perish.
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SOXXET. III.

THe souerayne beauty which I doo admyre,
witnesse the world how worthy to be

prayzed

:

the light wherof hath kindled heauenly fyre,

in my fraile spirit by her from basenesse

raysed.

That beingnowwithherhugebrightnesse dazed,

base thing I can no more endure to view :

but looking still on her I stand amazed,
at wondrous sight of so celestiall hew.

So when my toung would speak her praises dew,
it stopped is with thoughts astonishment

:

and when my pen would write her titles true,

it rauisht is with fancies wonderment

:

Yet in my hart I then both speake and write

the wonder that my wiT camiQt endite.

SONNET, nil.

NEw yeare forth looking out of lanus gate.

Doth seeme to |)romise hope ofnew delight:

and bidding th'old Adieu, his passed date

bidsalloldthoughtstodiein dumjiish spright.

And calling forth out of sad Winters night,

fresh loue, that long hath slept in cheerlesse

bower

:

wils him awake, and soone alx)ut him dight

his wanton wings and darts of deadly power.

For lusty spring now in his timely howrc,

is ready to come forth him to recciue

:

and warnes the Earth with diuers colord

flowre,

to dccke hir selfe, and her faire mantle weaue.

Tlien you faire flowre, in whom fresh youth
doth rainc,

prepare your selfe new louc to entcrtainc.

SONNET. V.

R\'dcly thou wrongest my dcare liarls desire

In finding fault with her t(M) |x)rtly pride:

the thing which I doo most in lur udnurc,^

SONNET. VI.

BE nought dismayd that her N-nmoued mind
doth still persist in her rebellious pride :

such loue not lyke to lusts of baser kynd,
the harder wonne, the firmer will abide.

Tlie durefuU Oake, whose sap is not yet dride,

is long ere it conceiue the kindling fyre :

but when it once doth burne, it doth diuide,

great heat, and makes his flames to heauen
aspire.

So hard it is to kindle new desire,

in gentle brest that shall endure for euer

:

deepe is the wound, that dints the parts entire

with chast affects, that naught but death

can seuer.

Then thinke not long in taking litle jxiine,

to knit the knot, that euer shall remaine.

SONNET. VII.

FAyre eyes, the myrrour of my mazed hart,(X.

what wondrous vertue is contaynd in you, j^
the which both lyfe and death forth from you

dart •-
. . 0.^

into the obiect of your mighty view ? Jw ^
For when ye mildly looke with loucly hew, Xf^

then is my soule with life and louc inspired C^

but when ye lowrc, or lookc on me askew, ia

then doe I die, as one witli lightning fyred. ^
But since that lyfe is more then death dcsyrod, Q_

looke euer louely, as becomes you best,

^

that your bright beams of my weak eics

ailmyred, ^1_ ^s

may kindle lining fire within my brest: c'^
Such life siiould be the honor of your light, ?.

sucli death the sad ensample ol your mijjht. ^

is of the world vnw«>rili\- most cnuide. ^^
or in thrrsc lofty lo se iniplide, J^/-

i-ne ol foulcdis-

SONNET. VIII.

MOro then most faire, full of the lining fire,

Kindleil alione vnto the maker mxrc :

no cii-s hut io\ es, in whicli ul |>«nvcr5 conspire,

tliat to the world naugl»ielsflKcounlc<l«lcare.

Tliriigh \oiir brigiil Ixnimes iloth nut ihc

For in thrrsc lofty 1(H se iniplide," JM I' n-st,

scr)rn of base thin;; i-ne ol foulcdis- sh d.irts to luscu(Tirtion«i wound :

honor; C_ {i but .Ai. to K-.id fr.ule ; rot

thretjiing nishcics which g;ue on her so wide,, kTin rha^i n luaurnK K i>d.

that loosely they ne dare to lookc V])on her. [^'ou frame my thovighlstind f.ishion me within,

Such pri'le is |)raisc, such ix)rtlincssc is hon()r.(
;^^^

you »l()|) my tuun|;, and touch my luirl lo

that Ix'Idncd innocence iKMrcs in hir cie» :3k 5|K*ttkc,

and her f.iiri,- countenance like a gootllvyfi^vou r.ilmc tl>c stonnc that ixv^sjon did licgin,

strong thrugh your cauM*,but by yt>ur vertue
.lire count

Iwiunr, ijj^——^l*

sjireds in (lifTa^nce of al s/^

pride.M^

:-ak.

Was neuer in this world ou^;l>i worthv tridc-^v^lHuk in the worKI, where your \\^\\i Miincd

without some sixirk of tuch scH-plcasin^ neurr

well is he Iwrne, that may behold you cucr.
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SONNET. IX.

LOng-while I sought to what I might com-
pare

those powrefuU eies, which lighten my dark
spright,

yet find I nought on earth to which I dare

resemble th'ymage of their goodly light.

Not to the Sun : for they doo shine by night

;

nor to the Moone : for they are chainged

neuer

;

nor to the Starrest for they haue purer sight

;

nor to the fire : for they consume not euer
;

Nor to the lightning : for they still perseuer ;

nor to the Diamond : for they are more
tender

;

nor vnto Christall : for nought may them
seuer

;

nor vnto glasse : such basenesse mought
offend her

;

Then to the Maker selfe they likest be,

whose light doth lighten all that here we see.

SONNET. X.

VNrighteous Lord of loue, what law is this,

That me thou makest thus tormented be

:

the whiles she lordeth in licentious blisse

of her freewill, scorning both thee and me.

See how the Tyrannesse doth ioy to see

the huge massacres which her eyes do make

:

and humbled harts brings captiues vnto thee,

that thou of them mayst mightie vengeance

take.

But her proud hart doe thou a little shake

and that high look, with which she doth
comptroU

all this worlds pride, bow to a baser make,
and al her faults in thy black booke enroll.

That I may laugh at her in equall sort,

as she doth laugh at me and makes my pain

her sport.

SONNET. XL
DAyly when I do seeke and sew for peace,

And hostages doe offer for my truth :

she cruell warriour doth her selfe addresse

to battell, and the weary war renew'th.

Ne wilbe moou'd with reason or with rewth,

to graunt small rcspit to my rcstlesse toile

:

but greedily her fell intent pourscwth,

Of my poore life to make vnpittied spoile.

Yet my poore life, all sorrowcs to assoyle,

I would her yield, her wrath to pacify :

but then she seekes with torment and tur-

moyle,

to force me liue, and will not let me dy.

All jxiine hath end and euery war hath peace,

but mine no price nor prayer may surcease.

SONNET. XII.

ONe day I sought with her hart-thrilling eies
tomaice a truce, and termes toentertaine:

all fearelesse then of so false enimies,

which sought me to entrap in treasons traine.

So as I then disarmed did remaine,

a wicked ambush which lay hidden long

in the close couert of her guilefuU even,

thence breaking forth did thick about me
throng.

Too feeble I t'abide the brunt so strong,

was forst to yeeld my selfe into their hands

:

who me captiuing streight with rigorous

wrong,
haue euer since me kept in cruell bands.

So Ladie, now to you I doo complaine,

against your eies that iustice I may gaine.

SONNET. XIII.

IN that proud port, which her so goodly

graceth,

whiles her faire face she reares vp to the skie

:

and to the ground her eie lids low embaseth,

most goodly temperature ye may descry,

]\Iyld humblesse mixt with awfull maiesty.

For lookingon the earth whence she wasborne,
her minde remembreth her mortalitie,

what so is fayrest shall to earth returne.

But that same lofty countenance seemcs to

scorne

base thing, and thinke how she to heauen
may clime

:

treadingdowne earth as lothsomeand forlorne,

that hinders heauenly thoughts with drossy

slime.

Yet lowly still vouchsafe to looke on me,
such lowlinesse shall make you lofty be.

SONNET. XIIII.

REtourne agayne my forces late dismayd,

Vnto the siege by you abandon'd quite,

great shame it is to leauc like one afrayd,

so fayre a peece for one repulse so light.

Gaynst such strong castles needeth greater

might,

then those small forts which ye were wont

belay :

sucli haughty mynds enur'd to hardy fight,

disdayne to yield vnto the first assay.

Bring therefore all the forces that ye may.
and lay incessant battery j^icr heart,

dismav,

playnts, prayers, vowes, rtwli, sorrow, and

those engins can the proudest loue conuert.

And if tliose fayle, fall downe and dy before her,

so dying liue, and liuing do adore her.
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^ SONNET. XV.

YE tradefull Merchants, tliat with weary
toyle,

do seeke most pretious things to make your
gain

;

and both the Indias of their treasures spoile,

what needeth you to seeke so farre in vaine ?

For loe my ioue doth in her selfe containe

all this worlds riches that may farre be found,

if Saphyres, loe her eies be Saphyres plaine,

if Rubies, loe hir lips be Rubies sound ;

If Pearles, hir teeth be pearlcs both pure and
round

;

if Yuoric, her forhead yuory weene ;

if Gold, her locks are finest gold on ground;
if siluer, her faire liands are siluer sheene.

But that which fairest is, but few behold,

her mind adornd with vertues manifold.

SONNET. XVI.

ONe day as I vnwarily did gaze

on those fayre eves my loues immortall

light

:

the whiles my stonisht hart stood in amaze,

through sweet illusion of her lookes delight.

I mote perceiue how in her glauncing sight,

legions of loues with little wings did fly :

darling their deadly arrowes fyry bright,

at euery rasli Ix-'holdtr passing by.

One of thf^e archers closely 1 did spy,

ayming his arrow at niv very hurt

:

when suddenly with iwindc of her eye,

the Danizdl broke his inisintcndcd dart.

Had she not so doon, sure I ha«l bene slayne,

yet as it was, 1 hardly scup't with jjaine.

SONNET. Xl'II.

THc glorious iKHirlraict of thai Angels face,

Made to aina/c weake Jnens confused sk>I

:

and lhij» worMs worthhssc glory to cmlKisc,

what [KMi, what |)encill can cxpressc ht-r till .-'

For though he c<jl<jurs could denixe ul will,

and ekr his learned hand at pleasure giii.lc,

least trembling it his wcrknumship shouW
spill,

yet njany wondrous things ihrrc arr In'siilo.

The swrit cyr-glaunn s, ih.il like arrow* s ^^lidi-,

the (harming smiles, that rob ikiicc from the

hart :

the lotiely plcasiuice and the lofty pride,

cannot cxprcsMtl Ik* by any art.

A greater crafirsmanshah<l thereto doth ncedc,

that can expressc the life of things indce«l.

SONNET. XVIII.

THe rolling wheele that runneth often round,

The hardest Steele in tract of time doth

teare

:

and drizling drops that often doe redound,

the firmest Hint doth in continuance weare.

Yet cannot I, with many a dropping teare,

and long intreaty, soften her hard hart

:

thatshewilloncevouchsafemy plaint toheare,

or looke witii pitty on my payneful smart.

But when I pleade, she bids me play my i^rt,

and when I weep, she sayes teares are but

water

:

and when I sigh, she saves I know the art,

and wlien I waile she turnes hir selfe to

laughter.

So doe I wecpe, and wayle, and pleade in vaine,

whiles she as Steele and flint doth still re-

mayne.

SONNET. XIX.

Tile merry Cuckow, messenger of Spring.

His tromixn shrill hath ihrise alraidy

sounded

:

,

that warnes al loueis wayt v|)on thtir king,

who now is conuning forth with girland

crounetl.

With noyse whereof the quyrc of Byrds re-

sounded
their anthemcs sweet devized of loues pra\-sc,

that all the woods theyr ecchocs back re-

botmded,

as if they knew the meaning of their laves.

But mougst them all, whicl»didLoueshonorra\-><'

no word was heard of her that n»>st it ought. ,

but she his precept provully disobii\ > . .

and dolh his ydle ntes-Mge set at n>
'

Tlarefore O lone, vnlesse she lurnc to ihie

ere I'uckow emi. let her a ribell be.

.V>.V.VAT. AA'.

T N vaine 1 seeke and srw to her for gracf

,

1 aiul dt>e rnvneliumbled h.ii t Ik (ore her pmrc:
ihewhili-slierftMitshen) niyntvkeilcth i<lacr,

and trca<l my life tlownc in the kmly lioure.

Ami yet the Lyon that is Ix>rd of |Kiwcr,

and reigneth oucr cucry l>cu>t in ficKI,

in hi"* n»«t pri«le tlisdcigjieth to druo»irc

the sillv liinN' lh.it lo ins tni^'lit doth yield.

But she I wyl«lc,

then ei!

shainesiioi t.iUuitli idcfyldc,

hut taketh glory in li-

Favrcr thrh fayrcHt. In nc«ic cijrr v»v.

that ye were blucxlcd in u ytcklcd pravi
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SONNET. XXI.

WAs it the worke of nature or of Art,

which tempred so the feature of her face,

thatprideand meeknesse mixt byequall part,

doebothappearet'adorneherbeauties grace ?

For with mild pleasance, which doth pride

displace,

she to her loue doth lookers eyes allure

:

and with sterne countenance back again doth
chace

their looser lookes that stir vp lustes impure.

With such strange termes her eyes she doth
inure,

that with one looke she doth my life dismay :

and with another doth it streight recure,

her smile me drawes, her frowne me driues

away.
Thus doth she traine and teach me with her

lookes,

such art of eyes I neuer read in bookes.

SONNET. XXII.

\y. 'T^His holy season fit to fast and pray,

i. Men to deuotion ought to be inclynd

:

therefore, I lykewise on so holy day,

for my sweet Saynt some seruice fit will find.

Her temple fayre is built within my mind,
in which her glorious ymage placed is,

on which my thoughts doo day and night

attend

lyke sacred priests that neuer thinke amisse.

There I to her as th'author of my blisse,

will builde an altar to appease her yre :

and on the same my hart will sacrifise,

burning in flames of pure and chast desyre :

The which vouchsafe goddesse to accept,

amongst thy deerest relicks to be kept.

SONNET. XXIII.

PEnelope for her Vlisses sake,

Deuiz'd a Web her wooers to deceaue :

in which the worke that she all day did make
the same at night she did againe vnreaue.

Such subtile craft my Damzell doth conceaue,

th'importune suit of my desire to shonne :

for all that I in many dayes doo weaue,
in one short houre I And by her vndonne.

So when I thinke to end that I bcgonne,

I must begin and neuer bring to end :

for with one looke she spils that long I sponnc,

and with one word my whole ycares work
doth rend.

Such labour like the Spyders web Lfynd,

whose fruitlesse worke is broken with least

wynd.

SONNET. XXIIII.

WHen I behold that beauties wonderment,
And rare perfection of each goodly part:

of natures skill the onely complement,
I honor and admire the makers art.

But when I feele the bitter balefull smart,

which her fayre eyes vnwares doe worke in

mee

:

that death out of theyr shiny beames doe
dart,

I thinke that I a new Pandora see ;

Whom all the Gods in councell did agree,

into this sinfull world from heauen to send :

that she to wicked men a scourge should bee,

for all their faults with which they did offend.

But since ye are my scourge I will intreat,

thaV for my faults ye will me gently beat.

SONNET. XXV.

HOw long shall this lyke dying lyfe endure,

And know no end of her owne mysery

:

but wast and weare away in termes vnsure,

twixt feare and hope depending doubtfully.

Yet better were attonce to let me die,

and shew the last ensample of your pride :

then to torment me thus with cruelty,

to proue your powre, which I too wel haue
tride.

But yet if in your hardned brest ye hide,

a close intent at last to shew me grace :

then all the woes and wrecks which I abide,

as meanes of blisse I gladly wil embrace.

And wish that more and greater they might be,

that greater meede at last may turne to mee.

SONNET. XXVI.

SWeet is the Rose, but growes vpon a brere
;

Sweet is the lunipcre, but sharjic his bough

;

sweet is the Eglantine, but pricket h ncre

;

sweet is the firbloome, but his braunches

rough.

Sweet is the Cyprcsse, but his rynd is tough,

sweet is the nut, but bitter is his pill

;

sweet is the broome-flowre, but yet sowre

enough
;

and sweet is Moly, but his root is ill.

So euery sweet with soure is tempred still,

that maketh it be coueted the more

:

for easic things that may be got at will,

most sorts of men doe set but little store.

Why then should I accoumpt of little paine,

that endlesse pleasure shall vnto me gaine.
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SONNET. XXVII.

FAire proud now tell me why should faire be
proud,

Sith all worlds glorie is but drosse vncleane :

and in the shade of death it selfe shall shroud,

how euer now thereof ye little weene.

That goodly Idoll now so gay beseene,

shall doffe her fleshes borowd fayre attyre :

and be forgot as it had neuer beene,

that many now much worship and admire.

Ne any then shall after it inquire,

ne any mention shall thereof remaine :

but what this verse, that neuer shall expyre,
shall to you purchas with her thankles paine.

Faire be no lenger proud of that shall perish,

but that which shal you make immortall,

cherish.

SONNET. XXVIII.

THe laurell leafe, which you this day doe
wcare,

giues me great hope of your relenting mynd :

for since it is the badg which 1 doe bcare,

ye bearing it doe seeme to me inclind :

The powre thereof, whicli ofte in me 1 find,

let it lykewise your gentle brest inspire

with sweet infusion, and put you in mind
of that proud mayd, whom now those leaues

attyre

:

Proud baf^hne scorning Phrcbus louely fyrc,

on the Thessalian shore from him did Ilic :

for which the gods in theyr reuengcfull yre

did her transforme into a laurell tree.

Then Hy no more fayre loue from I'hcbus chacc,

but in your brest his leafe and loue embrace.

SONNET. XXIX.

SEc how the stubbornc damzell doth depMuc
my simple meaning with dis<laynfull scoruc

:

and by tlie Iray which I vnto her guuc,

accoiimpts myselfe her caj)tiuequile forlornc.

The Ixiy (•jMf)th she) is of tl>e victours lx)rne,

yielded them by the vanqnishtiis theyr mectls,

and they therewith «!<«• |>oetes heads adornc,

to sing the glory of their famous decdes.

I'lUt sith she will the conquest rhalleng needs,

let her accept me as her faithfull thrall,

that Ikt ^real triumph which my skill ex-

cec«ls,

I iiwy in trump of fame bhizc ouer all.

Tlicn would I decke her lu.id with glorioun

Uiyes,

and till the world with her victorious praysc.

SONNET. XXX,

MY loue is lyke to yse, and I to fyre ;

how comes it then tliat this her cold so

great

is not dissolu'd through my so hot desyre,

but harder growes the more I her intreat ?

Or how comes it that my exceeding heat
is not delayd by her hart frosen cold :

but tliat I burne much more in boyling sweat,

and feele my flames augmented manifold ?

\Miat more miraculous thing may be told

that fire which all thing melts, should harden
yse

:

and yse which is congeald with sencclesse cold,

should kindle fyre by wonderfuU deuyse ?

Such is the powre of loue in gentle mind,
tliat it can alter all the course of kynd.

SONNET. XXXI.

An why hath nature to so hard a hart

giuen so goodly giftes of beauties gr^ce ?

whose pryde depraues each other better part,

and all those pretious orn;uncnts deface.

Sith to iUl other beastes of bloody race,

a dreadfull countenaunce she giuen hath :

that with theyr terrour al the rest may chace,

and warne to shun the daungcr of theyr

wrath.

But my proud one doth workc the grc;itcr scath,

through sweet allurement of her 1» uelv hew ;

that she the belter may in blootiy Uith

of such poorc thralls her cruell lunds embrcw.
But did she know how ill these two aceord,

such cruelly she would haue soonc ubhord.

SONNET. XXXII.

Tile fxiyncfull smith with force of fcrucnt

hrat',

the luirtlest yron soone doth mollify

:

that with his heauy sledge he am il beat,

and fxshion to what he il list apply.

Vet carujot all these llamcs in whuh I fry,

her h.irt more h.irde then yion vifi uwhil

:

nc all the pLiynts an«l praNers with which 1

doc licat on th'.(n«hn'le of her stulil*rrnc wit

:

But still the n»or»- she ferurnt mtcs my tit,

the Mjorc she fricseth in her wilfull pryde

:

and harder growes the Imrdcr she is smit,

with all the pLiynts which tu her Ik* applyde.

What then renames but 1 to ashes burnc,

and she tu ttoiics ut length all (r<<scn tumc ?
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SONNET. XXXIII.

GReat wrong I doe, I can it not deny,

to that most sacred Empresse my dear

dred,

not finishing her Queene of faery,

that mote enlarge her liuing prayses dead :

But lodwick, this of grace to me aread :

:

doe ye not thinck th'accompHshment of it,

sufficient worke for one mans simple head, •

all were it as the rest but rudely writ.

How then should I without another wit,

thinck euer to endure so taedious toyle,

sins that this one is tost with troublous fit,

of a proud loue, that doth my spirite spoyle-

Ceasse then, till she vouchsafe tograwnt me rest,

or lend you me another liuing brest.

\ SONNET. XXXIIII.

LYke as a ship that through the Ocean wyde,

by conduct of some star doth make her way,

whenas a stormeTiath dimd her trusty guyde,

out of Her course doth wander far astray.

So I whose star, that wont with her bright ray,

me to direct, with cloudes is ouercast,

doe wander now in darknesse and dismay, -

through hidden perils round about me plast.

Yet hope I well, that when this storme is past

my Helice the lodestar of my lyfe

will shine again, and looke on me at last,

with louely light to cleare my cloudy grief.

Till then I wander carefull comfortlesse,

in secret sorow and sad pensiuenesse.

SONNET. XXXV.

MY hungry eyes through greedy couetize,

still to behold tlie obiect of their paine,

with no contentment can themselues sufiize

:

but hauing pine and hauing not complaine.

For lacking it they cannot lyfe sustayne,

and hauing it they gaze on it the more

:

in their amazement lyke Narcissus vaine

whose eyes him staru'd : so plenty makes me
poore.

Yet are mine eyes so filled with the store

of that faire sight, that nothing else they

brooke,

but lothe the things which they did like

before,

and can no more endure on them to looke.

All this worlds glory seemeth vayne to me,
anduU their sliowes butshadowcs,sauing she.

SONNET. XXXVI.

TEll me when shall these wearie woes haue
end,

Or shall their ruthlesse torment neuer cease

:

but al my dayes in pining languor spend,

without hope of aswagement or release.

Is there no meanes for me to purchace peace,

or make agreement with her thrilling eyes

:

but that their cruelty doth still increace,

and dayly more augment my miseryes.

But when ye haue shewed all extremityes, •

then thinke how litle glory ye haue gayned :

by slaying him, whose lyfe though ye despyse,

mote haue your life in honour long main-

tayned.

But by his deathwhich some perhaps will raone,

ye shall condemned be of many a one.

SONNET. XXXVII.

WHat guyle is this, that those her golden

tresses.

She doth attyre vnder a net of gold :

and with sly skill so cunningly them dresses,

that which is gold or heare, may scarse be

told ?

Is it that mens frayle eyes, which gaze too bold,

she may entangle in that golden snare

:

and being caught may craftily enfold,

theyr weaker harts,which are notwel aware?

Take heed therefore, myne eyes, how ye doe

stare

henceforth too rashly on that guilefuU net,

in which if euer ye entrapped are,

out of her bands ye by no meanes shall get.

Fondnesse it were for any being free,

to couet fetters, though they golden bee.

SONNET. XXXVIII.

AR{on,w\\en through tempests cruel wracke.

He forth was thrown into the greedy seas :

through the sweet musick which his harp did

make
allu'rd a Dolphin him from death to ease.

But my rude musick, which was wont to please

some dainty cares, cannot with any skill,

the drcadfull tempest of her wrath appease,

nor moue tlieDolphinfromherstubbornewill.

But in her pride she dooth ])erscuer still,

all carclesse how my life for her dccayse

:

yet with one word she can it saue or spill,

to spill were pitty. but to saue were prayse.

Chose rather to be praysd for dooing good,

then to be blam'd for spillingguiltlesse blood.
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SOXNET. XXXIX.

SWeet smile, the daughter of the Queene of

loue,

Expressin<T all thy mothers px)wrefull art

:

with which she wonts to temper angry loue,

when all the gods he threats with thundring
dart.

Sweet is thy vertue as thy selfe sweet art,

forwhen on me thoushinedst late in sadnesse,

a melting pleasance ran through euery part,

and me reuiued with hart robbing gladnesse.

Whylest rapt with ioy resembling heauenly
madnes,

my soule was rauisht quite as in a traunce

:

and feeling thence no more her sorowes bad-

nesse,

fed on the fulnesse of that chearefull glaunce,

More sweet than Nectar or Ambrosiall nieat,

secmd euery bit, which thenceforth I did eat.

SONNET. XL.

MArk when she smiles with amiable cheare,

And tell me whereto can ye lykcn it

:

when on each eyelid sweetly doe apj^eare

an hundred Graces as in shade to sit.

Lykest it seemeth in my simple wit

vnto the fayre sunshine in somcrs day :

that when a drea<lfull storme away is flit,

thrugh the broad world doth sprcd liis goodly

ray :

At sight whereof each birrl tliat sits on spray,

and euery l)ca.si that to his dt-n was fled

comes forth afresh out of tiieir Lite dismay,

and to the light lift vp thcyr drouping heil.

So my storme beaten hart likewise is chcarcd,

with that simshine when cloudy l<K)ks arc

cleared.

SONNET. XU.
T S it her nature or is it lur will,

X to Ix" so cruell to an luuubied foe ?

if nature, then she may it mend with skill,

if will, then she ut will may will UixyiK.

But if her HiXtiire atid Ikt wil Ik; so,

that she will pLi^Mic the tiuui tluit jcnics her

nuwt

:

and take delight l'< 1 witc,

then all luT nature- 1 '*t.

And that sain<' gloriou^ IxMiili. s yWc iMiiiAt,

is but !i bayi niich wrrldus tn Ivj'nilr :

as Ix'irjg long in her lours tti ',

Hhenieanesat last toinakehn
,

jxiylc.

fayrcsl fayre Irt niucr it Ix* named,
that so fuyrc Ix^uty wu» iw fowly iluuncd.

SONNET. XLJI.

THe loue which me so cruelly tormenteth, OU
So pleasing is in my extreamest jxiine : J^

that all the more my sorrow it augmenttth,*^
the more I loue and doe embrace my bane. Jtr'

Ne doe I wish (for wishing were but vaine) \j-^
to be acquit fro my continuall smart : t^
but ioy her thrall for euer to remayne, Xt
and yield for pledge my [Kxjre captyued hart ;C_

The which that it from her may neuer start, |^
let her, yf please, her, hynd with adamant^
chayne : Sc,.—, *^

and from alL wandring loues which mote
peruart, Q^

his safe assurance strongly it restrajjpe. v_
Onely let her abstaine from cruelty, -X .

and doe me not before my time to dyi I

SONNET. XLIII.

Sllall I then silent be or shall I sjx^ake ?

And if I six-ake. her wrath renew I sliall

:

and if I silent be, my iiart will brc-ake,

or choked be with ouertlowing gall. ,

What tyranny is this Ijoth my hart to thralJ,

and eke my toungwith prouil restraint to tie?

that nether I may s|K.'ake nor thinke at all,

but like a stupitl stcxrk in silence die.

Vet I my hart with silence secretly

will teach to sj)eak. and my iust cause to

|)lead :

and eke mine eies with meeke humility,

loue learned letters to her eyes to read.

Which her dc.'p wit, that true harts thought

cm sjK-I,

will soone concciuc, and learnc to construe

well.

SO.\NET. XLIIII.

Wllen those rcnouincd noble Teres of

(1 recce,

thrugh stubborn pride amongst thcnisclucs

ili«i iar

forgetfull of the f.imous golden lleccc,

then Orpheus with his harp thcyr strife did Uir.

Hut this continuall cruell ciuill wiirrr,

the which my scUe ag-.iinst nuscHe dt»c nuikc:

whilrst my weak |»owres n( |».ivsiitn% warrcid

arre,

no Hkill can »tinl nor rni«Min f«n n*h»kr.

But wlun in hand 1
'

thru diK* I iiioM' a >t :

and gricfc renew,

to Ikittiiilc, fresh .1

M«ing>l whoinc the n ^^x,

the n»«>rc I (vnd ll > . ... . ... ^
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SONNET. XLV.

LEaue lady in your glasse of christall dene,
Your goodly selfe for euermore to vevv

:

and in my selfe, my inward sclfe I meane,
most liuely lyke behold your semblant trew.

Within my hart, though hardly it can shew
thing so diuine to vew of earthly eye,

the fayre Idea of your celestiall hew,
and euery part remaines immortally :

And were it not that through your cruelty,

with sorrow dimmed and deformd it were

:

the goodly ymage of your visnomy,

clearer then christall would therein appere.

But if your selfe in me ye playaie will see,

remoue the cause by which your fayre

beames darkned be.

SONNET, XLVL
WHen my abodes prefixed time is spent,

My cruell fayre streight bids me wend
my way

:

but then from heauen most hideous stormes
are sent

as willing me against her will to stay.

Whom then shall I or heauen or her obay ?

the heauens know best what is the best forme

:

but as she will, whose will my life doth sway,
my lower heauen, so it perforce must bee.

But ye high heuens, that all this sorowe see,

sith all your tempests cannot hold me backe

:

aswage your stormes, or else both you and she,

will both together me too sorely wrack.
Enough it is for one man to sustaine

the stormes, which she alone on me doth
raine.

SONNET. XLV11.

TRust not the treason of those smyling
lookes,

vntill ye haue theyr guylefuU traynes well

tryde :

for they are lyke but vnto golden hookes,

that from the foolish Hsh they r bayts doe hyde

:

So she with flattring smyles weake harts doth
guyde

vnto her loue, and tempte to theyr decay,

whome being caught she kills with cruell pryde,

and feeds at pleasure on the wretched pray

:

Vet euen whylst her bloody hands them slay,

her eyes looke lonely and vpon them smyle:
tliat they take pleasure in her cruell play,

and dying doe them selues of payne beguyle.

mighty charm which makes men loue theyr

banc,

and thinck they dy with pleasure, Hue with

payne.

SONNET, XLVIII.

INnocent paper, whom too cruell hand
Did make the matter to auenge her yre :

and ere she could thy cause wel vnderstand,
did sacrifize vnto the greedy fyre.

Well worthy thou to haue found better hyre,
then so bad end for hereticks ordayned :

yet heresy nor treason didst conspire,

but plead thymaisters cause vniustlypayned.
Whom she all carelesse of his griefe constrayned

to vtter forth the anguish of his hart

:

and would not heare, when he to her com-
playned,

the piteous passion of his dying smart.
Yet liue for ever, though against her will,

and speake her good, though she requite

it ill.

SONNET, XLIX.

FAyre cruell, why are ye so fierce and cruell ?

Is it because your eyes haue powre to kill ?

then know, that mercy is the mighties iewell,

and greater glory thinke to saue, then spill.

But if it be your pleasure and proud will,

to shew the powre of your imperious eyes :

then not on him that neuer thought you ill,

but bend your force against your enemyes.
Let them feelo th'utmost of your crueltyes,

and kill with looks, as Cockatrices doo

:

but him that at your footstoole humbled
lies,

with mercifuU regard, giue mercy too.

Such mercy shal you make admyred to be,

so shall you liue by giuing life to me.

SONNET. L,

LOng languishing in double malady,
of my harts wound and of my bodies griefe,

there came to me a leach that would apply

fit medicines for my bodies best rcliefe.

Vayne man (quod I) that hast but little priefe

in deep discouery of the mynds disease,

is not the hart of all the body chiefe ?

and rules the members as it selfe doth please.

Then with some cordialls sceke first to appease

the inward languour of my wounded hart,

and then my body shall haue short 1}' case

:

but such sweet cordialls passe Physitions

art,

Then my lyfes Leach doe you your skill reueale,

and with one salue both hart and body heale.
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SOXNET. LI.

DOe I not see that fayrest ymages
Of hardest Marble are of purpose made ?

for that they should endure through many
ages,

ne let theyr famous moniments to fade.

Why then doe I, vntrainde in louers trade,

her hardnes blame which I should more com-
mend ?

sith neuer ought was excellent assavde,

which was not liard t'atchiue and bring to

end.

Ne ought so hard, but he that would attend,

mote soften it and to his will allure :

so doe I hope her stubborne hart to bend,
and that it then more stedfast will endure.

Onvly my paines wil be the more to get her,

but hauing her, my ioy wil be the grc-atcr.

SONNET. LII.

SO oft as homeward I from her depart,

I goe lyke one tliat hauing lost the field,

is prisoner led away with hcauy hart,

des|X)yld of warlike amies and knowcn shield.

So doe 1 now my selfc a prisoner yceld,

to sorrow and to solitary paiiie :

from presence of my dearest deare exylde,

longwhile alone in languor to reniaine.

There let no thought of ioy or pleasure vaiiie,

dare to ap[)rocli, that may my solace breed:

but sudden dumps and drery sad diwlaync,

of all worlds gladnesse more my torment feed.

So I her aljsens will my penaunce make,

that of her presens I my inccd may lake.

SONNET. LIII.

Tile Panther knowing that his spotted hydc
Doth please all leasts, but that his ItKjks

llu-ni fray,

within a busli his dreadfull head doth hide,

to let them g;ue wliylest lie on tliem may
pray.

Kighl so my cruell f.iyre with me doth play,

for with (he g«MKlly setnbLmt of her ln-w

she doth allure me to mine owne decay,

and then no merry will vni<» me shew.

Great shame it is, thing so diinne in view,

m.ide for to Im' the worlds ni<Mt ornament,

t<i ni.ike the b.ivte her g.uers to enibrew,

gtHxl shumrH to Ik- to ill mx inHtrunnnl.

Hut merry <loth with lx*anlic l>ent .1

OS ill theyr nuiker yr them Ih-hI ii...>

SONNET. LIIII.

OF this worlds Theatre in which we stay.

My loue lyke the Sjxxrtator ydly sits

beholding me tliat all the pageants play,

disguysing diuersly my troubled wits.

Sometimes 1 ioy when glad occasion fits,

and mask in myrth lyke to a Comedy :

soone after when my ioy to sorrow flits,

1 waile and make my woes a Tragedy.
Vet she beholding me with constant eye,

delights not in my merth nor rues my smart

:

but when I laugh she mocks, and when
I cry

she laughes, and hardens eucrmore her hart.

What then can moue her ? if nor merth nor

mone,
she is no woman, but a scncclesse stone.

SONNET. LV.

SO oft as I her beauty doe behold,

And therewith doe her cruelty comjxire,

I maruaile of what substance was the n^Ltuld

the which her made attonce so cruell faire.

Not earth ; for her high thoghlb more heauenly

are,

not water; for her loue doth burne like fyrc:

not ayre ; for she is not ho light or rare,

not fyre ; forshedotli friese with faint desire.

Tlieii needs another Element inquire

whereof she mote be nuule ; that is the skyc.

for to the hcauen her haughty lookes aspire

:

and eke her miiul is pure immortall live.

Tlien sith to hcauen ye lykened are the best,

be lyke in mercy as in all the rest

;

SONNET. IV 1.

FAyre yc bo sure, btit crnrll and vnkind,

As is a Tvgre that witli ; -e

hunts after blou<l, when I.. . .cc dolh

find

a feeble XiaxsK, d<»th felly him o|>|>rcvsc.

Fuyrc be yc sure, but proud and pittiless<<.

asinasiormc, llmt all thin;-- .l.-ii ..1, .n .1.

finding a tree alone all ct»f

l)catH on it strongly it to runi.iM .

I'avre l)c yc sure, but hard und obsliimtc,

as is u rrxke ;unnUl tl '>• :

gavnst whhh a ship • :
>'• .

doth sillier wrerk lti>th «'l li

'Ili.it shij). that trc»-, and 1

am I,

wlumi ye doe wreck, dixr ruinc, and destroy.
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SONNET. LVII.

SWeet warriour when shall I haue peace
with you ?

High time it is, this warre now ended were

:

which I no lenger can endure to sue,

ne your incessant battry more to beare

:

So weake my powres, so sore my wounds
appeare,

that wonder is how I should Hue a iot,

seeing my hart through launched euery where
with thousand arrowes, which your eies have

shot:

Yet shoot ye sharpely still, and spare me not,

but glory thinke to make these cruel stoures.

ye cruell one, what glory can be got,

in slaying him that would Hue gladly yours ?

Make peace therefore,and grauntme timelygrace.

that al my wounds wil heale in little space.

SONNET. LVIII.

By her that is most assured to her selje.

WEake is th'assurance that weake flesh

reposeth

In her owne powre,and scorneth others ayde

:

that soonest fals when as she most supposeth
her selfe assurd, and is of nought affrayd.

All flesh is frayle, and all her strength vnstayd,

like a vaine bubble blowen vp with ayre :

deuouring tyme and changeful chance haue
prayd

her glories pride that none may it repayre.

Ne none so rich or wise, so strong or fayre,

but fayleth trusting on his owne assurance :

and he that standeth on the hyghest stayre

fals lowest : for on earth nought hath endur-
aunce.

Why then doe ye proud fayre,misdeeme sofarre,

that to your selfe ye most assured arre.

SONNET. LIX.

THrise happie she, that is so well assured

Vnto her selfe and setled so in hart

:

that nether will for better be allured,

ne feard with worse to any chaunce to start

:

But like a steddy ship doth strongly part

the raging waues and keepcs her course

aright

:

ne ought for tempest doth from it depart,

ne ought for fayrer weathers false delight.

Such selfe assurance need not feare the spight

of grudging foes, ne fauour seek of fricntls :

but in the stay of her owne stedfast might,

nether to one her selfe nor other bends.

Most happy she that most assured doth rest,

but he most happy who such one loues best.

SONNET. LX.

THey that in course of heauenly spheares
are skild,

To euery planet point his sundry yeare

:

in which her circles voyage is fulfild,

as Mars in three score yeares doth run his

spheare.

So since the winged God his planet cleare,

began in me to moue, one yeare is spent

:

the which doth longer vnto me appeare,

then al those fourty which my life outwent.
Then by that count, which louers books inuent,

the spheare of Cupid fourty yeares containes:

which I haue wasted in long languishment,
that seemd the longer for my greater paines.

But let my loues fayre Planet short her wayes
this yeare ensuing, or else short my dayes.

SONNET. LXI.

THe glorious image of the makers beautie,

My souerayne saynt, the IdoU of my
thought,

dare not henceforth aboue the bounds of

dewtie,

t'accuse of pride, or rashly blame for ought.

For being as she is diuinely wrought,
and of the brood of Angels heuenly borne :

and with the crew ofblessedSaynts vpbrought,
each of which did her with theyr guifts

adorne

;

The bud of ioy, the blossome of the morne,
the beame of light, whom mortal eyes

admyre

:

what reason is it then but she should scorne

base things, that to her loue too bold aspire ?

Such heauenly formes ought rather worshipt be,

then dare be lou'd by men of meane degree.

SONNET. LXIL

Tile weary yeare his race now hauing run,

The new begins his compast course anew

:

with shew of morning mylde he hath begun,

betokening peace and plenty to enscw.

So let vs, which this chaunge of weather vew,
chaunge ecke our mynds and former Hues

amend,
the old yeares sinncs forcpast let vs eschew,

and fly the faults with which we did offend.

Then shall the new yeares ioy forth freshly send,

into the glooming world his gladsome ray

:

and all tliese stormes which now his beauty

blend,

shall turne to caulmesand tymely cleare away.

So likewise loue cheare you your heauy spright,

and chaunge old yeares annoy to new delight.
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SONNET. LXIIL

AFter long stormes and tempests sad assay,

Which hardly I endured heretofore :

in dread of death and daungerous dismay,
with which my silly barke was tossed sore :

I doe at length descry the happy shore,

in which I hope ere long for to arryue
;

fayre soyle it seemes from far and fraught

with store

of all that deare and daynty is alyue.

Most happy he that can at last atchyue
the ioyous safety of so sweet a rest

:

whose least delight sufficeth to dcpriue

remembrance of all paineswliichhimopprest.

All paines are nothing in resjxrct of this,

all sorrowes short that gaine eternall blisse.

SONNET. LXIIII.

COmming to kisse her lyps, (such grace I

found)

Me seemd I smelt a gardin of sweet flowrcs :

that dainty odours from them threw around

for damzels fit to decke their louers bowres.

Her lips did smell lyke vnto Gillyflowers,

her ruddy cheekes lyke vnto Roses red :

her snowy browcs lyke budded Bellamourcs,

her louely eyes lyke Pincks but newly sprcd.

Her goodly bosome lyke a Struwlx-rry bed,

her neck lyke to a bounch of Cullumbyncs :

her brest lyke lillyes, ere theyr Icaucs be shed,

her nip[)les lyke yong blossomd lesscmyncs.

Such fragrant flowrcs doe giue most odorous

smell,

but her sweet odour did them all cxccll.

SONNET. LXV.

THe doubt which ye misdccmc, fayrc louc,

is vainc,

That fondly fcare to ltK>sc your lilx-rty,

when loosing one, two lilx-rtii-s yc gayne,

and make liiiM bond that Ix mdageearst dyd fly.

Sweet be the bands, t he which t rut- loucdolh tye,

without consirayni or dread of any ill

:

the gentle birde fetlcs no captiuity

within her rage, but singes and feeds her fill.

There i)ride dare not appro* h, nor discord spill

the league twixt tlicni, that loyal loue ituth

lH>un'l :

but simple truth and mutuull grxMl will,

scckes with sweet peace to saluc each others

wound :

There fayth doth fcarlcsse dwell in brascn

towre,

and s;K)tlessc pleasure builds her Miorcd

.bow re.

SONNET. LXn.

TO all those happy blessings which ye haue,
with plenteous hand by heauen vpon you

thrown,
this one disparagement they to you gaue,
that ye your loue lent to so meane a one.

Vee whose high wortlis surjxissing paragon,
could not on earth haue found one tit for

mate,

ne but in heauen matchable to none,
why did ye stoup vnto so lowly state ?

But ye thereby much greater glory gate,

then had ye sorted with a princes pere

:

for now your light doth more it selfe dilate,

and in my darknesse greater doth ap[>eare.

Vet since your light hath once enlumind me,
with my reflex yours shall encreased be.

SONNET. LXVII.
k^

LYke as a huntsman after weary chace, ^
Seeing the game from him cscapt away,^

sits downe to rest him in some shady plAce, <v-

with panting hounds beguiled of their pray ; ^
So after long jmrsuit and vaine ass;iy, ??

when I all weary had the chace forsooke, ^
the gentle deare returnd the selfe-s;une way, to

thinking to quench her thirst at the next

br(xjke. C-^

There she beholding me with myldcr lookc, i

sovight n'^t to fly. but fearelesse still did biile: ^
till I in hand her yet halfe trnnbling tex>ke, C^

and with her owne gocnlw ill liir fyrmely tyde. C^

Strange thing me sccmd to sec a lK*ast so wyld, ^
so goodly jyrt time with her owne will bcguyid. -^

SONNET. LXV III.

A /pDst glorious Lord of Ivfe, that on this

iVI cUy. (X^
. I r-'

Didst iiuike thy triumph oiier death and &tn : JL/

and luiuing harrowd hell, diilst bru\g away $^
captiuity thence captiuc vs to win : •

'"
/i

Tl>is ioyous day. deare l^>rd. with iov br^in, JC/^
nn<l gr.mt tli.it we for \\' !nt -^-^

W\\\\' witJj thv deare l. ;i>m

sm. ICH
m;iv Hue for euer in felicity. '^ ^

And that thy Knic wc wei^^lung worthily, ^i'
.

nuiv likewise lotie thee (or tlir viinr aguinct^c^
and for thy vike that all Is kr<loarr«|idst h\\\ , %^
with louc nuiv one another eiitrria\ m-. "^ ^ y

So let vs louc, deare louc. lyke a> we •'ujlit . M^
loue is the lesson which the I.4)rd n-^ lautjht.JL^
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SONNET. LXIX.

THe famous warriors of the anticke world,

Vsed Trophees to erect in stately wize :

in which they would the records haue enrold,

of theyr great deeds and valarous emprize.

What trophee then shall I most fit denize,

in which I may record the memory
of my loues conquest, peerelesse beauties

prise,

adorn'd with honour, loue, and chastity.

Euen this verse vowd to eternity,

shall be thereof immortall moniment

:

and tell her prayse to all posterity,

that may admire such worlds rare wonder-
ment.

The happy purchase of my glorious spoile,

gotten at last with labour and long toyle.

SONNET. LXX.

FResh spring the herald of loues mighty
king,

In whose cote armour richly are displayd

all sorts of flowers the which on earth do
spring

in goodly colours gloriously arrayd.

Goe to my loue, where she is carelesse layd,

yet in her winters bowre not well awake

:

tell her the ioyous time wil not be staid

vnlesse she doe him by the forelock take.

Bid her therefore her selfe soone ready make,
to wayt on loue amongst his louely crew

:

where euery one that misseth then her make,
shall be by him amearst with penance dew.

JIake hast therefore sweet loue, whitest it is

prime,

for none can call againe the passed time.

SONNET. LXXI. N

Iloy to see how in your drawen work.
Your selfe vnto the Bee ye doe compare

;

and me vnto the Spyder that doth lurke,

in close awayt to catch her vnawure.
Right so your selfe were caught in cunningsnare

of a deare foe, and thralled to his loue

:

in whose strcight bands ye now aii)tiued are
so firmely, that ye ncuer may remoue.

But as your worke is wouen ail abouc,
with woodbynd flowers and fragrant Eglan-

tine

:

so sweet your prison you in time siiall proue,

with many dcare delights bedecked f\'ne.

And all thensforlh cternall peace shall see,

betweene the Si^yder and the gentle Bee.

SONNET. LXXII.

OFt when my spirit doth spred her bolder

vvinges.

In mind to mount vp to the purest sky

:

it down is weighd with thoght of earthly

things

and clogd with burden of mortality.

Where when that souerayne beauty it doth spy,

resembling heauens glory in her light

:

drawne with sweet pleasures bayt, it back
doth fly,

and vnto heauen forgets her former flight.

There my fraile fancy fed with full delight,

doth bath in blisse and mantle th most at ease

:

ne thinks of other heauen, but how it might
herhartsdesire with most contentment please.

Hart need not with none other happinesse,

but here on earth to haue such heuens blisse.

SONNET. LXXIII.

BEing my selfe captyued here in care,

My hart, whom none with seruile bands
can tye,

but the fayre tresses of your golden hayre,

breaking his prison forth to you doth fly.

Lyke as a byrd that in ones hand doth spy

desired food, to it doth make his flight

:

euen so my hart, that wont on your fayre eye

to feed his fill, flyes backe vnto your sight.

Doe you him take, and in your bosome bright,

gently encage, that he may be your thrall

:

perhaps he there may learne with rare

delight,

to sing your name and prayses ouer all.

That it hereafter may you not repent,

him lodging in your bosome to haue lent.

Aj^ sonnet. LXXIIII.

J\4'0st happy letters fram'd by skilfull

iVl trade,

with which that happy name was first

dcsynd

:

tlie which three times thrise happy hath me
made,

with guifts of body, fortune and of mind.

The first my being to me gaue by kind,

from mothers womb dcriu'd by dew descent,

t he second is my souercigne Queenc most kind,

that honour and large richesse to me lent.

The third my loue, my Hues last ornament,

by whom my spirit out of dust was raysed

:

to speake her j)rayse and glory excellent,

of all alive most worthy to be praysed.

Ye three Elizabeths for euer liuc,

that tliree^such graces did vnto me giue.
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SONNET. LXXV.

ONe day I wrote her name vpon the strand,

but came the waues and washed it away :

agayne I wrote it with a second hand, ^
but came the tyde, and made my pajTies his

pray. i(^
Vayne man, sayd she, that doest in vaine assay,

a mortall thing so to immortalize, CX r\ L
for I my selue shall lyke to this decay, 4t^
and eek my name bee wyi^ed out lykewize

Not so, (quod I) let baser things denize l^
to dy in dust, but you shall Hue by fame
my verse your vertues rare shall eternize, 'i-

and in the heuens wryte your glorious name.
Wliere whenas death shall all the world subdew,

our loue shall Hue, and later Hfe renew, t^

X

SONNET. LXXVIII.

(jj Ackyng my loue I go from place to place,

]^L lyke a young fawne that late hath lost the

hynd

:

and seeke each where, where last I sawe her

A face,

^T^hose ymage yet I carry fresh in mynd.
I seeke the fields with her bte footing synd,

I seeke her bowre with her latcpresencedeckt,

{-y yet nor in field nor bowre I her can fynd :

yet field and bowre are full of her asi)ect.

But when myne eyes I thereunto direct,

they ydly Ixick returne to me agayne.

and when I ho[x.' to see tlunr trcw obiect,

r I fynd my selfe but fed with fancies vu\ne.

Xeasse then myne eyes, to seeke her selfe to see,

and let my thouglus beiiold her sclfe in mee.

SONNET. LXXVI.

FAyre lx)some fraught with vertues richest

tresure.

The neast of loue, the lodging of delight

:

the bowre of bliise, the parudice of pleasure,

the siicred liarljour of that hcuenly spright.

How was I rauisht with your lonely sight,

and my frayle thoughts loo rashly led iistray?

whiles diuing deejxi through amorous insigiit,

on the sweet spoyle of bcautic they did

And twixt her paps like early fruit in May,
whose haruest seemd to liaslen now a[xicc :

they looselywsMd theyr waiiton wingcs dispLiy

,

and there to rest themselues diil lx)ldly place.

Sweet thoughts 1 enuy your so happy rest,

which oft I wislit, yet neucr was so blest.

SONNET. LX.XVII.

WAs it a dreamc, or did I sec It plaync,

:i gcxvlly table of pure yvory :

all ^|)rc<l with iuncals, fu U) entcrtaync

thr grt-aU-sl I'rincc with |Kini|K)iis n»i.Jly.

Mongst which there in a siliur tli>h did ly

tw<K) goliicn apples of vtiiiulcwd price :

far |xtssing those which Il«rciilcs came by,

or those which Atalaiita <lid entirr.

Exceeding sweet, yet voyd of sinhill vice,

That nuiny sought yet none roul<l cucr tanlc,

sweet fruit of pltniuire brought from |iuru*

dioc

by loue hiiirselfe. aii«j in Ki-. ' iste.

Her brcsl that table was so ru I,

my thoughts the guentn, whicii would lliercon

liuue fcdd.

\

SONNET. LXXIX.

MEn call you fayre, and you doe credit it,

For that your selfe ye dayly such doc see

:

but the trew fayre, that is the gentle wit,

antl vertuous mind, is much more prays^ of

me.
For all the rest, how euer favre it Ix?,

shall turnc to nought and loose that glorious

hew

:

but onely that is jx^rnKinent and free

from fra\le corruption, tliul doth llcshcnscw.

Tluit is true beaulic : that iloth argue you
to be diuine and borne of heauenly seed :

deriu'd from that fayre Spirit, from whom al

true

and iK'rfcct beauty did at first proceed.

He onelv fayre, and what he fayre luith made,
all other fayre lyke llowres vnlymely fade.

A
SONNET. LXXX.

Ftrr «in lone n race as I banc nm
'I' land, which those ipc

giue liMue lo rol ; '
: ' ^.^

and gather to nn
Tlion as u stcttl rcfrcslu-tl alter loylo,

out of my prison 1 will breake n" \^
•

and stoutly will tluit second w< le,

with strong cndcuour and attention

Till then giue leaue lo inc u\ pleaMiit i »

.

to %\inri my mu»c and sing my loues s\uet

prai'k''

:

tlx

in\

Itut lei her pr.i

III f.il Ihr h L
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SONNET. LXXXI.

JJ THAyre is my loue, when her fayre golden

P^TTearcs, jj_
with the loose wynd ye wauing chance to

marke : ,^
fa}[re when the rose in her red cheekes

appeares, v

or in her eyes the fyre of loue does sparke.

.

Fayre when her brest lyke a rich laden barke,

with pretious merchandize she forth doth lay

:

fayre when that cloud of pryde, which oft

doth dark x.
—

-

her goodly light with smiles she driues away.
But fayrest she, when so she doth display, O-

the gate with pearles and rubyes richly dight

throgh which her words so wise do make their

SONNET. LXXXIIII.

LEt not one sparke of filthy lustfuU fyre

breake out, that may her sacred peac
molest

:

ne one light glance of sensuall desyre

Attempt to work her gentle mindes vnrest.

But pure affections bred in spotlesse brest,

^ and modest thoughts breathd from we

V" tempred sprites

'^ goe visit her in her chast bowre of rest,

accompanyde with angelick delightes.

There fill your selfe with those most ioyou

\^ sights,

the which my selfe could neuer yet attayne

J^ but speake no word to her of these sad plights

which her too constant stiffenesse doth con
way c_^

to beare the message of her gentle spright.^_

The rest be works of natures wonderment,
but this the worke of harts astonishment.

SONNET. LXXXII.

IOy of my life, full oft for louing you
I blesse my lot, that was so lucky placed :

but then the more your owne mishap I rew,

that are so much by so meane loue embased.
For had the equall heuens so much you graced

in this as in the rest, ye mote inuent

som heuenly wit, whose verse could haue
enchased

your glorious name in golden moniment.
But since ye deignd so goodly to relent

to me your thrall, in whom is little worth,

that little that I am, shall all be spent,

in setting your immortall prayses forth.

Whose lofty argument vplifting me,
shall lift you vp vnto an high degree.

SONNET. LXXXIII.

MY hungry eyes, through greedy couetize,

still to behold the obiect of theyr payne

:

with no contentment can themselues suffize,

but hauing pine, and hauing not complayne.
For lacking it, they cannot lyfe sustayne,

and seeing it, they gaze on it the more

:

in theyr amazement lyke Narcissus vayne
whose eyes him staru'd : so plenty makes me

pore.

Yet are myne eyes so filled with the store

of that fayre sight, that nothing else they
brooke

:

but loath the things which they did like before,

and can no more endure on them to lookc.

All tiiis worlds glory secmeth vayne to me,
and all theyr shewes but sha<lowes,sauingshe.

strayn.

Onely behold her rare perfection,

and blesse your fortunes fayre election.

SONNET. LXXXV.

THe world that cannot deeme of worth]

things,

when I doe praise her, say I doe but flatter

so does the Cuckow, when the Mauis sings,

begin his witlesse note apace to clatter.

But they that skill not of so heauenly mattei

all that they know not, enuy or admyre,
rather then enuy let them wonder at her,

but not to deeme of her desert aspyre.

Deepe in the closet of my parts entyre,

her worth is written with a golden quill

:

that me with heauenly fury'^th inspire,

and mygladmouthwithher sweet prayses fill

Which when as fame in her shrill trump sha

thunder

let the world chose to enuy or to wonder.

SONNET. LXXXVI.
VEncmous toung, tipt with vile adders sting

f that selfekynd withwhich the Furiesfel

theyr snaky heads doe combe, from whicl

a spring

of poysoned words and spitefuU speeches well

Let all the plagues and horrid paines of hell,

vpon thee fall for thine accursed hyrc

:

that with false forged lyes, which thou didst tel

in my true loue did stirre vp coles of yre,

The sparkcs whereof let kindle thine own fyre

and catching hold on thine owne wicked he(

consume thee quite, that didst with guil(

conspire

in mysweetpeacesuch breaches to haue bred

Shame be thy meed, and mischiefe thy reward

dew to thy selfe that it for me prepard.
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SONNET. LXXXVII. IN youth before I waxed old,

The blynd boy \'enus baby,
Since I did leaue the presence of my loue, '^ r .' c i . ,^ k^u

,, 1 jTu / '^ror want of cunning made me bold,
Many long weary dayes i haue outworne : IC , ,-^ , .

^ (^ u^ ,.
J -^ • u^ »u f^ 1 I j» . In bitter hvue to groije for honnv.

and inany nights, that slowlv seemd to moueCU i, » u ' u ^. 'i
^L 1 ^ If '•

,11 ^ liut when he saw me stung and crv, stheyr sad protract from eueningvntiUmorne.h u , i u- • a ., a:a a.,
-c 'u J *i I 1 . u 1 v« He tooke his wings and away Old fly.
For when as day the heauen doth adorne,!? *» •' -^

I wish that night tlie noyous day would end
'

and when as night hath vs of light forlorne, 'O

I wish that day would shortly rcascend. C-

Thus I the time with expectation sj^end, C^ A ^ ^^"^ hunted on a day,

and faine my griefe with chaunges to beguile,'fi> ^^^^ chaunst to come where Cupid lay,

that further seemes his terme still to extend, <l^ his quiucr by his head :

and maketh euery minute seeme a mvledL i

0"^ of his sliafts she stole away,

So sorrow still doth seeme too long to hsi,-^
j

^^^^ one of hers did close conuay, 5

but ioyous houres doo tly away too fast. -ft^ mto the others stead :

With that louc wounded my loucs liart,

but Diane beasts with Cupids dart.

SONNET. LXXXVIII.

Since I haue lackt the comfort of tliat light,

The which was wont to lead my thoughts

astray

:

I wander as in darkenesse of the night,

affrayd of euery dangers least dismay.

Ne ought I see, though in the clearest day,

whenolhers gaze vjKjn theyrsluidowcsvayne:

but th'onely image of that iKuueiily ray,

whereof some gLiiice doth in mine cie re-

mayne.

Of which beholding the Ida-.i ijlayne,

through contemplation of my jiurest part

:

with light the^'of I (Uk* my selfe sustayne,

and thereon feed my loue-afTamishl hart.

But with such brightnesse whylest I lill my
mind,

I starue my body and mine eyes doc blynd,

SONNET. LXXXIX.

LV'kc as the (.'uluer on the Iwred lx)ugh,

Sits mourning for the al>sc'ncc of lur mate

:

and in her songs sends many a wislifnll v(nv,

for his returne thai seemes lo linger Lite.

So I alone now left disconsolate,

moiirne to my selfe the al>seiice of my louc:

and vvan<lring here and there all «lesoI.itr,

seek with my pLiynts to nuitt h llial iiiourii-

fuldoue

:

Ne ioy of ought that vnder hcaucn tjolji hour,

can comfort me, but her ownc ioyoim night :

whose sweet as|»cti Ixjth Gfxl and nwn fan

nioue,

ill her vnsiH)tted pleasiiuns to delight.

Diirk is mv «lay, wlivles her fayrc light I inin,

and de.id niy life that wants such liucly blis.

SPKNSKK

I

Saw in secret to my I>ame,

How little Cupid humbly came :

and sayd to her .Ml hayle my mother.

Hut when he saw me Liugli. for shame
His face with Uishfull bK>od did flame,

not knowing \'eniis from the other,

Then neuer blush Cupid (ciuotli 1)

for nuny luuie err'd in this beauty.

VPon a day as lone Liy sweetly slumbring,

all in his mothers lap :

A gentle Ik-e with his loud trum|K't muriirrii)};,

about him flew by hap.

Whereof when he was wakened witli llic no)-se,

and saw the Ua-st so small

:

Whats this (quoth he) tliul giucs so gr«U n

voycc,

that wakens men wit hall .•*

In angry wi/.e he fives aUmt,
.(till tiiK.itens all with oaage sli Kit. 10

To whom his mother » ! ' iling 8tt>'d,

Iwixt e-ariu-sl ami t\' :

Sec iIhmi Ihy vUe likewiM all lytllc inodc,

if thou regjird the Mimr.

And yei thou sullr« »t ncythcr jjtxU in iky,

nor men in rurtli to lol :

Hut when thou uit tlispiiMMl cruelly,

ihcyr hIcci»c thou do<»st nio|r«t.

Ilien cythrr (haiigr thy cnicltv,

I

or giuc lykc Icuuc vnto the liy. M
u



578 AMORETTI.
Nathlesse the cruell boy not so content,

would needs the fly pursue :

And in his hand with heedlesse hardiment,

him caught for to subdue.

But when on it he hasty hand did lay,

the Bee him stung therefore :

Now out alasse (he cryde) and welaway,

I wounded am full sore :

The fly that I so much did scorne,

hath hurt me with his little home. 30

Vnto his mother straight he weeping came,
and of his griefe complayned :

Who could not chose but laugh at his fond

game,
though sad to see him pained.

Think now (quod she) my sonne how great the

smart

of those whom thou dost wound :

Full many thou hast pricked to the hart,

that pitty neuer found :

Therefore henceforth some pitty take,

when thou doest spoyle of louers make. 40

She tooke him streight full pitiously lamenting,

and wrapt him in her smock :

She wrapt him softly, all the while repenting,

that he the fly did mock.
She drest his wound and it embaulmed wel

with salue of soueraigne might

:

And then she bath'd him in a dainty well

the well of deare delight.

Who would not oft be stung as this,

to be so bath'd in Venus blis ? 50

The wanton boy was shortly wel recured,

of that his malady :

But he soone after fresh againe enured,

his former cruelty.

And since that time he wounded hath my
selfe

with his sharpe dart of loue :

And now forgets the cruell carelesse elfe,

his mothers heast to proue.

So now I languish, till he please

my pining anguish to appease. 60

FINIS.
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YE learned sisters which haue oftentimes (^

Beene to me ayding, others to adorne : \_

Whom ye thought worthy of your gracefnll

rymes, ia- -

That euen the greatest did not greatly scorne

To heare theyr names sung in your simple layes,

,
But ioyed in theyr prayse. ,

>

And when ye list your owne mishaps to mourne,*

Which death, or loue, or fortunes wreck- did

rayse.

Your string could soone to sadder tenor turn

And teach the woods and waters to lament

i Your dolefull dreriment. • (^ .
ji

Now lay those sorrowfull complaints aside, .C^

And hauing all your heads with girland crowhd
Helpe me mine owne loues prayses to resound

'^Ne let the same of any be enuide : J^
So Orpheus did for his owne bride, \X^
So I vnto my selfe alone will sing, Qi

,
The woods shall to me answer and my Eccho

ring, j^

EArly before the worlds light giuing lampe.
His golden beame vpon the hils doth spred,

Hauing disperst the nights vnchearefuU dampe,
Doe ye awake, and with fresh lusty hed,

Go to the bowre of my beloued loue.

My truest turtle done,

Bid her awake ; for Hymen is awake.
And long since ready tort;h liis maske to moue,
With his bright Tead that flames with many a

flake.

And many a bachelor to waite on him.

In theyr fresh garments trim.

Bid her awake therefore and soone her dight,

For lo the wished day is come at last, 31
That shall for al the paynes and sorrowes past.

Pay to her vsury of long delight

:

And whylest she doth her dight.

Doe ye to her of ioy and solace sing,

(That all the woods may answer and your eccho
V ring.

'if

BRing with you all the Nymphes that you
can heare

Both of the riuers and the forrests greene :

And of the sea that neighbours to her neare,
Al witii gay girlands goodly wel beseene. 40
And let them also with them bring in hand,
Another gay girland

For my fayre loue of lillyes and of roses,

Bound trucloue wize with a blew silke riband.

And let tliem make great store of bridale poses,

And let them eeke bring store of other flowers
To deck the bridale bowers.

And let the ground whereas her foot shall tread,

For feare the stones her tender foot should
wrong

Be strewed with fragrant flowers all along, 50
rAnd diapred lyke the discolored mead.
Which done, doe at her chamber dore awayt.
For she will waken strayt,

iffhe whiles doe ye this song vnto her sing.

The woods shall to you answer and your Eccho
ring.

E Nyrnphes of Miilla. which with careful!

heed,

The siluer scaly trouts doe tend full well, \

And greedy pikes which vse therein to feed,

Those trouts and pikes all others doo excell)

'And ye likewise which keepe the rushy lake.

Where none doo fishes take, 61

Bynd vp the locks the which hang scatterd

light.

And in his waters which your mirror make,
Behold your faces as the christall bright,

That when you come whereas my loue doth lie,

No blemish she may spie.

And eke ye lightfoot mayds which keepe the

deere.

That on the hoary mountayne vse to towre.

And the wylde wolues which seeke them to

deuoure.

With your Steele darts doo chace from com-
ming neer 70

Be also present heere,

To helpe to decke her and to help to sing,

Tliat all the woods may answer and your eccho
ring.

WAke, now my loue, awake ; for it is time.

The Rosy Morne long since left Tithones

bed.

All ready to her siluer coche to clyme.

And Phoebus gins to shew his glorious hed.

Hark how the cheerefuU birds do chaunt theyr

laies

And Carroll of loues praise.

The merry Larke hir mattins sings aloft, 80
The thrush replyes, the Mauis descant playes,

Tiie Ouzell shrills, the Ruddock warbles soft,

So goodly all agree with sweet consent.

To this dayes merriment.
Ah my deere loue why doe ye sleepe thus long,

When meeter were that ye should now awake,
T'awayt the comming of your ioyous make.
And hearken to tlie birds louelearned song,

The deawy leaues among.
For they of ioy and pleasance to you sing, 90
That all the woods them answer and theyr

eccho ring.
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MY loue is now awake out of her dreame, Crying aloud vsith strong confused noyce,

And her fayre eyes like stars that As if it were one voyce.

dimmed were Hymen io HyTnen, Hymen they do shout, 140

With darksome cloud, now shew theyr goodly That euen to the heauens theyr shouting shrill

beams
1

Doth reach, and all the firmament doth till.

More bright then Hesperus his head doth rere. To which the {)eople standing all about.

Come now ye damzels, daughters of delight. As in approuance doe thereto applaud
Heipe quickly her to dight, I And loud aduaunce her laud,

But first come ye fayre houres which were begot And euermore they Hvmcn Hymen sing

In loues sweet paradice, of Day and Night,
t^'

- 1

^1

Which doe the seasons of the veare allot, 100

^
And al that euer in this world is fayre ^
Doe make and still repayre. jC'V^^
And ye three handmaydsof theCyprianQueene,

The which doe still adorne her beauties pride,

Helpe to addorne my beautifullest bride :

And as ye her array, still throw betweene
Some graces to be seene.

And as ye vse to Venus, to her sing,

The whiles the woods shal answer and your

eccho ring.

Tliat al the woods them answer and tiieyr eccho
ring.

LOe where she comes along with portl\- pace

Lyke Phtiebe from her chamber of the East,

Arysing forth to run her niiiihty race, 150

Clad all in white, tliat seemcs a virgin best.

So well it her bcseemcs that ye would wecne
Some anaell she fiad beene. "^

Her long loose yellow locks lyke golden wyre,

Sprinckled with jxrrle, and iKTling ilowres a

twcene.

Doe lyke a golden mantle her attyre,

6-

Ow is my loue all readv forth to come, ^ And being crowned with a girLmd grcene^

Seeme lyke some mayden QueenC.

Hut let this day let this (»iie day be Miyne

Ixt all the rest be thine.

Then I thy souerayne praysts loud wil sinfj, \

Tliat all the wckkIs shal answer and theyr etxho

ring.

HArkc how the Miristrclsgin to shrill aloud

'i'lu'ir merry Musick that rcvnuuls from

fiir, i,V>

The pi|K?, the talx)r. and the tninbiing Crmid,

Tliat Wfll ;igree witlioutcri brcarji or iur.

Hut in«»st oi all till' I>.in»7.cls iUk' delitc,

Wh< II thry their tytiibrrls Mnytc,

Ami tlwrrunto di>e daunrr and oirrol Hwcvt,

That all the m-iuts they «I«h- r;iiiish <|uilr,

Tlie whylcH the btiycs run v|> iiiul downc the

street,

160

IN Let all the virgins tiierefore well awavt,,/^ . ,

And ye fresh boves that tend viK)n her gro/une jJi«-'r modest eyes abashed to behold

Prepare your sel'ues ; for he is comining strayt.Jr^ '"'"»>' pizers, as on her do stare,

Set all your things.iu scemely good aray f^ ] ^l^^'/ the lowly ground athxedare.^

Fit for so ioyfull day, C<- i

Tlie ioyfulst day that euer sunnc did see. -<^

Faire Sun, shew forth thy fauourable ray, Cx
And let thy lifull heat not feruent be (^
For feare of burning her sunshyny face,j^
Her Ixrauty to disgrace. Ji_- » 120

O fay rest I'habus, father of the Muse, /
If euer I did honour thtr ariglit, C\

'

Or sing the tiling, that mote thy iiiibd delight, IT^Ell me ye merchants daughters did ye sec

Doe not thy scruaiits simple Ixxme refuse, J^ 1 So fayre a cnature in your towne U-fore,

Ne (lure lift vp her countenance too bi^ld,

Hut blush to heare her prayses sung so loud.

So farre from l)eing j)roud.

Natlili'ssc doc ye still loud her prayses sing.

That all the woods may answer and your eccho

ring.

1

So sweet, M) lonely, and so niild as she, \(n)

A<lornd with beautves grace and vertiu's store,

Her giKKJly eyes lyke Saphyrcs shining bright,

Her forehead yuory while.

Her cheekes lyke apples which the sun hath

rudded,

Her lips Ivke cherrves charming nun to bvte.

Her bre^t like to a 1m)\\K- of cre;une viuriuldeiJ,

Her |».ips lyke Miles buddetl,

Her sinmie ne« ke l\ ke to a inarblc towre,

.'\tul all her Uxly like a |vdLu'c fayre.

Ascending vp|»c with nuiiiy u stately »tayre,

To honors m%iI and cha.stitics swccl liowrc.

Wliv stand ye still yc virgin* in unuuc, 181

\'|>on her s«) to gaxc,

\\ hiirs ve forn«t vour former lav to siti^,*.

To «liuh the womlsdul answer and your eccho

ring.
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BVt if ye saw that which no eyes can

see,

The inward beauty of her liuely spright,

Garnisht with heauenly guifts of high degree,

Much more then would ye wonder at that

sight,

And stand astonisht lyke to those which red

Medusaes mazeful hed. 190

There dvvels sweet loue and constant chastity,

Vnspotted fayth and comely womanhood,
Regard of honour and mild modesty,

There vertue raynes as Queene in royal throne,

And giueth lawes alone.

The which the base affections doe obay,

And yeeld theyr seruices vnto her will,

Ne thought of thing vncomely euer may
Thereto approch to tempt her mind to ill.

Had ye once scene these her celestial threa-

sures, 200
And vnreuealed pleasures.

Then would ye wonder and her prayses sing,

That al the woods should answer and your echo

ring.

OPen the temple gates vnto my loue.

Open them wide that she may enter in.

And all the postes adorne as doth behoue,

And all the pillours deck, with girlands trim.

For to recyue this Saynt with honour dew.
That commeth in to you. 209
With trembling steps and humble reuerence.

She commeth in, before th'almighties vew.
Of her ye virgins learne obedience.

When so ye come into those holy places.

To humble your proud faces :

Bring her vp to th'high altar, that she may
The sacred ceremonies there partake,

The wliich do endlesse matrimony make.
And let the roring Organs loudly play

The praises of the Lord in liuely notes.

The whiles with hollow throates 220

The Choristers the ioyous Antheme sing.

That al the woods may answere and their eccho

ring.

Behold whiles she before the altar stands

Hearing the holy priest that to her speakes

And blesseth her with his two happy hands,

How the red roses flush vp in her clieekes,

And the pure snow with goodly vermill stayne.

Like grimsin dyde in grayne,

That euen th'Angels which continually,

About the sacred Altare doe remaine, 230

Forget their seruice and about her tly,

j

Ofte peeping in her face that seemes more
fayre,

I

The more they on it stare.

But her sad eyes still fastened on the ground,
' Are gouerned with goodly modesty.
That suffers not one looke to glaunce awry.
Which may let in a little thought vnsownd.
Why blush ye loue to giue to me your hand,

j

The pledge of all our band ?

Sing ye sweet Angels, Alleluya sing, 240
That all the woods may answere and youreccho

ring.

NOw al isdone ; bringhome the bride againe,
Bring home the triumph of our victory,

Bring home with you the glory of her gaine,

With ioyance bring her and with iollity.

Neuer had man more ioyfuU day then this,

Whom heauen would heape with blis.

Make feast therefore now all this line long
day.

This day for euer to me holy is,

Poure out the wine without restraint or stay,

Poure not by cups, but by the belly full, 2^1
Poure out to all that wull,

- CLa/vmXI
And sprinkle all the postes and wals witt^lne.
That they may swedL, and diunktirbifwithall.

Crowne ye GQd_£acchus with a coronall,

And Hymen also crowne with wreathes of vine,

And let the Graces daunce vnto the rest

;

For they can doo it best

:

The whiles the maydens doe theyr carroll sing,

To which the woods shal answer and theyr

eccho ring. 260

\^

Ring ye the bels, ye yong men of the to\\Tie,

And leaue your wonted labors for this day:

This day is holy ; doe ye write it downe.
That ye for euer it remember may.
This day the sunne is in his chiefest hight.

With Barnaby the bright.

From whence declining daily by degrees,

He somewhat loseth of his heat and light,

When once the Crab behind his back he sees.

But for this time it ill ordained was, 270
To chose the longest day in all the yeare,

And sliortest night, when longest fitter weare :

Yet neuer day so long, but late would passe.

Ring ye the bels, to make it weare away,
And boneiiers make all day,

And daunce about them, and about them sing

:

that all the woods may answer, and your eccho

ring.
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AH when will this l^ng weary day haue end,

And lende meleaue to come vnto my loue ?

How slowly do the houres they r numbers spend ?

How slowly does sad Time his feathers moue ?

Hast thee fayrest Planet to thy home
Within the Westerne fome :

Thy tyred steedes long since haue need of rest.

Long though it be, at last I see it gloome,

And the bright euening star with golden creast

Appeare out of the East.

Fayre childe of beauty, glorious lampe of loue

That all the host of heauen in rankes doost lead.

And guydest louers thnjugh the nighles dread.

How chearefuUy thou l(X)kest from aboue, 291

Andseemst to laugh atweene thy twinkling light

As ioying in the sight

Of these glad many which for ioy doe sing,

Tliat all the woods them answer and tlicir echo
ring.

N owceasse ye damsels yourdelightsforepast;

Enough is it, tliat ail the day was yourcs:

Now day is doen, and night is nigliing fast

:

Now, bring tlic liryde into the brydall bourcs.

Now night is come, now so<jne her disaray,

And in licr bed lier lay
; 301

Lay her in iillics and in violets.

And silken courtcins ouer her display,

And (xiourd shcctes, and Arras ccjuerlcts.

Ik-hold how giMxlly my fairc loue d(x.-s ly

In proud li\miilily
;

Like viit(L i^ifiin^ when as loue her tcx)kc,

In Xviup£, lying on ihc llowry gras,

Twixt slce|)c and wake, after she weary was,

Willi bathing in the Acidalian br(H)ke. 310
Now it is night, ye dam.sels may be gon.

And leaue my loue alone,

An<l leaue likewise your former lay to sing

:

Tiu: woods no more sluil answere, nor your echo
ring.

f

NC.v welcome night, thou night so long
ex|K'(ie(l,

Tli.it long d.iifs Libour (hx-^t ut Lust <lcfrav,

And all mv cares, wlin li (riiell loin- rolli-«ted,

I List suukI in on*', and cancelled for uyc :

Spread thy br<»ar| wing ouer luy loue und inc,

That no man may vs m*c, jao
And in thy sible mantle vs enwrap,
From feare ot |xTrill ami foule horror free.

Ia-I no fiilsc trnisoii sceke %s l«) ctilrup,

Nor any dread diMjinel once annoy
The safety uf our iuy :

i^i

But let the night be calme and quietsome.

Without tempestuous storms or sad afray :

Lyke as when loue with fayre Alcmena lay,

VVhen he begot the great Tirynthian groome :

Or lyke as when he with thy selfe did lie, 330
And begot Maiesty.

And let the mayds and yongnaen cease to sing

:

Ne let the woods them answer, nor theyreecho
ring.

LEt no lamenting cryes, nor dolefull teares.

Be heard all night within nor yet without:

Ne let false whisjH.'rs, breeding hidden feares,

Brtake gentle sleepe with misconceiued dout.

Let no deluding dreames, nor dreadful sights

Make sudden sad atlrights ;

Ne let housefyres, nor lightnings hel|>elesse

harmes, 340
Ne let tile Pouke, nor other euill sprights. c/>\^

Ne let mischiuous witches with theyr charmes, 1

Ne let hob Goblins, names whose sence wj^^^jrcc

not,

Fray vs with things thatbejioL»
Let not the shriech Oiile, nor the Storke be

heard :

Nor the night Kauen that still lieadly yels.

Nor danuietl ghosts cald vp with mighty sjvls,

Nor griesly vull vires make vs once aficard : - r4>

Ne let th'unple;is;int (Ju^ rt f̂ Frogs ^till crok-fV^^^

ing /
Make vs to wish theyr choking. 350
Ixrt none of tiiese theyr drery accents sing

;

Ne let the woodi them answer, nor theyr eccho

ring.

B\
t let stil Silence trcw night watches kcc|)C,

That sacred |>face nuiy in ;issunuice raync,

.\nd t) niely sleei). when it is tyme to slei|x*,

May |Mnire his limbs forth on your plcas.int

playne.

The whiles an hundred little winged loues,

Like diners fethereil iloucs,

Shall My and tluttcr round about your beii.

And in the strret darke. that none rcprouc?*.

Their prety stcallhcs hIuU worke, and snaret

sh.d spread 3O1

To hl( h away sweet snatches of delight,

("on<e.il(| through eoiiert lught.

\'e stiiines ol \ eiius, pl.iv \(>ur sj>ort8 at hiII,

For greetlv ple;usuro, carrlesse 01 Vi>ur ti»yc*,

Tlunks more v|H)n her p»iradi>c ol ioyc>,

Then what ye do, uIIk- il u«od or ill.

All night therefore attend your MM:rry play,

For it will s<xine be ilay :

Now none doth hiiidrr you, thut sav or <«iug,

Ne will the woods now uiuswcr, nor your Lccht^

ring. 371
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rv-

WHo is the same, which at my window
peepes ?

Or whose is that faire face, that shines so

right,

it not Cinthia^he that neuer sleepes,

But walkes about high heauen al the night ?

fayrest goddesse, do thou not enuy
My loue with me to spy :

For thou likewise didst loue, though now
vnthought,

And for a fleece of woU, which priuily,

The Latjmian^shephard once vnto thee brought,
His pleasures with thee wrought. 381
Therefore to vs be fauorable now

;

And sith of wemens labours thou hast charge.
And generation goodly dost enlarge,

Encline thy will t'effect our wishfuU vow,
And the chast wombe informe with timely seed,
That may our comfort breed :

Till which we cease our hopefull hap to sing,

Ne let the woods vs answere, nor our Eccho
ring.

ANd thou great luno, which with awful
might 390

The lawes of wedlock still dost patronize.

And the religion of the faith first plight

With sacred rites hast taught to solemnize

:

And eeke for comfort often called art

Of women in their smart,

Eternally bind thou this louely band.
And all thy blessings vnto vs impart.

And thou glad Genius, in whose gentle hand.
The bridale bowre and geniall bed remaine.
Without blemish or staine, 400
And the sweet pleasures of theyr loues delight

With secret ayde doest succour and supply.
Till they bring forth the fruitfuU progeny,
Send vs the timely fruit of this same night.

And thou fayre JieUe, and thouJb'niga free.

Grant that it may so be.

Til which we cease your further prayse to

sing,

Ne any woods shal answer, nor your Eccho
ring.

^
ANd ye higlLhfiaugns.the temple of thegods^

In which a thousand torclTesHammg^ight
Doe burne, that to vs wretched earthly clods,

^

In dreadful darknesse lend desired light ; '^

And all ye powers which in the same remayne,
More then we men can fayne,

Poure out your blessing on vs plentiously,

And happy influence vpon vs raine.

That we may raise a large posterity,

Which from the earth, which they may long

possesse.

With lasting happinesse,

Vp to your haughty pallaces may mount, 420
And for the guerdon of theyr glorious merit ^

May heauenly tabernacles there inherit, ^ L
Qf^jjlessed Saints for to. increase the count. <^
So let vs rest, sweet loue, in hope of this, •

And cease till then our tymely ioyes to sing,

The woods no more vs answer, nor our eccho

ring.
^

fQ Ong made in lieu of many ornaments, <^^^

^With which rny loue should duly haue bene

dect, -^^

Which cutting off through hasty accidents, V
Ye would not stay your dew time to expect, J(r

But promist both to recompens, (7^-^ 431

Be vnto her a goodly ornament, ^-^
And for short time an endlesse moniment. C^

FINIS

Imprinted hy !P. S. for W^il-

liam Ponsonby.



Fovvre Hymncs,
MADE BY

Edm. Spenser*

London,

Printed for William Ponfonby.

u 3



TO THE RIGHT HO-
NORABLE AND MOST VER-
tuous Ladies, the Ladie Margaret Countesse

of Cumberland, and the Ladie Marie
Countesse of Warwicke.

HAuing in the greener times of my youth,

composed these Jormer tico Hymnes in the

praise oj Loue and beautie, and finding that the

same too much pleased those of like age and dis-

position, which being too vehemently caried with

that kind of affection, do rather sucke out poyfon
to their strong passion, then hony to their honest

delight, I was moued by the one of you two most

excellent Ladies, to call in the same. But being

vnable so to doe, by reason that many copies

thereof were formerly scattered abroad, I resolued

at least to amend, and by way of retractation to

reforme them, making in stead of those two

Hymnes of earthly or naturall love and beautie,

two others of heauenly and celestiall. The which

doe dedicate ioyntly vnto you two honorable

sisters, as to the most excellent and rare orna-

ments of all true loue and beautie, both in the

one and the otfier kinde, humbly beseeching you
to vouchsafe the patronage of them, and to accept

this my humble seruice, in lieu of the great graces

and honourable fauours which ye dayly shew
vnto me, vntill such time as I may by better

meanes yeeld you sotne more notable testimonie

of my thankful! mind and dutifull deuotion.

And euen so I pray for your happinesse.

Greenwich thisfirst of Septeniber.

1596.

Your Honors most bounden euer

in all humble seruice.

Ed. Sp.

AN HYMNE IN
HONOVR OF

LOVE.

±>'AjU6^

10ue,that long since hast to thy mighty powre,
^Perforce subdude my poore captiued hart

And raging now therein with restlesse stowre,

Doest tyrannize in eueric weaker part ; _ [r
Faine would I seeke to ease my bitter smart,
By any seruice I might do to thee,

Or ought tliat else might to thee pleasing bee.

And now t'asswage the force of this new flame.

And make thee more propitious in my need,

I meane to sing the praises of thy name, 10

And thy victorious conquests to areed
;

By which thou madest many harts to bleed

Of mighty Victors, with wyde wounds em-
brewed,

And by thy crucll darts to thee subdewed.

Onely I feare my wits enfeebled late,

Through the sharpe sorrowes, which thou hast

me bred,

Should faint,and words should faile me, to relate

Tiie wondrous triumphs of thy great godhcd.
But if thou wouldst vouchsafe to ouerspred
Me with the shadow of thy gentle wing, 20
I should enabled be thy actes to sing.

i-o

c-

dlCome then, come, thou mightie God of loue,

ut of thy siluer bowres and secret blisse,

Where thou doest sit in Venus lap aboue,

Bathing thy wings in her ambrosiall kisse,

That sweeter farre then any Nectar is
;

Come softly, and my feeble breast inspire

With gentle furie, kindled of thy fire.

And ye sweet Muses, which haue often proued

The piercing points of his auengefuU darts
;

And ye faire Nimphs, which oftentimes haue

loued )... 31

The crucll worker of your kindly smarts, ,

Prepare your sclues, and open wide your harts,

For to receiue the triumph of your glorie,
'

That made you merie oft, when ye were sorie.

And ye faire blossomes of youths wanton breed,

Which in the conquests of your beautie bost,

Wherewith your louers feeble eyes you feed,

But sterue their harts, that needeth nourture

most, 39
Prepare your selues, to march amongst his host,

And all the way this sacred hymne do sing,

Made in the honor of your Soueraigne king.
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GReat god of might, that reignest in the

mynd,
And all the bodie to thy hest doest frame,

Victor of gods, subduer of mankynd.
That doest the Lions and fell Tigers^ tame,

Making their cruell rage thy scornefuU game,
And in their roring taking great delight

;

Who can expresse the glorit* of thy might ?

Or who aliue can perfectly declare, 50
The wondrous cradle of thine infancie ?

When thy great mother Ventis first thee bare,

Begot of Plentie and of Penurie,

Though elder then thine owne natiuitie
;

And yet a chyld, renewing still thy ycares

And yet the eldest of the heauenly Pcares.

For ere this worlds still mouing mightie masse,

Out of great Chaos vgly prison crept.

In which his goodly face long hidden was
From heaueiis view, and in dee|je darknesse

ke[)t, 60

Loue, that had now long time securely slept

In Venus lai), vnarmed then and naked,

Gan reare liis head, by Clolho being waked.

And taking to him wings of his owne heate.

Kindled at first from heauens life-giuing fyre.

He gan to moue out of his idle seule,

Weakely at first, but after with desyre

Lifted aloft, he gan to mount v|) hyre.

And like fresh Eagle, make his bardie flight

Through all that great wide wast, yet wanting

light. 70

Yet wanting light to guide his wandring way,
His owne fuire tnothtr, for all creatures sake.

Did lend \\\u\ light from lur owne g(xxlly ray :

Then through the world his \v;iy he gan to take.

The world that was not till la- did it make ;

Whose sundrie parts he from them sclues did

seuer,

Tlie which Ixjfore had lycn corjfuscd t lur.

'Tlu' earth, the avrc, the water, and the fyre,

iTh'-n gan to rautigr tliem sclues in huge array,

'And with <:ontrary forces to conspyrc Ho

Kaeh against other, by all meanes thcv may,
Threat ning their owne rorifusion and decay :

Ayre hated earth, and water hale«l fyre, y
Tiiyi^ajc rck.-ntev»t[ieir^el.^lli<^»yre./ / /
Hej/u-n th'ei|(l/M.k/y^i<l iy(iijM/iij(M:<»«jflly well

Their conir.irv dislikis \mIIi |(iu><| uie.iurH,

I)i«l pla<e them all 111 «»r<lrr, and («iiii|kII

TokeeiK'theirjM-liK's witlunlluir sundrie ruined,

Together linkt with Adam.uitine rliainc» ;

Yet so, as that in cucry Iming wight <X>

Tliey mixc ihcmsclucs, tuid »l»cw ihcir kindly

might.

So euer since they firmely haue remained,
And duly well obserued his beheast

;

Through which now all these things that are

contained

Within this goodly cope, both most and least

Their being liaue, and dayly are increast.

Through secret sparks of his infused fyre.

Which in the barraine cold he doth inspyre.

Thereby they all do liue, and moued are
To multiply the likenesse of their kynd, icx)

Whilest they seeke onely, without further care,

To quench the flame, which they in burning
fynd :

But man, that breathes a more immortallmynd,
Not for lusts sake, but for eternitie,

Seekes to enlarge his lasting progenie

For hauing yet in his deducted spright.

Some sparks remaining of that heauenly fyre.

He is enlumind with that goodly light,

Vnto like goodly semblant to aspyre :

Therefore in choice of loue, he doth desyre
Tliat seemes on earth most heauenly, to em-

brace, ,111
Tliat same is Beautie, borne of heauenly race.

For sure of all, that in this mortall frame
Contained is, nought more diuine d«>ll» seeme,

Or that reseinbletli ujore th'immortall tlame

Of luauenlv light, then lieauties glorious Ix-ame.

Wliat wonder then, if with sudi rage extreme
Fraile men, whose eyes seek heauenly things to

see,

At sight thereof so much enrauisht bee .-* 1 19

Which well j^ercciuing, that im|>erious J|joy, '^i_
Doth tluTwith ti|i his sharp eni|M)isned darts;

Which glancing tlinnigh the eyes with coun-

tenance cov.

Rest not. till they haue pierst the trembling

harl.s,

And kindled tlame in all their inner parts.

Which suckes the 1)I(mhI, and tlrmketh vp the

Ivfe

Of airefull wretches with consuming griefc.

Thenceforth they pliyne. and nmke ful piteous

njone

Vnto the author of their Uilefull Kmc ;

Tl>e daie«i I hey w.isic, the nights ihey ijricuc

and grone,

Ttieir lilies they loath, and lieuucns light (lis*

duine ; ijo

Nu light but that, whoM? lum|H' doth yet

renuiinr

Fresh burning in the image of their eye,

'Hiey deigne to »re, and seeing it still dve.
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The whylst thou tyrant Loue doest laugh and

scorne

At their complaints, making their paine thy

Whylest they lye languishing like thrals for-

lorne,

The whyles thou doest triumph in their decay,

And otherwhyles, their dying to delay,

< Thou doest emmarble the proud hart of her,

xWhose loue before their life they doe prefer.

Si

i^So hast thou often done (ay me the more) 141

XjTo me thy vassall, whose yet bleeding hart,

J^ With thousand wounds thou mangled hast so

O^ sore

^That whole remaines scarse any little part,

Yet to augment the anguish of my smart.

Thou hast enfrosen her disdainefull brest,

That no one drop of pitie there doth rest.

Why then do I this honor vnto thee,

Thus to ennoble thy victorious name, 149

Since thou doest shew no fauour vnto mee,

Ne once moue ruth in that rebellious Dame,
Somewhat to slacke the rigour of my flame ?

Certes small glory doest thou winne hereby,

To let her liue thus free, and me to dy.

But if thou be indeede, as men thee call.

The worlds great Parent, the most kind

preseruer

Of lining wights, the soueraine Lord of all.

How falles it then, that with thy furious

feruour.

Thou doest afflict as well the not deseruer, 159
As him that doeth thy louely heasts despize,

And on thy subjects most doest tyrannize ?

Yet herein eke thy glory seemeth more.

By so hard handling those which best thee

serue.

That ere thou doest them vnto grace restore,

Tliou mayest well trie if they will euer swerue,

And mayest them make it better to deserue
;

And hauing got it, may it more esteeme.

For things hard gotten, men more dearely

deeme.

So hard those heauenly beauties be enfyred.

As things diuine, least passions doe impresse,

The more of stedfast mynds to be admyred.
The more they stayed be on stedfastnesse :

But baseborne mynds such lamps regard the

lesse.

Which at first blowing take not hastie fyre.

Such fancies feele no loue, but loose desyre.

For loue is Lord of truth and loialtie,

Lifting himselfe out of the lowly dust, 1, \

(On golden plumes vp to the purest skie,

Aboue the reach of loathly sinfuU lust, i

Whose base affect through cowardly distrust

Of his weake wings, dare not to heauen fly.

But like a moldwarpe in the earth doth ly

His dunghill thoughts, which do themselues

enure

To dirtie drosse, no higher dare aspyre,

Ne can his feeble earthly eyes endure
The flaming light of that celestiall fyre.

Which kindleth loue in generous desyre, i

And makes him mount aboue the natiue might
Of heauie earth, vp to the heauens hight.

;?

Such is the powre of that sweet passion.

That it all sordid basenesse doth expell.

And the refyned mynd doth newly fashion

Vnto a fairer forme, which now doth dwell

In his high thought, that would it selfe excell \

Which he beholding still with constant sight,

Admires the mirrour of so heauenly light.

Whose image printing in his deepest wit, '

He thereon feeds his hungrie fantasy,

Still full, yet neuer satisfyde with it.

Like Tantale, that in store doth sterued ly :

So doth he pine in most satiety, 201

For nought may quench his infinite desyre,

Once kindled through that first conceiued fyre.

Thereon his mynd affixed wholly is,

Ne thinks on ought, but how it to attaine
;

His care, his ioy, his hope is all on this.

That seemes in it all blisses to containe,

Li sight whereof, all other blisse seemes vaine.

Thrise happie man, might he the same possesse

;

He faines himselfe, and doth his fortune blesse.

And though he do not win his wish to end.

Yet thus farre happie he him selfe doth weene,

That heauens such happie grace did to him lend,

As thing on earth so heauenly, to haue scene.

His harts enshrined saint, his heauens queene.

Fairer then fairest, in his fayning eye,

Whose sole aspect he counts felicitye.

Then forth he casts in his vnquiet thought,

What he may do, her fauour to obtaine ;

What braue exploit, whatperillhardly wrought,

What puissant conquest, what aduenturous

paine, 221

May i^lease her best, and grace vnto him gaine :

He dreads no danger, nor misfortune feares,

His faith, his fortune, in his breast he beares.
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Thou art his god, thou art his mightie guyde,

Thou being blind, letst him not see his feares,

But cariest him to that which he hath eyde.

Through seas, through flames, through thousand
swords and speares

:

Ne ought so strong that may his force with-

stand,

With which thou armest his resistlesse hand,

Witnesse Leander, in the Euxine waues, 231

And stout ^neas.in the Troiane fyre, K

Achillesjiieassing through the Phrygian glailies,

And Orpheus daring to prouoke the yre

Of damnecTfiCTids, to get his loue retyre :

For both through heauen and hell thou makest
way.

To win them worship which to thee obay.

And if by all these perils and these paynes,

He may but purchase lyking in her eye, ;

What heauens of ioy,then toiiimsclfe he faynes,

Eftsoones he wy^^es quite out of memory, 241

What euer ill before he did aby :

Had it bene death, yet would he die againc.

To liue thus hap[)ic as her grace to gainc.

Yet when he hath found fauour to his will,

He nathemore can so contented rest.

But forceth further on, and siriuetii still

T'apj)roch more neare, till in her inmost brest,

He may embosomd bee, and loucd best
;

And yet not lx*st, but to be louVl alone : 250

For loue can not endure a Paragone.

Tlie feare whereof, O how doth it torment

His troubled mynd with more then hellish

paine !

And to his fayning faiisie represent

Sights neuer scene, and lliousuid shadowcs

vainc,

To breake his sIccih;, and waste his ydle brainc;

Thou that hast neuer lou'd canst not beleeuc,

1x-;lsI |Kirt of th'euils which |K)<»re loners grecuc.

Tlie gnawing enuic, the hart -frel ling fi-.ire,

Tlie vuine surmi/x's, the distruslfiill showes,

The fn'se re|K)rts that (lying tales doc bcnrc,

The doubts, the diiungers, thedebves, the wws,
The fayned fricjuis. the vnassured foes.

With thous.uuls more then any tongue can tell,

Doc make a loucrs life a wretches hell.

Vet is there one more cursed then they all,

That cancker worme, that monster Gelosie,

Which eates the hart, and feedes vpon the gall.

Turning all loues delight to miserie.

Through feare of loosing his felicitie. 270
Ah Gods, that euer ye tliat monster placed

In gentle loue, that all his ioyes defaced.

By these, Loue, thou doest thy entrance

make,
Vnto thy heauen, and doest the more endeere.

Thy pleasures vnto those which them partake,

As after stormes when clouds begin to cleare,

The Sunne more bright and glorious doth

appeare
;

So thou thy folke. through paines of Purgatorie,

Dost beare vnto thy blisse, and heauens glorie.

There thou them placcst in a Paradize 2S0

Of all delight, and ioyous ha|)[)ie rest.

Where they doe feedc on Nectar heauenly wize.

With Herculfs and Hebe, and the rest

Oi Venus dearlings, through her bountie blest.

And lie like Gods in yuorie betls arayd,

Willy^j^jUj^yillig^ouer them displayd. «

Tliere with thy daughter Pleasure they doc play

Their hurtlesse sjKirts, without rebukeor blame,

And in her snowy bosome boldly lay 289

Their (juiet iieads, deuoyd of guilty shame.

After full ioyunce of their gentle game.

Tiien her they crowne their Goddessc and their

Queene,

And decke with floures thy altars well bcsecnc.

Av me. deare Lord, that euer I might ho|H\

For all the paines and woes thai 1 endure.

To come at lenglli vnto the wished MO|>e

1)1 my desire ; or nught my selte avsurc,

That happie jxtrt for euer to rccurc.

Then woukl I ihinke these jv;»incs no {xiines at

all,

And nil my woes to Ik- but |)cnancc siiull. ^00

Then would I sing c»f thine immurlall praise

An he-aucnly Ilynuie, .such as the .Anpis sing,

And ihv triumphant tuune then would 1 ral^c

Houe all the g«Mls, tlicc onely honorini;,

My guide, my Gcxl, my victor, and mv king
;

Till then, drrail I.or»l, vc)uehs;ifc to take of inc

This simple song, thus fruui'd in [)raisc uf thee.

l^INIS. ^
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AN HYMNE IN
HONOVR OF

B E A V T I E.

AH whither, Loue,wiIt thou now carrie mee?
XjLWhat wontlesse fury dost thou now inspire

Into my feeble breast, too full of thee ?

Whylcst seeking to aslake thy raging fyre,

Thou in me kindlest much more great desyre.

And vp aloft aboue my strength doest rayse

The wondrous matter of my fyre to prayse. 1

That as I earst in praise of thine owne name,
So now in honour of thy Mother deare, 9
An honourable Hymne I eke should frame

;

And with the brightnesse of her beautie cleare,

The rauisht harts of gazefull men might reare.

To admiration of that heauenly light.

From whence proceeds such soule enchaunting
might.

Therto do thou great Goddesse, queene of

Beauty,
Mother of loue, and of all worlds delight,

Without whose souerayne grace and kindly

dewty,
Nothing on earth seemes fayre to fieshly sight,

Doe thou vouchsafe with thy loue-kindling

light,

T'illuminate my dim and dulled eyne, 20

And beautifie this sacred hymne of thyne.

That both to thee, to whom I meane it most,

And eke to her, whose faire immortall beame,
Hath darted fyre into my feeble ghost.

That now it wasted is with woes extreame.

It may so please that she at length will streame

Some deaw of grace, into my withered hart,

After long sorrow and consuming smart.

WHat time this worlds great workmaiste

did cast

To make al things, such as we now behold, 3^
It seemes that he before his eyes had plast

A goodly Paterne, to whose perfect mould
He fashiond them as comely as he could

;

That now so faire and seemely they ai)peare,

As nought may be amended any wheare.

That wondrous Paterne wheresoere it bee,

Whether in earth layd vp in secret store,

Or else in iieauen, that no man may it see

With sinfull eyes, for feare it to deflore,

Is perfect Beautie which all men adore, 40
Whose face and feature doth so much excell

All mortal sence, that none the same may tell.

Thereof as euery earthly thing partakes,

Or more or lesse by influence diuine,

So it more faire accordingly it makes,
And the grosse matter of this earthly myne.
Which clotheth it, thereafter doth refyne.

Doing away the drosse which dims the light

Of that faire beame, which therein is empight.

For through infusion of celestiall powre, 50
The duller earth it quickneth with delight.

And life-full spirits priuily doth powre
Through all the parts, that to the lookers sight

They seeme to please. That is thy soueraine

might,

Cyprian Queene,which fiowingfrom thebeame
Of thy bright starre, thou into them doest

streame.

That is the thing which giueth pleasant grace

To all things faire, that kindleth liuely fyre,

Light of thy lampe, which shyning in the face,

Thence to the soule darts amorous desyre, 60

And robs the harts of those which it admyre,
Therewith thou pointest thy Sons poysned

arrow.

That wounds the life, and wastes the inmost

marrow.

How vainely then doe ydle wits inuent, Vs

That beautie is nought else, but mixture made<.

Of colours faire, and goodly temp'rament

Of pure complexions, that shall quickly fade

And passe away, like to a sommers shade,

Or that it is but comely composition 6g

^ parts well measurd, with meet disposition.

Hath white and red in it such wondrous powre,

That it can pierce through th'eyes vnto the

hart.

And therein stirre such rage and restlesse

stowre.

As nought but death can stint his dolours

lart ?

Or can proportion of the outward part,

Moue such affection in the inward mynd,
That it can rob both sense and reason blynd ?

Why doe not then the blossomes of the field.

Which are arayd with much more orient hew,

And to the sense most daintie odours yield, 80/

Worke like impression in the lookers vew ? //

Or why doe not faire pictures like powre she^

In which oftimes, we Nature see of Art

Exceld, in perfect limming euery part.

icj,''
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But ah, beleeue me, there is more then so

Tliat workes such wonders in the minds of men
I that have often prou'd, too well it know

;

And who so list the like assayes to ken,

Shall find by tryall, and confesse it then,

That Beautie is not, as fond men misdeeme
An outward shew of things, that onely seem

For that same goodly hew of white and red,

With which the cheekes are sprinckled, sh

decay,

And those sweete rosy leaues so fairely spre^

\[)on the lips, shall fade and fall away
To that they were, euen to corrupted clay

That golden wyre, those sparckling stajs so

bright

Shall turne to dust, and loose their goodly light

But that faire lam[)e, from whose celestiall ray

That light proceedes, which kindleth louers tire,

Shall neuer be extinguisht nor decay, lo

But when the vitall spirits doe expyre,

Vnto her natiue planet shall retyre,

For it is heauenly borne and can not die,

Being a parcell of I he purest skie.

For when the soule, the which dcriued was
At first, out of that preat immortall Spright,

liy whom all line to loue, whilome did j)as

I)ownc from the to[) of purest hcauens hight,

To l>c cmUxlied ht-re, it then to<jke light no
And liuely spirits from that fayrest starre,

Which lights the world forth from his tiric carre.

Which jxjwre retayning still or more or Icssc,

WhLMi she ill fleshly seede is eft cnraccd,

Through euery part she doth the same im-

presse.

According as the heacens hauc her grari-d.

And frames her house, in which she will be

placed,

Fii for her stife, adorning it with siH)yU'

( )f ih'heaueiily riches, which she robd crewhyle.

Therof it comes, that these faire soules, which

luiue 1 20

Tlif most resemblance of thai htniucnly liglit.

I''r:imp 'o tljemst-lues most iKrautifull and braiie

'I'hiir fleshly bowrc, most fit for ihi-ir delight.

And the grosse iiuiltcr by a souerainr miglil

Tcmprrs so trijn, that it nuiy well Ik* st'ciie,

A pallacc fit for such a virgin (^ueeiie

•So eiury spirit, as it is most pure,

I
And haih in it the more of hniueiily lightj

So it tlie fairer Ixnlie doth |)r(x-ure

To h.ii)il in, and it more fairely (light

With ch«-arefull gra< e and amiable sight.

For of the MMlle the Ixwlie forme doth lake

For »oule is forme, and doth the bodic iiiukc.

^591

Therefore where euer that thou doest behold

A comely corpse, with beautie faire endewed.
Know this for certaine, that the same doth hold

A beauteous soule,with faire conditions thewed,

P'it to receiue the seede of vertue strewed.

For all that faire is. is by nature good
;

That is a signe to know the gentle blood. 140

Yet oft it falles, that many a gentle mynd
Dwels in deformed tabernacle drownd.
Either by chaunce, against the course of kynd.
Or through vnai)tneffe in the substance fownd,

Which it assumed of some stubborne grownd,

hat will not yield vnto her formes direction,

ut is jjerform'd with some foule imperfection.

And oft it falles (ay me the more to rew)

That goodly Ix-autie, allx- heauenly borne.

Is foule abusd, and that celestiall hew, 150

Which doth the world with her delight adorne,

Made but the bait of siime. and sinners scorne
;

Whilest euery one doth seeke and sewtohaueit,

But euery one doth seeke, but to depraue it.

Yet nalliemore is tiiat faire Ix'auties bUunc,

But theirs that do abuse it vnto ill

:

Nothing so g(KKl, but that tlirough guilty shame
May be corrupt, and wrested vnto will.

Nathelesse the soule is faire and beauteous still.

How ever fleshes fault it filthy make : 160

lH>r things inunortall no corruption take.

But ye faire Dames, the worlds dearc orna-

ments.

And liuely muigcs of he-aucns light,

Ix-t not your b«-"ames with such »iis|vir;igeinents

IW'diind.and yonrbriglit gloried;irkne<inuight:

Hut mindfull still of your first countries siiiht,

IKk' still preserue your first informed gi.ne.

Whose sliadow yet shyncs in )our beauteous

face.

I/xUh that foule blot, that hellish fierbranti,

l)isloi;ill lust, fiiire Uauties fouli*st bl.ime. 170

Th.ii kise .itfe«tions, which yt>ur eares would

bland,

Cummeiid to you bv loues abused tuimc ;

Hut is iiidecde the (KindsUur oi ilefame.

Which will the g-.irbnd o( your gl«»rie marrc.

And (|ucncii the light of your bright hhynint{

starre.

Hut gentle Lour, th.it loi.dl is .md trew.

Will more illumine vour resplcmlcnl ruv,

An<l adde more briglit lu-sse to your gi^xliy hew,

I'rom light of his pure fur, which by like wny
Kindled «»f v«nirs, yoiir likriicvsc dotli jlispUiy,

Like as two mirrours by o|>|m>m1 rrflexi«»n, 181

Due both exprcsMT the facen first iin|>ra»iuu.



592 AN HYMNE
Therefore to make your beautie more appeare,

It you behoues to loue, and forth to lay

That heauenly riches, which in you ye beare,

Thatmen the more admyre their fountaine may,
For else what booteth that celestiall ray,

If it in darknesse be enshrined euer.

That it of louing eyes be vewed neuer ?

But in your choice of Loues, this well aduize.

That likest to your selues ye them select, 191

The which your forms first sourse may sym-

pathize,

And with like beauties parts be inly deckt

:

For if you loosely loue without respect.

It is no loue, but a discordant warre,

Whose vnlike parts amongst themselues do

iarre./ 1 ,

> V '

.

/For Loue is a celestiall harmonic,

^Of likely harts composd of starres concent,

ilWhich ioyne together in sweete sympathie,

I
vTo worke ech others ioy and true content,

J'VVhich they haue harbourd since their first

fc\ descent 201

jUut of their heauenly bowres, where they did

I \ see

And know ech other here belou'd to bee.

Then wrqng it w^re that any other twaine

Should in loues gentle band combyned bee.

But those whom heauen did at first ordaine,

And made out of one mould the more t'agree :

For all that like the beautie which they see,

Streight do not loue : for loue is not so light,

As streight to burne at first beholders sight.

jBut they which loue indeede, looke otherwise,

[with pure regard and spotlesse true intent,

[Drawing out of the obiect of their eyes,

JA more refyned forme, which they present

IVnto their mind, voide of all blemishment

;

[Which it reducing to her first perfection,

IBeholdeth free from fleshes frayle infection.

And then conforming it vnto the light.

Which in it selfe it hath remaining still

Of that first Sunne, yet sparckling in his sight.

Thereof he fashions in his higher skill, 221

An heauenly beautie to his fancies will,

And it embracing in his mind entyre.

The mirrour of his owne thought doth admyre.

Which seeing now so inly faire to be,

As outward it appeareth to the eye,

And with iiis spirits proportion to agree,

He thereon iixeth all his fantasia.

And fully setteth his felicitie.

I

Counting it fairer, then it is indeede, 230
And yet indeede her fairenesse doth exceede.

For louers eyes more sharply sighted bee
Then other mens, and in deare loues delight

See more then any other eyes can see.

Through mutuall receipt of beanies bright,

Which Carrie priuie message to the spright.

And to their eyes that inmost faire display,

As plaine as light discouers dawning day.

Therein they see through amorous eye-glaunces,

Armies of loues still flying too and fro, 240
Which dart at them their litle fierie launces,

Whom hauing wounded, backe againe they go,

Carrying compassion to their louely foe
;

Who seeing her faire eyes so sharpe effect,

Cures all their sorrowes with one sweete aspect.

In which how many wonders doe they reede

To their conceipt, that others neuer see,

Now of her smiles, with which their soules they
feede.

Like Gods with Nectar in their bankets free.

Now of her lookes, which like to Cordials bee ;

But when her words embassade forth she sends.

Lord how sweete musicke that vnto them lends.

jSometimes vpon her forhead they behold

fA thousand Giaces masking in delight,

iSniuetimes within her eye-lids they vnfold

[Ten thousand sweet belgards, which to their

sight

•oe seeme like twinckling starres in frostie

night

:

'But on her lips, like rosy buds in May,
So many millions of chaste pleasures play.

All those, Cylherefl, and thousands more 260

Thy handmaides be, which do on thee attend

To dccke thy beautie with their dainties store.

That may it more to mortall eyes commend.
And make it more admyr'd of foe and frend

;

That in mens harts thou niayst thy tlirone

enstall

And spred thy louely kingdome ouer all.

Then lii iryimiph, great beauties Queene,

Aduance the banner of tiiy conquest hie,

That all this world, the which thy vassals beene.

May draw to thee, and with dew fealtie, 270
Adore the powre of thy great Maiestie,

Singing this Hymne in honour of thy name,
Compyld by me, which thy poore liegeman am.
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In lieu whereof graunt, great Soueraine,

That she whose conquering beautie doth cap-

tiue

My trembling hart in her eternall chaine,

One drop of grace at length will to me giue,

That I her bounden thrall by her may liue,

And this same life, which first fro me she

reaued,

May owe to her, of whom I it receaued, 280

And you faire Venus dearling, my deare dread,

Fresh flowre of grace, great Goddtsse of my life
.

When your faire eyes these fearefuU hlies siial

read,

Deigne to let fall one drop of dew reliefe,

That may recure my harts long pyning griefe,

And shew what wondrous powre your t^uty
hath.

That can restore a damned wight from death.

FINIS

AN HYMNE OF
HEAVENLY

LOVE.
Oue, lift me vp v|K)n thy golden ^igs, ' It lou'd it selfe. because it selfc was faire

;

From this base world vnto thy heauens (F"or faire is lou'd :) and of it selfe begot9^
pWhere I may see those admirable tljmgs,

Wiiich there thou workest by thy soueraine

inight,
'

(^
Farre abouc feeble reach of earthly sight.

;L'
Like to it selfe his eldest sonne and heire,

Eternall, j)ure. and voide of sinful! blot,

The firstling of his ioy, in wiiom no iot

Of loucs dislike, or i)ride was to Ix; founcU
Whom he therefore with equall honour crownd.

That I thereof an heauenlv Ilynuie may sil.g^aVith him lie raignd. iK-forc all time prescribed,
Vnto the god of Loue, high heauens liing.

Many lewd laves (ah woe is me the more)

In j>raise of tliat mad lit, which f<«)les call

loue,

I haue in th'heal of youtli ma<lc heretofure.

'That it) light wits did Ifxjse affection moue. 11

Hut all those follies now I do reprouc,

And turned haue the tenor of my string,

The hcauenly prayscs of true^loue to sing.

And ye that wont with gree<ly vaine desire

To rea<lc my fault, and wondring at my llatne,

To warmc your sclucs at my wi<lc s|)arckling

lire,

Silh now tluit heat is quenched, (juench my
blame,

And in her asins shroud my 'lying shame :

For V ho my jusscd follu-s now pursfwes, 20

Ik'ginncs his ownc, and my ol<l fault renewed.

J
) Fforc this worlds gresil frame, in which ul

13 tilings

Are now containd, found any iK'ing place

Frr (lifting Time roiild wag liis rvas wings

AixMit that might ic iHHind, wliu'h<lntli cMibrucr Adornd with ili<>u^ni<l l.itnps of I ' f:hli

'Djc rolling Spheres, and jRirts their hourctt by
{

Andwith ten tl UyniiiK^old,

space,
I

Hr gaue as till I |i|, 61

'Hiai higlni«rfiall |Niwrr, which now dotli niouc
j

'lli.ii tlirv might scrue iiim in rtcrnull blis,

In all these thnigs, ni<>iiM in it itclic by l<>nc. And be |iurtukcrb uf iIium: ioyc» uf hi».

In endlesse glorie and immortall might.

Together with that third from tluin deriucd.

Most wise, nu>sl holy, most alniightie Spright,

Whose kingdomes throne no thought of earthly

wight 40
("an coinpicliend.much lesse my trembling verse

With equall words aui ho|K' it to reherM.*.

Vet most blessed Spirit, pure l;im|x' of light.

Fteriiall spring of grace and wiscdtmie trtw,

Vouchs;ife to shed into my Ixirren spright.

Smie little tirop of thy celesliall dew,
'Hiat may my rynus with sweet inlu>c embrcw,
Atul giue me words ttjuall vnto mv thought,
To tell the nurueiles by thy inercie wnmght.

Vet being j)regnant still with |K)wrcfuU grace,

And full ot fruit full loue. that lours to gi-t 51
'Iliings like himstlfr, and to ciiLirge his ratY,

His sro>iid brtxxl though not in |Kmre so grtnit»

Vet full of Uautie, next he did Ugrl
An infinite increase of Angels bright.

All gitstring glorious in their Makers light.

To them the heauens illimitable higiil.

Not tlusriHit)«llM*atH-n,uhirli\\r ftKiil '"Kl,
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There they in their trinall triplicities

About him wait, and on his will depend,

Either with nimble wings to cut the skies,

When he them on his messages doth send,

Or on his owne dread presence to attend,

Where they behold the glorie of his light.

And caroU Hymnes of loue both day and night.

Both day and night is vnto them all one, 71

For he his beames doth still to them extend.

That darknesse there appeareth neuer none,

Ne hath their day, ne hath their blisse an end,

But there their termelesse time in pleasure

spend,

Ne euer should their happinesse decay,

Had not they dar'd their Lord to disobay.

But pride impatient of long resting peace,

Did puffe them vp with greedy bold ambition,

That they gan cast their state how to increase

Aboue the fortune of their first condition, 81

And sit in Gods owne seat without commission:

The brightest Angell, euen the Child of light.

Drew millions more against their God to fight.

iTh'Almighty seeing their so bold assay,

Kindled the flame of his consuming yre,

'And with his onely breath them blew away
* From heauens hight, to which they did aspyre,

,To deepest hell, and lake of damned fyre
;

Where they in darknesse and dread horror

dwell, 90
Hating the happie light from which they fell.

So that next off-spring of the Makers loue,

Next to himselfe in glorious degree,

Degendering to hate, fell from aboue

Through pride; (for pride and loue may ill

agree)

And now of sinne to all ensample bee :

How then can sinful! flesh it selfe assure,

Sith purest Angels fell to be impure ?

But that eternall fount of loue and grace,

Still flowing forth his goodnesse vnto all, 100

Now seeing left a waste and emptie place

In his wyde Pallace, through those Angels fall.

Cast to sui)ply the same, and to cnstall

A new vnknowen Colony therein,

Wliose root from earths base groundworke

shold begin.

Therefore of clay, base, vile, and next to nought,

Yet form'd by wondrous skill, and by his might:

According to an hcauenly patterne wrought.

Which he had fashiond in his wise foresight.

He man did make, and brcalhd a lining spright

Into his face most bcautifuU and fayre, in
Endewd with wisedomes riches, heaucnly, rare.

Such he him made, that he resemble might
Himselfe, as mortall thing immortall could

;

Him to be Lord of euery lining wight,

He made by loue out of his owne like mould,
In whom he might his mightie selfe behould

For loue doth loue the thing belou'd to see.

That lilce it selfe in louely shape may bee. /

./

But man forgetfull of his makers grace, 120

No lesse then Angels, whom he did ensew,

Fell from the hope of promist heauenly place,

Into the mouth of death, to sinners dew,
And all his off-spring into thraldome threw

:

Where they for euer should in bonds remaine,

Of neuer dead, yet euer dying paine.

Till that great Lord of Loue, which him at first

Made of meere loue, and after liked well.

Seeing him lie like creature long accurst.

In that deepe horror of despeyred hell, 130

Ilim wretch in doole would let no lenger dwell,

But cast out of that bondage to redeeme.

And pay the price, all were his debt extreeme.

Out of the bosome of eternall blisse.

In which he reigned with his glorious syre.

He downe descended, like a most demisse

And abiect thrall, in fleshes fraile attyre.

That he for him might pay sinnes deadly hyre.

And him restore vnto that happie state,

In which he stood before his haplesse fate. 140

In flesh at first the guilt committed was,

Therefore in flesh it must be satisfyde

:

Nor spirit, nor Angell, though they man surpas,

Could make amends to God for mans misguyde,
But onely man himselfe, who selfe did slyde.

So taking flesh of sacred virgins wombe.
For mans deare sake he did a man become.

And that most blessed bodie, which was borne
Without all blemish or rcprochfull blame.

He freely gaue to be both rent and tome 150

Of cruell hands, who with despightfull shame
Reuyling him, that them most vile became,
At length him nayled on a gallow tree.

And slew the iust, by most vniust decree.

huge and most vnspcakeable impression

Of loues deepe wound, that pierst the piteous

hart

Of that deare Lord with so entyre affection,

And sharply launching euery inner part.

Dolours of death into his soule did dart

;

Doing him die, that neuer it dcserued, 160

To free his foes, that from his heast had
swerued.



HEAVENLY LOVE, 595

What hart can feele least touch of so sore

launch,

Or thought can think the depth of so deare

wound ?

Whose bleeding sourse their streames yet neuer

staunch,

But stil do flow, and freshly still redound,

To heale the sores of sinful! soules vnsound,

And dense the guilt of that infected cryme,
Which was enrooted in all fleshly slyme.

I blessed well of loue, floure of grace,

t glorious Morning starre, lampc of light,

I Most liuely image of thy fathers face, 171

' Eternall King of glorie, Lord of might,
' Meeke lambe of God before all worlds behight,

How can we thee requite for all this good ?

Or what can prize that thy most precious blood ?

Yet nought thou ask'st in lieu of all this loue,

But loue of vs for guerdon of thy paine.

Ay me ; what can vs lesse then that bchoue ?

Had he required life of vs againe.

Had it bcene wrong to aske hisowne with gaine?
He gaue vs life, he it restored lost

;
181

Tlien life were least, that vs so lille cost.

But he our life hath left vnto vs free,

Free that was thrall,and blessed that was hand

;

Ne ought demaunds, but that wc lowing bee,

As he himselfe hath lou'd vs afore hand,

And lx)und thorto with an eternall band.

Him first to loue, that vs so dearciv bought.

And next, our Ijrethren to his iiuiige wrought.
i J. ^ K -y*^'

J^ini first to loue, great right and reason is.

Who lirst to vs our life and lx.'ing gaue ; nji

' And after when wc fan-d liad amissc,

Vs wretches from the second death did sane ;

, And last the fcKxl of life, which now we h.iue,

• Kueri himselfe in his dcare s;icrament,

To fcede our hungry s<jules vnlo vs lent,

riien next to loue our breliiren, that were nuulc

Of that sclfe moul<l,aiif1 that selfe makershand,
That we, and to the s;ime againe shall f.ide,

Where they shall haue like heritage of land,

How »'uer liero on higher stej)s we stand ; 301

Whirli also were with skI/c huiuc price re-

deemed
That we, liow eucr of vs light esleiincd.

An<l were they not, vet since thai Imiing I,,4»r«l

Comnuuinded vs to Imic ihem jor his sake,

Vmvu for his s.ike, and for his sa< r«d word,

Which in his last lM-(|ucnt he to vs sii.ike,

WC nhould them loue, un<l with their neeii.s

iKirtake ;

Kiutwing tlut wliuts<x.Tc to ihcni we ci*!**.

We giuc to him, by whom wr all (l«>c uuc. 310

thy selfe, earth, out of thy soyle,^^
lou walluwest hke to tilthv swvne 1

Such mercy he by his most holy reede

Vnto vs taught, and to approue it trew,

Ensampled it by his most righteous deede,

Shewing vs mercie, miserable crew.

That we the hke should to the wretches shew,
And loue our brethren ; thereby to approue,

How much himselfe tiiat loued vs, we loue.

Then rouze

In which thou

And doest thy mynd in durty j)lcasures moyle, I
VnmindfuU of that dearest Lord of thyne ; 221 %
Lift vp to him thy heauie clouded eyne, I

That thou his soueraine bountie mayst behold, /
And read through loue his mercies manifold.^X
Beginne from first, where he encradled was
In simple cratch, wrapt in a wad of hay,

Belweene the toylefuU Oxe and humble Asse,

And in what rags, and in how base aray,

The glory of our heauenly riches lay, 229
When him the silly Shej)heards amie to see,

Whom greatest I'rinces sought on lowest knee.

From thence reade on the storie of his life,

His humble rarriiige, his vnfaulty wayes,

His cancred foes, his fights, his toyle, his strife,

His paines. his jiouertie, his shar|)e assayes,

Tlirough which he |>;ist his miserable dayes,

Offending none, aiui tloing gcKxl to all,

Vet being nudist both of great and small.

.\nd lotjke at last how of most wretched wights.

He t;iken was, iK'trayd, and false accused, 240
How with most scorncfull taunts, and fell

despighls

He was reuyl.l. disgrast, and foule abused.

How scourgd, how crowi.il, how buifeleil, how
brused

;

.\iid Lisily lu)w iwixt roblK-rs crucifvde,

With bitter woutids thrui|;h tiands, through

feet and syde.

Tlicn let thy Hinty hart that (eeles no |iatne,

Empierced Ik* with pittifull rentorse,

.\nd let thv Ixtwi U bleei.e in euery vuine,

At sight of his nn»^t vicnd heauenly corw.
So torne and mangled with malicious («>rM-,

An«l let thy soule, whoac sins his sorrows

wrotight, 251

Melt into teuri*N, and grone in grieueii th<Hight.

With sence where<»f whili*st mi thy softened

spirit

Is inlv toucht, un«l humbled \miIi mreke zealc,

'n»roiigli inedit.il nn < f his eiidlesM- iiitiit. 1

Lilt vi> thv III t\t t.hui \.' \

And to his sniu ....... ...t rue dtK. .., ,
^ ,

Ix>arnc hiiii to Imie, (hut loued thro so dcurc)

And in thy brcst his bleHMxl iiiuige iK^are. 359
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With all thy hart, with all thy soule and

mind,
Thou must him loue, and his beheasts em-

brace
;

All other loues, with which the world doth

blind

Weake fancies, and stirre vp affections base,

Thou must renounce, and vtterly displace.

And giue thy selfe vnto him full and free,

That full and freely gaue himselfe to thee.

Then shalt thou feele thy spirit so possest,

And rauisht with deuouring great desire

Of his deare selfe, that shall thy feeble brest

Inflame with loue, and set thee all on fire 270

With burning zeale, through euery part entire,

That in no earthly thing thou shalt delight.

But in his sweet and amiable sight.

Thenceforth all worlds desire will in thee dye,

And all earthes glorie on which men do gaze,

Seeme durt and drosse in thy pure sighted eye,

Compar'd to that celestiall beauties blaze.

Whose glorious beames all fleshly sense doth
daze

With admiration of their passing light, /

Blinding the eyes and lumining the spright.i'

Then shall thy rauisht soule inspired bee 28 1*

With heauenly thoughts, farre aboue humane \

skil, \

And thy bright radiant eyes shall plainely see '

Th'Idee of his pure glorie, present still

Before thy face, that all thy spirits shall fill

With sweete enragement of celestiall loue.

Kindled through sight of those faire things

aboue.

FINIS.

ir^.

A N HYMNE OF
HEAVENLY
B E A V T I E.

RApt with the r^e of mine own rauisht

thought,
' Through contemplation of those goodly sights,

• And glorious images in heauen wrought.

Whose wondrous beauty breathing sweet

delights,
^

Do kindle loue in high conceipted sprights :
*-

I faine to tell the things that \ behold,

But feele my wits to faile, and tongue to fold.

Vouchsafe then, thou most almightie Spright,

From whom all guifts of wit and knowledge

flow,

_To shed into my breast some sparkling light
'

^f thine eternall Truth, that I may show 11

•>ome litle beames to mortall eyes below,

)f that immortall beautie, there with thee,

^Vhich in my weake distraughted mynd I see.

,That with the glorie of so goodly sight,

/ The hearts of men, which fondly here admyre

I
Faire seeming shcwes,andfeedon vaine delight,

I Transported with celestiall desyre

; Of tiiose faire formes, may lift themselucs vp

^ hyer, ^-.^ 19

And learne to loue with zcaToTRiron iblctfewty

Th'etcrnall fountaine of that heauenly l)eauty.

Beginning then below, with th'easie vew
Of this base world, subiect to fleshly eye.

From thence to mount aloft by order dew,

To contemplation of th'immortall sky.

Of the soare faulcon so I learne to fly.

That flags awhile her fluttering wings beneathjj

Till she her selfe for stronger flight can breatli.|

Then looke who list, thy gazefull eyes to feed

With sight of that is faire, looke on the frame

Of this wyde vniiierse, and therein reed 31

The endlesse kinds of creatures, which by name
Thou canst not count, much lesse their natures

aime :

All which are made with wondrous wise respect,

And all with admirable beautie deckt.

First th'Earth, on adamantine pillers founded.

Amid the Sea engirt with brasen bands
;

Then tli'Aire still flitting, but yet firmely

bounded
On euerie side, with pyles of flaming brands,

Neuer consum'd nor quencht with mortall

hands

;

4°

And last, that mightie shining christall wall,

Wherewith he hath encompassed this All.
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By view whereof, it plainly may appeare,

That still as euery thing doth vpward tend,

And further is from earth, so still more cleare

And faire it growes, till to his perfect end
Of purest beautie, it at last ascend

:

Ayre more then water, fire much more then ayre.
And heauen then fire apjxrares more pure and

fayre,

Looke thou no further, but afiixe thine eye 50
On that bright shynie round still mouing Masse,

The house of blessed Gods, which men call Skye,

All sowd with glistring stars more thicke then

grasse.

Whereof each other doth in brightnesse passe
;

But those two most, which ruling night and day,

As King and Queene, the heauens Empire sway.

And tell me then, what hast thou eucr scene.

That to their beautie may compared bee,

Or can the sight that i.i most sliarpe and keene,

Endure their Captains flaming head to see? 60

How much lesse those, much higher in degree.

And so much fairer, and mucii more then these.

As these are fairer then the land and seas ?

For farre aboue these heauens which here we see,

Be others farre exceeding these in light.

Not bounded, not corrupt, as these same bee,

But infinite in largenesse and in hight,

Vnmouing, vncorrnpt, and s|>otIessc bright,

That need no Sunne t'illuminute tlicir splicr(^,

But their ownenatiue light farre passing theirs.

And as these heauens still by degrees arize, 71

Vntill they come to their first Mouers lx)uii(l.

That itj his mightie com[.>assc doth comprize,

And Carrie all tlic rest with him aroun<l.

So those likewise doe by rlcgrecs redound,

And rise more fairc, till they at last ariue

To the most faire, whereto they all do striuc.

Fairc is the heauen, where hap|)y soules haue

• place,

'in full enioymcnt of felicitie,

- Whence they dtxr still In-hold the glorious face

Of thv diuine cternall Maiestic ;
81

' More fairc is tkit. where those Idres on hit-,

Knrauiiged I- 1 I'itilo sn iii\mvn*\,

: And jmre Ju • . from 'io*! inspvred.

Yet fairer is th.it licaucn. \\, which doc ruinc

The soiicraiiir I'ourrs and mi;;litic I'ntrnlitlrs,

Which in their high proiec iiuhh i\in' rontuiiic

All mort ill Princes, iind iin|>eriall St.iten
;

An<l fayrcr v«'i, whereas the roy.ill Scales

And hcuucnly Dominatumi arc »cl, 90
From whom all earthly goiicfiuncc is fct.

Yet farre more faire be those bright Cherubim,
Which all with golden wings are ouerdight,

And those eternall burning Seraphins,

Which from their faces dart out fierie light

;

Yet fairer then they both,and much more bright

Be th*Angels and Archangels, which attend

On Gods owne person, without rest or end.

These thus in faire each other farre excelling,

As to the Highest they approch more neare,

Yet is that Highest farre beyond all telling, *^

Fairer then all the rest which there appeare.
Though all their beauties ioynd tc^ether \^j^^
How then can mortall tongue hope to expi^sse^
The image of such endlesse perfect nesse \^^^
Cease then my tongue, and lend vnto my mynd
Leaue to bethinke how great that beautie is, »

Whose vtmost parts so beautifull I fynd :

How much more those essentiall {xirts of his,
'.

His truth, his loue, his wisedome, and his bfis;

His grace, his doome, his mercy and his might,

By which he lends vs of himselfe a sight.

Those vnto all he daily doth dispby.

And shew himselfe in th'image of his gra^P.

As in a looking glasse, through which he may
Be scene, of all his creatures vile and Ixisc,

That are vnable else to see his face,

His glorious face which glistereth else so bright,

Tliat th'Angels selues can not endure his sight.

But we fraile wights, whose sight cannot sus-

taine 1^0

The Suns bright beames, when he on vs dotli

shyne.

But that their |)oints rebutted kicke agiiinc

.\re duld, how ain we see with feeble cyne.

The glory of that .Maiestic diuin*?.

In sight of whom both Sun and Moone ate

darkc,

Com|>ared to his least resplendent sjxirkc?

The meanes therefore whuh vnto vs is lent,

Him to lx*hold, is on his workes to lookc,

Which he hath nuule in beauty excellent

,

;\iid III the s.iine. as in a br.isen l)«H)ke, i j
To re.ide enregistred in eiier\ ni«oke

His go<Mlncv»c, >\hiih his IkmuIic tloth declar*.

Fur uU tliuts ^oon\, is beautifull and fuirc.

Tluncegatheri: '
'

•

To iru|K' the w 1,

Mount vpaloli

'

KrotM this »UiK

do Itlviid,

Anil like the natine brood of Eaglen kvnd.
On lh.it bright Siimic of gl«)ric live thine eyes,

llciuM from gr<»sse iiu!»ti» of fraile inhrmitics.

"S*^

f



598 AN HYMNE OF
Humbled with feare and awfull reuerence, 141

Before the footestoole of his Maiestie,

Throw thy selfe downe with trembling inno-

cence,

Ne dare looke vp with corruptible eye

On the dred face of that great Deity,

For feare, lest if he chaunce to looke on thee.

Thou turne to nought,and quite confounded be.

But lowly fall before his mercie seate,

Close couered with the Lambes integrity, 149
From the iust wrath of his auengefull threate.

That sits vpon the righteous throne on hy :

His throne is built vpon Eternity,

More firme and durable then Steele or brasse.

Or the hard diamond, which them both doth
passe.

'^ His scepter is the rod of Righteousnesse,

V With which he bruseth all his foes to dust,

1 And the great Dragon strongly doth represse,

' Vnder the rigour of his iudgement iust;

His seate is Truth, to which the faithfull trust

;

From whence proceed her beames so pure and
bright, 160

That all about him sheddeth glorious light.

^ Light farre exceeding that bright blazing sparke,

^
Which darted is from Titans flaming head,

' That with his beames enlumineth the darke

. And dampish aire, wherby al things are red :

Whose nature yet so much is maruelled

Of mortall wits, that it doth much amaze
The greatest wisards, which thereon do gaze.

But that imrnortall light which there doth shine,
' Is many thousand times more bright, more
'. cleare, 170

More excellent, more glorious, more diuine,

Through wliich to God all mortall actions here,

And euen the thoughts of men, do plaine

appeare
For from th'eternall Truth it doth proceed,

Through heauenly vertue, which her beames
doe breed.

With the great glorie of that wondrous light.

His throne is all encompassed around.

And hid in his owne brightnesse from the sight

Of all that looke thereon with eyes vnsound

:

And vnderncath his feet are to be found 180

Tiiunder, and lightning, and tempestuous fyre.

The mstruments of his auenging yre.

aJ^ There in his bosome Sapience doth sit,
^ The soueraine dcarliiig oi the Deity,

Clad like a Queene in royall robes, most fit

For so great powre and peerelesse maiesty.

And all with gemmes and iewels gorgeously

Adornd, that brighter then the starres appeare,

And make her natiue brightnes seem more cleare.

And on her head a crowne of purest gold 190
Is set, in signe of highest soueraignty.

And in her hand a scepter she doth hold.

With which she rules the house of God on hy.
And menageth the euer-mouing sky,

And in the same these lower creatures all,

Subiected to her powre imperiall.

Both heauen and earth obey vnto her will.

And all the creatures which they bothcontaine ;

For of her fulnesse which the world doth fill.

They all partake, and do in state remaine, 200

As their great Maker did at first ordaine,

Through obseruation of her high beheast,

By which they first were made, and still in-

creast.

The fairenesse of her face no tongue can tell,V

For she the daughters of all wemens race, a

And Angels eke, in beautie doth excell, I

Sparkled on her from Gods owne glork)us face,!

And more increast by her owne goodly grace, \

That it doth farre exceed all humane thought,

Ne can on earth compared be to ought. 210

Ne could that Painter (had he lined yet)

Which pictured Venus with so curious quill,

That all posteritie admyred it,

Haue purtrayd this, for all his maistring skill

;

Ne she her selfe, had she remained still,

And were as faire, as fabling wits do fayne.

Could once come neare this beauty souerayne.

But had those wits the wonders of their dayes

Or that sweete Teian Poet which did spend

His plenteous vaine in setting forth her prayse,

Scene but a glims of this, which I pretend.

How wondrously would he her face commend,
Aboue that Idole of his fayning thought,

That all the world shold with his rimes be

fraught ?

How then dare T, the nouice of his Art,

Presume to picture so diuine a wight,

Or hope t'expresse her least perfections part,

Whose beautie fiUes the heauens with her light,

And darkes the earth with shadow of her sight?

Ah gentle Muse thou art too weake and faint,

The pourtraict of so heauenly hew to paint.

Let Angels which her goodly face behold

And see at will, her soueraigne [^raises sing,

And those most sacred mysteries vnfold,

Of that faire loue of mightie heauens king.

Enough is me t'admyre so heauenly thing,

And being thus with her huge loue possest,

In th'only wonder of her selfe to rest.
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But who so may, thrise happie man him hold,

Of all on earth, whom God so much doth grace,

And lets his owiie Beloued to behold : 241

For in the view of her celestiall face,

All ioy, all blisse,all happinesse haue place,

Ne ought on earth can want vnto the wight,

Who of her selfe can win the wishful! sight.

For she out of her secret threasury,

Plentie of riches forth on him will powrc,

Euen heauenly riches, which there hidden ly

Within the closet of her chastest bowre,

Th'eternall portion of her precious dowre, 250

Which mighty God hath giuen to her free,

And to all those which thereof worthy bee.

None thereof worthy be, but those whom shee

Vouchsafeth to her presence to receaue,

And letteth them her louely face to see,

Wherof such wondrous pleasures they conceaue,

And sweetc contentment, that it doth liereaue

Their soule of sense, through infinite dt-light.

And them transport from flesh into the spright.

In which they see such admirable things, 260

As carries them into an extasy,

And heare such heauenly notes, and carolings.

Of Gods high praise, tliat fiUes the brascn sky.

And feele such ioy and pleasure inwardly,

Tluit maketh them all worldly cares forget.

And onely thinke on that lx.'fore them set.

Ne from thenceforth doth any fleshly sense,

"

Or idle thought of earthly things remaine:

But all tliat earst secmfl sweet, secmes n

offense, 2

And all that pleased earst, now scemcs to pain

'Hu-ir iov, their cfHnfort. their desirr, their gain

Is fixed all on that whi< h now they see,

All other sights but tayncd shudowcs \kc.

And tliat faire lampe, which vseth to cntlame

The hearts of men with selfe consuming f\re,

Tiienceforth seemes fowle, and full of sinful!

blame
;

And all that pompe, to which proud minds
aspyre

By name of honor, and so much desyre,

Seemes to them basenesse, and all riches drosse.

And all mirth sadnesse, and all lucre losse. 280

So full their eyes are of that glorious sight,

.•\nd senses fraught with such satietie,

That in nought else on earth thev ran de-

Ught,

But in th'aspect of that felicitie.

Which they haue written in their inward ey ;

On which they feed, and in their fastened

mynd
All happie ioy and full contentment fynd.

AAh then my hungry soule, which long hast fed

On idle fancies of thy foolish thought, 289 \
And with false bxrauties flattring bait misled, \

Hast after vaine deceiptfull shadowes sought.

Which all are lied, and now haue leftahee

nought.

But late repentance through thy follies pricf

;

Ah ccasse to gaze on matter of thy grief.

And looke at last vp to that soucraine light,

From whose pure l>cams al |KTfctl IxMuty

springs.

That kindleth loue in eucry gaily spright,

luien the loue of G(xl, which Icwthmg brings

Of this vile world, and these g;iy st-eming

things
;

With whose sweete ple.isures lx*ing so |»o^sfSt,

Thy Straying thoughts henceforth for cuer

rest. 301
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Brothala7nion.

CAlme was the day, and through the trem-

bling ayre, x^
Sweete breathing Zephyrus did softly play p^
A gentle spirit, that lightly did delay ^

Hot ri7a«5beames, which then did glyster fayre

When I whom suilein care, - >~^

Through discontent of my long fruitlesse stay )

In Princes Court, and expectation vayne ^
Of idle hopes, which still doe fly away, jj^
Like empty shaddowes, did aflict my brayne,
Walkt forth to ease my pa>ne ^^ lo

Along the shoare of siluer streaming Thevimes,

Whose rutty Bancke, the which hisRiuerhemmes.

Was paynted all with variable flowers, > ..

Andallthe meadesadorndwithdaintiegcmmes,
Fit to decke maydcns bowres, j^
And crowne their Paramours, ^
Against the Brydale day, which is not long : [

Sweete Themmes runne softly, till I end m)^

Song. I

There, in a Meadow, by the Riucrs side, -L

A Fl(x:ke of Nyinphes I chaunced to espy, ' 50
All louely Daughters of the Flood thereby, ',

With goodly greenish lf>cks all loose vntyde,
,

As each had Ix-ne a Hrydc, ^v^

And each one had a little wicker basket, /^
Made of fine twigs cntrayk-d curiously, >4k^

I thevtratherc<l flowers tohll their flasket ^L,In which tJjeyg

And with line Fingers, cropt full fcatcously 'A

Tlie tender stalkcs on hye. V^
Of euery sort, which in that Meadow grew, •

Th'-V gathcTi-d some ; the Violet |)alli(l blew,

,

The little Ihi/.ie, that at eueiiing closes, * 31

Tlie virgin Lillie, and tlie Primrose trew;^^
Wuh store of veriiu'il Koses, \ .

To de< ke their iJridcgronus |K)si<»s, \
Against the Hrydale day, which was not long fl :

Sweete Thenitms runnc softly, till I end my ^

Song. C\/

With ihat, I saw two Swanncs of goo«lly hcwc,

Come softly swimming downo along the I.fc
;

Two fairer Hirds I yet did neuer sec :

The snow wlii(h «lotli the top of I'inJus nXrvvt,

Did niuer whiter shew, .li

Nor Jotif himselfe when he a .Swan would Ik*

For loue of lytia, whiter did appcure :

Yet IxJti was they Miy us white us he,

Yet not so while as ihcv?, nor nothing ncarc ;

So purely white they wrrr,

Tluil curn the gentle strcame, the which thcin

l).ire,

Seem'd foule to them,andbadhisbilIowes spare

To wet their silken feathers, least they might
Soyle theirfayre plumeswithwater notso fayre.

And marre their beauties bright, 51

That shone as heauens light,

^gainst their Brydale day, which was not long:

Sweete Themmes runne softly, till I end my
Song.

4
Eftsoones the Xympfus. which now had

Flowers their fill, (X^ ,

Ran all in haste, to see that siluer brood, X" »

'j\s they came floating on the Christal Flood, -^v

iU'hom when they sawe, they stood amazed still, c*-^

Their wondring eyes to fill, (\ 59
^Them seem'd they neuer saw a sight so fayre, 0^
Of Fowles so louely. that they sure did deeme^.

Them heauenly lx)rne, t)r to be that same |»ayre q^
Which through the Skie draw Venus siluer

Teeme, V_ .

For sure they did not secme i%.
To be begot of any earthly Secde, -^

But rather .\ngels or of Angels breede : ' -

\'et were they bred of Somers-hfiil they say, *

In sweetest iscitson .when each Flower and weedc
The earth did fresh aray, J
.^) fresh they seem'd as day,- | "o

Kuen as their Brydale day, whichAvas not long :
^

Sweete Thenwies runne softly, till I end my
Song. \

Then forth they all out of tlieir kt'^kets drew,

Creal store of Flowers, the honour of the field,

That to the sense did fragr.mt otiours yeild,

All which v|K»ii tliose grxnlly Birds they threw,

And all the W.iues did strew.

That like old I'rnrm Waters they did ••ermc,

When d<»\v lie along l)y ple.is;iMt 7 're

Si'attred witli Ilowres, through / hey

streeme, 80
nialtheyap|«carethroughI.illic5pVmtcfXBStore,

Like a Brydes ( humUr flore

:

Two of those S'ytttphn, meane while, two Gar-

Linds txiund,

Of freihc^t Mtiwres which in that Mead they

found,

'n»e whicli pr«' ! m trim Arn\

.

'Hieir snowie i thercwiihall (hey

crow lid,

Whil'st one did sing this 1-ay,

l'rr|iar'd uguinst that iHiy,

Aguinst their Hrydalr dav, which wns not lon^!

Swccic Thntmtfi runne koftly, till I cm! my
.*s<iit(>. 90



602 PROTHALAMION,

Ye gentle Birdes, the worlds faire ornament,

And heauens glorie, whom this happie hower
Doth leade vnto your louers blisfuU bower,

loy may you haue and gentle hearts content

Of your loues couplement

:

And let faire Venus, that is Queene of loue.

With her heart-quelling Sonne vpon you smile,

Whose smile they say, hath vertue to remoue
All Loues dislike, and friendships faultie guile

For euer to assoile. loo

Let endlesse Peace your steadfast hearts accord,

And blessed Plentie wait vpon your bord.

And let your bed with pleasures chast abound,
That fruitfuU issue may to you afford,

Which may your foes confound,

And make your ioyes redound,

Vpon your Brydale day, which is not long :

Sweete Themmes run softlie, till I end my
Song.

7

So ended she ; and all the rest around
To her redoubled that her vndersong, i lo

Which said, their bridale daye should not be

long.

And gentle Eccho from the neighbour ground.

Their accents did resound.

So forth those ioyous Birdes did passe along,

Adowne the Lee, that to them murmurde low,

As he would speake, but that he lackt a tong

Yeat did by signes his glad affection show,
Making his streame run slow.

And all the foule which in his flood did dwell

Gan flock about these twaine, that did excell

The rest, so far, as Cynthia doth shend 121

The lesser starres. So they enranged well,

Did on those two attend.

And their best seruice lend,

Against their wedding day, which was not long:

Sweete Themmes run softly, till I end my song.

At length they all to mery London came.
To mery London, my most kyndly Nurse,

That to me gaue this Lifes first natiue sourse :

Though from another place I take my name.
An house of auncient fame. 131

There when they came, whereas those bricky

towrcs,

The which on Themmes brode aged backc doe ryde

,

Where now the studious Lawyers haue their

bowers

There whylome wont the Templer Knights to

byde.

Till they decayd through pride

:

Next whereunto there standes a stately place,

Where oft I gayned giftes and goodly grace

Of that great Lord, which therein wont to dwell,

Whose want too well now feeles my freendles

case: 140
But Ah here fits not well

Olde woes but ioyes to tell

Against the bridale daye, which is not long

:

Sweete Theimnes runne softly, till I end my
Song.

9
Yet therein now doth lodge a noble Peer,

Great Englands glory and the Worlds wide
wonder,

Whose dreadfuU name, late through all Spaine
did thunder.

And Hercules two pillors standing neere,

Did make to quake and feare : 149
Faire branch of Honor, flower of Cheualrie,

That fiUest England with thy triumphs fame,

loy haue thou of thy noble victorie.

And endlesse happinesse of thine owne name
That promiseth the same :

That through thy prowesseand victoriousarmeSj

Thy countrymay be freed from forraine harmes j

And great Elisaes glorious name may ring

Through al the world, fil'd with thy wide Alarmes,

Which some braue muse may sing

To ages following, 160

Vpon the Brydale day, which is not long

:

Sweete Themmes runne softly, till I end my

From those high Towers, this noble Lord issu-

Like Radiant Hesper when his golden hayre

In t\i Ocean billowes he hath Bathed fayre,

Descended to the Riuers open vewing.

With a great traine ensuing.

Aboue the rest were goodly to bee scene

Two gentle Knights of lonely face and feature

Beseeming well the bower of anie Queene, 170

With gifts of wit and ornaments of nature,

Fit for so goodly stature :

Tiiat like the twins of loue they seem'd in sight,

Which decke the Bauldricke of the Heauens
bright.

They two forth pacing to the Riuers side,

Rcceiued those two faire Brides, their Loues
deliglit,

Which at th'appointed tyde,

Each one did make his Bryde,

Against their Brydale day, which is not long:

Sweete Themmes runne softly, till I end my
Song. 180

FINIS.



MISCELLANEOVS SONNETS.
I

To the right vvorshipfull

M. Gabriell Haruey,

HAruey, the hap[)y aboue happiest men,
I read ; tliat, siltinj^ like a looker-on

Of this worldes stage, doest note, with critique

The sharjje dislikes of each condition
;

And, as one carelesse of suspilion,

Ne fawnest for the fauour of the great,

Ne fearest foolish reprehension

Of faulty men, which daunger to thee threat:

But freely doest of what thee list entreat.

my singular good Frend,

Doctor of the Lawes.
1 Like a great lord ui jjeerclesse liberty

;

Lifting the good up to higii Honours seat.

And the euill damning euermore to dy ;

For Life, and Death, is in thy doomefuil

writing !

So thy renowme lines euer by endighting.

Dublin, this xviij. of July, 1586.

Your dcuoted frend during life,

EDMVND Sl'ENCLK.

II

Prefixed to Nennio, or A Treatise of

Nobility, &c.

W Ilosowilseekebyrightdesertst'attaine, I And, when thou doost with cquall insight sec

Vnto the tyjx; of true Nobility, The otls Iwixl both, of U)th them deem aright.

And chuse the U'tter of thcni b»)th to ihcc :

Hut thanks to him that it deserues, behight

;

To Nenna first, that first this workc created,

i\x\(l next to Jones, llut irucly it translated.

Ed. SrENskR.

And not by |)ainted shewes and titles vaine,

Deriued farre from famous Aunceslric :

Iklxjld them l>oth in their right visnomy

Here truly [jourtrayt, as they ought to be,

And striuing l>oth for lermes of ilignitie,

To be uduanced highest in degree.

Ill

Upon the Historic of George Castriot, alias Scanderbeg,

king of the Kpirots, translated into English.

Ilerrfore doth vainc ataitjuitie so vaunt
|
Tlicir huge ryruini.U. whul* tlo hi.iurn thrral.W litr ancient mornuncMt sol nughtic

I

-'

And old HcriKs, \\\\h\\ their world dul •:

Willi their great deciles, and lild their cliiLii. u .

eares f

Who, ra|>t with wonder of llirif ' raise,

Admire their siaiii's. thrir tol' it.

llieir rich Iruimpluill Artks wlmli iliey did

raise,

I o (MIC, wImhu Liter iige luth l>i

ilih.ible to till- greatest oJ '

*ircut txttli by name, and gx\.i

might.

Aiul II"

Th.

I1iy a«.u, O 5<^nUviUg, tl

to light,

it :

\sv% unil

liulrU,



6o4 MISCELLANEOVS SONNETS.

IV

Prefixed to l^he Commonwealth and Government of

Venice.

THe antique Bahel, Empresse of the East,

Vpreard her buildinges to the threatned

skie

:

And second Babell, tyrant of the West,
Her ayry Towers upraised much more high.

But with the weight of their own surquedry,

They both are fallen, that all the earth did

feare,

And buried now in their own ashes ly,

Yet shewing by their heapes how great they
were.

But in their place doth now a third appeare,

Fayre Venice, flower of the last worlds delight.

And next to them in beauty draweth neare,

But farre exceedes in policie of right.

Yet not so fayre her buildinges to behold
As Lewkenors stile that hath her beautie told.

Edm. Spencer.



APPENDIX
OF EPIGRAMS AND SONNETS

FROM :

A THEATRE
wherein be reprc-

fentcd as wcl the miferies & ca-

IcuniticQi tljat foUolu tljr \)o^

luptuouiQi LtlorlDlingci,

c^/j aljo the ^reate ioyes and
pkjures vchich the faith-

full do en'toy.

An Argument both proht'blc and

delectable, to all that lincerely

]oue the word of God.

'Deuijcd hy S. lohn van-

der Noodt.

^ Seenc ana allowed according

to the order ap{X)inted.

^1 Ininriiited at London by
J Uniy Hynuein.in.

y\nno Domini. 15^9.

CvM Pkivil^xjio,



Epigra^ns,

TDEing one day at my window all alone,

-D So many strange things liapned me to see,

As much it grieueth tne to thinke thereon.

At my right hande, a Hinde appearde to me,

So jaire as mought the greatest God delite :

Two egre Dogs dyd hir pursue in chace,

Of which the one was black, the other white.

With deadly force so in their cruell race

Tfiey pinchte the haunches of this gentle beast,

That at tlie last, and in shorte time, I spied,

Vnder a rocke, where she {alas) opprest,

Fell to the grounde, and there vntirmly dide.

Cruell death vanquishing so noble beautie,

Oft makes me waile so iiarde a destinie.

A Fter at Sea a tall Ship dyd appere,

-^^ Made all of Heben and white luorie.

The sailes of Golde, of Silke tlie tackle were :

Milde was the ivinde, calme seemed the sea to be :

The Skie eche ivliere did shewfull bright andfaire.
With riche treasures this gay ship fraighted was.

But sodaine storme did so iurmoyle the aire,

And totnbled vp the sea, that she, alas,

Strake on a rocke that vnder water lay.

great misjortune, great griefe, I say.

Thus in one moment to see lost and dro7vnde

So great riches, as tyke can not be founde.

7^Hen heauenly branches did 1 see arise,

Out of a fresh and lusty Laurell tree

Amidde the yong grene ivood. Oj Paradise

Some noble plant I thought my selfe to see,

Suche store of birdes therein yshrouded were,

Chaunting in shade their sundry melodie.

My sprites were rauisht with these pleasures there.

While on this Laurellfixed 7ms mine eye,

The Skie gan euery ivhere to ouercast,

And darkned was the welkin all aboute,

When sodaine fiash of heauens fire outbrast.

And rent this royall tree quite by the roole.

Which makes me much and euer to complaine,

For no such shadow sJial be had againe.

TJ7lthin this 7vood, out of the rocke did rise

i^y A Spring ofwater niildely romblyng doitme,

Whereto approched not in any wise

The homely Sheplierde, nor the ruder cloune,

But many Muses, and the Nyfnphes witJiall,

That yweetely in accorde did tune their voice

Vnto the gentle sounding of the waters fall.

The sight wlierof dyd make my heart reioyce.

But while I toke herein my chiefe delight,

I sawe (alas) the gaping earth deuoure

The Spring, the place, and all cleane out of sight.

Whiche yet agreues my heart euen to this houre.

/Saw a Phoenix in the wood alone.

With purple wings and crest of golden hew,

Straunge birde he was, 7oherby I thought anone.

That of some heauenly wight I Iiad the vew :

Vntill he came vnto the broken tree

And to the spring that late deuoured was.

What say I more ? Eche thing at length we see

Doth passe away : the Phoenix there, alas,

Spying the tree destroyde, the water dride,

Himselfe smote with his beake, as in disdaine.

And so forthwith in great despite he dide.

For pilie and hue my heart yet burnes in paine,

/] T last so faire a Ladie did I spie,

•*i That in thinking on hir I burne and quake^

On herbes andfloures she walked pensiuely.

Milde, but yet loue she proudely did forsake.

White seemed hir robes, yet wouen so they ivere.

As snowe and golde together had bene 7trought.

Aboue the waste a darke cloude shrouded hir,

A stinging Serpent by the heele hir caught,

Where-ivith she languisht as the gathered fioure

:

And tvell assurde she fnounted vp to joy.

Alas in earth so nothing doth endure

But bitter griefe that dothe our hearts anoy.

]\/f^'
Song thus now in thy Conclusions,

-L yj- Say boldly that these same six visions

Do yelde vnto thy lorde a sweete request,

Ere it be long within the earth to rest.

Sonets.
/T was the time 7c}ien rest the gift of Gods

Sweetely sliding into the eyes of men.
Doth drowne in the forgetfulnesse of slepe.

The carefull trauailes of the paincfull day :

Then did a ghost appeare before mine eyes

On that great riucrs banke that runnes by Rome,
And calling me then by my propre name,

He bade me vpivarde vnto heaiien looke.

He cride to me, and loe {quod he) befiolde,

What vnder this great Temple is containde,

Loe all is nought but flying vanitie.

So I knowing the 7vorldes vnstedfastnesse,

Silh onely God surmountes the force of tyme,

In God alone do stay my confidence.
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/^A^ hill, a frame an hundred cubiies hie

L/ / sa'cve, an hundred pillers eke about,

All offine Dianianl decking the front.

And fashiond were they all in Dorike wise.

Of bricke, ne yet of marble was the wall,

Bui shining Chrislall, which from top to base

Out of deepe vaule thrru.' forth a thousand rayes

Vpon an hundred steps of purest golde.

Golde was the parget : and the sielyng eke

Did shine all scaly with fine golden plates.

The fioore was laspis, and of Emeraude.

worldes vainenesse. A sodein eartJiquake he.

Shaking the hill euen from the boltome deepe,

Threwe downe this building to the lowest stone.

Z'llen did appeare to me a sharped spire

Of diamanl, ten feete eche way in square,

Justly proportionde vp vnto his height.

So hie as mought an Archer reache with sight.

Vpon the top therof was set a pot

Made of the mettall that we honour most.

And in this golden vessell couclud were

The ashes of a mightie Empcrour.

Vpon foure corners of the base there lay

To beare the frame, foure great Lions of golde.

A worlhic tombe for such a worthie corps.

Alas, nought in this worlde but griefe endures.

A sodaine tempest from the heauen, I saw,

WithfUtsJie stroke do'wne this noble monument.

/.Sa'w raisdc vp on pillers of luorie.

Whereof the bases were of richest golde.

The chapters Alabaster, Christall frises.
The double front of a triumphall arke.

On eche side purtraide was a victorie.

With golden wings in habitc of a Nymph.
And set on hie vpon triumphing cluiire.

The auncient glorie of the Ronutne iordes.

The worke did shave it selfe not urought by man.
But rather vuuie by his mime skilfull hande

Thill forgeth thunder dartrs for lour his sire.

lErt me no more see faire thing vnder heauen,

[.Si/// / haue serne so faire a thing as this,

1 With soJaine falling broken alt to dust.

1 'y 'Urn 1 hrheldr the faire Dodonian trrr,

f 1 Vpon srurn hilies ihrou^ forth his gladsome

\
shade.

And (onipirrrr:! hrdrrhrd with his Iraiies

Along tht bankrs of ihr Italian slreame.

Tlirrr many auncient Trophres u<ere erects

Many a sptnle, and numv gnthilv signes,

\To sltnir the grralnessr of ihr \tatrly race.

That erst descended from the Troian hlouJ.

Rauisht I was to see so rare a thing.

When barbarous villaines in disordred heape,

Outraged the honour of thexe noble bo-wes.

1 hearde the tronke to grone vnder the wedge.

And since I saw the roote in hie disdaine

Sende forth againe a twinne offorked trees.

/Saw the birde that dares heholde the Sunne,

With feeble fiight venture to mount to heauen.

By more and more she gan to trust hir wings,

Still folowing th'example of hir damme :

I saw hir rise, and with a larger fiight

Surmount the toppes euen of the hiest hilies,

And pierce the cloudes , and with hir wings to reache

The place where is the temple of the Gods,

There 'was she lost, and sodenly I saw

Where tombling tlirough the aire in lompe offire,

Allflaming do-wne she fell vpon the plaine.

I sa'w hir bodie turned all to dust,

.'Ind saw the foule that shunnes the cherefull light

Out of hir ashes as a u-orme arise.

7'Hen all aslonned with this nightly ghost,

I saw an hideous body big and strong,

Ij}ng was his beard, and side did hang his hair,

A grisly forehed and Salumelike face,

leaning against the belly of a pot

He shed a tvater, whose outgushing streame

Ran fimring all along the creekie shoare

Where once the Troyan I hike with Turnusfought.

And at his feete a bitch Wolfe did giue sucke

To tux) yong babes. In his right hand he bare

The tree of peace, in left the conquering Palme,

His head was garnisht tilth the laurel botv.

Then sodenly the J'almr and (Hiue fell.

And faire greene Laurel withrrd vp and dide.

TTArd by a ritiers side, a trailing Ximphe,
jLJ- Folding hir annex trilh thousand sighs to

heauen

Did tune hir plaint to falling riuers sound.

Renting hir faire visage and golden hatre.

Where is {i/itod she) this uhilome honored face f

Whrrr is thy glory and ihr aunctrnt praise.

Where all uxtrldes hap mis trpo\rd,

Whrn rrst of (lods and man I uwshipt uvs f

Alas, siiffndr it not that tiuilr hite

Made me the sp<nlr and fumlir of the xrorld

Hut this nat< n\tlra mrir to be assatldr

Euen by an hundrrd such as Hercules,

With sruen springing hrds of inonstrpus crimes,

So many \rrors and i aligutars

Must still bring forth to rule this frokrd short.
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T/Pon a hill I saw a kindledflatne,

y Mounting like waues with triple point to

heauen.

Which of incense of precious Ceder tree

With Balmelike odor did perfume the aire.

A bird all white, well fetherd on hir winges

Hereout didflie vp to the throne of Gods,

And singing ivith nwst plesant ntelodie

She clitnbed vp to heauen in the stnoke.

Of this faire fire the faire dispersed rayes

Threw forth abrode a thousand shining leanies.

When sodain dropping of a golden shoure

Can quench the glystering flanie. greuous

chaunge !

That which erstwhile so pleasaunt scent did yelde.

Of Sulphure now did breathe corrupted smel.

/' Saw afresh spring rise out of a rocke,

Clere as Christall against the Sunny beames,

The bottome yellow like the shining land.

That golden Pactol driues vpon the plaine.

It seemed that arte and nature striued to ioyne

There in one place all pleasures of the eye.

There was to heare a noise alluring slepe

Of many accordes more swete than Mermaids
song,

The seates and benches shone as luorie.

An hundred Nymphes sate side by side about.

When from nie hilles a naked rout of Faunes
With hideous cry asseynbled on the place.

Which with their feete vncleane the water fouled.

Threw down the seals, and droue the Nimphs to

flight.

A T length, euen at the time when Morpheus
•^~L Most truely doth appeare vnto our eyes,

Wearie to see th' inconstance of the heauens :

I saw the great Typhceus sister come,

Hir head full brauely icith a morian armed.
In maiestie she seemde to matche the Gods.

And on the shore, harde by a violent strcame.

She raisde a Trophee ouer all the ivorlde.

An hundred vanquisht kings gronde at hir feete.

Their armes in shamefull wise bounde at their

backes.

While I was wnlh so dreadfull sight afrayde,

I saw the heauens warre against hir tho.

And scing hir striken fall with clap of thunder,

With so great noyse I start in sodaine wonder.

/Saw an vgly beast come from the sea.

That seuen heads, ten crounes, ten homes did

beare,

Hauing theron the vile blaspheming natne.

The cruell Leopard she resembled much :

Feete of a beare, a Lions throte she had.

The mightie Dragon gaue to hir his power.

One of hir heads yet titere I did espie.

Still freshly bleeding of a grieuous wounde.
One cride aloude. What one is like {quod he)

This honoured Dragon, or may him withstande ,

And then came from the sea a sauage beast,

With Dragons speche, and shewde hisforce byfire
With wondrous signes tc make all wights adore

The beast, in setting oj nir image vp.

/Saw a Woman sitting on a beast

Before mine eyes, of Orenge colour hew :

Horrour and dreadfull name of blasphemie

Filde hir with pride. And seuen heads I saw,

Ten homes also the stately beast did beare.

She seemde with glorie of the scarlet faire

,

And with fine perle and golde puft vp in heart.

The wine of hooredome in a cup she bare.

The name of Mysterie writ in hir face.

Tlie bloud of Martyrs dere were hir delite.

Most fierce and fell this woman seemde to me.

An Angell then descending downe from Heauen
With thondring voice cride out aloude, and sayd

Now for a truth great Babylon is fallen.

nnHen might I see vpon a white horse set

J- The faithfull tnan with flaming counts

naunce.

His head did shine with crounes set therupon.

The worde of God made him a noble name.
His precious robe I saw embrucd with bloud.

Then saw I from the heauen on horses whiles

A puissant armie come the selfe same way.
Then cried a shining Angell as ?ne thought.

That birdes from aire descending downe on eart)

Should warre vpon the kings, and eate theirflesh

Then did I see the beast and Kings also

loinyng their force to slea the faithfull man.
But this fierce hatefull beast and all hir traine,

Is pitilesse throwne downe in pit offire.

/Saw new Earth, new Heauen, sayde Sain
lohn.

And loe, the sea {quod he) is now no more.

The holy Citie of the Lorde, from hye

Descendeth gamisht as a loued spouse.

A voice then sayde, beholde the bright abode

Of God and men. For he shall be their God.

And all their teares he shall wipe clcane aicay.

Hir brightnesse greater was than can be founde.

Square 'was this Citie, and t'welue gates it had.

Eche gale ivas of an orient perfect pearle.

The houses golde, the pauemenl precious stone.

A liuely slreame, more cleere than Christall is,

Ranne through the mid, sprongfrom triumphant

seat.

There growes lifesfruite vnto the Churches good.
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5 TO THE CVRTEOVS
Buyer^ by a Welwiller of

the two Authours.

CVrteous Buyer, (for I write not to the enuious Carper) it was my good happe, as I inter-

preate it, nowe lately at the fourthe or fifte hande, to bee made acquainted wyth the three

Letters Jolloiving, by meanes of a faithfull friende, who with muche entreaty had procured the

copying of them oute, at Imnieritos handes. And I praye you, interprete it for your good

happe, so soone after to come so easilye by them, throughe my meanes, who am onely to craue

these twoo things at your handes, to thinke friendely of my friendly meaning, and to take

them of me wyth this Presumption, In exiguo quandoqiie cespite latel lepus : and many pre-

tious stones, thoughe in quantitie small, yet in qualitie and valewe are esteemed for great,

The first, for a good familiar and sensible Letter, sure liketh me verye well, and g^oieth some
hope of good mettall in the Author, in whome I knowe myselfe to be very good partes

otherwise. But shewe me, or Immerito, two Englyshe Letters in Printe, in all pointes equal!

to the other twoo, both for the matter it selfe, and also for the manner of handling, and sayCj

wee neuer sawe good Englishe Letter in our liues. And yet I am credibly certified by the

foresaide faithfull and honest friende, that himselfe hat he written manye of the same stampe
bothe to Courtiers and others, and some of them discoursing vppon matter of great waight

and importance, wherein he is said, to be fully as sufficient and hable, as in these schollerly

pointes of Learning. The whiche Letters and Discourses I would very gladly see in Writing,

but more gladly in Printe, if it might be obtayned. And at this time to speake my conscience

in a worde of these two following, I esteeme them for twoo of the rarest, and finest Treaties,

as wel for ingenious deuising, as also for significant vttering, and cleanly conueying of his matterj

that euer I read in this Tongue : and I hartily thanke God for bestowing vppon vs some such

proper and hable men with their penne, as I hartily thanke the Author himselfe, for vsing

his pleasaunte, and witty Talente, with so muche discretion, and with so little harme, con-

trarye to the veine of moste, whych haue thys singular conceyted grace in writing. If they

had bene of their owne setting forth, I graunt you they might haue beene more curious,

but beeyng so well, and so sufficiently done, as they are, in my simple iudgemcnt,

and hauing so many notable things in them, togither with so greate varietie of

Learning, worth the reading, to pleasure you, and to helpe to garnish our

Tongue, I feare their displeasure the lesse. And yet, if they thinke I

haue made them a faultc, in not making them priuy to the Publi-

cation: I shall be alwayes rcadye to make them the beste

amendes I can, any other friendly waye. Surely, Iwishe

them bothe hartilye wel in the Lord, and betake

you and them to his mercifull gouernemente,

hoping, that he will at his pleasure con-

uertesuchegoodanddiuinegiftsas

these, to tlip setting out of his

own glory , and t he bene-

fite of his Churche.

This XIX. of

June. 1580.

Tour^ and their vnfayned
jriend^ in the Lorde.



Three proper wittie fami-

liar Letters, lately passed be-

tvvene two Vniuersitie men, tou-

ching the Earthquake in April last,

and our English reformed Versifying.

To my ^^^^^^ approoucd and singiihir

friendc, Master G. H.good

GOod Master H. I doubt not but you haue
some great important matter in handc,

which al this while restraineth youre Penne,
and wonted readinesse in prouoking me vnto
that, wherein your selfe nowe faulte. If there

bee any such thing in hatdiing, I pr:iy you
hartily, Ictte vs knowe, Ix-fore al the worlde see

comming shorte of that it should, and some-

time exceeding the mta-^ure of the Numbe^, as

in Carpmier, the mi<i<lle sillabie bting vsed

shorte in sjx^ache, \%hen it shall be read long

in Verse, seemeth like a lame Coslitis:, that

drawelh one le^^e ajter htr : and Ilowni, l)ceinf;

vscd sliorte as one sillabie, when it is in \'ersc,

it. But if hap[)ly you dwell altogither in stretched out with a Diastole, is like a lame

lustinians Courte, and giue your selfe to \)C

deuoured of secrc-ate Studies, as of all likely-

hood you doe : yet at least imiKirtc some your

olde, or newe, I^atine, or Englishe, Eloquent

and Gallant Poesies to vs, from whose eyes,

you saye, you kee[)e in a manner nothing

hidden. Little newes is here stirred: but that

olde greate matter still de|xt»ling. His

Ilotioure neucr iKtter. I thinke the Earth-

quake w;is also there wyth you (which I would
gladly learne) as it w:us here v,\\\\ vs : oucr-

throwing diiicrs old buildings, and pocccs of

Churches. Sure verye str.uingc to In.- hcnrdc

of in these Countries, and yet I licarc s^nne sayc

(I kn(.Ae not howe triiely) that they hauc

knowne th«- lik«' In-fore in lh«-ir diiyes. Sed

quid vol • ttum>iis I ' " / I like

vour lal' ' Ilexani' • m eediiigly

well, that 1 also enure my i'rnrie votnrtime in

that kuide : whychc I fvnd indeede. us I hauc

heard you often dcfrndc in wor«lr, neither «o

harde, nor v) hur'»he, that it will cti%ilv ami

faircly. yecldc it m-Uc to ourc Mo<»thcr tonj{\ic.

For the onely, or chiefe<«t hardnr^sc, whvrh

S4( nxfh, is in the Acrrntc : whyrltp M»fnctiinc

gajK'th, and an it were ynwnctfi ilfnunurrdly.

Do^ge that holies up one legge. Put it is to be

wotuie with C'ustome, and rough words must be

sulnlued with Use. For, why a Gotls name may
not we. as else the Grevkcs.haue the kingdomeof

oureowne language,and nu-.usureourAccentes,

by the sounde, re^eruing the ()uantitie to the

N'ersc : Loc here 1 let vou "^oe mv olde vsr of toy
inginKymes, turned mto' ht-

nesse of Verse, bv this 7 . i ch

you tell me yo»jr fnncie, wulumt |wniiilitic.

See yee the hlifuiejmdded ftttie Cod, thatjtathered

Areher,

Of Jjjuers Miseries uhifh maketh his hloodie

(tame t

W'ote ye why, his .\toother uith a ]'eaU hath

owuered his luur f

Trust me. least he my Ijtoue haf>pely ehaunit

to hrholde.

Scrme they comiwrablr »o tl»ov two. which

I tr.m">latr«l you ex tnt ' <<l. the last

lintr \^e lay t«ij;Uhrr in \\ 'er f

That uhuh I rate, did I ioy, and that trhiJi

I f^reedilv turfed,

.4^ fiv those many gtxkily matters Itajt I for

others.



6i2 THREE PROPER AND WITTIE FAMILIAR LETTERS.
I would hartily wish, you would either send

me the Rules and Precepts of Arte, which you

obserue in Quantities, or else followe mine,

that M. Philip Sidney gaue me, being the very

same which M. Dranl deuised, but enlarged

with M. Sidneys own iudgement, and aug-

mented with my Obseruations, that we might

both accorde and agree in one : leaste we ouer-

throwe one an other, and be ouerthrown of the

rest. Truste me, you will hardly beleeue what
greate good liking and estimation Maister Dyer

had of youre Saiyricall Verses, and I, since the

viewe thereof, hauing before of my selfe had
speciall liking of Englishe Versifying, am euen

nowe aboute to giue you some token, what,

and howe well therein I am able to doe : for,

to tell you trueth, I minde shortcly at con-

uenient leysure, to sette forth a Booke in this

kinde, whyche I entitle, Epilhalamion Thamesis,

whyche Booke I dare vndertake wil be very

profitable for the knowledge, and rare for the

Inuention, and manner of handling. For in

setting forth the marriage of the Thames

:

I shewe his first beginning, and offspring, and
all the Countrey, that he passeth thorough, and
also describe all the Riuers throughout Eng-
lande, whyche came to this Wedding, and their

righte names, and right passage, &c. A worke
beleeue me, of much labour, wherein notwith-

standing Master Holinshed hath muche fur-

thered and aduantaged me, who therein hath
bestowed singular paines, in searching oute

their firste heades, and sourses : and also in

tracing, and dogging out all their Course, til

they fall into the Sea.

Tile, siquid, ego,

Ecquid erit pretij ?

But of that more hereafter. Nowe, my
Dreatnes, and dying Pellicane, being fully

finished (as I partelye signified in my laste

Letters) and presentlye to-bee imprinted, I wil

in hande forthwith with my Faery Qiieene,

whyche I praye you hartily send me with al

expedition : and your frendly Letters, and
long expected Judgement wythal, whyche let

not be shorte, but in all pointes suche, as you
ordinariiye vse, and I extraordinarily desire.

Mullum vale. Westminster, Quarto Nonas
Aprilis 1580. Sed, amabb ie, Meum Corcidum
tibi se ex animo commendat plurwmm : iavidiu

niirala, te nihil ad literas siias responsi dedisse.

Vide quccso, ne id iibi Capitale sit : Mihi eerie

qiiidem erit, neque tibi hercle impune, vt opinor,

Iterum vale, et qumn voles scspe.

Yours alwayes to commaunde

IMiMERITO.

Tostscripte.

I take best my Dreanies shoulde come forth

alone, being growen by meancs of the Glosse,

(running continually in maner of a Paraphrase)
full as great as my Calendar. Therin be some
things excellently, and many things wittily dis-

coursed of E. K. and the Pictures so singularly

set forth, and purt rayed, as if Michael Jngclo
were there, he could (I think) nor amende the

best, nor reprehende the worst. I know you

woulde lyke them passing wel. Of my Stem-
mata Dudleiana, and especially of the sundry
Apostrophes therein, addressed you knowe to

whome, muste more aduisement be had, than
so lightly to sende them abroade : howbeit,
trust me (though I doe neuer very well,)

yet in my owne fancie, I neuer dyd better:

Veruntamen te scquor solnni : nunquam verb

assequar.



l^i
A Pleasant and pitthy fami-
/iar discourse^ of the Earthquake

ill A prill last.

To my loouing frende, AI. hmnerito.

Signer Imtnerito, after as many gentle God-
morrowes, as your self, and your sweete

Harte listeth : May it please your Maister-

shippe to dispense with a poore Oratour of

yours, for breaking one principall graund Rule

of our olde inuiolablc Rules of Rlietorick, in

shewing himselfe somewhat too plcasurably

disposed in a sad matter : (of purjxjse, to

meete with A coaf>le of shreude u-itlic tinv

marrycd Gentlnvomen, which were more In-

quisitiue, than Cajable of Natures works) I will

re[)ort you a prettie conceited discourse, that

I had with them no longer agoe, than yester-

night, in a Geritlemans liouse, here in Esst-x.

Where being in the company of ccrtainc cur-

leous Gentlemen, and those two (ientlewomen,

it was my chavuice to Ik* well occupyed, I war-

rant you, at Gardes, (whidi I dare sayc I

scarcely handKd a whole tweluemoDiitjj iK-forc)

at that very instant, that the I'^irth vndi-r vs

quaked, and the house shaked aboue : Ix-sides

the moouing, and ratling of the Table, and
fourmcs, where wee sat, Whcrevfxni, the two
Gentlewomen hauing continually Utiie wrang-

ling with all the ri-st, and esjit-cialiy with my
selfe, and ciicn at that same very monient,

making a great loufie noyse, and muf h a «i(X) :

G(xh1 I>orde, quoth I. is it not wrxHuitthil

stratmgc that the drli(aie voy<»-s of two so

proj)n«r fine (ientlewc^mifn, shoulde niake su(

h

a suddaync terrible KarilKinake? Imagining in

go<^xl fayth, nothing in the worldc lesse, than

that it shoulde l)C any luirtlKjuakc in dce<le,

and im[>uting that shaking to the suddtiynr

sturring, and rrnumuing of mithc runiUr(»us

thing or other, in ihr vpi>er CliamlMT oner fnir

Ilcaih-s: which onrly m eflcct m<»sl of v*

noted, smrrelv |Krrc-yuing the rest, l)rriiig sn

closfly and eagerly set nt our ganir, ami vmtr
of vs taking on, a?t thry did. Hut Itclxildr, all

on the Kuddaync there commrth stumbling

into the Parlour, the Gentleman of the house,

somewhat straungely affrighted, and in a
manner all agast,aiid telletli vs. as will as his

Head and Tongue woulde giue him leaue, what
a woonderous violent motion, and shaking
there was of all things in his Hall: sensibly

and visibly scene, as well of his owne selfe, as

of many of his Seruauntes. and Neighbours
there. I straite wayes beginnyng to thinke

somewhat more seriously of the matter : Then
I pray you, good Syr, quoth I, send presently

one of your seruauntes farther into the Towne,
to eruiiiire, if the like hath happened there, as

most likely is, and then must it ncides be

s( UK- luirthquake. Whereat the goo<l fearcfull

GiMiUinan iK-iiig a little reccmforted, (as mis-

doubting, and dirading Ix'fore, I kr.t.we not

what in hir. owiie House, as many others did)

and imme<liately disj)at(hing his nuin into the

Towne, wee had bv and bv certavne w«x)rd,

that it w;us ginerail ouer all the lowne, and
within Icsse than a quarter of an how re after,

that the very like UhapiKned the next Towne
tof), iK-ing a farre greater and goodlver Towne.
The Gent lew (KiiKiis hartes nothinr led

with anv such A«Tidente«i. were ; .-^ly

daunted: and iluy, th.i' Ulore
were so eagerly, and gi«

, on N^S,

Ugan n(»we lt»iMH)th, very dtmurelv, and
tleuoutely to pray vnto God, ond tlie one

es|H(inlly, thai wtw eucn nowe in the HtHise

topjic, I licMx^l)e yoti harlily qiioih «>her, let

vs leuue off playing, and fall a prn\ii.g. Hy
my trurly, 1 wan n. ' !\fe.

Me ihinkrii it maruc ! ' «xl

I'artrner .'• Cannot yu | i.u to \or.i '.elfe,

({uoth one of the Gcnltrinrn. nut all the House

must licare you. and iing All in to otir I adNT*

Mattms y t *4X woomm arc rurry wny \'r\\C'

ntent, and nfirtiioimle. Vciir *rHr wa* likrr

etien nowc, to make a fruyc, than t«> pray : and
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will you nowe needcs in all hast bee on both

your knees ? Let vs,and you say it, first dis-

pute the matter, what daunger, and terror it

carryeth with it. God be praysed, it is already

ceased, and heere be some present, that are

able cunningly, and clearkly to argue the case.

I beseeche you master, or mystresse, your

zealous and deuoute Passion awhile. And with

that turning to me, and smiling a little at the

first : Nowe I pray you. Master H. what say

you Philosophers, quoth he, to this suddayne
Earthquake ? May there not be some sensible

Naturall cause therof, in the concauities of the

Earth it self, as some forcible and violent

Eruption of wynde, or the like ? Yes no doubt,

sir, may there, quoth I, as well, as an Intel-

ligible Supcrnaturall : and peraduenture the

great aboundaunce and superfluitie of waters,

that fell shortly after Michaelmas last, beeyng
not as yet dryed, or drawen vp with the heate

of the Sunne, which hath not yet recouered

his full attractiue strength and power, might
minister some occasion thereof, as might easily

be discoursed by Naturall Philosophie, in what
sorte the poores, and ventes, and crannies of

the Earth being so stopped, and fylled vp euery

where with moysture, that the windie Exhalta-

tions, and Vapors, pent vp as it were in the

bowels thereof, could not otherwise get out,

and ascende to their Naturall Originall place.

But the Termes of Arte, and verye Natures of

things thcmselucs so vtterly vnknowen, as they

are to most heere, it were a peece of woorke to

laye open the Reason to euery ones Capacitie.

I know well, it is we that you meane, quoth
one of the Gentlewomen (whom for distinction

sake, and bicause I imagine they would be

loath to be named, I will hereafter call, Mys-
tresse Inqidsitiiia, and the other, Madame
Incredula :) now I beseeche you, learned Syr,

try our wittes a little, and let vs heare a peece

of your decpe Uniuersitie Cunning. Seeing you
Gentlewomen will allgales haue it so, with

a good will, quoth I : and then forsooth, very

solemnly pawsing a whyle, most grauely, and
doctorally proceeded, as followeth.

The Earth you knowe, is a might ie great huge
body, and consisteth of many diuers, and con-

trarie members, and vaines, and arteries, and
concauities, wherein to auoide the absurditie

of Vacuum, most necessarily, be very great

store of substantiall matter, and sundry Acci-

dentall humours, and fumes,and spirites, either

good, or bad, or mixte. Good they cannot

possibly all be, whcrcout is ingendrcd so much
bad, as namely so many poysonfull, and vene-

mous Hearbes, and Beastes, besides a thousand
infectiue, and contagious thinges else. If they

be bad, bad you must needes graunt is subiect

to bad, and then can there not, I warrant you,

want an Obiect, for bad to worke vpon. If

mixt, which seemeth most probable, yet is it

impossible, that there should be such an equall,

and proportionable Temperature, in all, and
singular respectes, but sometime the Euill (in

the diuels name.) will as it were interchaunge-

ably haue his naturall Predominaunt Course,

and issue one way, or other. Which euill work-
ing vehemently in the partes, and malitiously

encountering the good, forcibly tosseth, and
cruelly disturbeth the whole : Which conflict

indureth so long, and is fostred with aboun-
daunce of corrupt putrified Humors, and
ylfauoured grosse infected matter, that it must
needes (as well, or rather as ill, as in mens and
womens bodyes) brust out in the ende into

one perillous disease or other, and sometime,
for want of Naturall voyding such feuerous,

and flatuous Spirites, as lurke within, into such

a violent chill shiuering shaking Ague, as euen
nowe you see the Earth haue. Which Ague,
or rather euery fitte thereof, we schollers call

grossely,and homely, Terrce molus, a moouing,
or sturring of the Earth, you Gentlewomen,
that be learned, somewhat more finely, and
daintily, TerrcB tnetus, a feare, and agony of

the Earth : we being onely mooued, and not

terrified, you being onely in a manner terrified,

andscarcelymooued therewith. Nowehere,(and
it please you) lyeth the poynt, and quidditie of

the controuersie, whether our Molus, or your

Mctus,he the better,and more consonant to the

Principles and Maximes of Philosophy ? the one

being manly, and deuoyde of drcade, the other

woomannish, and most wofully quiuering, and
shiuering for very feare. In sooth, I vse not to

dissemble with Gentlewoomen : I am flatly of

Opinion, the Earth whereof man was immedi-
ately made, and not wooman, is in all pro-

portions and similitudes likcr vs than you, and
when it fortuneth to be distempered, and
disseased, either in part, or in whole, I am
persuaded, and I belceue Reason, and Philo-

sophy will beare me out in it, it only mooueth
with the vcryimpulsiue force of the malady,and
not trcmbleth, or quaketh for dastardly feare.

Nowe, I beseeche you, what thinke ye,

Gentlewomen, by this Reason ? Reason, quoth

Madame Incredula : By my truly, I can neither

picke out Rime, nor Reason, out of any thing

I haue hearde yet. And yet me tliinkes all

should be Gospell, that commeth from you
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Doctors of Cambridge. But I see well, all is

not Gould, that glistereth. In decde, quoth

Mistresse Inquisiliua, heere is much adooe,

I trowe, and little helpe. But it pleaseth

Master H. (to delight himselfe, and these

Gentlemen) to tell vs a trim goodly Tale of

Robinhood, I knowe not what. Or suer if this

be Gospell, I dowie, I am not in a good beleefe.

Trust me truly, Syr your Eloquence farre

passeth my Intelligence. Did 1 not tell you
aforehand, quoth I, as muche? And yet would
you needes presume of your Capacities in such

profound mysteries of Philosophie, and Priui-

ties of Nature, as these be ? The very thinking

whereof, (vnlesse happily it be per /idem

implicilam, in beleeuing, as the learned

beleeue, And saying, It is so, bycause it is

so) is nighe enough, to caste you both into

a fitte, or two, of a daungerous shaking feauer,

vnlesse you presently secke some remedie to

f)reucnt it. And in earnest, if ye wyll giue me
eaue, vpon that small skill I haue in Exirin-

secall, and Intrinsecall rhysiognomie, and so

ffX)rth, 1 will wager all the money in my i)Oore

purse to a pottle of Ilypjxxrrase, you shall

both this night, within somwhat lesse than two

howers and a halfc, after ye be layed, Dreavie

of terrible straunge Agues, and Agonyes as

well in your owne prcttie b^xlyes, as in the

might ic great Ixxly of the Eirili. You are

very mcrily disposed, Cf)d be prayscd, quoth

Mistresse Inquisiliua, I am glad to sec you so

jilcasurablc. No doubt, but \(a\ arc mar'

uellous priuie to our dreamcs. But I pray you

now in a little good earnest, doc you Schollers

thinkc, that it is the very reason in deede,

which you s[)ake of eucn now? There Ix? nuiny

of vs.gfKxl Slistressc,(iuoih I, of that opinion :

wherin I am content to ap|H-ale to the know-

ledge of these learned (untlcmcn here. And
some againe, of our finest conceite<l headi-s

defeiul this Position, (a v( ry straunge Paradox

in my fanric :) that the liiirth bailing taken in

toomu< hdrinkr,an<la.sitwcrcoucr ianishC ujis,

(as it ')ath sensibly done in n inaner all tiiis

Winter |iast) now stnggt rclli, and reeltlh, ami
totfcreth, thiswayand that way,vpninl downc,

like a drunken man, or woonian (wlxii tluir

Alelxrirji i<li«-i«iri( k romen V|Km theni

8[K< iaily the iiK-oiiing Patlieli«all fijMin /

*<''5/i), and therrforc in this fore iblc sort, yoti

lately sawe, jijiyneth it selJc to vomit vi)

Ogainc, that ao div)rdrr(-lli, and diM|nirtrtl)

tlic whole Ixxly within. And, lorsoolhc, a fcwc

new ContradiriJiric fellowtn nuikr no more of

it, l)Ut a ccrtairie vchrnient, and |mAi«ionnlc

neesing, or sobbing, or coffing, wherewithal!
they say, and as they say, say with great

Physical!, and Natural! Reason, The Earth in

some place, or other, euer liglitly after any
great, and suddayne alteration of weather, or

diet, is exceedingly troubled, and payned, as

namely this very time of the yeare, after the
extreeme pynching colde of Winter, and
agayne in Autumne, after the extreeme parch-
ing heate of Sommcr. But shall I tell you,
Mistresse Inquisiliua ? The soundest Philo-

sophers in deede, and very deejK-st Secretaries

of Nature, holde, if it please you, an other

Assertion, and maintayne this for truth

:

(which at the leastwise, of all other seemeth
maruellous reasonable, and is quest ionlesse

farthest off from Hcrcbie :) That as the Earth,
vppon it,hathmany statelv,andboysterousand
fierce Creatures, as namely. Men and Women,
and diuers Beast cs, whcrof some one is in

maner continually at variaunce and fewde with

an other, euermorc seeking to be reuenged %j>on

his enimie, which eft scnmes breaketh forth

into professed and ojx-n Ilostilitic: and then
consequently followe set Ixittels, and moftall

warres: wheriji the one partie bcndeth all the

force of his Ordinance and other Martiall fur-

niture against the other : so likewise w ithin it

t(K), it hath also some, as vengibly and fro-

wan ily bent, as for Example, Wcxirmcs, and
Monks, and CunnNcs, ar.d such other vali-

auntly highmindtd Creatures, the Sonnes and
daughters uf Mors, and Bellotm that nurrish

ciuill debate, and contrarie factions amongst
them selucs: which arc scldonic, or ncucr
ended too, without mist^rablc bloudshetl, and
deadly warrc : and then go nic their (luni.ca

lustily ofl, and the one distltargelh Ins Perec
couragiously at the other: and there is suchc

a (lenerall dub u dublic amongst them, and
such horrible lluindering on euery svde, and
suehe a monstrous cruell shaking of one an
others portes and ('asltl*. that the wIm>Ic

luirth agayne, or at the least, m muclio of

I he Iu(r(h.a« isoucr.or nrt-rr th<m.i^ terribly

lioyvtl, and No xwoxe Ands, or If»,

f«)r (mkIs snke, <|Uoth the M.idanw, ' '

l>c

M'ur (;reat !>«»» lorly Uatnii g. W i rn
' he alr(a<lie for our .Moiuy: u;.ii li \ou

•• goe u iMlle farlluT. I tcatr nirc, you
winilde niake vs n\ghr a- • tMrlfe:

and that woulde Ixe a ,.: , • to ihc

rniuerMtir. Not a whitte, grnile Madame,
(juoth I, ihrrr he of \%, llml haue greater hlore

in our Itowgeii, than wc ran wril o«(Upie our
M-luex, atid iherrforr we arc ghul «* vcki kc,
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when by the fauourable, and gratious aspect of

some blessed Planet, and specially our Mercury,
or your Venus, it is our good Fortune, to lighte

on such good friendes, as you, and some other

good Gentlewoomen be, that take pleasure, and
comfort in such good things. Wherat Mistresse

Inquisiliua, laughing right out, and beginning
to demaunde I know not what, (me thought,
shee made, as if it shoulde haue been some
goodly plausible Jest, wherat shee is, and takes

her selfe prettily good :) Well, well. Master H.
quoth the Gentleman of the house, now you

haue playde your part so cunningly with the

Gentlewoomen, (as I warrant you shall be re-

membred of Inquisiliua, when you are gone,
and may happely forget her : which I hope,

Mistresse Incrcdula will do sometyme too, by
hir Icaue :) I pray you in earnest, let vs men
learne some thing of you too : and especially

I would gladly heare your Judgement, and
resolution, whether you counte of Earthquakes,

as Naturall, or Supernaturall motions. But the

shorter, all the better. To whom I made
answere, in effect, as foUoweth

:

Master H'. short, but sharpe, and learned

ludgement of Earthquakes.

TRuely Syr, \Tider correction, and in my
fancie : The Earthquakes themselues I

would saye are Naturall: as I veryly beleeue the

Internall Causes thereof , are: I meane those two
Causes, which the Logicians call, the Materiall,

and the Formall : Marry, the Externall Causes,
which are the Efficient and Finall, I take rather

of the two, to be supernaturall. I must craue
a little leaue to laye open the niatter.

The Materiall Cause of Earthquakes, (as was
superficially touched in the beginning of our
speache, and is sufficiently prooued by Aris-

iolle in the seconde Booke of his Meteors) is no
doubt great aboundance of wynde, or stoare of

grosse and drye vapors, and spirites, fast shut
vp, and as a man would saye, emprysoned in the
Caues, and Dungeons of the Earth: which
winde, or vapors, seeking to be set at libertie,

and to get them home to their Naturall lodg-

ings, in a great fume, violently rush out, and
as it were, breake prison, which forcible Erup-
tion,and strong breath,causcth an Earthquake.
As is excellently, and very liuely expressed of

Quid, as I remember, thus :

Visfera venloriim ccccis indusa cauernis,

Exspirare aliqub cupiens, hiclataque Jrusira
Liberiore Jrui coclo, ciim carcere Kima
Nidlajoret, tolo ncc pcruia flatibus esset,

Exlentam tumcjecit humum, ceu spirilus oris,

Tendere vesicam solet, and so foorth.

The formall Cause, is nothing but the very
manner of this same Motion, and shaking of
the Earth without : and the violent kinde of

striuing, and wrastling of the windcs, and
Exhalations within : which is, and must ncedcs
be done in this, or that sort, after one fashion,

or other. Nowc, syr, touching the other two

Causes, which I named Externall : The first

immediate Efficient, out of all Question, is

God himselfe, the Creatour, and Continuer, and
Corrector of Nature, and therefore Super-

naturall: whose onely voyce carrieth such a
reuerend and terrible Maiestie with it, that the

very Earth againe, and highest Mountaines
quake and tremble at the sounde and noyse
thereof : the text is rife in euery mans mouth

:

Locutus est Dominiis et contremuit Terra : how-
beit, it is not to be gainesayd, that is holden of

all the auncient Naturall Philosophers, and
Astronomers, for the principall, or rather sole

Efficient, that the Influence, and hcate of the

Sunne, and Starrcs, and specially of the three

superior Planets, Saturnc, lupilcr, and Mars,
is a secondarie Instrumental! Efficient of such

motions.

The finall, not oncly that the wynde shoulde

recouer his Naturall place, than which a
naturall reasonable man goeth no farther, no
not our excellcntest profoundest Philosophers

themselues : but sometime also, I graunt, to

tcstifie and denounce the secrete wrathe, and
indignation of God, or his sensible punishment

vppon notorious malefactours, or, a thrcat-

ning Caucat, and forewarning for the inhabi-

tantes, or tlie like, depending \ppon a super-

naturall Efficient Cause, and tending to a

supernaturall Morall End.
Which End, (for that I knowe is the verj'

poynt, whereon you stande) albeit it be ac-

knowledged Supernaturall and purix)sed, as I

sayd, of a supernaturall Cause, to whom
nothing at all is impossible, and that can worke

supcrnaturally, and myraculously without

ordinarie meanes, and inferiour causes : yet

neuerthclesse is, we see, commonly performedj
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by the qualifying, and conforming of Nature,

and Naturall things, to the accomplishment of

his Diuine and incomprehensible determina-

tion. For being, as the olde Philosophers call

him, very Nature seife, or as it hath plc-a>cd

our later schoolemen to terme him, by way of

distinction, Natiira Natiirans, he hath all these

secondarie inferiour thinges, the foure Ele-

mentes, all sensible, and vnsensible, reasonable,

and vnreasonable Creatures, tiie whole worlde,

and what soeuer is contayned in the Com{)as of

the worlde, being the workmanship of his owne
hands, and, as they call them, Xatura naturata,

euer pliable and flexible Instrumentes at his

Commaundement : to put in execution such

Effectes, either ordinarie or extraordinarie, as

shall seeme most requisite to his eternall

Prouidence : and now in these latter daycs,

very seldome, or in manner neuer workcth any
thing so myraculously, and extraordinarily, but

it may sensibly apjjeare, he vseth the scruice

and Ministcrie of liis Creatures, in theatchceu-

ing thereof. I denie not, but rarth(|uakes (as

well as many other ffartfuU Accidentes in the

same Numlxr,) are terrible signcs, and, as it

were certaine manacing forerunners, and fore-

warncrs of the great latter day ; and therefore

out of controuersie the more reuercndly to \yc

considered vppon : and I acknowledge con-

sidering the Kuenles, and sequeles, according

to the collection and discourse of mans Reason,

they haue seemed to Pr(4^iK»ticate, and
threaten to this, and that Cilie, vlter ruyne

and destruction : to such a Country, a generall

plague and |)cstilencc : to an other place, the

death of some mightie Potentate or grtat

Prince: to some otljer Ktalme or Kingdome,

sonie cruell imminent warns : and sundry the

like dreadfull and i.;irlicul;ir Incidentes, as is

notoriously euident by many oldc and newe,

very famous and notable Histories to lliat

efhrt. Wliiih of all <itlier the a»uu ient

KoMuiines, h^ig Ixforc tiie Natiuitic of ( Iiri"-t,

did nK)st religiously or rather suiHTstitiously

obscruc, not without a iiumlxT of soUnme
Ceremonies, and llollydayes for the nonce,

cuer after uny I'!;irtli(|uukc, making full

account of some sm h great rufull (asualiie

or u\ her, a.s otherwhyles lell out in very detdc :

nn<l namely, us I itmemUr, the vi-are Anlf

brituttt Sociiile, whiili was «inc of the lanmit-

ablest, and myserablesl warrrs, that luily

cuer sawc: and Plittif, or I knowc not \«rll

who, huth 5nrh u saying: /wmfai tiiituiiiutn

trnntiil, vt non fulurus aUquti porlcnderrtur

\insignis Euenlus.

\
But yet, notwithstanding, dare not I afore-

hand presume thus farre, or arrogate so much
vnto my sehe, as to determine precisely and
{x-remptoriiy of this, or euery the like singular

Earthquake, to be necessarily, and vndoubtedly

a suix-rnaturall, and inmiediate fatall Action of

Gcxl, for this, or that singular intent, when as

1

I am sure, there may be a sufficient Naturall,

' eyther necessarie or contingent Cause in the

very Earth it selfe : and there is no question,

but the selfe same Ojxration in Genere, or in

specie, may at one tymc, prcxrecding of one

Cause, and referred to one End, l)e preter-

I

naturall, or suixrnaturall : at another tyme,

I

proceeding of an other, or the same Cause, and
referred to an other End, but Ordinarie, and
Naturall. To make shorte, I cannot see, ar.d

would gladly learne, howe a man on Earth,

should be of so great authoritie, and so familiar

acquaintiuice with God in Ileauen, (vnlesse

haply for the nonce he hath lately intcrtained

I

some few choice singular ones of his priuie

Counsell)as to be able in such sjxx"ialties, with-

out any iuslifyable certilirate, or warrant to

reueale hys incomprehensible mysteries, find

dcfuiitiuely to giue sentence of his Maiesties

secret and inscrutable purjxjses. As if they

had a key for all the Itxrkes in Ileauen, or as i£

it were as cleare and resolute a case, as the

Kclipse of the Sunne, that darkened all the

Eirth, or at the least all the Eirth in tlu>^*

Countries, at Christes Passion, hapjHiiing

altogether prcxligiously and Metaphysically in

Plnuhmio, not according to the jK-riKluall

course of Nature, in Nouilunio: in so much
that Diotiisiiis Areofnigita, or some other

graundc PhihrNopher, V|K)n the suddayne con-

templaticin thereof, is re|K)rted in a certaine

Pathetic all lustasie to haue crytd out, Aul
rrrum Nalura pattlur, out MunJi vunhina

destructur : as iHy minde giueth nu*. some of

,
the simpler, and vnskiliulKr sort, will g«" nyc

to doc v|»»in the present sight, and agony of

this luirtlKjuake. Marry the Errour 1 graunt,

is the more tollerable, though |it-rhap|ies it Ix:

other whiles, (and why not euen nowc.) a very

|tresum|>tuous Errour in dcedc, standing only

vj«oii these two weake and dct tit lull groundi-*,

( reitulitic and Ignor.mnce: if !o W inwardly

(not onely in Fxtc tnall shrwe, after an lly|M>*

criticall, aixl Phnii'.di.dl nuinner) it certainly

dcx) VH g(M)«l (iir «>iir telotnt.tlion, and uineiul-

nHUt, and sceinc to preachc vnto v>, I\nii-

Iniliam ofiilt, (as in M>n»c rcs|>c<t cucry su» he

siruunge and rare Accident may serine') how

i Ordinarie, and Naturall so rurr the Cuum: ^ludl

X 3
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appeare otherwise to the best learned : especi-

ally, as the Earthquake shall be knowne to

endure a longer, or a shorter T}ine, or to be

more or lesse generall, in more, or fewer

places. Which two differences, touching the

quantitie of T>Tne, and Place, after I had
a little more fully prosecuted, alledging cer-

taine particuler Examples thereof, howe in

some places huge Castels, in some Townes, in

some great and mightie Cities, in some Shires

and Seigniories, and Prouinces, in some whole

Countryes, and Regions haue been perillously

mooued and shaken therewith : in one place,

a long time together : in an other place, not

so long, or at seuerall and parted times : in

another, very short, as, God be thanked here

euen nowe : and finally by the way, shewing

a thirde and most notable difference of all, (as

well for the present or imminent terrour and
daunger, as otherwise) by the sundry species,

and formes which Aristotle, Plinie, and other

Meteorologicians haue set dow-ne of Experience,

as they haue heard, or read, or seen the earth

to quake, to sturre, and hoyse vp Houses,

Walles, Towers, Castelles, Churches, Minsters,

whole Townes, whole Cities, whole Prouinces,

without farther harme : to ruinate and ouer-

throwe, and destroy some : to yaw ne and gape,

and open lyke a graue, and consequently to

swallow vp and deuour other : and sometime
also to drinke vp whole riuers, and mightie

bigge running waters withall, or to chaunge

and alter their common woonted course some
other way : to sinke and fall dow newardes : to

cast out and vomitte vp either huge vaste

heapes, as it were Mountaines of Karth, or

large Ilandes in the mayne Sea, neuer re-

membred, or seen before : or great oucrflow-

ing waters, and fountaynes: or hotte scalding

sulphurous lakes : or burniijg sparkles and
flames of fire : to make a horrible hissing,

gnashing, ratling, or some like wcondcrfull

straunge noyse, (which all Effcctes are credibly

reported, and constantly auouchcd, of our

most famous and best allowed Philosophers)

a fewe such particularities, and distinctions,

compendiously and familiarly coursed ouer.

The good Gentleman gaue me hartily, as

appeared, very great thankes, and tolde me
plainly, he neucr cither read, or heard halfe

so much of Earthquakes before : confessing

withall, that he yeelded resolutely to my
opinion : that an Earthquake might as well

be supposed a Naturall Motion of the Earth,

as a prcternaturall, or supernaturall ominous
worke of God : and that he thought it hard,

and almost impossible, for any man, either by
Philosophic, or Diuinitie, euermore to deter-

mine flatly the very certaintie either way.
Which also in conclusion was the verdit, and
finall resolution of the greater and sager part

of the Gentlemen present : and namely of an
auncient learned common Lawyer, that had
been Graduate, and fellow of a Colledge in

Cambridge, in Queene Maries dayes. \Mio
tooke vpon him, to knit vp the matter, and as

he said, determine the controuersie, with the

authoritie of all the naturall Philosophers, old

or newe. Heathen or Christian, Catholique or

Protestant, that euer he read, or heard tell of.

There Physickes quoth he, are in euery mans
hands : they are olde enough to speake for

them selues, and wee are young enough to

turne our Bookes. They that haue Eyes and
Tongues, let them see, and reade. But what
say you nowe, quoth I, to the staying and
quieting of the Earthe,beeing once a moouing?
May it not seeme a more myraculous woorke,

and greater woonderment, that it shoulde so

suddainely staye againe, being mooued, than
that it shoulde so suddainely moouc, beyng
quiet and still? Mooue or turne, or shake me
a thing in lyke order, be it neuer so small, and
lesse than a pynnes Head, in comparison of

the great mightie circuite of the Earth, and see

if you shall not haue much more a doo to sta3'e

it presently, beeing once sturred, than to sturre

it at the very first. Whereat the Gentleman
smyling, and looking merrily on the Gcntlc-

woomen, heere is a schoole poynt, quoth he,

that by your Icaues, I belceue will poase the

better scholler of you both. But is it not more
than tyme, thynke ye, wee were at Supjier?

And if you be a hungered, Maister H. you shall

thanke no body but your selfe, that haue

holdcn vs so long with your profounde and
clerkly discourses, whereas our manner is to

suppe at the least a long howre before this

tyme. Beyng set, and newe occasion of speechc

ministered, our Supper put the Earthquake in

manner out of our myndcs, or at the leastwise^

out of our Tongues : sauing that the Gentle-

woomen, nowe and then plcasauntly tyhyhing

betweene them selues, especially Mystresse

hiquisitiua, (whose minde did still runne of

the drinking, and Nccsing of the Earth.)

repeated here, and there, a broken peece of

that, which had been already sayde before

Supper. With dccpe iudgcment no doubt, and
to marucUous great purpose, I warrant you
after the manner of women Philosophers, and
Diuines.
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And this summarily in Effect was our yester-

nyghtes graue Meteorolc^icall Conference,

touching our Earthquake here in the Country :

which being in so many neighbour Townes,
and Villages about vs, as I heure say of this

morning, maketh me presuppose, the like was
wyth you also at London, and elsewhere farther

of. And then forsoothc, must I desire Maister

Immerilo, to send me within a weekc or two,

some odde fresh jjaulting threehalfcpennie

Pamphlet for newes : or some Balductum
Tragicall Ballet in Ryme, and without Reason,
setting out the right myserable, and most
wofuU estate of the wicked, and damnable
worlde at these perillous dayes, after the

deuiscrs best manner : or whatsocuer else shall

first take some of your braue London Eldertons

in the Head. In earnest, I could wi-he some
learned, and well aduized Uniuersitie man,
woulde vndertake the matter, and bestow

some payncs in deede vpi)on so famous and
materiall an argument. The gencrall Nature

of Earthquakes by definition, and the s(K-ciall

diuersitie of them by diuision, beyng perfectly

knowen : (a thing soone done) and a complete

Induction of many credible and autenticall,

both olde and newe, diuirie and nrophane,

Greeke, I^ttine, and other LxamiMcs, (with

discretion, and iudgenjent, c(-mpvltd and com-

jKired togilhcr) being considerately and exactly

made, (a thing not so easily done) nuuh no

doubt myght be alledged too or fro, to terrilic

or pacific vs, more or lessc. If it a|)pc'arc by
generall ExiKrriencc, and the forcsayde His-

toricall Induction of jiarticulars, that Earth-

quakes, sine ottini exceplione, are ominous, and
significatiue Effectes, as they save (»f ("omrts,

and Carrie euer some Tragicall and horrible

matter with or aftir thrm : as lytlitr disiruc-

tion of Townes and Citii-s, or (le«ay of some

might ie I'rince, or some jKirticular, or gi-mrall

plague, war re, or the lyke, (vt supra) what-

soeucr the Materiall, or Eornuill cjiusc be,

Natural, or su|)ernaiurall, (lumUit (or niync

owne (Kirt I am rcsulucd. as wcl for the one,

as for the other, that these two I s|K*akr of,

F>oih .Matter and I'onrme, arc rather Nalurall

in l)<)th, than otherwise) it (onrerneth vs, v|»oi»

the vewe of «mi 1 II and sul>staiMn i.dl

ciii<lenre, to com • mjsIv, and rruerently

of the f>tluT two ( aiiHc* : tlic first, siuprcinc

Eflicient, whose ()mni|ic»tcnt Mairsi-r hulh

nature nclf, nn«l all nattirall Croiturc^ »il rcHu-

manndeinent : and the last finuli, which wc

are to iudge of ns nrhiisrdly, and prouidciitly,

as jKjssibly wc can, by the consideration, and

com[3arison of Circumstances, the tjTne when :

the place where .'' the qualities, and disposi-

tions of the f)ersons, amongst whom such, and
such an Ominous token is giuen. Least
happily through ouer great credulitie, and
rashnesse, we mistake Kon causam pro causa,

and sophistically be entrapjx?d Elntcho Fiuium.
Truely, I supjxjse, he had neede be an excellent

Philosopher, a reasonable good Historian, a
learned Diuine, a wise discrete man, and
generally, such a one as our Doctor ^7i//, and
Doctor Byng are in Cambridge, that shoulde
shew himselfe accordingly in this argument,
and to the iudgement and contentation of the

wisest, perfourme it exactly. My sclfe remem-
ber nothing to the contrarie, either in Philo-

sophic, or in Histories, or in Diuinitie either,

why I may not safely and lawfully subscribe to

the iudgement of the noble Italian Philosopher,

and most famous learned Gentleman, whilest

he lined, Lord ot Mtrandola, and Erie of Con-
cordia, Counte Joannes Franciscus Picus, in

my opinion, very considerately, and jvirtly

Philoso|)hirally, piirtly Theologically set downe,
in the sixt Chapter of his sixt li<x)ke, against

Cogging deceit full Astrologers,and Souths;\yers,

De mum Pra-notionc, pro irrilaU Kelli^tonis,

contra Supersttliosas xamtates. In which
Chapter, (if hap[>ely you haue not read it

already,) you shall tinde nuiny, but s|>eiially

these three notable places, most cllcctuall and
directly jx-rtinent to the very pur|>osc. The
first more vniuersall. Nalurir oprre fxrri non
potest, vt Oslentis, vt Monstris nutf^i tilt, seu

dextri, seu sinistri etienlus pcrtendantur, el ab
aliijuii pendeant ptoxtma causa, qua rt Jutura

rtiam projcrat. Jttipi^stura Ihrnionutn. ti id

full, vidert fH)lesl. Sed et pUrraque non nttm'

strosa, non prinii^^iosa per sese, pro nwrntris

tamrn, el porlcntts, hoorrt p€>ssunl, et soteni

a qutbuidam, qutbus Kerum S..t\>ta non satis

cotnprrta est, tausarinn entn: . noua in

re Admtrattimcnt pttrtt. Pri,... .,.....•»., phtla-

sophari homtnes urbtise, tn exotdtjs primt»

phtlosophttr scrthtt Artsloteles. NVhrrrin thoRO

twoM-uerall |K>ints, Imfvstura l\.ifionum. uud
l^noratto . •:. arc no timibt m.

pr«-Uiblr, •<• worlhv Iwllie | :

to Ix-c n«'' ' Hv to U- tlih-

« uvM d lit ! inr tie Nxrir

right print ip.iii ( i\-

(ifiinioiM, anil (.mill ; ..

in thin, uitd the lilv

The sccondc nuH* |-. ...1. M It wrrc hit I inn

the while in dcrdc, uiid ciruuint; the Pinnc io

kundcr.



620 THREE PROPER AND VVITTIE
Idem in Terrcs nwlihus etiam, quod in Jul-

guribus,fulminibusque interpretandis, obseruauil

Aniiquitas. Cuius Rei liber, Grceco eloquio,

nuper ad manus peruenil, in Orpheutn relatus

Autorem : sed per absurdum nimis, vl quod

frequenlissime fit, pro vario ierrce anhelilu, pro

venlorum violenlia, vaporurnque conduclione,

(marke you that ?) ex eo rerutn Juiurarum

significationem petere, quorum nee effectus esse

possunt, nee causa, prcelerquam forte mortis

injerendce illis, qui fulmen exceperit, ant qui

terrarum hiatu perierit. Sed nee ab eadem

proxima deduci causa possunt, a qua et Juturce

pendeanl res, vt supra deduclum est.

And then shortly after, the thirde, moste

agreeable to the seconde, as flatlye determin-

ing on my side, and as directlye concluding the

same position as may be.

Nee sane Orpheus ille, si tamen Orpheus Juit,

vllam ajffert omninb causam, cur quispiam ex

terrce motibus, vrbium, hominum, regionum

euenla prcesagire possit. Solum vano narrat

arbitrio : si terrce contigerit niotus noctu, si

cestale, si hyeme, si aurora, si interdiu, quid

portendatur : Quce certe, et saniore possunt

arbitrio rejelli, et Experientice teslimonio, vt

arbitror, non secus irrideri, ac supra Tagis por-

ienla irrisimus, Haruspicince Auioris.

A moste excellent sounde Judgement in my
conceit : and ful wel beseeming so Honorable

and admirable a Witte, as out of Question,

Picus Mirandula had : who being yet scarcely

thirty yeres of age, for his singularitie in al

kind of knovvleege, as wel diuine as prophane,

was in Italy and France, as Paulus louius

reporteth, surnamed Phoenix, as the odde, and

in effecte the onely singular learned man of

Europe: and to make shorte : sucheaone,in
moste respectes, as I woulde wishe nowe to be

tempering with this newe notorious incident

:

staying my selfe in the mcane while vpon this

probable and reasonable Interim of his : aiwi

preferring it before at the friuolous coniecturall

Allegations, and surmises, that oure counter-

faite, and reasonlesse Orphei oppose to the con-

trarye. But, lesu, what is all this to Master

Immerito ? Forsoothe I knowe not by what

mischaunce, these miserable balde odious three

halfepenny fellowes, alas, a company of silly

beetleheaded Asses, came into my minde, that

wil needes be sturring, and taking on in eucrye

suche rare and vnaccustomed euent, as if they

sawe farther in a Milstonc, than all the worlde

besides, whereas euerie man, that ha' he but

halfe an eye in iiis head, sceth them to be more
blinde, than anye Buzzarde, or Bayardc,

Scribimus indocti, doctique Poettiata passim,

and surely, as the worlde goeth nowe in Eng-
lande, rather the firste, for aught I see, than

the laste. interim niiseras Musas, et misera-

biles : Where the faulte shoulde rest, viderint

Oculi, atque capita Reip. Mihi quidem isthic,

neque seritur adttwdmn, neque metitur. Non
valdi) mea nouos Bibliothecce libros desiderat,

seipsa, id est, quos habet, veteribus coritenta est.

Quid plura? Tii vale, mi Immerito, atque ila

tibi persuade, Aliquid esse eum, qui istorum

longe est dissimillimus, quos Typographi noslri

habent venales vtaxime. Commende mee to

thine owne good selfe, and tell thy dying Pelli-

cane, and thy Dreames from me, I wil nowe
leaue dreaming any longer of them, til with

these eyes I see them forth indeede : And then

againe, I imagine your Magnificenza, willholde

vs in suspense as long for your nine Englishe

Commcedies, and your Latine Stemmata Dud-
leiana : whiche two shal go for my money,
when all is done : especiallye if you w'oulde but

bestow one seuennights pollishing and trim-

ming vppon eyther. Whiche I praye thee

hartily doe, for my pleasure, if not for their

sake, nor thine owne profite. My Schollers

Loue, of Reconcilement of contraries, is shrunke

in the wetting: I hadde purposed to haue

dispatched you a Coppie thereof, long ere this :

but, no remedie, hitherto it hath alwayes gone

thus with me : Some newe occasion, or other,

euer carrieth me from one matter to another,

and willneuer suffer me to finishe eyther one or

other. And truly, Experto crede, it is as true

a Verse as euer was made, since the first Verse,

that euer was made : Pluribus inlentus minor

est ad singula sensus : whiciie my Anticosmo-

polita, thoughe it greeue him, can beste testifye,

remayning still as we save, in statu, quo, and

neither an inche more forward, nor backe-

warde, than he was fully a twelucmonth since

in the Courte, at his laste attcndaunce vpon

my Lorde there. But the Birde that will not

sing in Aprill, nor in May, maye pcraduenturc

sing in September : and yet me thinkes. Sat

cite), si sat bene, if I coulde stcale but one poorc

fortnight, to peruse him oucr afrcshe, and

coppy him out anewe. Whiche I hope in God
to compasse shortly. But I beseech you, what

Newes al this while at Cambridge ? That was

wont to be euer one great Question. What?
Det mihi Mater ipsa bonam veniam, eius vt

aliqua mihi liceat Secrela, vni aiidam de eodem

gremio obsequentissimo filio, reuelare : et sic

paucis habelo. Nam alias fortasse pluribus

:

nunc non placet, non vacal, moleslum esset.
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Tully, and Demosthenes nothing so much I day frcshe span newe Opinions : Hcresie in

studyed, as they were wont e : Liui^, and 5a/ia/Diuinitie, in Philosophic, in Humaniiic, in

possiblye rather more, than lesse : Lucian
neuer so much : Aristotle muche named, but

little read : Xenophon and Plato, rtckned

amongest Discoursers, and conceited Super-

ficial! fellowes : much verball and so[)histicall

iangling : little subtile and effectual disput-

ing : noble and royall E^loquence, the best and
persuasiblest Eloquence : no such Orators

againe, as rtdheadded Angelles : An exceeding

Manners, grounded muche vjxtn hercsay

:

Doctors contemned : the Text knowen of moste,

vnderstood of fewe, magnified of all, practised

of none : the Diiuli not so hated, as the Pope :

many Inuectiues, small amendment : Skill

they say controlled of Will; and Goodnesse

mastered of Goods: but Agent, and I*atient

muche alike, neither Barrell greatly better

Herring: No more adoe about e Cappes and
greate difference, betweene the countenaunces, Surpasses : MaistcrC'ar/urig/j/nighe forgot ten

and portes of those, that are braue and gal- I The man you wot of, conformable, with his

launt, and of those, that are basely, or meanly

apparelled : betwene the learned, and vn-

learncd, Tiilly, and Tom Tooly, in effect none

at all.

MaUhiaiiell a great man : Castilio of no
small reputation : Petrach, and Boccace in

euery mans mouth : Galaleo, and Guazzo ncuer

so happy: ouer many acquainted with Vnico

Arelitio : The trench and Italian when so

highlye regarded of Scliollcrs ? The luitine and
Greeke, wlicn so lightly ? The Qiu-erw violhcr

at the beginning, or ende of eueryc conference :

many bargaines of Mounsieur : Shytneirs a

noble gallant fellowc : all inquisitiue after

Newes, newe Bookcs, newe Fashions, newe
Lawes, newe Officers, and some after newe
Elementes, and some after newe Ikauetis, and

Helles to. Turkishe affaires familiarly knowen :

Castels huilded in the Ayre : muche atloe, and

little heliH.' : lacke would faine l)e a (ientle

nutme : in no age so little so muche made of.

euery one highly in his owne fauour, thinking no

mans [)cnny, so gfxxl siluer as his own : Some*

thing made of Nothing, in spite of Nature :

NumlK-rs mafic of Cipliars, in spite of Arte

:

Geometricall l'ro|K)rtion scldome, or ncucr

vscd, Arithmetirall ouerrnuch abused: Oxen
and As.sfs (notwithstanding the al>sur(litie it

seemed to PLiulus) draw lH)th t«»gither in one,

and the same Yoke : Conclusio frr? sequitur

deleriornn partem. The (iospell taughtr, n«»l

leaned: Cliarilie key colde : nothing gofxl,

but by Imputation : the Cernttotiiatl I-iwc. in

worfle abrogated: the Ittdieiall in effrrtc di^•

antilled : tltc A/orti// in<lee<Ie ulKinrlotud : the

f.ii^htr, the I.if^hte in euery mans l.it>|»c*«», luit

inarkc me their vyvs, and tell tur, if (licv IcKikc

not likrr HowlrtH, or Ikittrs, llun Egfr^ : u"»

of olile |{<M)krs, so of aiintiml Wrtiif, lloiir^klir.

square Ca|<(x? on his rounde heade : and AVw
resident at j)leasure : and yet Non-residents

neuer better bayted, but not one the fewer,

either I beletue in Acte, or I beleeue, in Tur-

|)Ose. A number of our preachers sibbc to

French Sotddiors, at the first, more than Men,

in the end, lesse than Women. Some of our

prcgnantest and soonest ri|»e Wits, of Urmio-

firnes mettall for al the world : Olde men and

C'ounsaiUnirs amongst t'hildren : Children

amongst ('ouns;iilours, and olde men : Not

a fe«e dubble faced lanif and chaun^e-able

Camelions : ouer-manye ClawUiokes, and
Pickethanks : Reedes sjuiken of euerie Wind :

larkes of bothe sides : Asjx-n leaues : (xiintid

Shi-athes, and S>epulchres : Asses in Lions

skins : Dunglecockes : slip|x.'ryc Eles : iXir-

misc : I blush to thinkc of some, that weenc

thernsflues as fletlgc as the reste, being, Gi-^l

wot, :is lillowe as the rest : euery yonkcr to

s|K.-ake of as i><)liti<iue, arul as gnat a t'onunon-

wialths man ;ts Hishop|>e Gardner, or 1 »

'

Wutton at the Icxst : us if euerie nun i. ^>

ad;iyes hauing the framing of his own //cro-

scope, were borne in denmo ctrii dinnictlio, and

had al the Wit, Wiscilotm*, and Worshipj* in

the world at cominainuiement. Sed heus in

aurnn : Mnninntin' quod att Varrof Ornttrs

vidnuur nolus esse belli, ft
' <'"•"«

sumus^ ('!*iop:: llmid, 1
,'.••;,

f.ivnetl t' Irs and ;
:

f««oli*s ui. iinr thcni

I'lisses, and .So/om : and wcniUi g-

cicrriiw' iKi- I iiiiiiiiii'i si
, und l>csl t^ '.

Mr!
wculiui --iKMi

peace unci <

intry: It it

l>i 1 .11 <>•• hurt, t)ut I ki <^ .^.•.<

juirlnr* huth done with %^^^\c

in the world : as g»«»»l

• I. An«l wd vixi nrrdc«

lidelitie, I'>|uiiie, newe Ai»ridgrmrnlr% : curry I huia my T* ^tuuooi.dl i ( y<H»rc olde (VmtroJIrr*

• In Nnniu* Mar.rllin r^f (nm/^fttifi.'ta thnfriHa • v i.tf^r<t.tf Tlic true rr«i|ini; ii cum iimni

r«T#«/, t>ut thr f,f«f r\Anu{f. i|:o) k'» ''•«'•'/' <P**»»<'*ly • mt«re«»ling oftAliroi); eorr«cf*d !o

Ciino/'i/icsin thr r.lilimi* «»t I 171 Ami I^H^.
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new behauior ? A busy and dizy heade, a

brazen forehead : a ledden braine : a woodden
wit : a copper face : a stony breast : a fac-

tious and eluish hearte : a founder of nouel-

ties : a confounder of his owne, and his friends

good gifts : a morning bookeworm, an after-

noone maltworm : a right luggler, as ful of liis

sleights, wyles, fetches, casts of Legerdemaine,

toyes to mocke Apes withal, odde shiftes, and

knauish practizes, as his skin can holde. He
often telleth me, he looueth me as himselfe,

but out lyar out, thou lyest abhominably in

thy throate. lesu, I had nigh hand forgotten

one thing, that ywis somtime I think often

ynough vpon : Many Pupils, lackemates, and
Hayle fellowes wel met, with their Tutors, and

by your leaue, some too, because forsooth they

be Gentlemen, or great heires, or a little neater

and gayer than their fellowes, (shall I say it

for shame ? beleeue me, tis too true) their very

own Tutors. Ah mala Licentia, ab initio nan

fuit sic. Stulta est omnis iuuenilis Doctrina,

sine virili quadam Disciplina. Quasi vero

pauperioribus duntaxal pueris, ac non multb

tnagis generoscB, atque nobili luuentuti con-

ueniat, pristince illius Institutionis , atque Edu-
cationis seueritas, el ingeniue, et prudentis,

et eruditcB, et cum Tutoris personce, turn pu-

pillo, etiam ipsi perquam acconiodatce. Vsque-

quaque sapere oportet ; id erit telum acerrimiim.

CcBtera Jere, vt olim : Bellum inter Capita, et

metnbra continuatum : Ioxot'x^Ix publicis de-

fensa scholis, priualis confirmata parietibus,

omnibus locis ostentata, Scire tuum nihil est,

nisi te scire, hoc sciat alter. Plurimi passim

fit Pecunia, Pudor parui penditur : Nihili

habentur Literae ; Mihi crede, credendum nulli

:

amice, amicus nemo. Quid iu interim?

Quotnodo te ittquies, gerisf Quomodo ? Opti-

mum est aliena Jrui insania. Video : taceo,

rideo : Dixi. Et tamen addam, quod ait Satyri-

cus ille

:

Viuendum est recti', tum propter plurima, turn

his

PrcBcipue causis, vt linguas Mancipiorum
Contemnas.

E meo municipio, Poslridie quam superiores

de Terraemotu sermones haberentur, id est, ni

Jailor, Aprilis septimo, Vesperi. With as

manye gentle Goodnightes, as be letters in this

tedious Letter.

Nosti manum tanquam tuam.

POSTSCRIPTE.
This Letter may only be shewed to the two

odde Gentlemen you wot of. Marry I would

haue those two to see it, as sone as you may
conueniently.

Non midlis dortnio : non multis scribo : non

cupio placere multis : Alij alios numeros laudant,

prcrferunt, venerantur : Ego jeri' apud nos, JerJ

apud vos Trin'tatem.

Verbum sapienti sat : nosti ccBtera : et Ires

Charites habes ad vnguem.



A Gallant familiar Letter^ containing
an Ansvvere to that of M. Immcrito, vvitli

sundry proper examples, and some Precepts

of our Englishe reformed Versifying.

To my very friend M. Immerito.

Signer Imtnerilo, to passe ouer youre neede-

lesse complaint, wyth the residue of your

preamble (for of the Earthquake I presiip|)ose

you haue ere this reccyued my poodly dis-

course) and withall to let my late Enjilishe

Hexametres ^oe as liphtlye as they came : 1

cannot choose, but ihanke and honour the

goo<J Aun^ell, (whether it were Gahritll or

some other) that put so gootl a nmiion into

the heads of those two excellent (lentlemen

M. Sidney, and M. Ih'/r, the two very Dia-

mondes of hir Maiesties Courte for numy
speciall and rare qualities: as to hel|)e for-

wardc our new famous etjterprise for the Kx-

changin^ of liarbarous and Rilduc turn Kymes
with Artificial Verses: the one Uin^j in

manner of pure and line (loiilde, the other but

counterfet, and base ylfauoured ("op|K.'r. I

doubt not but their liuelie exainplr, and Prac-

tise, wil preuaile a thous;iii<l tinit-s more in

short space, than the dca<l Aducrti/ement,

and persuasion of M. Ast^hatn to the stime

EfTccte : whose Scholetmiister notwithstanding;

I reuerencc in rcs|)cct of so lcarnc<l a Motiue.

I would ghully Ik' acc|iuiinted with M . Ihants

l'r(»fc<H|yi-, ami I Ix-scerhe you, coinmende me
to j;oo<l M. Sidnrys iud^ement, aiul ^;enllr

A/. Iminrntos ( )b>rnut ions. I hoiK* your nexte

letters, whith I <lailv exs|xtt, wil brin^; nn* in

farther familiarilie aixl ari|uainlan<-e with al

three. .Mine owne Uulfs and Prcrepti of Arte,

I Ixlreue wil fal out not ^;rt-atlv repugnant,

th<iu^;h |)era<luenlure Minuwhat dillrrrnl : and
yet am I not so resolute, but I can ttc cmitrnt

to reseruc the ('oppvitJi; out und publixhinK

thrrof, vntil I haiir a little l>rller connuhr*!

with my pillowe, and taken some farther uduuc

of Madame Sperienza. In the meane, take this

for a general Caueat, and say 1 haue reuealed

one great mysterie vnto you : I am of Opinion,

there is no one more regular and iustifuible

direction, eyther for the assured, and infallible

Certaintie of our English Artiticiall I*rosodye

particularly, or generally to bring our'I^n-

gu;ige into Arte, and to frame a tiranxmcr or

Rhetorike thereof : than first of all vniuers;dly

to agree v|H)n one and the same Ortix^raphte, in

all jxuntes conformable and projKirtionate to

our Common Saturtd Prosodye : whether 5tr

Thonuis Smithes in that resjKX't Ik' tlie most

|K-rfit, as surely it must nettles Ik.' verv gocx.1

:

or else some o'herof profouiuler Le-annng, and
longer Ex|K'rience, than Sir Thotnas w;is,

shewing bv luvessarie demonstration, wherin

he is defect iiie. wil vnderlake shortely to su|>-

|)lie his wantes. and make him more alKsolute.

My selfe dare not hoi>e to hopjH' after him. til

I see something or other, too, or fr«\ publickely

and autentic-ally esial)lishc<l, as it were by a
generall Counsel, or uctc of Parliimicnt : und
then iteradueniurc, standing vp|Km Hrincr

grounde, for ('om|ianic siikc, I may aducniurc

to do ;ls other ilo. htterim, cretlit mc, 1 tlare

geue no Preceptes, nor s<'t tlowne anv Cettame

llrnrral Arte : and vet see mv Uddenr^M*. I am
not greatly s<|uaimishe of mv /

ExamMes, whcrias ho that can but ri

skil of the one, wil giuc easily a shreutic grvx:

at the other : c»>nsi»lcring tluU the one fetchcth

hi* original und ort^pring frc«n the other. In

which res|n-ctc, to viy tr<»th. rtr He^innns liuuc

t he *(urt , und uduuunlugr of otjr Kollowcrt, w ho

are to frame an«l confornte l>oth their ExamplcHf

und Precrpts, uirordmg to tliut President
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which they haue of vs : as no doubt Homer or

some other in Greeke, and Ennius, or I know
not who else in Latine, did preiudice, and ouer-

rule those, that followed them, as well for the

quantities of syllables, as number of feete, and
the like : their onely Examples going for cur-

rent payment, and standing in steade of Lawes,

and Rules with the posteritie. In so much
that it seemed a sufficient warrant (as still it

doth in our Common Grammer schooles) to

make rl in ri/jkh, and v, in Vniis long, because

the one hath Ttfjt.r) I' Ik ^in^ Itrn, and the

other, Vnus homo nobis, and so consequently

in the rest. But to let this by-disputation

passe, which is already so throughly discoursed

and canuassed of the best Philosoohers, and

namely Aristotle, that poynt vs, as it were
with the forefinger, to the very Jountaines and
head springes of Artes, and Artificiall pfeceptes,

in the Analitiques , and Melaphysikes : most
excellently set downe in these joure Golden

Tcrnies, the famoussest Termes to speake of in

all Logique and Philosophie, l/ufrn^lu, icrro^iei,

aiffSriffn, tTfiyuy^ : shall I nowe by the way
sende you a lanuarie gift in Aprill: and

as it were shewe you a Christmas Gambowlde

after Easier ? Were the manner so very fine,

as the matter is very good, I durst presume ol

an other kinde of Plaudite and Gramercie, than

now I will : but being as it is, I beseeche you

set parcialitie aside, and tell me your maister-

ships fancie.

A New yeeres Gift to my old friend Maister
George Bikhaunger: In coynmenc/ation ofthree most precious

AccidcnteSj Venue^ Famcj and iVealth : and finally of

the fourth, ^ Good Tongue.

V'Ertue sendelh a man to Renowne, Fame
lendelh Aboundauncc,

Fame with Aboundaiince niaketh a man thrise

blessed and happie.

So the Rewarde of Famous Vertiie makes many
wealthy,

And the Regard oj Wealthie Vertiie makes many
blessed

:

blessed Vertue, blessed Fame, blessed Aboun-

daiince.

that I had you three, with the losse of thirtie

Comencementes,

Nowe farewell Mistresse, whom lately I loued

aboue all,

These be my three bonny lasses, these be my three

bonny Ladyes,

Not the like Trinitie againe, sane onely the

Trinitie aboue all

:

Worship and Honour, first to the one, and then

to the other.

A thousand good leaues be for euer graunted

Agrippa.

For squibbing and dedayming against many
fruitlesse

Artes, and Craftes, deuisde by the Diuls and
Sprites, /or a torment.

And for a plague to the ivorld : as both Pandora,

Protnellicus,

And that cursed good bad Tree, can testifie at

all times. [these.

Meere Gewegawes and Babies, in comparison of

Toyes to mock Apes, and Woodcockes, in com-

parison of these.

lugling castes, and knichtackes, in comparison

of these.

Yet behinde there is one thing, worth a prayer al

all tymes,

A good Tongue, in a mans Head, A good Tongue
in a woomans.

And what so precious matter, and foode for a

good Tongue,

As blessed Vertue, blessed Fame, blessed Aboun-
dauncc.

VEnuoy.

Marucll Jiot, what I nieane to send these Verses

at Euensong :

On Ncweyeeres Euen, and Oldyeeres End, as a

Memento

:

Trust me, I know not a ritcher leicell, newish or

oldish.

Than blessed Vertue, blessed Fame, blessed

Abundaunce,
blessed Vertue, blessed Fame, blessed Aboun-
dauncc,

that you had these three, with the losse of Fortie

Valelcs,

He that 'wisheth, you may Hue
to see a hundreth Good Nrwe
yeares, euery one happier, and.

merrier, than other.
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Yet Farewell, Farewell, the Reuxtrd of tkose,

that I honour :

Clary to Garden : Glory to Muses : CIcry to

V'ertue.

Partim lout, ct Falladi,

Parlwi Apolltm ct Musis.

But seeing I must necdes bewray my store,

and set open my shoppe wyndowes, nowe I

pray thee, and coniure thee by all thy amorous

Regardes, and Exorcismes of Loue, call a

Parliament of thy Sensible, and Intelligible

powers tc^ether, and tell me, in Tom Trothes

earnest, what 11 secondo, et fatr.oso Pacta,

Messirlvwierilo,Sii\\h to this bolde Satyri[c]all

Libell lately deuisid at the instauna- of a cer-

tayne worbhipfull Harteford>hyre Gentleman,

of myne olde acquayntaunce : tn Graltam

quorundam lllustrium Anglofranatalarum, hie

et vbiquc af>ud tws volitantium. Agediim verb,

nosti hotmnes, tanquam tuain ipsius cutem.

Speculum Tuscanismi.

Since Galatco cayne in, and Tuscan iime gan

vsurpe,

Vanitie ahoue all : Villanie nrxt her, Statelynes

Evipresse.

A'o man, but Minion, Stowte, Lorite, Plaint,

5tt«)7i/', quoth a l.ordtw^ :

A'o wordes hut valorous, no wcrkes but u oowaniih

AiK)rio.
I

onely.

Thriu happy Daphne : that turned was to the . For Itje Magnifuoes, not a beck but glorious in

Hay Tree, .\hnv.

Whom such seruauntes serue, as challenge seruice In dcede mostfriuolous, not a looke but Tuscanisk

of all men.
\

alwayes.

Who chiefc Ijtrde, and Kinii (f Kings, but Uis crinpmg side ncckc, Eyes pbuncing, Fiv

Now to requite your Blindfolded pretie God, '

(wherin by the way I woulde gladly Icarne,
!

why, The, in the first. Ye in the first, and
thirde, Ht^, and My, in the last, being shorte,

Me, alone should be made longer in the very

same) Imagin me to come into a goodly

Kentishe Garden of your old Lords, or some
other Noble man, and spying a floriNhiiig Bay
Tree there, to demaunde ex tempore, as foU

loweth : Thinke vppon Pelrarches

Arbor vittoriosa, triomfale,

Onor d* Imperadori, e di Poele :

and perhappes it will aduaunce the wynges of

your Imagination a degree higher: at the

least if any thing can be added to the loftinesse

of his conceite, whom gentle Mislresse Rosa-

linde, once re[X)rted to haue all the Intelli-

gences at commaundement, and an other time,

Christened her Segnior Pegaso.

Encomium Lauri.

JJTlIat might 1 call this Tree ? A Laurell ?

y y bonny Laurell

:

Needes to thy bo'ues will I bmv this knee, and

vayle my bonello :

Who, but thou, the renmnie of Prince, and
Princely Poet a :

Th'one for Crowne,for Garland th'other thanketh

//i'l'-iiUK-rour only ?

And I'oct of right stampe, ouerawtth th'Kiu-

|K:rour himselfe.

Who, but knoucs Arclync, was he not halfe

Prince to the Princes.

And many a one there lines, as nobly minded at

all poyntes

namie smirking,

Wtlh (oreluigrr ki»>se, and braue embrace to tl»c

(«K)tewardc.

luirgebelled Kodpeasd DubUl, fnkodpeased halfe

hose,

Stratte to the dock, like a shirte, and clou to tht

hrtt(h, like a diueling.

Nojv Farnirll Bay Trie, very Queene, and ' // little Apuh Halle, cowched fast to tht paU

Goddrsse of all trees,

Kitchist perle to the Crowne, and fayrest Floure

to the Garland.

Fame wod I crane, might I so fresunie, umu
farther acquatnlaunie,

O that I mit^hl f but I mav not : uve to my
drstime therefi>rf.

Trust me, not one more loyall seriiaunt longes to

thy Prrsonai^e,

But uhiii sa\e% Daphne ? Non omni durniio,

worse luckt :

like an Oysirr,

Fren.h Camarick PufVu deepe tcilh a uilnrsstt

slanhed to the purf^'^e.

F.uery one A per se A, his ItntifS, and btaunUs

tn Print,

Delicate in speath, qiirynie in nrayt : conefiled

in all poyntes

:

In Courtly fuyles, a />iii5iNf nngular odd*

man.
For GaUanlfS a braut Myrrour, a l^tmetoit oj

Honour,
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A Diamond for nonce, a Jellowe perelesse in

England.

Not the like Discourser /<?r Tongue, and head to

be found out

:

Not the like resolute Man, for great and serious

ajjayres,

Not the like Lynx, to spie out secretes, and priui-

ties oj Slates.

Eyed, like to Argus, Eardc, like to Midas, Nosd,

like to Naso,

VVingd, like to Mercury, futst of a Thousand for
to be employde.

This, nay more than this doth practise of Italy

in one yeare.

None doe I name, but some doe I know, that

a peece of a tiveluemonlh :

Hath so perfited outly, and inly, both body, both

soule,

That none for sense, and senses, halfe nmtchable

with them.

A Vulturs smelling, Apes tasting, sight of an

Eagle,

A spiders touching, Hartes hearing, might of

a Lyon.

Compoundes oftvisedome, witte, prowes, bountie,

behauiour.

All gallant Vertues, all qualities of body and

soule

:

thrice tenne kundreth thousand times blessed

and happy,

Blessed and happy Trauaile, Trauailer most

blessed and happy.

Penatibus Iletruscis laribusque nostris In-

quilinis

:

Tell me in good sooth, doth it not too

euidently a[)peare, that this English Poet

wanted but a good patterne before his eyes, as

it might be some delicate, and choyce elegant

Poesie of good M. Sidneys, or M. Dyers, (ouer

very Castor, and Pollux for such and many
greater matters) when this trimme geere was

in hatching: Much like some Gentlewooman,

1 coulde name in England, who by all Phisick

and Physiognomie too, might as well haue

brought forth all goodly faire children, as they

haue now some ylfauored and deformed, had

they at the tyme of their Conception, had in

sight, the amiable and gallant bcautifuU Pic-

tures of Adonis, Cupido, Ganymedes, or the

like, which no doubt would haue wrought such

deepe impression in their fantasies, and imagi-

nations, as their children, and pcrha[)pcs their

Childrcns children too, myglit haue thanked

them for, as long as they shall haue Tongues in

their hcades.

But myne owne leysure fayleth me : and t(

say troth, I am lately become a maruellou:

great straunger at myne olde Mistresse Poetries

being newly entertayned, and dayly employee
in our Emperour lusiinians seruice (sauing tha

I haue alrcadie addressed a certaine pleasur

able, and Morall Politique Naturall mixt(

deuise, to his most Flonourable Lordshippe, ii

the same kynde, wherevnto my next Letter

if you please mee well, may perchaunce mak(

you priuie :) marrie nowe, if it lyke you in thi

meane while, for varietie sake, to see howi

I taske a young Brother of myne, (whom o

[)layne lohn, our Italian Maister hath Cristene(

his Picciolo Giouannibattista.) Lo here (anc

God will) a peece of hollydayes exercise. Ii

the morning I gaue him this Thcame out o

Quid, to translate, and varie after his bes

fashion.

Dum fueris fcclix, multos numerabis Amicos,

Tempora si fuerint nubila, solus eris.

Aspicis, vt veniant ad Candida tecta columbce ,

Accipiat nullas sordida Turris Aues?

His translation, or rather Paraphrase befon

dinner, wus first this :

I.

Whilst your Bearnes are fatte, zchilst Cofer.

stuffd with aboundaunce,

Freendes will abound : If bcarne waxe bare

then adieu sir a Goddes name.
See ye the Dooues ? they breede, and feede it

gorgeous Houses :

Scarce one Dooue doth lone to remaine in ruinoii.

Houses,

And then forsooth this : to make proofe o

his facultie in Pentameters too, alTecting i

certaine Rithmus wilhall.

2.

Whilst your Hitches abound, your friends 'wil

play the Placeboes,

// your wealth doe decay, friend, like a feend

will away,

Dooues light, and delight in goodly faire tyleo

houses ;

If your House be but olde, Dooue to remoue bt

ye bolde.

And the last and largest of all, this

:

3-

// so be goods encrease, then dayly cncreaseth

a goodsfriend.

If so be goods decrease, then straite decrcaseth

a goodsfriend.

Then God night goods friend, who seldome

prooueth a goodfriend.
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I. Thomalins Emblems.
Cine me the goods, and giue me the good jriend,

take ye the goods friend.

Douehouse, and Louehoiise, in uriting dijjer

a letter :

In deede scarcely so much, so rcsemhleth an other

an other.

Tyle me the Doouehouse trimly, and gallant,

where the like storehouse ?

Fyle me the Doouehouse : leaue it vnhansotne,

where the like poorehouse /

Looke to the Louehouse : where the resort is,

there is a gaye showe

:

, r n 1 r n /^ 1 l

Gynne port, and monyjayle : straight sports and
|

Loue is a thing more jell, tJianJtill oJGauU, than

Of Ilonny, and of Gaule, in Loue there is store,

2 he Honny is much, but the Gaule is more.

2. JrUlyes Embleme.

To he u'ize, and eke to Loue,

Is graunted scarce to God aboue.

3. Both comhiut'd in one.

Companie failclh

.

Belceue me, I am not to be diarncd with

aboue one, or two of tlie Verses : and a fourc

or hue wordes in the rest. His afternoones

Theatne was borrowed out of him, whom one in

your Coate, they say, is as much bcliolding

vnto, as any I'lunet, or Slarre in Heuuen is

vnlo the Sunne : and is quoted us your self

best remember, in the Close of your October.

Gitinto Alessandro a la famosa tomba

Dil ft-ro Achille, sospirando disse,

O fortunato, che si chtara tromba

Troiiasti.

Within an hourc, or there aboutcs, he

brought me these foure Uistie Hexameters,

altered since not i)ast in a worde, or two.

Noble Alexiinder, when he came to the lombe of raculous Cnnim, Omni cxu'ptwm majores, I

y^^ljill^^^
recount, and chaulk v|.i»c m the Caialov;uc ol

Sighing spake with a bigge voyce ; //,ri(:^
' "ur very prinuiMll Kn^l.shc //rM/.m;.!. How

of Ilonny,

And to be 'uize, and Loue, is a uvrke for a God,

or a Goddes peere.

With a small volunlaric Supplement of his

owne, on the other side, in conunendation of

hir most gratious,and thrice excellent Maieslie:

.\ot the like \'irgin againe, in Asia, or Afric, or

Europe,

For Royall Vertues, for Maieslie, Boimlie, Be-

hauiour

Raptim, vti vides. ,

In both not jxissing a worde, or two, corrected

by met. Somethinjj more I lume of his, partly

that very day be^;un, and jxirtly continued

since: but yet not so jK-rfuly finished, that

1 dare committe the vitwc, and cxaniination

thtrcof, to Messer Immeriloes tVnsure, whom
alter those same two inct>m|urable and my-

blessed Acliillcs,

That such a Trump, so great, so loude, so glorious

hast found.

As the nno-wncd, and surprizing, ArchjXX'l

Homer.

Ix'it, I am ni^li hallc |>crs\\adtd, tluil in tyme

( siquidem vUtma ptimis respondrant) forlenmh,

bredth.und/Uptii. it will not come far behindc

your I'.pithaUtmH'ti Ihiimtsis : the ratl>er.hau-

in^j so layre a pnsulent, and juttcrnc l>cforc

Ijis Kyes, as I warrant \\\m, ami ho pn-Numcth

Vi.pDii the viewe whereof, Ah my Syrrha, to huue «»f that : lx»ih V .j*/. and

3uoih I here is a gallant txercis*- for you in M.llolliniheadu^KW-n ' 'm \U\\

ecde: wc haue had a little pretlie tnall of luer, and tuer, me thinki-s >i»iii

you{r] luitin, and It,ilian Translation : 1a-1 inc i'.cqmd enl prrty, and tmr littU- (

sec now I pray, what you can d(K> in your ^mr proiMM/, makcMichc a buMinj;, ami imi>:uh;

owne Ton^Jue: An<l with that, rrarhinn m mv lutul, that I Imuc little ioy to unmalc,

a certaine f.unous Ii<»oke, callril I he ncwc Shrp-

hardes Cihndtr : I turned to Willyes, and

Thovudins i.mhlemes, in Marche : dnd butl

him make them rviher Uiier, or wufM.' in

lOn^lish verse. I ^;aue him i»n other howrr^

respite: but iK-forc I lo«»ke«l lor him, he nud-

dainely rushed v|K)n me, and yauc iiic hu
deuise, thun formally »cl downc in a lairc

prc( c of r.ijH'r.

and em«)uranc either you, or him to j;nrft)r>»aid,

\;' . \t nuke account »»l *^i'ine certaine

,, . ut |al) thclra^twis*- hauc V^Hir

nictti , and ih I
A»

lor n»y mIIc. !
«•»•

trilled Ik It l<'l<>ii , 1 am nowc trfu^hi. and I

trust I shall NJiorlly hatnc, (no rcn»« «l"-. I ''"'*

ol mecrc nccc^Mlic jjuic \««i tnier ni tt

tieldc) to employ my tiauaylc,aiul t\i<
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or chiefely on those studies and practizes, that

Carrie as they saye, meate in their mouth, hau-

ino euermore their eye vppon the Tide De
pane lucrando, and their hand vpon their half-

penny. For, I pray now, what faith M. Cuddie,

alias you know who, in the tenth Mglogue of

the foresaid famous new Calender ?

Piers, I haue piped erst so long with payne,

That all myne Oten reedes been rent, and wore,

And my poore Muse hath spent hir spared store,

Vet little good hath got, and much lesse gayne.

Such pleasaunce makes the Grashopper so poore,

And ligge so layde, when winter doth her strayne.

The Dapper Ditties, that I woont denize,

To feede youthes fancie, and the flocking fry,

Delighten much : what I the bett for thy ?

They han the pleasure, I a sclender prize.

I beate the bushe, the birdes to them doe /lye,

What good thereof to Cuddy can arise ?

But Master Collin Chute is not euery body,

and albeit his olde Companions, Master Cuddy,

and Master Hohbinoll be as little beholding to

their Mistresse Poetrie, as euer you wilt : yet

he peraduenture, by the meanes of hir special

fauour, and some personall priuiledge, may
happely liue by dying Pellicanes, and purchase

great landes, and Lordshippes, with the money,
which his Calendar and Dreames haue, and will

affourde him. Extra iocum, I like your Dreames

passingly well : and the rather, bicause they

fauour of that singular extraordinarie veine

and inuention, whiche I euer fancied moste,

and in a manner admired onelye in Lucian,

Petrarche, Aretine, Pasquill, and all the most

delicate, and fine conceited Grecians and
Italians : (for the Romanes to speake of, are

but verye Ciphars in this kinde :) whose chiefest

endeuour, and drifte was, to haue nothing

vulgare, but in some respecte or other, and
especially in liuely Hyperbolicall Amplifica-

tions, rare, queint, and odde in euery pointe,

and as a man woulde saye, a degree or two at

the leaste, aboue the reache, and compasse of

a common Schollcrs capacitie. In whiche re-

specte notwithstanding, as well for the singu-

laritie of the manner, as tiie Diuinilic of the

matter, I hearde once a Diuinc, prcferre Saint

Johns Reuclation before al the veriest Mccta-

physicall Visions,Vind iollycst conceited Dreames
or Extasies, that euer were dcuiscd by one or

other, howe admirable, or superexcellcnt soeuer

they seemed otherwise to the worlde. And
trucly I am so confirmed in this opinion, that

when I bethinke me of the verie notablest, and

moste wonderful Prophcticall, or Poetical

Vision, that euer I read, or hearde, me seemetl

the proportion is so vnequall, that there hardl;

appeareth anye semblaunce of Comparison
no more in a manner (specially for Poets) thai

doth betweene the incomprehensible Wise
dome of God, and the sensible Wit of Mar
But what needeth this digression betweene yoi

and me ? I dare saye you wyll holde you
selfe reasonably wel satisfied, if youre Dreanie

be but as well esteemed of in Englande, a

Petrarches Visions be in Italy : whiche I assur

you, is the very worst I wish you. But, set

how I haue the ArteMemoraliue at commaunde
ment. In good faith I had once againe nig!

forgotten your Faerie Queene : howbeit b
good chaunce, I haue nowe sent hir home at th

laste, neither in better nor worse case, tha

I founde hir. And must you of necessitie hau
my ludgement of hir in deede ? To be plaint

I am voyde of al iudgement, if your Nin
Comcedies, whervnto in imitation of Herodotu:

you giue the names of the Nine Muses, (an*

in one mans fansie not vnworthily) come nc

neerer Ariostoes Comcedies, eyther for th

finenesse of plausible Elocution, or the rare

nesse of Poetical Inuention, than that Eluis

Queene both to his Orlando Furioso, which not

withstanding, you wil needes seeme to emulatt

and hope to ouergo, as you flatly professe

your self in one of your last Letters. Beside

that you know, it hath bene the vsual practis

of the most exquisite and odde wittes in a

nations, and specially in //ar/i(e, rather to shew<

and aduaunce themselues that way, than an

other: as namely, those three notoriou

dyscoursing heads, Bihiena, Machiauel, an
Aretine did, (to let Bemho and Ariosto passe

with the great admiration, and wonderment c

the whole counlrey: being in deede repute

matchable in all points, both for conceyt c

Witte, and eloquent dccyphering of matter;

either with Aristophanes and Menander ii

Greek, or with Plautus and Terence in Latir

or with any other, in any other tong. But

wil not stand greatly with you in your own
matters. If so be the Faerye Queene be faire

in your eie than the Nine Muses, and Hoi

goblin runne away with the Garland fror

Apollo/. Marke wliat I saye, and yet I will no

say th'at I thought, but there an End for thi

once, and fare you well, till God or some goo*

Aungell putte you in a belter minde.

And yet, bicause you charge me somcwha
suspitiouslye with an olde promise, to deliue

you of that iealousic, I am so far re from hydini

mine owne matters from you, that loe, I must-
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leedes be reuealing my friendes secreates, now his Maistresse withall. The parties shall bee
n honest Countrey Gentleman, sometimes a namelesse : sauing, that the Gentlewomans
icholler : At whose request, I bestowed this

)awlting bongrely Rime vpon him, to present necessarily be bewrayed
true, or counterfaite Christen name, must

5 To my good Mistresse Anne : the
very lyfe ofmy ly fe, and oncly

beloued Mvstresse.

/^^Entle Mistresse Anne, 7 am plaine by

\_jr nature

:

1 lias neuer so Jarre in hue with any creature,

iappy were your seruanl, if hee coulde bee so

Anned,
And you not vnhappy, if you shoulde be so

manned.
\ hue not to ghze, where I hue indeede,

Nowe God, and good Saint Ann?, sende nie

good specde.

Suche goodly Vertues, suche amiable Grace,

But I must not fall a praysing : I wante Time,

and Phce.
Oh, that I had mine olde Witles at commaunde-

ment :

I knowe, wJiat I coulde say without controk-

ment

:

But let this suffice : thy desertes are sucJie :

That no one in this worlde can hue thee too

muchc.

My stlfe inoste vnworthy of any suche fnlicitie,

Hut by imputation of thy gratious Curtesie.

I Icaue to hue the Muses, since I hued thee,

Al'tK, 7vli :/ iirr lhf\\ :i lim I iIul- sif /

Adieu, adieu pleasures, and profits all

:

My Hart, atid my Soule, but at one bodyes call.

Woulde God, I might saye to hir : My hart-

roote is thine :

And, {n Pleasure of Pleasures) Thy sweete

hartroote mine.

Nowe I beseeche thee by whatsoeuer thou huest

beste.

Let it be, as I haue saide, and, Soule, take thy

reste.

By thefaith of true Loue,andbymy truest Trmly,

Thou shalt tteuer putteforth thy Loue to greater

Vsurie.

And for other odde necessaries, take no care.

Your seruaunts Da?monium shall ridde yvu of

that ft are.

I serue but two Saints, Saint Penny, and Seint

Anne,
Covwmule this I musle, commaunde that I

canne.

Nour. shall I be plaine f I proye thee euen most

hartily,

Rojuite Loue, with Loue : and farexeell most

hartih.

Postscriptc.

/
But once hued before, and shee forsooth u\js

a Susaimc :

liut the Heart of a Su>utinc, not uvrth the

11aire of an Anne ;

A Sus to Anne, if you tan any iatinr, or Prtvtrr :

Shee I'lesh, fur. Mother L'uh. hir lutthrr a

verye Sewtcr.

I woulde once, and mi^ht after, fiaue spedJe a

Gods name :

Hut, if she coye it once, ^he jt none of ttty

Dame.

Is owe I praye ihre nioile h.irtuy, ihicef^entU

Mislreae Aiinr,

Looke for no lon% seruice of so f*lam4 a manne.

And yet I assure thee, thou shali tuuer ttttnt any

seruice,

If nry selfe, or my S. Penny may performe thy

wiske.

And thus once ogaine, (full loath) I lake my Uaut

of thy iwcele harle.

With (U manv huinn Parexrels, as he Uming

pmgi IM m\ heart.

II ne

• r,

God hclpc y*, yoii urnJ I arc wi*cly nnployni,

(arc wcc not ?) v^hrn «nir iVn atul Inkr, »ik1

Tinir. un«l Wit, iiixl nil runneth a\%uv in thit

(•iMxlly yunkcrly vcinc : iw if the wiuM had
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nothing else for vs to do : or we were borne to

be the only Nonproficients and Nihilagents of

the world. Ciiiusmodi tu nugis, atque naeniis

nisi vna mecinn {qui solemni quodam iureiuran-

do, atque voto obslringor, reliclo islo amoris

Poculo, iuris Pocuhan primo quoque tempore

exhaurire) iam tandem aliqnando valedicas,

{quod iamen, vnum iihi, credo, rwv adwuruiv

videhitur) nihil dicam amplius, Valeas. E meo
municipio. Nono Calendas Maias.

But hoe I pray you, gentle sirra, a word
with you more. In good sooth, and by the

faith I beare to the Muses, you shal neuer haue
my subscription or consent (though you should

charge me wyth the authoritie of hue hundreth
Maister Drants,) to make your Carpenter our

Carpenter, an inche longer, or bigger, than God
and his Englishe people haue made him. Is

there no other Pollicie to pull downe Ryming,
and set vppe Versifying, but you must needes

correcte Magnificat : and againste all order of

Lawe, and in despite of Custome, forcibly

vsurpe, and tyrannize vppon a quiet companye
of wordes, that so farre beyonde the memorie
of man, haue so peaceably enioycd their seueral

Priuiledges and Liberties, without any dis-

turbance, or the leaste controlement ? What ?

Is Horaces Ars Poetica so quite out of our
Englishe Poets head, that he muste haue his

Remembrancer, to pull hym by the slecue, and
put him in mind, of. Penes vsitm, et ius, et

norma loquendi? Indeed I remember, who
was wont in a certaine brauerie, to call our
M. Valanger Noble M. Valanger. Else neuer
heard I any, that durst presume so much ouer
the Englishe, (excepting a fewe suche stam-
merers, as haue not the masterie of their owne
Tongues) as to alter the Quantitie of any one
sillable, otherwise, than cure common spcache,

and generall reccyued Custome wouldc beare

them oute. Woulde not I laughe, thinke you,

to heare Messer humerito come in baldely with
his Maiestie, Roydltie, HonPstie, Sciences, Facfil-

ties, Excellent, Taue-rnour, Manjiilly, Faith-

jitlly, and a tliousande the like : in steadc of

Maii^stie, Roydltie, Iloneslie, and so forth }

And trowc you anye coulde forbcare the byting
of his Lippe, or smyling in his Slceuc, if a iolly

fellowe, and greate Clarke, (as it mighte be
youre selfe,) reading a fewe Verses vnto him,
for his own crcdite and commendation, should
nowe and then, tell him of, hargahielh, jolh'iiv-

ing, harrmving, thoroughly, TrauaJlers, or the
like, in steadc of, hargahielh, folloidng, harrow-

ing, and the reste ? Or will Segnior Ivmierilo,

bycausc, may ha[)pe, he hathe a fat-bellycd

Archedeacon on his side, take vppon him tc

controll Maister Doctor Watson for his Al
Trauailers, in a Verse so highly extolled ol

Master Ascham ? or Maister Ascham himselfe

for abusing Homer, and corrupting our Tongue
in that he saith

:

Quite throiighe a Doore fihve a shajte with c

brasse head ?

Nay, haue we not somtime, by your leaue.

both the Position of the firste, and Dipthon^
of the seconde, concurring in one, and the same
sillable, which neuerthelesse is commonly and
ought necessarily to be pronounced short }

I haue nowe small time, to bethink me oi

many examples. But what say you to the

second in Merchaiindise ? to the third in

Couenai'inteth ? and to the fourth in Appurten-

aiinces? Durst you aduenture to make any
of them long, either in Prose, or in Verse ?

I assure you I knowe who dareth not, and
sudddinly feareth the displeasure of all true

Englishmen if he should. Say you suddaTnly, if

you liste : by my certainly, and certainty I wil

not. You may preceiue by the Premisses, (which

very worde I woulde haue you note by the waye
to) the Latine is no rule for vs : or imagine afore-

hande, (bycause you are like to proue a great

Purchaser, and leaue suche store of money,
and possessions behinde you) your Executors

wil deale fraudulently, or violently with your

successour, (whiche in a maner is euery mans
case) and it will fall oute a resolute pointer

the third in Execfitores, Jrauduleter, violeter,

and the seconde in Successor, being long in the

one, and shorte in the other : as in seauen

hundreth more : suche as, discTple, recited,

excited: tenement, ordtour, laudible : and a num-
ber of their fellowes are long in English, short

in Latine : long in Latine, short in English.

Ilowbeit, in my fancy, such words, as violently,

diligently, magnificently, indifferently, secme in

a manner reasonably indifferent, and toUcrable

either waye, neither woulde I grcately stande

with him, that translated the Verse.

Cur mittis violas ? vt me violentii/s xtras ?

Why send you violets ? to burne my poore Iiart

violently.

Marry so, that being left common for verse,

they are to be pronounced shorte in Prose, after

the maner of the Latines, in suche wordes as

tliese, Cathedra, Vobures, mediocres, Celebres.

And thus farre of your Carpenter, and his

fellowes, wherin we are to be moderated, and

ouerrulcd by the vsuall, and common receiued
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iounde, and not to deuise any countcrfaite fan-

;asticall Accent of oure owne, as manye, other-

vise not vnlearncd haue corruptely and
idiculouslye done in the Greeke.

Nowe for your Heauen, Seauen, EUanen, or

he like, I am likewise of the same opinion :

iS generally in all words else : we are not to goe

\ little farther , either for the Prosody, or the

Orlhography, (and therefore your Imaginarie

Diastole nothing wort he) then we are licenced

ind authorized by the ordinaric vse, and cus-

tome, and proprietie, and Idiomc, and, as it

were, Maiestie of our sjieach : whiche I accounte

the only infallible, and soueraigne Rule of all

[<uks. And tiierefore hauing respectc there-

vTito, and reputing it Petty Tr('a'^on to reuolt

thertfro : dare hardly eythcr in the Prosodie,

or in the Orthography cither, allowe them two

Billables in slcade of one, but woulde as well in

Writing, as in S[)caking, haue them vsed, as

Monosyllaha, thus : heavn, seavn, a kaim, as

Maister Ascham in his Toxophilus doth Yrnf,

commonly written Vron :

Vp to the pap his string did he puU, his shajle

to the harde yrne.

Especially the difference so manifestly

ap|x.-aring by the Pronunciation, iKlweene

these twoo, a leavn a clocke and a Uaven oj

Dowe, whychc lea-ven admit telh the Diastole,

you speake of. But see, what absurdities thys

yl-fauoured Orthographye , or rather Pseudo-

graphy, hathe ingendrcd : and howe one errour

still brcedetii and iKgettelh an other. Haue
wee not, Mooneth, for Moouihf : sithetue, lor

since : uhtlest, for whilsle : phantasie, for

phansie : cum, for nm : Diuel, for Divl

:

God hys wrath, for Coddrs wrath : and a ihou-

saiide of the same slauii>e : wherein the ror-

ru|)le Orthography in liie moste, hathe iKtne

the sole, or princii>ull cause of corrupte Pro-

sodye in ouer many ?

Marry, I rcjnfesse some wordcs wc haue

lindeede, as for exampli'./rivrr, either for U-auti-

'full, or for a Marie : ayer, IhiiIw f*ro arrr, ain!

pro hi/rrde, for wc sav not llnre, but pl.uii

\Aire for him to. (or 1 1 -n Aier wrrr a

!iKH)r»- iest) whi< he ,\\< ily. an«l mayr

iindiflercnllv Ik- vst-d lytlur wuyf*. Kc»r you

Ishal a.s well, and M ordinarily hrarc fnyrr, u»

jaire, and Aier, a« Aire, ami lK)thr alike : not

onely of diucrs and sundryc ixrtoiis. but odm
of the very san>c : othcrwhil«H vxin^ ilic «>iic,

rwhilcs the other: and w) dtrd, or ..' '

/, or spide : Iryrd. or Irtde : Jvrr, 01

I
nt)'er, or myre : wyth un infmytc con«|»ii»yv ol

the same sorte : sometime Monosyllaha, some-
time P<?/y^'//uiti.

To conclude both pointes in one, I dare

sweare priuately to your selfe, and will defende

publiquely againste any, it is neither Heresie,

nor Paradox, to sette downe, and stande vj)j)on

this assertion, (notwithstanding all the Pre-

iudices and Pre^umptions to the conlrarie, if

they were tenne times as manye moe) that it

is not, either Position, or Dipthong, or Dia-

stole, or anye like Granmier Schoole Deuice,

that doeth, or can indeede, either make long or

short, or encrease, or diminish the number of

Sillables, but onely the conunon allowed, and
receiued Prosodye : taken vp by an vniuersall

consent of all, and continued by a gencrall vse,

and Custome of all. Wherein ncuerthelesse

I grant, after long aduise, and diligent oliscrua-

tion of particulars, a certain Uniform AnaK^ie,

and Concordance, being in proct-sse of lime

espyed out. Sometime this, sometime that,

hath been noted bv good wits in their AtialyseSt

to fall out generallv alyke ? and as a man
woulde saye. regularly in all, or moste worcjes:

as Position, Dipthong, and the like: not as

firste, and essentiall causes of this, or tlxat

elTecle, (here lyeth the |>oint) but as Secun-

darie and Accidentall Signes, of this, or that

Qualitie.

It is the vulgare, and naturall Mother Pnh
sodye, that alone worketh the Irate, as the

onely suprcame Foundresse, and Reformer of

Position, Dipthong, Orthoj^raphie, or wl»at-

soeuer else: whose Aflirnuitiuis are nothiiifj

worth, if she once coneliide the Ncgaliue : aini

wlurse secuudii- tnlenltones nujsle haue their

whole allowance ami warrant e lr<im hir prtnur.

.\nd therefore in ^hortc. this is tilt ^ 'c,

and the long : Position neither m.i'i tc,

nor long in oure Tongue, but so iarrc us we
can gel hir go*Kl Icuue. Peradn.unm-, vp|wn

I he diligent surucwc, and ion of

Particulars, s<in)c ihc like Ai-.i. •» - ..i«d I'ni-

formilv, might Ik* f(Himlc oulc in mhik other

'«•, thai shoulde a* vniin " nd
i .illy holdc nn»oiM*''» v^. '>n

tl.»!h wnh the Lit)' '

. s. I s-ivc,

(iwradtieiituir,) by« I ' \et nuulc

.nive s|H ( i.ill ( >bs«ru.itn»n. 1 tiaic not prttivly

uflirmr any gencrall <

«

ti.untir : alUit i pre-

sunir, M> good ami I'jMiguc, n» «irt

iH, iKTvng wyihall s.. ..r*. .. *llr, u* it it, n»n-

not but haue MMnrthini; r<)ui|Milirnt. ond

iinteruailrnble to '» * 1 m M<nr
'• ^«u h kiiide ol «

•

And
lhi»i()r»u()th t<k all the .\tttluial KuU-t and Pre*
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cepts, you are like to borrowe of one man at

this time.

Sed amabo ite, ad Corculi iui delicalissimas

Literas, propediem, quam potero, accuratissitru'

:

lot interim illam exquisitissimis salutibus, aique

salutationibus impertiens, quot habet in Capi-

iiilo, capillos semiaureos, semiargenteos, semi-

gemmeos. Quid qnceris? Per iuam Venerem
altera Rosalindula est : eamque non alter, sed

idem ilkf (tua, vt ante, bona cum gratia) copiose

amat Hobbinolus. mea Domina Immerito,

mea bellissima Collina Clouta, multo plus pluri-

mum salue, atque vale.

You knowe my ordinarie Postscripte: you
may communicate as much, or as little, as you
list, of these Patcheries, and fragments, with

the two Gentlemen : but there a straw, and
you loue me : not with any else, friend or foe,

one, or other : vnlesse haply you have a

special desire to imparte some parte hereof, to

my good friend M. Daniel Rogers : whose cur-

tesies are also registred in my Marble booke.

You know my meaning.

Nosti manum et siylum.

G.
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5 To the A^^^orshipfull his \ ery sin-

gular good friend^ Maister G. H. Fellow
ofTrinitie Hall in Cambridue.

GOod Master G. I perceiue by your most
curtcous and frendly Letters your good

will to be no lesse in deed, than I alwayes

esteemed. In recompence wlierof, think I be-

seech you, that I wil spare neither speech, nor

wryting, nor aught else, whensoeuer, and
wheresoeuer occasion shal be otired me : yea,

I will not stay, till it be olfred, but will seeke it,

in al that possibly I may. And that you may
perceiue how much your Counsel in al things

preuaileth with me, and how altogither I am
ruled and oucr-ruled thereby : I am now deter-

mined to alter mine ownc former purpose, and
to subscribe to your aduizement : being not-

withstanding resolucd stil, to abide your farther

resolution. My i>rincipal doubts are these.

Fir^t, I was minded for a while to haue inter-

mitted the vttering of my writings : leaste by
ouer-much chjying their noble cares, I should

gather a contemjA of my self, or else seeme

rather for gaine and comnKxJitie to doc it, for

some swcelnessc that I haue already tasted.

Then also me seemeth the work too base for his

excellent Lordship, fx?ing made in Honour of

a priuatc I'ersonage vnknowne, which of some
yl-willers might l>c vpbraided, not to Ik* so

worthie, as you knowe she is: or the nvitter

n«)t so weiglitic, that it should be oflred to so

wcightie a I'ersonage: or the like. 'Hie selfc

former Title stil liketli nic well ynoiigh, and
your fine Addition no les.sc. If these, und the

like doubtni, mayc Ixr of in)|)ortnun(-c in your

seeming, to frustrate any juirte of your aduicr,

I beeseechc you, willioiit the laislc st-lfc louc

of your own puriKist-, ( (uiticell me for the I
•

atwl the r.ither «I»k* it faiihliilKc, :if)d « ;»?•

for that, in all things I alttibi '

your iudgenient, that I am vu> •

to adnihil.ite mine ownc ilrirrminniionH, m
rc»i»cttc thrrnif. And indct<lc for y«Kir M-ld

to, it sittclh with you now, to rail ywr wit

nnd senvs t«igitlicr, (which arc alwiuc* at (.ilb

wlirn (Kc.iinn i«» so faircly (»flrrr(l of Kstiinu-

tion and Tri (ernirnt. I'or, while* the yron i%

bote, it is good striking, and minds of Nobles

varie, as their Estates. Terinn ne quid durius.

I pray you bethinke you well hereof, good
Maister G. and forthwith write mc those two
or three sjxcial points and caucals for the

nonce, De quibiis in suprrioribus illis nteUitissi'

viis, longissunisque LitUris tuis. Your tle>irc to

heare of my late beeing with hir Maicstie,

muste dye in it selfe. As for the twco worthy

Gentlemen, Master Sidney, and Master D>rr,

they haue mc, I thanke them, in some vsc of

familiarity: of whom, and to whome, wliat

si)eachc passcth for yourc crcditc and cstihm-

tion, I leauc your selfc to concciuc, hauing

alwayes so well conceiued of my vnfaincil affec-

tion, and zealc towardes you. And nowc they

haue proclaimed in their ifi.'y. «•'/«»•» a

general! suruasing and silence of b;i!dc Kymers,
and aKo of the verie l>cstc to: in steadc

w hereof,they haue by autho(ri, tie of their whole

.*xnatc, pre.-<*rilK^l certaine I.;i\\es and ruKs of

Quantities of English sillables. for Eiiglisli

Verse: liauing had thereof already grtntc

practise, anil <lr:\\\en mec to their faction.

Newc liookes I hiare of none, but onlv of (M>c,

that writing a rei' "
" 'he

\
SihooU of . f''.w-<. :i! (.r

Stdnry, \%.i tc

it l)c in till
.

: !C.

Suche fnllir is it. not to rrgurdv ulorrhandc titc

inclinution anil ({luliiie <>i Iwin i<. «! . n • wcc

(Icdicutc tnire llo^^kc^. S' \y

itfcurrc, cnlituling My ^mf'.. </. .nw n" . 'Jtcr

ram|)hlet4. vnto liis honor. I inrnni thmi
liter to Maister Pyrr. lUit I uni. of lute,

re in l«»i«r wvih mv Vi>{'|ivhr Wrvifvinu,
i

"

' alCin with I

nc long

I

your anuu « II. .Sf.i tr u'liitu i.;mi /;

d
19

:Jro

k. A*.

ItcWor^liipi*" : t»f wliofur, what .i

nutkctli. yjHirc m-Uc ikhall herralin irr.nvic.
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by hys paynefuU and dutifull Verses of your

selfe.

Thus muche was written at Westminster
yesternight : but comming this morning, bee-

yng the sixteenth of October, to Mystresse

Kerkes, to haue it deHuered to the Carrier, I

receyued youre letter, sente me the laste

weeke : whereby I perceiue you other whiles

continue your old exercise of Versifying in

English : whych glorie I had now thought
shoulde haue bene onely ours heere at London,
and the Court.

Truste me, your Verses I like passingly well,

and enuye your hiddin paines in this kinde, or

rather maligne, and grudge at your selfe, that

woulde not once imparte so muche to me. But
once, or twice, you make a breache in Maister

Dranis Rules : quod tamen condonabimus ianlo

Poetcc, tvcequae ipsius viaxhrne in his rehiu.

auloritaii. You shall see when we meete ir

London, (whiche, when it shall be, certifye vs]

howe fast I haue followed after you, in thai

Course : beware, leaste in time I ouertake you

Veruniamen ie solum sequar, {vt scepenwrwrc

sum projessus,) nunquam sane assequar, dun
viuam. And nowe requite I you with the like

not with the verye beste, but with the verye

shortest, namely with a fewe lamhickes : ]

dare warrant, they be precisely perfect for th(

feete (as you can easily iudge) and varie nol

one inch from the Rule. I will imparte your;

to Maister Sidney, and Maister Dyer, at mj
nexte going to the Courte. I praye you, keep(

mine close to your selfe, or your verie entir*

friendes, ^Maister Preston, Maister Still, and th(

reste.

lamhicum Trimetrum.

FNhappie Verse, the mtnesse of my vnhappie state,

Make thy selje Jluttring wings of thy fast Jlying

Thought, and fly forth vnto my Loue, whersoeuer she be :

Whether lying reastlesse in heauy bedde, or else

Sitting so cheerelesse at the cheejfull boorde, or else

Playing alone carelesse on hir heauenlie Virginals.

If in Bed, tell hir, tliat my eyes can take no reste :

If at Boorde, tell hir, that my mouth can eate no meate :

If at hir Virginals, tel hir, I can heare no mirth.

Asked ivhy ? say : Waking Loue suffereth no sleepe :

Say, that raging Loue dothe appall the weake stomacke :

Say, that lamenting Loue marreth the Musicall.

Tell hir, that hir pleasures were wonte to lull me asleepe

:

Tell hir, that hir beautie was wonte to feede mine eyes

:

Tell hir, that hir sweete Tongue was wonte to make me mirth.

Nowe doc I nightly waste, wanting my kindely reste

:

Nowe doe I dayly starue, wanting my liuely foode :

Noive doe I ahvayes dye, wanting thy timely mirth.

And if I waste, who will bewaile my heauy chaunce ?

And if I starue, who will record my cursed end ?

And if I dye, who ivill saye : this was, Immerito ?

I thought once agayne here to haue made an
ende, with a heartie Vale, of the best fashion :

btit loe, an ylfauoured myschaunce. My last

farewell, whereof I made great accompt, and
muche maruelled you shoulde make no men-
tion thereof, I am nowe tolde, (in the Diucls

name) was thorough one mans negligence quite

forgotten, but shoulde nowe vndoubtcdly haue

beene sent, whether I hadde come, or no.

Seing it can now be no otherwise, I pray

you take all togither, wyth all their faultes

!

and nowe I hope, you will vouchsafe mee
an answcare of the largest size, or else

I tell you true, you shall bee verye deep€
in my debte : notwythstandyng, thys othei

sweete, but shorte letter, and fine, but

fewe Verses. But I woulde rather I might
yet see youre owne good selfe, and receiue

a Reciprocall farewell from your owne sweete

mouth.
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^Ad Ornatissimiim "'cirnniy niidtls uondiu
nominibus clarissimumj G. H. Immcrito

siu^ mox in Gallias iiauigaturi^

51c malus egregium, sic non inimicus Ami-
aim :

Sicque nouns veterem iubet ipse Poeta Poelam,
Saluere, ac ccclo post secula mulla secundo

lam reducem, ccelo mage, quiim nunc ipse,

secundo

Vlier. Ecce Dens, (modo sit Dens tile, renixum
Q^ui vocet in scelus, et iitralos perdat amores)

Ecce Deus viihi dara dcdil modo signa Mannus,
Et sua veligero lenis parat /Equora Ligno,

Mox sulcundu, siias etiam paler Jliolus Iras

Ponit, et ingenles animos Aquilonis

Cuncta vijs sic apla meis : ego solus ineplus.

Nam viihi nescio quo mens saucia vulnere,

dudum
Fluctual ancipiti Pelago, dum Nauila proram

Inualidam validus rapil hue Amor, el tapil illuc.

Consilijs Ratio nwlionbus vsa, decusque

Immorlale leui dijjessa Cupidinis Arcu.

Angimur hoc dubio, cl porlu vexamur in ipso.

iMagne pharclrali nunc tu cuuUmplor Amons,
(Id libi Dij notni-n precor fiaud impune remillanl)

Jlos nodos exsolue, et eris inihi ntagnus Apollo.

Spirilus ad summos, scio, te generosiis Ilonores

\Exslimnl<il, maiusque docet spirare Poelam,

)Quam liuis csl Amur, et tanun baud leuis est

Amor omnis.

Ergo nihil laudi rcputas aqiiale perenni,

Proque siurosumla splendor is imaf^ine tanli,

CuUra, qua: vccors, vli Sumina, valgus adorat,

Prudia, Amicilias, vrbanu peculia, Summos,
Quceque placent oculis, formas, spectacula,

A mores

Conculcare soles, vt humum, et ludibria sensus.

Div,ua ,iuo cerQ Uarueio sentrnlia, digna

Oralore amplo, et \^eneroso pedote, quam mm

Sancire (/trtnis : sapor

Sloict fortnidrt velerum Satncutui vindis

baud tamen omnibus

idem,

Vicilur eljaii prolei fihunda hurlir,

Quatnlthit ii-nnli t,ut.:t,i prr ir./tn'ta ('..U,

Inque pnadloso bm^iim exsul t^ur^itle ponlo,

Pnv tamen amplrxu lachrymone Coniufiis, Orltis

' fAi« l'"n<|ii<»urr wiih llir prr»ii»«i Irltrr. 1 lii<t

5 Oct. i^7«>. I»ut noj for^nnlp*! ••wini; ««i •«m«*

iiul.urd wilh ln« /tf//r Irili-r o( \M\\ on.l iMli (Kl.

Ccelestes Diuihnqiie thoros spreuisse beatos.

Tanliim Amor, et Mulier, v:l Amore potenlior.

Ilium

Tu tamen Hindis : tua Magnificentia tanta est

:

Pricque subumbrata SpUndoris lnuiz,ine lanti,

Prceque illo Merilis Jamosis nomine parlo,

Cietera, qiue Vecors, vli Numina, vulgus adorat

,

Pritdia, Amicilias, armenta, peculia, nummos,
Qiueque placent oculis, jormas, spectacula,

A mores,

Quivque placent ori, qucrque auribus, omnia
temnis.

Nee tu grande sapis. Sapor at sapientia non est

:

Omnis et in paruis bene qui scit desipuisse,

Sape supercilijs palituvn sapientibus aiijert.

Ludit Arislippum modo telrica Turba Sophorum,
Milia purpureo v. >h verba Tyranno :

Ludit Arislippu^ : vana Suphnrum,

Quos leuis ememi m^.e Sot quel ' '-.bra :

Et quisquis placuisse sludel Uei «,

Desipuisse sludel, sic gratia creuil tnrpits.

Ijenique Laurigeris quisquis sua tempora vitlis

Insit^ture wiel, Populoque plicere jaiunti,

Uesipere insanus discit, turpemque pudendiC

Slulltliir laudem quarit. l\iler Etinius vnus

Dictus 1*1 innutii .'-'.' Jur at tpst

Carmina ir>.;«<> / •;».

XecMu piue tu'i, ). .11 ( .. 7,

Somen honor I'i ^ .•'/'•,• »>

Quanlamuis en,

Si siuhirc .- 'm.

Tula sed in mnito su; m Qui

Sec reliquis mmiiim ti.

Sec sapiiisse nimis, . 'is vnutn.

Nine le mrrsent vnd^. rrit If^nis.

Sec tu delicuts nimis let.

Sec ser^ Dominam 1 1'./( »;, rn f»i wla, nte

Aurum
Si sapis, al

lAnque vin t

quondam
CranJe sui deeus ij, nostn .us ttui :)

N«< Sfclau mmis. Hes vtmqu* atmint pUna.

onr*« ncglnjnur, now i .nd
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Hoc bene qui callet, {si quis iamen hoc bene

callet)

Scribe, vel invito sapieniem hunc Socrale solum.

Vis Jacit vna pios : luslos Jacit altera : et allra

Egregie cordata, ac Jortia pectora : verum

Omne tulit punctum, qui miscuit vtile dulci.

Dij mihi, dulce diu dederant : verum vtile nun-

quam

:

Vtile nunc etiam,o vlinamquoque dulce dedissenl.

Dij mihi, {quippe Dijs aquiualia maxima
paruis)

Ni nimis inuideant mortalibus esse beatis,

Dulce simul tribuisse qucant, simul vtile : tanla

Sed Fortuna tua est : pariter quceque vtile,

quccque

Dulce dat ad placitum : sauo nos sydere nati

Qucesitum imus earn per inhospita Caucasa

longe,

Perque Pyrenceos monies, Babilonaque turpem,

Quod si qucesitum nee ibi invenerimus, ingens

jEquor inexhaustis permensi erroribus, vltrd

Fluctibus in medijs socij quceremus Vlyssis.

Passibus inde Deam fessis comitabimur csgram,

Nobile cui furtum qiuerenti dejuit orbis.

Namque sinu pudet in patrio, tenebrisque pu-

dendis

Non nimis ingenio luuenem injcelice, virenles

Officiis jrusira deperdere vilibus Annas,
Frugibus et vacuus speralis cernere spicas.

Ibimus ergo slalim : {quis eunti Jausta prece-

iur ?)

Et pede Clivosas fesso calcabimus Alpes.

Quis dabit intcrea condilas rore Britanno,

Quis tibi Litterulas? quis carmen amore petul-

cum?
Musa sub Oebalij desuela cacumine montis,

Flebit inexhauslo tarn longa sileniia Hanctu,
Lugebitque sacrum lachrymis Helicona tacentem.

Harueiusque bonus, {charus licet omnibus idem,

Idque suo merito, prope suauior omnibus vnus,)

Angelus et Gabriel, {quamuis comitatus amicis

Innumeris, geni/lmque choro stipatus amccno)

Immerito tamen vnum absentem scEpe requiret,

Oplabitque, Vtinam meus life Edmundus adessct.

Qui noua scripsisset, nee Amores conticuisset

Ipse suos, et sccpe aninw, verbisque benignis

Fausta precaretur : Deus ilium aliquando r^

ducat, etc.

Plura vellem per Chariles, sed non licet pi

Musas.
Vale, Vale plurimitm. Mi amabilissin

Harueie, meo cordi, mcorum omnium lon{

charissitne.

I was minded also to haue sent you son:

English verses : or Rymes, for a farewell : bi

by my Troth, I haue no spare time in the worl(

to thinke on such Toyes, that you knowe wi

demaund a freer head, than mine is presentl;

I beseecheyou by all your Curtesies,and Grace

let me be answered, ere I goe : which will b
(I hope, I feare, I thinke) the next weeke,

I can be dispatched of my Lorde. I goe thithe

as sent by him, and maintained most what (

him : and there am to employ my time, m
body, my minde, to his Honours seruice. Thi

with many superhartie Commendations, an

Recommendations to your selfe, and all m
friendes with you, I ende my last Farewell, n(

thinking any more to write vnto you, befoi

I goe : and withall committing to your faitl

full Credence the eternall JMemorie of our eue

lasting friendship, the inuiolable ^lemorie (

our vnspotted friendshippe, the sacred Memor
of our vowed friendship : which I beseech yc

Continue with vsuall writings, as you may, an

of all things let me heare some Newes froi

you. As gentle M. Sidney, I thanke his goe

Worship, hath required of me, and so promise

to doe againe. Qui nionet, vt facias, quod ia,

facis, you knowe the rest. You may alwayi

send them most safely to me by Mistre.

Kerke, and by none other. Soonce again

and yet once more, Farewell most hartil;

mine owne good Master II. and loue me, '<

I loue you, and thinke vpon poore Immerit

as he thinkcth vppon you.

Leycester House. This. 5. of October. 1579

Per mare, per terras,

Viuus, mortuusque.

Tuus Immerito.
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To my verie Friende,
M. Immerito.

T Iberalissimo Signor Immerito, in good soothe

J ^my poore Storehouse will presently afiourd

me nothing, either to recompencc, or counter-

uaile your gentle Masterships, long, large,

iauish, Luxurious, Laxatiue Letters withall,

(now a Gods name, when did I euer in my life,

hunt the Letter before ? but, belike, thcres no

remc'die, I must ncedes be eucn with you once

in my dayes,) but only forsoothe, a fewe

Millions of Recommendations, and a running

Cop[)ie of the Verses enclosed. Which Verses,

{extra iocum) are so well done in Latlin by two

Doctors, and so well Translated into English

by one odde Gentleman, and generally so well

allowed of all, that chaunced to hauc the

perusing of them : that trust mee, G. II. was

at the first hardly intrcated, to shame himscUe,

and trucly, now blusheth, to sec the first

Letters of his name, stande so nccre their

Names, as of ncccssitie they must. "NVui know
the Greeke prouerb, iriP^^C^t n-nr] ^e^v^av

huK^iria, and many colours, (as m a

manner euery thing else) that scucrally by

iheinsclucs, seeme reasonably good, and frcshc

lynough, Ix-yng compared, and ouernuitchtd

^vyth their iK-tters, are maruellously disgraced,

land as it were, dashed qui'e outc of ("ountcn-

aunrc. I am at this instant, very busilye. and

lioily employed in cerlaine grrale and serifuis

affayres : whereof, notwithstaiuling (for all

youre vowed, and long exiH-Tinn-nted stTri'cie)

you arc not like to hearc a worrle more at the

mote, till I my selfe see a World more at the

leastc. And therefore, for this once 1 iK-scech

yoii (notwitlistanding vo\ir greatc cxiKTiuiion

of 1 kiiowe not what Voliim«s for an aunswtan-)

content your go<>«l s<-lf«\ with lh«-sf I'rc-M-ntes,

(pard'Hi me, I came lalily out of a .S<rincners

Fsh<)p)atid in lieu of nuinygentlr F.irewtls. uiul

gfMxlIy OfMllirwyev, at your driKirlurf: gvur

me once ugaine leaue, to playc tlu* (twinvivlour

SI while, if il Ik* but to iustilie your lil)crall

M isicrsi»«pl»c^. Noslri Colo tmxitnr urdi : tii»l

I (oniiire yoii by the Contrnts of the Vcrv^,

aii'l Kyme^ cMclm<-(l, and l)y a! thr g<»fHl, jind

bad Splritrs, that altcnde vi>on tlir ,Aulh«)r^

thniisriucs. inimrdiallv vixin the contniipla-

tioii ihrrfof, i«i abuwlon all ofhrr f<»i>lrtif •., uti<!

honour \'rrlur, tlic oncly inuuorlall and sur

uiuing Accident nmongM so tntinycmnriall, and M»u|KTllu«»t«n «tllublr, tlum u dull

cuer-perishiiig Substaunces. As I strongly

presume, so good a Texte, so clearkly handeled,

by three so famous Doctours, as olde Maisirr

Wythipole, and the other two bee, may easily,

and will fully perswade you, howsoeuer you
tush at the fourths vnsutable Paraphrase.

But a worde or two, to your large, lauishc,

laxatiue Letters, and then for thys time, Adieu.

Of my credite, youre doubtes are not so re-

doubted, as youre selfe ouer ^ -K-

imagine: as I puriK)sc shortely to .. a

more at large. Vour hotte yron, is >u hoiie,

that it striketh mee to the hearle, I dare not

come neare to strike it : The Tyde tarryeth no

manne, but manye a good nwnne is faync to

tarry the Tyde. And I knowe some, whyche
coulde Ik' content to Ix^e theyr own Garners,

that are gladde to thanke other for theyr co;ir-

tesie : But Beggars, they save, muste be no
choosers.

Vour new-foundid m^titf «-«y«f I honourc

more, than you will or can stij>|xjse : and make
greater accomptc of the twc>o worthy Gcntle-

menne, than of two Inmdrcth IHonisii Areth

pagiltf, or the vcryc notablest Senatoiirs, tlmt

euer Athens dydde allourdc of that numlicr.

Vour ICnglishe Trimetra I lyke better, than

|K'rhaj^[Ks you will easily iK-lituc : and am to

rit|uite them wyth Intter, or wors<\ at more

conuvnient Icysure. Marry, you n n
nu", I tuule not your w.irrant so iy

g<KKl, and subst.uintiall in I^wc, that it tun

|Krsuade me, they are all, so prcciMrly |)crfcct

for the Keotc, an your sclfc oucr-iwrtiully

weenc, and oucr-ronlulcntly nuoiichc : «|ieci«

allyc the thirde. whvclic halhc a fiiotc more

than a I^)wce (a \Nondi-r»His dcforniiiic in a

rightc and purr Snuiru) and the M\tr, whirhc

is also in the s.imo I'rnlir.umnl, vnlrssc happty

one of tlu- fitMr Ik- s,iw«d oil wvlh a pivrr o|

Symopfs : and thru sIxxiMc tlic Or ' le

h.iuc trstifie*! m) nuiche : .m! i' •»(

llftiiinlf Virf^fpils : and I

ninth, and slMKild liaur n

nu'rH' in lh»* laslr : !•

VMiall, and tnllrr.ilili

IP written,

tinr in the

toll of /w
' • uulynff

r, nnii

«r
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Then me thinketh, you haue in my fancie som-

what too many Spondees beside : and whereas

Trochee sometyme presumeth in the firste

place, as namely in the second Verse, Make
thy, whyche thy, by youre Maistershippes owne
authoritie muste needes be shorte, I shall be

faine to supplye the office of the Arte Memora-
tiue, and putte you in minde of a pretty Fable

in Abslemio the Italian, implying thus much,
or rather thus little in effect.

A certaine lame man beyng invited to a

solempne Nuptiall Feaste, made no more adoe,

but sate me hym roundlye downe foremoste at

the hyghest ende of the Table. The Master of

the feast, suddainly spying his presumption,

and hansomely remoouing him from thence,

placed me this haulting Gentleman belovve at

the nether end of the bourd : alledging for his

defence the common verse : Sedes nidla datur,

prcBterquam sexta Trochceo : and pleasantly

alluding to this foote, which standing vppon
two syllables, the one long, the other short,

(much like, of a like, his guestes feete) is

alwayes thrust downe to the last place, in

a true Hexameter, and quite thrust out of

doores in a pure, and iust Senarie. Nowe Syr,

what thinke you, I began to thinke witii my
selfe, when I began to reade your warrant first

:

so boldly, and venterously set downe in so

formall, and autentique wordes, as these,

Precisely perfil, and not an inch from the Ride?
Ah Syrrha, and lesu Lord, thought I, haue we
at the last gotten one, of whom his olde friendes

and Companions may iustly glory, In eo solum

peccat, quod nihil peccat : and that is yet more
exacte, and precise in his English Comicall

lambickes, than euer M. Watson himselfe was
in his Lattin Tragicall lambickes, of whom
M. Aschani reporleth, that he would neuer to

this day suffer his famous Absolon to come
abrode, onely because Anapccstiis in Locis

paribus, is twice, or thrice vsed in steade of

Iambus ? A small fault, ywisse, and such a

one in M. Aschams owne opinion, as per-

chaunce woulde neuer haue bcene espyed, no
neither in Italy, nor in Fraunce. But when
I came to the curious scanning, and fingering

of euery foote, and syllable : Lo here, quoth I,

M. Watsons Anapcestus for all the worlde.

A good horse, that trippeth not once in a

iourney : and M. Immerito doth, but as

M. Watson, and in a manner all other lambici

haue done before liim : marry he miglit haue
spared his [preface, or at the least, that same
restrictiue, and streightlaccd terme. Precisely,

and all had been well enough : and I assure

you, of my selfe, I beleeue, no peece of a faul

marked at all. But this is the Effect of wai
rantes, and perhappes the Errour may rathe

proceede of his Master, M. Drantes Rule, tha

of himselfe. Howsoeuer it is, the matter i

not great, and I alwayes was, and will eue

continue of this Opinion, Pauca mullis cor

donanda vitia Virtutibus, especially these bein

no Vitia neither, in a common and licencioi:

lambicke. Verum ista obiter, non quidem cot

tradicendi animo, aut eliam corrigendi mil

crede : sed nostra illo Academico, pristinoqu

more ratiocinandi. And to saye trueth, partel

too, to requite your gentle courtesie in begii

ning to me, and noting I knowe not whs
breache in your gorbellyed Maisters Rules

which Rules go for good, I perceiue, and keep

a Rule, where there be no better in presenc

My selfe neither sawe them, nor heard of thei

before : and therefore will neither praise then

nor dispraise them nowe : but vppon th

suruiewe of them, and farther conference, (bot

which I desire) you shall soone heare one mar
opinion too or fro. Youre selfe remembe
I was wonte to haue some preiudice of tf

man : and I still remaine a fauourer of h
deserued, and iust commendation. Marry i

these poyntes, you knowe, Partialilie in e

case, may haue a foote : and you rememb(
mine olde S^oicall exclamation : Fie on childii

affection, in the discoursing, and deciding i

schoole matters. This I say, because you char^

me with an vnknowne authoritie: which f(

aught I know yet, may as wel be either vi

sufficient, or faultie, as otherwise : and I dai

more than halfe promise, (I dare not say
warrant) you shall alwayes in these kinde (

controuersies, tinde me nighe hande answerabi

in mine owne defence. Kcliqua omnia, qu
de hac supersunl Anglicorum versuum ration

in aliud tempus reseruabimus, ociosum magi.

Youre Latine Farewell is a goodly brat

yonkerly pccce of work, and Goddilge yec,

am alwayes marucllously beholding vnto yoi

for your bountifuU Titles : I hope by that tin

I haue been resident a ycare or twoo in Ital

I shall be better qualifycd in this kind, an

more able to requite your lauishc, and ma<

nilicent libcralitie that way. But to let Titlf

and Tittles passe, and come to the very poini

in dcede, which so ncare toucheth my lust

Trauayler to the quicke, and is one of tl:

pncdominanl humors that raigne in our con

mon Youths: Ileus mi tu, bone proce, tnagr

mulicrcularum amator, egregie Pamphile, ew
aliquando tandem, qui te manet, qui mulierosc
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omnes, qui vniuersam Fc^minislaru^n sectam,

Respice finem. And I shal then be content to

appeale to your owne learned ex{)erience,

whether it be, or be not, too too true : quod
did sold a mc scepe : a te ipso nonnitnquam

:

ah expertis cmnibus qiiolidie : Amare attianim :

Nee deus, vt perhibent, Amor est, sed atnaror, el

error : et quicquid in eandem solet sententiam

EmpiricCjS aggregari. Ac scite viihi quidem
Agrippa Ouidianam illam, de Arte Atnandi,

iviy^a^h videlur correxisse, nuriloque, de

Arte Meretricandi, inscripsisse. Nee verb inepte

alius, Amatores Alchumistis comparauit, aureos,

argenleosque monies, atque Jonles kpidc som-

niantibus, sed interim misere immanibus Car-

bonum fumis propemodum oeccecatis, atque

etiam sujffocatis : prceterquam celebratum ilium

Adami Faradisum, alium esse quendam pric-

dicauit, stultorum quoque Amatorumque mira-

bilem Paradisum : ilium vere, hunc pluintastic^,

fanaticeque beatorum. Sed hcec alias, fortassis

vberias. Credite nie, I will neuer linne baitynjj

at you, til I haue rid you quite of this yonkerly,

and womanly humor. And as for your speedy

and hasty trauell : me thinks 1 dare stil wa^^cr

al the liooks aiul writing's in my study, which

y^ou know, I esteeme of greater value, than al

the ^'olde and silucr in my purse, (»r chest, tluit

^ou wil not, (and yet 1 muste t;ike hecde, how
[ make my bar^aine with so subtile and in-

tricate a Sophisier) that you shall not, I sayc,

3ee ^one ouer Sea, for al your s;iyint,', neither

the next nor the ncxte wcckc. And then pcr-

iduenture I may |)crsfjnally [K^rforme your

ef|ucsl, and bcstowc the swet-tcst Karcwcll.

/pon your sweetmoutht-d Mastcrshipj>e, thai

\o vnswccle a Tonj,', and so sowre a |>;iire (»f

i.ippes can alloordc. And, thinkc you I will

caue my // PclUgrino so ? No I trowe.

^Iv Lords Honor, the cx|)cctalion of his

friendes, his owne credite and preferment, tell

me, he muste haue a moste sj^eciall care, and
good regarde of employing his trauaile to the

best. And therfore I am studying all this

fortnight, to reade him suche a lecture in

Ilom'rs Odysses, and I'lrgib /Encads, that 1

dare vndertake he shall not neede any further

instruction, in Maister TurUrs Trauayler, or

Maister Zuingers Methodus Apodemica : but
in his whole trauaile abroade, and euer aftei

at home, shall shewe himselfe a verie liuelye

and absolute picture of \ lysses and .Eneas.

Wherof I haue the stronger hoj)e he muste
needes proue a most capable ami ajit subiecte

(I s|)eake to a Logician) hiiuing the selfe same
Goddesses and Graces attendant vjmn his l>ody

and mind, that euermore guided them, and their

actions : esj)ecially the ones Minerua. and the

others Venus : tluit is (as one Doctor ex-

I>oundeth it) the jwllitique head, and wiso

gouernement of the one : and the amial>lc

behauiour, and gratious courtesie of the other

;

the two verye princijwll, and moste singular

Companions, of a right Trauailer : ami as per-

haps one of oure subtile Logicians wouMc
Siiye, the two inscjurable, and indiviMblc

accidents of the forcs^iitle Subiccts. /)<• qutbu%

ipsis, CiCterisque omnibus arlijuis ApoJitrui

instrumenlis : inprimisque de llomrtua tUa,

dtuinaque herha nS*>.v Vt U4* ji«x(«v#i 9i««'

qua Vlissem suum Mercurius, altier-

sus Cyrcca W pocula, et carmina, et fenena,

morhosque otnnes prinnuniuil : et coram, vti

spero, hreui : <•.' longe, vli soleo, copiostus : ei

foriasse etiam, aliqiuint->, <;
.h

tilius cum XYr'> PoUilio'. / ••>•

Ititi-rim trtbiis eris sy! 'Ui*s. ui iii ubti.

TrinilirHiill,%t'\\iuiu. -'j.Octi>b. «579-

In haste.

Yours, as >.. A •iu^r. U.IL

SPENSER
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Certaine Latin Verses^ of thefralltie and
mutabilitie of all things, sauingonely Ver-

tue : made by M. "Doctor Norton^ for the right
Woishipfull, M. Thomas Sackford, Master of

Requestcs vnto hiiMaiestie.

Th

.

^ i ^Empora Jurtiuo morsu laniantur armena,
S ^ Sensim florescuni, occiihitura hreui.

A Anni vere salit, Senio nwx conficiendus,

C Cura, labor ditanl, non eademqiie premunt ?

F Fallax, vel vigili studio Sapieniia paria :

O Oh, el magnatmn gloria scepe iacet,

R Res inter variasJluimus, ruimusque gradatim:

D. Dulcia Virtutis prcemia sola mattent.

The same paraphrastically varied by M.
!Doctor Gouldingam^ at the request ofolde

M. Wythipoll of Ipswiche

T. '^ / ^Enipora jurtiuo lahuntur dulcia cursu,

S _/ Subsiduntque breul, quce viguere din.

A Autumno capitur, quicquid nouus educat annus .*

C Curta luuentulis gaudia, Fata secant.

F Fallax Anibitio est, atque anxia cura tenotdi,

Obscurmn decus, et nomen inane Sophi.

R Res Fors humanas incerto turbine voluil,

D. Dulcia Virtutis prcemia sola nianent.
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Olde Maistcr IVythtpoh
o'jine Translation.

OVr merr\- dayes, by theeuish bit are pluckt, and torne away.
And euery lustie growing thing, in short time doth decay.

The pleasaunt Spring times ioy, how soone it groweth olde ?

And wealth that gotten is with care, doth noy as much, be bolde.

No wisedome had with Trauaile great, is for to trust in deede,

For great Mens state we see decay, and fall downe like a weede.
Thus by degrees we fleete, and sinke in worldly things full fast,

But Vertues sweete and due rewardes stande sure in tuery blast.

The same Paniphrastically varied by
Master G. H. at M. Peter Wythipollcs

rcfjuestj jor his Father.

Tllese pleasant dayes, and Montiies, and ycares, by stelth do passe apace.
And do not things, that florish most, soone fade, and lose their grace ?

lesu, how soone the Spring of yeare, and Spring of youthful! r;ige,

Is come, and gone, and ouerconie, and oucrgone with age ?

In fraine is gaine, but doth not jniiiie ;is much tictract from health,

As it doth adde vnto our store, when most we roll in wuilth ?

Wisedome hir selfe must iiaue hir d(»ome, and grauest must to graue.
And mi^^htiest jKjwer s>ib to a flower : what then remaines to crauc ?

Nowe vj), now downe, we flowe, and rowe in st-as of worldly cares,

Vertue alone clcriiall is, and shcc the Laurell wearcs.

L'Enuoy.

Sfxjnc said, soone writ, s(K)iic liarnd : soone trimly done in prose, or verse

i

iJeleeud of boine, i)ractizd of fcwc, from Cradle to ihcir Ilerbc.

Vtrluti, tion libi Feci.

M. Peter \VythijX)ll.

l-J I trluli.rt tmhi :

VirliUif ad laudrm .*

Mihi, ad vsum.

riMS.



CRITICAL APPENDIX.
THE FAERIE QVEENE.

Bibliography.

The first three books of F. Q. were originally

published in 1590. Books IV-VI, with a
second edition of Books I-III, appeared in

1596. The fragmentary Book VII appeared
first in the Folio of 1609. Except for this

fragment, the text here printed is based on

J596. Some printers' errors have been cor-

rected by reference to 1390, with its valuable

list of Faults Escaped, cited in these notes

as F.E. The authority of i6og has been

preferred in half a dozen places. The later

folios of 1611-12-13, 1617, and 1679, have
no independent authority. Spenser's poetical

works were subsequently edited by J. Hughes,

1715 ; H. J. Todd, 1805 ; F. J. Child, 1855 ;

J. P. Collier, 1862 ; R. Morris, 1869 ; A. B.

Grosart, 1882-4 ; R. E. Neil Dodge, 1908. The
F. Q. was also edited separately by J. Upton,

1758, R. Church, 1 758-9, and Kate M. Warren,
1897-1900. J. Jortin's Remarks on Spenser's

Poems (1734) contain some good emendations.

Dedication. The words ' and of Virginia
'

and ' to live with the eternitie of her fame
'

were added in 1596.

BOOK I.

Proem iv. 5. my] mine 1590.

I.ii. I. But] And 1590. The 'But' oi 1596
marks the contrast between the Knight's ' jolly

'

appearance and his dedicated purpose.

V. I. an innocent] and innocent 1390 : an
Innocent 1609.

ix. 6. swccte bleeding] sweet, bleeding

1609. But ' sweete ' is probably adverbial.

ix. 9. seeldom] sildom 1609 passim. See

on IV. xxiii. 5 below.

xii. 5. your hardy stroke 1390, drc. : corr.

F.E. The corrections of F.E. are frequently

ignored by 1596.
XV. 6. poisonous] poisnous 1590. Spenser

was more tolerant of resolved feet by 1596.
XX. 4. vildly] vilely 1609 passim. The

spelling * vild ' is rare after 1600.

SPENSER

xxi. 5. spring] ebbe 1590, ^c. : corr. F.E.
to auale] t'auale 1590 : corr. F.E. See note

on I. xii. 5 above. The correction of" t'auale
*

was obviously made by 1396 independently.

xxii. 3. longer] lenger 1390. But cf.

I. xxvi. 8.

xxviii. 8. passed] passeth 1396, 1609.
XXX. 9. sits] fits 1609. But see Glossary.

xxxi. 6. you] thee 1390.
xlviii. 9. with<?w. J596, J609. 1609 made

little use of 1390.
I. 3. thought haue] thought t'haue 1609.
liii. 6. since no'vntruth] sith n'vntruth

1609. In the quartos * sith ' and ' since ' are

used indifferently : 1609 tries to confine ' si t
h'

to the causal, * since ' to the temporal sense.

II. xi. 3, 4. anon: shield, 1390, 1396: corr.

1609. The punctuation of 1609 is more
logical than that of the quartos.

xvi. 8. idely, 1390, 1396 : idlely 1609.
xvii. 5. cruell spies] cruelties 1390, drc.

:

corr. F.E.
xxii. 5. your] thy 1390. Cf. I. xxxi. 6

above.

xxvii. 9. so dainty] so. Dainty 1609—to

show that Spenser is quoting the proverb
' Quae rara, cara '

.

xxix. 2. shade him] shade 1396 : shadow
1609, supplying the omission by conjecture.

See note on i. xlviii. 9 above.

xxix. 3. ymounted] that mounted 1390,
^c. : corr. F.E.

xxxii. 9. ruefuU plaints] tuefull plants

1390. F.E. corrects 'tuefull', but not
' plants'.

xl. I, xii. 5. Thens forth] Then forth 1390,

1396 : corr. F.E.

III. xi. I. To whom] Whom 1396.
XXV. 7. inquere] inquire J596. The rhyme

favours 1390.
xxxii. 9. Who told her all that fell] told,

1609—taking the words to mean ' Who told

all that befell lier '. We should perhaps read

'all that her fell'.
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xxxiv. 9. spurnd] spurd i5go.
xxxvi. 7. mourning] morning 7596.
xxxviii. 7. the] that F.E., njernng prob-

ably to this line. {The rt-jerences in F.E. are

to pages only.)

IV. xii. 2. a om. 1596. 7. Realmes]
Realme 1390.

xvi. 3. hurtlen] hurlen j6og ; and so

at Bk. I, IV. xl. I, and Bk. 11, V. viii. 7.

9. glitterand] glitter and 1396, i6og.
XX. 3. From] For 1396, 1609.
xxiii. 5. seldome] sceldome 1390, sildom

1609. 7. dry dropsie] dire dropsie conj.

Upton, ajter Horace s ' dirus hydrops'.
xxxii. 9. fiftc] first 1390, &c. : corr. FJ?.
xxxvii. 6. Liuijera] Lucijer' 1390. See

note on I. xv. 6 above.

xlv. 4. Sans ioy\ Sansjoy 1390. 6. cause

of my new ioy] cause of new joy J590, 1596 :

corr. F.E.

V. i. 9. he oni. 1396.
ii. This stanza is imitated in Peelers David

and Bethsabc, written probably btjore 1 390.
ii. 5. hurld] hurls J390, J396 : hurles

1609 : corr. F.E.
vii. 9. helmets hewendceix']hewen helmets

(Iccpe 1390.
XV. 2. thirstie] thristy J390. 3. hath]

bathe J590, 1609.
xvii. 5. can] gan 1390. For * can '

^
' did ' see Glossary.

xxiii. 8. Nightes chiltircn] Nights drad

children 1609, not observing that 'Sightes' is

dissyllabit.

xxiv. 9. fori and 139^), 1609.

xxvi. 6. am] amc 1 39". Otherwise eye-

rhymes are common in both quartos.

xxxviii. 6. < lifls] difts 1390, &c. : corr.

F.E. So at Hk. I, IX. xxxiv. 6. But Spenser

found that he needed * tlifl ' Jor the rhyme in

Bk. I, VIM. xxii. 5.

xli. 2. nighl high 1596, l6og.

xlv. 4. woundcs] wuuiidcz jfuxj, obicrvtng

the dissyllable.

ii. 5. thai
1 the 1390^ (fc. : (orr. F.E.

VI. i. 5. in) it 1390, Cfc. : corr. F E.

V. ^. win] with / 5'/', i^>o(f.

viii. 7. mi'isha|Kii] iiii>hap|K'ii /590

:

mifthapcn 1596.
xlv. 7. d(ml>lrd] iloultlr 1609.

XV. 2. Or] Of t39^>, ifxK) '. If (onj. Hughes.

xxiii. 8. fiourHJrd] nou«>lr<l / 590 pasiim.

1396 uses * nousic ' as — ' nuz/Ic *.

xxvi. 5. ftcrrc iwul fell] twific luid rrucll

1390 : corr. F.E. 9. as a tyrans law] as

tyrans law 1396 : as proud tyrans law 1609.
xxxix. 7. quoth he] qd. she 1390.
xliv. I. fell] full 1390.
xlvii. 8. So they to fight] So they two

fight 1396, 1609.

VII. V. 9. did] do 1390.
XX. 3. the] that 1390.
xxii. 9. sight otn. 1390.
xxxii. 8. Whose] Her 1590. This stanta

is imitated in 2 Tamburlaine, iv. 4, acted some
years btjore 1390.

xxxvii. 7, trample] amble 1390. This is

clearly an author's, not a printer's, change.

xlii. 6. inquire] inquere 1390.
xliii. 4. whiltsi] whiles 1390. 6. runnel

come 1390 : ronne F.E. 9. Cehons]

Cebons 1396, 1609.
xlviii. 9. haue you] haue yec 1390.

VIII. Arg. 3. the Gyant] that Gyaunt 1390,
At. ; corr. F.E.

i. 6. through] thorough 1390.
iii. I. the] his 1390.
\. 3. auantagc] aduantage ISgo.
xi. 5-9. Imitated in 2 Tamburlaine, ir . j ;

see note on vii. xxxii above. 9. murmur
ring] murmuring i 39(k c-c. ; corr. F.E.

xxi. 5. their] his Grosart—aj'er Church,

But ' their ' tnay mean * Orgoglio's and
Duessa's '.

xxiv. 6. his] her 1390.
xxvii. 7. eyes] eye 1390.
xxxiii. 5. sits] fits 1396, 1609. But set

I. XXX. 9 above and Glossary.

xli. 7. and om. J y/^-

xliv. 4. delight] dislike .
• .• others

despight. As ' dilight '
ts

- Uom I. j,

the jorm oj the error is no guide.

IX. ix. 3. the] that 1390. 5. Tim(ms\

CUons 1390 : corr. F.E.

xi. 4. viiawurcs) vnwarcH 1396.

xii. Q. on) ut 1390. 7596 : corr. F.E. and

1609.
XV. 8. vow] vowd 1 390, j'frhaps ftih'.'v

xviii. 9. an] the 7.59^. 7609.

xxiv. 4. n«pidr] cipidc 7609.

xxxi. 5. mealt'th) mralt'h 7590, fi'^-.; ttrr.

ed. after Bk. II. II. iv. 5.

xxxii. 7. nor glcc] nor fc* t»nj. Church ;

cf. Ilk. I. X. xliii. 6. .'Itainsi this cf. Bk. VI,

V. xxxix. 3 ; VII. xlix. •).

xxxiii. 3. ypichi) vi'light 7590.
xxxiv. 6. rlifh] clilii 1390, ^c : icrr.

F.E, See on v. xxxviii. 6 abot>e.
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lii. I. saw] heard isgo. 3. reliu'd]

relieu'd i6og.
liii. I. feeble] seely 1596: silly i6og.

Comparison with vii. vi. 5, xi. 8 oj this Book,
where ' feeble ' and ' fraile ' occur together in

lines which this was meant to recall, make it

certain that ' seely ' (=feelie) is a misprint for
'feeble'.

X. vii. 8. simple true. Cj. note on I. ix. 6

above.

XV. 4. well] for i^go. gan] can i6og.
See note on v. xvii. 5 above.

xvi. 8. be] her i5go, &'c. : corr. F.E.
XX. 5. om. i5go, 7596 ; add. i6og. This

is one oj the places which lead us to assign some
independent authority to i6og.

xxvii. 6. His bodie in salt water smarting

sore] His blamefuU body in salt water sore

J590. Another clear case of author's correc-

tion, designed to remove ambiguity.

xxxiv. 8. worldes] worlds i6og. See on

V. xxiii. 8 and xlv. 4 above.

xxxvi. 6. Their i6og : There J590, i^gd.

9. call in commers-by] call in-commcrs by
i^go, I5g6.

xxxix. 4. clothes] clothez i6og. See on
V. xlv. 4 above.

lii. 6. Brings] Bring i^go, I5g6.
Ivii. 5. pretious] piteous i5go, &c. : corr.

F.E.
lix. 2. frame] fame i^go, ^c. : corr. F.E.
Ixii. 4. (Quoth he) as wretched, and liu'd in

like paine] As wretched men, and lined in like

paine isgo. 8. and battailes none are to

be fought] and bitter battailes all are fought

1590. 9. As for loose loues are vaine] As
for loose loues they are vaine i5go. But cj.

Bk. V, III. xxii. 5 and 6.

Ixiv. 7. doen nominate] doen then nomi-
nate I5g6.

Ixv. 3. place] face isgo.

XI. iii. This stanza appears jor the first

time in J59 6.

V. I. his] this isgo, &c. : corr. F.E.
vi. 9. scared] feared i3go, drc. : corr.

F.E.
viii. 7. vast] vaste J590 ; wast 1596.
xi. 5. as] all 1590, ^c. : corr. F.E.
xxvi. 6. swinged] singed i6og needlessly :

the jorm ' swinge ' is still common in dialect.

xxvii. 2. vaunt] daunt I5g6, i6og.

XXX. 5. one] it I'Sgo, drc. : corr. F.E.
xxxvii. 2. yelled] yelded 2590, I5g6. But

elsewhere ' yelled ' in F.Q. Cj., however,

' drownded ' in the quarto oj Colin Clout
762. The true reading may be ' yelped '.

xxxix. 4, 7. sting attd string transposed in
I5g6, i6og.

xli. 4. Nor i6og : For i^go, I3g6.
Spenser may have written ' For ' . Negatives are
similarly conjuscd in Bk. V, VI. xxvi. 5 and 6.

li. 7, 8. The early editions have a semi-colon
at ' spred ' and a cojnma at ' darke ', making
I. 8 rejer to the lark.

XII. iii. 5. fond] found I5g6, i6og.
vii. 3. sung] song l5go—an eye-rhyme but

ambiguous.

xi. 5. talants] talents isgo, &c.: corr. F.E.
xvi. I. pleasure] pleasures I5g6, i6og.
xvii. I. that] the I5g6, i6og. 4. note]

no'te i6og, 1611.
xxi. 7. To tell that dawning day is drawing

neare] To tell the dawning day is dawning
neare I5g6, i6og.

xxvii. 7. of] and I5g6, i6og.
XX viii. 7. her] his I5g6, i6og. Cj. xl. 9

below.

xxxviii. 3. frankencense isg6, i6og—
possibly a deliberate achaism. l5go has
frankincense. Cj. note on Bk. II, vil. iv. 8.

xl. 9. His] Her I5g6, i6og.

BOOK II.

Proem v. 4. else] elles isgo.
beamez i6og.

beames]

I. i. 7. caytiues hands] caytiue hands
i6og : ' caytiue bands ' has been conjectured.

ii. 7. natiue] natiues I5g6, i6og.
iii. 9. be] he i6og.
iv. 6, 7. These lines are transposed in I5g6,

i6og.
viii. 5. with fairc] with a faire I5g6.
xvi. I. liefe] life J590.
xviii. 6. did he] he did isgo.
xxxi. 2. handling] handing l^gS.
xxxiii. 8. ihrise] these i^go, &c. : corr.

F.E.

xxxix. 4. dolour] labour J596, i6og.
xl. 4. gore] gold I5g6, j6og.
xliv. 6. reuenging] aucnging isgo.
xlix. 9. Mordant] Mortdant 1590, l^gO

;

but cj. Argument.
Iviii. 4. fry] frieze or frize conj. Church.

' Frize '
( = freeze) gives the contrast desired .*

the spelling ' fryze ' would explain the corrup'

tion better.

lix. I. equall] euill I5g6, i6og.
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II. iv. 3. in lieu of] in loue of conj. Church.

vii. 7. chace] The rhyme yequires ' pray ',

and so Collier suggested. Spenser has this

error—the substitution Jor a rhyming uord oj

a metrically equivalent synonym which does not

rhyme—in nine places in F.Q.
ix. I. whose] those 1396, 2609.
XXI. I. cald] calth I3fj0, idofj—owing to

the following ' forth '.

xxiii. 2. boldly] bloudy 1596 : boldy

7609.
xxviii. 2. both their champions] both her

champions /590 : both their champion I3<)(^,

J 609.
xxix. 2. The quartos omit the comma ajttr

' Erinnys' , and insert it after ' harts'.

XXX. I. there] their 1590, 1396.
xxxiv. 9, thought their] though iher J590 ;

? ' thought her ' ?

xxxvii. I. Fast] First 1390, brc. : corr.

I'.E.

xl. 5. peaceably] peaceable 1596, i6og.

xlii. 6. make] The rhyine requires 'hold*.

See on II. vii. 7 above.

xliv. 4. introld] entrold 1590 : enrold

conj. edd.

III. iv. 5. A pleasin}^ vaine of ^;lory vainc

did hnd] A pleasing,' vaine of glory he did

find /590. The reading oj 1396 gives a play

on words that is quite Spenstrian.

ix. 7. From] For J396.
xviii. 6, deuicc] arluise J 396, 1609.

XX. 5. As ghastly bug their haire on end

docs reare] As ghastly bug docs vnto them
alfeare 1390'. *vnto' corr. to 'greatly'

t.E. Spenser may have originally uritten

apjxjarc '

.

XXV. r. Vpon her eyelids many ('.races

sate]. Jn his Closse on June in .S.C, E.K.
quotes from Spenser's I'agenunts the line * An
DUndrcd Graces on h<"r eyele<lde s;ittc'.

xxviii. 7. play] The rhyme requires

sport*. Seeon n. \'\'\.
"J
above.

xxxviii. 4. haue I] I hauc 1 390—transposed

in 1 39 f^ for eut'hony.

xlv. 4. one foot] on foot 1 390, 13^6.

xlvi. 9. erne] yrrne /609. In the sixleenlh

century these Itfo forms are both used to mean

ither ' long * or ' (jrievc '.

IV. Arg. V Phrdon] I'haon 1 390.

X. 4. He IS not] lie ii no 1390, ire. : corr.

F.E.
xvii. 6. one] wretch 1390. 8. fMTti«{onl

her guilful trech 1390. 9. light vjionj

wandring ketch 1390. These comciions all

hang together, and are clearly Spenser's.

XXXV. This stanza was quoted by Abraham
Ftaunce in his Arcadian Khetorike two years

before F.Q. was published. Fraunce quotes it

as jrom the ' Fairie Queene, 2 booke, cant. 4 ',

showing that by 13SH this pari of the poem
had been arranged as we have it.

xxxvi. 2. into] vnto 1 396.
xli. 2. Pyrrochles 1390, is'c, passim : corr.

F.E.
xlv. 5. thus to fight] that did fight 2590.

\'. Arg. And Furors chayne vntyes

Who him sore wounds, whiles Atin to

Gymochlesfor aydfyes. 1 390.
V. 9. do not much me faile] doe me not

much fayl 1390.
viii. 7. hurtle] hurle 1396 : hurlen i6og.

xii. 8, 9. The weaning seems to be * S'or

judge of thy might by fortune's unjust judge-

ment, that hath {curse on her spite) thus laid me
low\ For * maugre ' see Glossary.

xix.4. shee] hee 1 390, J 396. ".'do]

garre 1390—rejected as a provincialism per-

haps : not elsewhere in F.Q., though used in

S.C.

xxvii. 3. her] his 1 396.
xxix. 5. j)ricking] prickling 1390.
xxxi. 5. C'laynd in Nemea] In Xetmus

gayned 1390 : Xetnus F.E.
xxxiv. 8 So, them deceiucs] So, he them

deceiues J39f^, 1396.

VI. i. 7. restrainc] abstainc 1390. 8. their]

I

her 1590.
' iii. 4. that nigh lur broth was gone] as

]

imrry as ro|>e lone 1390. (*• might to

her] to her might /S9"-
V. 6. cut awav] ? cut a \*ay }

xii. 9. her sweet snuls throw] throwc !>cr

swtrtc &mel.s /.59"-

XIV. 9. a loud lay] a lo\ic lay 1390.

xviii. 7. gricsly] Kricsy 1390: <:/ v »vi\

5 above.

xxvii. 9. there] their T^OO, 1596.

xxix. 2. im|K»rtunc] im|>ortaiice T396

:

im|Mntunt 1609.

xxxviii. 8. There by] Thereby /390, /506.

xliii. 7. lent \)m cjirvrtl light^ lent but this

hi« cur»ed light J 390.

xlv. 3. lUiming] Hut 1396.

Vn.iv.4. yet] it 1396, 1609. H. vn»i.

Howne] vp-»ide downe 1390. This /<»•'*' '•*'

a deliberate return to an arrhaie form.
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vii. 3. heapes] hils 1590.
xii. 9. as] in 1590.
xviii. 2. that om. 1596.

xxi. 5. infernall] internall J^go
xxiv. 7. ought] nought 1590.
xxxvii. I. as] an 1590. 5. came] cam 1590.

xl. 5. that] the 1590, &c. : con. F.E.

7. But] And 1590. golden] yron J590.

xli. 3. his] to 1596, 1609.

lii. 6. With which] Which with 1590, 1596:
Which-with 1609.

Ix. 4. intemperate] more temperate 1590.

VIII. iii. 8. Come hither, come hither]

Come hither, hither 1609.

XXV. I. his cruell] same 1390, 1596 : corr.

F.E. : Which those same foes that doen
awaite hereby 1609.

xxix. 7. vpreare] The rhyme requires
* vpheaue '. See on 11. vii. 7 above.

xl. 4. so wisely as it ought] so well, as he

it ought 1590, i.e. so loell as he -who otvned il.

Perhaps a correction oj the printer, who mis-

understood ' ought '.

xliv. 8. but bit no more] but bit not thore

1590—'thore' being probably=' ihere\ on

the analogy oJ ' tho '= ' then '.

xlviii. 8. Prince Arthur'] Sir Guyon 1590,

1596.

IX. vii. 5. Now hath] Seuen times 1590.
6. Walkt round] Hath walkle 1590. CJ.

Bk. I, IX. XV.

ix. I. weete] wote 1590, &c.
XV. 3. Capitaine] Captaine -^590, 1596.
xvi. 8. with otn. 1596.
xxi. 1. them] him 1596.
xxxvii. 8. you loue] your loue 7590,7596.
xxxviii. 2. mood] word 7590 drc. : corr.

Drayton teste Collier. (Collier professed to

have a copy of the 1611 folio that had belonged

to Drayton and had corrections in his hand.)

9. twelue moneths] three years 7590. See

on IX. vii. 5 above.

xlix. 4. reason] season Drayton teste Collier.

X. vi. 6. safeties sake] safety 7590

—

a

trisyllable.

vii. 7. liued then] laucden 7590.
XV. 9. munifience] munificence 7590, 7609.

One of the feiv places in which 1590 and 1609
combine against 7596.

xix. 5. in that impatient stonre] vpon the

present floure 7590.
xxiv. 8. Scuith guiridh ovi. 7590. 9. Ex-

tant copies of 7590 in Bodl. and B.M. have

only ' But ' ; but F.E. ' Seuith Scuith ' shows

that some copies of 1590 had ' Seuilh '
, and

Church, Upton, 'and Todd had copies with the

line in full.

xxxiv. 6. Then] Till 7596 : When 7609.

xxxvii. 3. with] vp 7596.
xxxviii. 2. of] or 7596, 7609.
xliii. I. Sisillus] SiliWus 7590, drc. The

correct spelling is given by Geoffrey of Mon-
mouth.

xlix. 8. defrayd] did defray 7596, 1609—
mistaking the rhyme-schcjne.

li. 7. Both in hisarmes, and croune] Both
in armes, and crowne 7596 : In amies, and
eke in croune 7609.

Ixv. 9. enforst] haue forst 7590.
Ixvii. 2. Ambrose] Ambrise 7596, 7609

;

* Ambrose' in Geoffrey of Monmouth.

XI. ix. 9. they that Bulwarke sorely rent]

they against that Bulwarke lent 7590.

X. 2. dessignment] assignment 7590.

xi. 4. dismayd] mismayd {i.e. mismade)
conj. fortin.

xiii. 5. assayled] assayed 7590.
xxiii. 8. supi^ort] disport 7596, 7609.

XX vii. 5. Who] But 7590.

XXX. 9. suruiue] reuiue 7590 drc: corr. F.E.

xxxii. 5. vnrest] infest 1590.

XII. Arg. I. by] through 1590 passing

through] through passing 7590.
xiii. 9. honor] temple 7590.
XX. 8. their] the 7596, 7609.

xxi. I. heedfull] earnest 7590.

xxiii. 9. Monoceros] Monoceroses Child after

fortin; but the accentuation 'immcasiired'

is paralleled by ' treasures ' in Visions of

Petra^h, ii. 6.

xxxix. 8. vpstarting] vpstaring 7590.
xliii. 5. Nought feared their force] Nought

feared they force conj. Church, i.e. ' they had

no fear of force'. With 'their', 'feared'

must be taken to mean ' frightened '.

li. I. Thereto] Therewith 7590.
lxi.8. tenderly] fearefully 7590.
Ixxxi. 4. the same] that same 7590.
Ixxxiii. 7. spoyle] spoyld 7596, 7609.

BOOK III.

Proem iv. 2. Your selfe you] Thy selfe thcu

7590.

I. xli. 8. lightly] highly 7590, 7596—
evidently a misprint.

xlvii. 7. which] ihat 1390—changed because

of ' that ' in the next line.
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Ivi. 8. Basciottiani] Bascimano 1390. ' Has-

ciotnani' was perhaps coined as a substantive

jrom '

bascio le mani\
Ix. 8. wary] weary I5g6, i6og.

II. iv. I. Guyon] should be Redcrosse.

viii. 5. Which I toproue] Which to proue, I

J590.
XXX. 5. in her warme bed her dight] her in

her warme bed dif;ht /590.
xxxvi. I. others] other ISQO.
xlix. 7. a earthen Pot] an earthen Pot

l6og. Spenser may have intended to pro-

nounce ' yearthen '.

III. iv. 8. protense] pretence 1596, i6og.

XXXV. I. thy] the 1596, i6og.

xliv. 5, yeares om. 1596, i6og : shall be

full supplide i6og. 6 to] vnto their i5go—making a hexameter.

1. 9. (asearst)om. /590, 1596: add.j6og.
liii. 3. (whom need new stren^'th shall

teach)] (need makes good schoUers) teach

1590-

IV. viii. 9. these] thy 1 590.
XV. 6. speare] spcares /590, 1596.
xxxiii. 4. raynes] traines 1596, 1609.

xxxix. 9. sith we no more shall meet] till

we againe may meet /590. Spenser has

remembered that Cymoent is a heathen goddess.

lix. 5. Daycs dearest children] The children

of day 7590.

V. V. 5. A] .\nd 1 596, l6ng—perhaps due

to ' And ' in the next line.

xi. I. ye] you /.59'5, /609.
xxi. 9. bloud] {\u(h\ /590.
xxxvii. 2. Had vnderlakcn after her,

irriu'd] Had undertaken, after her arriu'd

i()()(). I S9^y has no point. <k follow]

^ollowd 1590, perhaps rightly.

vxix. 9. his] tluir 1590.
1.4. loues swert teenc) sweet loue» tccnc

1/ :<jf). p. lining) liking J390.
Iii.^). n/lmire :] admire /590, J3g6—con-
ing it uith ' In gentle I^idicH hreM '.

iiii. 3. Keahncs] Reamer /.590. /hil fj.

nk. V, VII. xxiii. 6, 8, 9.

VI. iii. o. wan) were /.590

\ i. 5. his iM-atncs] !»is h«»t l>ramrH l6oq.

\ii. 4. iKMUtie) bt-aulieH l3</ft. I^k>').

\v. 4. Whi« h an u founiainr from her

it lipH went] From which, \c., /.v;'>.

j6 : con. tOog. Of which conj. Churth.

xxvi. 4. both farre and nere om. 1590.
xxviii. 6. thence] hence ^596. 1609.
xxxix. I. and to all] and all j6ii—to

avoid the trisyllabic foot.

xl. 6. spyde] The rhyme requires 'saw'.
See on II. vii. 7 above.

xliii. 5. heauy] heauenly isgo,
xlv. 4. And dearest loue, om. isgo, 1596 :

add. i6og. See on Bk. I, .\. xx. 5.

VII. ix. 3. two] to conj. Hughes.
xiii. 6. had gazed]. Todd and Morris

imply that some copies oj 1596 read ' hath '.

xviii. 5. be by] by isgo : be I5g6, i6og.
that] by /590.

xxii. 5. Monstrous mishapt] Monstrous,
mishapt 1590. See on Bk. I, i. ix. 6.

xxxiv. 2. enclose]. The rhyme requires
' containe '. See on U. vii. 7 above.

xliii. 7. saw, with great remorse] s;\w with
great remorse, isgo, 1596.

xlv. I. the om. I5g6, i6og. wake]
awake i6og.

xlviii. 4. And many hath to foulc confusion

brought] Till him Chylde Thopas to confusion

brought J590.
1. 2. thrust] thurst 1596, i6og.

\ III. ii. 7. broken] golden /590,
v. r. aduise] deuice /590.
vii. 4. a wonuins] to wonians /590.
xxiii. 8. the siime] this siime i590.
XXX. 3. frory] frowy /.59'>. 1 59^. But

see XXXV. 2 below, and (Jlossary under
' frowic *.

l.\. iv. 5. lur] his i6og.

xiii. 9. And so detidc them each] .\nd

dcfide them ea« li /59<> : And ihcm defied

eaxh 1609.
xiv. 7. to kcncll] in kenell / 590.
xxii. t. Mineruii\ liellon.i /590.
xxiv. 5. mt>st om. t s*)^-

xxvii. 5. that) with t ^go.

xlviii. 6. to sou] to the sea 1596.

X. viii. 9. To take to his new louc] To take

with his new lotic / 590.

xiii. 8. would licare] ilid t>curc /590.
xviii. 4. Then) S«> / 590.

xxxi. ,v ^^>il> tl'V rudenesac lM*are] that

with riKJrnrssr l)carc /.590. 7. vcrtues]

veriuoui / V^"'
xl. ^. wuslrf>illl f.iilfifull M<;<».

xlvi. 6. th' |-:iu»hr%l the I aithcs /609

—

not observing itu disryllabU.

Y3
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XI. ii. 3. golden] golding 1590, 1596.
iv, 4. that I did euer] all, that I euer 1590.

9. him did] did him 1590.
ix. 6. Or hast thou, Lord,] Or hast, thou

Lord, 1590, 1596.
xii. I. singultes] singulfes 1590, 1596.

There is the same misspelling in F.Q. Bk. V,

VI. xiii, C.C. 168, and Tears oj the Muses, 232.

xix. 9. death] Hfe conj. Jorlin, which gives

the sense required.

xxii. 8. Foolhardy as th' Earthes children,

the which made] Foolhardy as the Earthes

children, which made 1590.
xxvi. 8. and with imperious sway] and

imperious sway 1596 : and his imperious

sway 1609.
xxvii. 7. entred] decked 1590.
xxviii. 8. Like a] Like to a 1590.
xxxix. 6. each] his 1590. 8. Stag conj.

Jortin : Hag 1590, &c. Joriins conjecture

is demonstrated by comparison ivith Natalis

Comes, Mythologia, iv. 10, on which Spenser

drewjor this Canto.

xlvii. 9. heauen bright] heuens hight conj.

Church.

XII. V. 7. concent] consent 1596.
ix. 3. other] others 1590, 1596.
xii. 6. wingyheeld] winged heeld 1590.
xvii. 6. a firebrand she did tosse] a fier-

brand she tost conj. Church.

xviii. 8. an hony-lady Bee] an hony-laden

conj. Upton.

xxi. 7. fading] failing conj. Church.

xxiii. 5. hand om. 1590, 1596 : corr. F.E.

xxvi. 7. with that Damozell] by the Damo-
zell 1590—which makes the Damozell Brito-

inart.

xxvii. 3. and bore all away] nothing did

remayne 1590.
xxxiii. 3. her selfe] the next 1590.
xxxiv. 4. her] him 1590, 1596. CJ. next

note.

xlii. 2. She] lie 1590. 4. She] He
1590 : corr. F.E. 5. her] him 1590 :

corr. F.E. Spenser seems momentarily to

have jorgotlen BritomarC s sex.

BOOK IV.

Title 5. Telamond] Triamondin II. xxxi. 8,

&c.

Proem v, 5. thereof] whereof 1609.

I. xi. 6. then] and 1609.
xvi. 7. none] one 1609.

II. iii. 5. As] And 1609.
xxi. 7. knowen] known 1609.
xxii. 7. aduizing] avising 1609. See Glos-

sary under ' aduize '.

III. ix. 6. n'ote] not 1596. 9. of] at

1609.
xviii. 2. so deadly it was ment] so deadly

was it ment 1609.
xix. 5, 6. The warie fowle that spies him

toward bend
His dreadfull souse, auoydes it shunning

light.]

The warie fowle that spies him toward bend,
His dreadfull souse auoydes, it shunning

light 1609.
xliii. 5. quiet age] quiet-age, suggested to

Jortin by ajriend, is adopted by Morris. Not
elsewiiere in F.Q.

1. 3. To] Too 1596.
Iii. I. feast] feasts 1609.

IV. i. 4. minds] Hues i6{ii)-i2-i3. (No
genuine 1611 copy oj Books IV-Vl is known
to the editors. Morris reports Hues 1609 :

not so in our copies.)

ii. 3. els] als 1609. ' Els ' separates, ' als

'

^oins the two comparisons. 4. Scudamour]
Blandamour id"] 9 rightly.

viii. 2. Ferrau] Ferrat 1596 : Ferraugh in

II. iv below.

X. 5. worse] worst 1596.
xvii. 4. maiden-headed] satyr-headed conj.

Church, comparing Bk. Ill, VII. xxx. 6.

Perhaps ' maiden-headed '=' belonging to

one of the Knights of Maidenhead '.

xix. 7. an heap] a heap 1609.
xxiv. I. beamlike] brauclike 1596. But

Upton reports ' beamlike ' jrom one of his

copies of 1596.
xlv. I. t' auenge] t' euenge 1596.

V. iv. 4. Lemno] Lemnos l6{il)-l2-i3.

viii. I. that] the 1609.
ix. 8. Then] The 1609.
xvi. I. that] the 1609.
XXV. 5. one] once 1596.
xxxi. 3. his] her 1596.

VI. xxiv. 8. his om. 1609, to avoid the

trisyllabic joot.

xxviii. 6. He] Iler 1596 : Ilim conj.

Upton.
xliv. 4. in the morrow] on the morrow

1609.
xlvi. 5. who she had left behind] whom

i6{ij)-i2-i3, but not in our copies of i6og.

i
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VII. i. I, dart] darts 2609.
iv, 6. snatched vp from ground] snatcht

vp from the ground i6og.
X. 9. ouersight] ore-sight i6og.
xii. I. caytiue] captiue Collier, &c. But

cj. Bk. I, VII. xix. 3.

xxii. I. Nor] For Collier.

XXV. I. Which] With isg6.
xxxii. 7. oft] eft conj. Hugkes, Jar the

rhyme.
xxxiii. I. Thence forth she past] Thence-

forth she past J596.
xxxiv. 1. the sad /Emylia] the said Mmylia

J596.
xli. 6. euer] neuer i6og.

VIII. x. 4. ribbands] ribband 160Q.
xii. 3. him] her couj. Church.

Ixiv. I. this] his {i6ii)-i2-i3, but not our

copies of i6og.

IX. Arg. 2. Pteana] /Emylia conj. Church

rightly.

i. 8. vertuous] vertues 1596.
iii. 3. these] this i6og.

xi. 9. him] them conj. Hughes.

xvii. 5. quest] guest 1596, i6og.

xxvi. I. There] Their 7596 : Then conj.

Church.

XXX. 8. repayed] repayred 7596.
xxxvii. 2. Knight] Knights conj. Upton.

xxxix. 8. a wretch and] a wretch I and

J596.

X. viii. 8. his\ Upton reports 'this' from
one oj his quartos.

ix. I. earnc] ycarne i6og passim.

xvii. 5. adward] award J009.

xix. I. meanest
J
nearest 7596.

xxiii. 2, 8. ghesse and iK-e are transposed

in all but two of our copies.

xxvii. I. Ilvlas] Ilyllus 759<> .' Ilylus

l6og. But cJ. Hk. III. xii. vii. g.

XXXV. 6. and hell them <|uightl. The

meaning is either ' And hell reunite then) ' or

'And cover ihcm (i.e. the lands) <|uitc'.

But ' hell ' -cover if not elsewhere in /•'.().,

though ' vnhcic ' -uncover occurs in Hk. Il,

XII. Ixiv. H. Hence ' incll ' -confuw haf hren

sHu^-^i-^trd. Hut ei'en so there i$ a difficult

ptirruthesis.

xlii. 6. cldeMl ridrr /609.

li. ^). girlondM gurdiann eon}. Church :

guerdons conj. Collier.

Iv. 8. warie] wrarir conj. Upton.

Ivi. t- To laugh ut n»r) To lu\igh on n»c

7609.

XI. iv. 6. seucn] three occurs in luo copies

of 7596, and in all of i6og.
xvii. 6. times]. The rhyme requires ' age *.

But see on Bk. II, ii. vii. 7 aboie.

XXX. 5. none] one 7609.
xxxiv. 5. Grant] Guant 7596, 7609 ; corr.

Child after Upton. The * Grant ' is th4

Granta, i.e. the Cam.
xliv. 4. deuided] diuided 7609 passim.
xlv. I. louely] louing 7609.
xlviii. 8. Eudorc] Endore 7596, l6og :

corr. Child.

Hi. 7. but] both conj. edd., needlessly

:

'floods and fountaines. though derived from
Ocean, are akin to sky and sun.

XII. iv. 9. disauentrous] disaduentrous

7609.
X. 4. shall] should 7609.
xiii.i, 2. Thus whilst his stony heart with

tender ruth

Was toucht, and mighty courage moUifide]

Thus whilst his stony heart was toucht with
tender ruth, «

And mighty courage something mollifidc

7609.
.'Spenser probably altered the text, meaning to

omit * tender '.

XXX. 4. t'adward] t'award 7609.

BOOK V.

Proem il. 2. at earsi] as earst i6{ii)-i2-
13. But cf. Bk.VI. III. viii. 7.

vii. 8. thirl ie] thirteen conj. Child, uhich is

said to he astronomically correct.

xi. 2. strad] place 7596. The rhyme
tr./aires ' sitad '

—

see on Hk. II. II. vii. 7
>ih>i:Y. This is the only correction of this

nature in j6og, and has been accepted as

Spenserian. 9. /trlegain Arthegall ttog
passim ; and so generally in lik. III.

II. Arg. jt,. Munera] Momera 1596, /609 ;

corr. Hughes.

ii. 7. Afc] And 7596.
iv. I. her] she 7596.
xi. 4. \Vh<»l Tho conj. Church : When

Morris. A'u corrci lion n needed.

xxxii. ^. earth] rair / ^v''

xxxviii. I. thr»r) (h<

xlvi. 9. w.iN 1 l.iv /<• :./ the identical

rhyme.

III. xi. 7,9. the other] th* olhrr 1396,

xl. 6. i»cj were 159^.
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IV. i. 3. Had need haue] Had neede of

i6{ii)-i2-i3.
xxii. 2. pinnoed] pinnioned i6{ii)-i2-ij.

xxvi. 1. Terpine] Turpine 1396.
xxxvi. I. watchmen] watchman i6og.

8. their Queene her selfe, halfe Hke a man]
their Queene her selfe halfe, like a man 1596:
their Queene her self, arm'd like a man
i6og—perhaps rightly.

xxxvii. I. neare] newe conj. Church. 3. so

few] to feare conj. Collier. One or other cor-

rection seems needed jor the rhyme : Church's

is the better.

xxxix. 3. doale] doile 1596. diuide]

dauide 1596. Probably 'a' and 'i' inter-

changed. For 'doale ' = portion see Glossary.

xlviii. 3. Clarin\ Clarind" 1609 passim.

yesterday] yeester day 1596; but Spenser

has * yester ' elsewhere.

V. XX. 8. a napron] an apron 1609.
xxxviii. 8. And, though (vnlike) they

should for euer last] And, though vnlike, they

should for euer last 1596. The meaning oj

1609 is ' Though—which is unlikely—they

should last, &c.'

xli. 2. he] she 1609.

VI. iv. 7. from] for 7609.
V. 6, 7. For houres but dayes ; for weekes,

that passed were,

She told but moneths, to make them seeme
more few 1596, 1609.

Church would transpose ' houres ' and ' dayes',

'weekes' and 'moneths'. Spenser perhaps

means that she said ' three months ' Jor
' twelve weeks ' and then ignored the noun.

xvi. 7. That this is things compacte] thing

conj. Church.

xvii. 5. Heard] Here 1596.
xxiv. I. their] her 1609.
XXV. 9. Your nights want] your Knight's

want conj. Church.

xxvi. 5. Ne lesse]. Sense requires * Ne
more', but no authority Jor this. Spenser

probably meant at first to turn the sentence

differently.

xxxiii. 7. auenge] rcuenge i6(ii)-i2-ij—
Morris and Grosart report ' rcuenge ' 1609 ;

not so our copies.

xxxiv. 7. their] that 1609.

VII. vi. q. her wreathed taile] his wreathed
taile conj. Church—cj. stanza xv below.

xxxviii. 5. bad] sad 1609.

VIII. xl. 6. knowen] knowne 1596.

IX. xxvi. 4. FONT] FONS 1596, 1609.
xliv. I. appose] oppose 1609.

X. iii. 6. Armericke] Americke conj. Todd,
very plausibly ; otherwise 'Armericke' can only
mean ' Armoric '.

vi. 4. and of her Peares] and her Peares

1609, to avoid the trisyllabic Joot.

viii. 4. Idols] Idol conj. Church.
xxiv. 5. farewell open field] well fare conj.

edd. needlessly : 'farewell' here = welcome.
xxvi. 3. so now ruinate] now so ruinate

conj. Church.

xxxvii. 6. hard preased] had preased 1609.

XI. xxiv. 7. And Eagles wings] An Eagles
wings 1609.

xl. 6. She death shall by] She death shall

sure aby i6{ij)-i2-ij, to complete the penta-

meter.

xli. 6. know] knew 1596, 1609 : corr.

Hughes.
li. I. this] his 1609.
liv. 9. corruptfuU] corrupted i6(ii)-i2-

13 ; Morris and Grosart report ' corrupted

'

1609 ; not so our copies.

Ix. 2. had] haue 1609.
Ixi. 7. meed]. The rhyme requires ' hyre '.

But see on Bk. II, li. vii. 7. 8. froward]

forward 1596. See Glossary.

XII. i. 9. enduren] endure 1596.
xiv. 8. steale] Steele 1609. Bui see Glos-

sary.

xvii. 5. such] sure 1609.

BOOK VI.

I. viii. 7. wretched] wicked i6(ii)-i2-J3.

xxviii. 6. Ere he] Ere thou 1596.
xl. 9. yearne] earne 1609.

II. iii. 2. deed and word] act and deed

^59^- 3» 4- eyes . . . eares] earcs . . . eyes

corr. edd. ; but there is no evidence that the

error is not Spenser's oivn.

xxxix. 2. implements] ornaments 1609—
probably an editorial improvement.

III. X. 2. Would to no bed] Would not to

bed 1609.
xxi. 8. default] assault conj. Collier with

j
much plausibility. I

xxiii. 2. Serena\ Crispina 1596 Bodl.—
corr. at press.

xxiv. 5. in vaine om. i6{ii)-i2-i3, to

reduce the line to a pentameter.
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xxviii. 6. soft footing) softing foot 1596,
1609 : corr. 1679.
XXXV. 3. which] That 1596 Bodl.— corr. at

press.

xxxvii. 9. did for her] for her did 1596
Bodl.—corr. at press.

xliii. 4. approue] reproue 7596. 7. rc-

proue] approue 1596.

IV. iv. 7. stroke] strokes i6og.
V. 7. He stayed not t' aduize] lie stayd

not to aduize i6og.

xiii. 8. Where] There 1596.
xvi. 8. hurts] hurt i6{ii)-i2-ij, for lU

sake of the grammar.
XXX. 5. these] those i6og.
xxxiii. 2. sides] side 1609.

V. Arg. 1. Matilda] Serena corr. Hughes,

rightly.

xxviii. 2. Hue] Hues i6og.

xxxix. 3. glee] grec /609. For ' gree ' cj.

I3k. V, VI. xxi. 7; Jor *glee', Hk. I, IX.

xxxii. 7.

xH. 2. there] their 1596.

^ VI. Arg. 3. 'He' refers to Prince Arthur, but

no correction is possible.

xvii. 7. Calidore] Calepir.e corr. Hughes,

rightly.

XXXV. 6. fight] right 1596.
xxxvi. 1. thy] this i6og.

VII. i. I. the] a i6og.

XXXV. 8. therel their i6og.

xVix. 9. Words] Swords conj. Church,

plausibly.

VIII. xvii. 6. From] For 7.596.

xlv. 9. a loud] aloud i6i}g.

xlvii. 3. toylcs] toylc /609, ft. lost] tost

Drayton teste Collier.

1.4. what they ought] what &hcc ought

j6og, taking * ought ' - owned.
•

IX. iv. «). tinu ] title conj. Church.

vi. 5. hini] thciu i^g6.

xxvi. I. care] rare i6i>g.

xxviii. 6. the hrauciis] ih' hcaurn^ /.596.

7609.
xxxvi. ft. Oenone] Henotte / 596, i6og :

corr. Hughes.

xlv. 9. l)otight] Mdi^jht fofij. Churfh.

xlvi. ^. whi< h tlu rr ili«l <l\vrll] whith there

di<l well 7596, 7609 ; corr. t6{lt)-tJ-l3.

X. ii. g. in thr |H)rt]on thr |M»rt /^g'^- The

reading oj ifxjg malls ' in |K»ftu iiaui4:are *,

but that means * to be out of danger '. Possibly

15g6 preserves some lost nautical phrase.

xxiv. 7. froward] forward 7596, 7609 ;

corr. l6{ll)-I2-lj. Cf. Glossary on SC.
jor April :

'
. . . they (the Graces) be painted

naked, . . . the one hauing her backe toward
us, and her face fromwarde.'

xxxiv. 9. to hel{>e her all too late] to helpe

ere all too late Drayton teste Collier.

xxxvi. 6. .\nd hewhig ofi her head, (he)
it presented] (he) om. 7596, 7609.

xliv. 3-7. ] 1609 marks a parenthesis and
reads ' And ' Jor ' But ' in I. 8.

XI. xi. 6. that] the 7609.
xix. 4. jjretended] protended conj. Collier.

xxiv. 1. reliu'd] reuiv'd 7609

XII. xii. 8. loos] praise 7609

—

possibly

Spenser's own correction, because oj the preced-

ing * losse ' ; or the editor oj i6og did not

recognize ' loos'.

xl. 7. learned] gentle idog—jrom the, next

line.

xli. 3. clearest] cleanest conj. Hughes, per-

haps rightly.

BOOK VII.

VI. X. I. That]Tho Hughes.

xxii. o. hot] her Hughes.

xxxviii. 2. wcallhs] wealth Hughes, 6rc.,

perhaps rightly.

xliv. 4. Fanchin] called Funchin in C.C.

jol. The Funsihm ts a tnhutary cj the

HUukwatfr . Here Spenser perhaps tnlnsdrd

an etymological connexion with Faunus.

VII. ii. 3. feeble] Miblc if)oq : corr.

Hughes.

ix. 7. Plaint oj hmdes] Plaint oj kimdt

Upton ajter Chaucer, ParlemrnI oj Faults .?/6.

X. 4. motes] more Huf^hrs, (re. : « hrrs

explain ' inoreii * as - tix>t» ; see Glossary.

xvi. 3. ihylmy 76(//) 7J-/J.
Iv. {. MiincJ (ttinc i6{n)-iJ'tJ.

VIII. iig. S;.l •!.;«./

Church, disltncir. th*-
ho%tH and ' .*^ul)lMith ' - rrtt. but this seems

to %poil the point of the slanui.

MCTTKR TO RAl.F.U'.ll

I. 16. by'a<adent%\ by accidents t$g^
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THE SHEPHEARDES CALENDER.

Five Quarto editions of the Shep. Cal.

appeared in the poet's hfetime—in 1579,

1581, 1586, 1591, and 1597. They are

referred to below as Qq i-^ respectively.

An exhaustive collation of these editions

proves conclusively that though some of the

corrections may have been made at Spenser's

instigation, he cannot be regarded as in any
way responsible for the general form of the

text after Q i. Each Q was printed from its

predecessor, and the lirst Folio, 161 1 (F),

from Q 5. Each edition corrects a few errors,

reproduces many, and initiates others. The
present text, therefore, is printed from Q i,

and the following notes record departures

from Q J, adding a few characteristic read-

ings from other copies to illustrate their

•relation with one another.

Epistle.

p. 417, I. 41. oftentimes Qq 2-5: ofen-

times Q.

p. 417, A56. cleane Qq j-5, F: cleare

Q I : clean Q 2.

p. 417, B14. not . . . seene Qq 3-3, F
no . . . seme Qq i, 2.

p. 417, B38. though it cannot Qq 3-5, F
though cannot Qq i, 2.

p. 418, A32. habilities : Qq j-5, F
habilities ? Qq i, 2.

Generall Argvment.

p. 419, A 1 2. more Shepherds, then Goat-
heards Q 5, F: most shepheards, and Gote-

heards Qq 1-4.

p. 419, A 16. inuention Qq 2-5, F: inueri-

cion Q I.

p. 420, A20. Abib F : Abil Qq 1-5.

p. 420, B32. Shepheard Q 2: Sepheard

Q I : shepheards Qq 3-5, F.

Janvary.

49. hower, Qq 2-5, F: hower. Qi.

Febrvarv.

137. Wherefore I rede thee hence to

remove F.

142. ouercrawed Qq 3-5, F: ouerawed

Qq I, 2 ; overcrawed is the northern form of
overcrowed. Cf. Hamlet, V. ii. 368.

151. ponder Qq 1-3: pond Qq 4, 5, F.

This error of Qq 4, 5, and F led to the inclusion

of ' pond ' in Johnson's Dictionary as a

genuine Spenserian jorm.

176. woundes ^^ 2-4 : wounds ^5 J, 5, F.

218. earth Qq 1-3 : ground F.

229-30. late : For . . . disconsolate,

Qq 1-3 : late : Yor {sic) . . . disconsolate,

Q 4 : late, Yore . . . disconsolate. Q 5, F.

March.

4. nigheth F : nighest Qq 1-5. Morris

suggests ' nighes'.

57. greene. Qq 3-5, F: greene, Qq i, 2.

85. seeing, I ^ 5, F : seeing I, Qq 1-4.

Gloss to 23. by loue sleeping Qq i, 2 : by
our sleeping Qq 3, 4-. by sleeping Q 5, F.

Gloss to 23. pleasures, Q 5, F : pleasures

Qq 1-4.

Gloss to 79. wandring Qq 1-3 : wingdring

Q 4 : winged Q 5, F. A good example of the

gradual corruption of the text, and its emenda-

tion by the printer without reference to earlier

Qq.

Aprill.

39. Forsake Qq 2-5, F : For sake Q i.

64. angelick Q i : angelike Q 2 : angellike

Qq 3-5 : angel-like F.

113. not not Qq I, 2.

135. finesse, Qq 1-4: finenesse, Q 5, F.

Gloss to 50. simpiye Qq 1-4 : plainly

Q2,F.
Gloss to 63. Embellish) beautifye Qq i, 2 :

Emblemish) beautifie Q 3 : Emblemish)
beautified Q 4 : Emblemisht) beautified

Q 5 : embellisht, beautified F.

Gloss to 120. Behight F : Bedight Qq 1-3.

Mave.

Arg. I. fift Q 5,F: firste Qq 1-4.

7, 8. woods . . . buds Q 5, F : Wods . . .

Buds Qq 1-3 : Woods . . . Boods Q 4.

8. bloosming Qq 1-3 : blossoming Qq 4, 5,

F.

36. swinke ^ Q 5, F : swinck. Qq 1-4.

54. great Q 5, F: gread Qq 1-4.

82. worldly Qq 2-5, F : wordly Q i.

113. shepheards Qq 2-5, F : shephears

Qi.
177. reason, Q 5, F : reason. Qq 1-4.

187. blossomes Qq, F ; it is probable, hoiv-

ever, that Spenser ivrote 'bloosmes', for
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' bloosmes ' is the Jonn given in the Gloss

upon this passage. Cj. also Jan. 34, Dec. 103.

192. joUitee.] Qq 1-5, F omit j•.ill stop.

214. stroke.] Qq 1-5, F omit Jnil stop.

261. were. Q 5, F : were, Qq 1-4.

Gloss to 75. Algrind Q 3, F : Algrim Qq
1-4.

Gloss to 189. Trd^o?.] irai>6s Q I : Puthos

Qq^,3y5^P' Patdos(;^.

IVNE.

16. shroud F : shouder Qq 1-5.

21. shipheardes Q j.

23. Rauens F : Rauene Qq i, 2 : Rauen
Qq3-5-

38. steps : F : steps Qq 1-3.

89. Now dead he is, &cc. This stanza is

omittedfrom Q 5 and F.
Gloss to 57. is is Q i.

Gloss to 103. undermine Q 5, F '. under-

mynde Qq i, 2 : underniinde Qq j, 4.

IVLVE.

14. tickle ^ 5, F: UxcVX^Qq 1-4.

99. the starres Qq I-5 : a starre /•'.

177. f^litterand ^ / : ^hller and (^</ J-jl, R
gold, Qq 4, 5, F: ^o\ii.Qq i-j.

208. meliinf,'. Qq 2-3, F : mcllinjj, Q i.

215. ^,'rce, Qq 3-5, F : ^^rcc. Qq i, 2.

219. \\\,Qq2-5,F: ill. C? /.

2^x. Thomalins {conj., v. 310): Palinodes

Qq 1-5, /'•

Gloss to 8. Seneneca (sic) Q i. lapsu

Qq 3-'),^' lipsus Qq 1,2.

Gloss to 22- ^^^" Qq 3~5> P • ^"^ Qq '» ^'

AVCVST.

16 fl. PKRI(;OU Uic)Qi.
84. thy /•': my ^^7 1-3.

104. curek'ssc<:o«y. CW/irr : cnrclcsse ()(7, F.

105. l)ouj;ht, Qq 2-5, /•'
: bou|;hC Q i.

134. hm Q I.

14H. dcfdc. Qq J-5,
/•'

: «lcctlc, Qq I, 3.

154. u i)art {A/ j-5 : apirl (.^^ ^. ^. /'"•

SEI'TRMIIKK.

59. bond Qq J-5,
/•'

: handc Qq i, a.

ly). endured Qq J 5, F : endured Qq I, a.

145. ycad /'
: ycild Qq j-$.

15J, (liriHirndomc Q I

.

i(>]. priuic Qq 4, 5, /•'
: nriuc Qq /-j.

105. thcyr Qq a, 3: Inoyr Q t : their

Qq -/. 5.
/•'.

1O9. They ^5, F: l\\c Qq 1 7.

196. away, Qq J-J, /''
: awaye. Qq I, 2.

201. thanck. Q 5,
/•'

: thanck Qq 1-4.

207 a. Hobbiuoll Q'j 2-5 : Di^gon Q i.

255. can. Qq3-5fi'' can: ^/, 2.

Gioss to 20. Thrice F : Thebc Qq 1-5.

Gloss to 96. practtii>es Q i

.

Gloss to 151. Date omitted Qq, F.
Gloss to 162. Privy F : Preuely ()</.

Gloss to Emblem, p. 456, B4. looking' Q i.

Gloss to Emblem, [>. 456, B5. poure, Q(l
2-5, F : poore. Q 1

.

October.

Arc. I. u'hishe Q i.

2 chace, () 5,
/•'

: chace : Qq 1-4.

6. dead. Q 5, F : dead .^ Qq 1-4.

76. rybaudrye : Qq 4, 5,
/•"

: rvbaudrve.

Qq 1-3.

79. thyQq3-5,F: ihc Qq 1,2.

96 a. CVDDIE. Qq 3-5, F : om. ^'^ . . -

.

Gloss to 27. mattes Q i.

Gloss to 27. Arabian Qq 3-3, F : .\radian

Qql,2.
(Jloss to 78. Sarcasmus Qq 3-5, F : Sacras*

mus Qq I. 2.

NOVEMDER.

4. misgoucrnauncc /•': misf;ouernaunce,

Qql-3.
14. laskc, F: taskc : Qq l-$.

85. dolh (Msplayc. So Qq, F. llu^het

corrects to hath display 'd,/u/^ the sake of rime,

and that was doubtless Spenser's intention.

115. colourti. SoQi. Spenser intended tht

reader to dwell upon the '1', so as almost 10

give the word Oie metrical tntlut oj a Iri-

syllable.

138-9. mournc, . . . lournc, Qq 2-$, Fx
morunc, . . . torune. Q i.

133. nirscfull Q i.

isg. h«iuld, ('./ 4. 5. /•'
: hould. Q^ /-j.

Gloat to 30. Ca»laha» Qq J-5. F : CatlHa*

Qql,J.
(;i(»M to 83. diininutiue Q^ J-5, r :

dimutntinc Qq t, a.

GloM 10 107. Tinct Qq 3-5, F: Tuict

Qq r. a.

Ci\mt to 145. (he M|;ne o( Qq j>5, Ft tht

of Qq r, a.

{7\ivk\ to tc8. A(ro(MM. dnu^'hlrm Qq J-5,
/•': A t.J.

(;i.
,
h5,F: Alrhopg

Qq!,J.
(;i(m !o 186. cx|>rctw (V 1-5. r : cprc»«

Qq /. J.
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December.

;^^. stroke Q 5 : stroke, Qq 1-4, F.

38. Muse, F 2 : Muse Qq 1-5, F.

43. derring doe (v. Gloss, p. 120, 1. i)]

derring to Qq, F.

64. playe,] playe. ^^ I, 2 : play. ^^ j-5, F.

69. see Qq 2-5, F : se Q i.

89. t' enrage Q 5, F : to tenrage Qq i, 2:

tenrage Qq 3, 4.

106. before, Qq 4, 5, F : before. Qq 1-3.

113. Rolalind Q i.

114. dight ? Qq 3-5, F : dight, Qq i, 2.

Colins Embleme.] All Qq and FJ Jail to

give the Embleme to December. It is first

found in Hughes {17 15)—Vivitur ingenio :

caetera mortis erunt, // is possible that

Hughes jound it in some copy of a Q or F,

but more likely that he supplied it himself.

Gloss to 17. Cabinet ^^ j-5, F : Eabinet

Qq I, 2.

Gloss to Emblem, quod Qq 3-5, F : quae

Qq I, 2.

Gloss to Emblem, ferrum Qq j-5, F i

ferum Qq J, 2

COMPLAINTS. 1591.

The text is based on the Q of 1591, the only

edition of Complaints published in the lifetime

of Spenser. Different extant copies of this Q
supply for a few passages different readings.

Our text is printed from the Bodleian copy,
and variants are quoted from the Huth Q.
At the British Museum, among the Harleian

MSS, is a transcript of Complaints dating

from 1596, which supplies a few variants.

These are quoted as Harl. MS. F also in

places enables us to correct the text, and in

places gives new readings. The more im-

portant of these are recorded below, but
where F merely corrects the punctuation of

Q the change has not been recorded unless it

seems peculiarly significant and interesting.

THE RVINES OF TLME.

316, 323. I sing : F : I sing, Q.

333. and with Linus, Huth Q : and with
Linus Q : with Linus, F.

363. couetize F : couertize Q.

413. give. ^, F.

414. Mausolus F : Mansolus Q.

447-8. For such as now have most the

world at will, Scorn . . . their F.
451. such as first were F.

453. him Q : them F.

454. ! let not those, F.

455. Aliue nor dead, F.

551. which F: with ^.

571. Was but of earth, and with her
weightinesse F.

574. worlds F : words ^.

THE TEARES OF THE MVSES.

113. anew Q, F : in rew conj. Collier,

v.ll. 177, 233, 6-<:.

232. singults F : singulfs Q ; v. F.Q. in.

xi. 12. I note.

288. Ignorance cf. I. 259 : ignorance Q, F.

310. wit. Q, F.

399. defaced F : defacd Q.

486. souenaunce Harl. MS. : souerance

Q,F.
566. be F : beee Q.
600. louing Q : living F.

VIRGILS GNAT.

122. heart! hear ^ : hart F.

149. Ascrcean corr. Jortin: AstrcranQ,F.
233. Shepheards F : Speheards Q.
308. creast-front tyre F : creast front-

tyre (2.

340. Seest thou not, F. A
387. throat F: threat^. 1

406. fluttering F: flattering^.

536. subtile F : slye Q.

575. billowes Harl. MS. : billowe Q, F.

MOTHER HVBBERDS TALE.

[In all F copies that 1 have examined M.H.T,
is dated either 161 1 or 161 2.] j

53. Gossip F : Goship Q.
'

67. high F : up on high Q.

87. worlds Q, giving a syllabic value to the

' r ' : worldes F.

185. Wildly to wander thus F.

308. winges Hughes : wings Q, Ff.

453. Diriges F : Dirges Q.

626. bands Q, F.

648. at all, F, Harl. MS. : all Q.

830. kindly wise desire Q, F : kindle wise

desire Drayton teste Collier.

913. will a daw trie Q: a daw will try F,
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I.e. will prove himself a fool. Grosarl quoted

a manuscript in his possession reading one
(Jay will cry, but the emendation is unnecessary.

1108. Conge F : Couge ^.
1224. boxe Q, F, Harl. MS. Grosart

quoted a manuscript reading foxe, hut the

change is unnecessary. ' boxe' =' exchequer,

treasury ', a ' porter's box ' for gratuities.

1231. The conj. f. C. Sviith : And Q, F
1289. on] on, Q, F.

RVINES OF ROME.
21. Mausolus F : Mansolus Q. glorie.

32. Palaces, is that] Palaces is that, Q :

Palaces, is that, F.

48. The old Giants Iluth Q : Th'old
r)iants Q : The Giants old F.

56. Viminall Huth Q, F : Vimnial Q.

145-6. heate ; . . . tild Q, F.

210. Now to become F : To become Q.

243. ornaments] ornament Q, F.

414. stackes F : stalkes ^.

435. verses F : verses Q.

MVIOPOTMOS.
(Dated 15*/) in Complaints, and j)rinted

separately from the rest of the volume.)

149. champion he Q: champainc o'rc he

F.

196. Iluth Q omits Dull.

250. dispacinj,' Q : displacing Huth Q, F.

354. Enfestred Q : Enfested Huth Q, F.

370. framde craftilie Huth Q, F : did slily

frame Q.

391. ihoss Q.

VISIONS OF THE WORLDS VANITIE

110. nauue HuthQ, F : natures^.

THE VISIONS OF BELLAV.

For the 1569 version of The Visions of

Bellay and The Visions of Petrarch, v.

Appendix.
12. inconstancies.] inconstancies. Q, F.

22. On Morns conj. : One Q, F. Afrike

golds Q, F : Afrtkes gold Moms conj.

38. great Lyons Q : Lyons great /•'.

43. pillers 7569 : jnllowes (), /''.

1 13. astonicd F : astoincd ^.

THE VISIONS OF PETRARCH.

27. monent Q.

29. Then 2569 : The (\ F.

Q omits 7 above this sonnet.

85. behold Morns : beheld (J. Ff.

D.VPHN.MD.A. 1591

^7-1591. ^2-1596. The text printed

from Q I ; obvious errors of punctuation

silently corrected from Q 2 and F ; all other

changes recorded below.

The dedicatory letter is missing in D.M. copy

ofQ I.

13. honourable i : honourable Q.

38H. Ih' hcaucns F : ih'enufns Qq.

391. till Hughes IJJfi : tell tjq, F.

422-3. one, . . . oilier, Q J : one .

I.

477. stnrrcs {) i : Murrc Q 2, F.

487. dcciHT Q I : dccre Q 2, F.

549. a Micialull F : ubdciiUuU (,Y

Giber

COLl.N LlA)\'rS COML HO.MK AGAINK. 1595,

Publislic«l with Aslrophel, &c., in 1 595.

Our text follows (), but in in placM cincndc*!

front F. These cmcn(bti(»n», except in nlighl

matters of pun< tuation, arc rcc«irdct| below.

Of the not! iM |K.cmH mhm'

^»o) had all -eared in u

cntitlnl The i'iiortitx S'nl (1503)- H'*^ I'-^'l

fouiul therein givrt winic flight variant»,

which arc (|uolc<] below a% /59J.

(OI.IN IL()\X

I. knowcnF: knuwnc(>.
16K. ningulli F : wn^uU* 0'

'
. Ilarpithn, . . wgr^l] Hitff*olus

(.' : liatp>tlu\, aged, F.

3.1 J. Corydon F : » l orytlon Q.

4.H7. Vranin F : IViViHu (>.

boo. rlu»trr> F : cliutcrt Q.
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601. braunches] Collier : bunches Q, U
670. Durst F : Darest Q.

699. needs Todd : needs, Q, F
757. fare/^: far ^.

861. life giuing F 2 : like giuing (), F.

884. the F : their ^.

ASTROPHEL.
50. often F : oft ^.

89. needeth F : need ^.
116. brood] brood : Q_,F.

158. day] day: Q_, F.
200. deare,] deare : Q.
The Lay of Clorinda] 17. vvetched Q.

;i^. did see F: see ().

THE MOVRNING MVSE OF
THESTYLIS.

The Mourning Muse] Each line oj Q is

printed in F as two short lines, the second

without capital letter.

I. vour F : you Q.
1
6." Thou F: Tho Q.

20 thy Hughes 17^5 • their Q, Ff.

80. heau'ns F : heau's^.

129. testified F : testfied ().

153. heau'nsF: heau's (7.

AN ELEGIE, OR FRIENDS PASSION
FOR HIS ASTROPHILL.

2. glasse P.N. (1593) F 2 : grasse Q, F.

24. Ampitheater Q, F.

29. in P.N. : is Q, F.

36. Meander, F : Meander Q, P.N.
45. what.] that, Q, P.N. : that. F.

72. night F : might Q, P.N.
97. the mount P.N , F : to the moun'

}.

109. neuer P.A^., F : euer ^.

134. Aslrophill P.N., F : Astrophrill Q.
181. ThisF.A^., F: His ^.

195. thee truthe (), P.A' . : the truth F.

AN EPITAPH, &c.

36. oiQ,P.N.: off F.

Another of the same] P.N. adds excellentl;

written by a most worthy Gentleman. 1

divides into t2vo each line of Q.
2. age : F : age, Q, P.N.
25. parallels F : parables Q, P.N.
39. seeke P.A'^., F : seekes Q.

AMORETTI AND EPITHALAMIOiN. 1595.

First published in 1595, i^ ^ small 18^

volume, the text of which is reproduced in

this volume. The punctuation, which is very
faulty, has been corrected chiefly from F.
Other emendations are recorded below.

AMORETTI.

II. neighbors F : neighoures J^''.

2. roundelaies F : roudelaies 18°.

VII. 2. you,] yoxx i8\F.
VIII. 5. the F : printed y i8\
X. II. pride,] pride F, 18°.

XI. 8. vnpitteid 15".

XHI. 6. borne, F : borne : 18°.

XVII. 7. workmanshi[) F: wormanship
18°

XIX. 4. crouned, 18'^, F.

XXI. 6. loueF: Xoxxqs i8\
8. impure, 18°, F.

XXIII. 4. unreaue, 18°, F.

XX^III. 2. giues F : guics 18".

XXIX. 4. forlorne, 18% F.

XXXII. 9. fit : ir, F.
XXXIII, 9. wit,l wit : 18' : wit ? F.

F.

XXXVIII. 8. will, 18% F.
XLV. 6. eye : i8\ F.
XLVIII. 10. theF: th' 18°.

L. 2. griefe, F : greife : 18°.

LIII. 1-2. hyde , . , beasts, . . . fray,] hyd(

. . beasts . . . fray : j8° : hyde . . . beasts

. . fray : F.
6. semblant 18° : semblance F.
10. ornament : 18°, F.

LVI. 5. sure 18°, F.

LVIII. 3. supposeth, 18°, F.

7. prayd, 18°, F.

LIX. 4. start, 18°, F.
LX. 4. spheare. F : spheare 18°.

LXII. 4. ensew, j8°, F.

LXIII. 9, II. atchyue, . . . depriue, i<9'

LXIIII. 8. spred, 18°, F.

12. lessemynes, 18°, F.

LXV. I. vaine i5°,F.
LXVIII. 3. hell, F: heW j8°.

4. away, iS°. F.

6. thou F : tbou 18°.

LXXI. 9. aboue,] about, 18°, F.

LXXIII. 2. tye,] tye : i8\ F.
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LXXV. 2. away h : a way iS\
LXXVII. II. paradice] paradice : 18°

r*aradyse : F.

LXXXVIII. 9. the Idaa F : th'Idaea j8°

LXXXIX. 3. vow F 2 : vew i8\ F.

EPITHALAMION
61. take,] take. i8\ F.

67. deere] dore iS'', F.
218. playj play ; iii\ F.

239. band
.'J

Land, 18" : band. F.
290. nightesdreadjnightsdread i5'

sad dread F. CJ. F.Q. i. v. 23 note.

341. Pouke] I'onke ii'°, F.
356. jKJure /•'

: i>onre iS".
3S5. ihy F : they iS\

niehts

FOURE HYMNES. 1596.

First published in 1596 (0. The text

ollows Q with some emendations of punctua-
ion from F.

AN HVMNE OF LOVE.

83. hated F : hate Q.

AN HVMNE IN HONOVR OF
BEAVTIE.

14. soule F 3 (1679) : foule Q, F.

47. clotheth Q : closelli F.

AN IIV.MNE OF HEAVENLY LOVE.
214. mercie, miserable crew,] mercie

miserable crew, Q : mercy (miserable crew) F.

245. feet & syde Q : Icct, ihrogh side F.
266. to thee Q : for thee F.

AN HV.MNE OF HEAVENLY BEANTIE.
50. eye] eye, (?, F.
121. Suns bright ^ : Sun-bright F.

165. And «lampish] The dark & dampish
Q : The darke damp F.

^

170. more bright, /•'
: Q omits.

270. to [)aine.] to painc, Q : a paine. F.

294. on /•"
: no Q.

298. the loue Q : the true louc F.

PROTHALAMION. 1596.

First published in 1596 ((>). The text follows Q, with some emendations of punctuation

[rom F.

102. your F : you Q.

MISCELLANEOUS SONNETS.

Printcil frcnn rojjics tif the volunjcs in

which they originally appeared.

L P'rom Foure letters, and Crrlaine

Sonnets : Especially touching h'obert Creene,

nd othr f'lirties, by him abused, c** . London.

Imprinted by John Wuljc, 4I0, /.Vv--

11. P'rom Srnuio, Or a Treatise of

Nobtliiy, &c. Written m Italian by that

famous Poctor and worthy Knt^^ht, .Sir John

Baptista Nenna of lUiri. Ihme into English

by William Jones, (ient., Q, /.5y5.

in. From llislone oj George Castriot, sue-

named Seanderbee, King of Albante and
Containing his Jamous aeles, &(. Sntty
translated out oj Frenth into English by Z. I.

Gentleman. Imprinted for W. Ponsonby,
iy)f}, F.

IV. From The CommontteaUk and Gorern'

ment of Venue. H>i,
"

Gasper Contareno. and
Italian into Englnk Ituitn^,
Esifuire. London. !> by John
Wmdet for Edmund Manet, 0^. , 1599.

Ill I vauntj vauut, li\^(>'





The Faerie Queene is referred to by book, canto, and stanza, thus : in. iv. 41.
Cross-reterenccs are not as a rule given to variant spellings showing the following intcrchangti

f letters : i,y; e, ee, ea ; 0, oa, eo ; u, xu -, s, z ; c, s.

GLOSSARY.

in : a Gods name p. 41 S, S. C. Sept. icxd.

Hubberd III, Three Lett. pp. 611, 626,629,
Two Lett. p. 639.
band, to abandon, 11. x. 65.
base, to lower, 11. i. 26,1V. vi.3,vi. vi. 3i,viii.5.

bashed, pa. part, astonished, i. .\ii. 29 ; dis-

comfited, II. iv. 8.

bashment, fear, astonishment, 111. viii. 16,34.
bate, to diminish, decrease, /r., 1. iii. 7, 11. ii.

19, V. ix. 35 ; to depress, Hubberd 256.

beare, reji, to comport oneself, v. xii. 19,

n. ix. 45.

bet, &b. instigation, abetment, w. iii. 1 1.

bet, vb. to support, uphold, 1. x. 64, iv. iii. 6,

I. V. 22.

bide, to attend, i. v. 17; to await, remain,

est, stop, 111. V. 1 1 , V. viii. 5, Two Lett. p. 635 ;

pret. (i) abid, in. iv. 33, (2) abode, m. xii.

37 ; to abide by, accept, v. i. 25 ; to endure,

iulTcr, II. i. 20, Thest. 154.

>ie, see aby.

>iect, to cast down, throw down (with idea

if degradation), ill. xi. 13, v. ix. 9.

>ode, sb. <lclay, in. viii. 19; stay, 11. i. i.

)Oli8h, to annul, destroy, 11. iv. 45.

)Ord, aboord, alongside, 111. x. 6 ; abroati,

drift, 2ili.ly, 11ubberd 7, i.i,R. R. 1H5
;
abroad,

crf)Ss, Gnat 46.

>OUt8, about, I. ix. 36.

>OUe, upstair*, IV. xii. 30.

>ray,/i'/r abrayd (sccncxt), to awaki imr.j,

V. vi. 3^,

>rado, abrayd, fret, abrayd, to awakr,

rouse, st.iitU-, 111. i. 61, x. 50, xi. 8, iv. iv. 2i.

>ridgo, to ( ut oil, cut »lu)rt, Dafhn. 445.
>ridgomoDt, cutting short, lii. vtii. 2.

>uae, i6. injury, wrong, 11. v. Ji.

>USa, t'^. to deceive, I. i. 46, 11. i. Atg. 1 9.

Muhp, 377 ; to ilUtrcat, iui»u»c, vi. i. aa.

uaion, dricption, n. xi. 1 1, iv. i. 7, v. xi.

|0, llubbtrd I 363 ; diigracc, diKfcdit, //MW»#ri/

1 30.

E>7, abio ', to pay the (K-iully for, rx|nate, 11.

V. 40, viii. 33, IV. vi. 8 ; to cndurr, lufFcr, ill.

r, 38, R. T. 101 ; to cndurr, to remain, ill.

ftby^ for abide (q.v.), abide by, submit to

VI. ii. 19.

abysse, gulf, interior. Worlds Vanitie 66.

accident, attribute, Two I^tt. p. 639.
accloy, to clog, choke ; to encumber, render

heavy, 11. vii. 15, S. C. Feb. I 35 ; accloid,
pa. part., Elegie 2.

accompt, accoumpt, i6. account, vi. viii. a:,

p. 4 1 9, Hubberd 307, S. C. Oct. Arg. 7.

accompted, pa. part, accounted, considered,

I. X. 6.

accord, sb. consent, agreement, 11. iv. 2 I, ix.a.

accord, ib. to agree, S. C. Feb. Arg. 7 ; fa.
part. IV. ix. 40 ; to reconcile, iv. v. 35.

accordaunce, agreement, in. iii. 30, v. viii.

'4-

according, according to, i. x. 50, xii. 1 ;, 11.

iv. 26, xi. 1 I ; accordingly, 11. x. 71.

accosto, acooaste, to adjoin, border on. iv. xi.

42 ; to t\y near to or skim along the giuund,

VI, ii. 3a.

aoooumpt, vb. to take into account, coiuidcn-

tion, Alitor. Son. 26.

acoourdgo, acc6urage, to encourage, it. ii.

3S, III. viii. 34.

accourting, prey. part, cntrrtainiilg ^«ourt<-

(•usly^, II. li. 16.

accouMtromcnt. .ipp.iK '

' 672.

accoy,/'<i. p<tri. uccoyil. :i 1, to appca»«,

soothe, IV. viii. (9 ; 10 daunt, tubduc, S. C. Feh.

"•
fvcooyl, to {(aihrr together, a»Mrnible. 11. ii. 30.

accrew, to collect, cuiubmc. iv. vi. 18; to iu*

crca>r, V. V. 7, R. R. ao7 ; to c«»iiic at au
atldition or iiutratr. S. C. p. 4 1 7. Cloml 655.
noouaomcnt, aci utution, v. ix. 47.

aocuHtoin. '

1. wont. in. i. ij.

aohaton, |
< n. i». 3 1.

acquainted, /rr/. became actjuainlcil. Klfgtt

acquit, to free, rrlraic, deliver, v. iv. 39, viii.

6 ; pa. part. { 1) aoquit, 1. vii. 5a, Amor. Son.

4a : (a) aoqulght, 11. xn. 3 ; to pcrfonn, art.

re/t. VI. It. i4

adamant, dumond (/Sg.), crjrttal, iv. si. 31.

adamant I <k. i. vli. 33.

adaw, to Ml. vii. 13. v. ia. J^A,

a. C. F*b. 14! . tu Uc<.u4iie Mibducd. IV. «t. tO;
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ada'wed, adaw^'d, pa. part, daunted, terrified,

V. V.45, S. C. Feb. I41.

adayes, daily, S. C. March 42.
addeeme, to award, adjudge, v. iii. 15, vi. viii.

2 2

.

addoom, to adjudge, vii. vii. 56.

addresse, skill, dexterity, Hubberd I 202.

addresse, vb. to prepare, direct {rejl.), 1. v.

6, IV, viii. 10, V. iii. 4 ; to direct one's course'

(reJl.), III. iv. 6, X. 40, Hubberd 657 ; to clothe

{j'efl.),\\. ix. 36. addrest, pa. part, prepared,

ready, set up, iv. iii. 14, vi. ix. 40, S. C. Aug.
128, Bellay 61, Clotit 562, Paf.t. Elegie 106,

p. 550; arrayed, clothed, equipped, armed,

I. ii. II, HI. vi. 39.
adioyned, pret. approached, drew near, 111. vii.

42.

admirable, wonderful, i. vii. 36.

admirauiice, admiration, v. x. 39.
admire, to wonder, wonder at, 11. Prol. 4, iv.

V. 38, VI. viii. 27.

adnihilate, to annihilate, destroy, Two Lett.

?• 635-
adore, to adorn, iv. xi. 4O.

adorne, adornment, 111, xii. 20.

adowne, adv. down, i. vii. 24, vi. viii. 49,
Past. Aeglogue 132, Hubberd ii8j; prep. i.

vii. 31.

adrad, adred(de), pa. part, frightened, 1:1.

i. 62, IV. iii. 25, viii. 47, Gnat 304, R. R. 232 ;

adrad, pret. was afraid, v. i. 22.

aduantaged, pret. benefited. Three Lett. p.

61 2,

aduaunce, to extol, praise, 1. v, 16, S. C. Oct.

47, iVov. 7 ; to claim, 11. iv, 36; aduaunst,
la. part, moved, impelled, 11. i. 20.

aduenture, sb. enterprise, i. ix. 6 ; chance,

accident, iv, ii. 20, iii, 20, v. viii. 15.

aduenture, aduenter, vb. to attempt, ven-

ture, V. iv. 31, Hubberd 1005, Three Lett, p,

623.

aduewed, pa. part, viewed, surveyc.!, v. iii,

20,

aduise, auise, -ze, to perceive, view, notice,

look at, I. V. 40, II, ix. 38, 59, xii, 66, 111. ix.

23, xii, 10, IV, ii. 22, iv. 25, vi. xii. 16; to

consider, bethink oneself, remember (often

reJl.), 1. i. 33, iii, 19, viii, 15, n, Prol. 2, vi.

27, in. i, 18, ii. 22, iii, 6, 59, iv, xii. 28, vi.

xii. 12, VII. vi, 21, Hubberd 1238; to advise,

Iv. viii. 58.

aduizement, advice, counsel, consideration,

1. iv, I 2, II. V. 13, ix. 9, p. 412, S. C. Oct. Arg.

16, Hubberd 176, Two Lett. p. 635,
adward, sb. award, iv, x. 1 7,

adward, vb. to award, iv. xii. 30.

aegide shield, the aegis or shield ot Miners

Muiop. 321.

semule, to emulate, rival. Clout 72, 73,
aerie, aerial, in the air, 11, iii, 19.

Aetion, psetidonyfu = Drayton, Clout 444.
Aetn', Etna, volcano, in, ii. 32,

afarrs, afar, Elegie 167.

afeared, affeard, ppl. adj. frightened, afr.i

II. iii. 45, III. X. 52, IV, i. 50.

affamisht, ppl. adj. hungry : loue-affatnisi

Amor. Son. 88.

afifeare, to frighten, 11. iii. 20.

affect, sb. kind feeling, affection, passion,

i.45, V. 24, Past. Aeglogue 46, Amor. Sc

6; imitation, counterfeit, Love 180.

affect, vb. to like, have a preference for, vi.

h X- 37-

affection, passion, 11. iv. 34, xi. i, iii. iii. i,

vi. 7.

affectionate, pa. part. : well a. = havi

become very affectionate, well beloved, ]

iii. 62.

afla.ance, betrothal, 11. iv. 21.

affide, see aflfy.

affixed, fixed, set, iii. ii. 1 1,

afQicted, /)/•/. adj. cast down, humble, Amt.

Son, 2.

afford, afifoord, to bestow, give, v.. viii. 1

VI. i. 26 ; to consent, 11. vi. 19.

affrap, to strike, 11. i. 26, iii. ii. 6,

affray, sb. fear, terror, v, x. 19.

affray, vb. to frighten, terrify, iii. v. 27, S.

Jufie (Glosse, p. 443).
affray, pa. part., frightened, afraid, v. ix. 2.

affrended, pa. part, made friends, reconcile

IV, iii, 50,

aflfret, encounter, onslaught, in. ix. 16, iv.

15, iii. 6, 1 1,

affright, sb. fear, fright, 11. iii. 19, xi. 16.

affright, /)«. part, frightened, ll. v, 37,
affront, to face, confront, oppose, attack,

viii, 13, 111. iv. 7, IV. iii. 22.

affy, to betroth, espouse, vi. iii. 7 ; aflEide,-yd

pa. part. iv. viii, 53, v. iii. 2, vi. iii, 49; t

trusted, v, v, 53.
aflot, in a state of overflow or submersio
Bellay 119.

afore, before, beforehand, in front, i. xii. I, 1

vii. 7, V. V. 3, xii, 6, R. R. 258.

afore hand, formerly, //. Love 186.

afterclaps, unexpected strokes or eveni

JlubberJ 332.
after-send, to pursue, send after, i. v, 10.

agast, aghast, pret. frightened, terrified, i. i

21, in. v. 3, VII. vi. 52.

age, IV, iii, 43. See quiet age.
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agent, out: wno acts, 1 hree Lett. p. 621.

aggrace, sb. favour, goodwill, 11. viii. 56.

aggrace, agrace, vb. to favour ; aghast, pnt.,

I. X. iS ; to add grace to, 11. xii. 58.

aggrate, to please, gratify, 11. v. 33, ix.

34, xii. 42, III. vi. 50, viii. 36, v. xi. 19, vi. x.

33, Teares 406. inlr. iv. ii. 23.

aglet, aygulet, tag, spangle, 11. iii. 26, vi. ii. 5.

agonyes, strifes, contentions, which were held

to be due to Saturn's influence, 11. ix. 52.

agraste, ^ee aggn:ace.

agree, to settle, 11. iv. 3.

agreeable, in accord, similar. Three Lett. p.

620.

agreeably, similarly, vi. vii. 3.

igreeue, to cause to grieve, R. T. 91, Elegie

N2.

igrise, agrize, to cause to shudder, horrify,

II. vi. 46, III. ii. 24, VII. vii. 6 ; Impers. v. x.

28 ; agryz'd, /»//. adj. of horrible appearance,

IV. viii. I 2.

iguise, aguize, to array, deck, equip, fashion,

II. i. 21, 31, vi. 7, III. ii. iS, V. iii. 4, I/uhbenl

r,;6.

I hungered, hungry, Three Lett. p. 61S.

ime, u> guess, conjecture, //, Benutie 33.

labaster, iseudonym, Clout 400.

ilablaster, alabaster, in. li. 42, vi. vi i

lie! Iay 45.
ISkid, fn. furl, allayed, Dd/hn. I73.

Ibanese-wyse, after the manner <>f

Albancse (Albanians?), in. su. lo.

Ibe, albee, although, i. x. 44, .V. C. ynn. (>~,

Apr. (j(j ] in spite of, v. viii. 3, S. ('. May
265.

llcon, pieudoriym, Clnut 394.

Llcyon, p'-endnnym, ('lout 3^4.

degge, allegge, alleviate, astuagr. 111. ii. I 5,

S. ('. ^f>nch 5.

leggeaunco, alleviation, in. v. 42.

blew i" halloo ; l.tnicntatirin, V. VI. I 3.

.Igste, algatoii, entirely, alto{',cthrr, alway*.

II. i. 2, III. iv, 26, IV. vi. 13, 44; by any incan«,

Kubbtrd 1025 ; at all, in any way, 111. viii. 9;

nevcrthclfi*, v. viii. f , S. C. Nov. ai.

ilgrin, psritdo ftym, S. <.'. Jttly 313.

klienato, /(«. port, alienated, withilrawn, S. C
Apr. Arg. 9.

\,\l, th<»uy,h, alihotigh, It. xi". 57. III. i. ai. vi.

47. vii. 9, 4t>, .V. C. Jum 72 ; nil uert it -

although it were, S. C May 5S. all and
•ome, entirely, altogcthrr. 111. xii. 30. all

as, a» if, S. C, Feb. 4. all for, ju»t bccauK.

S. ('. Stpt. 109, III. 114.

Llla Turchonoa, in the Tufkiih faihlon,

IIlibberd ^77.

4*-

th

almner, almoner, i. x. 3^.

almost, v. v. 10.

alone, only, iv. v. 25.

along, without interruption, throughout, ill.

iv. 3.

alow, vb. to praise, p. 409.
alow, adv. below, vi. viii, 13,

AI Portugese, in the Portuguese fashion,

Hubberd 2 12.

als, alls, also, 11. i. 7, IV. iv. a, xi. 31, vi. xii.

1 I
, p. 4 10, A'. C. March 40 ; both {als ....

and), S.C. yuly 8.

alsoone, as soon, S. C. July lOI.

altogether, without exception, S. C. July,

P- 447-
alwAy, always, v. ix. 24, Clout 888.

amain, amayne, at once, hastily, i. vi. 41 ;

with fori-e. violently, ill. xi. 4I, iv. iii. 47, v.

3S, VI. vi. 27, viii. 27.

amarous, lovely, 11, xii. 64.

Amaryllis, a shepm-rdess. Clout 435, 54O.

amate', to dismay, daunt, cast down, i. i. 51,

III. iv. 27, vii. 35, xi. 2 1, VII. vi. 19. amat«d,
pa. part, dismayed, overwhelmed, n. ii. ;.*v.

xi. 64.

amate^, to keep company with, 11. .<.. .^.j.

amaze, ania/.cment, in. vii. 7, iv. ii. 17, ?. vii.

25, Amor. Son. I^>, Epith. 181.

ambds.sage, embissy, Jluhberd 472.

ambi'ishment, ambu<h. iv. x. 30, Gnat 533.

anjoarHt, /ii. /«;/. punished, aincned, Antor.

Son. 70.

dmonago, to domesticate, control, 11. iv. 1 1.

amenance, aineuaunoa, l>eariiig, c«>nduct,

behaviour, 11. viii. 1 7, ix. 5, III. i. 41, tv. iii <•

Hu'berd 7s I.

amend, to retrieve. re«tore, ill. ill. 23.

aniciulinent, amend*, 11. i. ao.

limiAblc, IV. X. 31, 56.

amis', hood, ca()e (orig. an article of coitume

of the frligio-is ordcit, luade of, or lined with,

grey fur"), I. iv. 18.

amla'i iimdrcd, fault, 11. i. I9.

amioar, wrongly, \\\ niiitake, Ihifkn. aj^.

amounted, prtt. inountrd, atcrndrd, 1. is.

54-

amoue, ammouo, to move, itir. cauM tmo*

tion, I. iv. 45, IX. 18, III. I
* h,

III. xi. 13 ; to afouie ^froin » ^1.

Amyntoa, puudnuym, Clomt 434.
and, II. Tk'ft Jftf y. 631.

andullo. onduylo, anvil. 1. xi. 4I, tv. tv. ii.

Amor. Son. JS.

Angrliok. anr""' f. Attro^ti, p. 550 I.
, .

aiiitoxo, t'> Add, IV. fill. 35.



664 GLOSSARY.
annoy, anoy, grief, annoyance, i. vi. 17, 11. ii.

43> >x. 35, -R- T. 305, 322, Petrarch 82,
Daphn. 514, Amor. Son. 62.

anon, anone, again, v. viii. 9 ; at once, im-

mediately, V. xi. 37.
answer, aunswere, to make a responsive

sound, re-echo, n. xii. 33 ; to repeat (corre-

spondingly), IV. V. 33 ; to return, requite, v. i.

24-

dnticke, sb. antique, relic ; ancient or strange

figures or designs, 11. iii. 27, vii. 4, tii. xi. 51.

dnticke, antique, adj. former, ancient, olden,

R. R. 232, 266, Amor. Son. 69.

apace, copiously, iv. xi. 11 ; fait, v. viii. 5.

apay, appay, pa. part, apaid, apayd, to

please, satisfy, 11. xii. 28, iv. ix. 40, S. C. Aug.
6, Daphn. 70 ; to repay, requite, v. v. 33 ;

:// apaid=\\\ requited, 11. ix. 37, v. xi. 64.

appall, to check, quell, weaken, 11. ii. 32, iii.

44, 111. i. 46; to fail, falter, iv. vi. 26.

apparaunce, appearance, in. i. 52.

apparition, appearance, semblance, Hubherd
1290.

appeach, to accuse, be an accusation to, 11. viii.

44, xi. 40, V. V. 37, ix. 47.

appeale, appele: praiers to a. = to .say

prayers, ni. ii. 48 ; to remind, v. ix. 39.

appease, to check, cease, i. iii. 29.

appellation, appeal, vii. vi. 35.

apply, pa. part, applide, applyde, to em-
ploy, use, 1. i. 38 ; to ply, follow, 1. x. 46 ; to

steer, direct, 11. v. lo {rejl.), vi. 5, vii. I, v. iv.

21, xi. 6 ; to administer, 11. xii. 32 ; to pre-

pare, make ready, Muiop. 84.

appose, to exan)ine, question, v. ix. 44.
approuance, approval, 11. xii. 76, Epith. 144.
approue, approuen, to prove, demonstrate,

test, 1. vi. 26, ix. 37, 111. i. 27, iv. x. 1, v. x. 5,

VI. viii. 14, Elegie 152 ; to commend, approve,

in. i. 26. approved ppl. adj. tested, ii. v. 8.

arboret, small tree, shrub, 11. vi. 1 2.

arck, arke, box, chest, iv. iv. 15 ; arch, R. R.

89, 368, Bellay 46, Misc. Softn. iii, Epigrama
p. 607.

aread, areed, pa. pari, ared, to counsel,

advise, teach, I, Prol. i ; to tell, make known,

proclaim, describe, show, i. viii. 31, 33, ix. 23,

28, X. 17, II. iii. 14, 111. iv. 59, V. xii. 9, vii. vi.

46, Lovs II, Clout 15; to divine, guess, dis-

cover, detect, understand, 11. i. 7, iv. v. 15, v.

iii. 35, xii. 9, VI. vii. 10 ; to decide, adjudge,

VII. vii. Arg. ; to take, assume, vi. ix. 33.

areare, arere, back, backward, behind, behind-

hand, II. xi. 36, III. vii. 24, X. 23, VI. iv. 5,

Gnat 46S.

aret, see arret.

arew, in a row, v. xii. 29 ; in order, consecu-

tively, Thest. 186.

argument, theme, subject, in. ix. i ; proof,

token, manifestation, vi. vii. i.

aright.rightly, v1.vii.31 ; ^'ixtcX, Epitaph{\) 13,

a rights, aright, rightly, v. x. 4.

arise, to rise, Hubherd 419, 426.
arming: a. sjforJ = sword forming part of arms

or armour, 11. vi. 47.
armorie, armour, i. i. 27, iii. iii. 59.
arras, tapestry, i. iv. 6, in. xi. 39.
arraught, /re/, of arreach, to seize, 11. x. 34.
array, aray, to afflict, v. ii. 25, vi. ii. 42.
arreare, to raise, vi. viii. 23,
arret, arefc, to entrust, deliver, consign, n. viii.

8, xi. 7, III. viii. 7, iv. v. 21.

as, as if, as though, i. viii. 23 1. 9, xi. 21 1. 4,

n. ix. II, ni. vii. 36, .S*. C. Dec. 110. as

that, in such a manner as . . ., i. i. 30. as then,
till then, v. iv. 36.

asc^rtaine, Daphn. 504.
askaunce, sideways (with idea of disfavour),

11. vii. 7, III. i. 41, S. C. March 21.

askew, askewe, sidelong (cf. askaunce),
asquint, angrily, 111. x. 29, v. xii. 29, ^S". C.

Mar. Glosse, Amor. Son. 7.

aslake,to assuage, appease, 1. iii. 7^6, Amor. Son,

44, Beaiitie 4.

nslouiheTing, pres. part, slumbering, 11. xii. 72.

aslope, aslant (Jig.), m. iv. 52.

aspect, 11. xii. 53, 111. vi. 12, vii. 22, xii. 7, 14,

iv. X.39.

aspire, pa. part, aspjrred, to inspire, iv. x. 26;

to desire, aim at, v. ix. 41 ; to ascend, rise up,

R. T. 408.

assaile, to attack, i. vii. 6.

assay, sb. value, quality, i. ii. 13, in. iv. 18, v.

viii. 37; tribulation, affliction, i. vii. 27, Pe-

trarch 25 ; trial, attempt, assault, attack, 11

iii. I 2, I 5, V. iv. 23, V. 52, Beautie 88 ; to all

assayes = nt every juncture, on every occasion,

V. ix. 39.
assay, vb., pa. part, assaid, to tty, test, touch,

I. iv. 8, viii. 2, II. iii. 4, vi. ix. 33 ; to assail,

assault, afflict, 1. ii. 24, vi. II, iv. ix. 30, Gnai

491 ; to afiect, v. xi. 64, S. C. Aug. 5.

assemblaunce, assembly, v. iv. 21.

assieged, besieged, 11. xi. 15.

assignment, design, 11. xi. 10

assize, measure, Bellay 16.

assot, to befool, besot, bewilder, beguile, n. x.

8. pa. part, assott, S. C. Mar. 25 ; assotted

Ml. viii. 22.

assoyle, assoile, to absolve, free, release, i. x.

52, n. v. 19, 111. viii. 32, vi. v. 37, viii. 6, R. R.

262,, Daphn. 2/^9; to dispel, in. i. 58,1V. v. 30.



GLOSSARY. 665

Amor. Son. li, Proth. 100; to expiate, iv.

vi. 25 ; to determine, vii. vii. 38 ; to dis-

charge, acquit oneself of, Daphn. 535, Amor.
Son. 80.

assvirance, certainly, in. iv. 9 ; security, v. xi.

35-

assure, to secure, keep safe {zho Jig.), 11. viii.

30, III. ii. 23, V. xii. 2 ; to be sure, assert, 11. x.

8 ; to make sure of, have confidence in, Bellny

assynd, prel. pointed out, i. vii. 28.

astart, astert, to st.irt up, 111. ii. 29 ; to hap-

pen to, befall, S. C. Nov. 18".

astate, state, condition, S. C. Sept. 24.

astond, astound, />/>/. odj. stunned, amazed,

1. ii. 31, vii. 7, Daphn. 314.

astonied, ppl. adj. = pa. /art. of astony,

stunned, I. ii. if,, S. C. July ii'J\ astonished,

Bellay I 1 3.

astonish, to stun, iv. viii. 43.

astonying, ppl. adj. causing amazement, con-

fouiidiiig, V. ii. 54.

astound, pret. struck, iv. vii. 9.

astrot'ell, astrophel, a bitter substance, per-

h ips astrophylluvi star-leaf, or Aster Trifo-

lium: Daphn. 346, Past. Elegie It/).

Astrofell,/»eMJo«^m = Sir Philip Sidney, Clou

449, 45C-

atchieuen, to finish, co. elude (success. ully), 1.

V. I.

atonce, attonce, inmiediatcly, i. iii. 5, xi. 13 ;

together, 111. iii, 40, x, 17 ; alrcitly, S. C. Frh.

atone, attone, together, 11. i. 42, 111. ix. 2,

IV. iv. 14, ix. 30, V. xi. 43, S. C. May 30.

Teares 418; agncd, united, 11. 1. 19; agree-

ment, Clout S43 ; at once, imnicdiatc ly, iv.

xii. 9,

attach, pret., pa. fart, attacht, -ed, to seire,

IV. ix. 6, V. V. lS, VI. vii. 35, \(t', to attack,

III. viii. 33, VI. iii. lO.

attaine, tortadi, managr, iv. vii. 27, vi. viii. 1 5.

attaint, to •-ully, »tain, i. vu. 34. iv. i. 5.

attemper, to moderate, r« gnlatc, 11. ii. 39, xiii.

51 ; 10 attune, bring into harmony, 11. xii. 71,

S.(:.Afr.f,,yu>ieH.

attempted, tempted, v. xi.63.

iittondoinent, intention, vi. vi. iH.

iittont, sl>. attention, m. Ix. fJ, VI. ix. 37.

iittoiit, //•/. adj. attentive, intent, vi. ix. 36.

lit tone, ^ee atone.

nttonomcnt, agreement, concord, rcconcilia*

tixii, v. viii. 3 I

.

attoiwN, f«.('. tl.rr, .S'.
('. March 53,

attrapt,liirnulicd,drc»ie<l 1 <>( a hof%cV iviv. ^g.

(ittrlbuto, vb. v. iv. a8.

atweene, adv. in between, Clout 81, E/ith.

155
atw^eene, atwene, prep, between, 11. i. 58,
\i. vi. 37.

atwixt, (i(/t . in between, at intervals, in. xii. a.

aumayld, fa. fart, enamelled, 11. iii. 27.

autenticall, authentic, iv. xii. 32.

autentique, authentic, T'u-o Lett. p. 640.
authdr, iii. vi. 9.

auaile, i6. value, profit, benefit, v. v. 49, .S". C.

Nov. 87, Hubberd I 204.

auaile, auale, vb. to fall, «ink, descend, lower,

I. i. 21 , IV, iii. 46, S. C. Jan. 73, Feb. 8, Sept.

251 ; to dismount, alight, 11, ix. lo,

auaunt, t<j advance, 11. iii. 6 ; to depart, be off,

\'
I . v ; . J I

.

auauntage, advantage, 11. v. 9.

auenge, revenge, iv. i.52,ii. 15.

auengement, vengeance, i. iv. 34, 11. it. 6,

III. V. 24, llubberd 1317.

auentre, to push, thrust forward, iii. i. 28, iv.

iii. 9, vi. II.

auise, nuize, &c.. s<e aduise.

aui.sefull, attentive, observant, iv. vi. 26,

auoided, pa. part, emptied, 11. ix. 32 ; de-

p.utcd. withdrawn, iii.i. 58.

auouche, tu prove, est.iblish, i. x. 64 ; to ttate,

inaintaiM, Two Lrtt. pp. 618, 639.
auoure, avowal: /ornnl^a. — to answer for,

VI. iii. 48.

auow, to VOW, iit.iv. 10.

awaite, sb. watch, ambush, u. \. 14. v. !\ y.

aware, wary. al<rt, v, xi, 13,

awnrned, pa. part, warned, in. x. 46.

awfiyo.s, away, (Jnat 430.

awhapo, to terrify, iv. vii. 5,v. \'\. x^i^Huhhtrd

ay, ever, II. i. 60, iii.xi. 4I, S.C. Feb. H)'^.

ayer, air, Teorr* I |H

aysulet. iff aslet

ayme, </>. intention, <ir«r:ii, o. » 1. I<-

aymod, ///. odj. intended. de«ired, II. iv. 46, ill.

\ii. 40.

ayrie, airy. v. viii. 34. Cf. »y«r.

It

bab«. doll, S. C. May 240.

bable, bauble, toy. Tkrt* Lftl. p. 62

1

bftO«, »A. prl»«»ner'i b*»e, v. viii. 5 ; c f.u'

haetmXo ihallenge, ill. xi. 5 ; byddimg fr<it#«>

^ b«»e. S (\ (Xf. 5.

» 1 low, deep, I. V. 31, II. xtl. R, IH. 11

bnr)kbit4t. !•> lUnder. Hubhtrd 71*).

bnokNtivrtinK, lUiting back. V. Si. Cl
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baffuld, disgraced as a perjured knight, v.

iii. 37, VI. vii. Arg. 27.

baid, see bay.
baile, sb. charge, custody, vii. vi. 49 ;

pledge,

security, S. C. May 131.

baile, vb. to dehver, Hberate, iv, ix. 7.

bait, bayt, to bait (a bull, &c.), i. xii, 35, 11.

viii. 42, VI, V. 19.

baite, to feed on a journey, 1. i. 32.

balductum, trashy, rubbishy, Three Lett.

pp. 619, 623.

bale' {for baile, q.v.), release, S. C. Aug.

105.

bale-, injury, fatal influence, i. i. 16, S. C.

Nov. 84; sorrow, grief, i. vii. 28, ix. 29, n.

ii. 45, VI. X. 3,8,

bale '-\ fire (cf. bale^), i. ix. 16.

balefull, harmful, injurious, deadly, i. ii. 2,

III. iii. 8; subjectively, full of pain, painful,

S. C.Jan. 27.

balefulnesse, distress, sorrow, 11, xii. 83.

balke,56. (Jig.), omission, exception ; ///. ridge

or piece of land left unploughed by accident,

VI. xi. 16.

balke, vb. to quibble, bandy words, in. ii. 12
;

to stop short, refrain, iv. x. 25 ; to miss,

stray from, S. C. Sept. 93; to lie out of the

way, Hubberd 268.

ball, to ba\sl, howl, -S". C. Sept. 190.

ballance : paire of 6. = balances, scales, v. i.

II, ii. 30.

balleardes, billiards, Hubberd 803.

ban, banne, vb. to curse, iv. ix. 5, v. viii.

28, 39, VI. ii. 21. pret. band, v. Ii. 18, xi.

I 2
;
pa. part, band, H. Love 1 84.

band, &b. bond, vi. xii. 36 ;
pledge, vi. i. 31 ;

captivity, bondage (also plur.), iv. xi. I, vi.

xii. 39.

band, vb.'^ to assemble, i. iv. 36.

band, vb.^ to ban, banish, 111. ii.41.

bandog, mastiff, bloodhound, S. C. Sept. 163,

Gnat 540.
bane, destruction, death, 11. xi. 29.

banes, banns, i. xii. 36.

banket, bancket, banquet, i. xi. 2, 111. vi. 22,

IV. vii. 20.

banne, sb. curse, in. vii. 39.

bannerall, small streamer attached to lance

of knight, VI. vii. 26.

barbes, armour of war-horse, 11. ii. 11.

barbican, watch-tower, 11. ix. 25.

bard, adorned with bars, 11. iii. 27.

bare, pret. bore, 11. vii. 5, v. Prol. i, .S". C.

Dec. I 24.

basciomani, kissing of the hand, 111. i. ^6.

base ', lower part, V. ix. 16; pedestal, 5f//n_y 44.

base ^, bass voice, low, deep sound, n. xii. 33;
a bass singer, T. M. 28.

basen, basin: b. wide = as wide as a basin,

Hubberd 6'jo. J
basenesse, low estate, condition, vi. iii. i. I
basenet, a steel headpiece, vi. i. 31.

bases ^, a pbited skirt appended to the doublet,

reaching from the waist to the knee, v. v. 20.

bases ^: bases //^/t/ = sportive races, vi. x. 8.

bash, to be abashed, daunted, ll. iv. 37.

bastard, base, i. vi. 24, 11. iii. 42.
baste, to sew, stitch, v. v. 3.

bate ^, to abate, diminish, v. ix. 35, Epigram%

p. 607.

bate-, pret. bit. 11. v. 7.

bate^ pa. part, fed (cf, baite), S. C. Sept.

44.
bate*, to bait (cf. bait), vi, vii. 40.

batt, bat, stick, club, Gnat 154, Hubberd 2 i 7.

battailous, ready for battle, warlike, pug-

nacious, I. V. 2, II. vii. 37, HI. iii. 47, V. v. 2 1,

VI. vii, 41,

batteilant, engaged in battle, combatant,

Worlds Vanitie loi.

battill, to become fat, vi. viii. 38.

batton, club, baton, vi. vii, 46.
bauldrick, baudricke, belt, girdle, i. vii, 29,

II. iii, 29, Proth. 174; the zodiac, viewed

as a gem-studded belt, v, i. 11.

bay, sb. extremity, vi, i. 12 : at, unto a b.=
at close quarters, in. i. 22, iv. vi. 41.

bay, vb. to bay, bark, i. v. 30, Gnat 345.
pret. baid, jR.'r. 215.

baye, to bathe (cf. embay, i. ix. 13, &:c,),

I. vii. 3.

bayes, baies, laurels (Jig-), iv, i. 47, vi. vi.4,

baylieflfe errant, a sheriff's ofHcer goino

about the country executing writs, &c,, vi,

vii. 35-

bayt, sb. bait, enticement, artifice, 11. v. 9, vii

10, VI. ix. 23.

bayt, vb.^ to abate, let rest {>ee bate '), n, xii,

29.

bayt, f6.2 to speak gently or with bated breath,

III, x, 6.

bayted, pa. part, fed. Three Lett. 621.

bazil, a genus of aromatic, shrubby plant!

{Ocyvunn, N, O. Labiates), Muiop. 188.

be, bee, bcvu, j a. part. iv. iii. 21, S. C. Sept.

146.

beades, bedes, prayers : bidding his b. —

saying his prayers, i. i. 30, x. 3.

bead-men, men of prayer, i. x. 36.

beadroll, list, iv. ii, 32,

beame ^, gleam, glitter (Jig.), i. xii. 23, 11. vii

45 t ^^y^ glance (Jig-), Clout 493, 5 1 8.
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eame^, spear, shaft, in. vii. 40.

ear, to take (as a companion), i. iv. 2 'pa. part.

borne); heare ?//» - to put the hehu 'up', i.

|<ii. I.

earo, bere, bier, 11. xii. 36, vi. ii. 48, iii.

4, R. T. 191 ; transf. tomb, sepulchre, ui. iii.

I ; traiiif. corpse, burden. Past. Ele^ie I49.

arne, barn, granary, Three Lett. p. 626.

astly, adj. animal, i. iii. 44.
astly, adv. in adisgustingmanner,in. viii. 26.

astlyhead, beasthood, beastliness ; your h.

= your ' beastly ' self, your personality as a

3east, S. C. May 265.

eat, to overcome, v. i. i.

eath'd, heated, iv. vii. 7.

eaupere, companion, iii. i. 35.

eck, nod, Three Lett. p. 625.

ecke, beak, 11. xi. 8.

ecome, to come to, go to, i. x. 16, 111. iv. 1
;

lo suit, be beconjing to, i. x. 66, 11. ii. 14,

liii. 23 ; to happen, in. ix. 32.

ed, to order, command, i. ix. 41 ; to pray

[cf. bid), VI. V. 35.

'odido, pret. dyed, iv. iv. 24.

it;ht, to equip, VI. V. 7. bedight, pa.

, ii,i. adorned, equipped, in. vi. 4.^,, iv. iv. 39,

Gnat 113; alHicted. 11. vi. 50; ill b. = {l)

stricken, 11. i. 14, S. C. Oct. .S9
; (2) dis-

fit^'urcd, II. vii. 3.

educk, to (lip, dive, 11. vi. 42.

oetlo stock, the stock or handle of a beetle

Ilubherd 507.
efall, to be fitting, i. x. 14 ; to oC( ur, happen

to be, (iiiat 7.:. befeld, pa. part., iv. iii. 50.

"forne, adv. bcfnrc, 6'. C. May 104. prep.,

V 160.

'fjin, beginning, ill. iii. 21.

fcff^or'd, stained with gore, iv. xi. 3.

uilo, to <lcprivc, II. ii. 46, HiMtrd laS.s ;

I iirt. (hiappointed, foiled, I. xi. 35.

ilfo : in this b. a ill this matter ur rcipcct,

,, Lett. p. 619.

iluo, behalf, iv. iv. 27.

i.ippnn, to happen, v. xi. 53.

h/iiio, to conduct, regulate, II. iii. 40.

M<a«t, bohowt, command, bidding, 1. vi.

'., II. ii. 32, III. iv. 31, IV. Ix. 31, R. T.

li.iphn. 137. 270, Hid'htrd I 30S. Aoi'#93.

iK^it, pa. port buhii(ht, to dcincr, grant,

iii»t, i. x. fo. II. vm. 9, IV. XI. 6; to call,

lie, I. X. 64, III. \\\. 47, S. C. Apr. I JO.

,v 201 ; t«» iprak, aildfc**, iv. ii. 23, vi.

. V. iv. 35 ; to adjudge, pronounce, coii-

r, IV. i. 44, iii. 31, v. 7 ; lo ordain, decide,

li. I, Miiiop. 241, If. L'Vf 173; «" «^""»-

lid, II. iv 43. bohot, bohoto, prtt.,p>t.

part, held out hope, 1. xi. 3S, iv. iv. 40 ;

called, S. C. Dec. 54.
be-hold, to hold, retain, capture, .S. C. Sept. 2 29.

behoofe, advantage, profit, iv. vii. 37.
behot, s(e behight.
behoue, to be proper, fitting ; to be incum-

bent, neiessary, iv. ix. 3 1, vi. v. 20. be-

hooued, pa. pert., Gnat 467.
belaccoyle, greeting, welcome, iv. vi. 25.

belamoure, lover, n. vi. 16 ; a tlowcr (un-

identified \ Amor. Son. 64.

belaray, lover, 11. vii. 52.

belay, to besiege, encompass, Amor. xiv.

belayd, pa. part, adorned, vi. ii. 5.

beldame, form of address to an aged woman,
III. ii. 43.

belgard, kind, loving look, 11. iii. 25, in. ix.

52, Ileautie 256. ^

beliue, biliue, byliue, forthwith, qu'ckly,

immediately, 1. v. 3.;, ix. 4, 11. viii. |S, in.

i. iS, V. 16, X. 10, S. C. Sept. 227.

bell : to bear the 6. = t<> i»b!ain the prize, gain

the victory, iv. iv. 25, v. 13.

bellibone, fair maiti, bonny lass. S. C. Apr.

92, Aug. 61.

belyde, pret. counterfeited, in. .\. 7.

bend, band, 11. iii. 27, vii. 30, v. v. 3, S. C.

May 32.

bene, beene, are, i. i. 10, in. i. 26, x. 16, iv.

i. 34, ii. 24, S. C. Apr. 124, Oct. S-j, Past.

Ele^ie Introd. l 2, lieautie 269.

bencdciall, a letter presenting to a benefice,

JIuhhnd 4S6.

boucuolonce, gift, lIiMtrd 517.

bent, hb. aim, purpose, intention, S r* Ff'titlt

p. 4 1 7.

bont, adj. ol>edieiit, A". C. Sept. 1 49.

bont.s, tta ks of lecd-iike graw, vi. iv. 4.

bequeathed, ppl. adj, committed, enttutted,

I. X. 63.

bere *, ift beare.

bere', lu I'car, carry, iv. xii. 15.

bereauo, to deprive of, 1. i. j;j; lotakeawtjr,

removr, detlroy, get rid of, 11. vn. 19, v.

iv. 10, vi. 3. beraft, p.t. part, bctefi,

roblnrd, iv. ii. lo. boreaued, pa. port.

ttolrii, carried olT, v. iii. 30; l.tkcn aM«y, Hi$b-

bfrd JoS.

borobbod, pa. part, robbed, 1. viii. Al, tr. viii.

46.

beaeoke, to Inrierch, iv. iii. 47.

beaomo, beanom. to brtit, become, leem, be

leemly, 1. vni. 32. n. ix. 3(1. 37, in. 1. 55, iv.

(x. 30. v. v. 3H, .V. C. Aug. 36. b«ao«ntinc.

ppl. ndj , Tkrtt lAHt. 630.

bcaooue, pa. I art. provided, treated, r. x. 1 7,
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VII. vii. II, well b. = o( good appearance,

good looking, i. xii. 8, in. iii. 58, Gnat 651 ;

accomplished, versed, read, Teares 180. gay
6. = gaily apparelled, adorned, Amor, xxvii.

besit, to become, befit, 11. vii. 10. besitting,
ppl. adj. IV. ii. 19.

bespake, pret. addressed, v. iv. 50.

bespredd, pa. pari, adorned, 111. x. 44.
besprint, ppl. adj., S. C. Nov. iii. be-
sprent, pa. part., S. C. Dec. 135, besprinkled.

bestaine, to stain, iv. vii. 27.

bested, bestad, pa. part, situated, placed, iii.

X. 54. bestadde, disposed, ordered, .S". C.

Aug.
J-.

///, sore, sorely 6. = hard pressed,

placed in a dangerous situation, 1. i. 24, n. i.

30, 52, IV. vii. 46, V. i. 22, VI. i. 4, vi. 18
;

/// bestedded, iv. i. 3. bestedde, bestad,
pret. beset, iii. \^. 22, iv. iii. 25.

bestow, to place, arrange, 11. ix. 28.

bestrad, pret. bestrode, v. ii. 13.

bet, pret. beat, i. iii. 19, 11. ii. 22, xii. 63.

pa. part, beaten, i. vii. 28 ; storrne-bet, 11.

xii. 32.

betake, to betake oneself, i. v. 28, ix. 44; to

deliver, give to, vi. xi. 51. betooke, pret.

to entrust, iii. vi. 28.

beteeme, to grant, give, n. viii. 19.

bethinke, to make up one's mind, i. vi. 16.

bethrall, to make captive, i. viii. 28.

betide, to befall, happen, 11. i. 35, 111. v. 11.

betided, pret., Hubberd 37, Clout 329.
betid, />rf/. 11. viii. 24, iv. xii. 4, v. iii. 10,

xii. 32. betight, pa. part. ,8. C. Sept. 173,
Nov. 174. betidde, /n. /"or/. 11. i. 26,

bett, better, 5. C. Oct. 15.

beuer, the lower part of a helmet, 1. vii. 31,

II. i. 29, IV. vi. 25.

beuy, company (of ladies), 11. ix. 34, v. ix.

31, .S'. C Apr. 118, Glosse p. 434.
bewaile, to mourn? (perh. an error), 1. vi. I.

bewray, to disclose, reveal, betray, i. iv. 39,
V. 30, III. iii. Arg., v. iii. 25, vi. iii. 1,

Worlds Vanitie 148, S. C. Jan. Glosse,

March 35, Hubberd 1096. bewraide,
pret. 111. iv. 61 ;

perceived, iv. ix. 38.

bickerment, strife, bickering, v. iv. 6.

bid, to pray, i. i. 30. See beades.
bide, byde ^, to endure, 1. iii. 31 ; to remain,

abide, 1. x. 66, 11. ii. 9, vi. 19, iv. i. 24.

bide 2, to bid, oifer, iii. viii. 16.

biggen, cap (of a child), .S*. C. May 24I:

bight, to bite, i. xi. 16.

Bilbo, Bilbao, noted for ils swords, Muiop. 77.

biliue, see beliue.

bil, bill, a sword, weapon, v. xi. 58 : forrest

6. = a digging or prunii>g implement, in. v. 21.

bin, pa. part, been, 1. i. 33; pres. are, v. i. i,

birchen, of a birch-tree, v. xi. 58.

bit, bite, v. viii. 49.
bittur, bittern, 11. viii. 50.

blacksmith, iv. v. 33.

blame, sb. injury, hurt, 1. ii. 18, in. i. c

fault, Beautie 155.
blame, v'j. to find fault with, S. C. July 36

to bring into discredit, vi. iii. 11.

blanck, entirely confounded, discomfited, 11

iii. I7«

bland, to sooth, flatter, cajole, Beautie 171,

blandishment, cajolery, flattery, i. ix. i

Hubberd I 274.
blasphemous, in. vii. 39, v. ii. 19.

blasphemy, vi. xii. 25.

blast, to wither, in. v. 48.

blaze, to proclaim, describe, depict, portra

extol, I. xi. 7, V. iii. 2, ix. 25, p. 410, S. 1

p. 417, Apr. 43, Muiop. 266; to shine, 1. i

16. hlazed, fa. part, emblazoned, v. iii. 1

blazer, one who proclaims, extols, ' trun

peter,' 11. ix. 25.

blazon (broade, out), to make known, proclair

describe, i. Prol. I, Teares 102.

blemishment, blemish, iv. ii. 36.

blend, vb.^ to blind, dazzle, n. xii. 80, iv. i

35. blent, pa. part. 11. iv. 7, Gnat 31 1.

blend, vb.^ to mix, mingle, defile, obscui

blemish, !i. vii. 10, in. ix. I. blent, p
part. I. vi. 42, II. iv. 26, v. 5, xii. 7, in. i

33, xii. 29, V. iii. 37, vi. 13, Hubberd 133
blere, to deceive, 6'. C. Jtdy 36.

blesse, «6. bliss, i. x. Arg., iv. x. 23.

bless, vb.^ to preserve, protect, guard, i.

18, vii. 12, IV. vi. 13.

blesse, vb."^ to wave, brandish, i. v. 6, viii. 2

blin, to cease from, stop, in. v. 22.

blincked, affected with a blink, in. ix. 5.

blind, dark, without openings, iv. xi. 2.

hlist, pret.^ blessed, iv. vii. 46, S.C. July I'j

blist, pret?- brandished, vi. viii. 13. (

blesse, vb.'^

blith, joyfully, i. xi. 4.

bliue, forthwith, n. iii. iS. Cf. beliue.
bloncket, grey : h. liveryes — grev coal

S. C. May 5.

blont, rough, rude, unpolished, S. C. Sef.

109. Cf. blunt,

blooded, /'a. part, wet or smeared with bloc

Avior. Son. 20.

bloodshed, n. vi. 34.
bloosme, blossom, bloom, iv, viii. 2, vi. Pre

4, S. C. Jan. 34.

bloosraing, ///. adj. S. C. May 8
;
pres. par

p. 411 : blossoming, flowering.
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lot, ib. blemish, disgrace, vi. xii. 41, C/ow/

697.
lot, blotten, vb. to sully, defame, blemish.

IV. i. 4, 51, V, ix. 38, VI. xii. 28.

lubbred, ppl. adj. tear-stained, -swollen, i.

i. 9, II. i. 3, V. i. 13, Daphn. 551.
lunt, uncultivated, vi. xi. 9.

oad^, to bode, indicate, vii. vi. 23.

oad, bode 2, pret. sojourned, dwelt, abode,

xi. 60, Hubberd 400. Cf. bide ^
odrag, bo(r)draging, hostile incursion,

aid, II. X. 63, Clout 315.
ollet, bullet, I. vii. 13,

olt, arrow, .S'. C. March 70.

ond, pa. part, bound, i. i. 3, iv. viii. 21.

Hubberd 1 33.

onddge, 11. xi. i.

one, leg, S. C. March 52.

onefier, bonfire, Epith. 275.
onetto, boimtrt, cap, Three Lett. p. 625.

ongn^ely, bungling, slovenly. Three Lett.

3. 629.

onie, bony, comely, beautiful, Clout Ho, 96,

2.

onilasse, a beautiful girl, S. C. Aug. 77-S.

ooke-redd, ppl. adj, educated, Hubberd 35K.

Done, petition, prayer, 111. vii. 34. iv. ii. 50,

>
'X. 34-
orde, .<ee bord.

OOt, gain, advantage, profit, in. xi. 9, v. ix.

o ; booty, VII. vii. 38.

>ote, vb. to avail, prufit, I. iii. 20, 11. 1.

6, v. 3, III. xi. 16, IV. xii. 25, S. C. Sept.

>OteleR8e, unprofitable, useless, I. ii. 2 ; adv.

Hubberd 400.

rd, boord, sb. tabic, in. x. 6, Twt Lett.

. 636; c(iiivcrsalii)n, intercourse, iv. iv. 13;

roast, VI. xii. 1 ; at b. agjintt, alongtidc,

3fiat 42.

rd, boord, vb. to speak, atldrc»», accoit,

I. ii. 5, IV. 24, ix. 2, xii. 16. III. ill. ii>: to

order on, approach, iv. xi. 43.

ordraffinff, ut bodrac.
re, pn. fart, borne, iv. iv. 4.

rrell, nulc, ni»tic, .V. C. y^ly 95.

rrow, borow«, pledge, security, S. (\

May 131, Sept. i/>, Jfiibherd H5J : by my dear

•by our Saviour ((il»»nc), .V. C. May 150.

ome, IV. xi. 43.

ifliet projection in cctttic of thicltl. 1. ii. 1 \,

y» «'• .fS. yyorldi Vnnitie Ij^o.

Uget. bow*, Iraihern {much, 1

Three Lett. p. 615.

OOgbtt coil, fold, knot, 1. i. lf>, \>. •,

nat 255.

botdt, to silt, II. iv. 24.

bovind, to go, lead, l. x. 67.

bounse, to beat, thump, iii. xi. 27.

bounteous, virtuous, in. i. 49, ii. 10, xi. 10.

bountie, -y, goodness, virtue, n. iii. 4, 24,
III. i. 49, ix. 4.

bountiest, iiio>t virtuou>, in. v. 8.

bountihed, bountyhed, gt-nerosit), n. x. 2,

III. i. 4I, iii. 47.
bourdon, burden, accompaniment (of a song)!

Past. Aeglogue 77.

bourne, boundary, n. vi. 10.

bout, about, vi. v. 11.

bouzing, ppl. adj. drinking, tippling, i. iv.

22.

boue, above, iv, iv. 37, R. T. l 10.

bow-bent, bent like a bow, v. Hrol. 6.

bowr, muscle, 1. viii. 41.

bowre, sb. bower, inner room, chamber, i. I.

55, III. i. 58.

bowro, vb. to lodge, shelter, vi. I'rol. 4, vi.

V. 6.

boystroua, rough, mde, 1. viii. lo.

brae?, to cncompas$, S. C. Sept. 1 24. *

brag, proudly, boastfully, S.C. Feb. 71.

bragging, proud, boistful, S. C. Ftb. 115.

brogly, ostentatiously, boastff lly, S. C. March
14.

brake, fern, bracken, 11. xi. 22, S. C. Dec. 102.

branio, longing, in. li. 52.

bransle, dance, in. x. S.

brost, pret. burst, 1. r. 31, viii. 4, in. vii. 40,

IV. iii. 12, v. viii. 8, xi. aS, Petrarch 39.

braue, splendidly, finely, 1. iv. 8; beautiful,

fair, II. iii. 24, xii. 83, R. T. 94.

br&uely, paily, splendidly, n. vi. 13.

brftucry, finery,.V. C. Epistle p. 41S, HuhiHrd

60S, S58, Three Lett. p. ()J5.

brawnod, brawny, wi
'

|>**l, 1. viii. 4I.

bray, bruic, to rr out, gaip out,

ultcr, give forth, 1. vi. 7, vtti. II, 11. i. 38, v,

xi. 20.

braynopan, skull, vi. *i. 30,

brooch, brriLliM- injury, 1. viii. m. " *•'•

56 ;
gap, t turr, 11. vii. J >(

breaches - ».•;.» «i.m It break out inlr. .i.ii....i .i^

,

III. iv, 35; vioUiion, VI. ii. 42, //w^n/ 114I.

breaded, bmiJed, pUited, 11. ii. 15, in. ii. 50.

breare, briji, 1. x. j^t,, m. xi. 37. .Vrr d/*o

brrre.

liroath'd. pret. retted, vi. xi. 47.

brottthfnll. mil fi btraih, iv. v. j8.

brochc, breeoh, biccchci, v. ix. 10. 5". f"

Feb. 3^2.

breed, to caotr, prtNluce, b viU IJi U'-

Cluuf 697.
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breme, breem, cold, chill, rough, harsh, vu.

vii. 40, S. C. Feb. 43, Dec. I48.

bren, brenne, to burn, 111, iii. 34. brent,
pre/. 1, ix. 10, in. i. 47 ;

pa. fart. S. C. May
267 ; ppl. adj. 1. xi. 28, R. T. 19.

brere, briar, 111. i. 46, S. C. May 10, Amor.
Son. 26.

brickie, fragile, brittle, iv. x, 39, R. T. 499.
bridale, wedding, wedding feast, w. xi. 9, v.

ii. 3, Proth. 17.

brigandine, a small, light vessel for fighting,

IV. ii. 16, Miiiop. 84.

brigant, brigand, vi. x. 39.
brim, edge (of shield), iv. iii. 34; edge (of

horizon), v. ix. 35 ; edge, limit, vi. xii. 26.

brimston, 11. x. 26.

britch, breeches. Three Lett. p. 625. cf.

breche.
brize, bryze, gadfly (viod. breeze), vi, i. 24,
Worlds Vanitie 24.

broad-blazed, widespread, widely proclaimed,

1. X. II,

brocage, pimping, procuration, S. C. p. 416,
Hubberd 851.
broch, to begin, commence, m. i. 64.
brode, abroad, afar, 1. iv. 16, iv. iii. 5.

brond, brand (of lightning), i. viii. 21
;

sword, brand, i. iv. 33, 11. viii. 22, 37.
brands = embers, brands, 11. vii. 36.

brondiron, sword, 111. xii. 24, iv. iv. 32, vi.

viii. 10.

brood, parentage, extraction, lineage, race, 1.

iii. 8, X. 64, 11. vii. 8?, v. vii. 21.

brooding, breeding, v. xi. 23.

brooke, to endure, bear, remain, iii. iv, 44,
IV. ii. 40, VI, iv. 21.

broome, broom (plant), vi. ix. 5.

brouze, twig, iii. x. 45.
brouzed, pa. part, eaten (by cattle), S. C.

Feb. 236.

brunt, stroke, assault, n. viii. 37, v. xi. 59,
S. C. p. 427, Amor. xii. at the instant b. —
suddenly, at starting, vi. xi. 9.

brusd, to, see tobrusd.
brust, to burst, S. C. p. 435 ;

pret. iii. i. 48,
viii. 25, V. viii. 22, Worlds Vanitie 80; pa.

part, broken, burst, iv. iv. 41, v. xi. 31,
Past. Klegie 106

; pres. part, brusting, iii.

iii. 19.

bruted, bruited, noised abroad, Hubberd 188.

brutenesse, brutishnesse, brutality, stupid-

ity, II. viii. 12, IV. vii. 45, Teares 270.
bubble glas, glass as thin as a bubble, R. T.

50-

buckle, to make ready, gird oneself (in

armour), v. xi. 10; refl. v. xii. 16, vi. viii. 12.

buegle, glass beads, S. C. Feb. 66.

bufife, blow, stroke, i. ii. 17, xi. 24, 11. i

bug, apparition, goblin (cf. 7nod. bugbear), i

iii. 20, xii. 25.

bugle, wild ox or buffalo, i. viii. 3,

bulks, hull or hold of a ship, v. xi. 29.

bullion, solid gold or silver, in. i. 32.

Bunduca, Boadicea, 11. x. 54.
burdenous, heavy, severe, v. xii, 19, S. I

May 132.

burganet, steel cap used by infantry, especial!

pikeinen, 11. viii. 45, iii. v. 31, Muiop. 73.
burgein, to bud, vii. vii. 43,
busket, small bush, .S*. C. May lo.

buskin, high boot, i. vi. 16 ; = tragedy, S. (

Oct. 113.

busse, a kiss, iii. x. 46.

but, unless, S. C. May 265 ; only, S. C. Ai^
112. but if— unless, iii. iii. 16, iv. viii. 2,

S. C. Sept. 143.

buxome, yielding, unresisting, obedient, 1. x

37, HI, ii. 23, VI. viii. 12, S. C. Sept. 141

Hubberd 626.

by-, see bi-.

by-accident, side issue, p. 407.
by and by, immediately, i. x. I, 11. vii. 21

viii. 4, Hubberd 1092 ; in succession, one t

one ?, VII. vii. 27,

bydding base, see bace sb.

by-disputation, incidental argument, Thr
Lett. p. 624.

bynempt, named, mentioned, S. C. July 21 j\

declared, uttered (on oath), promised, 11.

60, S. C. Nov. 46 {Glosse bequethed).

byte, to eat, i. i. 23,

Byze, Byzantium, R. R. 296.

cabinet, arbour, bower, 11. xii, 83, S. C. De
17 ; cottage, dwelling, Daphn. 558.

ceerule, deep blue, azure. Gnat 163.

caitiue, caytiue, sb. villain, wretch, 11, i. .

viii. 37,

caitiue, caytiue, adj. captive, 1, vii, 19, i:

1 1 ; mean, base, 11. iii. 35, in. vii. 16,

calamint, an aromatic herb of the gem
Calamintha, in, ii. 49.

call, sb. netted cap or head-dress, 1. viii. 46.

camphora, a tree or plant which yields carr

phor, 111. ii. 49.
carnaarick, cambric, Three Lett. p. 625.
camus, camis, a light, loose dress of silk;

chemise, shirt, tunic, n. iii. 26, v. v. 2.



GLOSSARY. 671

can, knows, S. C. Feb. 77,
an,/or gan, did, 1. i. 8, x'. 39, iv. iii. 20, iv.

29, vi. 3.

anapee, canopy, 1. v. 5.

ancred, venomous, corrupt, i.iv.30, 11. i. i
;

malignant, ill-tempered, envious, 111. ix. 3,

Clout 680.

ancker worme, caterpillar or insect larva

which destroys plants, S. C. Feb. i 79.

andida, /»se7/^o«_ym, Clout 574.
anon bitt, a smooth, round bit, 1. vii. 37.

antion, song, S. C. p. 458.
anuase, to discuss, S. C. p. 420.

apias, writ of arrest, vi. vii. 35.

apitayn, captain, 11. xi. 14.

apon, a term of reproach, coward, 111. viii. 15.

aprifole, honeysuckle or woodbine, 111.vi.44.

aptiuaunce, captiuance, captivity, in.

vii. 45, v. vi. 17.

aptiue, to capture, v. viii. 2. ciptiud, pret.

II. iv. 16. captiued, captiu'd, pit. fart. 111.

i. 2, v. vi. 1 1, VI. viii. 13, Gntil 490.

apuccio, hood of a cloak, 111. xii. 10.

ard, chart, map, 11. vii. I, iii.ii. 7.

are, object or matter of concern, 11. x. 37 ;

trouble, sorrow, grief, iv. viii. 5, v. xi. 1 3, vi.

iii. 24.

arefull, full of care, sad, sorrowful, i. i. 44,

vi. 6, viii. 15, ill. i. 58, iv. vii. 41, S. C. Jnu.

Arg. 49, 7S, May 190, Nov. 6r.

areles8e, nncf)nscious, free from care, 1. ii.

45, Daphii. 137; unlc!uk-d, uiicircd tor, iv.

iv. 3«-

&riere, career, course, R. R. 21S.

arke, sorrow, grief, 1. i. 44, A". C A'or. (/k

sarle, churl, base fellow, 1. ix.f4, 11. xi. 16, in.

ix. 3, IV. v. 44. VI. iii. 34.

;arol, carroll, si), song. Clout 87, Epith. 259.

jarol, carroll, v/».: tr. to sing, vi. ix. 9 : intr.

to sing a lively or joyous strain, vi. ix. 5, S. C.

Feb. Ui, Of/. '5 2
;

(o! birds) Kptlh. 79.

aroling, sb. singing, vi. ix. 35, //. lUnutit

262.

larriage.cariage, burden, vi. iii. 34 ; action,

conduci, GVia/ 488 : Uluviuur, demeanour,

Hubbtrd 777.
iftrrol, tee oarol.

iftruen, to cut, il.C. .Srji. 41.

>aruer, (tree) uicd f<»r larving work, i. i. 9.

e, condition, plight, iv, viii. 38. I'roth. I40

Mt, »/'. bout, III. X. 35 I. 4 ; couple (ol utciHis),

VI. vii. 9; time, op; ortmnly, vi. viii. 51;

,
throw, A". C. Fpittlf p. 4! 7 J I'm k. Thrtt l.tll.

p. 6a a I. 8. ntrt ihtir ulmo%l e. - almost dead,

VI. V. 9.

t, vb. to resolve, purpose, plan, I. )|« a, X

6S (rejf.), xi, 28, Ml. vii. 38, vi. v. 17, 6'. C.
Mar. 63, Oct. 2 ; to attempt, .9. C. Feb. 189,
Oct. 103, Hubberd 27 ; to consider, S. C. Sept.

114.

castory, colour (red or pink), extracted from
castoreuiUy 11. ix. 4I.

casualtye, chance, haphazardness, S. C. p. 4 16.

causen, to explain, 111. ix. 26.

caue, to make into a cave, iv. v. 33.
cease, to stop, check, v. iv. 20.

cemitare, scimitar, v. v. 3.

centonel, sentinel, 1. ix. 41, iv. ii. 36.

certes, certainly, 1. vii. 52, 111. ii. 9, vii. 58.

certify e, to notify, Two Lett. p. 636.
cesse, to cease, iv.ix. i.

cesure, stop, interruption, interval, 11. x. 68.

chatifar : to c. K'on/.v = to bandy words, 11. v.

2. chaffred, pa. part, sold, exchanged, S. C.

Sept. 10
;
pret. HubberJ 1

1 59.

chaire, dear, iii. v. 51

.

chalenge, challenge, */>. ciai.n, u. vui. ^7 ;

accusation, iv. ix. 36.

chalenge, i'/>. to claim, 1. iv. ao, iv. i. 35, ii.

2<, iv. S, V. 23, Hiiltberd 137 ; to track (the

quairy). 11. i. 1 a.

chamelot, camlet (an Kastrni fabric): water c.

= camlet with a wavy or watered surface, iv.

xi. 45.

chanifred, furrowed, wrinkled, S. C. Feb. 43.

champiau, champion, open country, plain,

V. ii. 15, VII. vi. 54, K. R. 431, Muiop. 149.

ploinr c. open c()untry, vi. iv. j6.

championease, female champion, warrior, 111.

xii. 4 I

.

chappollane, chaplain, confessor, ill. vii. 58.

chapter, capital of a column, Bellay 45, Efi*

f^ritftn p. 607.
ohariicter, image, ^>rm, v. vi. a.

chargofull, oneroii«, vi. ix. 3a.

Charillin, p%euJ(inytu, Clout 54O.

oharot, charr«t, chariot, 1. v. 3S, m. ^ n. 41,

Teare% 9
charnio, »/». n»np, Ttare* 444.

chanun. i-A. to pluv. tune, v. ix. tj, S. C. Oet.

I 1 8, Clout 5.

ohaat, pure, stainlf»». 1. v. 3S.

ohaufe, ohauff, s6. lage, patMon, v. n. 15, vi,

ii. 21, V. 19.

ohaufo, fb. to rub. 1. vii. ai. vii. vii. a9 ; to

clufe, bct.imc angrv, I. vii. 37, 11. iv. 3a, vi.

xii. 36 ; to t*ec, II. in. 46. iv. iv. 39.

ohaulTpd. r.l, chafed, 1.

«"• .\.\ ;
'

ohnunrrlull. '"•/ yH.

ohAungr, 1 . . .

ohaw, (6. jaw. 1. tv. 30.
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chaw, vb. to chew, i. iv. 30, in. x. 18, v, vi.

19, xii. 39, Gnat 86 ; to meditate on, 11. iv.

chayre, throne, Teares 510.

chearen, to become cheered up, courageous,

I. X. 2 ; to encourage, i. iii. 34 ; pa. part,

entertained, regaled, m, i. 42.

cheere, chere, cheare, countenance, 1. i. 2,

ii. 42, IV. i. 50 ; aspect, S. C. Feb. 26 ; food,

S.C. July 188 ; mood, iv. ii. 51, S. C. Apr.

69, Nov. 151, Past. Aeglogne 23.

checked, chequered, 11. xii. 18.

checklaton, ciclaton, a stuft' of silk or cloth

of gold, VI. vii. 43.

chepe, .s6. price, charge, vi. xi. 40.

cherelie, cheerfully, cheerily, Teares 321.

cheriping, vbl. sb. chirping, S. C. June 55.
cherishment, tenderness, cherishing, Teares

576-
cherry, to cheer, delight, vi. x. 22.

cheuisaunce, enterprise, 11. ix. 8, iii. vii. 45,
*xi. 24, .S". C. May 92.

cheuisaunce, a flower (wall-flower ?), 5. C.

Apr. 143.

chickens: faithlesse chickens, heathen brood,

III. iii. 46.

chiefe, head, top, S. C. Nov. 1 15.

chill, to shiver (with cold), Hubberd 993.
chimney, fireplace, 11. ix. 29.

chine, back, vi. iii. 3.

chippes, parings of bread-crust, S.C. July 1 88.

chorle, churl, 111. vii. 15.

chyld, to give birth to, vi. xii. 17,

chynd, /re/, split asunder, broke, iv. vi. 13.

ciuil, civilized, Hubberd 45.
ciuilite, civilization, vi. Prol. 4 ; courtesy,

chivalry, in. i. 44, vi. i, 26.

clad, to clothe, vi.iv. 4.

clambe, pret. climbed, vii. vi. 8.

clame, to call, shout, iv.x. 11.

clap, sb. stroke, iv. x. 9, Gnat 519.
clap, vb. to shut, slam, iii. xii. 3.

dark, clerk, scholar, v. x. i. Teares 335.
claue, pret. cleaved. Gnat 56S.

clawbacke, sycophant, toady, Three Lett. p.

621.

cleane, clene, cleene, entirely ; adv. 1. i. 50,
IV. vii. 13, V. X. 25, VII. vii. 52, S. C. pp. 426,

443' 447; adj. pure, 1. x. 58.

cleanly, cdj. artful, Hubberd 857 ; adv. art-

fully, Hubberd 862.

clearkly, learnedly. Three Lett. p. 614.
deep, clepe, to call, name, 11. iii, 8, ix. 58,
IV. X. 34, VI. X. 8, Worlds Vanitie 58, Clout

demence, clemency, v. vii. 22.

clew, plot

—

lit. a ball of thread, ii.i. 8 ; bal

(of silk). 111. xii. 14.

cliefife, cliflf, iv. xii. 5.

clift ', cliflf, I. viii. 22, 11. xii. 4, 7, 8, in. iv. 7.

clift^, chink, opening, crack, iv. ix. 27.

dim, to climb, in. iv. 42.

clinck, chink, keyhole, .S*. C. May 251.

clipping, pres. part, clasping, embracing, in

viii. 10.

clogd, encumbered, burdened, in. x. 35.

clombe, pret. mounted, climbed, i. x. 49, in

iii. 61, IV. V. 46.

close, secret, hidden, in. i. 56, iv. iv. 16, Bella

174, Amor. Son. 25.

closely, secretly, 1. vi. 32, in. ii. 28, vi. 16

Hubberd 331.
clouch, clutch, III. X. 30, v. ix. 11.

clout, shred, rag, I. ix. 36; cloth, 5. C. May 242

clouted ', ppl. adj. covered with a clout

cloth, S. C. Mar. 50.

clouted'^ (cream), />/)/. adj. clotted, S. C. Not

99.
clone, pret. cleaved, 11. ii. 3, vi. 31. clouen
pa. part. 1. v. 1 2.

cloyd, pret. pierced, gored, in. vi. 48.

clyme, to climb, mount, i. iv. 17.

coast ', quarter, region, m. iii. 6.

coast*: on even c. = on equal terms, 11. iii. i
J

cf, cost,

coasted, pret. approached, v. ii. 29.

coch, coach, iv. iii. 46.

cockatrice, serpent, identified with th

basilisk, fabulously said to kill by its mer
glance, Amor. Son. 49.

cock-bote, a small, light boat, in. viii. 24.

cocked (hay), heaped up, made into havcocks

S.C. Nov. 12.

cockel, cockle, a weed which grows in corn

fields, S.C. Dec. 124.

cognizaunce, recognition, n. i. 31.

colled, pret. embraced, in. ii. 34.
colour, vb. to disguise, hide, vi. x. 37.
colourable, specious, plausible, deceptive, in

iii. 19, S. C. May Arg. 9.

colourably, with a hidden meaning, ineta

phorically, S. C. p. 427.
coloure, sb. pretence, S. C. p. 455.
coloured, ppl. adj. disguised, hidden, S. C
Feb. 162.

colt wood, leaves, &c. of coltsfoot, in. ii. 49
colwort, plant of the cabbage kind (genui

Brassica), Muiop. 200.

comber, to encumber, S. C. Feb. 133. com-
bred, ppl. adj. hindered, impeded, i. viii. 10,

corabrous, cumbrous, harassing, i. i. 23, ii,

ix. J 7.
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COmbyned, joined, fastened, iv, x.40, Beautie

205.

comen, coninion, usual, .S". C. "June 45.
commandement, command, control, Clout

263.

Commen, common, tu converse, 11. ix. 41,
V. ix. 4.

comment, to devise, invent (of a false state-

ment), VII. vii. 53.
commixtion, copulation, vi.vi. \z.

Com.mixture, minghng, mixture, vi. i, 8
;

copulation. Clout S02.

commodity, -ie, advantage, vi. xi. 10, Tio
Lett. p. 635.
Com.monly, familiarly, in intimate union, i x.

56.

compacte, agreed, arranged, v. vi. 16.

compacted, close, iii.i. 23.

compacture, compact structure, 11. ix. J4.

companie, s6. companion, iv. i. 38.

companie, v6. to be a gay companion, llubherd

506.

compare, compaire * (with), to vie with,

rival, II. V. 29, Ihiiup. 2'jl,Elegie 18.

compare ', to acquire, 1. iv. 28.

compasse, proportion, 11. ix. 24; extent,

range, 111. ix.46. /«com/'as — around, 111. iii. 10.

compassion, vb. to pity, Clortmia 2.

compast, ///. (liij. round, circular, iv. iv. 30.

compast, pa. part, contrived, in. vii. iS;

arranged (in a circle), Elegte 23.

compel, to force to come, 11. i. 5 ; to force,

constrain, i. vi. 26.

compile, compyle, to build, in. iii. 10; t(»

heap up, produce, ill. ii. 12, vi. 1 ; to compokc

(of a song), IV. viii. 4, lieautit 273 ; lo com-

pose, settle, IV. ix. I 7.

complaine, -playno, to l.imcnt, S. C. Sov.

44 ; to com|»o>e a» a complaint, Clout 5 I I

.

Complomeut.complctciKM, m. v. 5,5 ;
polite-

ness, courtesy, vi. x. 23, Jlubl>rt,t (ti}i ;
«•

-

compliihmcnt, coiiiumiiMtion, Jluhbtni 338,
(mock) courtesy, civility, Clout 790,

complexion, quahty, character, 'humour,*

'temperament,' 11. in. 2 2, ill. vi.H, vi. 38.

Compliwh, to u« ( (.nipli!.h, fullil, V. xi. 4I.

COmplot, CoIl^|'l(4( y, plot, llubbrrJ I 78,

complyno, thf |.Mt scrvnc of the djy ni llir

(•.ilhi.l .. ritual, llubbtnl 45I.

comportanco, l>rariiif);, l>chaviotif, 11. i. 29.

oompoHitlon, agreement, v. X. i? ; agrcrnicnl

(to pay money), vi, i. 43.

compound, to settle, compote, iii. Iii. J3 ; l«»

scttlr, ac.rcc (x\ to terms), v. xii. 4.

coinprohniul, to lontain, iv. I. 27.

OO'upri/.o, to pct».rivc,i«»mpfehciid, II. Ix. 49;

SPENSKR

to draw together, 111. vi. 19; to contam, vi.

viii. 18,

comprouinciall, of the same province, 111.

iii. 32.

con, to know, S. C. July 45, Stpt. 90.

conceipt, conceit, idea, v. vii. 38 ; concep-

tion, pp. 407, 409, 435, Elegit 124 ; opinion,

judgement, estimation, A". C p. 4-7> Clout

p. 536.
conceiptfull, clever, vi. xii. 16.

conceiue, to perceive, v. v. 31, 35.

concent, sh. harmony, in. xii. 5, Beautie 199.

concent, v6. to harmonize, iv. n. 2.

concrew, to grow into a mass, iv. vii. 40.

concurring, combining, Three Lett. p. O30.

cond, fret, learned, A'. C'. Feb. 92, Clout 74.

coudigne, worthy, vii. vi. 11.

condiscend, to consent, v. i. 25.

conditions, qualities, iii. ix. 4, lieautte 137.

conduct ', management, 11. ii. 25.

conduct '^, guide, vi. xi. 35.

conference, conversation. TSfO J^tt. p. 640.

confound, confounded, Muiop. 262.

confusion, destruition, S.C May JI9. «

cong^, leave, farewell, 11. i. 34, m. 2, ill. i. I,

Iilibberd I 109.

congregate, />a. part, congregatetl, assembled,

VII. vi. 1 9.

coniure, to entreat, i. xii. .'7 ; to conspire, v.

X. 26.

conue, can, S. C. EpiitU p. 417 ; to know,
S. C. June 65.

consent', wish, opinion, iv. vin. 50.

consent', har.nony, CrMrt/ 226. Cl. ooncrnt.

con.Hbrt, */>.' coinpaniun, vii. vi.51.

oonsbrt, ;6.* accord, i.xii. 4: harmony, ling-

iiig logetlicr, III. i. 40, f*n\t. Aegtogut 31.

consort, x-b. 10 combine, unite, n. xii. "O,

t.le^ie 76.

couapyre, to aj»fr«», .^ C. p. 45?*.

eonatraino, t out bj fuuc, \. vi. 19:

to iiu iir, llul'

coUMtruiut, lone, 1. vii. 34: ct»nfinrmcn!, 1.

X. 2 ; dulrcss, II. II. 8, S, ( . May 249.

oont»giou, contagioui quality ur iiiHuencv, v.

vii. II, Muiop. 256.

contalno, to restrain, control, iil«U. 7t VtXiL

I , \ I. VI, 7.

cont«»ok, itrifr, discord, in. i.64, A'. ('. May

lit, tontcnineil, JcspiieJ, 8%C, Stim,

contontiitlon. Mi»sfa«tion, Thrt* L*t.'.p. fit*),

continont, land, raith. ill. iv. 30, V ;

oontinuAUnoo. slay, delay, vi. iii. I9.

oonlrdot, pa. part. OMiiracird, ill. ix. 4a.
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contraire, to oppose, hinder, vii. vi. 7.

contrary, contrarie, ii. ii. 24, xi. 6, 111. ii.

40, IV. i. 42, iii. 27.

contriue, to pass, spend (time), 11. ix. 48.

controlement, control, restraint, Three Lett.

p. 629.

controuerse, controversy, dispute, iv. v. 2.

conuaid, pa. part, removed, i. ii. 24.

conuenable, in agreement, conformable, S. C.

Sept. 175.

conuent, to summon together, vii. vii. 17.

conuert, rejl. to turn one's attention, v. ix. 37.
conueyance, underhand dealing, Hubberd
856.

conuince, to conquer, iii.ii. 21.

coosen, s6. kinsman, iii. iii. 13.

coosen, adj. kindred, in. iv. I 2.

coosin, vb. to cozen, cheat, Hubberd 8'j^.

coosinage, fraud, Hubberd 857.
coosined, /re^. defrauded, Hubberd 862.

cope, sb. canopy, Love 95.
cope, v6. to make an exchange, Hribberd ^2";

.

eopesmate, partner, accomplice, Hubberd

939-
coportion, joint portion, vi. ii, 47.
corage, mind, nature, i. v. I, iii. ii. 10 ; anger,

wrath, III. X. 30.

corbe, sb. corbel, iv. x.6.

corbe, adj. bent, crooked, S. C. Feb. 56.

cordwayne,-waine, Spanish leather made
originally at Cordova, 11. iii. 27, vi. ii. 6.

cormoyrant, cormorant, 11. xii. 8.

coronall, circlet for head, coronet, 111. v. 53 ;

wreath, garland, S. C. Feb. 178, Epith. 255.
coronation, carnation, S. C. Apr. 138.

corpse, body (living), form, S.C. Nov. 168,
Beautie 135. corps, body (dead), 1. v. 38.

corse, body (dead), i. i. 24, ii. 24 ; body (living),

I. viii. 40, II. v. 23 ; stature, form, i, iii, 42,
corsiue, sb. corrosive (grief, annoyance), iv.

ix. 14.

CoTjdon, pseudonym, Clout 382.

Coshnxa., pseudonym, Clout 522.

cosset, hand-reared lamb, S. C. Nov. 42, 46,
206.

cost, coste, 56. point (of compass), direction,

VI. xii. I ; side, Hubberd 294. onequall cost =
on equal ground, on equal terms, iv. iii. 24.

cost, vb. to approach (cf. coast), Daphn. 39.
costmarie, an aromatic perenni(il plant allied

to the pansy, G?iat 670, Muiop. 195.
cot, boat, 11. vi. 9.

cote, house, S. C. 'July 162
;
profession, S. C.

Sept. III.

couch, to crouch, stoop, jii. i. 4. couched,
pa. part, set, placed, arranged, i. xi. 9, liellay

35; coucht, Elegie 12. couched, ppl
adj. lowered, i. iii. 34.

Gouchant, lying with the body rested on th<

legs and the head lifted up {herald.), 111. ii. 25,

could, knew, vi. v. 36.

count, consideration, esteem, iv. x. 18. cari

cnf/ c. = important consideration, v. x. 16.

countenance, sb. demeanour, i. iv. 15, iv. i

5 ;
position, standing, v. ix. 38, S. C. May 80

countenance, vb. to make a show of, pretend

II. ii. 16.

counter, sb. encounter, Teares 207.
counter, adj. opposnig, vi, xii. i.

countsrbuff, to rebuff, .S". C. p. 427.
counter-cast, antagonistic artifice, vi. iii. 16.

counterchaunge, requital, iii.ix. 16.

counterfect, false, counterfeit, S. C. Sept. 206
counterfesaunee, -feisance, counterfeiting

deception, i. viii. 49, iii. viii. 8, iv, iv. 27
Teares 197, Hubberd 667.

counterpeise, to counterbalance, v. ii. 46.

counterpoint, counter-slroke, Hubberd 1140
counterpoynt, app. plot, trick, stratagem

S. C. May Arg. p. 435.
counterpoys, to counterbalance, v. ii. 30,

counteruailable, to be matched or set up a:

equivalent. Three Lett. p. 631.
counteruaile, to resist, 11. vi. 29, vii, vi. 49
to reciprocate. Two Lett. p. 639.

countie, domain of a count, earldom, R. T
273-

coupe, coop, cage, prison, S. C. Oct. 72.

couplement, union (of two), iv. iii. 52, Proth.

95 ; couple, VI. v. 24.

coMvd, pret. covered, protected, 11. viii. 9.

courst, pret. ran a course (in a tournament)
IV. iv. 30 ; chased, v. iv. 44, ix. 16. coursec

(over) = recounted quickly, Three Lett. p. 61S
court, to pay court to, make love to, 11. ix. 34;
absol. II. ii. 15. courting, ppl. adj., R. T
202.

courting, frequenting the court, })ractice ol

a courtier, Hubberd 784.
couth, could, II. vii. 58, S.C. Jan. 10, Feb

190, June 41.

couert, concealing, 11. Prol. 5 ; covered, secret,

IV. viii. 9.

couerture, shelter, S. C. July 26 ; dissimula-

tion, deceit, Hubberd 6S3.

couet, to desire (ii///A /«/.), i. xii. 20, 11. xii, 20.

couetise, -ize, covetousness, 1. iv. 29, 111. iv,

7, S. C. Sept. 82, Hubberd 996, 1309.

cowardree, cowardice, Hubberd 9S6.

cowched, laid down, placed, Three Lett. p.

625.
cowheard, cowardly, v. viii. 50, x. 15.
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ccvherdize, cowardice, vi. x. 37.
coy, adj. hidden, secluded, iv. x. 22.

coye, vb. to act coyly, affect reserve, Three
Lett. p. 629.

cracknelle, light, crisp biscuit, .S'. C. Jan. 58,
Nov. 95.

craesie, cracked, Clout 374.
crag, cragge, neck, S. C. Feb. 82, Sept. 45.
craggy, rugged, rough, iv, vii. 25.

crake, yb. boasting, 11. xi. 10.

crake, vb. to boast, brag, v. iii. 16, vii. vii. 50.

crall, to crawl, i. i. 2, in. iii. 26.

cranck, adv. boldly, lustily, 6'. C. Seft. 46.

crank, 46. winding, vii. vii. 52.

craple, grapple, claw, v. viii. 40.

erased, /</>/. adj. impaired, 111. ix. 26.

cratch, manger, H. Love 226.

creakie, full ot" creeks, Bellay 119.

creast, helmet, iv. iv. 30. creast-front = Croui

of excrescence on dragon's head, Gnat 30S.

creasted, crested, adorned, iv. i. 13.

cremosiu, 11. xi. 3, S. C. Apr. 59 ; crerasin,

jS*. C. Ftb. 130, crimson.

crew, i>b.^ conjpany, band, 111. vii. I I, vii. vi.

I ^, Clout 931.
crewe, sb.'^ pot, S. C. Feb. 209.

crime, wrongdoing, sin [collect.), 11. xii. 75,

VII. vii. 18; (criminal) cause, I. xi. 46 ; accusa-

tion, S. C. Feb. 162.

crisped, ppl. adj. curled, 11, iii. 30.

critique, critical. Misc. Sonu. i.

crocke, pot, jar, v. ii. 33.

rooke, gallows (cross), v. v. iS
; bending ,ol

a path). VII. vii. 52.

roscut, to cut acrosi, iii. x. 59.

TOslot, small cross, 1, vi. 36.

croud, fiddle or viol, Fpith. 131.

ouper, crupper, 111. i. 6.

ruddle, to cmdlc, S. C. Feb. 46.

ruddy, curdled, 1. v. 29, m. iii. 4;. iv. ,h-

orudlcd,//'/. rt<//. curdled, I. vii.6,ix. 53, »V. T.

Feb. Aig. II, Fast. FUf^it I 52.

orucU, cruelly, iv, vii. 30, Clout 9O9.

umenall, pur»c, poutli, S. ('. Sept. 119.

cud, in»idc of tlir«ut ;
place whcie tu«l i»

clicwcd?. Gnat 86.

ufning, itriknig (-Mriininig ?). iv. iv. 29.

uU ("w/), to tclect, Ttnrtt p. 4S0.

ullambyno. Columbine (name "^ tl..»*^f^,

Amnr. S<»n. 64.

Itor, plnugh^liafc, Thtxi. 75.

Uluor, <lovc, II. vn. 34, Ttattt 346, Amor.

Son. y>i).

luorinK. rulverin.a kiiidof ciniinn.v. x. 54.

lUmbroUN. troublrmmr, I. i. 23. R T. 305.

unnyo, (onv, lai.bit, Tkrtt L*ti. p. ^15.

curat, curiet, cuirai>, .
. \ . .'o, v. viii. 34, vi.

v. S.

cxire, care, charge, i. v. 44.
curelesse, incurable, irremediable, m. x. 59,
VI. vi. 2, S. C. Aug. 104.

curious, inquisitive, prying, m. ix. 26 ; ela-

borate, Tearei 542 ; ingenious, Clout 8 ; adv.

carefully, iv, x. 22.

cursed, ill-fated, v. viii. 43.

curtaxe, cutlass, iv. ii. 42.

curtoll, abbreviation, Ttvo Lett. p. 639.
custome: o/c. = »i was usual, J/ubberd 245.

cut, fashion, shape, Ilubberd 211.

cypher, letter, character, in. ii. 25,45.

D

dendale, skilful, in. Prol. 3 ; fertile, iv. x. 45.

diifTadillies, -dowudillios, daffodils, 111. iv.

29, xi. T,2, S. C. Jan. 2i, Apr I40.

daiat, choice, dainty, i. x. 3, ill. Prol. 3. iv. i.

5. dayntiest {mperl.), 11. xii. 43.

dainty, daintiness, fastidiousness, 1. ii. 37. ,

dalliaunce, amorous talk or play, 1. viii. 5, 11.

ii. 35, Tearei 186.

dallie, to triric, iv. i. 36.

damb.dam (milUI.), v. xi. 31.

dambo, dam (of a lamb), S. C. Aug. 39.

damo, 1-tdy, n. vi. 33.

damme, mother (of a bird), Epigrami p.

^)07.

damn, damue, to condemn, v. x. 4, Hubhtrd

I 244, .Wise. Sunn. i.

damnifydo,/fi. p<irt. injured, 1. xi. 53. 11. vU

4.V

dainoEoll, damsel, 11. i. 19.

Dan, a titir ; Matlcr.Sir, 111. viii. 31, iv. ii. 3a.

Dunlik, D.v i^li. IV. X. 31.

Diiphno, /N«'-../.'"v»n, (7i>m/ 3S6.

dapper, neat, pretty, A'. C. 0<t. 13.

dared, pa. part, afraid, S. C. Aug. 34.

darkiiom, djrk, itt. iii. 1 3, 15.

dnrraiiio, darrayne, to »ci tmopt in amy,
prepare, lor balllc. I. iv. 40. vii. II, ii. il. »6.

III. i. 30. IV. iv. 36. V. 34, V. II 15, XII. 9 ; to

order, arrange (a b-ittte), iv. M. 4,

darrr. to dare, in. I'rol. s.

darrfKl. ppJ. adj. frightened, leftlried (d.

damdi, vii. vi. 47.

<Iaw (4. k.!.»v» ,
I. 1. //..'•'vm/9IJ.

dnjroa-iimn. n.«<!M! i. Mnl/r, lu viU. ift.

dnyr'hotmo, dairv. n 1 » > 4**.

dase, lo brwiUlrr. in. vn 7 ^•<'» ^tM0d,

pa. part. daKlrd. lirwiMrfe«l, 1. • lX •«»•

JO, III. VII. 13 Amor. ho.», J| ; tf- <»**/• »•

viii. 31.



e-jG GLOSSARY.
dead, to deaden, deprive of force, vigour,

Epitaph (2) 38. deaded, pa. part. iv. x i.

20, VI. vii. 25, xi. 33.
dead-doing, death-dealing, murderous, 11. iii.

8, Amor. Son. i,

deadly, death-like, 1. iii. Il ; mortal, fatal, 1.

vii. 23, xi. 49; adv. 111. i. 38.

dealth, bestov^'s, iv. i. 6.

deare, .s6. injury, harm, i. vii. 48.
deare, adj.^ valuable, 111. iv. 23; (as i6.) dar-

ling, I. vii. 16.

deare, adj? sore, grievous, 11. v. 38, xi. 34;
hard, Past. Elegie 124.

dearely, boldly, resolutely, 11. viii. 1 1 ; griev-

ously, at great cost, 1. iv. 42, v. iii. 36, J^. T.

504.
dearling, sb. lover, iv. viii. 54; darling,

Teares 14.

dearling, adj. darling, iv. Prol. 5.

dearnelie, dearnly, sorrowfully, dismally

II. i. 35, Daphn. 196. See also dernely.
deaw, sb. dew, i. i. 36, 39.

deaw, vb. to bedew, sprinkle, i. xi. 48, n. ii. 6,

V. xii. 13.

deawy, -ie, dewy, 1. ii. 7, v. 2.

deha,Td, pa. part, stopped, v. ix. 36.

debate, sb. struggle, battle, strife, contest, 11.

viii. 54, X. 58, IV. Prol. l, vi. iii. 22, viii. 13,

Miltop. 305.
debate, vb. to strive, contend, 11. i. 6, iii. ix.

14, VI. iv. 30.

debatement, strife, contention, 11. vi. 39.

debonaire, gracious, courteous, i. ii. 23, 111.

i. 26, v. 8.

Debora, iii. iv. 2.

decay, sb. destruction, death, i. ii. 41, vi. 48,
11. iii. 15, viii. 51, xi. 41, iii. vii. 41, xi. 52,
V. viii. 40, ix. 31, xii. 12. decayes, ruins,

;?./?. 454.
decayd, vb. pret. became weaker, vi. i. 21

;

pa. part, destroyed, 111. viii. 4.

deceaved, pa. part, taken away by deceit, v.

iii. 30.

deceipt, deceit, S. C. p. 419, Teares 492.
decesse, death, v. x. 11.

decreed, pa. part, resolved on, determined,

IV. vi. 8.

lecrewed, /)rf/. decreased, iv. vi. 18.

deducted, /'/>/. adj. reduced, weakened, Love
106.

deeme, deemen, to think, consider, in. viii.

3, S. C. Feb. 38, Clo7it 575 ; to judge, iv. iii,

4, V. 6, V. i. 28 ; to discern, distinguish,

V. i. 8; to judge of, estimate, Love 168; to

imagine, Arnor. Son. 85. d. his payne

—

adjudge his punishment, iv. xii. ii. dempt,

pa. part, considered, iii. xi. 23; judged, /re/.

II. vii. 55, ^. C. Aug. 137.
deene, din, noise {Jig.), p. 412,
deface, to abash, put out of countenance, 11.

iv. 25, Hubberd 707 ; to destroy, extinguish,

II. viii. 25, Worlds Vanitie 1^2, Amor. Son.

31. defaced, pa. part, destroyed, Teares

399. See also defaste.

defaicted, pa. part, defeated, S. C. p. 443.
defame, disgrace, dishonour, 11. v. 26, iii. i. 27,

v. i. 28, iii. 38, ix. 43, VI. v. 15.

defaste, pa. part, of 'deface', destroyed, 11.

iv. 14, 111. ii. 28. defast, broken (law), 11.

viii. 31.

defeasance, defeat, i. xii. 12.

defeature, undoing, ruin, iv. vi. 17*

defend, to ward off, 11. xii. 63, iv. iii. 32, Gnai

523-
deflly, deftly, skilfully, S. C. Apr. ill.

define, to decide, settle, iv. iii. 3.

deflore, to deflower, desecrate, Beautie 59.

deforme, hideous, deformed, i. xii. 20, 11. xii.

24.

deformed,/'n./ar/. rendered hideous, disfigured,

n. V. 22.

deformed, /'/)/. adj. {Jig.), hateful, i. ix. 48.

defray, to settle {Jig-), appease, 1. v. 42, iv.

V, 31. defraide, defrayd, pa. part, dis-

charged, paid {Jig.^, V. xi. 41, vi. viii. 24.

degendered, /)fl./nr/. degenerated, v. Prol. 2.

degeudering, pres. part, degenerating, //.

Love 94.

degenerate, to cause to degenerate, Teares

436.
degree : in /aire rf. = in a pleasant manner, m.
xii. 18; by (f. = according to rank, v. ix. 27;
dearest in d. =as dearly as possible. Clout I4.

deign, to notice (favourably\ Thest. 2 1 ; to

condescend to accept, S. C. Jan. 63.

delay, to weaken, temper, 11. iv. 35, ix. 30,

IV. viii. I. delayd, pa. part, quenched, iii.

xii. 42.

delice, deluce, see flowre delice.

d61ices, delights, pleasures, n. v. 28, iv. x. 6,

v. iii. 40.

delight, charm, iv. xi. 6.

dell, hole, S. C. March 51.

delue, cave, pit, den, 11. vii. Arg., viii. 4. ui. iii.

7, IV. i. 20.

demaine, demeanour, bearing, 11. viii. 23.

demeane, sb. demeanour, behaviour, 11. ix. 40,

V. v. 51 ; treatment, vi. vi. 18.

demeane, vb. to ill-treat, abuse, vi. vii. 39.

demeand, pret. behaved to, treated (well),

Clout 68 1.

demeauure, 111. i. 40, iv. i. 5, Past. Elegie 20;



GLOSSARY. ^11
IX. 2' demeanour, be-

1

1

1 4; to

demeasnure, 11

1

haviour.

demerite, to merit, deserve, Elegie 1 30.

demisse, submissive, base, //. Love 136.

dempt, see deeme.
denay, to deny, iii. xi. 11, vi. xi. 15. de-
nayd, fret. iii. vii. 57 ;

pa. part. iv. xii. 28.

denominate, /a. part, called, S. C. p. 443.
dent, stroke, blow, iv. vi. 15.

deowe, deow, dew, iii. xii. 13, Past. Elegie

191. Cf. deaw.
depainted, pa. part, depicted, ir. v

scribed, Clout 898.
depart, sb. departure, in. vii. 20.

depart, to divide, separate, 11. x

remove, in. iv. 6.

depasturing, consuming, feeding on {Jig.), n.

xii. 73.

depeincten, to depict, S. C. Apr. 69. de-
peincted,/)fl. />flr/. in. xi. 7.

dependant, attached, hanging, iii. xii. 10.

depend, to hang, S. C. Jan. 42. depending,
pres, part. 11. xii. 4, Amor. Son. 25 {^g- =
wavering), depended, />r*/. {Jig.), iv. ix. 24.

depraue, to dcUmc, pervert, v. vii. 32, xii.

34, Amor. Son, 29.

der-doing, doing of daring deeds, i, vii. 10.

dernely,disn>ally, grievously, iii.i. 14, xii. 34.

dernfull, nifiurnfii!, Thest. 90.

derring do, doe, daring deeds, 11, iv. 42, vi.

derring dooer, daring doer, iv. ii. 38.

derth, scire ity, i. ii. 27.

deryue, to obtain, appropriate, v. ix. 41.

deriued, /rt, part, taken away, 1. iii. 2
;

carried a< rcAS, iv. iii. 13.

dOKcant, melody sung txtcmporc upon a pl.iiii-

soiig, ground, or bass, to which it ft)rni» tbc

air, A/'/VA, 81.

descriuc, to describe, 11. iii. 25, vt. xii. 21.

descry , doscrie, to pcr.ceivc, discover, 11. iv.

37, xii. 34, V. iii. 32 ; to reveal, iv. i. 3a, vi.

vii. 13. doMOrido, -yde, prtt. j>crceivcd,

Hubh-rd 1 30 1, Clout 675 ; revealed, I. x. 34 ;

pa. part, trcu, revealed, vi. iii. 2; //'/. ailj.

perceived, it. xii, 35.

deaino, to indicate, IV. iii. 37, v. vii. 8, Amtr.

Son. 74.

deiipairofuU, hopetrti, 11. xii. 8.

deaptfrate, despairing, iv. iii. 25.

denplght, aiigcr, 1. i. 50, S. C. Jan.

wrriiig, injury, it. i. I4. in. i. 24. iv. {

»pitc, llialur. III. i. 65, Ttarti 46; drfumc,

V. iii. 31, Dnfh'i. 442. in ile*fift o/— In

ipitc of, Dnfh'i. 443; I'l ffiy </. -in ipHc of

me, III. iv. I4.

despightfull, malicious, spiteful, 11. i. 15.

despiteous, malicious, 11. vii. 62.

despoile, to undress, disrobe, i. x. 17, 11. xi. 49.
desse, dais, iv. x. 50.

desynde, pa. part, destined, iv. vii. 30.

detaine, 56. detention, v. vi. 15.

detect, to expose, accuse, v. ix. 48 ; to reveal,

Mniop. 13.

detestable, 11. xii. S.

detter, debtor, v. v. 37,
deuicefull, full of devices, ingenuity, ingeni-

ous, V. iii. 3, X. I, Teares 385.

deuise, deuize, to talk, converse, discourse,

I. X. 12, xii. 17, IV. vi. 10 ; to describe, recount,

III. i. 42, IV. viii, 3, S. C. Jan. 65 ; to guess,

II. ix. 42, III. X. 21 ; to plan, contrive, vi. ix.

30, 35, R. T. 295 ; to consider, vi. iv. 34, vii.

6. deuized, pa. part, designed, drawn, 11.

i. 31.

deuoyd, empty, 1. ix. 15.

d^uoyr, duty, i>\ C. Sept. 227.

dew, due, II. viii. 55 ; duly, v. v. 22.

dewelap, dewlap, fold of loose skin hatiEtng

from throat of cattle, S. C. Ftb. 74.

dowest, most deserved, appropriate, Iiuhb*rti

dewluU, duefull, due, iv. xi. 44, vii. vi. 35.
diapaat^, dijpnsoii, 11. ix. 22, Tearet 549.
diapred, fa. part, vaiicgated (with flowert),

Ef'ith. f I.

dido : bloudie </., dyed with blood, 11. xi. 21.

dieper, di.;pcr; a textile fabric y^cf. diapred),
Muiop. 364.

differd, fret, deferred, postponed, «v. iv. 36.

difforonco. variation, 11. xii. 71 ; alteration, 11.

xii. 87.

(liirimod,///. adj. dispersed, scattered, v. xi. 47.

«li«ht, to dctk,adt>rn, 1. jv. 1 4. S.C.M.iy il ;

to put on, I, vn. h. Muiup. 9 I , IltJ I'rrd I J^i)
;

to prepare, n>akc(/rrt»i I , 11. xi, a, I'ml. Eifgtt

41 ; to prepare {reji.), vi. 11. 18, v. 40, Nn^
btrd 233; to direit oneself, repair, go (r^.),

IV. i, 16, V. iv. 43 ; to )»eriurm, do, v. n. 18

;

t«) dress, VI. xii. 1 5. dlght, /<t. fort, decked,

e<]uippe<l, a.loriieil. 1. iv. A. li. xii. t.^, ir. x. 3S,

76

X. 3S
;
pUrrd, set,

S.'C. Apr, >«>.

II. Xn.

S. C. Jan. 22 ; 1!

Ml. i. 39 ; made,

dilate, troHt. to

Atnor, hon. 66

;

III. 6j, v. VI. 17 ; loex,

dill, an uinl»clliietoi»s - ..
,

Bowers. III. il. 49, .Vwrof . 197.

dint, th. mark, dent. I. i. I : l-'"*. <.

stroke, Tkft/. 5H. dolort •/. - panj; u(
^

.V. (\ A'<n'. 104.

dluUng. prtt. p^trt. striking, vi. «• 30.



6/8 GLOSSARY.
dirige, dirge, Hubberd 453.
dirk, to darken, S. C. Feb. 134.

dirke, adj. dark, S. C. Sept. 6.

dirke, odv. darkly {Jig-), S. C. Sep!. 102.

disaccord, to refuse assent, vi. iii. 7.

disaduaunce, to draw back, lower, iv. iii. 8,

iv. 7.

disaduentrous, disastrous, Hubberd 100.

disaray, sb. disorderly undress, 11. iv. 40.

disarayd, pa. pari, stript, disrobed, i. v. 41 ;

despoiled, -S". C. Feb. 105; pret. stript, i. viii.

46.

disattyre, to undress, vi. ix. 17.

disauaunce, to hinder, in. xi. 24.

disauentrous, unfortunate, disastrous, 1. vii.

48, ix. I r, IV. viii. 51, xii. 4, v. xi. 55.

disauenture, mishap, misfortune, i. ix. 45, vi.

iii. 15.

disbo"weld, ppl. adj. disembowelled, R. R.

383.
disburdned, /re/, unloaded, n. vi. 11.

discarded, />re;. cast or forced away (^Spens.),

V. V. 8.

discided, pa. pari, cut (in t^f/o) Jig., iv. i. 27.

discipled, pa. pari, taught, disciplined, iv.

Pro!, i.

discipline, teaching, advice, Hubberd 547-
disclame, to renounce, in. x. 15, iv. v. 25.

disclost, />a. part, revealed, recounted, in. iv.

13. disclos'd, unfastened, iv. v. 16. dis-

closing, pres. part, unfolding.

discolour'd, ppl. adj. variously coloured, i.

iv. 31, III. X. 21, xi. 47, Epith. 51.

discomfited, ppl. adj. disconcerted, in. i. 43.

discommended, /»rf/. spoke disparagingly of,

V. V. 57.
discordfuU, quarrelsome, iv. ii. 30, iv. 3.

discounselled, />re/. dissuaded, 11. xii. 34, in.

i. II.

discountenaunce, to show disapprobation of,

Teares 340.
discoure, to discover, in. ii. 20; to reveal,

in. iii. 50, p. 407. discouer, to tell, reveal,

IV. vi. 4. discouered, pa. part, uncovered,

1. ii. 7, discure, to reveal, 11. ix. 42.

discouerie, disclosure, v. v. 33.

discourse, course of arms or combat, vi. viii.

14.

discourteise, discourteous, in, 1. 55.

discreet, becoming, suitable, moderate, n. xii.

71-

discust, pa. part, shaken off (Jig.), m. i. 48.

disdeigned, pret. thought unworthy, R. T.

p. 471.
disease, sb. trouble, distress, m. v. ly, vi. v.

40, ix. 19.

disease, vb. to inconmiode, trouble, i. xi. 38,
II. ii. 12, 24, S. C. July 124, Worlds Vanitit

28. diseased, ppl. adj. troubled, afflictedj

VI. iii. 22, Hubberd j^o.

disentrd,yle, to draw forth from the entraili

or inward parts, iv. vi. 16, v. ix. 19. disen-
trayled, ppl. adj. iv. iii. 28.

disgrace, ill-favouredness, v, xii. 28.

disguizement, disguise, in. vii. 14, iv. v. 29,

dishabled, pret. disparaged, 11. v. 21.

disherited, pa. part, dispossessed, banishec

from its rightful domain, S. C. Epistle p. 417.
disinherit, to prevent from taking possessior

{Jig.), V. V. 36.

disleall, disloyal, 11. v. 5.

dislikefull, distasteful, iv, ix. 40.
disloignd, pa. part, distant, removed, iv. x.

24.

dismall day, one of the dies niali 01

unpropilious days, 11. vii. 26, viii. 51.

dismay, sb. faintheartedness, terror, 11. xi. 41
ruin, V. ii. 50; dismaying influence, Aiiior.

Son. 88.

dismay, vb. to defeat, 11. v. 38, in. iv. 25, v. ii

8, VI. x. 13; to grieve (rejl.)^ iv.i. 40. dis-

mayd, -id, pa. part, defeated, in. i. 29;

grieved, iv. i. 37 ; daunted, v. xi. 26.

dismayd, ppl. adj. ill-made, misshapen, n.

xi. II.

dismayfull, appalling, v. xi. 26,

dismayfuUy, in dismay, v. viii. 38.

dismayld, pret. stript the mail of, n. vi. 29.

dispace, to walk or move about. Gnat 265
{rejl.). dispa,cing, pres. part., Muiop. 250.

disparage, sb. misalliance, unequal match, iv,

viii. 50.

disparaged, pa, pari, cast down, n. x. 2.

disparagement, disgrace of a misalliance, in,

viii. 12 ; low rank, iv. vii. 16.

dispart, to pari asunder, cleave, i. x. 53, in. xii,

38, IV. ix. 1.

dispatcht, /)r£'/. freed, relieved, vi. iii. lo.

dispence,i6. dispensing or bestowing liberally,

liberality, hospitality, 11. ix. 29, xii. 42, v. xi,

45.
dispence, vb. to make amends, i. iii. 30, v. xi,

45-
dispiteous, unpitying, i. ii. 15.

display, to stretch out, spread out, 11. v.

30, X. 15, III. ii, 47. Epith. 303; iutr., S. C.

May 196; to descry, discover, n. xii. 76; to

expose, II. xii. 66. displaid, -yed, pa. part.

spread out, stretched out, i. i. 16, 11, v. 32,

Gnat 240, Love 286.

disple, to subject to penance, i. x. 27.

displeasance, displeasure, 11. x. 28, iv. vi. 4.



GLOSSARY.
displease, to annoy, iii. v. 19.

disport, entertainment, amusement, sport,

pleasure, i. ii. 14, 11. vi. 26, iii. i. 40.
disporting, pres. part, sporting, frolicking,

Daphn. 1 18.

dispraise, -ze, to disparage, depreciate, vi.

viii. 26, R. T. 229.

dispred, dispreddeu, to spread out, abroad,

I, iv. 17, 11. ii. 40, 111. V. 51, V. xii. 13; {inlr.)

IV. vii. 40. disprad, pa. part. v. xii. 36.

dispred, -dd, pa. pare, and ppl. adj. 11. iii.

.^o, p. 412 (/r;^.), Gnat 242.

disprofesse, to rei.ounce the profession of, 11 1.

xi. 20.

dispuruayance, want of provisions, 111. x. 10.

disquietnesse, trouble, unrest, 11. vii. 12.

disseise, -ze, to deprive, dispossess, i. xi. 20,

VII. vii. 4S.

disshiuered, ppl. adj. sliattcrcd to pieces, iv.

i. 21.

dissolute, enfeebled, weak, i. vii. 51 ; wanton,

III. viii. 14.

distaine, to stain, in. iv. 17. distaind,

-ynd, pa. part, stained, i. xi. 23, in. viii, 49,

S. C. Oct. no; sullied, defiled (Jig.), n. iv. 22.

distent, pa. part, extended, beaten out,

II. vii. 5.

disthronize, to dethrone, 11. x. 44.

distinct, pa. part, marked, vi. iii. 23.

distort, /'/'/. adj. distorted, wry, awry, iv. i.

28, v. xii. 36.

distraino, to oppress, afllict, l. vii. 3S
; to pull

oil, t'-ar asunder, 11. xii. Si.

distraught, pa, part, distracted, distressed,

1. ix. 38, IV. iii. 4S, K. T. .*;79; pulled

asunder, drawn in diticrciit dircctioiu, iv. vii.

31 , V. V. 2.

distraughted, ppl. adj. distracted. //. Ileauiie

14.

distroublcd, ppl. adj. greatly troubled, in.

iv. 12.

dit, ditty, n. vi. 13.

ditCH (/or dightii), lift*, rai»ci, 1. viii. 18.

diueling, y«»ung devil, imp, Thr— T-ti. p.

diuors, adv. diflcrcntly. iv. v. II.

diuorae, diverting;, dtttractinfr, 1. i. 10,44. )

ii. 3. IV. I. 5.

d(uor«ly, in dUFcrciit way*, \

diiiornt, fr*t. Iiirnrd aside, in. in. Oj.

diuido, to prrfi»rin with *divi»ioni'; !•> de-

scant, I. V. I 7, in. i. 40; to prnriratc, I. xi. IS;

to dii()€n»e, v. Prol. 9 ; to allotatc. Chut 761 ;

to give forth in variout dircctioiu, Amnr.

Son. 6.

dlulu'd, pa. part. R. /'. '»i I i diulndo, /»/^/

679

adj. Daphn. 2I4 : rendered divine, diuynd,
pa. part.. Clout S96 : described.

diuorced, /a. part, separated, i. iii. 3.

do, doe, to cause, make, i. vii. 14, 11. vi. 7, in.

«i. 34. '•'• 39. V- 50. vii. 33, ix. 17, V. ix. 35,
VI. V. 28. doen, inf. arch, to do, cause, make,
I. xii. 19, II. iii. 12, in. iv. 23. done, ii/, \xi.

i. 28, ii. 23. donne, inf. 111. vii. 13, vi. x.

32. doen, pa. part. I. iii. 14, 39. in. x. 3a ;

doen {done) be dead, to dye— put to death, pa.

part.,v.iv. 29, vi. viii. 29. donxie, pa. part,

IV. vi. 5. do3n, 3n/ pt-rs. flur. arch. I. iii.

36, II. i. 29, in. iv. I, S. C. Fth. 6; to doe
away^Xo banish, remove, I. iii. 39, in. ii. 33,
VI. xi. 29 ; for nothing good to donne — good-
for-nothing, III. vii. 13; hardly t/orii>*done

with difticulty, i. iii. 14 ; well to donne «= well-

doing, i.x. 33. dooa,^<i. /vir/.,yl;/ior.Son. 16.

doale, distribution, dealing (of blows), v. i v. 39.
dock, buttocks (lit. tail), Three Lett. p. 635.
doctorally, in the manner of a doctor, Icarn-

cJly, Tkrie Lett. p. 614.
cloeumout, instruction, teaching, 1. x. 19.

dotflng, pres. part, taking otV. dofle, fret.

in. iv. 5, ix. 31.

dole, IV. vii. Arg., v. xi. 14. HubberJ 1 344,
Clout 2 2. doole, grief, torrow, 11. xii. ao,

in. X. 17, xi. 17, V. xi. 35, vi. vii. 39, S, C.

Feb. i^^.Aug. 165; mourning, lamentation,

IV. viii. 3.

dolor, dolour, grief, in. n. 17, iv. viii. ^
.V. C. A''!". 104.

Dolphinet, pseudonym, Clout 866.

don, to put on, wear, in. vi. i^f^, vi. vii{. a4.

donno, dun, dark. S. C. May 365.

doome, decree, 1. ix. 4I
;
judgrmcnl, II. v. 11,

vii. 63, IV. iv. 36, S. C. Aug. 135 ;

IV. X. ai ; fate, v.iv. 39. dome, p«'

IV. xi. 38.

doomofiiM, M»H«I, VI. fl. a», A/iw. Somm. I.

doouo, r;t, p. 636.

dortour, :i. vi. xii. 34.

lioted, «!u)>i>l. I. VIII. 34.

doubt, %h. (car, 111. v. 13, vi. li. 39, «i.i .j >

danger, ri»k, v. xi. 47.
doubt, vb. to fear, v, xi. a, vi. iv. 17

doubted, trdiiubtrd. .S*. C Oel. 4!.

doubtful, (fj ' >i»f, I. vi. I J. vMu
39. .V. (.'. .V'. . II. i. a; od¥, n.

VII. (t,

douoppcro, otir >i ihe twelve prvr« of

Charlrniagiic cckliratrtl inmctliarval rontancct,

III. X. 31.

dout, fear, ill. aii. 37, v. >i. l8{ 4outl| ir. L

11,14.
douehouao, dovcoH, Tkr*4 L^tt. p. 6-.'/.
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dowe, dough, Three Lett. p. 631,
dradj/ire^ dreaded, feared, 11,1.45, '"• ''''• i^«

V. vii. 38, X. 18 ; pa. part. \\. iv. 42 ; />//. adj.

VII. vi. 3, 25.

draft, attraction, iv. ii. 10.

drapet, cloth, 11. ix. 27.

draught, plot, artifice, 11. x. 51; drawing,

stroke, iv. vii. 31.

draue, /re/, drove, Gnat 162.

dread, fury, 11. v. 16.

dreadfull, fearful, apprehensive, 111. i. 37;
awe-inspiring, v. vii. 40.

dreadlesse, fearless, v. iii. 11.

dreare, sh. fall, iv. viii. 42 ;
gfief, sadness, v.

^' 35 > stroke, v. xii. 20; mishap, misfortune,

VI. ii. 46, iii, 4. drere, dreariness, sadness,

gloom, I. viii. 40, n. xii. 36.

dreare, adj, dreadful, 11. xi, 8.

drearing, sorrow, grief, Daphn. 189.

dred, sb. i. Prol. 4, iv. viii. 17; dread,
III. ii. 30 ; dreed, 1. vi. 2 : object of reverence,

attention, dreed, injury, n. xii, 26.

dreddest, most dreadful, iv. ii. 32.

drenched, /a. /ar/. drowned, iv. xi. 38, {Jig-)
VI. iii. 10.

drent, pa. part, drowned, 11. vi. 49, vii. 61,

xii. 6, S. C. Nov. 37, Gnat 585; {Jig.)
Teares 210, Clorinda 94.

drerihed, drearyhead, dreariness, grief, 111.

i. 16, 62, ii, 30, Past. Eltgie \ 33 ; dismalness,

gloom. III, xii. 17, Muiop. 347,
dreriment, dreeriment, dreariness, grief,

sorrow, i. ii, 44, viii. 9, 111, iv 30, S. C. Nov.
36,/?. r. 158, Epith. II.

drery, bloody, gory, I. vi. 45.
dresse, to arrange, prepare, in. xi. 20. drest,
pret. I, ix. 54 ; carried on, iv. x, 54,
dreuill, a dirty or foul person {ortg. a slave),

IV. ii, 3.

drift, impetus, 1. viii. 22; plan, plot, i, ii. 9, 11.

xii, 69 ; aim, object, iii. x. 6, v, ix. 42, p,409.
driue, to p.ib^s, spend. Gnat 354. driue,/re/.
drove, struck, v. xi, 5. driuen, pa. pari.

smelted, 11. vii. 5.

drizling, falling in fine drops (of tears, water),

1. iii. 6, S. C. Jan. 41, Atnor. Son, 18.

dromedare, dromedary, iv. viii. 38.

droome, drum, 1. ix, 4I.

drouping, drooping, lading, 1. i, 3(1, 11. x. 30.

drouth, drought, thirst, 11, vii. 57.
drouer, boat (used for fishing), 111. viii, 22.

drowsy-hed, drowsiness, 1, ii. 7.

droyle, to drudge, slave, Hubberd 157,
drugs, medicine, 11, i, 54,
dryrihed, see drerihed.
dub adubbe, scullic, fight, Three Lelt. p. 615.

duefuU, see dewfuU.
dumpish, dull, heavy, sad, iv, ii. 5, Amor.
Son. 4,

dumps, depression, Amor. Son. 52.

dunglecocke, dunghill cock, i.e, coward,!

Three Lelt. p, 621
duraunce, captivity, 111, v. 42.

durefuU, lasting, enduring, iv, x. 39, Amor.
Son. 6.

duresse, confinement, constraint, iv. viii. 19,

xii. 10. J

dye, hazard, i. ii. 36. I

E

each where, everywhere, i. x. 54, Muiop. 376,
Thest. 84, Clout 634,

earne, to yearn, long, i. i. 3, vi. 25, ix. iS, n.

iii. 46, III, X. 21,5'. C. March "j-j ; to be grieved,

IV, xii, 24; to become angry, Muiop. 254. J

earnest, pledge, vi. xi. 40. I

earst, erst, formerly, a short time ago, lately,

I. V. 9, xi. 27, III. ii. 27, viii, 2, 3, vi, iii, 8,

S.C. Oct. 7. at earst, erst = :it first, formerly,

II. i. 29, iv, 39, VI, iii. 8 ; at length, now, 11. vi.

49, v, Prol, 2, VI, iii, 375, .S*. C, Dec. 106; at

once, S. C. Sept. 6.

easement, relief, vi, iv. 15.

Easterlings, inhabitants of eastern countries,

such as Eastern Germany and the Baltic coasts,

II. X 6^.

eath, ethe, easy, 11. iii. 40, iv. xi. 53, S. C.July

90, Sept. 17, Muiop. 311 ; ready, susceptible,

IV. vi, 40 ; easily, Hubberd 404,
edgd, pret. stimulated, iv. ii. 17,

edifyde, -Ida, built, 1, i, 34 {pa. part.), Gnat
660; iii.i. 14 (/)//. adj.) ; R. T. 551 {pret.).

eeke, eke, vb. to augment, increase, i. v. 42,
III, ii. 35, vi, 22, vii. 55, v. xii. 35. eekt,/rt.

part, lengthened, iv. ii. 53 ; eeked, increased

S. C. Sept. 30.

eeking, vbl. sb. increasing, .S". C, Sept. 31.
efH.erced,/)n,/)nr/, rendered fierce, maddened,
III. xi. 27. Ct. enfierced.

efiforce, to violate by force, i. vi, 4 ; to force

out. III. ii. 15, V, ix. 47 ; to force open, 111, ix.

9, xii, 27. efiforced, />//, adj. uttered with

tflort, lorced out, 11. viii, 4. eSorst, pa. part.

compelled by force, 111. xii. 43.
efifort. III. i. 52, xi. 46, v. ii. 5.

eflfraide, />//. adj. frightened, i, i. 16.

eft, afterwards, 11. iv. 18, viii. 41,.$', C. Feb. 42;
again, iv. iii. 2 1, vi, ix, 1, Beautie 114; also,

6'. C. Sept. 191, Gnat 536.
eftsoones, forthwith, i. i, 11, 111. i. 31, v. viii.

45-
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1

eide, pa. part, kept in view, .limed at, ii. iv. 7 ;

seen, iv. iv. 7.

eie, aye, ever, ii.iii. 19.

eine, eyes, p. 409, Elegie 64. Ct", eyen.
eke, adv. also, 11. i. 21, p. 41 i, .S*. C. Jan. 51,
May 86, p. 434.

eld, old age, age, i. viii. 47, x. 7, 11. iii. 16, iv.

ii. 33, xi. 24, VII. vii. 13, 31,6'. C. Feb. 54,
206, Dec. i;,4.

elect, ppl. adj. chosen, 111. vii. 22.

election, choice, v. v. 26, Amor. Son. 84.

elfe, (l) name applied to a knight, i. i, 17, v.

I, II. vii. 7 ; (2) a masculine supernatural crea-

ture, II. X. 71, HI. iii. 26
; (3) creature, iv. v, 34.

elfin, elfish, 1. iv. 42, x. 65 ; elf, i. x. 60.

Eliseis, />s*M(/o«_yr«, Clout 403.
eliope, to run away, v. iv. 9.

elocution, literary style, .S". C. Epistle p. 419.
els, else, already, formerly, i. v. 43 ; or else,

II. viii. 33, S. C. March 1 14 ; otherwise, else-

where, II. ix. 8, 111. vi. 16, IV. v. 2S, Hubberd

1203.

embace, -se, to humble, humiliate, iii. \ii.

I5> ^'•'' }» ^''« 20 {refl.), R. R. I 10; to lower,

Daphn. 180. Amor. Son. 13. emboaed./d.
part, degraded, Amor. Son. 82. embaste,
pret. dishonoured, 111. i. 12 ; pa. part. 111. ix.

33-
embard, /a. part, confined, imprisoned, i. ii.

I 31, vii. 44, III. xi. 16.

Vmbase, embaste, j^^ embace.
I bdssade, quasi-adv. on an embassy, Beautie

I.

ibtissago, message, lit. ix. 28.

bathed, /'//. adj. fragrant {tllipt./or eni-

!lied in pcrlumc), Muinp. 194.

>batteld, -eild, ///. adj. armed for battle,

V. 2, V. viii. 34.

. inbaulm'd, fa. part, anointed, iv. vii. 40.

nibay, ti> hatlic, 1. x. 27, 11. i, 40, xii. 60

'jl.) ; to ba»k, Muinp. 2o6. embay d, />rf/.

lulled (Jig.), pervaded, »uffu»eil, 1. ix. 13, 111.

• 7 ;
pa. part. n. viii. 55, ill. xii. 3 1.

• Mibayed,///. ndj. furnuhrd with a bay, iv.

ibiiyld, /'/. /art. eiRlo«c<!, 11. iii. 27.

iboilinht, pa. part, adorned, 5. C. Ftb. 1 iS.

ibOHOniO, to <lirri\li, rmbrair (/Ig.), II. i».

; ; to pluiigr, im| Lnt (/ig.\ ". *n. 39.

join bosae ',/'!. part, oniboiit, atlornrd, in. i.

' ' -', IV. iv. I 5, S. ('. Ffb. (tO.

IjoVmo ', fn.pitrt. einboNt, driven to cxlrrin-

., turd prcttcd (ot a liunird animal), ill. i.

.'., xii. 17 ; tmbott Ufiik 6<i/# • cxhauitcd (cf.

MiboBM^), t. ix. 29.

ibosae', to plunge, 1. xi. 30; to cover, en-

case, III. i. 64 (cf. embosse^ . embost, /»a.

part, covered, cnciscd ^in armour}, 1. iii. 24;
in ease embost = * wrapped ' in case, vi. iv. 40.
embowd, />a. /or/, encircled, i. ix. 19. em-
bowed,///, adj.^ Worlds V^aiutie 17.

embowelled, /a. /)<7r/. disembowelled, 111. vii.

29 ; thru>t into the bowels (Jig.), vi. viii. 15.

embowring, pres. part, sheltering (intr.).

Gnat 2J5.

emboyled, /•//. adj. agitated, i. xi. 28; pres.

part. II. IV. 9, v. 18, boiling (with anger),

embrace \ to fasten, buckle on farms'), 11. i. 26.

embrace "*, to protect, iii. viii. 29 ; to love, vi.

i. 3. enibraste, pr£t. grasped, n. iv. 14.
embracement, embrace, 11. iv. 26, in. viii. 10.

embraue, to adorn, 11. i. 60, S.C.Aov. 109,
R. R. 3y4.

embreaded,/>a./>ar/. plaited, braided, II I. vi.iS.

embrew, to plunge, i.xi.36, 11.1.37, 111. xii.

32, A'. R. 330 ; to pour, eniit moisture, it. v.

33; to stain with blood), vi. viii. 40. Itellay

77 ; to imbue, //. Love 47. embrewed,
///. adj. blood-stained, 111. vi. 17.

erabrodored, />/>/. adj. embroidered, 111. xii.*9,

V. iii. 33.

cmbusied, pa. part . occupied, iv. vii. 29.
ome, uncle, ll. x. 47.
emoraude, emerald, 11. xii, 54.
eniinarblo, to convert into marble (yf^.\Loi'#

emmoue, to move (jig.), 1. ii. 21, 11. i. 50.

oramoued,/rt. part. ii. vii. 51, 111. xi.4,xii.s ;

enmoucd, 1. vii. 38, ix. 48.
omong, anient;, it. xii. lO.

emongat, amungst, 1. Trot. I , viii. 37, ill. i. 39,
iii. 47.
empaire, 1. vii. 41, 11. x. 30, v. iv. 40, xi. 48
(to injure) ; emparo, 1. x. 63 : to dtminikh,

impair.

empale, to et»cinle, border, Mmiop. 397,
emparlance, -aunco, treaty, r>fl<yii>gf tv. ix.

31, V. iv. 50.

eniport, lo a»>ign, iv. vi, 32.

ompoaaion, to ext lie deeply, W'nrld* I'anitii

I J, Daphn. 35. fa. part, empaoaloued, u
iii. 2, III. ix. 38, xi. iS, Dnpki. 515 ; em-
poaaionate. v. ix. 46, Daphn. I93: tiirrrd,

rmpc I \ , detriment, 11. iii, 56.
empoach, v^. to hnxlcr, 1. \ni. 34, n. vii. 15,

III. ill. 53, xi. I J, VI. II. 4J, iv. II, 19.

empcoplod, fa. p%trl. ctUbliUird at ihc pnpu*

latioii, I. X. 56.

rniporin, lo nnperit, rndangrr, iv. iv, lO.

f)mpertaht,>«d,/<i./>«tr/. ciiletbicvl, tii.vii. }0,

.S.c.Ffh. 5 J.
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empierce, to penetrate [Jig.), Clout 431.
pret. emperced {Jig-), "• ii- i ; empierst,
I. xi. 53, II. viii. 45, IV. xii. 19 {Jig.) ; em-
pierced, III. V. 19, xi. 41. empierst, pa.

pari, {Jig.), HI. ix. 39. empierced,///. adj.

(Jig.), Daphn. 6.

empight, fixed in, implanted, penetrated : pret.

n. iv. 46, 111. V. 20, IV. iii. 10, v. x. 32 ;
pa.

part. VI. xii. 27, Beantie 49.
empire, vii. vi. 21.

emplonged, pa. part, plunged, in. x. 17.

empoysned, pa.part. iii. v. 49 ;
ppl. adj. iii.

vi. 13 : poisoned.

emprize, -se, enterprise, undertaking (of a

chivalrous nature), 1. ix. I, xii. 18, 11. iv. 12,

vii. 39, V. iii. 15, iv. 2, vi. iv. 33 ;
plnr., S. C.

Sept. 83.

empurpled, pa. part, made purple, reddened,

II. xii, 54, III. vii. 17, IV. vii. 6 ;
pret. lii. xii.

33-

empyring, ppl. adj. ruling, p. 409.
enaunter, in case, lest by chance, S. C. Feb.

200, May 78, Sept. 161.

enbraeement, embrace, i. ii. 5.

enbrewd, pa. part, stained, i. vii. 17. See

embrew.
enchace, to set, serve as a setting for, i. xii.

23 (Jig.), V. i. 1 1 ; to depict, iv. v. 12; to en-

grave (Jig.), VI. iv, 35. pa. pari, enchaced,
-sed, IV. X. 8, S. C. Aug. 27 ; to close in,

enclose, v. x. 34. pa. part, enchaste,
Huhberd 624. enchaced, -sed, pa. part.

adorned, n. ix. 24, Atnor. Son. 82.

encheare, to cheer, encourage, vii. vi. 24.

encheason, occasion, cause, 11. i. 30, S. C.

May 147, Sept. 116.

enclynd, pret. assented, vi. vii. 37.
encomberment, disturbance, vi. viii. 38.

encroch, to come on, advance, vi. xi. 47, aS". C.

Feb. 226.

endamadge, to injure, 11. iii. 18; pret. v.

viii. 14; pa. part, \\. xii. 38.

endangermient, danger, v. ii. 20.

eiideuourraient, endeavour, Ilubberd 298.
endew, to endow, i. iv. 51, v. i. 2, vi. x. 14,
VII. vii. 45, S. C. p. 433, Beautie 135.

endighting, vbl. sb. inditing, composing,
Sonnets p. 603.

endite\ to censure, vi. xii. 41.
endite^, to give a literary form to, Past.

Aeglogue 33.
endlong, from end to end, in. ix. 51, x. 19.

endosse, to inscribe, portray (on lheb.ack), v.

xi. 53, Clout 632.
endMr'6, pret. hardened, strengthened, iv. viii.

27.

ene, even, .S". C. Dec. 93.
enfelon'd, ppl. adj. infuriated, v. viii. 48,
enfierced, pa. part, rendered fierce, n. iv. 8.

Cf. effierced.

enforce, to drive with force, iv. iv. 35; tc

emphasize, v. ix. 43 ; to strive, attempt, Cloui

481.

enforme, to affect, inspire, vi. vi. 3.

enfouldred, ppl. adj. like a thunder-cloud, i.

xi. 40.

enfrosen, pa. pari, frozen (Jig.), Love 146.
enfyre, to harden by fire, Love 169.
engine, trick, plot, 11. i. 23, iv. 27 ;

ph/r.

wiles. III. i. 57, X. 7, Afnor. Son. 14.

engirt, pa. part, girt, surrounded, iv. vii. 7,

H. Beautie 37.

englut, to glut, fill (Jig.), II. ii. 23.

engore, to goad, infuriate (Jig.), n. viii. 42;
to wound deeply (rejl.), vi. vii. 9. engored,
pa.part. gored, wounded, 111. i. 38, v. 28;
ppl, adj. IV. ix. 31
engorge, to swallow up (Jig.), 11. xii. 3. en-
gorged, ppl. adj. devoured (Jig.), i. xi. 40.

engraflfed, //)/. fl^'. in. ii. 17; engraft, pa.

part. IV. ii. 10: implanted,

engrained, /)«. /)ar/. dyed, .S". C. Feb. 131,
Gnat 666.

engrasped, /Tf/, 11. viii. 49 ;
pa. part. 11. v.

20 : grasped, seized,

engraue^, to bury, 1. x. 42, 11. i. 60.

engraue% to make (wounds) by incision, in.

vii. 32 ; to cut into, in. viii. 37.
engrieved, /)/)/. adj. 11. iv. 23 (ee), in. i. 59,
IV. viii. 7, VI. viii. 34, Worlds Vanitie 159;
pa. part. in. vi. 21 : grieved.

engrosse, to take possession of, in. iv. 38 ; to

write in large letters. Clout 634. engrost,
pa. part, thickened, rendered gross, dense, 11.

vi. 46, in. iv. 13.

enhaunse, to raise, lift, i. i. i 7, v. 47 (Jig.), 11.

vi. 31; to exalt. Clout 359. enhaunced,
ppl. adj. lifted.

enlarge, -en, to set free, i. viii. 37, n. v. 18,

viii. 61, ix. 13. enlargd, />a. />ar/. 11. v. 19.

enlumine, to illuminate, sl;ed lustre on, 11. ix.

4, V. Prol. 7, S. C. p. 417 ;
pa. part. Amor.

Son. 66 (fg.). Love 108 (Jig.). J

enmoued, see emmoue. 1

enrace, to implant, in. v. 52 ;
pa. part, vi, x.

25, Beautie 114. .

euragement, rapture, H. Love 286. .

enranckled, /a. /^nr^ enraged, in. viii. 2.
'

enraunged, -anged,/irt. part, placed in a row,

rank, arranged, i. xi. 13, xii. 7,111. vi. 35, xii. 5,

H. Beautie 83, Proth. 122. enraunging,
pres. part, ranging, rambling in, vi. ii. 9.
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enriuen, ppl. adj. torn, v. viii. 34, Clorinda

4 ifig-)'
enroldf pa. pari, enfolded, wrapped up, 11. xii.

25, IV. iii. 41 ; coiled, vi. vi, 1 1, Gual 257 ;

formed into a roll, vii. vii, 30.

ensample, imitation, p. 40/ ; warning, R. T.

462.

enseam, to contain, iv. xi. ^^,
ensew, ensewen, to follow, i. iv. 40, v. 25,

III. i. 45, V. iv. 15, Teares 54. ensew'd,
pret.w. iii. 50; to pursue, in. xi. 5,(2 profession)

jv. ii. 46. ensue, to result from, i. iv. 34 ;

to follow, II. iii. 2 ; to pursue (a profession),

p. 412 ; pres.part. iv. ix.5. ensude,/>a. part.

imitated, 11. xii. 59.
ensnarle, to catch, ensnare, v. ix. 9.

entayl, vb. to penetrate, cut, 11. vi. 29 ; en-

tQ,y\6., pa. part, carved, 11. iii. 27.

entayle, s6. carving, ornamentation, 11. vii. 4.

entent, intent, intention, S. C, May 102. Cf.

intent.

enterdeale, negotiation, v. viii. 21; inter-

course, Hubberd 7S5.

enterprise, -ze, sb. attempt, undertaking,

I. viii. 15, v. X. Arg.

enterpris, -se, -ze, vb. to entertain, 11. ii. 14 ;

to attempt, undertake, 11. i. 19, v. viii. M,
VI. viii. 18 ; to attempt to obtain, procure, iv.

xii. 28. enterprizd, pn. part, undertaken,

i. vii. 45. enterprised, ppl. adj. attempted,

111. xi. 24.

entertaino, to treat, i. iii. 43 ; to accept,

receive (pay), 11. ix. 6 ; to ihow hospitality t<>,

receive as a guc»t, v. xii. 10, Itubberd 235;
to take (a way), vi. iv. 24; to enc«)untcr,

meet with, VI. xi. 46, Gnat 563; to treat of,

Amor. Son. 12 ; to engage in, Hubberd 39S.

entertainment, provisions, hospitality, i. x.

37> ". »• 3.V

entortake, to entertain, v. ix. 35.

entortayiio, hospitality, iv. viii. 37, v. ix.

37 ; rcicption, wehomr, Iluliftrrd 10H5.

•ntiro, adj. fresh, 1. vi. 44 ; all of one piece,

I. vii. 33 ;
pcrfn t, genuine, liiircre, I. viii. 40,

HI. ii. 44. vii. 16, iv. v. 4, ix. 13, v. xi.6i, vi.

V. 38, viii. 3. //. I.»vt 157 ; itroiig, iti. i. 47.

par{% #«/«>#- inward, internal Part*, iv. viii.

33. 4^. V' V'»' 37» '^"">^- ^'"' ^« 85» "• ^*''

271 ; mind f., Ueautit 223.

•ntiro, adv. eiiiirrly, ahogcthcr, 11. v. 8, viii.

15, VI. viii. 15; tinterrly, earncttly, vi. v.

2.3-

entirely. rarnc«ily, i. xi. 3a, ill. Ix. 51. vi. vli.

22.

n^ntltlod, fa. part. dr«liratr<l, p. 415.

lentrallo, twisting, roil, I. i. 16.

entrailed, entrayld, entrayled, pa. part.

entwined, interlaced, 11. iii. 27, v. 29, in. vi.

44, xi. 46, IV. iii. 42, S. C.Aug. 30, Froth. 25.

entrall, -e, interior, 11. xii. 6, 25.

entrayle, mind, thought, w. xi. 41.
entreat, to occupy oneself in, 11. vii. z,i,\ to

treat, deal with, iv. x. lo, vi. i. 40, Hubberd
(j2 2, .^ftsc.Sonn. I ; to treat of, describe, v. i. I.

entrenched, />a./>nr/. pierced, 111. xii« 20.

enure, to make use of, iv. ii. 29; to exercise,

..-Inior. p. 578, Three Lett. p. 611. enur'd,
pa. part, inured, accustomed, iv. viii. 27, vi.

viii. 14 ; committed, v. ix. 39.
6nuie, a6. emulation, hi. i. 18. ^nuy, envy,

'"• >^- 47. ^- 54. ^^' 3^-

enuie, vb. to have malevolent feelings, be

angry, ii. ii. 19. pret, enuyde, iv. iv. 44.
enuy, to grudge, i. ix. i, 111. v. 50, vi. viii. 4.

enwallowed, /'H. part, rolled, iii. iv. 34, v.

xi. 14.

enworabed,/-n. part, pregnant, 11. i. 50, x. 50,
V. vii. 1 6 ; contained as in a womb), /{. ^. 67.

enwrap, to capture (as in a fold), Poit. Elegit
9S. enwrapt, /'^<^ wrapped, i. xi. 23.

epiphoncina, sentrncr or rellcction concluding

a discourse, S. C. p. 440. cpiphonematicoa,
in the form of an cpiphonenu, 6". ('. p. 459.

equal, c<juitable, impartial, vii. vi. 35 I. 1.

equaliao, to equal, 111. ix. 44.

equipage, sb. ec|ui|xiicnt, retinue, 1. xi. 6, 1 v. xi.

17. .V. r. Oct. 114.

ecixxipagea, pa. part, arrayed, equipped, 11. ix.

equipollent, equivalent, TTwee Lett. p. 631.

ere, ever, .S'. ('. Oa. 33.

ore many yoarea, many yean ago, ^

erect, t<i set up, eitablish, vi. vi. 34.

erowhile, before, tonnerly, iv. xi. 2.

ormolin, ermine (^animal) ; itoat. III. lU 15.

ormino, fur of ermine, in. i. 59.

orno, «'<* earn*.

errant, wandering, 1. x. lO, ni. \ui. (. 1.. ..

I I

.

emt, fft oamt.
eachow.to rKa|x>,iv. viii. 56. vi. viii. 50; to

avoid, Amor. S>n. 6a. eaohewd, pn, furl,

untroubled, avtiided, n. x. 1 3.

eiiloyno ' f/! , l» Writhdiaw, 1. iv. iO.

eaplAll, kighi, glimp^, I' » «
' Ji-ix.ifii tr,

v. iv. 15.

CRMoyne, rxmiptinn, 1. i< . <u.

oalalr, itair,. .i.diiinu, I. iii. 7, IV. ft. fO; tMtk«

M. I». 27.

riitrnM»it*«<1. ,'«t p^rt. rvtiiuvrd abruaJ, S. C^

S7. 47.
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eternize, to render eternal, immortal, Teares

582; pa. part. i. x. 59. Eternize, /I wor.

Son. 75.

ethe, see eath.

eugh, yew, i. i. 9.

eughen, ewghen, of yew, i. xi. 19, Hubberd

747
Euphrates, iv. xi. 21.

euangely, gospel, 11. x. 53.
euent, fate, Teares 143 ; fortune, Gual 534.
euill, poor, unskilful, vi. xi.40.

ewfte, eft, newt, lizard, v. x. 23.

exanimate, ppl. adj. lifeless, 11. xii, 7.

excheat, gain, i. v. 25 ;
personal property,

which fell by escheat (Jig.), m. viii. 16.

excrement, overflow, iv. xi. 35.

expell, to discharge (an arrow), 11. xi. 24.

experiment, s6. experience, practice, ii.vii. 1,

V. ii. 17.

experimented,/'/'/, adj. experienced, practised,

proved, Two Lett. p. 639.
expert, vb. to experience, S. C. Nov, 186.

expert, adj. or pa. part, experienced, tried,

II. vii. I, IV. xi. 19, V. ii. 16, vi. i. 36.

expire, to fulfil a term, 1. vii. 9; to breathe

out, 1. xi. 45 ; to bring to an end, iv. i. 54 ; to

continue for, iv. vi. 43.
exprest, /)r^/. expelled, ejected, 11. x. 43; pa.

part, crushed out, 11. xi. 42.

extasie, astonishment, vii. vi. 23.

extent, pa. part, stretched out, 11. vii. 61.

extirpe, to root out, 1. x. 25.

extold, pa. part, raised, vii. vii. 37.

extort, pa. part, extorted, v. ii. 5, iii. 30, x. 25.

extract, pa, part, descended, in. ix. 38.

extreamitie, extreme suffering, Daphn. 185.

extreate, extraction, v. x. i.

extrinsecall, external, Three Lett, p. 615.
exul, exile, Clout 894.
eYSis{attrib.), a young newly-fledged or -trained

hawk, I. xi. 34, H. Love 24 {Jig.').

eyde, pa. part, perceived, caught sight of, Clout

267. Cf. eide.

eye, a brood (of pheasants), S, C. p. 434.
eyen, -ne, eyes, i. ii. 27, iv. 9, 21, x. 47, iii.

vii. 9, VI. xi. 22.

face, to maintain a false appearance, v. ix. 5.

fact, deed, l. iv. 34, ix. 37, 111. viii. 32, ix.

38, V. ix. 43.

fail, to deceive, 11. v. 11, 111. xi. 46, iv. xii.

fain, -e, adj. eager, i. i. 6, iv. vi. 33; apt,

wont, IV. viii. 37; glad, i. vi. 12, vi. iv. 16,

S, C. Feb, 6'J, May 305 ; adv. gladly, with

pleasure, i. iv. 10, v. xii. lo.

fain, fayne, vb.^ to delight, rejoice, v. xii. 36.
fain'd, pret. desired, iii. ix. 24, vi. iii. 9.

fayning, /)/>/. adj. longing, wistful, Love 216.

faine, fayne, feyne, feign, vb.^ to feign,

pretend, i. vii. 38, xii. 35, 11. i. 9, iv. iv. 47,
S. C. Sept. 137 ; to disguise, hide, 11. iii. 20

;

to mistake, iv. vii. 15; to fashion, form, vi.

viii. 44 ; to imagine wrongly, vi. xii. 19;
reJI. to imagine, Love 210. fained, fayned,
pret. were anxious, v. viii. 24 ;

ppl. adj.

pretended, 1. i. 50, ii. 39 ; disguised, i. xii. 10,

IV. i. 7 ; imaginary, in. xii. 43.
faire, adv. gently, i. vii. 29 ; cleverly, i,

viii. 7-

fairely, completely, entirely, iv. vi. 13; gently,

II. vi. 40.

faitor, faytor, -our, vagabond, villain, im-

postor, I. iv. 47, xii. 35, IV. i. 44, iii, 11, vi.

i. 18, iv. 1, S. C. May 39, 170.

fall, fallen, to befall, 11. xii. 68, iv. i. 44,
S. C. May 50, June 76 ; fall with = to make
(land), V. xii. 4.

false, adj. weak, insecure, i. xi. 54.
false, vb. to be false to, betray, deceive, S. C.

p. 440; ppl. adj. I. ii. 30, II. xii. 44, iii. i.

47 >
falsedhis blowes = mA(ie a feint, 11. v. 9.

falser, deceiver, S. C. May 305, Dec. p. 467.
falses, sb. falsehoods, v. ii. 48.
fancie, imagination, Beautie 222.

fantasy, -zy, fancy, 11. xii. 42, S, C. Aug.
22 ; apprehension, vi. ix. 12.

fare, sb. departure, journey, v. x. 16; food,

S. C. Jan. 44.
fare, vb. to go, proceed, i. i. 11, iii. 16, n. i.

4, ii. 12, V. X. 17; to act, proceed, iv. ix. 27,
VI. xi. 48, xii. 31 ;

fard with = employed,
used, IV. iv. 41.

farre forth, farforth, far, iii. Prol. 3, ix. 53.
fust, ppl, adj. having a face, 11. xi. 12.

fastned, pret. attached herself, in. ii. 26
;

took hold, V. iv. 15 ;
ppl. adj. settled, con-

firmed, //. Beautie 286.

fastnesse, security, safety, v. ix. 5, x. 18.

fatal, ordained by fate, in. iii. 2, ix. 49.
fate, destined term of life, in. viii. 2.

faulchin, falchion ; a broadsword, v. vii. 29.

fault, to do wrong, ofl'end, n. xi. 9, S. C,

p. 419 ; to lack, be deficient in, S. C. p. 418,
Three Lett, p. 611.

fa,u.nd, pret. fawned, 11. ix. 35.

fauour, face, feature, v. vii. 39.

fay ^ fairy, 11. x. 71, iv. iii. 2.

fay 2, faye, faith, v. viii. 19, S. C. Sept,

lor.
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feare, sb. companion, vi. viii, 25; io /.

—

together, 11. x. 64. See fere,

fearefull, timid, vi. xii. 36.

fearen, to frighten, 11. xii. 25, iii. iv. 15, vi.

viii. 47, vii. vi. 15.

feastfuU, festival {adj.), vi. x. 22.

feat, action, deed, 11. ix. 6, v. v. 7.

feateously, dexterously, Proth. 27.

feature, form, i. viii. 49, iii. ix. 21 ; charac-

ter, IV. ii. 44.

feculent, foul, 11. vii. 61.

fee, tenure, 11. ii. 13 ; wealth, property, 11. vii.

56, IV. i. 35, ix. 13, v. vii. 43, S. C. Slay 106;

service, vi. x. 21, Clout 370.
feebled, pa. part, weakened, j. viii. 33.

feeblesse, weakness, iv. viii. 37.
fold, pn. part, broken, i. viii. 47 ; overthrown,

IV. i. 34, iv. 18; prostrated, vii. vii. 13;
pret. cast, 11. vi. 32.

r6ll, sb. gall, rancour, iii. xi. 2,

fell, adj. fierce, savage, i. ii. 10, 111. xi. 27, iv.

iii. 8, ix. 20, V. ix. I, Clout S08.

fell, vb, pret. befell, iv. iv. 23,

fellonest, most fierce, iv. ii. 32.

felly, fiercely, cruelly, i. v. 34, 11. xi. 24, vi.

xi. 48, Muiop. 343, Gnat 277, Amor. Son.

felnesse, cruelty, fierceness, 11. viii. 37, iv,

viii. 23, v. xii. 32.

felonous, fierce, fell, 111. i. 65.

feminitee, -ie, womanhood, 111. vi. 51, Clout

fensible, strong, fortified, 11. i\. .'i, in. x.

10.

feood, feud, enmity, iv. i. 26.

fere, foare, companion, niate, ». x. 4, iv. iii,

52, X. 27, V. iii. 22, VI. ii. 31, xii. 4, p. 4IO.

ferme, enclosure, habit.ition {/ig.), m. v. 23;

rent, Iluhberd I \(o.

ferry, ferry-boat, 11. vi. 19.

fet, to fetch, II. ix. 5H
;
prtt. v. iii. II, rc»-

cued; The-t. 71, drew forth; fa. p.irt.

If. llraulie 91, derived,

fetob, vb. to reach, 11. xii. Ji. fotcht, /<i.

par/. -taken, Ihtphn. ^39.

fotcho, triik, Thrte Lrtt. p. (iii.

foutro, fowtor, to put a »pcar into the ' few-

ter * or rcit, iv. iv. 45, vi. lO.

flaunt, a warrant aildrrucd to the Iri»h Chan-

eery for a gr-*"! undrr the yitti i*«l. l''cd

gcii. " warrant, lltil>>>erd I I44.

field, (A<r.) the »«rf4«c of an •
«•'

»hicld on which the ' chary;'* ' * '. •"•

i. 18.

fllo, sh. iaialotfur, recital, vii. «•. .>/

file, fylo, vh} to render iinooth, i»ohih, 1. I.

ppl. adj. poii>hcd (jig.), n. i. 3, Clout 701.

file, t'6.2 to defile, S. C. July 192. filed,///.

adj. 111. i. 62.

fill : at f.:^ in abundance, vi. x. 5.

fillet, ribbon for the head, i. iii. 4.

fine, end, 11. xii. 59, iv. iii, 37; in Jin»^
fiiu ly, at last, 5. C. Feb. 2

1
7.

fingnring, work done with the fingers, y(viop,

366.

firme, to fasten, fix, 11. vii. I.

fisnamie, physiognomy, face, Three I^ll,

\i. 625. C\. physnomy,
fit, fitt, sb.^ attack i of ilhios, &c.), c«>ndition,

I. i. 40, ii. IS, iv. 45, xi. 27, Ji. xii. 44, m.
ii. 5 ; mort.il crisis, feeling of impending

death, I. vi, 37, 11. vii. 66, R, T. 598 ;
pain-

ful experience, sorrow, in, i. I, iv. vi. 30 ;

access of rage, v. iv. 39 ; fitte, paroxy$n>, Tkrt4

Lett. p. 614.

fit, ih."^ strain of mu>ic, i. xi. 7, Clout 69.

fit, fltte, vb. to be fitting, u. ii. 1 1, S. C. Oct,

SS. fitted, /vT, part, suited, iv. i, 12.

flagg, to move ficbly (of a bird's wiog»),

p. 411,

flaggy, -ie, droopmg, i. xi. 10, 1:1. iv. 33, vi,

39, \\\>rlds Vanitie 60.

flake, flash (»»f lightning, flanic), in. n. 5,

Epith. 27.

flamed, //7. n</

.

' n, vi. S.

fiaring, ///. adj. , v. xii. 38.

fiartht, {ret. davlu.!, si Li-i.cd, 11. vi, 42.

fiaiiket, a lonj; >hall.>w lM^k^t, Prrth. id.

Mntling, with the flat »uic
(^ .

v. v. 18.

flatly, plainly, abvUncly, 1- ...'4.

flatt, plain, S. C. Sept. I05.

flutuouN, full of air or wind, Tkrrt I fit.

p. 614.

Flauia, ; eud-uynif Clout 572.

flaw, ruih, ivri, V. V. 6.

flear«, t • |r< r, m 714.

llodK'o, ilc.l^r.l, . . V^rtt Lttt.

p. 6ji.

flooi, to float, II. vii. 14, xii. I4, iv. ii lit

Clout jsr., 5«/> ; to fly. flit, IM. ia. 7

floNhlinoaao. luit, S. C, p. 413.

floaht. fa. furt. incited, tl. viii. 9.

flex, flax, III. i. 47.
mt, rft. to five wav, I. iv. J, K. T. 514 ; Io

depart, ii. vii. 66; Io flutter, 111 x\, 41.

flitted. /«t. p<%'l I II |.|; ff4.
adj. 1. »n. H.

(iit, pf/. a i *••• 44* *****

///. adj. fir. f «. l»«. " »

flit, flltt, A</;. t^

XI. 39, p. 411 ; I

lighi, ill. ju 57.
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flong, pa. part, flung, Teares 543.
flore, ground, 11. x. 10, vi. ii.40.

flote, to be flooded, 111. vii. 34.
flouret, flowrett, little flower, 11. vi. 7, S. C.

Feb. 182, Nov. S3,

flout, to mock, deride, vi. viii. 1 1
;
pa. part.

VII. vi. 50.

flowTe, ground, vi. vii. 8. See flore.

flowre, floure, -deluce, -delice, flower of

a plant of the genus Iris, 11. vi. 16, iv. i. 31,
S. C. Apr. 144.

flud, flood, vii. vii. 33.
flush, sb. a flight of birds suddenly started up,

V. ii. 54.
flushing, ppl. adj. rushing, flowing quickly,

IV. vi. 29.

foen, see fone.
foile, a thin sheet of metal, i. iv. 4.

fold: twise so 7)iany fold = twice as many, 11.

viii. 41.

folded, ppl. adj. shut in a fold (of sheep\

S. C. p. 467.
folke-mote, assembly, iv. iv. 6.

foltring, ppl. adj. faltering, i. vii. 24, in. .\i.

12.

foming, pres. part, giving forth as foam, i. v.

28; ppl. adj. covered with foam, i. i. 1.

fon, fool, S. C. Feb. 69, Apr. 158, Sept. 68,

Oct. 91, Clout 292.

fond, fonde, adj. foolish, 1. ix. 39, in. i. 10,

ii. 44, xii. 25, S. C. Sept. 58, Teares 327,
Gnat 152, Daphn. 498.

fond, vb} pret. i. x. 66
;
pa. part. n. xii. 57 ;

found.

fond, vb?- pret. tried, in. vii. 26.

fondling, fool, vi. vi. 42.

fondly, foolishly, in. xi. 38, v. iv. 26.

fondnesse, folly, S. C. May 38, Amor. Son.

fone, I. ii. 23, n. viii. 21, in, iii. 33, iv, v.

26, V. iii. 12, ii. 37, VI. xi. 20, Bellay 66;
foen, II. iii. 13 : foes,

fonly, foolishly, S. C. May 58.

food, feud, 1. viii. 9, 11, i. 3.

foole-happie, lucky, i. vi. i.

foole-hardize, -ize, folly, foolhardiness, n.

ii. 1 7, iv. 42, R. R. 189.

footewarde, towards the foot. Three Lett.

p. 625.

footing, pres. part, stepping, walking, i. xi. 8,

VI. iii. 28.

footpace : on/. — on foot, iv. viii. 34.

for, notwithstanding, in. iv. 18; ivfiat is he

for a . . . = what kind of a ... is he, S, C.

Apr. 17.

for end, finally, in short, Clout 324.

for that, because, v. xi. 54.

for then, at the time, S. C. March 98.

for thy, therefore, because, n. i. 14, vii. 65,
ix, 49, in, iv. 26, S. C. July 71. i

for "Why, because, iv. xii. 15. |
forbeare, to give up, forth, 11. i. 53 ; to leave

alone, in. i. 22 ; to refrain from, cease, S. C.

Apr. 15. forborne, /)a. /)ar/. refrained from

using, V. xi. 52 ; spared, R. R. 310. for-

bore, pa. part. v. xi. 54.
forby, by, v. xi. 17. foreby, near, close by,

I. vi. 39, vn. 2, in. v. 17, v. ii. 54; close

by, past, in. i. 15.

fordoo, to destroy, v. xii. 3, fordonne, pa.

part, ruined, undone, i. x. 60, 11. i. 51, ni.

vii. 34, IV, ix. 28 ; IV. v. 7 (^auxiliary

omitteif)
;
ppl. adj. exhausted, ruined, over-

come, I. V. 41, X. 47, in. iii. 34, iv. iv. 38,
Amor. Son. 80,

forecast, to contrive, plan, i. iv, 45. fore-

cast, pa, part, determined beforehand, in.

xii. 29.

foredamned, /)/)/. adj. utterly damned, in. x.

.56.

foregoe, to go before, precede, in. v. 6.

forewent, pa. part. S. C. July 1
1
7.

fOTe\a.y, pret. lay before, 11, iii. 29.

forelent, pa. part, given up or resigned before-

hand, IV. iii. 6.

forelifting, lifting up in front, i. xi. 15.

foTepsist, ppl. adj. bygone, past, iv. i. 21, v.

iii. 40, Amor. Sun. 62 ; former, iv. iii. 44.
forered, pret. betokened, Muiop. 29.

foresay, to renounce, S. C. May 82. fore-

sayd, pa. part, excluded, S. C. July 69.

foreshewed, /a. part, ordained, vn. vii. 45.
foreside, front, upper side (Jig.), v. iii. 39.
foresight, in. iii. 2, iv. Prol. I, viii. 44, x.

20, Muiop. 389.
forestall, to prevent (by anticipation), 1. ix.

45, 11. ix. II. forestalled,//)/, adj. taken

beforehand, 11. iv. 39.

foretaught, ppl. adj. previously taught, i. vii.

18.

forewent, see foregoe,

forgat, pret. forgot, vn. vii. "j.

forged, false, i. ii. 36, vi. xii, 33, Amor. Son.

86.

forgerie, -y, -ye, deceit, artifice, n. xii. 28,

>>'• '• 53i V* '''• 56, Clout 696 ; counterfeit, v.

iii. 39.

forgiue, to give, leave, vi. ix. 22.

forgo, to give up, vi. iii. 39. forgon, -e, pa.

part, relinquished, 11. iii. I 2 ; allowed to go,

V. viii. 9.

forhaile, to distract {Jig.), S. C. Sept. 243.
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for-hent, pa. part, seized, overtaken, in. iv.

49-
forlent, pret. gave up, in. iv. 47.
forlore, ppl. adj. forlorn, destroyed, lost,

deserted, i. viii. 39, iii. v. 50, Clout 1S2;

pa. part, torsakcii, abandoned, 11. iii. 31, iii.

vi. 53, V. viii. 39, VI. xii. 12
;
pret. deserted,

abandoned, n. xii. 52, 111. iv. 34, ix. 52.

forlore, adj. abandoned, depraved, v. xi. 61.

forlorne, ppl. adj. forlorn, ruined, abandoned,

I. vii. 10, 111. iii, 42 ; pa. part, abandoned,

deserted, iv, viii. 15, Clout 90; led astray,

Worlds Vanitie 84 ; bereft, deprived, S. C.

Apr. 4.

formall, regular, S. C. Dec. 6S, Hubberd 361,
Clout 862.

formally, expressly, 11. xii. Si.

formerlie, -ly, a little time before, 11. xii. 67 ;

first, beforehand, vi. i. 38, iii. 38.

forpas, to pass by, Hubberd 519 ; J ret. 111. x.

20.

forpined, /)/»/. adj. wasted away, 111, x. 57,

forrdy, i6. raid, iii. iii. 58, vi. xi. 42.

forriy, vb. to ravage, raid, vi. xi. 40, viii.

vii, 36 ;
pret. i. xii, 3.

forr6st, 111. x. 41.

forsake, to avoid, 1. xi. 24; to renounce, 11.

vi, 21.

forslack, to neglect, vii. vii. 45, forslackt,

-ed, pa. part. v. xii. 3, vi. xii, 12.

forslow, -sloe, to delay, hinder, iv. x, 15, vii.

vi, 16, S. C. June I 1 9.

forspent, fore-, pa. part, utterly wasted, 1.

ix. 43, IV. V. 3.J.

forstall, forstallon, to prevent, impede, 111.

i. 46, V. xii. 4, S. C. May 273.

forawatt, ppl. adj. covered with »wcat, S. C.

April 99.

forswonk, pj>l. adj. tired with hard work,

S. C. A/ril tj(j. See awink.
forthinko, to renounce, iv. xii. 14; torcgret,

VI. iv. 3J.

forthrinht, itraij.htway, immediately, n. vii.

35 ; itr.*ijjlit forward, 11. xi. 4, vi. vii. 7, A'. C.

Auf(. Hy
fortilago, a imall lori, 11. xii. 43.

Fortune, »6. iv, iv. 37, v. iv. 6.

forttine, vb. to happen, 1. iii, 5, vi. jo, ni. ii.

2 2, V, iH, VI. vii. 14, .V. C. p. 447, Hubhtrd

631.
fortunoloaan, uiif«»rtuii«tc, iv. viU. aj.

fortuniy.o. t.. nukr f..rtuii*lc, vi. ix. 30.

forwftn<lrii»K, /"^^ {art. waiidciing *»l»ay, 1.

vi. 34. forwandrod, ///. adj. waiidcrrd

astray, lit. xi. 30.

forward, fir, 111. ix, 11.

68;

forwarned, pa. part, prevented, 1. ii. 18.

forwasted, fret. i. i. 5, n. x. 52 ; ppl. adj. i.

xi. I : laid utterly waste, ravaged,

forwearied, /)//, adj. i. i. 32, ix. 13, xi. 45;
pa. fart. v. v. 50 : utterly wearied,

forwent, pret. of forgo, left, 111. v. 10, iv.

vi. I I, Fiiit. Elegit 174.

forworne, ///. adj. worn out, i. vi. 35.
foster, t'orester, iii. i. 17, iv, 45, 50, r. 13.

fouldring, //>/. adj. thundering, 11. ii. 20.

foule, bird, Bellay 97, Sonneti p. 607.
fowle, adv. foully, iv. vii. 16,

foy, allegiance, 11. x. 4I.

foyle, i6.* repulse, 11. iii, 13,

foyle, 56,2 a thin layer (jig.), iv. ii. 29.

foyle, vb. to defeat, overthrow, 11. x. 48, v-

xi. 33.

foynd, pret. lunged, thrust, 11. v. 9, viii. 47,
IV. iii. 25, V, v. o.

foyson, abundance, protusioti, Tk«U. 98.

fraight, ppl. adj. fraught, i. xii, 35, S. C-

S>pt. S4,

frame, i6. structure, construction, 1. x. 59, 11.

ii. 12, III. i. 31, Clout 287 ; web i^ipider^/.),

IV. ii. 50 ; in, out of J. "in, out uf condition,

order, S. C, Aug. 3, Oct. 25,

frame, vb. to nuke, form, 1. ii. 30, xii. 13.

111. i. 24, iii. 12, Tearti 203, Mmop. 370 ; to

support, I. viii. 30; to direct, iti. i. 20; 10

set on the way, vi. v. 40 ; to plan, 111, x. 16 \

rejl. to direct, prepare, vi. vi. 25.

franchise, privilege, iv. ix. 37.
frunchisemcnt, deliverance, v. xi. 36.

franckor, cmnp. iiiore (tee, forward, 11. ii.

37; Iraiik, free, HuN>*rd ^,7^1.

fnvncklin, franklin, freeman, I. x. 6.

fninion, 4 loose woiiun, it. ii. 37, v. iii. ai.

friiught, ppl adj. rilled {^^.), v. xi. 8, iO.

fray, th. to frighten, terrily, 1. i. 38, 5a, Hi.

19, xii. 11, 11. viii. 46, xii. 40, ill. iii. U, v.

xii. 15.

frfty*, tb. battle, allray, iv. 1. 47
flrayle, tender, in, viii. 31 ; weak ^/r.i»n/.), ir.

vi. i2.

(Vend : uttk (itnt to J. — with CioU at help, I.

i. 2S; uttk love to/., III. III. I4.

frenne, »iraiigrr, rnrmy, S.C. Afr, a8.

froah, lu Irrshrn, rrvivr, v. v. 45.

frot, »A. a carved border, iv. ai, aj.

fr«t, frett, vb. to devour, Jctiroy, 1. ^

fVotlod, fa. purl. adonicJ, II. |JU 37, ^^, •

friond, !

frigol, * . »U.

10.
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frise, fryse, frieze, decoration on a column,

Bellay 45, Sonnets p. 607.

friske, sb. caper, gambol, iv. x. 46.

frize, sb. frieze, coarse woollen cloth, vii. vii. 31.

frize, vb. to freeze (Jig.), vi. x. 33.
fro, from, 1. iii. 28, vi. ix. 33.
frolicke, vb. to rejoice, be merry, vi. iii. 9.

frollick, -e, adj. joyful, merry, vi. ix. 42, vii.

vii. 39.
fromwarde, adv. turned away from, .S*. C.

P- 434-
front, sb. forehead, i. ii. 16.

fronting, pres. part, serving as a front to,

Bellay 17.

frorne, pa. part, frozen, S. C. Feb. 243.

frory, frosty, frozen, in, viii. 30.

froth-fomy, foaming, i. xi. 23.

frounce, to gather in folds, 1. iv. 14.

froward, adj. perverse, 11. ii. 26, iii. v. 7,

Hnbberd 66 ; adv. = fromward, away, vi. x.

24.

frowie, musty, stale, S. C. July iii.

fruict, offspring, S. C. p. 435 ; fruit, S. C.

Feb. 128.

fry, sb. swarm, 1. xii. 7, S. C. Oct. 14. frie,

spawn, young fish, Clout 242.

fry, frie, vb. intr. to boil, seethe (of water),

11. xii. 45, v.ii. 15.

fryse, see frise.

fulfill, to fill, occupy, 11. xii. 30.

fulmined, pa. part, fulminated, sent forth, iii.

ii. 5.

fume, sb. : in a great f. — .\\. great pressure (of

vapour). Three Lett. p. 616.

fume, vb. to pass away. Clout 720.

funerall, death, destruction, 11. v. 25, R. T.

117; grave, monument, R.R. 37.
furniment, furnishing, fittings, iv. iii. 38.

furniture, gear, equipment, in. i. Il, vii. 18,

S. C. p. 430, Muiop. 56 (plur.), Three Lett.

p. 615.
furre, furr, far, S. C. pp. 418, 427, 458.
furst, first. 111. xi. 1.

fylde, pa. part, felt, vi. xii. 21.

fyled, pa. part, filed, registered, vi. vii. 33.

fynd, pa. part, made fine, driven off (of chaff),

S. C. Dec. 125.

G

gagd, pa. fart, pledged, risked, 11. iii. 14.

gage, i^b. pledge, 1. iv. 39, xi. 41, p. ^12, Hnb-
berd 517, 865.

gainesay, sb. contradiction, iii. ii. 15.

gain-, gainestriue, to resist, strive against, 11.

iv. 14, IV. vii. 12.

gainsaying, pres. part, protesting, p. 408.
gainsaid, -sayd, pret. opposed, 11. ii. 28

;

pa. part, denied, S. C. p. 427.
galage, a wooden shoe (galoshe), S. C. Feb.

244, Sept. 131.

Galathesi, pseudony/n, Clout 516.

galingale, an aromatic East Indian plant, or

English species of sedge, Muiop. 194.

gall, bile, gall-bladder, i. i. 19, ii. 6.

gallimaufray, jumble, medley, 5. C. p. 417.
gallow tree, gallows, //. Love 153. |
game, joke, i. xii. 8.

"

gamesom, -e, sportive, iii. iv. 30, vii. vi. 51.

gan, did {properly began), i. ii. 2, n. vi, 39,
viii. 8, HI. viii. 45, 48 ; with to, v. xi. 2, Daphn.

115, Cf, gin,

gang, -e, to go, S. C. March e^'j, Sept. 100, 1 55.

gard, protection, care, in. ii, 21, a

garish, to cure, in, v. 41. Cf. guarish. I

garland, chief ornament, ' glory ', R. R. 449.
garre, to make, cause, n. v. 19, .S". C. April 1,

Sept. 106.

gasp, to gasp (/^.),iS.C.iVoi/. 126. gasping,
ppl. adj. gaping, gasping (Jig.), S. C. Apr. 6.

gastfuU, fearful, S. C. Aug. 170.

gat, pret. got, in. v. 7,

gate, sb.^ manner of going, gait, i, viii, 12, in.

iv. 32, v. xii. 14, S. C. p. 467, Daphn. 195 ;

way, path, 11. xii. 1 7.

gate, sb."^ gont, S. C. May 1 77.

gate, vb. pret. got, obtained, Amor. Son. 66.

gaule, gall, bitterness, Three Lett. p. 627.

gawdy green, green dyed with weld, yellow-

ish green ; ^S". C. May 4.

gaze: n/ ^. = astonished, bewihlered, n. ii. 5.

gazefull, gazing intently, iv. x. 28, H. Beautie

29.

gazement, observation, v. iii. 17.

gealosy, gelosy, -ie, jealousy, i. xii. 41, n.

iv. 34, Love 267.

geare, 56. dress, apparel, 11. iv. 26 ; fashion, iv.

xi. 45 ; equipment, apparatus, v. ii. 50, vi. viii.

16; affair, matter, business, v. viii. 30, vi.

iii. 6.

geare, vb. to jeer, n. vi. 21.

geason, uncommon, extraordinar}', vi. iv. 37,
Hnbberd 12, Worlds Vanitie 5.

geere, matter, 'stuff,' Three Lett. p. 626. Cf.

geare.
golly, congealed, in. iv. 40.

gelt, 4-^^' lunatic, iv. vii. 21.

gelt, 56.2 gold, S. C. Feb. 65.

gelt, pa. part, gelded, vn. vi. 50, Hnbberd 520

gent, gentle, 1. ix. 6, 27, n. i. 30, xi. 17, ni. 1.

44. iv. 45, 49, vii. 3.
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gentlesse, gentleness, vi. iv. 3.

gere, foul m.-itter, vi. xii. 28. Cf. geare.

german, brother, i. v. 10, 13, 11. viii. 46.

geme, to grin, v. xii. 15. Cf, gren.
gesse, to cieem, think, iv. i. 7.

gest \ feat of arms, exploit, i. x. 15, 11. ix.

53, IV. iv. 36, X. 4, Hubberd 97S.

gest^, gesture, sign, 11, ix. 26; countenance,

mien, bearing, iii. ii. 24, viii. 8, vi. iv. 14.

gether, to gather, S. C. Apr. 152.

ghastlinesse, terribleness, terror, 11. iii. 44.
Daphi. 327.

ghastly, full of fear, iii.i.62 ; terrible, iii. ii.

29.

ghesse, to guess ; to deem, judge, i. vi. 1 3, iv.

V. 45, VI. ii. 45. ghest, /a. pdrt. i. vi. 40.

ghost, spirit, soul, i. v.i. 2 1, !!. i. 42, iv. iii. 13,

vii. 41 ;
person, creature, 11. viii. 26. ghoast,

apparition, vision, liellay i 13.

ghostly, spiritual, Hubberd 2S0, 479.
giambeux, leg-armour, greaves, 11. vi. 29.

gieft, gift, v.x. 14.

gilden, ppl. adj. i-ilded, 111, iv. 17, \i. ii. 44 ;

pa. part. vii. vii. 33,

gillyflower, clove-scented pink, Amor. Son.

64.
gin, sh. instrument of torture, rack, i. v. 35 ;

stratagem, plot, 11. iii. 13, iii. vii. 7 ; snare, i:ct,

Muiop. 3^>9, 387.

gin, ginne, gynue, vb. Xo begin, 1. i. 21, vi.

9, 17, xi. 21, III. iii. 36, viii. 51, .S*. '^-'. Frb. 2,

39, March 10, Oct. 25.

gipsen, gipsy, JIuhherd 86.

girland, -lond.gyrl-, band. vi. ix. 8; 'gJory,'

J/ubhenl I 1 85 ;
garland, Pas/. Elegit 1 53. C(.

garland.
iHt, ib. jeuit, tournament, i.i. I , .V. C.Oct.^ij

i.st, vb. to joust, tilt, III. X. 35. IV. i. I I.

ide, to gladden, vi.x.44; pret.. Clout 266.

ulfull, joylul, IV. vi. 34. v. in, 34, 40, viii. 6.

ulfulnos, joyfulncsi, Afuiop. 20^.

idHomo, clicerful. plcaiant, Hubberd io.

Liio, IV. vii. 28
;
glayue, v. xi. 58 ;

glalue,

. X. '9, Love 233 : iwi>rd.

no, couplc<I with ^oltl, app. -glitter, 1. ix. 3a.

.XI. 63; joy, mirth, happmcu, iv. ix. I3,vi.

: 43 ; txaltation, pr<)%pciity, S. (\ Feb, 2i<\',

:ke hi g - gladly accept, VI. v. 39.

iimo, glen, valley. .V. C. A/r. a6,

lb, a thick mail of matted hair cm ific fofe-

id and over the eye«, iv. viii. it.

linn, a momcntaiy ihiiiiiig, glini|n«, v. vl. jy,

viii. 48, Jf. Deautie a a I.

iMtor, t<i flittrr. ihiiic, in. I. 41, v. ii ai,

rVott/495, Kllnlrlng. /// «>«/;. I.i. i4,iv.K,

vii. 3-1, III. XI. 52 ; glyator, J'ruiA. 4.

glitterand, ///. flii . glittering, shining, 1. iv.

16, vii. 29, II. xi. 17, S. C. July 177.
glode, /r^/. glided, passed, iv, iv. 23.

gloome, to gloom, become dusk, Epitk. 284,

glose, -ze, to conmicnt upon, interpret. Gnat

p. 4^6 ; to fl.ittcr, talk speciously. Three Lett.

p. 629. glozing, fpl. adj. flattering, deceit-

ful, III. viii. 14.

glow, to be red as with glowing heat, iv. vii. 6.

glutted, fa. part, filled, S. C. Sept. 185.

gnarre, to snarl, growl, i. v. 34.
gobbeline, g^iblin, 11. x. 73.

gobbet, piece (of flesh), lump {o( food), 1. i.

20, X. 13, V. xii. 39.
Godbewye, good-bye, Tu-o Lett. p. 639.
godded, fret, deified, Clout Sio.

Goddilge ye, God yield you = God bless you,

Tufj Lt'.r, p. 6.}0.

godhead, divinity, Clout S34.

goe, fa. fart, gone, S. C. July 1 1 8.

gondclay, gondola, n. vi. 2, 1 1.

good, goods, property, v. i. 33 ; knew kii g. «
knew how to behave, 1. x. 7,

goodly, nt/v. courteously, i. v. 15 ; bcautiliflly,

well, 11, v.i. 53, IV. i.x. 14.

goodlyhed, -lihead : thy, your g. <=» the pcr-

suiulity of one w l.<» :s goodly {^x form of

addp.ss), II. III. 33, S. C. j'eb. 1S4, May a7o;
goodly ap|>earance, beauty, 111. ii. 38, vi. ii.25.

goold, mangold. Clout 339.
gorbellyed, ///. corpulent ; inflated, unwieldy,

'l\io Lett. p. 640.

gore, to pierce, wound, 11. vn. 13, m. • ^»5

gored, ///. adj. 1. iii. 35, v. 9.

gore bloud, clotted blood, 11. i. 39,

gorge, throat (internal), I. i. I9, u, iv. a>;

maw, I. XI. 13.

gorget, armour f^r thr threat, iv. iH, u.
goHhnukf, ' 4'.

gOKiiip, icutiv
, 53,

»93-

got, fa. pert, won, IV. I. 50 ; i«ii g^t - had

belakri) herurlf, iv. xL 42.

gouriuAndlte, gtir-, grecdincM, vi. »•'• ^^

X. 34.

goiKmall ,11 xii. 4^.

goiu'rimmo. .. 1, dciuraiiuur, II.

I. j9,.Vi./.,/.. • II. iv.;.

gouornlng,
;

vL 14 ;

!•''/. »''. t oiulm !, ;.

gouornmont, mai • riH«djr),i.U. 10;

conduct, Uaiiraitour, >, v. riii. 3:
guidance, V, iv. 4.

gr»o«, kindiiru. iiirfty, 111. vil. 59; fftvoor,

l^tt^e J44, ("lour 4H4, 500;
qualttiet, Efitk. I07.
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grace, vb. to favour, i. x. 64, vi. xi. 6, Clout

485. graced,/)/)/, adj. favoured, embellished,

VI. ix. 8.

gracelesse, unfortunate, unlucky, iv. iii. 8;
cruel, mercileSs, v, xii. iS, S. C. Aug. 113.

grafifed, pa. pari, grafted, firmly fixed, 6'. C.

Feb. 242.

graft, pa. pari., graft /« = engrafted upon,

Clout 918.
graile, -yle, gravel, i. vii. 6, v, ix. 19, Bellay

157-
graine : died in ^. = dyed thoroughly {prig, in

scarlet), i. vii. I.

gramercy, -ie, thank you, thanks, 11. vii. 50 ;

sb.. Three Lett. p. 624.

grange, dwelling-place, vii. vii. 21.

graple,sfe.an instrument for grasping, v. viii. 42.
grapleraent, clutch, grasp, 11. xi. 29.

grapling, pres. part, gripping, wrestling, iv.

iv. 29.

grase (Jig.), to move on devouring, to grow,

be prevalent, S. C. Sept. 113.

graste, pa. part, graced, Hivoured, vi. xii. 16.

grate, to fret, harass, i. i. 19, 11. i. 56, iii. ix.

14, Hlibberd I 334.
gratulate, to greet, welcome, Amor. Ded. 1.

grayle ', grail ; holy vessel said to have been

used at the Last Supper, 11. x. 53.
grayle ^, see graile.

greaue, grove, thicket, in.x.42, vi.ii. 43.
gree ^ station, rank, degree, S.C. July 21 •^.

gree^ favour, goodwill, i. v. 16, 11. iii. 5 ; in

gree = vi'wh. favour, p. 410; to take it ivell

in g. = to take in good part, to consent, v. vi.

21.

greedie, -y (trans/.), greedily pursued, v. iv.

42, VI. xi. 17.

greet, to congratulate, 1. i. 27, v. iii. 14, 15, xi.

15-

greete,s6. weeping, lamentation, S. C. Aug. 66.

greete, vb. to weep, .S". C. Apr. i.

gren, to grin, vi. xii. 27. grenning, pres.

part. I. vi. 1 1
;
ppl. adj. iv. vii. 24.

gride, -yde, to pierce (///. and_;?o-.), 11. viii. 36,
III. i. 62, ix. 29, IV. vi. I, Gnat 254. gride,
-yde, pa. part. iii. ii. 37, S. C. Feb. 4, Aug.

95-
griefuU, -fif-, sorrowful, iv. i. 16, vi. viii. 40.
griesie, gryesy, grev, grizzled, i, ix. 35, in.

i.67.

griesly,-isely,-lie, at//. horribIe,grim, ghastly,

I. i. 37, v. 20, 30, ix. 21, II. i. 39, vi. 18, ix. 29,
xii. 6,111. i. 14, iv. 52, vi. 37, xii. 1 1, iv. iii. 13,
S. C. Nov. 55, Dec. 68 ; adv. iv. vii. 40.

grieuaunce, hurt, pain, iv. iv. 26.

grieued, ppl. adj. injured, i, viii. I 7.

grin, to gnash (the teeth), v. iv. 37.

gripe, grype, sb. grasp, v, xi. 27, vi.iv. 7.

gripe, I'ft. to grasp, understand, p. 408. griped,

ppl. adj. I. xi. 41 ;
grypt, pa. part. vi. iii

28 : grasped.

griple, s6. grasp, v.ii.14; ac(/. grasping, greedy

I. iv. 31 ; tenacious, vi. iv. 6.

gronefull, full of groans, mournful, 11. xi. 42,

groome, young man, iv. v. 36, v. i. 12, vi.iv,

42, ix. 5 ; shepherd. Clout 12.

grosse, adj. heavy, i. xi. 20 ; sb. the whole

S. C. Sept. 135.
grossenesse, stupidity, S. C. p. 419,
ground, reason, ciuse, Clorinda 24.

grounded,/)/'/, adj. : /// g. seeds = seeds plantec

in bad soil, iv. iv. I ; pa. part, based, Tkret

Lett. p. 621.

groundhold, anchors of a vessel, vi.iv. i.

groueling, prone, having the face toward"

the ground, flat, 11. i. 45, viii. 32, xi. 34, iii,

i. 38, iv. 17, V. 23, vi.i. 39.

groynd, pret. growled, vi. xii. 27.

grudge, sb. ill wiil, resentment, in. iv. 61, iv

ix. 32.

grudgeing, vb. to complain, murnmr, v. vii,

37 >
p>'es. part, murmuring, 11. i. 42 ;

ppl. adj

complaining, repining, i. ii. 19, v. x. 37.

grutch, to murmur, complain, n. ii. 34.
gryfon, -phon, griffin, vulture, i. v. 8, 11,

xi. 8.

gryping, vbl. sb. grip, grasp, i. xi. 20. Cf.

gripe,
grysie, horrible, grim, grisly, 11. xi. 12, iii. xii,

19.

guarisht, pret. healed, iv. iii. 29. Ct. garish,

guerdon, reward, i. x. 59, iv. iii. 16, v, iii. 14,

S. C. Nov. 45, Clout 943.
guilen, to beguile, deceive, iii. ix. 7.

guiler, deceiver, 11. vii. 64, 111. x. 37.

guilt, gilded, vii. vii. 28.

guise, -ze, -yse, mode (of life), behaviour, i.

iv. 20, vi. 25, V. xi. I9,vi. V. 2; custom, mode,
fashion, 111, i. 39,1V. x. 6, 49, vi. ii. 6; condi-

tion, VI. vi. 32.

gulfe, voracious appetite ;
' maw,' 5. C. Sept.

185.

gurmandize, see gourmandize.
gust, taste, flavour, vn. vii. 39.

gut, stomach, Ihibbcrd 212.

gybe, to jibe, jeer, 6". C. p. 427, Hubberd 714.

gyeld, meeting-place of a guild, guild-house,

II. vii. 43.

gynne, gynst, see gin.

gyre, whirl, revolution, 11. v. 8 ; ring, circle,

in. i. 23.

gyu'd, pa. part, bound, fettered, v. iv. 35

J
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H

haberjeon, -geon, a sleeveless coat of mail,

II. vi. 29, III. ill. 57, V. V. 2.

habiliment, iing. i. vi. 30; plur. i. iii. 17,
xii. 5, II. i. 22, VI. iv. 4, Hubberd 1 10: equip-
ment, dress, clothes.

hability, ability, vi. iii. 7.

habitaunce, dwelling, 11. vii. 7.

hable, able, powerful, i. xi. 19, vii, vii. 31.
hacqueton, a stuffed jacket worn under the

mail, 11. viii. 38.

had ywist (///. had I known) = a vain regret,

Hubberd 893.
hagard, wild, untamed, i. xi. 19.

hale, sb. well-being, welfare. Past. Elegit 103.
hale, hayle, vb. to drag, pull, 11. iv. b, 14, m.
iv. 31, V. ii. 26, VI. i. 17.

halfen, half: halfen f_y^ — half sight, one eye,

in. X. 5.

halfendeale, adv. half, iii. ix. 53,
hallidome,only in asseveration: hymyK.,}lub-
^^'''' 545-

hallow, to consecrate, 111. iv. 10; [a. part.,

S. C. Fib. 210.

hallowing, /re>. part, shouting, hallooing,, vi.

viii, 40.

ham, thigh, 11. iii. 27, v. v. 2,

han, //. have, S.C. March O2, May ^tj, 16S,

July ^o, 203, Sef>t. 163, (Jet. 16, 117, I)<\.

I I 2.

hand : out r/A.^^at once, in. v. 3, v. iv. 32.

handeled, /^rf/. used, 111. i. 1 1.

handHoU, reward, vi. xi. 15.

handsome, handy, suitable, iti. vii. 60.

hap, ib. lot, fortune, fate, 1. iv. 49, n. iv. 43,
IV. ii. 43, VI. iv. 36, Wnrlili Vauitie 45, Epi-

grams p. 607 ; by hap -' by chance. Amor. p.

577
haploHNO, IxMring niitfortuiir, iv.iv. Ji.

happily, -oly, by chain c, 11. I'roL 3, iv. iv. 6,

xi. 53, xii. 32, S. C. March 3 1

.

happy, tuccctkfui, in. i. 10.

harbcHKor, h('»t, citcrlainer, liaphn. 470.
harboui', -brough, »hcltcr, 1. i. 7, .V. <\ Jimr
18.

htLTdfprtt. hcanl, in. ii. ji, Hubberd 267 ;
p.t.

part. II. ix. 25.

hardimont, onrj^^r, )N>ldiirt«, audacity, 1. 1.

14, ix. 12, n. I. 27, u. 37, III. i. 2, V. 10, V. viii.

23, .Imor.p. 577; Jann/< cxj>lt>it, in. ix. 53.

hardnnHfin, rudcnru, iv. viii. 60.

hardyhoddo, -hod, boldiim, ai<iU<r,y, mut-

*K*^» I'- 4'^'» '• '*'* i^^i ^- ^ ' ' ^ '•"•'die hrjd
,

Muhp. 27.

hamesse, arms, weapons, v. iv. 36 ; Aarnesie-
^?ari/<^ = armour-bearing, n. xi. 43.

Harpalus, pseudonym, C.out 3S0.
harrow, interj. a cry of distress or alarm, 11.

^'•43,49. viii. 46.
harrowd, pret. harried, 1. x. 40.
harten, to incite, encourage, R. R. 300 ; pa,
part, IV. ix. 34.

hartie, courageous, i. ix. 25.
hartie-hale, healthy, Mmop. 1S8.

hartlesse, -les, timid, without courage, dis-

heartened, n. ii. ';,I{ubl>erd 1355, C/0M/9, 228.
hart roote, depth of the heart, S. C. Dec. 93.
hart sore, c.nisc of grief, 11. i. 3.

harts ease, traiujuiliity, peace oC mind. Epi-
taph (2j 25.

haske, rush or wicker basket, S. C. Aoi. 16.

hatching, vbl. ^b. process of production, Three
Lett. p. 61 I.

hauberque, -berk, borgh, coal of mail, 11.

viii. 44, III. iv. 16, M. 52, IV. ix. 27.
haught, noble, 1. vi. 29.

haulst, fret, embraced, iv. iii. 49.
hault, tiaiii.'hty, vi. ii. j^. ,

havilting,///. adj. halt, lame, Two Lttt.p. 640.
haunt, haunten, to frequent, visit, i.xi. 2,S,C.
March 1 1

1 , July 78 ; to pursue, niolot jig.^)
I. XI. 27.

haueour, -iour, bearing, deportment, behav-
iour, 11.11. 15, in. vi. 52, xii. 3, S.C. Apr. 66.

hayliug, hayld. see hale,

huynous, liciuou*, hutclul, vi. i. 18.

huzurdud, prrt. rn'j ; rrm!, .\twop. 378.
hasardise.pc 'iiditiun.n.xn.ly.

has&rdry, vci.i
, u. v. 13; gaming,

playing at due, III. u 57.
hoadincMO, ha»tineu, rathiiCM, S. C, p. 417.
hoadloaao hood, lit. h<KHj without a head;
hriicc, j>crh. braiiileti head, A. C, Fth. 66.

headpoaoo, head, .V. C. May 24 J.

hoape, tb. nil' 1. iv. 16.

heaped, ///. . mu. 23.

heard ', hrr<t, m. \i,. i , i^. )«. 3^.
heard '', kce}>cr v( a ticrd u4\att e, vi. ix. 4, 19,

I J.

hoardgroome, hcrdknuii, ti. xi,i^,S, C, F*t>.

.^.^. •'•»•/: 45-
hoardniau, hrrdinun, S.C ^^'-^ A- -

hoaro, tb. hair, 1. \ \\>. \i, 11 xii. | J,
Thexi. 2'», /'ill/. At 11.^.

heare, \h.\u W %\<' v. %y
hoartn, y, luit* . i . ..

hooal. hrnt. ! ! • .• ,•, |, ^^j^

«H, Tor.

hrbon, •«, 16. cbo«jr-uc«, 11. vu. 54 \ ebon/*
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wood, Petrarch 16; adj. of ebony wood, i.

Prol. 3, vii. 37, IV. V. 8.

hedded, //>/.«(//. : illh. = with the head affected

by wine, iv. i. 3.

hedstall, the part of a bridle that fits round the

head, v. iii. 33.

heed, sh. care, caution, v. x i. 18.

heed, vb. to notice, perceive, v. viii. 4.

heedfull, careful, v. viii. 32.

heedinesse, heedfulness, caution, v. vi. 34

;

attentiveness, vi. vi. 26.

heedy, heedie, careful, v.'ix. i^,, S.C. Sept.

167.

heeling, heel-piece of a stocking, Hubberd 213.

heft, pret. raised, i. xi. 39 ; threw, iv. iii. 12.

helme, helmet, iv. ii. 17.

helpless, inevitable, that cannot be helped,

1. iv. 49, vii. 39 ; affording no help, from which

rescue is impossible, 11. xii. 4.

hem, them, .S". C. May 1 29, 304, 3 1 3, June 76,

Sept. 113, 157.

henie(i597heame),a£/v.home,5'. C.Nov. 98.

hend, to seize, grasp, v. xi. 27.

henge, axis (of earth), i. xi. 21.

henty pret. took, seized, 11. ii. i, iv. 12, xi. 17,

VII. vii. 32, S.C. Feb. 195, March 89. hent,

hentest, in Aa;i(f= undertook, in. vii. 61, 5". C.

July 37. hent, pa. part, taken, seized, 11.

vi. 49, VI. xi. 31, /^. r. 677.

hept, pret. heaped, dealt in large quantities, in.

vii. 33. Cf. heaped,
her S their, S. C. May 160, Sept. 39.

her ^ he, him, S. C. Sept. I, 2, 3, 4.

herbar, herb-garden, 11. ix. 46.

here by there, here and there, S. C. Sept. 63.

herneshaw, heron, vi. vii. 9.

hersall, rehearsal, in.xi. 18,

herse, ceremonial, in. ii. 48 ; the solemn obse-

quy in a funeral, S. C. Nov. 60, 70, &c., 200.

hery, -ye, topraise, glorify, S.C. Feb. 62, Nov.

10. berried, heried, pa. part, honoured,

praised, n. xii. 13, in.i.43.

best, see beast,

hether, hither, i. i. 43, vi. viii. 46, S.C. Apr.

151-

betherto, hitherto, S. C. p. 420.

betherward, hither, .S*. C.Aug. 46.

hew ', form, shape, condition (hue), i. i. 46, ii.

40, iii. II, ix. 20, ni. vi.33, 35.

hew^, hacking, slaughter, vi. viii. 49.

heydeguye, a kind of country dance, S. C.

June 2-j.

bidder, a young male sheep, S. C. Sept. 211.

bide, see bye.
bight, kb. : on h. = aloud, vi. vi. 24.

bight, vb. to designate, choose, name, vi. vii.

31 ;
pres. means, purports, 6\ C. Sept. 172 ; ii

called, p. 409; pret. was called, 11. ii. 35, m
i. 24, IV. xi. 50 ;

/)a./'ar^ committed, entrusted,

I. iv. 6, IV. X. 38 ; called, 11. iv. 41, ix. 59 ; ap-

pointed, designated, iv. vii. 17; assigned, or

dained, iv. viii. 54, v. iv. 9 ; meant, directed

V. xi. 8 ; destined, vi. iv. 36 ; called, summoned
Daphn. 11.

bild, pret. held, iv. iii. 42, xi. 17.

binder, adj. back, at the back, i. iv. 5, in. vi

32, S. C. May 243, Mniop. 403.
hipp, fruit of the wild rose, Hubberd 948.
bippodame, sea-horse, n. ix. 50, in. xi. 40.

hire, byre, sb. wages, vi. xii. 6 ; reward, bribe

VII. vi.43,45.

hire, vb. to bribe, Hubberd 682.

hoare, bore, frosty, n. xii. 10, iv. xi. 46 ;
grey

I. iii. 10, Clout 57 ; ancient, 11. vii. Arg.
boarie, hoary, grey, Muiop. 328 ; h. frost =
hoar-frost, i. x. 48, S. C. Jan. 33.

hodgepodge, mixture, medley, S. C. p. 41 7.

hold, sb. refuge, shelter, n. ii. 44.
hole, whole, well, better (of a wound), in. v

43, xii. 38.

holme, holm-oak. Gnat 215.
holpen, pa. part, helped, vi. viii. 25.

homely, adv. kindly, vi. ix. 17; familiarly

Three Lett. p. 614.
hong, pa. part, hung, in. vi. 18.

bont, to hunt, S. C. Dec. 82.

hood, state, condition, v. vii. 21.

hoord, vb. to conceal, iv. xi. 43, vi. iv. 29
pret. piled, Gnat 657; ppl. adj. stored up
treasured, iv. ix. 12.

booued, pret. waited, lingered. Clout 666,

Cf. boning, vb."^

hopelesse, unhoped for, unexpected, in. v. 34,

bore, see hoare.
borld, pa. part, hurled, R. R. 274.
horrid, bristling, rough, i. vii. 31, in. xi. 44,

horror, roughness, i. vi. li,

horsefoot Helicon, Hippocrene H. (so called

because it was fabled to have been produced b^

a stroke of Pegasus' hoof), Teares 271.

bospitage, position of a guest
;
guestship, in

X. 6.

host, hoste, vb. to entertain, receive as i

guest, in. ix. Arg., iv. viii. 27 ; to be a guest

lodge, VI. ix. Arg. to h. = to be guests, Gnai

196.

hoste, sb. army, v. xi. 42.

bostlesse, inhospitable, in. xi. 3
hostry, lodging, shelter, v. x. 23.

hot, hole, pret. was called, i. xi. 29, iv. iv. 40,

S. C. Sept. 1 94 ; named, nientioned, S. C. Jul}

164. Cf. bight, vb.

i
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ioure, howre, time, ii. iii. 34; plur. vi. v.

35 = the seven daily offices of the church;
good h. — good fortune, vi. ix. 39.
housliDg, sacramental {trans/.), i. xii. 37.
houe, vb.^ to rise, 1. ii. 31.
houing, vb."^ pres. pari, floating, 111. vii. 27.

houed, pret. waited, lingered, 111. x. 20. Cf.

hooued.
how be, although, S. C. July 95,
howlet, owl, owlet. Three Lett. p. 62 i.

hoye, a small vessel, 11. x. 64.

hoyse, to raise up, Three Lett, pp.615, 61S.

hububs, shouts, noise, in. x. 43.
huckster: h. nw/i — man who bargains, Hub-
berd 925.
hugger mugger, concealment, secrecy. Hub-
berd 139.

humane, human, iv. ii. 51, Clout 351.
humblease, humbleness, humility, i. ii. 21, iii.

26, xii. b, Amor. Son. 2.

humors, -ours, fluids in the body which were

supposed to atTcct or determine a jHrrson's tem-

perament, R. R. 320; proud A. = pride, I. x.

26 ; sad h. — sadness, iv. x. 50 ; sleep, i. i. 36.

hurly-burly, commotion, tumult, v. iii. 30.

hurtle, hurtlen, to rush, dash, i. iv. 16, 40,

viii. 17, IV. iv. 29; to brandish, wave, 11.

vii. 42.

hurtlesse, harmless, i. vL 31.

husband, fanner, husbandman, iv. iii. 29,

Uubberd idd; husband farme = (2Tiu, iv. iv.

35-
husher, usher, i. iv. 13.

hy, hye, high, 1. i. 8, Proih. 28.

hyacine, hyacinth (precious stone), 11. xii. 54
hydra, -dre, a fabulous many- headed snake,

supposed to liavc been killed by Hercules, 11.

xii. 23, VI. xii. 32.

bye, hie, to haste 1, iv. xi. 6, S.C. Apr. 12S,

May 317. hide, prtt. hastened, 11. xi. af.

hylding, ba^e, worthless, vi. v. 25.

hynd, hynde, servant, rustic lab<jurcr, vi. viii.

12, X. 3,xi. 27, R.R. 344.

hyppocrase, a cordial made of wine flavi>urc«l

with spices, Thrt« Ltlt. p. 615.

I

Ideo, idea, conception, //. L<,v4 284.

idle, ydlo, causclcu, bawlcis. 1. xii. 9, m. vi.

54 ; rniply, I. v.H.

idolo, image, counterpart, imilition, il. u. 4I,

IV. V. I 5.

iU-faJito, evil-faced, ugly, n.xii. 36.

llfauourodly, in a bad >»r unplrasing *ray,

Tkrt€ Lfit. p. 611. ( f. fauourod.

ill fauored, /•//. adj. evU-iookmg, 1. 1. 15.

illude, to elude, evade, 11. v. 9.

illustrate, to render illustrious. Amor. p. 562.
image, Teares 201.

iinbeziled,/>a. part, taken away, stolen, R. T.

p. 470.
imbrast, pa. part, embraced, iv. viii. 59.
imbrew, to thrust, l. vi. 38 ; to stain, vi. v.

5 ;
pa. part, spilt, ill. iii. 38. Cf. embrew

immeasurd, -ed, unmeasured, enormous, it.

X. S, .\ii.23.

immixiug, /r^s. /><ir/. mnigling, iv. iii. 47.
imp, ymp, -e, sb. scion, child, otispring {lit,

iudjig., I. Prol. 3. III. V. 53, xii. 7, iv. xi. 10,

VI. ii. 38, p. 410, R. T. 272 ;
young shoot,

scion, IV. xi. 26, v. xi. 16, Teartt 75.

fmpacible, inappeasable, implacablr, n. m
22, R. T. 395.

impart, to allow, grant, 111. ii. i.

impe (a wing), vb. to engraft feathers in a

wing so as to improve the jkiwcs of Hight,

J{. Htautte 135. ympt, pa. p<jrt. ^tranff.^,

fastened, iv. ix. 4.

impeach, to hinder, prevent, Gnai 576. «C''.

cmpeach,
impcrcedble, not picrceable, i. xi. 17.

impertinent, irrelevant, S. C. p. 419.
impictured, pa. part, impressed as with a

picture, Pait, Eltgit 163.

implaciiblo, lit. vn. 35.
implore, entreaty, 11. v. 37.
imployd, prtt. found cmpl«>yn»cnt for, Ept'

(afk {\ 2S,.

implyo, to effold, I. iv. 31, vi. 6 ; to ciiiaugk.

I .xi. 2>, ; to contain, ill. vi. 34.

importable, unbearable, II. viii. 35.

importune, adj. heavy, severe, grievous,!, xi.

53, xii. 16, II. vi. 29, viii. 38, xi. 7, vi. i. 20,

Muiop. 230 ; trot;'
'

111. in. 44, ZXa/Am.

387: persistent,
I

t. vi.xi. 6.

importuno, t /'. t .:i. i. 16.

lmpi»rtuuoly, ir... «,il.viii.

improMO, to afTrrt. hifltirrirr, I nt-t I •<>.

iinpront, prrf. 5 ;

pro<lucrd by pici5 , , .14;

p<i. part, inipiinted. III. Xil.33.

improuldod, Mnl*'"-"-" * »" '1

In. Inno, abode, \ltt. and

/£), ». ». 31» «•. >" iJ, '" '"• .J«. t>*>^'

469.
Inburnlng, ppJ. adj. burning IntcnMlly. 111. t.

t,\, IV. vin. I 7.

ino6nae, i'>.. "*.

w. a.
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incline, to apply oneself, vi. iii. 3.

incontinent, forthwith, immediately, i.vi.8,

IV, iii. 18, V. ix. 18, VII. vii. 17, Elegie 61.

indew, to put on, 111. vi. 35. indewed, /^re/.

took in, 'inwardly digested,' iii. x. 9. in-

dewd, /)(7. /)ar/. invested, 11. ii. 6, 111. iii. 38.

Cf. endew.
indifferent, fair, just, iii. ii, 1 ; impartial, v.

ix. 36.

indifferently, impartially, vii, vii, 14.

indignaunce, indignation, iii.xi, 13,

indigne, unworthy, iv, i. 30,

indignifie, to dishonour, treat with indignity,

Clotit 583. -fyde, pret. vi. i. 30.

indited, pa. part, indicted, vi. vii. 35.
infant, a youth of noble or gentle birth, 11. viii.

56, xi. 25, V, viii. 41, VI, viii. 25.

inferd, />a. /)ar/', inflicted, vi, viii. 31.
infest, adj. hostile, vi. iv. 5, vi. 41.
infest, vb. to attack, assail (Jig.), i- xi. 6,

Worlds Vanitie 53.

infestred, /)/)/. adj. festered, vi. xi. 24.

infinite, 11. ix. 50, iii.vi. 35.
inflame, to set on fire, Gnat 510.
influence, an ethereal fluid supposed to flow

from the stars or heaven and affect the destiny

of men, i. viii. 42.

inforcement, compulsion, v. xi. 52,

informed, pa. part, formed, fashioned, iii.

vi. 8.

infuse, infusion, H. Love 47.
ingate, entrance, iv. \.\2, R. T. 47.
ingenerate, ppl. adj. innate, in. vi. 3.

ingoe, ingot, mass of cast metal, 11. vii. 5.

inherite, to receive as one's lot, vi. ix, 25.

inholder, tenant, vii, vii. 17.

inly, inwardly, 11. xi. 21, xii, 28, in. i. 55, ii.

II, xi. 27, VI. V. 38, vn. vi. 25, S. C. May 38
{Gloise entirely). Gnat 275, Muiop. 343, Three
Lett. p. 628; thoroughly, S. C. Sept. 161.

inquere, to inquire, seek information, 1, i. 31.

inquest, quest, search, knightly expedition,

III. ii. 4, V. i. 13, VI. xi.42.

inquire, -quyre, to call, name, 11. x. 12 ; to

seek, request, v. xi. 58,

insight. III. iii. 1
1

, v. ix. 39.
insolence, pride, Tenres 72 ; exultation,

Clout 622.

insolencie, pride, S.C. May 118.

insolent, rude, barbarous, iii.iv. 50.

inspyre, to breathe, blow, 11, iii. 30.

insu'th, follows, Elegie 83. Cf. ensue,
intend, to call, name, vii. vi. 9; fret. refl.

directed, II. iv. 46; ppl. adj. outstretched, i.ix.

38 ; directed, iv. i. 27,

intendiment, attention, attentive considera-

tion, I, xii. 31 ; knowledge, understanding, in.

V. 32, xii. 5, Teares 144. i

intendment, intention, design, p. 408. 1

intent, purpose, intention, ik i. 22, vi. viii. 15,
Gjiat 274, R.R. 2^^, Amor. Son. 25; quest,

v. viii. 3. in this /. = in this respect, vi. ix.

20.

intentive, attentive, v. ix. 14.

interesse, interest, vn. vi. 33,
interlace, to intermingle, cross each other

intricately, v. iii. 23 (intr.)
; pres. part, inter-

spersing, VI. xii. 33.
intermedled, pa. part, intermixed, p. 40S.
intermitted, pa. part, suspended, left oft". Two
Lett. p. 635.

intimate, to communicate, ni. ix, 30, vi. iii.

12.

intire, sincere, genuine, v. viii. 12. Cf. en-
tire,

intreat, to prevail upon, induce, n. ii. 35 ; to

describe, treat of, v. i. i. Cf, entreat,
intreatfull, supplicating, full of entreaty, v.

X. 6.

intrinsecall, interior, internal, Three Lett.

p. 615.

introld, obscure reading in n. ii.44 (v. 11. en-

trold, enrold).

intuse, bruise, in, v, 33.
inure, to practise, exercise. Amor. Son. 21.

Cf. enure,
inuade, to go, enter, n. x. 6, in. vi. 37 ; to

intrude upon, attack, vi. iii. 8,

inuent, to find, discover, i. vi. 15, in. v. 10, v.

ii. 20, Amor. Son. 82.

inuest, to put on, iv. v. 18.

irke, to weary, iv, vii, 15.

irkesome, yrkesome, tired, i,i, 55, ii,6.

irrenowmed, unrenowned, n, i, 23.

isope, hyssop, Muiop. 190.

issew, sh. issue, in, ix. 15, xii. 43,
iss^wed, -'d, in. vii, 19, ix, 15, xii. 3, 5, 27,

IV. vi. 3, V. iii. 20; issuing, v. iv. 50;
issu'd, v. iii. 4; issude, Elegie 231 : to

issue,

J (I)

iacke of both sides, a person who sides first

with one side and then with another, a

trimmer. Three Lett. p. 62 1,

iackemate, companion, Three Lett. p. 622.

Jacobs, laakob staflfe, a pilgrim's staff, i. vi.

35, Daphn. 41.

iade, contemptuous name for a horse, hack,

HI, i. 17, VI. vii. 40; term of reprobation

applied to a woman, n, xi. 31.
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iane, small silver coin of Genoa introduced
into England towards the end of the fourteenth

century, in. vii. 58.

iarre, discord, dissension, quarrellirie, 11. ii. 26,
iv, 41, V. 16.

iasp, jasper, Bellay 25.

iauel, -ell, rascal, Hubberd 309, p 2.

ieopardee, -ie, danger, peril, Hubberd 98 ; //*

his i. = into danger at his hands, 11. iv. 4^.
iessemyne, jasmine, Amor. Son. 64.
iesses, straps of leather, silk, &c., fastened

round the legs of hawks, vi. iv. 19.

ioUity, -ee, revelry, 11. xii. 60, 111. i. 40, S.C.
May 192.

iolly, -ie, gallant, brave, fine, i. i. i , ii. 1
1

, iii.

i. 4^, IV. i. 32 ; cheerful, Hubberd 422 ; big,

S.C. Sept. 165.

ioUyhead, jollity, merriment, vi. xi. 32.

ioUyment, mirth, enjoyment, joyfulncss, 11.

vi. 3, IV. xi. 1 2, VI. ii. 16.

iott, least portion, 1. x. 26.

iournall, daily, diurnal, i. xi. 31, p. 210.

iouysaunce, -isaunce, merriment, mirth,

•S'. C May 25, Nov. 2.

iouial, under the influence of the planet Jupiter,

regarded as the source of joy and happiness,

II, xii. 51.

ioy, to enjoy, ioyed, ioyd, f>rer 1. iv. 4<1,

II. X. 53, III. i. 37. ioying, /res. purl, trans.

deriving enjoyment from, 111. vi. 4S ; to re-

joice, delight, i.vi. 1,17, Muiop. 99. loy'd,

pret., Hubberd, 707. ioying, pres. pari
,

R.K. 19S.

ioyancOj-aunce, enioyment, mirth, joy, i. jv.

37, III. xii. 18, Muiop. 20S, Pail. EUf^ie 25 ;

enjoyment (of a prrson), vi.xi. 7.

ioynted, />r*/. diijointcd, dismembered, v.xi.

iuncatu, -atoH, twretmrati, deiicacict (jun>

ketk), V. iv.49, Amor. Son. 77.

K

kaiea key*, iv. x. iS.

keaiiars, %ee koNarn.

keep, koopo, d>. heed, carr ; in lakt *. -^1)
to take h<rd. iiotiic. I. i. 40, m. X. 3S, r, \x.

13, xii. 42, (inat 241 ; (3) t«> lake carr (of\

.V. C. Dei. K; that which it kept, a thargr,

.V. f\ July I 33 ; keeping, care, charge, Hub-

herd 29O.

koopo, vh. to tend, guard, S. (\ May I 29, July

200, Dec. 137.

keeping : bet nl your k. - be on your guard, 1.

xi. 2.

keight. prel. caught, iii.il. 30, v vl. jg.

kemd, pi. pari, combed, v. vii. 4.

ken, to ascertain, discover, Beautie 8S. kend,
pa. pari, known, i. x:i. I ; ascertained, dis-

covered, II. viii. 19; recognized, 5". C. May
237. kent, kend, prel. discovered, 111. rit,

19 ; recognized, iv. x. 14 ; knew, v. xi. 20;
caught sight of, descried, v. xi. 43, Clout 2' 2.

kenat = knowest, S.C. Feb. 85, March 28,
Apr. 2 I , May 2 I 5.

kernes, rustics, peasants, S. C. Ji.ly 199.
kerue, to pierce, cut, iv.i. 4.

kesars, keasars, kaisers, eniperon, 11. vii. 5,
IV. vii. I, Teare'> 570.

kest, pa. part. l. xi. 31 ;
prel. 11. x'. 42, vi.

xii. 15 : cast.

kestrell, ///. 4 small hawk ; applied as a con-
temptuous designation ; base, 11. iii. 4.

ketch, to cjtch, 11. i.4, in. vi. 37.
key colde, cold as a key (yf^.\ TTtrtt Lett.

p. 621.

kijcht, kite, 11. viii. 16.

kind, kynd, -e, nature, 1. ii. 43, iii. 44, 11. ii.

36, V. 28, III. ii. 40, vi. 8; fashion, manner,
11. iii. 40. III. xii. 22 ; *cx, 111. ii. 4 ; family

kin, p. 4 I I ; respect, manner, A\ C. p. 418.
kindly, -ely, natural, innate, 1. iii. 28, vjii. 1 1,

X. 47, III. ix. 33, Tuo Lett. p. 636.
kinred, kindred, 11. x. 35, S. C. May 271.
kirtle, a tunic, on^tiualiy a garment reaching

to the knees or lower, 1. iv. 31, S.C, Amg.
67.

knaok, trinket, knick-knack. S. C. May 286.

knee, projectiiMi, crag, 1. ix. 34.
knife, tword, 11. v. 9.

knowo, p<t. port, known, S. C. Seft. 161.

kodpeaMd,//'/. a</;. lurniihed with a ead-fitcf

»>r bagpol aj'i
• •• . ,« •

fitting hoir <>:

fil'trenlh to the Kvctttccutli vcu'.ui^. Tkit4

I^tl. p. fnK.

kon, to know, Clout t94. kond, prH, v.tI.

35. Cf. con.
kurre. dc.g, cur, S.C. Sepi. i8j.

kydiit, frrt. knewest, S. (\ Det. 92.

kyudod, /VI. /<ir/. brgottenf t. v. 40.

L , Lord, S. C. p. 4jr».

laoo, thread, t

laoke, Inn, «b« . , ropk (a) If.

laokej, to Mt • a lackey, nin ai a footman,

VI. Ii. 15.

Ud, fret. led. ii. ad. H4, m. klU |6, tv. vW.

«, ». »•«. .X7-

XtA; to Inad, V. t, 54.
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laesie, -y, lazv, idle, i. iv. 36, iii. vii. 12,

S. C. Feb. 9, July 33, Clout 372, 766.

laire, resting-place (of a corpse)
;

grave, iv.

viii. 51.

lamentable, lamenting, mournful, vi. iv. 29,

viii. 3.

lamping, ppl. adj. flashing, resplendent, 111.

iii. I, Amor. Son. I.

lanck, slim, slender, in, vi. 18, ix. 21.

landheards, flocks. Clout 277.
langovirous, sorrowful, 11. i. 9.

languishment, suflfering, trouble, iv. viii. 16,

xii. 23, R. T. 159.

lap, to fold, wrap up, 11. iii. 30, ni. v. 51 ;

pa. pari, lapped in, enfolded, surrounded

with (Jig.). V. vi. 6.

larded, pret. fattened, 5". C. Feb. iic.

lare, pasture, iv. viii, 29.

large, at /. = at length, iv. vii. 34.
largebelled, ppl. adj. adorned with large

bells, Three Lett. p. 625.

larumbell, alarm bell, 11. ix. 25.

latched, vb.^ pret. caught, -S". C. March 93.

latch, v6.2 to fasten, S. C. May 291.

later, recent, last, i. i. 32.

latest, last, Daphn. 263.
lattice, screen, 111. xii. 15.

launce, scale, balance, in. vii. 4.

launch, to pierce, vi. ii. 6, viii. 48. launcht,
pret. I. iii. 42. launched, pret. darted, 11.

vi. 20. launcht, pa. part. i. iv. 46, iv. vi.

40, X. I. launched, n. i. 38, in. ii. 37, vi.

52, Aynor. Son. 57. launchedst, iv. vii. i.

lauer, basin, 11, xii. 62.

lawnds, open spaces among woods, glades, iv.

X. 24.

laxatiue, profuse, copious, Two Lett. p. 639.
lay, laye, sb.^ song, i. x. 54, 11. x. 59, p.

409; 'strain,' 11. i. 35, vi. xi. 5, Clout 423.
lay, ^b.'^ = \eQ,y in. viii. 15, x. 23, Gnat no.
lay, vb. : lay on load, lode = to deal heavy
blows, n. xi. 29, iv. iv. 23, ix. 22, 33; to

deposit, n. xii. 3. layd, pa. part, brought

down, reduced (of a swelling), 5. C. Oct. 119 ;

ppl. adj. subdued, S.C. Oct. 12.

laye ^, ? place of rest, in. xii. 44; pi., S. C.

Nov. 15.

laye 2, faity, S. C. May 76.

laye ^, law, n. x. 42.

lay-stall, dung-heap, refuse-heap, i. v. 53.
lazars, lepers, 1. iv. 3.

lea, open ground, meadow land, plain, S. C.

Feb. 1 58, Jrdy 122; the watry I. = the water,

IV. ii. 16.

leach, doctor, i. v. 17, in. iii. 18, iv. 41, iv.

vi. I.

leach-craft, medicine, in. iii. 17.

leachour, lecher, debauchee, i. iii. Arg.
leade, to live, pass one's life, S. C. July 102

185.

leafe, trust, faith: /. and love, Amor. Son

28.

leake, leaky, i. v. 35, vi. viii. 24.

leames, gleam, ray. Epigrams p. 608.

leaneth, depends, S. C. p. 420.
leany, lean, thin, S. C. July 199.
leapes, baskets in which to catch or keep fish

S. C. p. 466.
leare, lore, 'art', m. xi. 16, iv. iii. 40, vi.iv

4. leares = \e5Sons, 111. vii. 21.

lea,Tnd, pa. part, taught, i, \'\. 12.

leasing, lesing, lie, falsehood, i. vi. 48, 11

ix. 51, xi. 10, IV. viii. 24, v. ii, 33, S.C
May 285, Hubberd 6gg, 733, Clout 696; ly

ing, falsehood, S. C. Sept. 150, Clout 102.

least, coftj. lest, in, viii. 24, v. xi. 2<^, vi. viii

I, xi. 43,
least, adv.: at /, = at last, 11. x. 63.

lea,u.'d, pret. raised, n. x. 31.

leauy, leafy, iv. x. 45,
ledden, speech, iv, xi, 19, Clout 744.
lee, river, v. ii. 19, R. T. 603.
leese, to lose, S. C. Sept. 1 35.

lefte, pret. lifted, 11. iii. 34.
legierdemaine, sleight of hand, v. ix. 13

Hubberd 701.

leman, lemman, lover, i. i. 6, vii. 14, 11. v

28, in. ii. 20, viii. 40, iv. i. 9, v. viii. 2.

lend, to give, n. ix. 58; to cause, iv. xii 21

pret. gave, dealt, 11. v. 6, v. i. 21
;
pa. pari

granted, given, v. xi. 42.

lengd, pret. tarried, remained, S. C. May 250
lenger, longer, i. i. 22, iii. 19.

lere, sb. lesson, S. C. May 262 ; instruction

lore, Clout 7S3
;
plur. vi. ii. 31.

lere, vb. to learn, S. C. Dec. 4.

lessoned, /ire/, instructed, in, vi. 51,

lest, to listen, vi, i, i 7,

let, s6. hindrance, obstacle, i. viii, 13, n. xi. 31
IV. i. I 2 ; hesitation, vi, vi. 20.

let, vb.^ to leave, 11. vi. 16. let be {imper.) =

cease from, 11. iii. 16.

let, vbJ^ to hinder, prevent, i. vii. 20, n. i. 47
viii. 28, in. V. 17, V. ii. 4, ix. 7, Past Elegu

126. let, pa. part. vi. xii. I.

leuell, to direct, in. ix. i. leueled, /re/. 11

xii. 34.

leuer, rather, i. ix. 32, in. ii. 6. me I. wen
= I would rather, in. v. 7. Cf. liefe, liefer

leuin, lightning, in. v. 48, v. vi. 40, S. C,

July 91, Aug. 87. levin-brond = flash ol

lightning, vn. vi. 30. .
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lewd, poor, ' sorry,' S. C. Feb. 245 ; foolish,

H. Love 8.

lewdly, wickedly, basely, ly. yiii. 24, vi. yi.

1 7, S. C. Feb, (.).

lewdnesse, -nes, wickedness, iii. iv. 58, v.

r.i. 38.

libbard, leopard, i. vi. 25, 11. iii. 28, vii. vii.

lich, like. iii. vii. 29.

lidge, ledge, v. vi, 36.

lief, liefe, sb. and adj. dear, beloved, 1. iii.

2S, ix. 17, II. i. i6, ix. 4, 111. i. 24, ii. 33,
iv. iii. 52, VI. xii. 17, S.C. July 165, Clout

16; agreeable, lii. viii. 42; Itefe or lol/t, 111.

ix. 13, VI. i. 44; /. or sory, vii. vi. 8 = will-

ing or unwilling. liefer {comp.), preferable,

II. iv.*2S, III. i. 24. liefest (sM/fr/.), dearest,

II. i. 52, III. ii. 33, X. 15, .v. C. Aug. 192.

liege, sh. lord ; superior to whom one owes

allegiance and service, 11. iii. 8, ix. 4 (Jig. ,

VI. yii. 23.

liege, adj. loyal, faithful, Clout 793.
liegeman, a vassal sworn to the service and

support of his superior lord, li. iii. 9 ; flur.

III. i. 30.

ieu, lyen, fa. pari, lain, iv. ix. 4, p. 4I2.

lifuU, lyfull, f^iving or bestowing lif ,
vi. xi.

45, Fpilh. liS.

ig, liggo, liggeii, to lie, vi. iv. 40, S. C.

May 125, 217, Sept. llH, Oct. 12, 63.

ight, lb. to relieve, unload, J. xii. 42; to

remove, 111. v. 31 ; to happen, befall, v. xi. 55.

ight, pa. part, lit, i. v. 19, ni. i. 58.

ight, adv. easily, quickly, I. viii. lO, Hubberd

1056.
lightly, easily. III. v. 25, viii. 19.

lightsome, -«om, radiant, i. vii. 23, in. vii.

48, VII. vii. 51, S. C. Aug. 87, Thtst. 82.

lignage, lincugc. i. vi. ao.

ike, to please, Hubberd 945; likt, prtt. 11.

vii. 27; to like u/r/Z-lo thrive, S.C. July

105.

ike aa, a> il, v. v. 2.

ikelSTt limilar, alike, JUauiie 19^.

ikelyneMe, likenrn, rc»cinl>l«ucc, v. vii. 39.

Iker, more like, v. x. 21.

illed, pret. put out (ihe tongue), I. v. 34.

mbock, ulcinbic, retort, vii. vii. 31.

mohouiul, blo<Mlh<'un.l, v. ii. 25.

immilig, vbt. »b. p4 iilinf% JUniitif 84.

\imxxodt p(i. port, depicted, Jforei JOJ.

In, I. i. 24, V. 35, III. lii. 22, 30, vi.i. 24.

Daphu. 467 ; llnno. Two UtI. p. 64 1 : li.

cea»c, dcti%i.

,ne, lyno, Imcn. v. vil. 6, Mi.if'. 364.

t, to wiOi, driirr, tl,(M.5C, jm. n. ix. I, III.

697

ix.
"J,

S.C. May 164, June 17; pret. I. ii.

22, III. ii. 15 ; ktm, thee, nu, &c., liu

impers.) = it pleased him. &c, he liked, I.

vii. 35,11. vii. 18, 19, IV. ix. 35.
listfuU, attentive, v. j. 25, Clout 7.

lite, lyte, vb. to fall (of a blow), 1. viii. 18,

II. viii. 38 ; to befall, vi. vi. 17; to alight, vi.

vii. 40 ; to come across, discover, S. C.
Sept. 259 ; lite i>i = to deal with, treat o{y uu
ii. 3. Cf. light, vb.

lites, lungs, VI. iii. 26.

liuelihead, -hed, inheritance, 11. ii. 2 {c(.

liuelod , living original, 11. ix. 3 ; life, liveli-

ness, VI. vii. 20.

liuelod, livelihood, income, prosperity, v. ir.

9, Hubberd 1 47.
liuelood, vigour, vi. iii. 7.

liuely, living, lifelike, 1. ii. 24, vii. 20, 11. ix.

2, III. i. 3S, viii. (;, 6, //. Lov4 I 71 ; adv. in

a lifelike way, 111. xi. 39.

liuorey : /. and seiun '<v

pcriy into the corporal
j

"in

by handing over a token, vi. iv. 37.

Hues end, death, K. R. ihS. '

load, blows, II. ii. 23. See Imy, v&.

loaat, ppl. adj. loosmed, uulasteiicd, Mlay
115. Cf. loae.

loathfulnoHse, reluctance, iv. xii. 32.

loathly, 1 'Jihsome, iv. i. 27, v. xi. 3I,

Ttares
},},l,.

liObbin, p^rudnnyr"., C'ht.f 7.^6.

lodge, d\v 32.

lodgings, [ .
.juarter*, 1. 1. 36.

loft, tky, up|>er region, i. 1. 4! ; cdling or

tlooriiig of a ritom, v. vi. 27<

lomo, loam, clay, mud, vi. ix. 16.

lompc, nM»», /;/;i,'n;»n )• (oy.

loinpiah, l'>\v tpititr.!, .tiintnl, itU XU. l8«

Ci. lumpiMh.
long, ti> ImI. n^, t. U. 48,111. iii. 58, vi. ii. 8,

p. 409, Tkr€t let I. p. (*»*,.

loord, lout, III. vii. 12, S.C. Jmiy 33.

looa, praiie, reiK>wii, vi. xii. I J.

loose ', t«' !'•• ''o viii !<• - to i< \yir, v. tt.

loose', tn i..»r, I IT ^^11

lope, f'rtl. leapt, S.C. Marek 81.

1.,,
:

•
.

.V. c . / #;

lord, to • ^, S r. Jnty 176 ; fm.
fart., S. ('. iter, 70.

lordiugs, 1 •!>. « li

lore, th. • »l
- '••— • . *.. *•• , .-.

ir. xi. 13; *i
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lore, pret. left, lost, iii. xii. 44, v. x. 38.

lorne, pa. part, left, deserted, i. iv. 2, S. C.

Sept, 57 ; forlorn, S. C. Jan. 62.

loring, vbl. sb. instruction, v. vii. 42.

lorrell, rogue, blackguard, S. C. July 93. Cf.

losell.

lose, losen, to loosen, unfasten, 11. xii. 67,

III. viii. 51, xii. 2 ; to release, free, iii. vi. 48,

VI. viii. 29. losed, pa. part, released, R. R.

264. lo'st, pa. part, released, set free, iii.iv.

losell, -zell, profligate, scoundrel, 11. iii. 4,

V. iii. 20, VI. iv. 10, -S'. C. p. 447, Hnbberd

6'j, 813, Teares 226, 324. Cf. lorrell,

losse, destruction, i. vii. 10.

lot, division, 11. vii. 19; share, iv. iv. 33;
fate, VI. i. 39.

lothfxill, lothe-, unpleasant, iii. iv. 52
;

hateful, loathsome, Hnbberd 735 ; reluctant,

bashful, Hubberd 1314.
loup, loop, loophole, II. ix. 10.

loupes, loop (in needlework), Muiop. 366.

lout, lowt, to bow, I. i. 30, X. 44, II. iii. 13,

ix. 26, III. X. 23, IV. ii. 23, iii. 5, S. C.July

137, R. T. 202.

loue-afifamisht. Amor. Son. 88. See affa-

misht.
louely, adj. affectionate, loving, friendly, 1.

iii. 30, IV. ii. 30, iii. 42 ; of love, iv. vi. 40,

VI. vii. 28.

louely, adv. lovingly, n. xii. 51, iv. iii. 49.

louer, louvre ; a domed turret-like erection

with lateral openings for the passage of smoke
or the admission of light, vi. x. 42.

lowce, louse, Two Lett. p. 639.
lowe, humble, meek, S. C. July 165.

lowre, loure, to lour, scowl (///. and Jig-),

I. ii. 22, III. xii. 24, IV. V. 19, 24.

lugs, poles, perches (measure of land), 11. x. 1 1,

lumining, pres. part, illumining, //. Lcv^

280.

lumpish, heavy, clumsv, dull, i. i. 43, iii. iv.

61.

lurdane ' feuerl. = fever-lurdan, laziness, ^S*. C
P- 447-

luskishnesse, laziness, slothfulness, vi. i. 35.

lust, desire, 11. ii. 39, iv. i. 34, iv. 44, xi. 51 ;

pleasure, v. xi. 31.

lust, 7/6., pres. to please, choose, 11. vii. ll ; to

desire, wish for, S. C. Nov. 21. lust, pret.

wished, V. iii. 6, viii. 2 2. Cf. list,

luster, lustre, brightness, v. xi. 58.
lustfull, vigorous, lusty, S. C. Ja?i. 37.

lustihede, -head, -yhed, lustie head,
lustfulness, libidinousness, pleasure, i. ii. 3,

S. C. May 42, 204, Oct. 51 ; lustiness,

energy, vigour, 111. x. 45, vii. vii. 33, iI/m/o

54, Epiih. 22.

lustlesse, feeble, listless, i. iv. 20, 111. iv. ^i

yul35, S.C.Feb. 78.

lusty, beautiful, pleasant, S. C. Feb. 131.

lybicke, Lybian ; belonging to Lybia, tl

ancient name of a large country in Norl

Africa, 11. ii. 22.

lymiter, a friar licensed to beg within certa

limits, Hnbberd 85.

lynage, lineage, i. i. 5. Cf. lignage.
lynce, lynx, 11. xi. 8.

lythe, pliant, supple, S. C. Feb. 74, Gnat 22

M

'M.B.a.f pseudonym. Clout 523.
mace, sceptre, n. x. 4.

m.acerate, to fret, vex, Gnat 94.
madding, ppl. adj. foolish, frenzied, S. (

Apr. 25, July 87.

made, />//. adj. artificial, Muiop. 166.

mage, magician, 111. iii. 14.

m.agnes stone, magnet, 11. xii. 4.

magnificke, renowned, glorious, v. Prol. i

p. 410.
magnify, to become greater (reji.), v. viii. i;

to praise, Teares 324. magnifide, pn
glorified, 111. vii. 31 ; pa. part. vii. vi. 26.

Mahoune,, Mahomet, iv. viii. 44.
maiden-headed, bearing a representation

the Virgin Mary, iv. iv. 17.

mailes, mail-armour (composed of interlao

rings or overlapping plates), iv. ii. 17, v. v.

maine, mayne, s6. force, i. vii. 11, viii. 7,

xi. 15, IV. iv. 18, 44; ocean, iii. vii. 34, vi

51 ; adj.f oceaii vi. = ocean, iv. v. 45.
mainly, maynly, strongly, violently, i. v

12, 111. i. 21.

mainsheat, mainsail, v. xii. \%.

maintaiue, maintaine, to uphold (a quarrel

to back up, VI. vi. 35.

main-, mayntenaunce, condition of life

subsistence, 111. vii. 59; deportment, behavioi

S. C. Sept. 1 69.

maisterdome, mayster-, masterful behavioi

IV. i. 46; mastery, victory, v. ii. 15.

maisterie, superior force, iii. i. 25 ;
ph

feats of strength, vi. ix. 43 ; ihewes via^

/£'r/Vs = performs wonderful feats, 11. vi. I.

maistring, mayst-, ppl. adj. controlling, i

v. 2, HI. vii. 2, IV. ix. 2 ; superior, v. xii. 3
H. Beaut ie 214.

make, sb. companion, mate, i. vii. 7, m.xi.

xii. 40, IV. ii. 30, VI. viii. 33, Past. Aeglog-i

18, Past, Elegie 178, Ephh. 87.
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make, vb. to compose verses, S, C. Apr. Hj,

June 82. making, f^/. 56. poetic composition,

iS". C. p. 416, Clout 188.

malefices, evil deeds, Huhherd U54.
malengine, deceit, iii. i. 53.
malicing, pres. part. vi. x. 39 ; maliced,
pret.y Muiup. 257 ; malist, pa. part., H.

Love 238: to regard with malice, to envy,

maligne, to grudge, envy, iii. iv. 39, v. viii,

iS ; to speak evil of, vi. ix. 45.

mall, 56. a (wooden) club, mallet, I. vii. 51, iv.

V. 42.

mall, vb. to knock down, v. xi. 8.

maltalent, ill will, malevolence, 111. iv. 61.

miand, pa. part, hllcd up with men, vi, xi.

46.

manner, custom, behaviour, vi. i. 27 ; all m. -

all kinds of, iv. x. 7.

Mansilia, pseudonym. Clout 50S.

mantle, to spread one wing and then the other

over the correspf)nding outstretched leg for

exercise, vi. ii. 32, Amor. Son. 73 ij^S')'
many, manie, multitude, company, i. xii. 9,

III. ix. II, xii. 23, IV. x i. 18, V. XI. 3, 65,

S. C. May 23, Hlibberd II94.

mard, pret. marred, destroyed, 111. i. 30; pn.

part, spoilt, III. X. 31, S. C. Jan. 24.

marge, margin, edge, 11. v. 6, iv. viii. 61.

margent, margin, edge, 11. xii. 63, ill. iv. 34,

V. X. 3.

Marian, pseudonym, Clout 505.
mariahes, niarshcs, v. x. 23.

marko, a coin value 135. 4^., iv. iv. 15.

arkowhite, bull's-eye of a target {jig.), v.

V. 35.
arle, earth, 11. xi. 33.

Mart', Mil", i. Trol. 3.

mart^, trallic, profit, .S'. ('. Stpt. 37 ; viar oh*\

tnartf lit. tpoil onc't trade, ruin one, I. in.

Arg., /•/^A'/* 173.

rtcllod, frel, hammered, in. vii. 41.

rtyroiit, tormcntctt, alHictctt, iv. vii. a.

aartyrizo, to iiukc a martyr of {(rant/.),

Clout A-i.

uaile, to wonder, marvel, vi. vi. 9.

ke, to di»gui»e oneself, itirif (at with

a nia»k), I. vi. 1, .S*. ('. 'Jan. 2.\, 1^< v. 19;

to conrcal, III. iii. 5I ; to tjkr p4tt in a

n»a«<iuc (/;?".). Ttarti iSo. miiaklng, //V.

adj. at il forming a inaKiuc, lit. xn. a6.

ker, one who take* pan in a niatquc, in.

xii. 6; transf. deceiver, R, T, aOJ.

•Aero, */'. and xb. in. iii. 35, xl. 39, vii.

vii. 19, Amor. Son, 10.

Bftase, wealth, 111. \\. 4; pU»tic •ulutancr,

IV, X. 39.

massepenie, /:/. an offering of nu>i)ey made
at Mais, S. C. p. 443 {attrib.).

massy, -ie, heavy, solid, 111. iii. 57.
mast, fruit of trees used as fcKni !>• '"^Mie,

S. C, Fib. 109.

matchlesse, odd, not a pair, iv. i. .:-n.

mate, >/». fellow, 11. ii. 8.

mate, vb. to overcome, confound, iv. viii. 17;
pa. part. 1. ix. I 2. Cf. amat«.
mattins, morning song (of a bird), Epitk,

ho.

maugre, maulgre, maugor, \.\ spite of, ir.

i. 48, VII. \ii. 17, a. C. Sov. 163, liubbtrd

816 ; unwillingly, reluctantly, in. v. 7, xi. 37,
V. i. 39; a curse upon I 11. v. 12, in. iv. 39.

mauis, thrush, Atnor. Son. S5, Epuk, 81.

may, maiticn, S. C. A'of. 39.
maydenhead, firstfruits, 6'. C. p. 418.

may-game, laughing-stock, object of ridicule,

V. \ 11. 40.

musd, mazed, mazde, prtt. wondered, iv.

ix. II; pa. par:. >tiipcHed, bewildered, ir,

i. 43, Bellay 107 ; fpi. adj. iv. vi. 37, v. viii,

3«.

maze, bewilderment, stupor, iv. iv. 18.

niazoful, bcwilderiii ' '"'''.'tO.

mazer, (i) a hard ^ cU

as a material for dtitiKi . >«,

n. xii. 49 ; (3) a bowl -de

oi iuth Wood, 6'. (', Akf(. j<>.

mazio, like a mazr, S. C Iir<. 25.

mealt'th, :;:elteth, 1. ix. 31.

meane, *6. medium, average, middling con-

dition, II. vii. 16, vi. ix. II, X. 37, H. LiMft

86; midillc part in a musical oompotitioiv

alio or tenor (y)>.\ n. xiL 33: nieaiu, iik

Aii. 40; i'< i^f "i. •<• the ni< • ' . I. 58;

miiUUtn. lur.ti.ini, VII. V.I. OMetm

t>ccjuse I • iif

raeano, a.: u L 33.

meauosae, •noano, huiubic bitiU, iv, vii. lo,

VI. iii. 7.

maanor, oii« who intends or purpuacs, iiu v,

luoanoth, •ntendeih, iv. vi. 6*

iiioatily. luiily, '
'

,
" ' .'u jij^.

inoar'il, ptrt. I
'•

roearo, •/>. t>«>uiuia<^, lu. ix. 4O ^i) \^iit, and

jif.),f<.r.i :,.

mourn, u/;.
\ 34.

mcoauro ', ni< , « I. sai. 4^, ^i. 14*

inoiuiur<> ', »«»n|{, m«l«»dy, 7 •

moaauroU, />*•#/. |ir»»|»ofUin»ct:, _ ., ,

•>. *::.

mnaaurolo'Mif'. ' ' -n, TMrr* 5i<».

liioawoii, *<*
i;

'. H.
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medeewart, meadow-sweet (^Spircea Ulmaria),

n. viii. 20.

raedicynd, pa. part, cured, healed, Clout 877.
raedle, to mix, mingle, •S'. C. Aug. 144.
medling, pre<,. part. 11. i. 61. medled,
pret., S. C. May 263; pa. pari., S. C. Apr.

68.

meed, -e, reward, gain, i, ii. 37, vii. 23, v.

Prol. 3, xi. 61, R. T. 398; booty, gain, 1,

vii. 14; requital, v. ix. 42, Hubberd 331.
meere, perfect, Misc. Sonn iii. Cf. ineare,a^'.

raeet, vb. to be in accord, blend, 11. xii. 71.

meet, adj. proper, i. xii. 39, 11. xii. 71.

meiger, thin, iv. viii. 12.

meint, meynt, pa. part, joined in marriage,

111. xi. 36; mingled, mixed, S, C. Nov. 203 ;

pret. mingled, S. C. July 84. Cf. meiit^.

melampode, black hellebore, S. C. July 85,

106.

melancholicke, v. vi. 19.

melancholie, -y, iv. vi. 2, vii. 38, v. vii. 1 7.

mell, to meddle, i. i. 30, vii. vii. 9 ; to mix
together {inir.), v. ix. I. melling, vbl. sb.

interference, meddling, v. xii. 35, S. C. July
208.

member, limb, iii. iv. 37.

memories, services for the dead, Hubberd 454.
menage, sb. handling, control, iii. xii, 22,

p. 410.
menage, vb. to handle (a horse), i. vii. 37 ;

(a rod, weapons), 11. ii. 18, iv. 8, ix. 27; to

control, VI. ix. 46, H. Beautie 194.

mendes, amends, reparation, 11. i. 20.

mene, sb. means, v. ix. 42, vi, vi. 9. Cf.

meane, sb.

ment ^, intended, purposed, meant, pret. 11. iii.

II, III. xii. 33, V. ix. 10, VI. vii. 29; pa. part.

V. ix. 7.

ment^, />(7. /"ar/. joined, mixed, mingled, i. ii.

5, V. V. I 2, VI. vi. 27.

merciable, merciful, S. C. Sept, 174.
mercie, -y, pardon, 11. i. 27 ; favour, 11. v. 18.

mercifide, /)rt. part, pitied, vi. vii. 32.

mercilesse, obtaining no mercy, iv. viii. 64.

Meriflure, pseudonym, Clout 3S9.

merimake, merry-, merry-making, festivity,

II. vi. 2 I, V. X. 19, S. C. May 15, Nov. 9.

meriment, joy, merry-making, in. i. 57, iv,

ii. 5, Clout 30.

meruaile, vb. to marvel, wonder, iv. vi. 30.

mery, pleasant, delightful, charming, 1. x. 61,

Proih. 128; sweet, having a pleasant voice,

II. v. 31.

mesprise, -prize ', contempt, scorn, insolence,

II. vii. 39, III, ix. 9, IV. iv. ll.

mesprize^ mistake, 11. xii. 19.

met, meet, fitting, vi. viii. 45.
Metaposcopus, Three Lett. p. 621.

mettall, mettle, quality, Three Lett. p. 610,

mew, -e, sb. den, secret place, i, v. 20, 11. v]

19, V, ix. 14, Amor. Son. 80; prison, pla(

of confinement, 11. v, 27, Bellay 110,

mew, vb. to shut up, confine, 111, ix. 5 ; p^

part. II, iii. 34.
mickle, much, great, n. i. 6, iv. 7, in, iv, 2(

ix. 53, S. C. July 16, Hubberd 944.
mid, middle, midst, iv. ii. 48.

middest, adj. most central, in the middl

1. iv. 15, II. ii. 13; sb. midst, middle, iv. i

44, VI, iii. 25, p. 408.

mieue, to move, affect, iv. xii. 26.

militant, engaged in warfare, 11. viii. 2.

mincing, />/)/. adj. afiected, 11. ii. 37.
mind, to bring to mind, 11. ii. 10; to inteni

contemplate, wish, 11. iv. 40, S.C. p. 420.
mineon, mistress, paramour, 11. ii. 37.

minime, a musical note, minim {tran^f), \

X. 28.

miniments, things witti which a person

provided, articles, iv. viii. 6.

minisht, /)/)/. adj. diminished, 1. xi. 43.
minister, to provide, furnish, iii. vi. 9. mil
istered, pret.. Gnat 505.

mirke, dark, obscure, iS". C. Sept. 103.

mirkesome, dark, obscure, i. v. 28.

mirrhour, mirror, i. iv. 10.

mis, to lack, 11. iii. 39 ; to go wrong, err, 1

iii. 40, III. ix. 2.

misauised, /)/)/, adj. ill-advised, 111. ii. 9.

misaymed, ppl. adj. badly aimed, i. viii. 8.

miscall, to revile, abuse, iv. viii. 24.

mischalenge, wrong challenge, iv. iii. 11.

mischance, unhappiness. Clout 427.
mischi^fe, mischiefe, misfortune, 111. x. I

V. viii. 7.

mischieuous, iii. vi. 14, iv. vi. 2, v, vi. 31.

misconceipt, misconception, iv. vi. 2.

miscounselled, ppl. adj. ill-advised, Hubbei

128.

miscreant, -aunt, wretch, villain, i. v. i

vi. 41.

miscreate, pa. part, wrongly created, 11.

38. miscreated, ppl. adj. misshapen, mi

formed, 11. vii. 42,

miscreaunce, false faith, 11. viii. 51, S. t

May 9 1

.

misdeeme, to form an unfavourable judgeme

of, think evil of, i. vii. 49; misdempt, />

part. III. x. 29; to have a wrong opinic

about, misjudge, 1. xi. 55, vi. Prol. ^, Hubbei

375. misdeeming, ppl. adj. dark, susp

cious, I. ii. 3 ; vbl. sb. misjudging, 1. iv. 2.
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misdesert, uiideservingness, vi. i. 12.

misdid, prei. did wrong, iv. iv. 27.

misdiet, improper feeding, i. iv. 23, ii. xi. 12.

misdight, /irt. /)ar/. ill-clothed (_/f^.), v. vii. 37.
rni.sdonne, in/, to misdo, do wrong, 111. ix. 7.

I
misdoubting, /;rfs. /(flr/. fearing, suspecting,

I \'- i^'. 47. -"^i- 43-
miser, wretch, 11. i. 8, iii. S.

nisfare, nushap, misfortune, iv. v. 30, vi. 2,

viii. 5, 27, xii. 1 2, v. xi. 48, vi. iii. 24, xii. 14.

misfaring, vbl. sb. wrongdoing, Clout 758.
nisfeigning, feigning with an evil intention,

iii. 40.

Bisgone, pa. part, gone astray, S. C. July 20 1

.

Qisgotten, /'/'/. adj. ill-gotten, vi. i. 18.

aisgouernaunce, niisnun.igcnient, misuse,

iS". C. ^lay 90; misbehaviour, iS'. (\ Nov. 4.

nisguyde, ^6,wrongdoing, trespass, //.Aoft J 44.

isguyde, vb. to misdirect, vi. iii. 47.
ishappen, to happen amiss, i. iii. 20.

aishapt, /'/>/. aJj. misshapen, iii, vii. 22.

nisintended, ppl. adj. maliciously aimed,

Amor. Son. 16.

tnisleeke, to dislike, v. ii. 49.

dislike, to disapprove of, S. C. May 162;

to be ill-pleasing to, iii. viii. 51.

[nisliue, to live a l).id life, S. C. May 87.

aisregard, lack ot care, iv. viii. 2ij.

aissay, -e, to spca.k wrongly, say wlut is

wrong, A'. C. Sept. 2 ;
pa. part, miaaayd, vi.

xiL 2 ; to speak e\ il of, abuse, S. C, Sept. 1 06
;

pa, part, missayd, iv. vi. 27.

niaaeenie, to nnsbccome, 111. iii. 53, viii. 36,

Hubberd ^^04.

aisseeming, ppl. adj. unseemly, 1. ix. i>f, 11.

ii. 31 ; vlil. sh. false »liow, I. vii. 50.

aia-Hhapo, dcfoimity, v. xii. 29.

ainnhapcn, //>/. adj. deformed, 11. xi. 8.

XliSfling, fret. part, failing, iv. xi. 2.

mistake, to imagine crroneoutly, iv. viii. 55 ;

pret. mintooko, iii. xi. 13; mi«tooko,/'rr/.

fell upon ^'ruvoinly, v. viii. K.

niator, myMtor, (wlut, mch) kind or »oit of,

I. ix. a.:, III. v. 5, IV. vii. 10, xii. 22, VI. xi.

39, S\('.y,dy 201, .S>/./. 103.

nlathought, wronj/; opinion, iv, viii. 5S.

nls-trayii'-d, /rt. part, ini^ird, v. xi. 5 |.

nlfltreth, it nccMjry, 111. vii. 51.

Dlausago, abiitr, H, C. July 1K4.

nlawMidrod,/'//. «<(/. goiiraitray, lu. vii, 18.

Diaweeno, to have a wton^ cipinidti, think

wrongly, 11. 1'r(»l. 3, /'<i»/. Klti^tt 1 01. mlii-

Woon'd, /.r. part. nii»lakcn, v. viii. 46.

awocnintc, 1''/. «''. miijud^rmrni, 1. iv. I.

awond, to Ko a»tray (yi'i'. \ Ifuf'bfrJ laH.

niAWPiit, /,'/. adj. IV. V, 3 ).

mizzle, to rain in tine drops, to drizzle, S. C.
Aov. 208.

mo, moe, more, 1. ix. 44, iii. xi. 45, iv. i. 24

;

otA^r VI. = many others, iS. C. May 6*^.

mochell, much, S. C Feb. I09, Aug. 23.

Ci. muchell.
mocke, act of derision, S. C. Aug, 120; mocket
and mou'^s - derisive gestures, vi. vii. 49.
mode, wrath, iv. iv, 5.

mold ^, mole, spot on the skin, vi. xii. 7.

mold', see mould.
moldwarpe, -e, mole. Clout 763, I^iie 1S2.

mollify, to melt, soften (///.), ^wor. Son. 32 ;

pa. part, mollillde, 111. vi. 7. molliflde,

pa, fart, rcndtrcd less obdurate, iv. xii. 13.

molt, pret. melted, 11. v. 8. molten, ppl.

adj. * dissolved' in emotion, Gnat 245.
moly, a herb of the liliaceons genus Allium^
Amor. Son. 26.

mome, blockhead, vii. vi. 49.
mouastere, monastery, vi. xii. 23.

moue, ib. plea, lit. ix. \2\ grief, vi. v. 4;
lamentation, i'. C. Afr. 89 {^make* m.),

Teares 6.

mone,v6. to bewail, benioan, 1. iv. 49, Ttartt

292.

monimeut, trace, something Krving to iden*

tify, I. V. 38, V. viii. 43, Gnat ttS<f, mark,

l'ij;urc, 11. vii. 5, xii. 80; revotil, 11. i\. jj^

;

liikrn, mcntorial, v. viii. 45.
monoceroa, a tish with a ' honi ', at a MW-li»h.

sword-fish, Of narwhal, 11. xii. 2^
moralizo, to supply with a moral, 1. Prol. t.

mores ', root^, plants, vii. vii. lO.

Mores', Moors, vi. vii. 43.
morion, -an, a kind o( helmet, without

l-caver or visor, w..rn In -th

and I7ih c, VII. vii. 2^ ty

201 , K/if^r.ini^ y (tc'i.

morinh, nioormh, »v»4iiipy, nurthy, iv. \'\.

21), Gnat 251.

morrow, niorow, -«, inuimng, m. xi .
;s. x

ill. 7, S. ('. Martk 3, 46, May H>.

mortAllty, niorul cxulcncc; the nr

.

nioital III4II, I. X. I.

Ill
'

,11. iii. 22,

Hi
. IV. xi. 9, VII. vii, 17; flMt/

u h.i. - 1 . ilic nio»« part, S, ('. Jmly 46, Stft,

104, r/,.„/ 75;.

mot, molo, fitt. may, n. L 33, i'*.

X, 3, Dafkn. a()5
; frtl. umf. n J.

I. il, ao, 11. HI. I H, IV. jl. «, viu 47, <'»;

mot«n, flvr. Ml. vi. 31 ; iuu»i, >'•.

Viii. 5.

ni • 1, fa. pari, propowd, Iuj:. ^ f
.

.25.



702 GLOSSARY.
mott, pret. measured, appraised, CloJit 365.
mought*, pret. might, could, 1. i. 42, hi. x.

18, V. ix. 34, iS". C. March 53.
mought^ must, S. C. p. 416, May 74, 157,
July 153, Sept. 133.

mould, 56.^ dross, vi. ix. 33.
mould, mold, sb? form, shape, 1. ii, 39, vii.

26, III. ii. 25, IV. ii, 41 ; structure, 1. iv. 5,

vii. 33; bodily shape, body, 11. vii. 42;
stature, iv. x. 10.

mould, vh. to moulder (jig.), n. iii. 41.

mount, mound, Gnat 660, 686, Clout 284.

mountenance, space, distance, extent, 111. viii.

18, xi. 20, v. vi. 36.

rxxonth.* d, ppl. adj. having a mouth, 11. xi. 1 2.

moue, to attempt, propose, iv. ix. 31 ; ino7ied

speech = spoke, vi. iii. 14.

mo'wes, grimaces, vi. vii. 49.
moyity, half, 11. xii. 31.

moyle, to defile, H. Love 220.

moystie, damp, vi. ix. 13.

muchell, much, great, i. iv. 46, vi. 20, iii.

vii. 32, X. 31. Cf. mickle.
mum, not a word, iv. vii. 44.
mumming, vbl. sb. masking, Hubberd 802.

munifience, fortification, defence, 11. x. 15.

mured, pret. blocked up, closed, vi. xii. 34.

murrins, plagues, diseases, 111. iii. 40.

murther, to kill, murder, vi. vi. 26.

muse, sb. wonderment, i. xii. 29.

muse, vb. to wonder, 11. i. 19.

musicall, music, S. C. May 28.

must, new wine, vii. vii. 39.
mysterie, trade, profession, Hubberd 221.

N

name, quality, reputation, i. xii. 13.

namely, particularly, above all, vii. vii. 48.

napron, apron, v. v. 20.

narre, nearer, S. C. July 97 ; near, close, R. R

.

213.

nas, has not, S. C. May 61.

nathemoe, 11. iv, 8; nathemore, i. viii. 13,
ix, 25, II. v. 8, III, V. 22, IV. V. 20, VI. xii. 32 :

never the more,

nathlesse, nathe-, -les, naytheles, never-

tlielcss, nouQ the less, 11. i. 5, 22, v. 6, in, i,

':,^, IV. V. 20, VI, 38, Hubberd 375, 1073,
Beautie 1 59,

nation, class, kind (of animals', 11. xii. 36;
brutii>hnatio}i~'A\\\nY.\\cxc^\um,Past.Elegie ()^

.

natiue, natural, 11. iv. 1, v. vi. 27.

nature, vi. viii. 41.

nay: //«n_y = if not, Daphn. 130.

naythles, see nathlesse.

ne,nor,not,i. i. 22, vi.i, iii.iv, 56, p, 4 13, S.C
May 152, Nov. 19; tie . . . «e = neither . .

nor, 1. vi. 1 1.

'Neesra., pseudonym, Clout 524,
neat, cattle, vi. ix. 4.

neate, clear, bright. Gnat 119.

neatheard, one who looks after cattle, S. C

^"g- Arg. 5.

needments, necessaries, i, i. 6, vi, 35, Clot,

195-

neesing, vbl. sb. sneezing, Three Lett, p, 615

iPg-) p. 618,

neglect, pa. part, neglected, The>t. 96.

nempt, pa. part, named, called, 111. x, 29,

nephew, descendant, grandchild, i, v, 22, i

viii. 29, III. iv, 22, R. R. 104.

nest, lodging, retreat, iv, v, 32, vi, xi. 42.

net, pure, clean, in. xii. 20, vi. viii. 45. C
neate.

nethelesse, nevertheless, S. C. pp. 418, 41 <

Cf nathlesse.

nether, no one, v. vi. 35.
new, anew, again, v, ii. 36; of tiew = ovt

again, afresh, vi, xi. 43.
newell, novelty, S.C. May 276,

newfanglenesse, novelty of fashion, inn<

vation, i, iv. 25, Hubberd 675.
nice, fastidious, particular, iv. x. 22, vi. ix. 7
nicer = too fastidious, I. viii, 40.

nicely, cautiously, gently, iii. xii. 10.

nicenesse, luxury, effeminacy, iv. viii. 27.

nicetie, -itee, reserve, coyness, i. x. 7, 11, ii.

;

nigardise, niggardliness, meanness, iv.viii. i'

S. C. p. 458.
nigheth, approaches, S. C. March 4. Cf. ny<
nighly, niggardly, sparingly, S. C. July 171
ni'll, nill, will not, i. ix. 15, n. vii, 32, ni. '

II, xi. 14, S.C. May 131, 151; ivill c

?//// = willing or unwilling, i, iii, 43. wille
or ixilled, pret. were willing or unwilling, r

vii, 16,

nimblesse, nimbleness, v. ix. 29,

nip, to slander, Hubberd 7 1 2.

nis, nys, is not, S. C. J\fay 144, June 1 9, Au^

38, Nov. 9.

noblesse, nobility, 1. viii. 26.

nominate, to name, designate, i. x, 64.

nonce, nones : /or (the) «. = for the purposi

but used ;;s a metrical tag or stop-gap, Belle

74, Three Lett. p. 626.

noriture, nour-, nurture, upbringing, i. i;

5, 11. iii. 2.

Norueyses, Norwegians, 111. iii, 33.

nosethrill, nostril, i. xi, 22, 111, ix. 22, xi.4;

note, no'te, know not, i, xii. 7, S. C. Sep

I 10; cannot, 11, Prol. 4; could, might no
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II. iv. 4, 13, vii. 39, 111. iii. 50, vi. 40, xii. 26,

IV. xii. 20, V. iii. j".

lothing, adv. not at all, i. iv. 4, 11. vi. 15.

lotifide, /a. /nr/. proclaimed, known, ill. iii.

44.
Qought, adj. bad, useless, 11. ix. 32.

lould, -e, would not, i. vi. 17. v.viii. 41, vi. iii.

26, vii. 36, S. C. Feb. 192, 199.
loule, head, vii. vii. 39.

lource, -ice, nurse (Jig.),S. C. May 1 iS,R. T.

169.

lOUrsle, to train, foster, rear, vi.iv. 35 ;
pret

.

I. vi. 23, V. i. 6.

loursling, nursling ; object of a nurse's care

{iratis/.), II. viii. 20, Teares 564, Gnat 282,

R. R. 299.
LOUrtred, pa. part, trained, skiled, Past.

Elegie 71.

lousell, to train, foster {Jig-), S. C. p. 443.
Cf. noursle.
lOUsling, pres. part.^ Clout 763 ; pfl. adj.

IV. xi. 32 : burrowing.

louells, news, S. C. Feb. 95.
Qoy, to annoy, vex, grieve, Two Lett. p. 643.
noyd^pret. i. x. 24, xi. 45.

iaoyance, annoyance, noxic^usness, i. i. 23, ii;.

jlj xii. 2.

^oyes, Noah's, 11. x. 15.

[aoyous, troublesome, harmful, noxious, i. v.

i 45, viii. 40, xi. 50, II. ix. 32, 111. i. 43, Teares

1 4«3.
poysome, harmful, noxious, \ i, x. 7, S. C.

\yuly22,R.R.S4-
Uye, to draw near, S. C. May 316.

O

akor, ochcr, K. T. 204.

bject, to reproach, accuse, vi. vii, iG.

|3bliquo, 11. ix. 52.

bliquid, <lirccttd oblKpicly, vii. vii. £,.|.

jbHoquy, luneral rites, 11. i. 60.

occanionH, reasons, 11. v. 31 ;
pretcxti, iv. x. 13.

,)(ldo8, dillcrciicc, V. I'rf)!. I ; advantage, vi.

.1. IK.

j if, by, i.ii. 5, iv. 17, V. 8, 23, 11. vii. 2, ix. l^,

.XII. 31, IV. xi, 25, V. viii, 16 ; olF, A'. C. May
199 ; on, IV. iv. I 1. 4.

illril, tircfH, Kuiu (Jig-), n. iii. K.

i;fVcnd, to harm, injure, 11. viii. 8, xii. 63, 111.

X. I, VI. iv. 25, ix. 6.

^Ifor, attempt, v. viii. 42.

jir-nciim, n.\in\,Tc(»*f ijig.), vii. vi. 30.

3tr-Hhakt, fa. part. »h.ikcn off, 11. xi. 33.
liifiiprinK. "'^iR<i>t viun c, 11. x. 69.

^ ?li, one, R. T. 1.

onely, alone, i. vii. 13, xii. 29, iv. vi. 46, v.

xi. 30, Daphn . ^O}, ; singly, iv. viii. 28.

on h.ed, ahead, Muiop. 420.
ope, open, IV. iii. 46, vi. vi. I9.

opprest, pa. part, fallen upon, taken by sur-

prise, 11. xii. 81.

or, before, ere, Hubberd 501 ; or ... Qr =
whether ... or, i. vi. 15.

ordaind, ppl. adj. arrayed, drawn up (of a
battle), II. X. iS ; set up, v. ii. 19.

order, ib. usage, practice, vi. viii. 36 ;
plur.

ranks, 11. ix. 15.

order, f6. to prepare, arrange, 11. ix. 31, 111. ix.

1 1
;
pa. part, determined, H. C. p. 423.

ordinario, archbishop or bishop ; one who
has jurisdiction in ecclesiastical cases, Hubberd
562.

ordinance, -auncs, arrangement, 11. ix. 30,
Hubberd I 73; ordnance, artillery, n. xi. 14;
equipment, furniture, iii. xi. 53; decree, Hub-
berd 1 1 62.

oricalche, yellow ore or alloy of copper,
JMuiop. 78.

orifis, opening of a wound, iv. xii. 22. '

origane, pLmt of the genus Origanum, prob-
.ibly Wild Marjoram, i. ii. 40.

orpine, a succulent herbaceous plant, Sedum
Ttlephium, Muiop. 193.

other, one of the two; let't (hand, ler). 11, iv. 4,
v. xii. 36; otiursome- someoihers,6'.Cp. 417 ;

otherwhere, other where = elsewhere, ti. xii. 45,
VI. xi. 25 ; othenvhiles, other whiles - at times,

sometmies. 111. x. 8, vi. \ii. 49; otfur . . .

other ^louic . . , other, iv. i. 7.

ought, pret. owned, i, iv. 39, 11. viii. 40, vi.

vii. 16 ; owed, in. i. 44.
out alaa.so, e.xd. ofgriet", Anit r. p. 577.
outbiirro, to b.ir out, 11. x. 03.
out Hud, to di.MOvcr, iv. xii. 35.
outgoo, to extccil, lurpast, iv. v. II.
outJiyrrd, /,i./),;r/. Ictout fur hire, v. ProJ. 3.

oiitlaunchod, fa part, ilirusl out, .Mump. 82.
Ci. lauiico, -oh.

outlouruo, to find out, elicit, iv. viii. ai.

outly, outwardly, cxtcriully, Thrtt Lttt. p.

626.

outrage, violent outcry, clamour, 1. \i. 40;
want ol miKlcration, cXccM, II. ii. 38.

outriigioua, vmlciit, v. xi. 39.

outriugiuul, /ii. fart, rrigncd to the end of,

II. X. .(_;.

oiitntruinod, /<!. fort. »irctchcd out tightly,

(hull J So.

out ward, to ward oil', keep out, v. i. 10.

ovitwoarr, to wear out, awjy (jig-^, '». ii. .'^3.

oiitw uro.^r#/.,-worue/»i./>ii/7.4<ciit,pAMe(l

I
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(time), m. xii. 29, Ayiior. Son. 87; to wear

longer than, S. C. p. 467.
outwell, to pour forth, i. i. 21. out\velde,
preL, Gnat 502.

outwent, pret. outstripped, v. viii. 4 ; sur-

passed, S. C. Apr. 16. Cf. outgo.
out win, to get out of, iv. i. 20.

outwind, to disentangle, extricate, v. iii. 9.

outwrest,to draw out, extract (Jig.), n. iv. 23.

outwrought, pa. part, completed, 11. vii. 65.

ouzell, blackbird, Epith. 82.

ouer all, in every part, all over, 1. xi. 9, Amor.
Son. 29 ; everywhere, i. xi. 46, Hubberd 1 180.

ouerbore, pret. overthrew, iv. iv. 40.

ouercame, pret. covered, spread over, 111. vii.

4-

ouercast, pa. part, covered over, 11. i. 24. Cf.

ouerkest.
ouercaught, pret. overtook, iv. vii. 31.

ouercraw, to exult over, i. ix. 50; pa. part.

S.C. Feb. 142.

overdight, over dight, pa. part, overspread,

covered over, 11. vii. 53, iv. viii. 34, Clout 493,
H. Beautie 93.

ouer-giue, ouergiue, to give, hand over, iii.

iii. 41 ; to give up, Hubberd 249.

ouergo, to overcome, v. ii. 7. ouergone,
pa. part, excelled, S. C. Aug. 12S.

ouergrast, ^a./)ar/. overgrown with grass, .S'.C.

Sept. 130.

ouerhaile, to draw over, S. C. Jan. 75.

oxxeriLeni, pret. overtook, 11. x. 18, iii. v. 25,
V. iii. II, X. 36 ;

pa. part, overtaken, iii. vii.

19, v. viii. 4.

ouerkest, pre/, in. vi. 10
;
pa. part., R. T. 457 :

covered, overspread. Cf. overcast,

ouerlade, to overwhelm, v. xii. 19.

ouerlay, to overwhelm, v. xi. 51.

ouerlooke, to look over, peruse, iii. xii. 36 ; to

look after, oversee, Hubberd 279. ouerlookt,
pa. part, considered, Hubberd 396.
ouerpasse, to cause to pass, alleviate, vi. iii.

14. ouerpast, pa. part, passed over, i. ii.

32.

ouerplast, />//. adj. overhanging, i. i. 24.

ouer raught, /)«, part, extended over, v. xii.

30 ;
pret. overtook, vi. iii. 50.

o^XQV-ve^i, pret. read over, iii. xi. 50.

ouerren, to oppress, v. ii. 19 ;
pret. ouerran,

V. iv. 44. ouerrun, /)a. /a;-/, crushed, run

down, V. xi. 6.

ouersee, to overlook, fail to see, 11. ix. 44; to

overlook, look down upon, iv. x. 30 ; to over-

look, look after, Hubberd 283.

ouerset, ppl. adj. oppressed, vi. v. 22.

ouer side, over the side o'l, v. vi. 39.

ouersight, escape, i. vi. i.

ouerstrooke, /re/, struck above, v. xi. 13.

ouerswim, to swim over, iii. iii. 33.

ouert, open, in. ix. 46.

ouerthwart, opposite, iv. x. 51.

ouerture, open or exposed place, .S". C. Jrdy 2!

ouerwent, ouer-went, pret. went ove

traversed, in. iv. 18, p. 413; pa. part, ove

come, overwhelmed, v. viii. 7i S. C. March '.

owches, gems, jewels, i. ii. 13, x. 31, m. iv. 2:

owe : owe herfall = is bound to fall, R. R. 38;

owre, ore, 11. vii. 5, in. iv. 18.

oystriges, ostriches, 11. xi. 12.

pace, step, i. iv. 3 ;
place through which on

passes, tract, in. i. 19.

pack, vb. to go away, depart, vn. vi. 12
; ^

pack, Teares 398.
packe, sb. burden, vi.ii. 21.

packed, ppl. adj. heaped up, amassed, .S". C

P-443-
paddocks, toads, S. C. Dec. 70.

paine, payne, sb. pains, care, i. vi. 33, 11. x

15; punishment, 11. vii. 21.

paine, payne, vb. reji. to take pains, exei

oneself, i. iv. 15, v. xii. 10. "psiyxid., pret. \\

vi. 40.

painefull, payne-, troublesome, laboriou!

VI. vii. 35 ; careful, painstaking, Tivo Lett.
\

636.

paint out, to depict, S. C. June 79.

paire, to impair, i. vii. 41.

Palemon = Thomas Churchyard, Clout 396.
l>aled^,ppl. adj. : paledpartperpart = furnishe

or marked with (vertical) stripes ; in heraldr

paly, VI. ii. 6.

paled '^j /)/)/. adj. fenced in with pales, i. v. 5,

'Faliw, pseudonym, Clout 392.
pall, s6. robe, cloak (esp. of rich material), 11

ix. 37, V. V. 24, S. C. July 1 73.

pall, vb. to subdue, daunt, iv. iv. 5. palled

ppl. adj. enfeebled, Pa^t. Elegie 163.

palled, ? pallid, Past. Elegie 163.

panacheea, a reputed herb of healing virtue

all-heal, ni. v. 32.

pance, paunce, pawnee, pansy, in, i. 36, xi

37, S. C. Apr. 142.

pangues, pangs, ni.xi. 44.
pannikell, brain-pan, skull, iii. v. 23.

paragon, equal, match, m. ii. 13, iv. ix. 1

1

VI. ix. IF, Clout 451 ; emulation, comparison

m. iii. 54, ix. 2, iv, v. 9, v. iii. 24, Muiop. 274
Clout 344, Amor. Son. 66 ; mate, companion

'^' •• 33> ^' ^' P- 45S >
consort in marriage, iv
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X. 43 ;
paltern or model of supreme excellence,

VI. i. I, Clout 54S ; rival, ccMiijetitor, Hiibberd

1026.

paramour, lover, 1. i. 9 {/ig.), iv. v. 5, S. C.

Apr. 139, (inat 67S ; rival, vi. ix. 39.

parauaunt, -ant, before, iii. ii. 16; iu front,

VI. X. 15; pre-eminently. Clout 941.
parbreake, vomit, 1. i. 20.

parcell, part, 11. Beautie 105.

pardale, panther or leopard, 1. vi. 26.

parentage, parent, 11. x. 27.

parget, ornamental work in plaster on a wall,

ceiling, &c., liellay 23, Epigrams p. 607.

part, sb. side, v. vi"i. 3, vi. vm. 40; flur. con-

dnct, li.tbits, V. ix. 2, vi. v. 33 ; purl per part,

VI. ii. 6 {see paled),

part, vb. to share, divide, 111. ix. 43, S. C. Apr.

I 53. parted, prel. departed, 1. iii. 22.

partake, to share (a thing) uith another,

V. xi. 32; to make a sharer o/, 11. iv. 20;
? to carry through (a purpose), ni. iii. 25, v. i.

(peitake).
"particularities, particulars, Three Lett. p.6iS.

parture, dcp.irture, in. viii. 46.

party, side, iv. iv. 20, vi. i. 19.

pas, passe, 10 surpass, excel, 1, iv. i i , n. vi. 25,

111. iv. 23, ix. 50, IV. ii. 2, v. iii. I 7, x. 3, VI. X.

5, S. C. June 74, Aug. 10 ; to disregard, take

110 notice, 11. vi. 37 ; to care, reck, Huhherd
I I 50 ; fas 6y = care about, regard ; to be bc-

\i»iid, Clout S37
;
pres. part, surpassing. 11.

r,>aiilie 70; ///, ailj. 1. x. 24, 31, Cloriuda

100.

'.sant, {her.) walking, looking towards the

xtcr side, wilh three paws 011 the ground and

u dexter fore-paw raised, iii.i. 4.

I
tssion, forrow, grief, 1. ii, 26, iv. viii. 3.

jj issionatc, ailj. that moves to coiii)>assioii,

I

lifwl, ( lout 427,

I issionato,!'/'. tocxprcsswith feeling, 1. xii. 16.

]• is.sioned,/'</./'rtr/. cxprc»\cd with Iccling, ill.

. 4.

P i-Htor, -otire, khcphcrd, .S'.'^.'. .SV/'/. i.(0, I'ayt.

I !fgie 9, p 409.

I
istiiro, food, ni. X. 59.
ilcherioii, tlinigi made of palchc* or (rag-

< Ills (Jig.), Three Lett. p. (132.

I tioncc, a s|K-< n» oi <li>< k, < alU d by i>M hrr-

ilisl* J'atieulia { Rumex I'alienHa, Liiiii. ,

limit (>-H.

P itronaKO, dcfenrr, 11. viii. iO.

|i itroiWBiic, Iciiialc piotcctor, 1. x. 44.

iiiUiiiK, paw , tnlling, paltry, T/iret Lett.

\'. 619, 629.

mnd, pawnd, f>a. part, pawned, plc<lgid,

iii. 3, S.C. Sept. 95.

: ri NSI K ^

pauilious, lents, tabernacles, S.C. p. 420.

pauoue, peacock, in. xi. 47.
pawnee, >.ee pance.
payuini, pagan, i.iv, 41.

paysd, p t. part, poised, 11. x. 5. Cf. peise.
pealing, /r^s. /nr/. appealing, vii. vii. Arg.

peare, pere, peer, equal, n. iv. iS; com-
panion, v. i. 6, VI. ii. 31 ; rival. Worlds Vani-

tie 75.

pearling, pere-, pre^. part, forming pearl-

like dropb, Clout 507 ;
ppl. adj.., Epith. 155.

peasant, atlrib. bnse, vi. iii. 31.

pease, pea; not worth a pease = o( no value,

S. C. Oct. Chj.

peaze, blow, iii.ii. 20. CL peise.

peece, piece of work, structure, i. x. 59 ; (of a

fortress, or stronghold), 11. xi. I4, ni. x. 10, v.

ii. 21
;
(of a sea-vessel), 11. xii. 44.

peeced, ppl. adj. pieced, imperfect, A'. C. Oct.

peerctree, j>ear-trce, S. C. March 1 1 1.

peeuishnesse, lolly, perverse conduct, vi. vii.

.^7-

peinct, to paint, S.C. Feb. 121.

peise, -ze, to balance, weigh, v. ii. 46 ; to press

dowiiwaids by its weight, C7oi// 849.
pele, |>eal, v. ix. 39.

pelfe. Wealth, n. vii. 7, ui. ix. 4, .S". C. p. 443.
pen, to restrain, coiiHne, v. ii. 19. pend, /<i.

part., S. C. Oct.
"J
2. Cf. pent,

pendant, sumcthing hanging j^said of foliage

or liuit), Elegie 5 ; plur. ornaments hanging
down Irom a vault or roof, iv. x. 6.

pcnio masses, masses at which oHcrings arc

made, llubherd .^^2. Cl. masse ponie.
peunos, feathers, 1. xi. lO.

punaifene.sso, anxioinT thought, iv. v. 38.

pent, pa. port, enclosed, v. ix. 10.

pcnurie, la» k of Utod, 1. ix. 35, v. v. 22.

penurious, povirtystritkcn, destitute, v. v. 46.

porcoablo, pnutrablc, i.i. 7.

porci-n, to |>icrtc, 1. vii. 33.

p rdio, -y, indecil, verily, truly, certainly,

luterj. I. VI. 42, II. iii. iS, III. X. 7, 39, xi. 24,
S. C. May 37, Ahg, I9 ; <i(/i . 111. li. 27, 5. C.
iVdn A 104.

puroKftll. ctjual, .9. C. Aug. 8.

pcriMnplurio, -y, in. viii. lit, v. ix. 44.
porlU, pirlWt, 'l\fo Lett. p. 640.
perilled, /.I. part. pcrlritr«l, Three Lett. p.
6.-6.

porforcc, •fone, of intc»»ity, 11. iii. 3, S.C.
A'oi'. 127.

pnrko. pert, S. C. Feb. 8.

porlouH, |yritou%, dangrroui, n. ix. 17, ni. i. 19,
vii. 28, xii. 43, IV. X. aS.
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persant, piercing, i. x. 47, 11. iii. 23; that is

pierced, 111. ix. 20.

perse, to pierce, i. ix. 48. perst, pa. part. 1.

iii. I.

perseline, parsley, Muiop. 199.

pers6uer, to continue, Atnor. Son. 9. perse-

uered, -uer'd, prei. iii. xii, 2, iv. x. ii.

personable, handsome, well-made, iii. iv. 5.

personage, representation of a person ; imagL-,

II. iii. 5, III. ii. 26.

pursue, track, in. v. 28.

perswade, persuasion, v. x. 25.

pert, unconcealed, open, .S". C. Sept. 162.

pertake, to endure, iv. viii, 9.

pheere, companion, Thest. 100. See fere,

philbert, filbert-tree, Elegie 1 7.

phill,the last syllable of 'Asirophiir,^/^^/^ 192.

Philomele, S. C. Nov. 141 ; Philumene,
Daphn. ^"j^ : the nightingale.

Phyllis, pseudonym, Clout 540.

physnomy, countenance, vii. vii. 5.

pible stone, pebbles, Gnat 163.

pickethanks, flatterers, sycophants, Three

Lett. p. 621.

pickstrawes, triflcrs, Three Lett. p. 621.

picturals, pictures, it. ix. 53.

pide, particoloured, dappled, Gnat 250.

pight, pret. placed, i. ii.42 ;
pitched, alighted,

V. viii. 8 ; pa. part, fixed, placed, set, i. viii. 37,

X. 43, xii. 25, III. V. 40, VI. ix. 44, S. C. Feb.

106, Dec. 134.

pill, pil, to rob, plunder, v. ii. 6, vi. x. 5, Hub-

berd 1198, R.R. 418.
pilloures, pillars, Bellay 43.
pillow, 111. iv. 53,

pinckt, pa. part, ornamenled, vi. ii. 6.

pine, pyne, i,b. surter^ng, grief, I. ix. 35, v. v.

22 ; famine, hunger, S. C. July 24.

pine, lb. pined, pyn'd, pret. languished, iv.

xii. 19. ppl.adj. I. viii. 40, ill. iii. 52, iv. vii.

41, pa. part. 1. x. 48 ; exhausted c>r wasted by

sulTering or hunger, done to pine = cnustd to

die, VI. V. 28.

pinnoed, pa. part, bound, pinioned, v, iv. 22.

pitch, sb. altitude, elevation, i. xi. 31 ; extent,

V. ii.34.

pitchtj/^r^-/. fixed, fastened, v. ii. 19. Cf. pight.

piteously, compassionately, vi. vii. 37.

pitifull, compassionate, merciful, 11. v. 24.

pitteous, conipassionate, pitiful, 11. x. 44.

pittie, to move to pity, grieve, vi. xii. 9.

place, rank, I v. viii. 14, v. ix. 38 ; in p. = on the

spot, I. V. 36 ; come nt p. = be present, iii. ix.

26 ; to take p. = to find acceptance, 111. ix. 26.

plaine, to complain, complain ol, 11. iii. I 3, viii.

19, 111. V. 39, xi. 16, VI. viii. 21. playned.

playnd, pret. i. i. 47, 111. v. 44, xi. 23, S. C
Jan. I 2.

plaintifife, plaintive, v. iv. 40.

platane, the oriental plane-tree, i. i. 9.

plaudite, applause. Three Lett. p. 624.

pleasaunce, -auns, pies-, courtesy, pleasinj

behaviour, 1. ii. 30 ;
pleasantness, i. iv. 38

joy, pleasure, enjoyment, S. C. Jan. Arg. 10

S. C. Feb. 223, Mar. Arg. 3, Amor. Son. 17

21, 89 ; delightful things, S C. May 7 ;
pait

of a garden laid out ornamentally [plur.), 11. xii

.so-

pled, pret. pkadcd, v. ix. 43.

plesh, putJdIe, pool, 11. viii. 36.

plight, s6. fold, pleat, 11. iii. 26, ix. 40, v.ix. 28

condition, 111. i. I, iv. i. 3<S, v. xii. 16, ^S'. C

Apr. 49, OC/.87 ; health, good condition, in

vii. 21, ix. 19; attire, array, in. xii. 8.

plight, 1^6.^ plighted, pledged, prt. par/, v. xi.62

pret. S. C. Aug. 25.

plight, 1/6.2 pfj^ part, plaited, woven, 11. vi.
J

VI. vii. 43; ppl. adj. pleated, iii. ix. 21.

plot, map, chart, R. R. 363.
plough-yrons, coulter and share of a plougli

VII. vii. 35.

ply, to apply (reji.), iii. vii. 12 ; to mov
towards, iv. i. 38.

poase, to puzzle. Three Lett. p. 618.

poesie, poesye, poem ; motto or short in

scription, S.C. pp. 422, 423, 435.
poetresse, poetess, Teares 576.
point, sb. : full />. = full stop, 11. x. 68 ; /

/)o/«/ = completely, fully, i. i. 16, ii. 12

exactly, iii. ii. 16.

point, vb. to appoint, i. ix. 41 ;
pret. iv. vii

51, V. xii. 9, Hubberd III5; pa. part, vi

vii. 1 2.

poise, poyse, force, i. xi. 54, v. xii. 21

R. R. 214 ; weight, v. ii.
3.J.

poke, bag, pouch, iv. vii. 6.

pollicy, statecraft, i. iv. 12, 11. ix. 48, 53, .>

39, VII. vi. 6, p. 410.

pols, levies a tax upon, v. ii. 6.

polygony, plant of the geiuis Polygonum
Snakewood, in. v. 32.

poore, to pour, 5. C. June 80.

porcpisces, porpoises, Clout 249.

porphyre, porphyry ; a beautilul hard rock

often used poetically to mean granite c

marble, R. R. 441.
port, carriage, bearing, 11. iii. 28, iii. viii. 4-^

Amor. Son. 13, Three Lett. p. 621 {plur.)

station, rank, in. vii. 15, xi. 46.

portauce, -aunce, carriage, bearing, demear

our, n. iii. 5, 21, vii. 41, 111. ii. 27, vi. v. i i

vii. 6.
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porhend, to si^tii.y, v. vii. 4.

portesse, portable breviary, i. iv. 19.

portlinesse, stateliiiess, dignity, Amor. Son. 5.

portly, stately, dignified, Amor. Son. 5,

Epilh. 148.

possesse, to accomplish, obtain, 111. iii. 51 ;

to occupy, Muiop. 1 50.

post : in p. = in haste, at express speed, vi. vii.

35-

potshares, potsherds, btoken pieces of earthen-

ware, VI. i. 37.
pottle, tneasute equal to two quarts, Three

Lei I. p. 615.
Pouke, Tuck ; an evil spirit or goblin, also

called Robin Goodfell, w and Hubgoblin,

Epilh. 341.
pouldrecJ, /a. /inr/. crushed, powdered, 1. vii.

I 2 ; ppl. adj. spotted, 111. ii. 25 ; reduced to

powder, R. R. 37S.

pounce, claw or talon of a bird of prey, 1. xi.

19, V. iv. 42.

pounching, prei>. part, poking, prodding, vi.

ii. 21.

pound : in p. = in a balance, v. ii. 36,

pourtrahed, pa. pari, drawn, portrayed, i.

viii. 33, II. ix. 33, III. i. 34.
pourtraict, >h. iniage, repre^entation, likeness,

II. iii. 22, xii. 23, III. Trol. I, iv. v. 13,

R. R. 346.
pourtraict, por-, t/'. to portray, iv. v. \ 1,

p. 407, S.C. p. 417.

pourtraiture, -acture, -nicture, iin.u'e.

portrait, repre^ciitatiuii, I. iv. 17, Ilubherii

611, Dnphn. 303.
pousse, puUe, pease, S. C. Aug. 46.

powre, to pour, R.T. 1 31.

poynant, poiu-, sharp, piercing, i. vii. 19, 11.

viii. 36, III. i. 5, IV. iii. 9.

practick, -e, irafty, tunninj^, artful, 1. xii. 34
11. i. 3, iii. 9; 'kilful, IV. iii. 7, v. vii. 29, vi. i.36.

practiHO, actions, conduct, 111. iii. 2S, v. \i.

31 ; artiticc, ttralagein, J/nl>l>enl Si,(t,

pr ictfzM, //'/. rt<//. >kill«d, IV. ii. 10. prdc-

tiv/d, /it. /art. plotted, w hciiicd, v. ix. 41.

prancKO, i''.' to foKI, plait, J. iv. 14.

pruncko, vh* to dit»», deck {re/I,), 11. ii. 3^>;

to klloW ell, II. iii. 6.

pranko, »/>. evil deed, v. i. 15.

pray, to lake |><^»^«^»ll>M of, iiukc prey of, v.

iv. I |. pray<ln, /ii. /<ir/. t apt urrd a* bo«iiy

(Jf(-), *'. •^^ ^^^

proaco, -ae, -iiho, </*. inulliiudc, prrit, crowd,

I. ni. 3, II. vii. 46, III. i. 2^, iv. iii. 4, iv. 34:

to put in prraef-to cxeiciir, put in praclitc,

v. ('. Oct. 70.

preace, 16. to prc»«, »ttivc, totitcnJ, 1. xii. 19;

/ret. pres>ed, tltronged, 11. vii. 44 ;
pre^. pari.

advancing, iv. x. lO, vii. vi. lo.

precedent, pattern, model, p. 412.

preeuiiig, vbl. s6. trial, probation, Hubberd

I 366.

preferre, to promote, Clout 81S. prefard,

prel. prelerred, likid, iii. viii. I4; pa. pari.

pr(jfcrred, iv. ii. 27.

prefixt, pa. part, fixed, settled (beforehand),

v. xi. 40.

preife, see priefe.

prciudice, vb. to influence, Tl.ree Lett. p.

624.

preiudize, sb. piognosticalion, presaging, 11.

ix. 49.

prepense, to consider, iii. xi. 14.

prescript, command, instruction, Hubberd

1261.

present, immediate, instant, S. C. p. 447*
president, precedent, example, v. iv. 2,

Three Lttt. p. 623.

prest, adj. leady ; at hand, 11. viii. 28 ;
pre-

pared, IV. iii. 22; adv. quickly, immediately,

VII. VI. 16. '

pretence, design, intention, 11. iv. i, v. v. 33,
viii. 10.

pretend, to attempt, 11. xi. 15 ; pa. part, por-

tended, VI. iv. 10; stretched out, vi. xi. 19.

preucnt, to forestall, anticipate, />r^>.. part. iv.

I. 41, VI. viii. 15 ;
prel. vi. i. 3^.

preuie, prouelie, see priuio, priuely.

price, >/'. value, 1. x. 31, Clfirint'.a too.

price, -ze, vb. to pay the price for, pay f..r,

I. V. 26, ix. 37, //. Luve 175. pri«de, /a.

pnrt. revenged, paid lor, R. T. 1 l^i.

prick, vb. to spur, ride fast, pre^. part. 1. i. I ;

/ret. II. i. to, v. i. 19.

pricl.e, ih. point, pitch, 11. xii. 1 : target,

bull's-ryc, S. (\ Sept. Hi.
pricket, a bick in its scn)nd year, .S.(\ Dfc,

'^'
. . . . ^

priofo, c xjX'riciuc, i. viii. 43, n. 1. 4s. 1*. 2S :

tc»t, trial, I. is. 17, VI. iv. 34; plowed i.r

lr»t<d po\^rr, I. X. 24 ;
proof, .V. (.'. Ai.f^. I I (>.

proifo, tiul, Itubbfvd 4cK. (M. prooff*.

priouc, to prove, VI. xii. JS; /Si. p.u t \ iv

,

.W ^''' prou6.
pritiio. *prnig, »prinf'-tin»e, 1. ii. 40, >>. t ,i,

II. xii. 75, III. VI. 4J, VII. VII. iS. 43, .V. (.'.

Feb. I ft, 167, /'.!»/. Klef^ie 47 ; >unn»r, morn-

iuR, II. m. 25.

prtiiiltiaii, lii»t fiuils Nuhberd t,iH.

primroMO, br»t. Iinc»t. .V. (.'. Feb. lf>6, Chut
jfiO.

prlnolpalN, ihr two principal Irjtlwn m « ac'.i

wing (/ii/fonry), S, C. p. 418.
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principle, beginning, x. xi. 2.

prisd, ppl. adj. with the price fixed, vi. xi. 14.

prise, sb.^ price, vi. xi. 14; worth, vakie,

R. R. 403. Cf. price, sh.

prise, sb? contest, enterprise, vi. viii. 25.

priuate, personal, particular, Clorinda 89.

priuely, priuily, -lie, preu-, secretly, i. v.

4, V. vii. 14, S. C. May 252, Sept. 160,

Worlds Van itie 78.

priuie, preuie, priue, adj. secret, S. C.

March 35,//. Beaiitie 236; secret, hidden,

concealed, vi. v. 24, Elegie 179, S. C. Sept.

162; to make prinie = Xo make cognizant,

familiar, S. C. March 30, Hubberd 70, Three

Lett. p. 626.

priuitie, -y, design, plan, iv. v. l ; secret

thoughts, IV. ix. 19.

prize, prizde, see price, vh.

procxire, to endeavour to cause, 11. ii. 32, xii.

48, V. ix. 39 ; to cause, v. viii. I
;

pret. iv.

xii. 23 ;
pa. part, urged, pressed, iii. i. I

;

prel. induced, prevailed upon, vi. viii. 29.

prodigious, ominous, portentous, iv. i. 13.

professe, to indicate, vi. vi. lO.

proffer, offer, vi. ix. 33.

progr^sse, journey, 111. xi. 20.

proiect, to throw, cast, vi. i. 45.
prolling, pres. part, prowling, S. C. Sept. 160.

prolong, to postpone, iv. iv. 12 ; to delay, v.

xi. I.

prone, yielding, 111. ii. 23.

proofe, experience, iv, vii. 37, viii. 44 ; eflect

v. ix. 42 ; artrCd to p. = with tested weapons
;

put in p. = tried, Hubberd 1252.

proper, own, 111. ii. i, v. iv. 24, R. R. 431 ;

proper good — pt'wuXe property, v. i. 23.

propertis, characteristics, 11. ix. 58.

protense, extension, duration, iii. iii. 4.

protract, duration, length. Amor. Son. 87.

proue, prooue, to try, test, i. i. 50, 111. xii.

31, IV. \i. 4, VI. xi. 5, Amor. p. 57S
;

pret.

III. i. 60, V. ii. 46; to experience, endure,

feel, IV. vi. 34, viii. 3, ix. 3! ;
pret. Clout, 664.

prouokement, provocation, iv. iv. 4.

prow, brave, iii. iii. 28; prowest (:uperl.),

I. iv. 41, V. 14, II. iii. 15, viii. iS, 111. in. 24.

prowes, prowess, i. ix. 17.

pToynd, pret. preened, Thest. 137.

prune, to trim or dress the feathers with the

beak, to preen, ii. iii. 36, Teares 402 ; rejl.

Past. Aeglogue 24.

pryse, to pay for, iv, xi. 5. Cf. price, vb.

puddle, foul, muddy wa'.er, iv. v. 33.
puissant (2 syll.), mighty, powerful, i. vi. 45,
IV. xi. 15.

puissa(u;nce (3syll.), power, i. ii. 1 7, iii. xi. 4.

puray, pumie stones, pumice stones, 11. v.

30, III. V. 39, S. C. March 89. pumies,
plur. pieces of pumice stone.

pupillage, minority, 11. x. 64, ijig.) p. 412.
purchase, sb. acquisition, i. iii. 16 ; booty,

VI. xi. 12, Hubberd 854, Gnat 591.
purchase, vb. to obtain, 11. iii. iS ; to acquire,

win, V. X. 24. purchast, pret. won, v. viii.

25, 26.

purfled, pa. part, decorated with an ornamen-
tal border, i. li. 13, 11. iii. 26.

purport, outward bearing, iii. i. 52.

purpos, -e, sb. intention, i. ii. 30 ; discourse,

conversation, 1. vii. 38, xii. 13, lu. ii. 4,
viii. 14, IV. i. 7 ; S. C. March. Arg. 3 ;

plur.

riddles, games, iii. x. 8 ; to purpose — \o the

purpose, II. iv. 39; p. was moved =it was

suggested, in. ix. 32.

purposs, vb. to discourse, 11. xii. 16.

pursuiuant, -siuant, follower, attendant, 11.

viii. 2 ; warrant-officer, Hubberd 565.
puruay, to provide, 11. iii. 15 (of), v. xii. 10.

purueyance, provision, i. xii. 13 ;
prepara-

tion, management, iii. i. 1 1 ; equipment, iii.

'• .^3, xi. 53.
puttock, kite or buzzard, 11. xi. 1 1, v. v. 15,

xii. 30.

pyonings, vbl. sb. diggings, excavations, 11. x.

63.

quadrate, rectangle, 11. ix. 22,

quaile, to become dismayed, i. ix. 49 ; to be-

come feeble, fail, 111. ii. 27; to fade, wither,

S.C. Nov. 91, quayld, quaild, pa. part.

subdued, overpowered, 11. iv. I4, 111. viii. 34.

quaint, queint, fastidious, in. vii. 10; artful,

IV. i. 5 ;
pretty, iv. x. 22 ; strange, iv. vii. 45,

S. C. Oct. i 14 ; fine, elegant, vi. ix. 35 ; adv.

strangely, m. vii. 22.

qualifyde, pa. part, modified, moderated, 11,

vi. 51.

quarrell, quar'le, square-headed arrow, 11. xi,

24,33-
quarrey, -ie, the bird flown at or killed by a

bird ol prey, 11. xi. 43, in. vii. 39, v. iv. 42.

quart, quarter, region, n. x. 14.

quartred, pret. divided into quarters {her.), u,

i. 18.

quayd, pa. part, for quayld, daunted, sub-

dued, 1. viii. 14.

queane, a worthless woman, iv. viii. 28. J

queint, adj. See quaint. '^

queint, pa. part, extinguished, n. v. 1 1.

quell, trans, to frighten, daunt, v, iii. 16;
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queld, /rt. part. v. iii. 26, xii. 16; to over-

come, kill, VI. X. 36 ;
pa. part. 11. vii. 40, vi.

xii. 30; intr. to perish, vii. vii. 42 ; to abate,

S. C. March 8.

queme, to please, .S. C. May 15.

quest, expedition, search, iii. viii. 53, iv. vi. 42.

quick, vb. to stir, v. ix. 33.

quicke, adj. alive, 11. i. 39 ; ib. living thing,

S. C. March 74.

quidams, somebodies, certain persons, S. C.

p. 4 1 9.

quidditie, essence, Three Lett. p. 614.

quiet age, tranquillity, quietness, iv. iii. 43.

quight, adj. free, R. R. loS.

quight, vb. to release, set free, i. viii. 10; t<>

requite, repay, j. x. 67, iii. v. 45, x, 35. Cl.

quit.

quight, adv. quite, i. i. 4^, m. v. 41, v. xi. 60,

&c.

quip, vh. to jeer, vi. vii. 44.

quips, sb. sneers, taunts, Iluhberd 707.

quire, company, vi. viii, 48. quire, quyre,
a company of singers, 11. vi. 24, Clorinda 63,

Amor. Son. 19.

quit, quite, quyte, to return (a salutation), 1

X. 15 ;
quited,/r«/. i. i. 30 ; to return, repay,

requite, 1. ii. I 7, viii. 26, v11.vi.44, ^'I'^'d (f^i :

to free, release, i. vi. 6, vi. viii. Arg.,.S'. C Ftl>

213 ;
pa. part, quitt, i. v. I l,x. 63; quitted,

pa. pari, taken away, 1 v. i. 12: quit, /'//. r»jl.

to clear oneself of, 11. i. 20.

quite clame, to release, discharge, vi. ii. 14.

I

quod, quoth, said, Amor. Son. 50, Amor. \\

5 78, epigrams p. 606 7.

quooke, prei, quaked, III. x. 24, v. viii. 9, vi.

ui. 24, VII. vi. 30. Ilubbcrd 1060.

'abCb)lenient, rabble, mob, 1. vi. 8, n. .\i.

17, III. xi. 4O, Iluhberd 1270; lonliision,

tumult, I. xii. 9.

;ce, $b. act of riding rnpi<!ly on horseback
;

oiHet, rush, IV. vi. 3, v. x. 34.

CO, I'fc.' to raze, destroy, 11. xii. S3. 111. iii. 3.J.

V. ii. Arg. raced, f'rrt. v. ii. 28; pa. /art.,

R. R. 22 ; raced, /•//. fnrt. rrax-*!, v. ix. i(>.

raced, v/».', pa. p<iri. < nt jw.iv. v. v. i i.

rackt, pa. part, extorted, Jtubbtrd 130^).

rad'./Tf/. ro<lc, v. ii. 13.

rad •, !,et read, vt>}

raft, prel. cut away, i, i. 24 ; pa. part, de-

prived, S.C. Aug. 14. Cl. reave, reft

rag'd, rnggrd, torn, v. xii. 28,

fftgKOd, rugged, I. V. 3Hj vi. iv. 21, f 7o»// I I ,| .

rotigb, .V. C'. Feb. 5.

raid, pa. part, smeared, soiled, 111. viii. 32.

Cf. ray, vb.

raile, rayle, to flow, gush, i. vi. 43, 11. viii.

37, III. .\i. 46, IV. ii. 18, Bellay 155; rayl-
ing, /'//. adj. Ml. iv. 57; railing, pres.

part , R.T. \2.

rain, -e, vh. \o reign. 1. v. 40. Amor. Son. 4.

raiue, rayne, raign, -6. kingdom, rule,

domain, 11. vii. 21, III. iv. 49, iv. iii. 27, v.

xi. 35. VI. ii. 9, VII. vii. 15, R. T. 63.

rakehell, rascal, scoundrelly, v. xi. 44.
rakehellye, worthless, rascally, S. C. p. 417.
ramp, to rage, 1. iii. 41, v. 28; ramping,
ppl. adj. 1. iii. 5. rampt, pret. seized, vi.

xii. 29.

rancke, ranke, >/>. row, iv. v. 33, v. xi. 9;
scries, .V. C.'. p. 4 1 9.

rancke, adj. violent, fierce, S. C. Feb. I
;

thick, druse, .V. C. j'w/v 4.

rancke, ranke, adv. fiercely, violently, 11. iii.

6, IV. V. 33.

ranckorous, bitter, sharp, A'. C. Feb. iS^.

randon, random, 11. iv. 7, 111. viii. 30, Cloitt

S12.

rape, J>. robbery, iv. vii. ^.

rape, vb. to carry oil", iii. x. Arg.

rapt, pn. part, carried otT, seized, i. iv. 9, v.

viii. 43.

rase, to erase, de">troy. Amor. Ci. W. to

Author ; to graze, 111. i. 65. raat, pa. part.

II. xii. 80, III. iii. 43, IV. i. 21. Cf. race, i-ft.'

rash, to cut, slash, iv. ii. 17, v. iii. 8.

rashly, liastily, <piitkly. 111. i. 62, xii. 33;
suddrnly, iv. ii. i 7.

raskall, base, worthU-s, 1. xii. 9, 11. xi. ii),

III. xi. 46.

rate, sb. nnx^unt, allowance, iv. viii. 19;
in.inner, iv. x. «; 2.

rate, vb. to reprove angrily, iii. ix. 14; to

drive away by rating, iv. ix. 31.

rathe, soon, 111. iii. 28, vV. C. I)ee. 98 ; swiftly,

S. (\ "July 78. rutlior, comp. r.irlier (^boriO,

S C. Feb. 8 >.

rnught, /rr/. and pa. part, reaihetl, 1. ri. ^9,
II. ix 19, v. i. f», 8, VI. xi. 33 ; haiulcd, 1.

ix. 51, II. iv. 5 ; took, t<»<.k away, ill. i. 5,
IV. iv. 20, VI. xii. 3 ; granted, Hubfrrd 441.

riiunch, lo pull, pluck, \\C. Aug. 97.
niungo, row, vi. xii. 26; fire-grate, 11. vii, 35.
rauin, -o, p'undcr, booty, prey, 1. v. 8, xi. la,

I* . vii. 5 ; voracity, v. xi. 24.

rauishnirnt, ec«ta'y, vi. Ix. 26.

rttW-bono, raw-boned, showing ibc b«»nr, 1.

ray, •/>. arrav, rqutpnirut, v. n. j;o, A! 7'. ^40;
Older, V. xi. 34.
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ray, vb. to soil, defile, ii. i. 40, vi. iv. 23,

Bellay 167. See raid.

rayle, i6. abuse, iv. i. 43.

rayle, v'j. to utter abusive language, complain,

S. C. May 146; pa. pari. 11. iv. Arg. rail-

ing, ppl. aij. abusive, R. T. 538.

rayons, rays, Bellay 21.

reach, j»6. penetration, v. ix. 39; device,

scheme, Hubberd 1 141.

reach, vb. to give, yield, iv. ii, 12 ; to launch,

direct, aim, Hubberd 840.

read,reed,-e,.'•6. saying, motto, iv.x. 10, S. C.

July 1 1 ; speech, iv. x. 34 ; counsel, advice,

IV. xii. 27, V. Prol. II, i. 26, vi. ii. 30, vi. 5.

read, rede, vb} to counsel, advise, i. i. 13,

S. C. Feb. 137, Hubberd 1 14, Cloul 925;
red, pa. parL vi. ii. 30.

read, -e, reed, -e, vb."^ to see, discern, distin-

guisli, perceive-, i.i. 2 I, H.Love 16
;
pret. rad,

VI. i. 4 ; red, Epith. 1S9
;
pa. part, red, 1. vi.

36, viii. 33, m. i. 33, H. Beautie 165 ; rad,

III. ix. 2, IV. vii. 24, V. xii. 29; read, v. xii.

39 ; redd, p. 411 ;—to discover, guess, per-

ceive, II. xii. 70, IV. iv. 39, V. xii. 18, vi. v.

10, Clout 336; pa. part, red, iv. vii. 40,

Cloul 279; rad, v. vi. 10;—to tell, say,

declare, 11. i. 17, 18, vii. 7, iii. ii. 14, iii. 2.5,

VI. xi. 29, Hubberd 604; prel. red, in. x.

44, IV. xii. 25, v. ix. 43, VI. X. 30; pa. pari.

red, 1. X. 67, V. viii. 13;— to call, name:
red, prel. in. vi. 28 ; pa. pari. i. vii. 46 ; n.

vi. 9;—to deem, think, imagine, take to be,

11. vii. 2, 7, 12, V. iii. 21, vi. ii. 25, iii. 31,

viii. 31, ^li^c. Soufi. i. ; red, pa. pari., v.

Prol. 2, R. T. 633. readen, to describe,

HI. xii. 26; redd, pa. part. u. vii. 51. red,

pa. pari, counted, iv. xii. 2 ; to foresee, pre-

dict, Hubberd 698.

reaedifye, to rebuild, n. x. 46.

re-allie, to form again, vii. vi. 23.

reame, realm, iv. viii. 45.

reare, rearen, to raise, i. v. 13, vi. 37, viii

10, 40, X. 35, II. xi. 17, in. X. 52, IV. iv.

41, vi. 25, VI. ii. 42 ; to aiouse, cause, bring

about, n. iv. 5, vi. 21, xii. 22, in. i. 9, iv.

i. 34; to take away, in. viii. 19, x. 12, iv.

vi. 6; to gather, collect, v. xii. 6; re/l. to

rise up, Hubberd 237.
reason, ratio, proportion, n. ii. 15 ; a reason-

able amount, Hubberd 887.

reaue, to take away, 1. iii. 36, xi. 41, 11. i.

17, xi. 19, III. viii. I4, V. xi. 27, Hubberd

24; reaued, /re/. Beaulie 279; to deprive,

n. viii. 15; to release, p. 4 I 2.

rebuke, shame, disgrace, in. i. 55.

rebut, to recoil, i. ii. 15; to repel, drive

back, n. ii. 23 ; rebutted, pret. i. xi. 5;

in, viii. 10; pa. part. iv. iv. 18; rebui
ting, pres. pari. v. x. 35.

rechlesse, reckless, Hubberd 950.
reclame, sb. recall, bringing back, in. x. 16
reclame, -ayme, vb. to recall, v. xii. 9 ; 1

recant, vi. iii. 43.
recomfort, to refresh, recreate {refl.), Hu>
berd 758.

recomfortlesse, without comfort, v. vi. 24,

record, -e, to call to mind, meditate on, v

xii. 19 ; to sing, S. C. Apr, 30.

recourse, ^b. retiring (to rest), in. ix. 2(

flow, IV. vi. 2)1 had recourbe = Cdme bad
v. ii. 2.

recouTsing, pres. pari, recurring, p. 40S.

recower, -coure, to recover, iv. iii. 20, ix. 2;

rejoyle, to relin-, retreat, i. x. 17, v. ix. i

Hubberd 754. recule, -cuile, to recoil,

xi. 47, VI. i. 20.

recure, to restore (to health), 1. v. 44, ix.

II. i. 54, Amor. Son. 2 l ; to recover, in.

34, IV. iv. 37, viii. 45, VI. v. i 2 ; to remed;

II. X. 23, V. X. 26, S. C. Feb. 154, p. 41

J

to cure, heal, vi, vi. I, 15, Amor. p. 578.
redisbourse, to pay back again, iv. iii. 27.

redoubted, ppl. adj. reverenced, in. ix. i

dreaded, feared, v. i. 3.

redound, to flow, overflow, i. vi. 30 (/ig.

v. ix. 33, Amor. Son. 18, H. Love 165, 1

Beaulie 75 ; to result, arise, in. ii. 26; to 1

redundant, in excess, iv, x. I. redoundin(
ppl. adj. overflowing, 1. iii. 8 ;

pres. par

filled, Gnat 189.

redresse, to cure, repair, put right again,

V. 36; to put ill order, vi. v. 10. redres
pa. pari, relieved, iv. v. 39.

reduce, to bring back, restore, vi. vi. 3.

reeking, pres. pari, smoking, S. C. Sep'. 1 1

reele, to roll, i. v. 35 ;
prel. staggered, in. v

42-.

refection, refreshment, iv. xii. 34.

reflex, reflection, Amor. Son. 66.

reformed, prel. punished, chastised, v. i. 2

1

rcfraine, to restrain, iv. ix. 3.

reft, pre/, took away, iv. ii. 4, v. iii. 37; ci

of!', IV. iii. 20, v. xii. 23 ;
pa. pari. scize(

taken away, 1. iii. 41, ix. 26, n. xii. 67, i

iii. 21, iv. 8; bereaved, deprived, in, iv. 31

Cf. raft, reave.
refuge, vi. iii. 49.
regalitie, sovereignty, n. i. 57.

regard, plur. interests, objects of care, n. vi

33 ; considerations, v. ix. 43 ; sing, value, v

xi. 13; in r. = in compar-son, vi. x. 9 ;

account of, vi. xi. 14.

i
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I gardfull, heedtul, iv. vii. 22 ; worlli) of

rc!^ard or esteem, Clout 185.

I

regirdent, kingdom, domain, 11. ix. 59, Clout

I ^i}) ', office of a ruler, 11. x. 30 ; rule, power,

I
111. iii. 40, IV. viii. 30, v. viii. 30, vii. vi, 2.

' -gret, -greet, sorrow, pain, 11. viii. 45, vi.

23, Teares 304.
rehearse, to relate, recount, R. T. 255.

Teares I, Past. Elegie 216.

r increast, pa. part, increased again, vi. \ i. 15.

iL'kes, recks, cares, S. C. July 34.
r late, to bring back, in. viii. 51.

r lease, -C3, to revoke, remit, 11. i. 60; to

\e up, IV. ii. 19; to withdraw, \ 1. i. 43.
ret. relest, tran^t'erred, iv. iv. 36; releast,

laxed, VI. i. 36.

I lent, s6. delay, v. vii. 24.

r lent, vh. to slow, slacken, abate. 11. xi. 27, iii.

IV. 49, vii. 2, IV. ii. 18, iii. 26; to repent,

regret, III. vi. 25; to soften, cause to relent,

III. vi. 39, 40; to be gentle. Amor. Son. 82.

relide, /rf/. ra'licd, iv. ix. 26.

reliques, rtniains, 11. x. 57.
reliue, -en, to come to life again, S. C.

p. 419, Nov. 8S. reliu'd, /-a. p«irl. revived,

restored to life, i. ix. 52, iii. iv. 35, viii. 3,

VI. xi. 24.

remaine : mr. = asan inlitritance, 111.ix.37.

remeasure, to retrace, iii. vii. 18.

renri^dilesse, withDut hope of rescue, 01

cure, I. V. 3''>, III. xii. 34.

remercied, /Tf/. thank'.d, 11. xi. 16.

remitted, fa. part, put batk, leiust.ittd.

lluhherd 1 25,4.

remorse, pity, 11. iv. 6, m. \ii. 43; biting or

cutting force, iv. ii. 15; without r.^witlxiut

iniij',ation, .V. C. Aov. 13I.

rciiioue, to conceal, 11. iv. 27; to chanj'c, 111.

viii. 42. renioud, prrt. W(iit away, 111. i\.

rencountor, •/». encounter, 111. i. 9.

rencountring, /rr*. part, engaging in battle,

I. iv. 39.

renflernt, fa. part, rcndcrtd ficicc, 11. viii. 45.

renfor«t, prrt. made a »trong cfloil, 11. iv. 14 ;

fa part, lorccd again, 11. x 4S.

renno, to run, .V. i'. Apr. 1 iH, July 60 ; pa.

port., S. C. Auf^. 3 ; renning, tbl. •(>
, I'aii

renowmd, -ed, pa. fart. tcnownc«l, /'. {j.

Drdic. p. 2, II. iv. 41.

renowning, vU •/>. making famout, glorifica-

tion, R. T. p. 471.

rent, to propel violmily, v. %. 34
renuor«t, /rr/. v. iii 37 ; fa. fart. 1. iv. 41 ;

rcvcr»( «'.

repaire, to draw back, v. xi. 13.

repast, refreshment, repose, 1. 11. 4, v. iii. 40.

Repent, sb. Repentance, iii. xii. 24
repent, vb. to grieve, mourn, 111. viii. 47.
repine, to grumble, complain, iv. li. 51 ; to

fret or mi;rmur at, vi. vii. 26.

repining, ppl. adj. angry, i. ii. 17.

repleuie, to recover for, or reSiOre to, the

owner by replevin, i.e. u{)on his giving secur-

ity to have the matter tried in a court of

justice and to return the goods if the case is

decided against him, iv. xii. 31.

report, tf) convey (^news), 11. i. 33, x. 3.

repriefe, reproof, reproach, 1. ix. 29, ii. iv.

2S, 111. iii. ^, iv. 1 1, viii. i.

repriue, to rescue, 11. i. 55, v. iv. A'g. ; to

repreve, iv. xii. 31.

reprize, to take again, 11. xi. 44, iv. iv. 8.

requere, to demand, 1. iii. 12, vi. 27, vi. i. 43.
require, to request, ask, demand, iv. i. 12,

v. i. 21, li. 2, 1 I, VI. V. 1 1, A. C. Nov, Arg.,

Huhberd 325.
request.s, demands, 11. ii. 32.

requigbt, -quite, to pay back, rcvcngi*, i.'iv.

42 ; to salute in return, 1. x. 49, Huhberd

587 ;
prel. requit, i\. iii. 47. requit,

pret. repayed, v. vii. 33.
reseized, fn. part, restored, replaced, 11. x. 45.
resemblance, -aunce, demonstration of

ailcclioii. III. vii. 16; appearance, v. ix. n.
resiant, resident, iv. xi. 28.

reaolu'd, fa, part, relaxed, slackened, Gnat

re.sort, vis I ng, frequenting of a person's com-
pany, 111. ix. 5.

rettpect, c.«re, attention, v. xii. 21

roMpire, -yre, to take breath, re>t, 1. vi. 44.
IX. 8, xi. 2S, III. ni. 36, xii. 45 ; to breathe,

II. iv. |f).

roupondcnce, aii»wer, r<»ponvc, 11. xii. 71.

rent ' : >-€t hn r, t.^ ti>ok up his abode, vi. x. 2.

rent', a contiivaiuc to hold a lance or tpcar,

V. viii. 5, 9
roatoro, \h, restitution, 111. v. 19: restoration.

Kpiuiph (J) 34.

rcHtoro, !•/>. to reward, 1. viii. J7.

reaty, rntive, v. viii. 39.
rotournod, -turnd, prrt. turned ^back), 11.

ill. 19, III. V III. I 8.

rolrate, »/» ' retiring, retreat, iv. x. 57.

retrato, *6.*, -alt, poitraii, picture, 11. i.t. it,,

IX. 4.

rotratr, vh. to retreat, 1. i. 1 3, viii. 1 a, iv. iii. 26.

rrlyrp, rrtnrmrnt. VI. i\. J7.

riMirll n>ut. iipt. 4ll..^l^ irvrlrv, //»/W«rri/ 558.
I rcucngninont, ic«rii^r, llublutd 21O.
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reuenue, v. n. 9.

reuerse, to bring back, i. ix. 4S ; to remove,

divert, 111. ii. 48 ; to return, 111. iv. l, R. R.

305-
reuest, to clothe, 11. i. 22.

reuoke, to check, restrain, 11. ii. 28; to with-

draw, II. viii. 39, III. xi. 21.

reuolt, to turn back, iii. xi. 25.

reuy Id, pret, scolded, i. xii. iii

rew, sb.^ row, order, iii. vl. 1 7, 35, v. v. 22
;

in r. = in turn, older, Teares 173, 233, &c.

rew, sb.^ rue, a perennial evergreen shrub, iii.

ii.49.

rew, vb:io pity, i. i. 51, vi. 31, iii. v. 30; to

repent, lament, be sorry, i. i. 53, v. 42, 11. i.

25, V. xi. 30. Cf. rue.

reynold, reynard, fox, Hubberd 556.
ribaucirie, rybaudrye, ribaldry, obsceni'.y,

S. C. Oct. 76, 7'eare^ 213.

ribauld, a wicked, dissolute person, n. i. 10;

an obscene composition, 6\ C. p. 459.
richesse, riches, i. iv. 28, 11. vii. 24.

rid^, prei. ride, v. iii. 10, vi, iii. 37.

rid 2, pa. pari, (for red), seen, perceived, vii.

vi. 54. See read, reed, vb.^

riddes, dispatches, i. i. 36.

ridling, ppl. adj. that can expound riddles

;

divining, in. xi. 54.
rife, ryfe, adj. strong, deep, 11. ii. 32 ; abun-

dant, Gnat 146; common, S.C.yitly ll ;

adv. deeply, strongly, abundantly, i. ix. 44,
52, 111, V. 31, IV. iii. 12, V. ix. 48, vi. v. 5.

rifelye, copiously, abundantly, S. C. Dec. 94.
rift, sb. split, fissure, i. ii. 30; fragment, 11.

xii. 4.

rift, pa. pari, rent asunder, i. xi. 54, 11. vii 23.

right, territory, domain, v. viii. •26.

rigorous, violent, fierce, i. xi. 16, in. xii. 27.

rigour, violence, force, i. viii. 18, in. v. 23,
V. viii. 32.

rine, rinde, bark, rind, .S*. C.Feb. 111, R. R.

389.
ring, to encircle, vi. Prol. 7.

riotise, -ize, riotous life, conduct, expendi-

ture ; extravagance, i. iv. 20, in. i. 33, xii.

25, Hubberd 805, I310.

rip up, to open up, iv. ix. 37, S. C. Sept. 1 3.

riuage, bank, shore, iv. vi. 70.

riue, ryue, to split, tear, pierce, 1. ii. 19, v. ii.

50, Glial 519; ryu'd, pref. ni. v. 37 ;
pa.

part, riu'd, ryued, in. i. 6, viii. 3, iv. iii.

18, Pail. Elegie I 20; riuen, Hubberd 540.

rize, to con)e to hand, 11. ix. 59; to accrue,

Hubberd 806.

rocke, distaff, iv. ii. 48.

rode, roadstead, 1. xii. 42 ; raid, vi. viii. 35.

rong, prct. rang, 111. i. 62.

ronte, ox or cow of a small breed or size, S.C.
Feb. 5.

roode, cross, crucifix, vi. v. 35.
roome, place, position, 11. x. 60.

rosiere, rose-tree, n. ix. 19,

rosmarine ^, rosemary, Muiop. 200.

rosmarines% walruses, n. xii. 24.

rote, a mediaeval musical instrument, probably

of the violin class, 11. x. 3, iv. ix. 6.

roules, rolls, records, vi. vii. 33.
rounded, /re/, whispered, in. x. 30.
roundelay, a short simple song with a refrain,

S. C.June 49, Aug. 56.

roundell, circle, in. iv. 33. rotmdle, rou-

deau, rondel, short poem, S. C. Aug. 125.
rout, crowd, troop, 1. iv. 36, v. 51, 11. ix. 15,
V. II. 51, V. 5, VI. ix. 8, S. C. del. 26, Hub-
berd 558.

rouze, rowze, to shake, ruffle, 1. xi. 9, 11. iii.

35 J rouzed, ppl. adj. i. xi. 9.

roue, to shoot with arrows {J^g.), 1. Prol. 3,

in. i. 50; rou'd, roude, -ed, prel. in. ix.

28, V. V. 35, S.C. Aug. 79.
rowels, knobs on a horse's bit, 1. vii. 37.
rowrae, place, space, room, 1. iv. 13, S.C.
Apr. 114, S. C.Dec. 68.

royne, to roar, growl, v. ix. 33.
rubin, -e, ruby, 11. iii. 24. xii. 54.
Txxdded, pa. pari, reddened, Epilh. 173.
ruddock, redbreast, robin, Epith. 82.

rudenesse, uncouihness, S. C. p. 416.
rue, to cause to pity, i. ii. 21. ruing, pres.

pari, pitying, v. x. 4. Cf. rew, vb.

ruefull, pitifull, n. xii. 36.

ruefully, pitiably, in. viii. 30.

ruefulnesse, dismalness, pathos, i. iv. 25.

rufifed, pa. part. in. ii. 27; ppl. adj., Teares

402 : ruffled, ruflBng, pres. pari, ruffling,

111. xi. 32.

rufl&n, sb. the ruff, Acerlna cernua, iv. xi. 33.

ruflfin, adj. ruffian, disorderly, i. iv. 34.
ruinate, to ruin, 11. xii. 7, in. viii. 28, A'. R.

94 ;
pa. part, v, x. 26, Hubberd 1 040,

rulesse, lawless, Gwa/ 431.
rushrings, rings of lush, S.C. Nov. i 16,

ruth, pity, grief, i. i. 50, in. v, 7. v. ix. 50,

R. T. 480,

ruthfull, piteous, grievous, S. C. June 1 16,

rutty, full of ruts, Protk. 12.

.s. = scilicet, S. C. pp. 418, 447.
sacrament, solemn oath or engagement, v. i.

25-
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sacred, accursed, i. viii. 35, 11. xii. 37, v. xii. 1.

sad, grave, serious, 1. i. 29, it. ii, 28 ; dark-

coloured, sober-coloured, 1. x. 7, xii. 5 ; griev-

ous, II. i. 3S ; heavy, 11. i. 45, viii. 30; con-

stant, III. xi. 45.
safe, save, except, in.vii.6o.

safegard, safety, 111. ix. 41.

saine, sayne, to say, ^^rd pers. plur. pres.

III. ix. 40, VII. vii. 55 ; inf., S. C. May 158,

Sept. 108, 110, 123, Nov. 93.
sake, cause, I. i. 52; regard, consideration, i. v.

I 2.

sale, net made out of sallow or willow branches,

S. C. Dec. Hi.

salewd, pre/, saluted, greeted, iv. vi. 25. Cf.

salued.

saliaunce, assault, sally, 11. i. 29.

saluage, adj. savage, wild, i. iii. 5 {trans/.),

III. iii. 45, x. 39, IV. iv. 42, VI. i. 9, v. 27, p.

41 1, R. T. 564, Tiares 589 ; sb. vi. v. 41.

salued, pret. saluted, greeted, 11. viii. 23.

salue, ib. remedy, i. v. 40, 111. iv. 43, v. 50,

•S'. C. Aujr, 103, Amor. Son. 50.

salue, vb.^ to remedy, iv. iv. 27, p. 417 ;
pret.

remedied, made amends for, 11. x. 21.

salue, vh.^ to save, v. v. 43 ; to arrange, con-

trive, IV. i. J I ; to preserve unblemished, iv.

iv. 27.

saluing, vbl. ib. restoration, vindication, 11. i.

20.

sam, together, i. x. 57, S. C. May 168.

amito, rich silk labr:c, m. xii. 1 3.

ample, example, .V. C. "July 1 19.

anguine, blood-rtd colour, 11. i. 39, iii. viii. 6.

ans, without ; in the nanurs Sansfoy l.iithlos,

Sans joy joyUss, San% loy lawless, 1. ii. 25.

ardonian, sanlonic, v. ix. 12.

aufgard, yu.ird, defence, II. v. 8.

aulgo, s.if^c, Muiop. 1 87.

aue, to meet or overcome (a doubt), lluhberd

M).S.

auogard, to gu.ird, protci t, in. viii. 46.

auine, small bushy tvcrgrccn ihrul), Juni-

perus Sabitia, bearing a mull, rouiul. bluish-

purple berry, in. ii.49.

auiltg, without, ill (Iclault of, .S'. (\ p ,f
I9.

Euorio, plant of the gcniii Salureia, Ukcd lor

flavuurin;% Muiop. I 98.

aw, decree, coniiiiaiid. Clout SK4.

ay, RUyo ', a (loth of line texture rrlciiibliii;;

•erge ; in ihc l()th r. »omclinit'» p.irtly ol

ftilk, lubsequently woolUii, 1. iv. 31. in. xii.

8, S.(\ AufT. ()(>.

ay ', temper, VI. xi. .^7.

oald, a (cabby <li>(Mk<-, 1. vm. .(7,

oalp, crown of the head, ikull, v. ii.O.

A a

scand, pa. part, examined, v. ix. 37 ; climbed,

VII. vi. 8.

scanne, lo attempt (a high ascent), S. C. Oct.

8S.

scape, sh. escape, deliverance. Gnat 664.

scape, vb. to escape, i. iv. 3, in. xi. 34.

scarabee, beetle. Worlds Vanitie 44.
scarmoges, skirmishes, n. vi. 34.

scath, harm, damage, injury, loss, i. iv. 35, xii.

34, n. V. 18, in. i. 37, X. 1 1, .S'. C. Dec. 100,

Amor. Son. 31 ; harmful nature, v. viii. 49.
scattered, pa. part, dropped, 11. ii. 2.

scatterlings, vagrants, n.x.63.

scene, stage, Teares 192.

scerne, to discern, in. x. 12.

schoolery, education, Clout 702.
sclaunder, slander, v. ix. 26.

sclaue, slave, 11. vii. 33.

sclender, slender, thin, in. i. 47, vii. 36, v. vii. 7.

scolopeudraes, a kind of fabulous sea-hshes,

II. xii. 23.

scope, object of desire or pursuit, in. iv. ^2 ;

extent, space, ni. ix. 46 ; mark for shooting

at (///. and Jig), vi. iii. 5, S. C. Nov. 1 55,
Hubberd 960.

score, number, vi. i\. 21.

.scorse, tb. exchange, n. ix. 55.
scorse, v/'.' to exchange, in.ix. 16.

.scor.sed, vh} pret. chased, vi. ix. 3.

scould, pret. scowled, 11. ii. 35.
scowrc, to run, pursue, i. ii. 20, Gnat 564.
scowring, vbl.>.b. dirt or scum. Gnat 229.
.scriono, screen, doorway, v. ix. 25.

Kcriko, to shriek, vi. iv. 18.

serine, scryno, chest for the safe keeping of

books and documents, l. I'lol. 2, 11. ix. 5,0.

.scrip, b.ig. wallet, i.vi. 35.
scruzo, to sijuce/.e, in. v. 33 ; scruzd, pret.

1 1, xii. 56; pa. part. n. xii. 46.

Hcrydo, pa piirt. dtsctied, |KT«.eived, v. xii. 38.

.scuchin, scutchin, ion, escutcheon, shield,

coat of aims, in. iv. 16, iv. i. 34, iii. e,, v.xi,

54-

NOUith RUiridh ^^W^|^1^), gtcen »hield
; y

scuith gOKh, the red shield, U. x. 14.

Nclaino, sdoigno, -t. di.sibin, v. v. 51 , Amor.
Son. e,.

hdoigno, t7>. to di'-d.tin. in. i. e,^, p. 411;
prrl. MloiKMod, in. 1. 40. Jli.hbrrd 679 ; pa.

f ttrt . Htliiy iii'd, V. \ . .|.j.

Hdcigiit'ull, N'dciKn , adoin-, iltMlainful. in.

vii. 10, v. ii. 33, 'J'forrs 71, Daphn. c.^).

Mdoignfully, ditdainfully. Hubberd 1234.
HOaboato, p>t. part, braten by ihc leu,

wr.nhi 1 bi .il< n, .V. C, Frb, 34.
Nonrd, jrtt. burned, i.xi. 26.
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sestre, odj. burning, i. xi. 13; sere, withered,

S.C. Nov. 147.

sea-satyre, some kind of maritime monster, 11.

xii. 24.

sease, to reach, attain, iii. v. 19. seasd, preL

penetrated, 1. xi. 38, Cf. seize,

sea-shouldring, ppl. adj. with shoulders

that displace the sea, 11, xii. 23.

seasure : made s. = took possession, iv. ix. 12.

seat, 10 He down, vi, ix. 4.

Secretaries of nature, men acquainted with

the secrets of nature. Three Lett. p. 615.

sectaries, disciples, Teares 73, Hiibberd 833.

secure, free from apprehension, careless, vi. v.

16, Muiop. 382.

securitie, carelessness, S.C. p. 427.
see, seat, throne, ni. vi. 2 ; dwelling-place,

abode, iv. x. 30.

seeld, adj. rare, uncommon, Elegie 171.

seeld, adv. seldom, Epitaph (i) 11,

seeled, pa. part, made blind, i. vii. 23.

seeling, caxWwg, Bellay 23.

seely, simple, innocent, i. vi. 10, 11, iii. 6, S. C.

July 30. Cf. silly,

seem, to be seemly, becoming, S. C. May 158,

Hubberd 35, Clout 618.

seemelesse, unseemly, shameful, v. ii, 25.

seeinely, comely, handsome, 11. xii. 27, iii.

xii. 19, V. iv. 4.

seeming, vbl. sb. opinion. Two Lett. p. 635.
seemlyhed, a becoming appearance, iv. viii.

14.

seene, ppl. adj. : well s, ~ well-versed, skilled,

IV. ii. 35, V. iii.5, S. C. p. 417.
seisin, vi. iv.37. ^^^ liverey.

seize, seise, to fasten upon, i. iii. 19, viii. 15,
V. iv. 40; to arrive at, attain, 1. xii. 1 7 ; to

penetrate, 11. viii. 38, iii. vii. 40. seized of,

pa. /)a;'/. = possessed of, vi. iv. 30, xii. 5,

Hubberd I 1 1 1

.

selcouth, strange, iv. viii. 14,

select, pa. part, chosen, Clorinda 63.

selfe, himself, iv.v. 34, vi. 17, 7/. Love 145 ;

herself, iv. i. 2, Gnat 505 ; itself, iv. vii. 36.

sell, saddle, 11. ii. Il, iii. J 2, viii. 31, iii. i. 6,

iii. 60, IV. iv. 30, vi. 13.

semblably, similarly, p. 411.
semblance, -aunce, demeanour, expression,

HI. vii. 16 ;^qyo?/s,/n//'e s., IV. vii. 44, VI. iv. 14.

semblant, -aunt, likeness, resemblance, 1. ii.

12, p. 413, Amor. Son. 45 ; outward appear-

ance, II. i. 21, ix. 2, III. ii. 38, 40; false

appearance, pretence, 11. xii. 49, in. iv. 54,
Gnatg^', demeanour, iv.x. 3i,vi.x.23; signs,

appearance, vi. v. 4 ; /air s. = favour, v. v. 56.

seminarie, seed-plot, iii. vi. 30.

senarie, verse consisting of six feet, each of

which is either an iambus or some foot which
the law of the verse allows to be substituted,

Two Lett. p. C40.

sencelesse, insensible, unfeeling, Amor. Son.

30, 54.
senight, week, R. T. p. 470.
sens, since, ago, iv. v. 23.

sense, sence, perception, i. i. 50 ; senses,

feelings, iv. vi. 21 1. 7, Gnat 11.

sensefull, sensible, vi.iv. 37, ix. 26.

sensibly, feelingly, sensitively, iv.viii.4.

sent, perception, i. i. 43 ; scent, iii.vli. 23.

sented : well s. = gifted with keen perception,

S.C. p. 41 8.

sere, withered, S. C. Jan. 37.
seru'd, brought into action, 11. x. 55.
seruewe, to examine, survey, S. C. Feb. 145.

set: set by = make much of, esteem, iv. vi.

46; set (a person) 6^ = deprive him of, Elegie

174.
setuale, zedoary, East Indian plant having

aromatic and medicinal properties, il/w/q/'. 196.

seuerall, adj. diverse, i. iii. 16 ; adv. separately,

in different directions, vi.i. 10.

sew, to follow, pursue (///. and^^.), 11. ii. 17,

III. iv. 50, x. 9, IV. ix. 26, VI. ix. 2, X. 2, xi. 5,

Hubberd 743 ; serve and sew, 11. vii. 9, 111. v.

47; seehe and seiv, Beautie 153; to solicit,

plead, IV. xii. 29.

shade, to shadow, represent, v. vii. 3 ; to hide,

disguise, v. viii. 14, ix. 12.

shadow, dissimulation, pretence, vi. xi. 6;

shade, Gnat 1 43.

shagged, /re/, hung in a shaggy mass, v. ix. 10.

shaires, parts, divisions, 11. x. 37.

shallop, sloop, a light boat, 111. vii. 27.

shallowes, iii. iv.9,

shame, to feel ashamed, 11. xii. 23, v. iv. 24.

shamefast, modest, bashful, i.x. 15, v. v. 25.

shamefastnesse, modesty, v. iii. 23.

shard, bourn, boundary, 11. vi. 38.

share, sb. piece, portion, i.ii. 18.

.share, vb. to cut, pierce, iv. ii. 17
;

pret.

shard, shared, iv. vi. 19, v. i. 10, v. 9;

divided. Clout 138,

sharpe, to sharpen, p. 413; sharped, />/'/.

adj. sharpened, t.ipering, R. R. 16.

shaume, musical instrument of the oboe class,

1. xii. I 3, V. V. 4.

shauelings, rascals, S. C. p. 443.
sheare, sheere, adj. clear, bright, 111. xi. 7,

VII. vii. 25.

sheare, shere, vb. to cut, divide, cleave, 11. vi,

5, 111. iv. 33, 42, IV. V. 34. sheard, pret. 11,

vi. 31.
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sheares, wings (as if made to cut the air),

II. viii. 5.

shed, to pour out, emit, S. C. Oct. 35, Worlds
Vanilie 7S ; pa. part. 11. vii. 30.

sheene, shene, bright, beautiful, fair, 11. i.

10, ii. 40, III. i. 65, iv. 51, V. viii. 29, x. 25,

S. C. Nov. 38.

shend, to disgrace, i. i. 53, 11. vi. 35, viii. 12,

III. ix. X, IV. i. 51, S.C.July 172; to u<.e

injuriously, v. iv. 24, to surpass, Froth. 121.

shent, prel. reproached, reproved, 11. v. 5 ;

disgraced, v. iii. 37 ; pa. part, disgraced, 11. i.

11, 27. III. ix. 33, V. viii. 23; injured, iii. iv.

shere, bright, clear, iii. ii. 44, iv. vi. 20. Cf.

sheare, adj.

shew, sheow, pretence, i. i. 46, in. vii. 29 ;

sign, trace, i. iii. 10.

shidder, young female sheep, S. C. Sept. 211.

Cf. hidder.
shield: Go(/s. = God forbid, .9. C. July 9.

shift, movement, 111. i. 61 ; artifice, Clot/1 694.
shifted, pret. succeeded, Hubberd 659.
shiue, bright, iv. iii. 3.

shinie-beame, glittering ray, v, iv.45.

shit, pa. pitrt. .shut, Clout 709.

shiuering, ///. ailj. ijuivering, iv. i, 49, ii.

shole, troop, band, .S'. C. May 20.

shonne, to slum, avoid, iii. i. 52, vi. xii. 35,
Una I 1 76.

khoTpOt pret. framed, shaped, v. v. 39.

shot, advanced {iu years), v. vi. 19.

shouldred, pa. part, pushed, bulPetcd, C'loitt

709.

shred, /a. /'nr/. cut, Thest. 75.

•hole, (tdj. shallow, vii, vi. 40.

•hrieche.s, shrieks, vi. iv. iH.

•hricch oule, scncli-, «hriokowlo, Hrccch-

owl, R. T. 130, 'JVares :H\, K/'i/h. 345.
hrieuo, to qucitioit, iv. xii. 2(> ; to cotifo*,

S.C. Aug. ^S'^

shrifts, confcisioim, Uubberd ^53.
ahright, sb. shtick, 11. vii. 57, vi. iv. 2.

shright, pret. ihrirkcd, 111. viii. 32.

shrike, •/'. shriek, tiy, R. 7". 471, 'leares 35.S,

Past. Analogue loS.

shrike, vb. to tl.riik, tv. v. 41, Ttortt 229.

shrill, xb. shtill m.uiuI, R. T. 5H1

•hrill, t/6, to i^ivc forth a shrill sound, tr-

•ound, VI. viii. 46, iJapfin. i,i\, Pa%l. Kltgit

44; shrild, pret., S. C. Nov. 71, 0'//o/

.;is.

trilling, />//. <ti/j. shrill, resounding, 111. vni.

•<;, u.n. 32.

hriuiug, cunfcssiun, IlubbtrJ 543.

I

shrowd, -e,to take shelter, hide, i. i. 6, S. C.

Feb. I 22, (j flat I 76. shrouded, shrowded,
pa. part, hidden, sheltered, S. C. Mar. 68,

Apr. 32.

shyne, brightness, i.x.67.

sib, sibbe, sybbe, akin, related, 111. ii'. 26,

VI. vii. 41, S.C. May 269; trans/., Three

Lett. p. 621, Two Lett, p. 643.
sich, such. III. vii. 29, S. C. Sept, 79, 165.

sicker, adv. certainly, surely, as^urcdly, S. C.

Feb. 53, March 7, Apr. 158, Afay 1 9, 55,
Aug. 4',, Se/t. 76 ; adj. secure , Ilubherd ^^o.

sickernesse, safety, security, 111. vii. 26, xi.

side, adv. at the sides, E/igrams p. 607.
siege, seat, throne, 11. ii. 39, vii. 44.
sield, pa. part. * ceiled ', adorned on the wall;

and ceiling, v, v. 2 I.

sielyiig, ceiling, Epigrams p. 607.
sient, scion, v. i. i.

sight, pret. sighed, ii.i. 47, vi.xi. 25.
signe, emblem, ensign, iv. i. 22 ; plur. insignia,

Hubberd 10 1 6.

sike, such, S. C. Feb, 211, May 82, July 20 1,

203, Aug, 50, 52, Sept. 13, 113, 140, Nov,
II, IS.

silly, simple, innocent, harmless, i. i. 30, ii. 21,

vi. 35, II. iii. 36, III. vii. S, x. 4;, 'J\are> 339.
simplcsse, simplicity, 6'. C. July \ ii.

sin, since, vi. xi. 4^.
sinamou, cinnamon, S.C. Feb. 136.

singled, /;•<>/. separated, emciged, iv. iv. 17.

.singular, eminent, noble, Mi^c. Sonn. 1.

8inguUH,-es, sobs, 111. xi. 12, v. vi. 13, Teares

232, < I'.ut 1 68.

sited, /> (J. part, 111. vi. 31 ; site, p. 210:
situated, Mt.

Kith, cttttj. since, 11. i. 22, iii. 3, viii. 52, p. 41 i

,

Minofi. 2 19 ; S//A that --- since, I. v. 43 ; Ot/l/.,

sith of late - i\nce, recently, ni. viii. 36.

sith, sithos, yb. plur, times; ikoinaud s.^ ni.

x- ^.^, \('- J""- 49«
Hithens, -ce, «i</i'. since, R.T.y* 471, Hub.
btrd 1210, R.R. 117, Amor. Son. 3; aj;i».

•V. C Miirch 46 ; conj. I. iv. 51, ix. 8, |i. vi.48.

sittn, nittON, is l>c<;omiii^, bchovrs, i. i. 30,
S. ('. Miiy 77, June 75, Nov. 26.

situate, /(I. part, tilujii-d, 11. xii. 42.

skiind, pa. part, understood, J),}phu. 178.

Hkunning, ///. adj. understai ding, p. 4C9.
C'l. Ncand.

skill, *6. tense of what ii right and fitting, 11.

i. 54 : pKKcss of discrimiiution, v. iv. |

.

skill, vb. to care, in. i. 50, vi. iv. 38 ; ti» avail,

nutter, v. iv. I4; to have (tcrcrptioit ol, Three
Lett, O23.
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skilful, having a good knowledge of, vi. v. l6.

skippet, small boat or skifl, ii.xii. 14.

skreene, entrance door, v. x. 37. Cf. scriene.

skyen, !>kies, i, iv. 9.

sky-threating, towering up to the sky, v. x.

23. See threat,

slacke, remiss, iii.vi. 19.

slake, to slacken, neglect, 111. iii. 10; to abate,

moderate, v. vii. 5; pa. pari, relieved, rendered

less acute, 1. vii. 28.

slauered, prei. slabbered, v. xii. 29.

sledge, hanmier, 11. ii. 22.

sleight, slight, device, artifice, trickery, 1. iii.

17, xii. Arg., IV. i. 44, vi. v. 13, vii. vi. 27,

vii. 25, Hubberd 346, Worlds Vanitie I47
;

trick, V. ix. 13 ; design, pattern, i.vii. 30.

slipper, slippery, unstable, S. C. Nov. 153.

slipt the coller {Jjg.), drawn back, Hubberd

269.

slorabred, pp/. adj. unconscious, i. vii. 15.

slombry, sleepy, in. vi. 26.

slouth, sloth, idleness, 1. v. 35, 11. i. 23.

slug, to idle, live idly, 11. i. 23, in. vii. I 2.

sly, wise, clever, 11. viii. 47 ; cleverly made, 11.

ix. 46.

small, sb. little, vi. ix. 20.

smallage, wild celery, Daphn, 347.
smight, to smite, strike, n. ii. 23. smit,

pret. 1. ii. 18, v. xi. 7, vi. xi. 28
; pa. pari. m.

'• .34> '•• 35) xi. 12, IV. i. 14. smot, prel. 111.

i. 28
; pa. J art. iii. ii. 46.

smirke, ncit, trim, S. C. Feb. 72.

smoothering, smothering, i. xi. 13.

smouldring, />/;/. odj. suHocating, 11. v. 3.

smouldry, sutVocating, 1. vii. 13, 111. xi. 21.

snaggy, jigged, knotty, 1. vii. 10.

snags, knots, stumps, 11. xi. 23, iv.vii. 7

i-nakie-paced, moving like a snake, R.R.
178.

snaky-wreathed, wrapped round with a snake

or snakes, vii. vi. 18.

snar, to snarl, growl, vi. xii. 27.

snarled, ppl. adj. twisted, tangled, in, xii. i 7.

snebbe, snib, to reprove, chide, S.C. P\b.

1 26, Hubberd 372.
snubbes, knobby protuberances, snags, i, viii.

7.

so, provided that, Hubberd 1150.

.so that, as if, in. ii. 19.

soare faulcon, a falcon of the first year,

H. Beau/ie 26.

sock, light shoe worn by the ancient actors of

conudy; hence coiv.cdy, Teares 176.

softly, gentle, vi. vii. 6.

sold, sb. pay, remuneration, 11. ix. 6.

sold, /a. pari, given, iv. x. 54.

sole, foot, I. X. 9 ; lowest part, v. ii. 28.

solein, sad, S. C. May 213.

solemnize, sb. solemnization, i. x. 4.

soleraniz'd, pa. part, celebrated, renowned,
in. ii. 18; solemuiz'd, v. ii. 3.

soly, alone, iv. jx. 18, Cloul 801.

somd, pa. part, properly of a hawk, having

the full complement of feathers {jig.), S. C.

p. 418.
somedele, somewhat, S. C. May 56, Dec. 40.
sometime, formerly, Thest. 16.

somewhat, something, S. C. Nov. 4.

somme, sum, whole, v. vi. 8.

sondry, separate, in. vi. 35.
sonet, song, S. C. Dec. 15.

song, pret. sang, 11. vi. 3, ni. v. 40, S. C.

Dec. 15.

souned, ppl. adj. exposed to the sun, S. C.

Jan. 77.

soote, adv. sweetly, S. C. Apr. 1 1 1
, Oct. 90.

sooth, soth, truth, S.C. May 158, p. 4.^3,

Sept. 154; adv. truly, in. iii. J3, 54, iv. ix.

27, V. X. 9, VI. ii. 9.

soothlich. III. ii. 14; soothly, v. x. 8, vi. ii.

13 ; truly.

soothsay, prediction, prophecy, 11. ix. 51, iv.

'"• 3.S > omen, portent, in. viii. 50.

sopps in wine, the common garden pink,

Dianthus plumarius, S.C. Apr. 138, May
•4-

sorrow, to cause sorrow to, to grieve, iv. ix.

sort, sb. manner, fashion, i. iv. 37, iv. ii. 29,

vn. vi. 29, Teares 198, 319, Hubberd 662
;

company, in, i, 40, vi. ix. 5, x. 2, xi, 9, Past.

Elegie 139; swarm, flock, v. iv. 36, vn. vi.

28. /// sort fli = the same as, 1, xii. 20, v. vi.

17, VI. X. 32, Past. Elegie 216; /// equalI

jo;V = in the same way. Amor. Son. 10.

sort, vb. to consort, Epitaph (1) 20, Ajuor.

Son. 66,

.'ouce, -se, sowse, i/&. to strike, i. v. 8; pret.

soust, IV. iii. 25 ; sowst.iv. iv. 30; soused,
I v. V. 36; to descend, swoop, in. iv. 16.

soust, pa. part, thrown down, iv. vii. 9 ;

s'.eeped, dipped, 1. iii. 31,

souldan, sultan, v, viii. 24.

souse, sowce, .<'^. swoop, pounce (of a hawk),

n. xi. 36, IV. iii. 19, v. iv, 42 ; blow, stroke,

IV, viii. 44, V. iv. 24, xii. 23.

.sout, soot, n. vii. 3.

southsayes, piophccies, omens, IV. xi. 13. Cf.

soothsay,
souenaunce, lemembrante, care, n. vi. 8,

viii. 51, S. C. May 82, Nov. 5.

sownd, sb. swoon, in. v, Arg. Cf. swound.
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sownd, vb. ? to wield, i. xii. 5.

sowue, sound, i. i. 41, 11. v. 30, vi. 47,
p. 409.

soyle, dirt, iii. viii. 32; body, iv. iii. 16,

Bellay 83.

space, to move, walk, roam, iv. ii. 44, viii.

54, V. i. II, VII. vi. 55.
spalles, shoulders, 11. vi. 29.

span, pret. jv. ii. 49 ; />/>/. adj., Three Lett.

p. 621 : spun,

spangs, spangles, iv, xi. 45.
sparckle, to emit sp.irkliiigly, iii. i. 32.

spare, -6. niggaidliness, sparing, m. i. 51.

spare, vb. to restrain, iv. vilj. 3-. spard, /> /.

/>«rMv. vii.6,6'. C.May'^^\ spared, //>/. adj.,

S. C. Oct. 9 : saved,

sparely, sp.aingly, iS". C. May 4 i

.

sparke, to emit sparklingly, vi. x'l. 21.

sparkle, spark; beam of light, i. iv. 33, 7'Arft

Leif. p. (} I S.

sparre, bar, bolt, v. xi. 4.

spect, /a. pari, specked, spotted, in, vii. 2 2.

spectdcle, iii. v. 22.

speciilaliou, seeing, vision, H. Beautie 134.

speed, i'b. fortune, success, m. viii. 50, iv. v. 22.

speed, vb. to succeed, 111. vin. 51, Htibberd

S99 ; pret. spedd, Hubberd 357.
spell, verse used as charm, H. (

'. March 54.

spend, pa. part, spent, used, S. C. May 7 i

.

sperre, to bolt, b.ir, v. x. 37, S. C. May 224,

2j,i. Cf. sparre.

sper.sed, /'/'/. adj. i. i. 3^ ; sperst, pa. pari.

I. iv. 4S, Bellay 19.5; npeist, prel. v. in. 37,

Bt'llay III: dispersed, scattered,

spials, spies, w.itchers, 11. i. 4.

spiceree,-y, spyc-, spices, 11. xi. 49, in. i 42 ;

aiomatic eflUiiiice, in. vi. 46, Elegit 40.

spies, spyes, glances, looks, 1. ii. 17, \i. viii.

43; e)es. 111. i. 36.

spighl, 4^. spite, disgrace, injuiy, 1. i. ^^, n.

V. I J, .y. ('. Jait. 2, teb. I Kit.

spight, vb. to giudge, tiny, bear ill will to, ni.

V. 7, V. v. 29, VI. III. 20, vn. vi. 32, ..y. C. Ma\
J9S.

spili, to destroy, 1. iii. 4^, in. vii. 5^, v. xii.

36, vn. vi. eyO,('lorinda 12, Amor. Son. 23;
to spoil, injure, 11. i.x. 37, in. viii. 26, v. vi. I.

viii. Uj.S.C. Feb. 52, July OH, (inat 248,

Jliibberd
"J
id, Attior. Son. I 7.

fipilt, pit. pari. ? Iavi>lily adorned, iv, x. 5.

spire, to cause to slioot.scitd lorth.in. v. 52 ;

pa. part, produietl, R. T. p. 471.

spoilo, to lavage, tarry olF, 11. vii. 25. v. viii.

18; rrjl. to tid onctcll, II. ii. 33. apoild,

spoylcd, pa. /art. drpnvnl, bcielt, 1. 11. 24,

S.C. p. 4.' 7.

spoilefull, rapacious, n. x. 63.

sponne, pret. spurted, gushed, iv. ix. 27.

.sporten, to play, frolic, S.C.March ly.

spot, to blame, in. vi. l ^.

spousall, 1. 11. 23; plur. v. iii. Arg. : mar-

riage.

spousd, />/>/. adj. betrothed, i. x. 4.

spoyle, injury, in. viii. 32.

sprad, pa. part, spread, v. ix. 25, vi. ii. 5.

spray, bwinch, \n. vii. 42, Daphn. 330, -'Imor.

Son. 40.

spred, spredden, to spread over, cover, in. i.

20, R.R. 272.

spreut, /a. /><jr/. sprinkled, n. xii. 45, iv. ii. iS,

Mui'jp. 239.
spright, spirit, 1. i. 55, vii. 40, ^2, p. 409,
in. i. 59, C7o»/ 623; breath, vi. i. 4, iii. 20.

spriuckie : holy water s. = aspergillum or

bru>h for spiinkling holy water, in. xii. 13.

.spring- springal, Mutop. 292.

.springals, youths, striplings, v. x. 6.

spring-headed, />//. adj. having heads that

spring afIe^h, n. xii. 23.

.sprites, spirits, i. viii. 36. ,

sproug, /rtt. sprang, iii. i.62, iv. 3.

spurne, to spur, 111. i. 5.

squaimishe, squeamish, fastidious, Three Lett.

p. 623.

Hquare : out of s. = out ol it'* couise, i>iit

of order, v. Prol. 1, vn. vii. ^2 ; in >. = square,

Bellay 30.

squib, a paltry trilling fellow, Hubberd 371.

.squire, scpi.ire, carpenter's rule, n. i. 5S.

.establish, to est.ibliNli, arrange, n. ii. 32.

.itablishnient, otdbn.shincnt, v. viii. 21.

.stadlo, pi op, staff, 1. vi. 14.

.staid, (oiLstant, ti.\ed, 1. vii. 41.

.staie, duration, Clout 9S.

staino, to dim, tlelace, n. iv. 15 ; to eclipse,

excel, R. T. c,2^, Daphn. 112.

«tairo, stc[i, in. v. 54.

Mtalcl,KlaUcd,/>i/./'<ir/. c<uitlncd(/i/. aiuly)*^.),

.V. (-'. Sept. 1 20, Epitaph (2)2.
Ntal'd, rescued, released, Hubberd I 245.
.Htaloa, inaiet, bails, 11. i. 4, vi. x. 3.

atalkc, stiide, n. vii. 26.

atauck, wr.iiy, exllau^tcd, S.C. Sept. 47.

iitan^, to shine, gliurr, in. vii. 39: fret, stood

stillly on end, in. xii. 36.

atarko, adj. stitV, siiong, 1. i. 44, n. i. 42;
adv., '. /rt»ir "(piile lame, S. (.'. May 2'f).

alar-road, knowledge of the stars, astronomy,

V. I'lol. «.

atari, pret. started, rose, 1. ii. 5. at arte, pa.

part. I'oiie away, A'. C. Apr. 25.

atartuppo, rustic half-boot or buskin, described
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ill the i6th c. as laced above the ankle,

S.C. p. 427.
state, sb. V. xi. 3.

state, adj. stately, S. C. Sept. 45.
state, adv. stately, S. C. Sept. 45.
stay, sb. restraint, Epith. 250,

stay, vb. to support, hold up, i. vi. 35, vii. 10,

HI. xi. 23 ; to hinder, cause to stay, 1. ix. 25,

X. 45, II. ix. 8, VI. iii. 6 ; to place, fix, Bellay

1^, Epigrams p. 606; to stop, cease, £'/£'^/V 65 ;

stayed, //)/. rtc?/. constant, steady, resolute, 11.

V. I, xii. 29, VI. V. 36. Cf. staid,

stead, sted, -dd, -dde, sb. place, situation, 1.

viii. 17, ix. 41, xi. 46, 11. ii. 21, iv. 42, in. ii.

16, xi. 50, IV. vii. 7, VI. i. 42, vii. vii. 1 3,

S.C. May 43, Hnbberd 861; condition,

plight, V. xii. 23; while, space of time, vi. vii.

40.

stead, vb. to assist, avail, 11. ix. 9.

steale, handle, stale, v. xii. 14.

steane, stone, vii. vii. 42.

steare, steer, 111. xi. 42, iv. vi. 37, vi. viii. 1 2.

stearne, stern, Hitbberd 1250.

steedie, steady, 11. i. 34.
steely, of steel, v. i. 9.

steemed, /a. part. iv. iv. 3; pret. vi. x. 35 :

esteemed,

steep, to dye, stain, iii. i. 65.

Stella, pseiidonyiHj Clout 532.
stelths, thefts, i. iii. 16.

steme, to exhale, 11. vi. 27.

stemme, sb. stock, race, vii. vi. 2.

stemme, vb.^ to dash against, iv. ii. 16.

stemme, vb."^ to encircle, vi. x. i 2.

stent, to cease, stop, 11. i\-. 12. Cf. stint, vb.

sterue, to die, 11. vi. 34, iv. i. 4, 2O ; tu starve,

Hnbberd 580, Love 200.

steuen, cry, voice, S.C. Sept. 224.

stew, a hot, steaming place, i. xi. 44.
stile,title, V. xi. 55; composition, 5. Cj^n/z. 10.

still, to drop, trickle, in. ii. 29; stild, pre/.

IV. vii. 35.

stint, sb. limit, bound, Thest. 51.

stint, vb. to stop, cease, 11. ii. 2?, in. iv. 8, iv.

iii. 18, ix. Aig., 15.

stire, styre, to stir, move, incite, n.i. 7, v. 2,

ix, 30, III. vii. 45.
stocke, flock, Gnat 237.

stockes, stockings, socks, S.C. p. 459.
stole, mantle, 1. i. 4, 45, xii. 22.

.stomachous, resentful, angry, 11. viii. 23,

stomacke, temper, 11. vii. 41 ; courage, spirit,

}{libberd 1 1 03.

stonds, stands, defences, 11. xi. 15.

stonied, pa. part, astonished, alarmed, v. xi.

30.

stonisht, ppl. adj. astonisht, alarmed, v. xi.

29 ;
pa. part. vn. vii. 52.

stoopegallaunt, (?), S. C. Feb. 90.

stop, obstruction, obstacle, i. viii, 13.

store : in s. = at hand, iv. i. 9.

stound, stownd, -e, sb.^ moment, i. viii. 38
;

in the s., ? at this moment, vi. viii. 16; time,

I. xi. 36, 111. V. 29, VI. i. 42, S. C. Sept. 56,
Hnbberd 26.

stound, stownd, sb."^ stroke, blow, 11. viii. 32,
V. iii, 22, iS". C, Oct. 49, Muiop. 62; force of

a blow, IV. vi. 37 ; attack, assault, aft'ray, in.

i. 21, 63, VII. vi. 37; peril, vi. iii. 10; noise,

.S*. C, Dec. 140, Htibberd 1353; ? violence,

virulence, vi. vi. 5.

stound, stownd, sb.'^ amazement, bewilder-

ment, IV. vi. 12, VI. iii. 30, Elegie 53; trouble,

sorrow, i. vii. 25, viii. 25, in. ii. 26, vi. ii. 41,
V. 6, 28, S.C. May 257, Daphn. 560, Hnbberd

940.
stound, vb. pret. stunned, bewildered, i. vii.

12; pa. part. v.xi. 29.

stoupe, sb. concession, v. ix. 34.

stoupe, vb. to stoop, I. V. 12 ; to swoop, 11. xi.

43-

stoure, stowre, tumult, disturbance; conflict,

encounter, 1. ii. 7, v. 51, n. x. 19, in. i. 34, ii.

6, iv. 13, IV. iii. 15, V. 25, ix. 22, 39, v. iii. 21,

VI. vii. 8, p. ^11, S.C. Jan. 27,51, May 156,
Teares 597. Beantie 73; peril, 1. iii. 30, iv.

46, vii. 12, n. viii. 35, in. ix. 13, iv. xii. 19,

V. V. 18 ; crisis, n. iii. 34 ; fit, paroxysm, in. ii.

5, iii. 50.

stout, bold, brave, doughty, 1. vi. 39, in. iii,

54, IV. i. II, ii. 27, vi. 26, Past. Elegie I17.

stowte, sb. a bold man, Three Lett. p. 625.

straine, sb. lineage, iv. viii. 33.

straine, strayne, vb. to wield, stretch forth,

II. vii. 21, III. V. 21, VI. iv. 22 ; to constrain,

force, S. C. Oct. 12.

straint, strain, v.ii. 14.

strait, a narrow passage, n. vii. 40.

strake, pret. struck, n. iii. 32, m. vii. 44, v, iii

33, vi.vii. II, Gnat 307, Petrarch 23.

strakes, streaks, 11. iv. 15.

straunge, added, borrowed, in. xii. 11.

strawen, of straw, v. v. 50.

strayne, to put into verse, S. C. Nov. 52.

streight, close, iv. viii. 63 ; strict, strait, na

row, v. V. 33, xii. lo. Amor. Son. 71.

streightly, strictly, n. viii. 29, S. C. p. 459;
closely, in. ii. 34.

streightnesse, straitness, v. vi. 2.

streigned, /)n,/ar/. restrained, Hnbberd 1 190.

strene, strain, race, v. ix. 32, vi. vi. 9.

stresse, sb. distress, in. xi. 18.

i
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stressed, ppl. adj. distresst'ul, 11. x. 37.
strew, pre(. strewed, scattered, 11. xi.28,

•strich, screech-uwl, 11. xii. 36.

atrifuU, stry-, strife-, full of strife, conten-

tions, 11. ii. 13, III. ii. 12, IV. iii. 16, V. 24, 30,
Htioberd 1021

.

stripe, blow, stroke, v. xi. 27.

stroke, strooke, pret. 11. xii. 86, v. ii. 53, v.

lo, 1 1, viii. 9 ; stroken, pa. part. vi. ii. 7 :

struck,

strond, s'.rand, shore, 11. vi. 19, in. vii. 26.

strong, pa. pari, strung, Gnai 16.

strow, to scatter, v. vi. 40; strowd, prei. 1.

i. 35 ; to display, S. C. July 75.
stubs, stumps of tices, i. ix, 34.

studde, trunk, stem, S. C. March 13. «tud,
tree, slirub, Guai 84.

sturre, sb. disturbance, tumult, i. iv. 40.

sturre, vb. to stir, S. C. Sept. 1S3.

sty, -e, stie, to ascend, mount, 1. xi. 25, 11. vii.

46, IV. ix. 33, p. 41 I , Dellay 1 48.

Bubieci, ppl. adj. i. xi. 19 ; /a. part. 111. vii. 4 :

situated beneath.

submisse, submissive, humble, iv. x. 51.

subtile, delicate, fnicly-spun, 11. xii. 77.
subuerst, ppl. adj. 111. xii. 42; pa. part.,

Hubbird 1 234 : subverted,

succeed, to approach, vi. iv. 8.

successe, succession, 11. x. 45, Gnat 30 ; issue,

result, IV. ix. 24.

sude, pa. part, wooed, vi. viii. 20. CL sow.
sufferanc:?, -auuce, patience, endurance, i. i.

50, II. vui. 47, IV. i. 54, viii. I. fee in .">.--

property retained after the title to it has ceased,

iV. (.'. May 106.

sufflsuunce, abundance, Muiop. 207.

BufllHcd, ppl. adj. satisfied, 1. ii. 43.

Bugrod, /'/'/. adj. sweet, 11. v, 33.

suit, -o, pursuit, 11. vii. lo, ill. xi. 5, v. viii. 3.

suit and iervict ^iciwcz as followers, vi. vii.

34. Cf. Bew.
sunder: in 4. — asunder, Three Lett. p. 6ii;.

sundry, diirercnt, distinct, Epitaph (2) IJ;

sundry way - parting of the wav, 11. xi. 35.

sunncBhiuo, luiuhiny, .S". C. "Jan. 3.

flupplod, /rr/. ina«lc supple. III. V. 33.

hupplio.torcinfoicc, yVf/rr-* 537. upplydo,
pa. part, iiiadc up for, vi. vin. 9.

Bupproas, to keep down, overcome, vi. >iii.

18, xii. 31. BupproHl, pit. fart. 1. vi. 40.

urbato, to brui>r, ba'.ter, 111. iv. 34. aurbot,

fa. J art. 11. ii. ii.

urccanso, •ccaBO, to leave oli, irfrain iiiully,

stop, cause to slop, III. i. 23, iv. li. 19, vi. vi.

43, .V. f.'. /l/>r. 125, liiibherd Iii I, Amor.
Son. II. Hurccaut, /Tf/. 111. iv. 31 ;

/>rt./>rtr/.

v. ii. 37. surceasing, iW. ib. stoppage,

Three Lett. p. 635.
surcharged, /Tf/. charged with renewed vigour,

IV. ix. 30 ;
pa. part, overladen, iv. vii. ^2.

sure, surely, v. ix. 38.

surplusage, excess, 11. vii. 18.

surprize, to seize suddenly, vi. x. 34.
surprysall, capture, surprising, Gnat 536.
surquedry, -ie, presumption, arrogance, 11. xii.

31, 39' '"• '• I3i •'•• 46, iv. 7, X. 2, V. ii. 30,

S.C Feb. 49, Worlds Vanitie 105.

suruew, -e, to survey, S. C. Feb. 145, R. R.
101 ; to overlook, 11. ix. ^^,Gnat 221.

surui3we, survey, examination, Two Lett.

p. 640.

suspect, suspicion, 1. vi. 13, 111. xii. 14, v. vii.

38, \i. iii.23.

.suspenc3, in doubt, iv. vi. 34.
suspition, suspicion, Muiop. 376.
swame, swayne, boy, youth, man, 1. ii. 4,

11. xi. 2^, VI. vii. 22, S. C. March 79, R. T.

234; labourer, rustic, Hubberd 303, Daph.

524.
sware, pret. swore, 1. iii. 16.

,

swart, dark, swarthy, 11. x. 15.

swarue, to swerve, turn, retreat, 1. x. 14, 11,

iii. 43, Viii. 30,36, III. i. II.

swat, pret. sweated, 111. v. 3, v. ii. 46.

sway, sb. swing, rapid motion, blow, 1. viii. 8,

II. viii. 38, xii. 20 ; force, 11. xi. 36, v. v. 9, vi.

>iii. 1 I.

sway, vh. to brandish, wield, strike, 11. viii. 4^),

Ml. i. ()h ; to .idvantc, attack, 11. x. 49.
.•iwoard, sword, iv. iii. 31, 33, Clout 314.
.sweathbauds, swaddling-bands, vi. iv. 23.

aweld, pret, swelled (with anger), Hubberd

> .MO-
.Mwelt ', fret, swelled, ragctl, i. vii. 6, 111. xi. 27.

HV/e\i^,pret. swooned, fainted, iv. vii. 9, vi. xii.

.' I.

.Mwot, pret. sweated, iv. x. 38.

swinck, sb. toil, Libour, S. ('. May 36, July 34.
awinck, Bwinko, vb. to toil, labour, 11. vii.

S, \ I. iv. 32, ,S'. C. Srjt. 13J.

awingod, pret. singed, 1. xi. 6.

awouiid, awownd, awownc, sb, swoon, 1. i.

4 I, v. 19, X. 52, II. xi. },i,, III. vi. 7, IV. vii. 9,
VI. ill. 10, V. 6, Dafhn. 545.
hWOwnod, fa, fart, sunk, drowned (as in a

swoon), V. v. 36.

aykor. Nuirly, .V. ('. Jidy },j^, i^j. Cf. Biokor

aynipathiiso, to agter, or harnionize with,

li. lUauiie
1 9 J.

ayud, pn. part, signed, Atnor, Son. 78,

yrlyo, surly, .V. (.'. July 203.

ay the, time, C'/om/ 23. Ci. •1th.
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table, picture, i. ix. 59; tablet, m. iv. 10.

tabrere, player on the tabor or drum, .S". C.

May 22.

tackles, tackle ; equipment of a ship, i. xii. 42.
taduaunce, to advance, S. C. Feb. 86.

taking, plight, condition, S. C. Apr. 156.

talaunts, -ants, claws, i. viii. 48, xi. 41, xii.

1 1,

tamburins, small tabors or drums, S. C. June
59-

tane, pa. port, taken, Dnphn. 365, Thest.

I/-

tapet, tapestry, figured cloth, iii. xi. 29, Muiop.

276.

targe, shield, 11. v. 6, iv. xii. 14, vi. ii. 44.
tarras, terrace, v. ix. 21.

Tartar, -e, Tartarus; the infernal regions, 11.

xii. 6, Gnat 444, Hubberd 1294.
tassell gent, tercel, a male falcon or gos-

hawk, III. iv. 49.
tasswage, to assuage, S. C. Noi'. 2,

tawdrie lace, a silk * lace' or necktie, originally

lace sold at fairs during the festival of St.

Audrey (Ethclreda), S. C. Apr. 135.
teade, -e, torch, i. xii. 37, Muiop. 293, Epith.

27-

tedula, trochilus or crocodile-bird. Worlds
Va)iitie 35.

teemed, ppl. adj. harnessed in a team, G?iat

314-
teene, tone, sb. affliction, grief, sorrow, i. i.\.

34,11. i.58,iii.v. ^o, S.C.Nov, ^i, Daphn. 21 ;

injury, hurt, i, xii. 18.

teene, vb. to appoint, allot, 11. i. 59.
tell, to count, 11. vii. 19. teld, pre/, told, vi.

i. 44 ; pa. part. vii. vi. 27, vii. 13.

teme, team, i. v. 28.

temed, ppl. adj. yoked in a team, iii. iv. 34.
Cf. teemed,

temewise, in a team, iii. xi. 40.
temper, to goxern, control, llubherd 1294.
tempring, pres. part, restiaining himself, 11.

vi. 26; tempred, /t^/. iv. x. 33.
temperature, proportion, combination, A tnor.

Son. 13.

tend, vb. to attend, v. vii. 9 ; ? to be suitable or

opportune, v. iii. 40; pre!., ? directed his way,
Elegie 52.

tendance, wailing in expectation, Htthbcrd

908.

tender, to cherish, foster, treat with tender-

ness, III. V. 51, vi.51, vi.xii. 1 1 ; to hold precious,

v.vii. 45, VI. iii, 1 1.

tenor, manner or fashion of behaviour, conduct,

IV. vii. 47 ; second tenor, countertenor 01

second part in a musical composition ; hence,

lower tone or strain, i. xi. 7.

teribinth, the turpentine tree, Pistacia Tere-

binthus, S. C. July 86.

terme, terms, v.xi. 55; condition, /I mor. Son. 2 r.

termelesse, boundless, endless, //. Love 75.
ThesLiiSi, pseudonym, Clout 492.
theatre, iii. xii. 3 ; theatre, iv. iii. 37.
thee, to prosper, thrive, 11. i. 33.
theeuerie, -y, theft, 111. xi. ^^, Hubberd ^le^^

1287.

thelement, the elements, .S". C. Feb. 116.

then, than, i. vi. 3, 45, 11. iv. 15, p. 407 &c.
thend, the end, S. C.Feb. 237.
thereout, thence, Hubberd 484.
therewithal, with that, vi. vii. 35.
thetch, to thatch, Hubberd 264.
thether, thither, vi. ix. 4.

thewed, trained, instructed in morals and
manners : ppl. adj. 11. vi. 26

;
pa. part., S. C.

Feb. gG, Beau tie 137.
thelf, the elf, S. C.^March 55.
thew^es, manners, habits, i. ix. 3, x. 4, 11. i. 33,
X. 59, IV. ix. 14, VI. ii. 2, 31, iv. 38.

thicke, dense part of a wood, thicket, 11. i.

39, S. C.March 73.

thilk(e), this, S. C. Jan. 61, March 13, 49,
Apr. 154, May 6, July i, Se/>1. 66, 98, Oct,

.t3-

tho(e), then, thereupon, i. i. 18,50, iii. i. 23,
S. C. Jan. I I, Feb. 2 1 8, March 73 ; adv. then,

III. V. 6; S.C. Feb. 160, March 19, 22, May
109.

tho, pron. those, S. C. Sept. 32.

thone, the one, S. C. p. 420.
thorough, through, i.i. 32.

thother, the other, S. C. p. 420.
thous, thou art, S. C. July 33, Clout 292.
thraldome, subjection, captivity, in. xi. 16, iv,

i. 8,v. V.32.

thrall, sb. slave, i. v. 51, vii. vii. 19, R. T.

114, Amor. Son. 82; adj. subject, enslaved,

captive, i. vii. 44, iv. xi. 7, vii. vii. 17, 54,
//. Love 184.

thrall, vb. to make captive, enslave, v. v. 29
i/ig')] thrald, thralled, pa. part. 11. i. 54. ni.

xi. 15, VI. viii. 7, 1
1

, VII. vi. 7 ; ?to dominate
{ititr.)j VI. xi. 44.
threasure, treasure, 11. vii. Arg.

threasury, store of treasure, 11. vii. 4.

threat, to threaten, iv. vii. 37, v. xii. 18: to

move threateningly, vi. v. 1 9.

threatfull, threatening, iii. xii. 37, iv, vi. 10,

Muiop. 85.
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three-square, with three equal sides, i. vi. 41,
III. i. 4, iv. 16.

thresh, to thrash, strike, iii. vii. 32.

thresher, instrument for thrashing or striking,

V. vi. 29.

threttie, thirty, S. C. Feb. 17.

thrid, thread, iv. ii. 48, 50.

thrill, to pierce, penetrate (//V. and _/f^.), in. v.

20; thrild, thrilled, prel. 1. vi. 37, 11. xii.

78, IV. vii. 31 ; pa. pari. 1. viii. 39, in. v. 2 1,

IV. vii. 36; ppl. adj. 111. ii. 32 ; thrilling,

///'/. adj. 1. iii, 42, S. C. May 208.

thrillant, piercing, pcncir.'iting, i. .\i. 20, 11. iv.

46.

thrise, by a great deal, in. viii. 7.

thri.st, sb. thirst, 11. vi. 17.

thristed, prel. thirsted, i. vi. 38.

thristy, ie, thirsty, 1. x. 38, 11. v. 30, S. C.

May 138.

throng, to press, crush, in. ix. 45.
throughly, thoroughly, n. vii. 58, iv. xii. 22,

23, V. iii. 17, p. 407.
throw', time, instant, in. iv. 53.

throw '^ thro, pang, thi Of, i. x. 41, vi. xii. 17,

Mniop. 4 J 4.

throw'-*, throe, thrust, throw (of a wcapon\
II. v. 9, viii. 41 , in. v. 21 , IV. i;i. 26, 33, v. viii.

35. Teares 134.

thrust, sb. thirst, in. vii. 50.

thrust, vb. to thirst, n. ii. 29.

thwart, athwart, across, in. vii. 43.
thwarting, //•fN./'rtr/.l.iying across, Gnat 514.

tickle, unstable, inconstant, iiiiccrtain, in. is.

28, vr. iii. 5, vii. vii. 22, viii. l,'S.(.'. July 14,

Petrarch 8*5.

tickle, vb. tnlr. to lini'.lc, thrill, vii. vi. 4^),

Muiop. 394.
tide, tydo, time, oppoitunity, 1. ii. 29, 111, \i.

31, ix. 32, IV. vi. 47, vii. 47, Muiop. 405,
Pro/A. 177.

light, prel. tied, vi. xii. 34.

imbered, massive, v. ii. 50.

imeloHSo, untimely, Epitnjh{\) 12.

imely, passing (of time), i. iv. 4 ; keeping

time, .. V. 3 ; scason.iblc, .V. C. jfati. 38.

tinct, tinged, ('. S. Nov. 107.

ind, tynd, tynde, prel. 11. vni. 1
1

, in. iii. 57,

IV. vii. 30 (?), Gnal 3.J4 ; fn. part. in. vii. 15,

X. 13, (juat 504 : kiiicllcd.

tino, tyne, a/>. pam, »oriow, aHliction, 1. ix. 1 5,

IV. iii. 37, xii. 34, XI. mi. 33, Teares 3, Muiop.

12 ; hatr, anger, in. xi. I. Cf. t«en, th,

line, vb. to grieve, kuffcr, n. xi. 21.

ire, a/'.' tram, »cric», i. iv. 35.

Iro, tyro, »&.' attiie,drc>», 1. viii. 4O, 11. 1. 57,

ii. 36, IX. 40, IV. x. 31.

tire, tyre, vb. to attire, array, vn. vii. 11,

Gnat 308.

titmose, tit, tomtit, S. C. Xov. 26.

to, as, fur: to name, friend, i. i. 28, v. ix. 43.

tobrusd, ppl. adj. completely battered, v. viii.

44-

todde, thick bush, S. C. March 67.

tofore, before, iv. iv. 7, v. vii. 38, vi, vi. 9.

tonnell, opening of a chimney, flue, 11. ix.

29.

too, very, S. C. Feb. 1 36 ; /00-/00, loo very =
exceedini^ly, vn. vi. 55. S. C. Jl/ay 175; loo

orfro = for or against. Two Lett. p. 640.

tooles, weapons, n. iii. 37.
tootiug, pre^. part, spying out, searching, S. C.

March 06.

top, head, 1. vii. 29.

topside turuey, topsyturvy, v. viii. 42.

to rent, pa. part, torn asunder, iv, vii, 8, v.

viii. 4.

tort, -e, wrong, injury, i. xii. 4, n. v. 17, in.

ii. 12, IV, viii, ^l, R. T. 167, llubberd

1078.

tortious, wiong, wicked, injurious, n. ii.'l8,

IV. ix. 12, V. viii. 30, 51, vn. v i. ic.

tosse, to agitate, 1. vii. 27.

tosseu, to brandish, wield, in. ii. 6.

to torne, pa. part, torn to pieces, v. ix. 10.

totty, -ie, unsteady, «lizzy, vn. vii, 39, A". C.

Feb. 55.

touch, toiichsloiK- : In.e as t. — absolutely true,

I. iii. 3.

tourney, >/>. encounter, 111. ii. 9.

tourney, x>b. to jousi, tilt, 11. i. 6.

touzd, pit. part, harassed, worried, 11. \i.

toward, approaching, near at hand, 11. iv. 22,

in. i. y, Diiphn. 280 ; promising, Mutop. 26.

towards, loiward, n. i. 26, iii. 34.
to worno, pa. p irt. worn out, v. ix, 10.

toy, >/), play, amorous spi)rt, n. *i. 37, xii. 60.

toy,r/>, inir. to play, 11. ix. 35.
loyles, nets, snares, /*«•/. Elegie 97.
trace, .'/•. path, track, vi, i. 6, .V. ('. "Junt 27.

traoo, vb. to walk, i. viii. 31, Gnat 251 ; to

travel, go lorwar*!, iv. vii, 28, viii. 34, v. ix.

7, VI. i. 7, iii. 29; to track, ni. vii. 23; to

>ltp, pace, dance, vi. ix. 42.

tract, •/>.' Course, prt>ccs» (of timc"^, v. iv. S,

.V. (.'. May I I 7, Amur. Sm. 18.

tract, >/».' trace, track, footprint,!, i. 11, n.

iii. 19, VI. iv. 24, xii. 93, Gnat 2"^%), Ui bberJ

406.

tract, t'^. t<» tiacr, traik, n. i. 1 j, vi. vii. 3;
Iructed, /a. part. 11. vi. 39.

trade, tread, track, 11. vi. 39, Tram 375;
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occupation, ii. xii. 30, S. C. June 45 ; con-

duct, III. i. 67.

tradefull, busy in traffic, Amor. Son. 15.

traduction, transfer, iv. iii. 13.

traine, trayne, artifice, wile, snare, 1. vi.

3, vii. I, ix. 31, xii. 36, iii. iii. ll, x. 1 1, iv.

viii. 31, V. viii. 2, 19, xii. 40, Gnat 241,
Muiop. 398, Clout n8. Past. Elegie 97 ;

trail, track, v. ii. 15 ; assembly, v. ii. 33.

tramels, nets (for the hair), 11. ii. 1 5, iii. ix. 20.

transfard, /re/, transformed, iii. xi. 31.

translated, transferred, v. vii. 29.

trausmew, to transform, transmute, 1. vii. 35,
II. iii. 37, HI. i. 38.

transmoue, to transform, iii. xi. 43.
transuerse : by /. =in a haphazard way, vii.

vii. 56.

trap, to furnish with trappings, 11. viii. 16.

trap fals, trap-doors so made as to give way
beneath the feet, pitfalls, v. 11. 7.

trast, pret. moved, ran, v, viii. 37. Cf. trace,

vb.

trauayler, worker. Two Lett. p. 640.

traueled, -eiled, pa. part, troubled, S. C.

Jan, Arg. 6 ; laboured, R. R. 11 7.

trauell, ib. toil, travail, vi. vii. 19, ix. 2.

trauell, vb. to travail, labour (in childbirth)

ijjg.), IV. ix. 17.

trayle, !-b. woven pattern, Muiop. 299.
trayled, /)«. part, interwoven with a patterri,

v. v. 2.

trayned, pa. part. vi. vi. 39 ; pret. vi. vi. 42:
allured.

treachetour, traitor, 11. x. 51, vi. viii. 7.

treachour, traitor, cheat, i. iv. 41, ix. 32, 11.

i. 12, iv. 27, Hubberd 1255.
treague, truce, 11. ii. 33.

treat, sb. parley, iii. viii. 17.

treat, -en, fi''. to speak, talk (of), i. vii. 40,
viii. 43, IV. i. 16.

treaty, arrangement, iii. i. 11.

treen, of trees, 1. ii. 39, vii. 26.

trenchand, -ant, sharp, piercing, i. i. 17, xi.

24, V. V. 9.

trentals, services of thirty masses for the dead

on as many successive days, Hubberd 453.
trespassed, pa. part, committed, G?iat 448.
trild, /re/, flowed, trickled, 11. xii. 78.

trim, neat, well-formed, 111. i. 36, Pa^t. Elegie

42 ;
pleasing, iii. i. 40.

trimly, neatly, S. C. Apr. 29.

trinall, threefold, i. xii. 39, H. Love 64.

triplicities, trinities, triads, i. xii. 39, H.
Love 64.

triumph, triumphing, iv. ii. 24, iv. 28.

trode, troad, -e, footstep, trace, track, path,

III. ix. 49, VI. X. 5, .S". C. July 14, Sejt. 92,
Hubberd 406.

tromp(e\trumpet,iii.iii. 3, p. 412 ; trumpeter,

lierald, R. T. 434.
troncheon, headless spear, cudgel, 11. viii.

38, IV. iii. 12,

troth, truth, 11. i. 11, ii. 34.

troublous, agitated, disturbed, 11. ii. 24 ; rest-

less, II. iii. 4.

tr'0"w(e), to believe, think, 11. v. 13, v. ii. 34,
S. C. March 56, July 107.

trump, trumpet, Amor. Son. 29, 85. Cf.

tromp.
truncked, ppl. adj. truncated, beheaded, i.

viii. 10, II. V. 4.

trusse, i>b. bundle, S. C. May 239.
trusse, vb. to seize and cairy off, i. xi. 19, iv.

vii. 18; to pack up, 111. x. 46.

trustily, -ely, faithfully, vi. iii. 19; with

confidence, Hubberd 55.
truth, trust, care, i. vi. 12, 11. iii. 2.

try(e), trie, vb. to experience, iv. vii. 11,

R. T. 233; tride, pret. iv. vii. 2 ; tryde,

pa. part. vi. iii. 2 ; to prove (oneself), Hjtb-

berd 913. tryde, />«. part, purified, 11. ii.9.

tride,//'/. adj. firm, faithful, vi. viii. 33.
trye, adj. choice, select, v. ii. 26.

tunes, tones, strains, Elegie 193.
turmoyle,*6. trouble, agitation, i4mor.Son. 11.

turmoyle, vb. intr. to labour amid trouble,

Gnat 152 ; tr. to disturb, agitate, K.R. 261,

Petrarch 21. turmoild, /a. part, troubled,

IV. ix. 39.
turney, sb. tournament, encounter, iv. vi. 6,

ix. 36. Cf. tourney,
turney, vb. to joust, tilt, iv. v. 7, v. iii. Arg.

Cf. tourney,
turribant, turban, iv. xi. 28.

twaiue : into even /. = into two even portions,

Hubberd 1024.

tway, two, twain, i. vii. 27, 11. vi. 31, 111. xi.

1 1, IV. ii. 13, V. iv. 35, S. C. July 152.

twight, to twit, V. vi. 12.

twine, twyne, sb. coil, band, i. vi. 14, S.C,

Aug. 30, Oct. 111.

twine, vb. to twist, iv. ii. 51.

twinne, pair, couple, Bellay 70, Epigraim

p. 607.

twist, fabric made with a double and hence

heavy thread, coarse cloth, Hubberd 460.

twyfold, twofold, 1. V. 28.

tyhyhing, /res. part, tittering, Three Lett.

p. 618.

tyned, pret. were lost, perished, iv. xi. 36.

type, emblem, pattern, model, Teares 70,

Gnat 557.
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tyranne, tyrant, 6'. C. Oct. 98.

tyrannesse, female tyrant, i. v. 46.

tyrannical : /. colours, S. C. p. 447.
tyranning, tyrannizing, iv. vii. i.

tyre, head-dress, 1. x. 31. C(. tire, sb.^

tyreling, tired, fatigued, in. i. 17, vi. vii. 40.

U

vgly, horrible, i. ix. 48.

vrabriere, a, defence for the face, attached to

a helmet, 111. i, 42, iv. iv. 44.
vnacquainted, strange, unknown, i. x. 29.

vnaduised, /'/'/. adj. unperccived, p. 412.
vuawares, suddenly, unexpected, iv. viii. 7.

Cf. vnwares.
vnbid, ppl. adj. not prayed for, 1. ix. 54.
vnblest, /)//. adj. unwounded, v. ii. 12.

vnbrace, to unfasten, ii.iv. 9.

vucase, to strip, Hubberd 1 3S0 ; fa. part.

r<nealcd, v. iii. Arg., 39, Hubberd 930.
vnchearefull, cheerless, depressing, Epith. 2 i.

vncivile, uncivilized, wild, 11. vii. 3.

vncomely, unbecoming, vi. viii. 51.

vncomptrold, uncontrolled. Clout 6ft2.

uncouth, strange, unusual, 1. i. 15, 11. v. 20.

vi. 43, 111. x. 34, IV. vii. 45, X. 45, V. V. 37,
VII. \ ii. 6, 35 ; unknown, S. ('. S ft. 60.

vncrudded, uncurdlcd, Epith. 175.
vndoflde, unchallenged, 11. viii. 31.

linderfong, to ensnare, entrap, deceive, v. ii.

7.
'*>'• ^- Jtt'te 103; to undertake, S.C. Nov. 22.

vnder hand, secretly, iv. xi. 34.

vnderkeep, to keep under, subdue, oppress,

111. vii. 33, Teares 77.

vnderlay, to overpower, surpass. Gnat 99.

vndermiude, to undermine, deceive, V. vi.

vndemaye, to say in contradiction, S. C. Sept.

91.

vnderoong, burden of a song, refrain, S. ('.

AufT. 127, /Jfl/'/r//.245,394, Clout 1O8, Profit.

1 10.

vndortako, to hctr, understand, v. iii. 34.

vndortanc, pa. part, proinisctl, v. viii. 3.

Vudortinio, the time «>( the midday mr.i!

(underii). 111. vii. 1 3.

vndoruorao, following or second vcnc, S. C.

p. -l.Si.

vndiKht, to take ofT, in. v. 31 , ix. 19, v. viii. }
;

pret. I. iii. 4 ;
pa, part. vi. vii. 19 ;

pa. port.

unl(K)!>cnc<l, 11. xii. 15, in. vi.iR.

vnca«y, uinomfotiablr, «li»4gtccablc, 1. v. 36.
~ vnoath, -eth, vnnoath, <»<//. dinuuli, 1. x. 31

.

in. V. 17, iv. vii. .|0, hafhu. <|.|7 ; ailv. will.

diniculty, uncaiily, 1. ix. 3S, xi. 4, 11. i. 56, in.

i. 33, X. 2, IV. IX. 25, .S'. C. Sept. 4S, Pai^t.

Aeglogue 52. vneathes, vnnethes, adv.

with difficulty, 11. vi. i , .S". C. Jan. 6.

vnespyde, pa. part, unseen, 111. i. 37.

vneuen, ill-matched, vi. v. 9.

vnfilde, ppl. adj. unpolished, in. vii. 30.

vngentle, discourteous, rude, iii.i. 67.

vngentlenesse, harshness, discourtesy, in. v.

2,

vnguilty, innocent, in. ii. 26.

vnhable, unable, incapable, i. iv. 23, vi. i. 16,

iii. 46.

vnhappy, -ie, unfortunate, inauspicious, 11. vi.

44 ; unsuccesslul, vi. iv. 31 ; unhaf'pieivitted —
with minds full of tricks, Hubberd 49.

vnhastie, slow, 1. iii. 4.

vnheale, -hele, to disclose, uncover, n. xii. 64,
IV. v. 10.

vnherst, prel. removed from a hearse or n:onu-

ment, v. iii. 37.
vnhurtfull, doing no harm, Teares 197.
vnkenipt, rough, unpolished {jig.^, m. x. 29,

.v. C. iN'ov. 5 1

.

vnkend, -t, unknown, iv. xi. 13, p. 416. «

vnkinde, unnatural, in. ii. 43, Hubberd 52.

vnkindly, unnatural, 11. x. 9, S.C.yan. 26.

vp.kodpeased, ppl. adj. witliout a ccxl-picce,

Three Lett. p. 625. See kodpeaad.
vnla.st, fa. part, unlaced, vi. i. 39.
vnlich, unlike, i. v. 28.

vnliko, unlikely, v. v. 38.

vulu.styo. feeble, .V. ^'. p. 45S.

vnnethes, see vnoath.
vnraanurd, ppl. adj. untillcd, uncultivated,

11. X. 5.

vnmard, pa. /art. unspoiled, vi. .\. 7.

vnnioete, unfit, unsuitable, unbecoming,

unseemly, 111. vi. 50, iv. . 27, vi. iv. 37, viii.

22.

vnniercilully, extremely, v. vii. 31.

vnnoblo, ign< ble, base, Teares 435.
vnplaiued, -pliiynd, />//. adj. not iK-wai'eJ

or lamentcil, Daphn. 79; pa. parf.f Past.

F.tfgie 136.

vnprouod, ppl. adj. not tested, untried, 1. vii.

vnpuruaido, fa. part. tUprived. vii. vi. \.\.

vnroauo, to disentangle, take to pieces, Amor.
Son. 2}^.

vnrod, /'/7. adj. untoM, iv. xii. 2.

vurodroat, //•/. adj. without rcdio», iv. viii.

vnrem^dlod (cf. rom6dlloMe\ Clorlnda S.

vnroproued, /•//. ./<//. M.imeli^s, n. vii. 16.

vnroNtf\llnciiio, rr»tlc»inr»i, unra»inr»f, S, C.
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Ivnrulinient, uiiruliiiess, iv. ix. 23.

vnruly, unrestrained, excessive, vi. vi. 5.

vnseason, to strike or affect disagreeably,

P- 413.
vnseene, unrevealed, incognito, iv. iv. 3.

vnshed, ppl. adj. unparted, iv. vii. 40.

vnsoote, not sweet, S. C. Dec. 1 18.

vnspide, pa. pari, unseen, iii. vi. 7.

vnstayd, unsteady, vi. i. 20.

vnstedfastnesse, instability. Epigrams
p. 606.

vnthrifty, wicked, i. iv. 35.
vnthriftyhed, -ihead,unthriftiness, ii.xii. 18,

111. xii. 25.

vntill, -til, unto, towards, 1. xi. 4, 6*. C. Nov.

185.

vntimely, unfortunately, v. v. 29.

vntitled, ppl. adj. without a title, claim, v.

ix. 42.

vntride, ppl. adj. not felt, experienced, iv.

vii. II. Cf. try, vb.

vntrust, ppl. adj. unbound, Pas/. Aeglogue

56.

vnualewd, ppl. adj. inestimable, Amor. Son.

n-
vnwares, unexpectedly, suddenly, i. v. iS,

III. i. 37, IV. iv. 31, 6". C. March Arg., May
275 J

unknown, iv. iv. 27 ; unknowingly,

Gfiat 631.
vnwarie, unexpected, 1. xii, 25.

vnweeting, adj. not knowing, unconscious, i.

iii. 65, x. 65, 66, II. xii. 22 ; unknown, 111. iii.

57; adv. unwittingly, i. ii. ^o, Hitbberd 606.
vnweetingly, unwittingly, v. viii. 15.

vnweldy, adj. unwieldy, i. viii. 24 ; adv. in

an unwieldy manner, vi. viii. 28.

vnwist, unknown, 111. ii. 26, ix. 21, iv. iv. 27.
V. i. 9, 22.

vnwont, unaccustomed, vi. xi. 40, S. C. Feb.

32.

vnworthy, luideserved, vi. iv. 34.
vnwreaked, pa. par/, unrevenged, 111. xi. 9.

vpblowing, pres.part. blowing up, iii. iv. 1 3.

vp-blowne, pa. part, inflated, i. iv. 21.

vpbounden, pa. part, bound up, tied, in. ix.

20.

vpbraide, reproach, abuse, iv. ix. 24, 28, v.

xi. 41, Hitbbird 2.

vpbrast, pret. burst asunder, vi. xi. 43.
vpbray, vb. to bring reproach on, 11. iv. 45 ;

to uj^braid, iv. i. 42.

vpbrayes, upbraidings, reproaches, iii. vi. 50.

vpbrought, pret. brought up, re.ired, vi. iv.

38.

vpcheard, pret. encouraged, vi. i. 44.
vpfild, />«. part, filled up, iv. iii. 42.

vphild, pa. part, upheld, vi. xi. 21.

vphoorded, ppl. adj. hoarded up, Tcares 553'.

vpkuit, to explain, sum up, iv. vi. 30.

vpleaaing, pres. part, leaning upon. Gnat

154.

vprear, -e, to raise up, i. xi. 15, 11. i. 29, iii

iii. 45, IV. i. 55, VI. i. 19, 31, Daphn. 187.
vprightly, honestly, really, S. C. p. 451.
vpryst, pa. part, risen up, S. C. March 18.

vpstaring, pres. pari, bristling, standnig up,

I. ix. 22.

vpstart, adj. starting up, bristling, in. x. 54.
vpstart, vb. to start, rise up, n. iv. 9, viii. 18,
VI. viii. 40; vpstartiug, ppl. adj. 11. xii. 39.

vpstayd, pret. supported, in. xii. 21, iv. i.

37-

vptyde, pa. part, tied up, wound up, 11. ii. i,

VI. iv. 24.

vp-wound, pa. part, coiled up, i. i. 15.

Vrania, p^etidonym^ Clout 487.
vrchius, hedgehogs, n. xi. 13.

vsage, behaviour, conduct, iv. vii. 45, Muiop.
120.

vsaunce, -auce, use, n. vii. 7, Daphn. 503.
vse, sb. habit, conduct, 11. v. 19, in. xi. 4.
vse, vb. to be wont, accustomed, iv. v. 3, v.

viii. 17; to practise, iv. v. 3; did i'ie = used,

IV. viii. 5.

vsurped, pa. part, used, aftected, .S". C. Sept.

P- 455-
vsury, -ie, interest, vi. viii. 9, Clout 39,
Cloriiida 22.

vtmost, last, II. i. 49; most outward, n. xii.

20, 21, VI. xii. 26; uttermost, in. xi. 25,

//. Love 108; furthest, n. x. 12.

vtter, adj. outer, 11. ii. 34, iv. x. 1 1

.

vtter, vb. to put out or forth, 6'. (.'. March 15.

vade, to vanish, depart, in. ix. 20, v. ii. 40,

R.R. 279.

vaile, vayle ^, to let down, in. ix. 20, Three

Lett. p. 625.

vaile 2, to veil, conceal, p. 409.
value, sb. poetic vein, S. C. Oct. 23 ; humour,
disposition, Hiibberd 799.

vaine, adj. weak, frail, iv. ii. 48.

vainesse, vanity, R. T. 459, Bellay 26;
folly, Worlds Vanitie 83.

valiauiice, valour, n. iii. 14, viii. 51, in. iii.

28.

valorous, brave, valiant, 11, iv. I, xi. 34.
value, valour, 11. vi. 29, in. xi. 14.

valure, valour, Epitaph (i) 46.

variable, various, in. v. i, Proth. 13.
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vele, I.

veil (//V.

IV. 30.

varlet, young man, 11. iv. 37.
vauucing, /rei. pat. advancing, iv. iv. 17.

vaunt, to display, exhibit, 111. ii. 16; vaunt-
ed, //»/. adj. IV. iv. 7.

vauiitage, advantage, opportunity, iii. vii. 51.

vauntfull, boastful, Muiop. 54.
vaut, vawte, sb. vault, 11. vii. 2S, ix. 29.

Gnal 444, Hubberd 1229.
vaute, vb. to vault, jump, leap, Hubberd 693.
vauted, pa. part. in. iv. 43; ppl. alj., Cloii

61 1 : vaulted, arched.

veale, iv. v. 10, Three Lett. p. 611
i. 4, viii. 19, 11. Prol. 5, 111. i. 59
and/^.).

vellenage, slavery (Ji'^.), n. .\i. i.

vellet, velvet, S. C. May 185.

venery, hunting (jig.), i. vi. 22.

vengeable, eager lor vengeance, 11.

vengement, revenge, iv. vii. 30, vi. iii. iS.

veuger, avenger, 1. iii. 20.

venim(e), venom, poison, Mutop. 352,
Worlds Vanitie 39.

vent, to snutf, S. C. Feb. 75. vented, prct.

lilted up so as to give air, 111. i. 42.

ventayle, -tailo, n)ovable front or mouth-
piece of a helmet, which may be raised to

admit fresh air, 111. ii. 24, iv. vi. I9, v. viii.

1 2.

venterously, daringly, Two Lett. p. 640.

ventred, prel. ventured, iv. vii. 31.

ventrous, venturous, dariivg, adventurous,

11. xii. 44, IV. ii. 27, vi. 4, V. x. 30.

vordit, judgement, opiniuu, decision, vii. vii.

27, Thrte Lett. p. 6lS.

Vcsre, to turn, shift, 1. xii. 1, v. xii. iS.

verinoll, -eill, sb. 11. x. 24; adj. 111. i. 46,
iv. ix. 27, I'roth. 33 : veimilion.

vorraily, ib. vermilion, tii. viii. 6.

vermin, (a noxious) insect, Wurldi Vanitie "j^.

vertuo, power, worth, v. j. 10.

vortuouH, potent, powerful, 11. xii. 86.

Voruon, vervain ; one of >.cvtral wetdy j l.nit\

of the grnui Verbena, which formerly h.ul

sa( red associations, Afiii»p. 197.

vosliiiicnt, vestiiuiit, garment, 1. ni. 17, in.

xii. 29, V. ix. 10.

VOtchy, of vetch, .V. C\ Stp/. 256.

vild, vyido, aiij. vilc, 1. iii. Ar^;., vi. 3, 111

VII. 15, V. xi. IS; ailv. vilily, vi. i. Aig.

vildly, vilely, t. i. 30, iii. 43.

virolayon, a thort hght ton^ or poem wiitini

to .III old Irnich tiicuiurc, ill. x. H, .V. ('.NtH>.

2 I , Ditphn. 317.

virKiiialH, keyed inilrumrnt of ihc harptichord

< I, INS, I'wo Lett. p. 636.

ViMnoiniu, -y, vita^c, couittcnaiicr, v. iv. 11,

Muiop. 310, Am jr. Son. 45, Mnc. Sonn. Ji.

Cf. physnomy.
visour, mask, disguise, i. vii. I.

vitall, necessary to life, life-giving, 11. i. 2,

R. K. 342, Da/hn. 197.

voide, voyd, to avoid, turn aside, iv. vi. 3 ;

pa. part, turned aside, removed, vi. vii. 43 ;

cleared, removed, v. iv. 46 ; to go, depart,

6'. C. Aug. 164, Epitaph (2) 35-

voydnesse, emptiness. Clout S50.

vow, will, wish, VII. \i. 22

vulgar, -e, the common people, i. v. 8, m.
.xii. 4, V. ii. 33, Teares 194.

W
wad, bundle, H. Love 226.

wade, to go, pass, i. i. 12.

wae, woe, S. C. Sept. 25.

wag, to move, iv. iv. 18, v. i. 22.

wage, di. pledge, 1. iv. 39.

wage, vb. to let out for pay, 11. vii. iS

waged, />/'/. adj. paid. Clout 382.

wagnioires, quagmires, S. C. Sept. 130.*

waide, pa. part, weighed, proved, iv. ix. 38.

Cf. way.
waift, waif, a thing blown by the wind or

cairiid in by the sea, iv. xii. 31. Cf. weft, sb.

waild, f'ret. bewailed. Thebt. 1 2S. Cf. wayle.
wailefuU, wayl-, mournful, iit. iv. 38, v. vi.

26, A". C. Ftb. .Sj, May 201. Muiop. 12.

waine, wayne, wagon, 1. iv. 19, v. 41, 111.

iv. 60.

wained, Ja. [art. c.irried along, nu»\ed, mi.

vi. 10.

wait, -e, wayt, i/>. tt) watch for, 11. iv. 17;

to await, 1. V. 3. V. xii. I 2 ; to wati h, 111. \i. : 1.

w akofvill, walthliil, 111. ix. 7.

waladay, //i/e-r/. alas I Gnat ^X^,

walki', to move, wag, 11. iv. 5. walkt,/>»v/.

rolled. III. xn. I 3.

wallowed, ppl. adj. grovelling, 111. xi. 7.

wan, «uij. pair, faint. It. vi. 4I ; soirowl'ul, sad,

S. C. (Jit. 85. wanne, feeble, S. (.'. Jan. 47.

wan, v/>. prft. w. n, gained, it. ii. 17, vi. 41,

VII. .«.}.

wand, bough, branch, v. ix. 17.

wunlnti, playful, 1. xii. 7 ; wild, in. vi. ii.

war, wof»p, S. ('. Sept. loS.

ward, */'. gnatil, garrison, 11. xi, 1 5.

ward, vb. to guard, 1. viii. 3. v. ix. ii, .V. '".

"July 42 ; to waid off, rcjM-l, 1. ix. 10.

waro, adj. warv, iharp, 1. vii. l ; awarr, 111.

ix. iS.

wur«». i/< prel. wore, 1, iv. 47.

waroluiiao, unaware ; unawatci, iv. li. 3, \ . v.
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52; heedless, unwary, iv. x. 20, v. v. 17;
uiiperceived, v. i. 22.

warely, carefully, warily, 1. xii. 36.

war-hable, fit for war, 11. x. 62.

wariment, caution, iv. iii. 17.

warke, work, 11. i. 32, .S". C. May 145, Nqv.

65, Bellay 44.
war-monger, a mercenary soldier, 111. x. 29.

warne, to dcnv, forbid, prevent, Clorinda i 2.

warrant, rule, licence. Two Lett. pp. 639, 640.
warrayd, -eyd, -eid, pret. waged war on,

attacked, i. v. 48, 11. x. 2 1 , 50 ; inlr. struggled,

warred (Jig.), ni. v. 48 ;
pa. part, assailed,

Ajjior. Son. 44.
warre, sb. knob or protuberance on a tree, S. C.

Aug. 26.

warre, adv. in a worse manner, iv. viii, 31.

Cf. war.
warriouresse, female warrior, v. vii. 27.

wasserman, male sea-monster of human form,

II. xii. 24.

wast, sb. waist, 11. xi. 12, v. x. 8.

wast(e), adj. idle, useless, wasted, i. \. 42,8. C.

Feb. 133; stray, deserted, S. C. Sept. 198.

wast, vb. to lay waste, devastate, iv. i. 45 ;

wasted, pa. part., S. C. Jan. 19.

wast(e)fuil, desolate, waste, barren, i. iii. 3,

II. vii. 2, xii. 8, in, xi. 53, iv. viii. 8, S. C.

June 50 ; devastating, S. C. Jan. 2.

wastnesse, wilderness, i, iii. 3.

watchet, light or pale-blue colour, in. iv. 40,

IV. xi. 27, Elegie 3.

water-sprinkles, drops, splashes of water,

IV. iii. 25.

wav'd, pa. part, watered, having a sort of

pattern on which there is a changeable play

of light, IV. xi. 45.
wawes, waves, 11. xii. 4.

waxe, to grow, become, 11. x. 30; waxen,
pa. part. , Hubberd 599. Cf. wex, woxi.en).

way, to weigh, v. ii. 46, 49; to consider,

esteem, vii. vi. 55; to weigh (yzg".), consider,

vii. viii. I ; wayd, fret. \. x. 40; pa. part.

VII. vii. 58 ;
/fl. part, weighed, determined,

IV. i. 7.

way*d, /r^/. journeyed, iv. ii. 12.

way le, to bewail, lament, mourn, Daplai. 5 1 o

;

wayld, pa. fart. 1. v. 23.

wayment, ^b. lamentation, 111. iv. 35, 7^. 7'.

wayment, vb. to lament, 11. i. 16, Teares 355.
weale, happiness, Pas/. Aeglogue 134.

weanell, weanling, a lamb or kid newly

weaned, S. C. Sept. 198.

weare, to pass, spend (time), i. i. 31.

wearish, wizened, withered, iv. v. 34.

weasand pipe, windpipe, iv. iii. 12. Cf.

wesand.
weather, to expose to the air, v. iv. 42, Miuop.

184.

weaued, pret. wavered, v. iv. 10.

weed, undergrowth, iv. vii. 4.

weed(e), weeds, clothes, dress, attire, 1. Prol.

I, vii. 19, 11. iii. 27, iv. 29, viii. 16, p. 409,
^S". C. Jidy 168, Hubberd I 32 I, Cloi/t 711.

weeke, wick, 11. x. 30.

weeldlesse, unwieldy, iv, iii. 19.

ween(e\ -en, to expect, suppose, think, i. i.

10, X. 58, H. iv. 28, viii. 26, III. ii. 13, vi. 54,
V. ii. 25 ; to tell, iv. xi. 27.

weet(e), -en ', to know, learn, perceive, dis-

cover, i.iii.6, vi.34,vii. 1 1, 11. iii. 1 1, iii. i. 19,

ii. 6, V. 31, IV. i. 41, 43, VI. ii. 30 ; to w.=to
wit, t. iii. 17, III. vi. 54, iv.iv. 40, xi. 28, v. x.

I, VI. iii. 3.

weet*, to wet, iv. ix. 33.

weeting, knowledge, v. x. 39.

weetingly, wittingly, knowingly, vi. iii. i r,

Past. Elegie 22.

weetlesse, unconscious, ignorant, thoughtless,

III. ii. 26, ix. 41, VI. viii. 47, S. C. July 35.

weft, i6. =waift, 111. x. 36, iv. ii. 4, v. iii. 27,

VI. i. 18.

weft, vb.; pa. part, wafted, carried, 11. vi. iS,

VI. v. 23 ; waived, avoided, iii. iv. 36.

weighing, tres. part, considering, S C. p.

417. Cf. way.
welaway, excl. of distress, Amor. p. 577.
welaway the while, alas the time ! S. C.

Sept. 58.

weld(e), to wield, i. xi. 28, S. C. May 206;

to govern, manage, control, iv. Prol. i, v.

ix. II, VI. viii. 11, R. T. 447, Hubberd I 232,

Clout 130; to bear, S. C. Oct. 40; intr. to

exert oneself, iv. i. 37.

wele, weal, v. xi. 16.

welfare, may (it) prosper, iii. ii. 42.

welhead, -hed, well head, source, fountain

(///. Aud Jig.), II. ii. 6, vii. 1 5, v. ix. 26.

welke, to fade, wane, i. i. 23; welked, //>/.

adj., S. C.Jan. 73 ; pa. part., S. C. Nov. 13.

welkin, sky, heaven, i. iv. 9 {attrib.), in. ix.

11,5. C. Sept. 187.

well, sb. weal, happiness, 1. ii. 43.

well, vb. to pour forth (///. ^ndjig.), n. x. 26,

VI. Prol. 7.

well away, wel-, wellawaye, interj. alas

!

n. vi. 43, viii. 46, V. i. 15, S. C. Aug. 19.

well to donne, welldoing, i. x. 33.

weltre, to roll, wallow, S. C. July 197.

wend', to turn, go, i. i. 28, iv. viii. 50.

wend ^ pret, thought, vii. vi. 11. Cf. ween.
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wene, to think, .S*. C. March J5. CT. ween.
went.course, journey, IV. v. 46; resort, haunt,
IV. ii. 47; turning, veering, vi. vi. 3.

wesand, windpipe, v. ii. 14, S. C. Se^l. 210.

west, to set (of the sun), v. Prol. 8.

wax, .'6. wax, iii. viii. 6.

wex(e), vb. to wax, grow, become, i. ii. 4, iv.

30, II. iii. 9, X. 20, III, i. 47, vii. 24, ix. 13, vi.

i. Arg., xii. 11, .S*. C. Feb. 124, June 103,
Clout 851; wexen, T^ni pen. flur. /'re<.,

S. C. Aug. 96. Oct. 42 ; pa. jarL^ R. iT. 472.
wext, p(i. part, increased, iv. ii. 52.
wexen, waxen, S. C. Dec. 6S.

wey, to weigh, consider, //w66ert/ 1 1 2. Cf. way.
whally, having a greenish tinge, i. iv. 24.

what, fare, things, vi. ix, 7.

what (is he) for a (ladde), what kind of

I a lid is he), S. C. Apr. 17.

wheare, place, 111. iv. 19,

whelky, knobby, lounded. Gnat 105.

whelmd, pa. pari. 11. ii. ^3; Jret. \ii.vi. 53:
overwhelmed, crushed, whelming, />//. adj.

II, iv. 17.

whena.s, when, i. ii. 32, 11. ix. 10, 14, p. 41 3.

whereas, where-as, where, 11. xii. 42, vii.

vi. 17,47, 4S.

whet, pa. part, whetted, sharpened, vi. viii. 45.
whether, /TO., a(/j. whicli (of two), i. ii. 37,
IV. iii. 37, ix. j^ 10, V. ii. j 7, \ 11. vii. 57, Jlub-

hi'fil 997.
whether, adv. wliithcr, v. viii. 48, Clout 251.

whight, white, 11. iii. 26.

while, time, iv. i. 7, 6'. C. "Jan. 8; the uhyhs
- while, > I. vi. 44.

whilere, whyl-, -eare, rrcwhile, lately.

lorrnerly, i. ix. 2S, iii. \i. 26, x. 17, iv. v. hi,

Fast. Aeglof^ue I42; alicady, in. ix. 13.

whileH, while, 11. i\. 34.
whilom, -e, why]-, loimcrly, once, i. Prol.

I, 111. vii. 47, j>. 4 10, S.C A jr. 23.

whirlpoolett, »ca-nionstcri of the whale kind,

II. xii. 23.

whist, pa. part, tilrnccd, vii. vii. 59.
whistler, ? plover or pewit, 11. xii. 36.

whit : uo IV. " nothing at all, not at all, 11. viii,

54, IV. vii. 44,

whito, mark, Thref J.rll. p. 6IQ,

whot, whott(o), hot, I. X, j6, II. i, 58. vni.

I I , IX. H), III. vii. 49, S. ('. Marth .\\, Sr/t.

I I 2. whotcut, hottc*i, S. ('. p. .\\;.

wicked, banclul, cinrl, ill. xi. 34.

widdcr, wider, S. ('. iSV/>/. 210.

wide, wyde, round alv»nt, vi. xi. IS; a\^ay.

I. i. 31, xi. 5, II. viii. 36.

widow, l)rrr.»vr(l. /Vis/. Atf^hif^ut \\i.

widow head, widowhood, Tfurth 240.

wield, to sway, inriuence, v. x. 24.

wight, .-6,' creature, person, human being, 1.

ii. 30, 42, V. 36, ix. 23, II. xi. 8, III. iii. 60, ix.

21, IV. vii. 10. xii. 19, v.Prol. 9..^. C. Apr.^-.

wight,sb.^hUn\€,S.C.yune loo. Cf.wite, -6.

wight, adj. nimble, active, S. C. March 91,

wightly, quxkly, S. C. Seji. 5.

wildings, crab-apples, iii. vii. 17.

wile, wyle, to beguile, 111. x. 5.

will, i>b. desiie, Ikaulie I 58.

will, vb. to wish, request, v. xii. 8, 9. wild,
pret. ordered, vi. vii. 35. will or «;// = willy

iiilly, I. iii. 43.
wimble, nimble, S. C. March 91.

wimple, covering of linen worn by women on

the head, cheeks, and neck, 1. xii. 22.

wimpled, />a. part. 1. i. 4 ; pret. vii. vii. 5:
l.tid, lay in plaits or folds,

win, to reach, get to, vi. i. 23.

winde, to perceive or follow by the scent, v,

ii. 25.

wine-fats, vats of wine, vii. vii. 39.

wisards, sages, wi>e men, wizards, i. iv. ij,

II. ix, 53. V. Prol, 8. *

wise, wize, manner, guise, in, i. z^z,^ ii. .'4,

VI, i\, 6, VII. vii. 18, Teares 170.

wishful, desirable, v. ix. 10,

wist, /rf/, knew, i, ii, 40, in. ii. 2^^, iv. i. 7,

xii. 17. C\. wot.
wit, wilt, knowledge, intelligence, n. xii. 44,

III. i. 1 2, IV. iv. 39 ; niinii, Clout 707.
witcho, witch-elm, S. C. June 20.

wite, .'ft. blame, censure, vi. iii. i(\, xii. 41.

wile, witcn, wyte, vl>. to blame, reproach,

censure, 11. xii. 16, 111. iv. 52, iv. Prol. I,

V. xi, 57, S. C. May 1 59, j>. ly j 10, Aug. 1 36,

lluhhrrd 348, Clout 749. ^)\(k

w itf'lCM.so, bl.imeicss, S. C. Aug. 136.

w ithdraw, to carry oil, iii. xi. 30.

with hault, />rf/. withleld, 11. xi. 9.

without, outside, VII. vii. 52.

withouten, without, 11. viii. 47, iv. vii. 3, v.

xii. 39, VII. vii. 53, Ji'. C. Oct, 29, HuHnrd
158, 1K6.

witnoHMO, a rough edge (a« in the leavn of

b<'ok>'), 'Vlirtt IaII. p. 625.

wittily, wisely, »en»ibly, 11. ix, 53.

wiurhood, state of Inring a wile, iv. v. 3.

wiuoly, wilelike, iv. v. 3,

wo, woo, s.td, II. viii. 53, i\. i. 38.

woniunheail,-hcd, womanhoo<i, womankind,
It. xii. 55, V. IX. 45, Mniup, 345 ; w«<mahli-

tieti, VI. ii. 15, CloHt 512. womanhood,
womanly iceling, vi. viii. 51.

won, wonno, >b. abode, dweHing-placr, rc-

Kcal, II. ui 30, xii. 11, ill. iii. 7, viii. 37,
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IV. viii. 22, V. ix. 8, vi. iii. 37, xi. 35, Clout

521.

won, vh}; did won — was wont, used, 111. ix.

21. wonned, pret. was wont, iS". C. Feb.

119. wonst, is wont, Muiop. il.

wondred, wonderful, 11. xii. 44, iv. xi.49.

won(e), wonne, vb.'^io dwell, live, abide, i. \i.

39, II. i. 51, iii. 18, vii. 49, xii. 69, m. i. 3,

ii. 14, iii. 26, V, 27, IV. vi. 5, xi. 37, vi. ii. 25,
S. C. Feb. 184, Clo7d 307.
wonne, vb.^ : pre/. 1. vi. 39 {inlr.) ; pa. pari.,

Hubberd 751 ('''•) : conquered.

wonning, dwelling-place, vi. iv. 13.

wont,/)//, adj. wonted, accustomed, v. iii. i.

Cr. won, vb.

wont, pret. was, were accustomed, iv. vii. 6,

40; used to be, aS". C. Feb. 108. wontes,
w^onts, is accustomed, 11. ii. 42, Ajnor. Son.

39. Cf. won, vb.

wontlesse, unaccustomed, Beautie 2.

wood, mad, furious, 1. iv. 34, v. 20, li. iv. 1
1

,

IV. ix. 29, S. C. March 55, Aug. 75, Hubberd

1352
woodnesse, madness, iii. xi. 27.

wooe, to obtain by solicitation, iv. x. 57.
woon, to dwell. Gnat 18, Clout 774. Cf. won,
vb.""

word, motto, iv. iv. 39.
wore, pret. passed, iv. ix. 19. Cf. weare.
world: worlds pride = earthly magnificence,

R.R. 422.

worship, glory, honour, i. i. 3, iii. ii. 8.

worth, sb.: in w., in good w. = 'n\ good part,

pp. 411,412, 413.
worth, vb. : wo worth = woe betide, 11. vi. 32,

Epitaph (2) 13.

worthy, deserved, t. i. 26, S. C. June 100.

wot, wote, to know, 1. i. 13, 32, ii. 18, ix. 43,

II. iii. 16, in. ix. 7, vii. vi. ^7,, S.C.Feb. 85,
March 102.

wound, pa. part, weaved, 11. xii. 82.

woundlesse, unwoundcd, S. C. Oct. 41.

wowed, pret. wooed, vi. xi. 4, Past. ElcgieO'j.

wox(e),/'r£/.waxed, became, grew, 11. viii. 9,47,
X. 17, xii. 22, m. iii. 1 7, iv. 52, iv. viii. 31, v.

ix. 46, S. C. Jan. c,^ Hubberd 1 103. woxen,
pa. part, become, grown, i iv. 34, x. 29, iii. v.

29, X.60, VII. vi. 6, p. 41 1 , Past. Aeglogue 1 1 3.

wrack(e), wreck, destruction, i. vi. I, iv. ix.

25, Teares 400 ; violence, S. C. Feb. 10.

wrackfull, avenging, destructive, vi. ix. 27.

wrast, to wrest, v. xii. 21.

wrastliiig, wrestling, Three Lett. y. 616.

wratc, pret. wrote, ni. xii. 31.

wrawliug, pres. ^art. ir.ewing (as a cat), vi.

xii. 27.

wreake, sb. revenge, punishment, i. viii. 43,

xii. 16 ; destruction, ruin, in. vii. 48 ; wreck,

Teares 124, R. R. 33.
wreak, -e, vb. to avenge, i. iv, Arg., 11. iii. 14,

'^- '• 39> 52, vi. 38 (/w/r.), Gnat 579.
wreakfull, avenging, v. i. 8.

wreath, to turn, twist, 11. i. 56, Bellay 74.

wreathed, ppl. adj. writhing. Gnat 253 ;

twisted, Clojit 245.
wrecke, to avenge, v. iv. 24.

wreckfuU, destructive, vi. viii. 36.

wrest, vb. to wrench, twist, turn, 11. xii. 81,

V. xii. 34, Beautie 1 58.

wrest ^, wrist, i. v. 6, ii. ii. 2 1, viii. 22, iii. vii.

2, IV. xi. 5 T.

wrest ^, wrench, 11. xi. 43.

wretch, wretched, vi. ix. 30.

wrethed, ppl, adj. twisted, coiled, i. i. 18.

wrigle, wriggling, S. C. Feb. 7.

wring, to distress, i. xi. 39 ; to turn, twist, vi.

vii. 9 ; to turn or divert the course of, to

afTect, Worlds Vanitie I 26.

writ, written document, i. xii. 25. writs, plur.

writings, hi. ii. 1, iv. ii. 33, v1.xii.4l, Teares

v/rizled, /)/>/. adj. wrinkled, shrivelled, i. viii. 47.

wroke,ii. v. 21, iv. vii. 26; wroken,iv. ii. 21,

VI. ii. 7, S. C. March 108, Muiop. 99 ;
pa.

part, avenged.

wrought, pa. part. app. released, freed, v. v.

Arg.

wrye, awry, S. C, Feb. 28.

wall, will, Epilh. 252.

wynd, to extricate, vi. iv. 26.

y-, archaic prefix used to form the past par-

ticiple, e. g. ybrought, brouglit, i. v. 5.

ymounted, mounted, i. ii. 29.

yate, gate, S. C. May 224.

ybent, turned, in. iv. 47.

ybet, beaten, iv. iv. 9.

yblent, blinded, dazzled, i. ii. 5, n. vii. I,

S. C. Apr. 155.

ybore, born, in. iv. 21.

ybrent, burnt out, in. i.\. 53.

yclad, ycled, clothed, i. i. i, iv. 38.

yeleepe, to call. Clout 65.

ycleped, called, named, in. v. 8.

ycond, learnt, S. C. May 262.

ydlesse, idleness, vi. ii. 31.

ydrad, dreaded, i. i. 2, v. xi. 3, xii. 37.

yearue, to earn, vi. i. 40, vii. 15.

yede, yeed, yead, to go, i. xi. 5, 11. iv. 2,

.V, C. July 109, Sept. 145.

yeeld, to admit, grant, ii. ix. 38.
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yeuen, given, S. C. A/ril 1 14.

yfere, together, in corupaiiv with, i. ix. i, n.

i. 35, ix. 2, III. vii. 4S, ix. 13, x. 16, vii. \ i.

31, .V. C. Af'K. 68, >/> 14;,.

yglaunst, pret. glanced, ghded, 11. vi. 31.

ygoe, /a. part, gone, S. C. May 67, A'or. ~/k

ygoe, adv. ago, i. ii. 18, 111. v. 9, xii. 41,
v. C. Nov. 81 ; late y. = Utely, 11. i. 2.

yield, to admit, grant, 11. Prol. 4.

yirk, to lash, vi. vii. 44.
ylike, ahke, ?. iv. 27 ; y. as = like, .S". C. M,ty

76.

ylke, that (same), .S'. C Aug. 142.

yniolt, njched, 111. \i. 25.

ympt, see iuipe, vh.

Ynd, India, i. v. 4, vi. 2.

ynne, imi, abode, S, C Feb. Sy, Xov. 16.

yod, yode, />rf/. went, i. x. 53, 11. vii. 2, 111.

i. I, 4, \iii. 19, 45, IV. viii. 34, vii. vii. 35,
S. C. May 22, 17S, July 1S2

;
yodest, P(i>./.

Afglrjgue S8. See yede.
yold, pret. iii. xi. 25: pn. part. in. .\i. 17

(2 , VII vii. 30 : vieldcd.

yond, adj. mad, furious, 11. viii. 40, in. vii.

26.

yond, ailv. yonder, iv. i. 33, 35, \i. xii. |S,

yongmen, young nun, G'//a/43i.

yongth. yongthly, v. 11. (or yoiglh, youglhly.

yonker, younker, young m.m, youngster,

IV. i. II, .v. C p. 4?6, Three Lett. p. 6.- 1,

yonkerly, youthrul, Three Lett. pp. (^H), 64 1

.

yougthes folke, y(»uiig people, .V. C. May 9.

yougthly, youthful, Muiop. 431.

youugling, young of man <»r beast, i. x. ^7»

V. viii. 46, .V. C. May loO, 182, 2 1 I. Aug. 17.

youugth, youth, S. C. Feb 52, 87, Xov. 20,

^ruiop. 34.

youthly, adj. youthful, i. v. 7, 11. iii. 38, 111.

ix. 48, IV. ii. 45, VI. vii. 5.

youthly, ot/i'. youthfully, 1. xi. 34.

ypent, pent up, S. C. Jan. 4, July 216.

ypight, pl.nced, set, 1. ix. 33.

yplast, placed, i. iv. 28.

yplight, pledged, 11. iii. !.

yrapt, rapt, Clout 623.

yreiit, torn to pieces, iv. vii. 1 5, S. C. Sept.

yriu'd, torn, iv. vi. 15.

yrke, to trouble, 111. viii. 48, vi. x. 29.

yroii braced, iron sinewed, 11. v. 7.

ysarao, together, vii. vii. 32.

yse, ice. Amor, Son. 30.

ysheiid, to disgrace, spoil, S. (\ Aug. 139.

cf. shend.
y.shrillod, /T^/. sounded shiill. Clout 62.

yssew, to get out, p. 40S.
^

ythundered, /(I. /<w7. struck by a thunder-

bolt, Ttares 8.

ytost, disturbed, .9. (\ "June 1 2.

ywis, -886, certainly, 11. i. 19, m. vii. i,},^

S. C. May 109, Txt'O Lett. p. 64O.

ywrake, ywroko, ywroken, avcngcil, rc-

veiiiM-d, IV. vi. 2},y viii. 14, xi. 5, vi. vi. 18,

Clout 921.





INDEX OF FIRST LINES
OF MINOR POEMS.

A Gentle Shepheard borne in Arcady .

A mighty Lyon, Lord of all the wood
A Shepeheards boye (no belter doe him call)

After at sea a tall ship did ai)peare

After long stormes and tempests sad assay

After so long a race as I huue run

Ah Colin, wliether on the lowly plainc

Ah for pittie, wil rancke \\ inters rage

Ah whither, Louc, wilt thou now canie mec ?

Ah why hath nature to so hard a hart

All that is perfect, which th'heauen beautehes
All that which Ac^ypl whilome did dcuise

An hideous Dragon, drtadfull to behold

And ye, braue Lord, whose goodly i)ersonage

Arion, when through tem|)ests cruel wracke
As Diane hunted on a day
As men in Summer fcarles passe the foord

As that braue sonne of Aeson, which by charmes
As then, no winde at all there blew

At last so faire a Ladie did I spie

At length, euen at the time, vAwn Morpheus
Ay me, to whom shall 1 my case complaine

Be nought dismayd that her vnmoucd mind
Ik'ing my selfe captyued here in care .

Being one day at my window all alone

bdlay, first garland of free I'oesie

Bcsicic the fruit full shore of nuiddic Stle

Calmc was the day, and tlirough the trembling ayrc

Colin my deare, v\hen shall it please ihee sing.

Colin, well lits thy sad cheare tins sad siownd

Collyn I sec by thy new taken ta-skc

Come forth yc Nymphes come forth, forsake your wat

Comming to kissc her lyp"*, (such grace 1 found)

Cuddir, for shame lioM sp thy heauve luad .

Darke is the day, when I'hahus face is shrov\ded

Dayly when I do seeke and sew fiT p«'a< p

Diggon Daiiie, I bulde her giw! '

1

Doe 1 not see that fayrcst yni.i,.'

Faire proud now tell me why should faire be ptoud

Fay re Inwome fraught with vcrlues ricln-st (rennre

Fayrc cruell, whv are ye so fierce uixl crucll i .

Fayre eyes, the myrrour of my mu/c<l hirt .

) bo\M
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Fayre is my loue, when her fayre golden hcares

Fayre Thamis streame, that from Ludds stately towne

Fayre ye be sure, but cruell and vnkind

Fresh spring the herald of loues mighty king .

Gentle Mistresse Anne, I am plaine by nature

Goe little booke : thy selfe present

Graue Muses march in triumph and with prayscs

Great Babylon her haughtie walls will praise .

Great wrong I doe, I can it not deny .

Happy ye leaues when as those lilly hands

Hard by a riuers side a virgin faire

Hard by a riuers side, a wailing Nimphe
Haruey, the happy aboue happiest men
He that hath scene a great Oke drie and dead .

High on a hill a goodly Cedar grewe .

Hope ye my verses that posteritie

How long shall this lyke dying lyfe endure

I but once loued before, and shee forsooth was a Susanne

I loy to see how in your drawen work
I saw a fresh spring rise out of a rocke

I saw a Phoenix in the wood alone

I saw a riuer swift, whose fomy billowes

I saw a spring out of a rocke forth rayle

I saw a Wolfe vnder a rockie caue

I saw a Woman sitting on a beast

I saw an vgly beast come from the sea

I saw in secret to my Dame .

I saw new Earth, new Heauen, sayde Saint lohn

I saw raisde vp on pillers of luorie

I saw raysde vp on yuorie pillers tall .

I saw the Bird that can the Sun endure

I saw the birde that dares beholde the Sunne .

I sing of deadly dolorous debate

If so be goods encrcase, then dayly encreaseth a goods friends

If the blinde furie, which warrcs brcedeth oft .

In Summers day, when Phoebus fairly shone .

In that proud port, which her so goodly graceth

In vain I thinke right honourable Lord

In vaine I seeke and sew to her for grace

In youth before I waxed old .

Innocent paper, whom too cruell hand
loy of my life, full oft for louing you .

Is it her nature or is it her will

Is not thilke same a gotcheard prowdc
Is not thilke the mery moneth of May ?

It chaunced me on day beside the shore

It fell vpon a holly cue

It was the month, in which the righteous Maide
It was the time, when rest soft sliding downe .

It was the time when rest the gift of Gods
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Leaue lady in your glasse of christall clone

Let not one sparke of filthy lustful! fyre

Like as the seeded field greeiie grasse first showes
Like as whilome the children of the earth

Like as ye see the wrathfuU Sea from farre

Lo Colin, here the place, N\hose pleasiiunt syle

Loe I haue made a Calender for euery yearc .

Long-hauintj deeply gron'd these visions sad .

Long Umguishing in double malady .

Long-while I sought to what I might com[)are

Looking far foorlh into the Ocean w ide

Loue is a thing more fell, than full of Gaule, thai

Loue, lift me vp vpon thy golden wings
Loue, that long since hast to thy mighty [x;wrc

Lyke as a huntsman after weary chace
Lyke as a shi[) that througli the Ocxan wyde .

Lyke as the Culuer on the bared bough

Magnificke Lord, whose vcrtues excellent

Mark when she stniles with amiable cheare

Mars shaming to haue giuen so great head
Marucll not, what I mcane to send these Verses

Men call you fayre, and you doe credit it

Me tiiought I saw the graue, where Laura lay .

More then most faire, full of the lining fire

Most glorious Lord of lyfe, that on this day
M(7St hai)py letters fram'd by skilfull track-

Most Noble Lord the pillar of my life .

Much richer then that vessell sc-em'd to bee

My hungry eyes through greedy couelize

My loue is lyke to ysc, and I to fyre .

My Song thus now in thy Conclusions.

Ne may I, w ithouf blot of endlesse blame
New yeare forth looking out of lamis gate

Noble Alfxandrr, when he came to the tombc of

No otherwise tlian raynie <loud, first fid

Nor the swift furie of the flames aspiring

Not the like Vir^^m againe, in A^ia, or Afric, or

at

of lion

Eucnsong

\chilh

uropc

O that I had the Thriiitan I'o<ts harjw

() warie wisedomo of the man, that woiiM

()( Ilonny, and of (iaule, in Loue tlurc is stoic

Of this worMs Theatre in which wc stuv

Oft when my spirit doth spred herbol.ler wiiigc

On high hills top I saw a stati ly frame

On hill, aframe an hundred cul>itcs hie

( )ne day as I vnwarily did gaze

One day 1 sought with Ik r hart thrilling rir» .

One flay I wrote her name v|M>n the stranti

( )ne day, whiles that mv «laylic carrs did sl« rpe

Our merry daycs, by thecui»l» bit urc pluckt, and luuu

I'cnilof^cioxWx Misses swVc

I'ien, I haue pii>eil cr»l so long with jwync
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Rapt with the rage of mine owne rauisht thought
Receiue most noble Lord a simple taste

Receiue most Noble Lord in gentle gree

Redoubted Lord, in whose corageous mind
Rehearse to me ye sacred Sisters nine .

Remembraunce of that most Heroicke spirit .

Renowmed Lord, that for your worthinesse .

Retourne agayne my forces late dismayd
Rudely thou wrongest my deare harts desire .

See how the stubborne damzell doth depraue .

See yee the blindefoulded pretie God, that feathered Archer
Shall I then silent be or shall I speake ?

She, whose high top aboue the starres did sore

Shei)heards that wont on pipes of oaten reed .

Sic malus egregium, sic non inimicus Amicum
Silence augmenteth grief, writing encreaseth rage

Since Galateo came in, and Tuscanisme gan vsurpe

Since I did leaue the presence of my loue

Since I haue lackt the comfort of that light

So long as loues great Bird did make his flight

So oft as homeward I from her depart

So oft as I her beauty doe behold
Soone after this I saw an Elephant
Soone said, soone writ, soon learnd : soone trimly done in prose

Such as the Berecynlhian Goddesse bright

Sweet is the Rose, but growes vpon a brere

Sweet smile, the daughter of the Queene of loue

Sweet warriour when shall I haue peace with you ?

Tell me good Hobbinoll, what garres thee greete ?

Tell me Perigot, what shalbe the game
Tell me when shall these wearie woes haue end
Tempora furtiuo labuntur dulcia cursu

Tempora furtiuo morsu laniantur amoena .

That Mantuane Poetes incompared spirit

That same is now nought but a champian wide
That which I eate, did I ioy, and that which I greedily gorged
The antique Babel, Empresse of the East

The Chian Peincter, when he was requirde

The doubt which ye misdccme, fayre loue, is vaine

The famous warriors of the anticke world
The gentle shepheard satte beside a springe .

The glorious image of the makers bcautie

The glorious pourtraict of that Angels face

The kingly Bird, that bcares loues thunder-clap

The laurell leafe, which you this day doe vveare

The loue which me so cruelly tormenteth
The merry Cuckow, messenger of Spring
The Panther knowing that liis spotted hyde .

The paynefull smith with force of ferucnt heat

The prayse of meaner wits this worke like profit brings

Tlie rolling wheele that runneth often round .

The sacred Muses haue made alwaies clame .

The same which Pynhus, and the puissaunce .

or verse
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The shepheards boy (best knowen by that name)
The souerayne beauty which I clrx) admyre
The weary yeare his race now hauinp run
The world that cannot dccrnc of worthy tilings

Then all astonied with this mi^'hty {;hoast

Then all astonned with this nightly ghost

Then did a sharped spyre of Diamond bright .

Then did apjx-are to me a sharjx'd spire

Then heauenly branches did I see arise

Then I behelde the faire Do<ionian tree

Then might I see vpon a w hite horse set

Then was the faire Dodonian tree far scene

There grewe an aged Tree on tlie grcene

These heapes of stones, these old wals which ye see

These pleasant dayes, and Monthes, and yeares, by stelth do passe apace

They that in course of heauenly spheares are skild

Thilke same Kidde (as I can well deuise)

This holy season fit to fast and pray .

Tliomalin, why sytten we soe .

Those [irudent heads, that with theire counsels wise

Thou stranger, which for Rome in Rome her seekcst

Thou that at Rome astonisht dost behold

Thrise haj)pie she, that is so well assured

Tlirough armes and vassals Rome liie world subdu'd

To all those happy blessings which ye hauc

To be wize, and eke to Loue
To looke vpon a worke of rare deuise .

To [)rai.se thy life, or waile thy wort hie death .

To thee that art the sominers Nightingale

To you right noble Lord, whose carcfull brest .

Toward the sea turning my troubli-d eye

Trust not the treason of those smyling l<x)kes .

Venemous tongue, tipt with vile adders stinfj .

Vertue sendeth a man to Kenowne, Fame leiideth Aboundaunce

Vnhappie Verse, the witnesse of my vnhappie state

Vnquict thought, whom at the first I bred

Vurighteous Lord of loue, what law is this

\'p then Melfwmene thou mourncfulst Muse (»f nyni

\ ()on a <iay as loue lay swirtly slumbring

Vpon a hill I saw a kuidlcd llame

Vpon an hill a briglit liaini- did I sre .

Was it a dn-amc, or <liil I scr it playne

Was it tlie worke of nature or of Art .

We now haue playdc {.iuRuslus) wantonly

Weake is th'assuratice that weuke (lesli rr|K)Mth

What eucr man he Iw, whose heauie nuntlc

What guvie is this, that those her goMen tresst-H

What might I <all this Tree f A I^iurell f O JKinny Im

What time the Kom.iuie Fmpire bore the ruiuc

When 1 behold thai Ixauties wonderment

When I Ih hr)l(l this ti( kle trusties stale

When my abo<les prehxed lime is s|hm»I

When stout AchtUes heard of lleUns ru|»c

52(
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When that braue honour of the Latine name .

When these sad sights were ouerpast and gnoe
When those renoumed noble Peres of Greece .

Wherefore doth vaine antiquitie so vaunt
Whilst your Bearnes are fatte, whilst Cofers stuffd

Wliilst your Ritches abound, your friends will play

Who euer gaue more honourable prize

Who list the Romane greatnes forth to figure .

Who lists to see, what euer nature, arte

Who so wil seeke by right deserts t'attaine

Within this wood, out of a rockc did rise

Wrong'd, yet not daring to expresse my paine

Ye cruell starres, and eke ye Gods vnkinde

Ye dayntye Nymphs, that in this blessed Brooke

Ye heauenly spirites, whose ashie cinders lie .

Ye learned sisters which have oftentimes

Ye pallid spirits, and ye ashie ghoasts

Ye sacred ruines, and ye tragick sights

Ye tradefuU Merchants, that with weary toyle

Ye wastefull woodes beare witnesse of my woe

with aboundaunce
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